
Edi tor 
The Washington Post 
Washine,ton. D.C. 

Dear Sirs. 

May 6,1977 

Your editor ial of ~!ay 6 calling for improved 
U.S._Vietname s e relations left out one important factor _ the issue 
of human richts that t he present Administration has emphasized in 
dealings with other countries. As has been widely reported, s everal 
hundred thousand South Vietname se are being held in concentration 
camps at the present time . many of them dying off of neglect and 
disease,. their fate made more trag ic by their realization that no 
one knows or cares. No doubt many of these people are imprisoned 
precisely for the reason that they worked With. liked. or ~ 
believed in the United States. 

Obviously it is desirable to normalize 
relations with the new Vietnam. Vietnam used to be one of the most 
beautiful and charming countries in the world. as those who served 
there in the 1950s can well remember. It is also a major po~er in 
Sou theast Asia wh ich could eyen, O:1C day . become a valued ally of" 
ours. But as we look to a new era of good relations , we simply 
cannot sweep under the rug What is happening to our former fXXK 
friends. To do so would be obscene in itself, and hypocritical in 
view of our professed concern for human rights elsewhere. 

What to do i' It is easier to recobnize what 
not to do. '11K Nothing would be gained If B,S . off 1cio.ls public ly 
attacked the new Vie tnamese ree;;ime. causing los s of face and the 
predictable hardening of Hanoi s s tance, but unless U.S. officials 
are quietly and inf ormally pointing out to the Vietnamese t hat 
improved relations and other advantages are linked to a more humane 
treatment of the people of conquered South Vie tnam . they are not 
'ioing their job. Nor should they like What they see in the shaving 
mirror every mornins. As r egards priVate Americans. there are less 
constraints. The new Wietnam will be sensitive to world opinion. 
It could be helpful if individuals and organizations could revive 
some of that high moral indisnation with which they welte so lib erally 
endowed durin €, t he Vietnam war. This includes newspapers. Where are 
the Anthony Lewises when now, perhaps f or the first time , we need them ? 

4621 Q st NW 
Wa sh ington DC 20007 

Sincerely • 
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