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(E;di tor ' E note : "hat follo1\'s was rec ei ved in late 19 2 from a former 

junior officer in the Suuth VietnameEe army who had recently returned 

to tne place everyone \"lho lives there etill calls only "Sait-on") 

after more than five years in the "re _ed-lcation camps . " The sender , 

whoee name and back",round are Imow,lto us , writes Ent-lish quite 

fluently , and only minor editint, '01' Enclish usa",e has been needed . ) 

Letter No . 1 

Seven years aLo. when communi st ;~orth Vietnam took over South 

Vietnam, there were some South Vietnamese who had hopes for the new 

reLime . The com",unist leaders more than once hac.. .Jromised a ne.1 society 

baseu on equality, liberty and pros~erity . Social evils ascribed to 

ca~italiem would be eliminated . 
Seven years have IJaseed . The country is now coine:, down an 

irreversible slope into an economic abyss . No one , even amont- the most 

obdurate com,nunists , could deny this deter i oration . For the last few 

years prices have been risint- at an incredible speed . From January to 

July prices of most aLricultural PDDducts rose more than 150%. and the 

trend continues . Every measure to control deficitE and inflation has 

failed . This economic failure to~ether with poor leadership and 

manaLement has had its social effects , and the social eVils claimed to be 

non _exis tent in a SOCialist ret-ime are in fact t,rowine fast and wide . 

Bribery has s~read to every level , and the detree of corruption 

is several times lreater and more serious than durinc, the forlner :;'outh 

Vietn.amese Thieu l'ebime . An. approach to any authority must be 

accompanieCl oy a ,,<,ift " if the ap)licant wants any quick or easy results • 

.t'rices for such "mutual understamdint, " val'. widely . The hit-hest co;,;paiJe 

with the payoffs duriIlt. the Thieu reLime eiLht years a<..,o , but the 

prac tic e novi extends further dOrlnx the scale . Thus a sinble filter 

cic.,arette is a v'ry common ',<,ift" in the simplest cases . LToods already 

taxed at their l)oint of orit,in \,Iill certainly be subjected to added 

"duties " at several check_Joints en route to market , even within Sait-0n 

city itself . Any policeman may impose such "yax " as he wants , payable 

of course in cash with no receipt civen . For example a cyclo trans _ 

portinL vermicelli from the west to the east side of Saieon may be taxed 

four or five times , especially in the early morninL when the policeman 

needs to ouy his breakfast . Such transportation before 9 a . m. is therefore 

alwc.ys avoided . 
Atricultural shipments from the provinces to Saieon above a certain 

qhantity "ill be confiscated en route and not re'ported to hic-her 

authorities , while lesser amounts will be " taxed " at many checkpOints . 

Thadifit. therefore becomes a tricky t-ame of avoidinv checkpoinys , and 

patrollinL has conversely become the beet occupation for the police . 

Central Co.nmittee efforts to check corruption have failed , and there are 

now only a handful of offiCials , mostly of hibh rank , who do not 

solicit bribes . Since they already receive special privilet-es from the 

Central COIDLittee , it makes more sense for them to keep their hands 

clean . 



'i'he nely coor;;li.nist rulillt. class can be seen in Hanoi and Sait-on 
livin~ a luxurious life . ConeistinL of province level and urban officials 
froll, the co,nparative rank of Lieutenant Colonel u9ward , they live in 
well - equip_Jed quarters with sedans , serva,nts and Guards , enjoyi~ a 
lifestyle even more lavish than that of Thieu ' s corrupt Lenerals before 
1)75 . ~' he most luxurious hotel-restaurants in Sai(:.on are still 
operetillt. , now under State control. One of them is the First Hotel , 
located a ifl.ew hundred yards frvm the main t-ate of Ta n Son "hut airport . 
It often welcomes rich communist officials who come to dine on the best 
dinners , drink the best l iquors and enjoy sta(:. movies as well as 
"poules de luxe . " The Vi etnamese peolJle no loncer bel i eve i n the "communist 
revol..ltionaries " since these depraved prac tic es are taki~ plac e quite 
opEnly in every corner of the country. 

~eanwhile , in the streets of Sai~on and other major cities , 
thousan s of homeless people are now livinl. . "iost have cone bacle from the 
"riew Economic Zones " which were hurriedly established from 1975- 1977 , to 
avoid starvin .... . i:let.,~ars are increasinc. in nLlmber . 

ruulic health is another critical problem. 140dern medicines are 
in very short sUP91y , with herbal remedies bei ne used instead . Expensive 
mececines are reserved for hich-ranki~ offic i a l s or sometimes for 
emerLency cases . Ordinary people often have to rely on the bas cn 
market . The best hospitals are also reserved , includinL the former 
Vi LJam and. Chuht;. Che!li:- . Even seriously injured accident victims rushed 
to these reserved hospitals for emer~ency first - aid are turned away . 

~oitre is orevalent . VD and intestinal diseases are OLlt of 
control . 0ccBsional efforts a t preventive medecine are made , but when 
for examJle there were news reoorts of the distribution of iodized salt 
to Jreve~t ~oitre. the sUJplies never reached the ceneral populace , evem 
in SaiL-On . 

About three _quarters of the former South Vietnamese doctors ha1Je 
already fled. to the free countries , while l)hysicians (:.raduated from 
Hanoi Meaical School are not trusted by the patients who will , for 
example , ~ay bribes to be operated on bJ a former South Vietna:jlese 
sur",eon, rather than risk their lives in the hands of a "socialist " 
qLlack . BecoLnizi~ the situation, the authorities for the first time 
in cOJnl.:unist histo r y are allowint;. doctors to work .)rivately in their 
Syare time , and doctors who are arrested tryi~ to flee the country by 
boat are released after only a few G.ays ' interrot.,ation, while ord.inary 
people may spend several years in jail . 

SOCial evils such as robJery , prostitution, narcotics addiction 
anet juvenile delinquency are esc ala tin", . Theft and robbery occur mostly 
in the major cities , with Eanoi leadi~ even SaiLon in this respect . 
Prosti tution thrives in Saieon as it did ten years aLo . r,arcotic s 
addic~ lon remains a problem . "Scab " can still be bouLht , althouLh now 
_ore expensiwe . The conmunists made millions funnelin~ narcotics into 
South Vietnam in the past . Now it is t ~ime for them to pay . I n North 
Vietnam, o)lum is preferred . A new l.eneration of yOLln~ hoodlums is 
co,_l.~ into beillt. Doth in Sai~on anJ Hanoi , with SOlDe of the rin~leadel18 
Dei~ chilclren of Communist .t'G.rt,Y offiCials . These "little mandarins " 
sorr,etimes 8)Ort the camoufla~€ Llniform of the former South VietnaffieEe 
l'larines . 1hey may attaCK lYith ,--uns and hand e:.renades even in Hanoi 
itself, I,hile t!1e murder rate in Sai,-on is far hicher than in 1975. 
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Police ~easures a~ainst the cri ,inals seem ineffective , althou~h 
!1'.e.nr,t thousands have been sent to join the hundreds of thousands of 
.Jolltical iJr;tsoners in the so~called "re-education" camps . The police 
are more effec ti ve in fulfilli~ their political responsibilities • 
.;.i ven unlirni ted pm"iers , they me,ke un6.erc round .::>0 Ii tical ac ti viil ies very 
di: i(;ult . Anyone can be arrested for any reason, and althou~h this 
sysilem creates animosity amon~ the people , it has been effective . 

'1'he com,T.unist fiction is comin", to an end tn Vietnam . I n A1lril 
1982 a train wreck occurred in Lo~ Khanh in which twelve passenGer 
care ran off the rails at hieh s?eed. killinc or injurinv at least 
500 peo.)le . No fllJreit:,n press ever reported this major railroad 
catasprophe , no official re)ort of investication was made , no 
co:r.)e'1.sation I,-as ~iven to the victiills ' families . Vietnamese Jeoole 
aE.n:ed , is this SOCialism ~ • . 

Visitors to Sai0 0n tOday mi",ht find the city al ost as noisy as 
before 197:: . Cof"'ee sho.)s ale everyv;::ere , 11ithnostl .. estern stereo 
';;USLC now re.Jlacin~ the shr~",in0 so.,rano " red music " from Hanoi . 
~ov~s of all .n:in~s are sold on the streets, mostly sent from the U. S . 
in aid packa~es to reLac~ve s . ~eople eay that Sait"on is livin~ on 
carrion left over from the Thieu reLime and on ",reen dollars from 
Vietnamese who have J!1mi:~x escaped to the U. S . 

Russians ane Eastern Europeans are often seen in BaiLon. Some 
hotels and restaurants are neserved for them includin~ the former U. S . 
offic ers ' club on the top floor of the Rex . They enjoy eood food and 
danci11t- , but the SaiGon marke t seems to attract them even more . Hany 
Russians ha~ around buyi~ such new ap;Jriances sent from the U . S . as 
TVs, cassette recorders , cameras , radios and watches . To the South 
Vietnamese they look like hillbillies , especially to those used to more 
luc rati ve dealinGs with Artericans in the past . In Cam Ranh the Russ i ans 
have even been stoned oy the people . 

hOst Vietnamese today no lo~er believe in socialism as a Lood 
solution for any poor country. except for peo.Jle who have ",ood jobs in 
the co,;,il.unist ret-ime itself . Communist pro)aLanda which was very 
effective duri~ the war now fails to impress . More peo;Jle are becOEliJ1t:, 
stiffneckedand illost are expectinG SOille creat cha nce , feell~ that any 
other r £L.ime vlould bive them better o;:>.Jortunities . They show a passive , 
eve:1 resistine atti tu~e toward the .t'arty and its minor offic ials . 
YOUl1l. men 0.0 their best to enjoy life , spendinG all their money on 
coffee sho~s and clothes . Savin~ is unthouLht of . Love _music hits 
composed in South Vietna:n before 1975 are ahlays preferred, especially 
in Hanoi , despite a "new culture" carnpaien to t:,et rid! of them • 

.• ever in Vietnam ' s cultural history have there been EO many .?olitical 
jokes as today , aimed at ,he i'arty , i tE leaders and Com,nunlem, and 
espec ially prevalent amol1B the students . For exam.Jle , "~Le Duan ' s sayines 
are all true exce;:>t one _" 'Ie will successfully buile. our socialism.' 
~~uyen Van Thieu ' s were all false except one _ ' Don't believe what the 
com,nunists say , see what they dO . '" 
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