
PORJmlR SERVICE IBSTl'rtITE 

Mr. WilUam J. Sailer 
Otfice ot East. Ae1an and Pao1t1c ProgralllS 
Bureau ot Muoatioaal and Cult.ural Aftairs 
Departalent. ot Stat.e 

Dear Kr. Sailer. 

March 3, 1970 

Following up on 'lIfT t.elephone conversations with you and Mr. Teare 
this 1IIOm1ng, I IIhCNld UlaI to propollO tor the oOMideration ot 
the Department. and ot the Embuq in Saigon the name ot Nguyen 
Ngoc An as a leader grantee. An vas K1.nister ot Chieu Hoi and 
Intormation during the reoent Huang Cabinet. He is now Uv1ng in 
relative seolusion in Saigon and presumably would be available tor 
a 45 to 9O-day visit to the United States. ~ reasons tor proposing 
HI.n1ster An are the tolloldngl 

Minister An OtlllllS from Trang Bang Distriot of Hau Ngbia Provinoe. 
He belongs to the Cao Dai minorit:y, and tor muoh ot his oareer was 
Ii professional educator and looal dignitary in thet area. During 
the war against the Frenoh, he was a battaUon cQlllMnder ot Viet 
Minh and had IIltten81.ve personal combat experience. An was a lII8IIIber 
ot the "Caravelle Group," and atter the tall ot President Diem be­
came tor a t1llll nlllllbor tw in the HI.n1st.17 ot the Interior. He then 
returned to privat.e Ute, and several ;years ago was t.he victim ot an 
assassination attempt in lIhlch he survived five bullet lIOUIlds tired 
at olose range. 

An 1B ~at I 'WOUld desoribe as a Roman type ot character. To give 
an example, lIhlle he was Minister of Chieu Hoi, he used to go to 
bed at 10 "clock, rise at 3100 a.m. and work on otfioe papers 
until 6.00. Then he would take one hour ot caUsthenios and jog­
ging batore proceeding to the ottice ~ere he wuld put his papel'­
wric in t.he "out box" at the beginning of the day. He bas all his 
Ute Uved a reg1Jlle ot ~Ucit:y and restraint, lIhlch accounts tor 
hie exceptimaJ vigor. Although 56 years old, he bas the energ:y and 
DlU80ular strength ot a man much younger. 

An is particularly triendly to t.he United Statee in IIDre than s 
oonventional VlQ". When he was severely wounded b:r a Viet Cong 
assassin several years ago, he was taken to the U.S. ArnI.Y hospital 



2 

at. au Ch1 where he developed ". profound adDd.ration tor both AIaar:lean 
teclmology and. Aaerioan dedication to lIernee. He eUll ret.aina WIU'Ia 

IDd eent1mental JII8IIIOr1es ot his aeeociation 1d. th t.he Unit.ed St.at.es 
lII8d1cal authorities at. that t.im8: . In cult.ural outlook be is elear~ 
a conserntive, believing in VieWlIIII's anaiant t.raditions. Politi­
cally, be deplores m1lit.!U7 rule in Vie~1IIII and lIOIlld WlcC11118 return 
to civU1an ccotrol ot the ~t.. He view 1lOIII8 ot the Vietna­
lllese generale all either inOOllplltent. or COiiipload.eed by t.heir associa­
tions 1d.th the French during the col.on1l1l period. He ret.ains a deep 
patriotic teeling tor his COlmtry, and ill a "Southerner" in the 
political rivalries bet.wen South and North Viet.name1l8 within the 
govel'IlIIIImt. He looks forward 8OlI8 dq to ret11l'll.in& to a position 
at 1nt1.uence either in the leg1slative or executive branch at the 
Govemment. at VieWlIIII. 

I believe Minister An sboul.d be elig1ble tor a leader grant becawse 
he has a dist1ngu1llhed record as a Vietnamese patriot., because he 
hall a strcag sense ot COIIIl'adeship for 't.he United States as well as 
underlltanding ot American purposes in Viet-Nam, and because he 11187 
soon again be able to return to a posit.ion at 1ntluence within the 
GVN structure. Bscause of his exceptional vigor, I do not th1nk his 
relative age in t.eI'lllS of' other candidates should be considered an 
exclusiOllS.l7 tactor. 

In conclusion, I think it lIIOUld be, in our national int.erest. to 
accord Hr. An the privilege at a leader grent. to visit. t.his count.r,r. 
and 1IOUld request that )'OU torward the J)()!!!1nation tor consideration 
by the Mi.ssion, it )'OU concur. 

O/FSI/VTC:OWill1ams:d 

Ogden Williams 
Coordinator 
Vi~am Trldning Center 


