
the WIN[98@R(:r*l@T~ 

~di tor , 
Scattle l'ost-Intel l ll.,encer 
Eeattle , /fash . 

Dear ~ir , 

April 2 ,1975 

.i?assinl., throUch Seattle en route back , ho)efully , to Sa1"on, I read. in your Apr 11 2 ed i. t lon that !Oenator s Eayh and 

SF 

.6entsen "reject absolutely the idea that Con",ress bears any responsibillt:! for the collapse of the ~outh Vietnamese army" , etc . 

!1aV In,, served 2 E a c lvi.lie..n in Vi.etnam periodic8.11y over a 13 -year stretch I lmovl , f ir s t of all , that all "absolute" state:nsnts about Vietnam , even by Senators , are by definition "~rons because it' s never that s i I7lpl e . The colln.,lsr~ of the South Vietnamese army was obviously causej by a ser l es of factors : 

(l)For years South Vletnam ml8sed many ,-old8Ol Gj.J:Jortuniti e s to solve basic problems , tnclurli n::., corruption , meri t promotions , etc . 
( 2 ) They have sustained ap9al1io",ly heavy casualties for years , far out of proportion to anythinic the US has ever had to endure . 

( 3 ) 'flo.leu and his t-enerals made catastrophic blunders in their or6. (. rs for preci.:litate \-l ithdrs.l1als . 

(4) Las t but not l eas t, the action of the US Con::.ress ViaS devastatinb in its moral effect on the South Vietnamese , In effect , the US ConGress served notice on the Vietnames0 that Hhether they fouc-ht or no t, the US wou ld cut off 8.11 future mil itary aid unilaterally , 'tlhile '-lano i. conti.neled to cet milltary hardllare from Russia and China . This made tt l mathematically certain tha t the South Vietnamese army vloulc.. have to lose at some point in the future , no ::latter hO\-I bravely it fo u,-h t with stocks st ill on hand , 

/ 
I 

If you tell a man that you 13.re ::.olne; to fire him in 30 d:;.ys no matter wheth er he vior~s or not, you shou l d not be Eurpr l sed if he stops ·..,orkint. sooner . 

-

If the Con~ress had done ";hat I '.{ould view as a far more honorable thinE- , namely said th s.t \'/ e would in futur e match the aid Hanoi was cettinb from its Communist 9.11ies , no l~ore and no less , the South Vietnamese !nicht not have viewed their si tuation as hot)eless , They had in fact foul-ht bravely for tHO years since the so~cal1ed Paris peace accords , which oermitted nanoi to build uo i ts forces in the South "': i tn relatIve i!n,'lUnt ty anc', Lave the US a- face-savin" device for bettin,:, out of the \·:ar . DUt itS SOO:1 as t hey real.ized they haa to fi-:.ht Hanoi in front ;:h 11e theJ~ 10I1<., -term all;{ '.vithdre\·/ sUP.Jort from the rear , they really had not!iln<:., h ,ft to rl"nt for . 
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The fact simply is that lie tired of support in", our allies betll!Jre the COlJ. ::uni.ets tired of su)ortlnG theirs . Had Voscow and PekL1G e e rV8c. similar notice on Ea'1oi t!'lat it had received its last ~iece of ,nilitary h8.rd.',;are , 1'/e wouln he,v e seen a di:"ferent reeul t in '! ietnam . 
I LIlly recoGnize the dist inct possibility tl:o.t f.outh Vi<atnam miGht ,>,;el1 :,ave fallen anl'lay , because of i 1"S own nU!T, erOUS internal w01),knesEeE . ;Out the US ConL.reSE shou l <i. have ' .. ai ted for that to hap;Jen , not forced thc failure by notifyin<... Sait-on _ a,no the Vtetn[l,mese people _ that th e ir on ly means of' protection , i.e . mili t ary replacement sup)lies , \;er e ue in ... cut off' unilaterally bJ'l us . After t he.t au...l.<st pronounceme:lt Lhe South Vietnalllese people hau no more hope of survivinL as a relatively free people . \,e fe,aae that decision for then; . 

\'Ih2,l" sho.11u ;;e do no'c! ~ The Con<.,.ress should rush to express the inherent dec e ncy of' the American people by prov i din<.,. aid for refu",ees . Above all it shoul d. make provision , by relaxat ion of i:r.mi Lration procee, ures and other measures , to provide fefube for Vi etnamese who \\forked for US l,.overnment and private f i rms . Other\'lise theSE ;:>eop l e \',ill be murdered . I am told tha t the 1 26 _odd. peo ple who haliu had any con tac t \1 i th AlT,er icans in ehe Loc Ninh area arlO already in the !o.round . There are thousands of lLL clc ,.]eo)l e \'Iho \;ere thE: clerl<s a.nd Et snouraphers te.e.t :1roviJed the ad ministrative backbone of US offices . If Sait.on falls these people \'li11 ,-0 before "plOopl e6 ' courts " , a!1d fo r the crime of puttinL their hane', in the ha,nd. of " the l ea6.er of the free world ", tr.Ey will be hUlnil iated , dei:,ra.ded. and kill ed . 

I hope I'les£rs bayh and Bentsen \Vill not " absolutely reject the i dea th a t COl1c.ress bears a.ny responsib il ity " for this a2.so . 

Wbviously I , as a private cit i zed ( and. a reSistered. Democrat I mi~ht ad.d) am on ly try in", to ,-et back t o Saieon at a time l ike this to meke sure that just i c& is done for the Vi etnamese who trustee me , ",'hen I was an American offiCial there . 

LI621 :... St iftl 
i:ash inG Lon r;c 20007 

(transitinl,. ~eattle ) 

Sincerel y , . 

~ , 
Oc (J en ,':illiams 


