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November 12, 1981 

Mr. Ogden Williams 
4621 Q Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20007 

Dear Ogden: 

Many thanks for yours of November 3 and the attach­

ment, Some Lessons Learned from the Vietnam War. I think 

the list is very good and helpful to keep in mind as I 

write about my experiences in Vietnam. I am especially 

impressed by numbers 1, 2, 4, 8 and 9. 

I received your note just as I was leaving for St. 

Paul to take part in the installation of Steve Young as 

Dean of the School of Law of Hamline University. Steve 

served two tours in Vietnam while I was there. The first 

in Vinh Long province. The second in Saigon as assistant 

to Chuck Cooper, Minister for Economic Affairs. 

All the best, 

-
d li<, l' ifL 



LeSfone of V!etna. riCa 

I . fo.plrl t fhl dll 

e rem cer .<{a)olean ' famo 0 serva1..ion on the enOrmou )repOn~or6nco f FJlrltu 1 to materI al tuctore in wnr. More rp.cen~ll thlwall ot.a t. e I n t he formula l' -+ T x , that & n tlon ' power 18 e<iuiValent to populatlc,n plu!; teohnoloW' t 1me ; wl!l . If our a.llie8 _ anI our ol'.cy _ are to uoee d i n C .1 t 901 A,nerlea , the ele ant !'lore I mv .ctli.nt t h8. any otl1 r In achll!'vln" B ('h vl.·~ory will Of'! Bl11ritua l tae or. l'~''':n t. n i fact 1 derlved La eon Unel !JO .I, t.o wea;.~e.l, die reult or d troy the )rl d , splri t nd wll1 to ot '0 r 801 1e • 

'lher a re both ,Jose.iv an ... tl ... at1v ways of lnJurlnt:. EllOh Jr1.de arl [ ,)lrlt . On t.hs vos1ttvE' elu • tl1rowl.n", u:on y and equi1)JIlent at th ,>robl I~ , overroac ... t,11:.. w1th mat:a-r i.al c.enerc~l ty, or Amer1canlz1n .... the eve _y n 8xoe(,dv Alter1can vI'S enee a l l have a. harmful "freet. 
lit coure.e , 1f ,.::.er1ea, f or 1 'I.e own ur oses , want.e t.o at;e the atruL~le ita own and slncerely intends to ach1 va an A er1ean vlCLQry by f ore of JimoI iCfll. 8 .. :T; S. that \/OU • be ano ..... Ill' matver . [0 auch case A .erlc a mu t PI' )rc~)8J'ed to 011 w throu(..h to th ('n.l . It lIIuet t.ruly make t r,e war '.t.r 011n r-y f a lthfu l y ob arvl.l .... its own 1 ... 0.1 an(l d 0 _ Cl'at t c rool!' I! C «'or ,'cclac111" and \1 1:,1n. W· 1', an':' .. <.I .. conf1'0llt the ne y "here he 1::: , not. 1n ~o e alllod country whur' he 1.6 not . ('lha ext<IDul6 of V1 !1.!1!)'~ 1s obvioue. ) 

X!U 
(.; (' '~'",l Am 
to hOtlt l .J.o 
ta.tes who 

t.hey _ no 
rolo \.13 t o 

t this ~lroe Americ a h B no des1re wha~eo VOl' to moke t he r i c.o ~r!::..... le Its own , out 1t co \/Hnt to attny the area ?owere. i It3 pnlio~ roll t the~l'fore be tu s v ort friendly wlsh to flo-'1t f or thGl.r o wn f. ee(,Om e.nu lnde~endsnce . It t merlca _ who .nupt b ear t.he t'lmery bUl'oen of oonflict . Our b !'lUI'(" thl't. our he! I'e3.1l~' hel Band. d es not hurt . 
have u ntioned the a ~er of k1llin one ' s 0.111es w1th it 1 <.no[,G, of pI'Ovldlnc. t he reali~y or th • et'O . l ion o f 0. bl ank check , ~I~u wmt.hcll .i.11t., the will, demeanlne. th l>r1d and anellthetizi nt,. the LlSt11 c t of it _ )r8 erva lon of ~he f'.111es . ,Jut th re 1s an e ual an~"l' on t.h nel-a • .i. ve 1de. Unf&.ir or ill _inform d cr1 t10 lorn of our allies, part1cu1a.'ly in J olic , 1 wron" a nd eFt.ruet1ve. It 1e eaey for 1-hose dm tl ,e 1.:. l1nt" 0 be o r. llec1ent . It is upo wroil". o.nu u'11'0.1r t.o lwuJect , r . ·omef:,1.1c conf llcts u,}on one'e a111e . .. e shoul(l l'O!'c all th",t. .~&" Iy .'> 0l.,le <lu rln, the Vi tn m confliot rOJeeted their hatreds of t he lJ . b . ostai..1loh mo 1.. u;?on the :;outh Vi tnalnGF . '!hey e r lpd out for tic.. Chl " I.l.h \.0 wln. not uecall s thoy hu I1.tlY inter t. tn , 0 k:-,owl d 9 of , He t.nam i.. ull , not a llY '9 on 0 haLe t he ou~!l l e tnauElsc or love 1.0 <..h1 I. inh, ".u.l. t.'CUUeE' t hey w81te to Eee HIe U. r:. . Ltatlliehment Clefe· t d . ',ll 1'\(;11 t.ilUY won 1 tile end, they had no furtnt>r i n terest wha1..soov r 1.J the (;OO.ellu <lee f or th peolla of V.latnam. 

r,ut , 1 t wtl1 urely b aeked, l~hll.t shoul.' At1er lca ' 8 posture be hell our al~.iee are fllwed _ llke all nst tons i n ryln ... d .... r 0;0 -by fetor of aoetal , ollt1cal or eco omle InJu e ive ? We must reco", t.t: • a C~U~,8 Ilfld no )011 t .tca.l. e t • 0 11 , t e _.u t re._c b~r t.hllt· no yot.:l 0" € l' _ <> a· ... . 1 er.DO a hut::an ll.ht. , )Olltlcul fr edam ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ 



2 . 

revailln~ 1n thb co unlst dlctatorsh1~ . 10 ally of 0 I' In Central 
m rIca, however' flawed, 1 more flawed that our an theIr enemies . 

It fO.l.10W6 , l r.er fore , that we should novel' desi>aIr of our ca e or our 
all1e becauso of their _ and our _ flaws , but rather work wIth them to 
correct wr0l\t,s wh1le re, 1nln" fully confident 1n the ultiute 
~uperlority uf our v lues. And tao co. crete proof of euch sup rlority 
1a every here Ilt hund, 1n tho lon_ li.noo of rofue,oe . It 1 no accldent 
t hat tree world' refut.,eeo In arlably walk, cllmb or £<101'1 11 owav rrom the 
co!!. lint 1J.1ctatol'ehl , not toward them, Ilnd no toe t at 0. n&I,10,1 or 
a ey t. n h n,orc ul tlmate a.n that of whethoI' :>00,)1e are try1ne to ... at 
into it or _ot out of It . Co, retalnln<-. confldanc i n ourFlelvos and oub 

11100 an ... whlle l,/or;"in.c to correct wro~a . our prlorlt.y task sh('uld be 
to reinforce the coM 1. once, )l"1.d", celt' _ro ... )Oct and lflll to win of our 
frlellue , ,lot to dc,noe.n nn", a a .. orallze tht"m by cunst t harplnt;., on t hl!llr 
l'C'e.l {Jr' 1 1 a 11\$ ... shortco-l"Lt . 

I I ;;' fTh:l.1 t~nc 0 

\ e ,1'£1 too enamored. ott quiCK ",olutlons . Our span of at r:,~ntion is 
... car t.o t.hf9 lB,te~t crle\s, like tl1B latost T\ .;rotr81:l. 10 xpect to 
ru 11 In , '-ct a oJ. ck Eul tIon, ,L. s Intcre t and et 01.: t . .tn Hotna:n 
I .... OVO!'!' ~c L('d i"l tl,(' 01) .... 1 1.:, and co 11l;)S' d at t'1U oud. Jy contrast 

(hin:!. a -u! U1t ~cvLE,t l..iol~ .:ore restrtl.lnt'l t\t the Lr v :nnln", 1 B!.stinL 
tt!at the \'l.:tn ee ,;v~; .. \.l':11c1., forc f' rat <'le!!lCnctl"~t"J t hoir ~lll1 aud 
c~.)!..bl:i.l ty oe'forl? FU-, )1;. in, Bllbstll.Jl tlal ald , b'lt t"lcn Ilurlporti 1 \.'1.011" 
cllon~v st a~11J ~ \lthout dlscoura~nnt thro~p t he dlfficul~ year 
o~ 111xlm:lffi .J . I • • In.olvl?,:e t , Gn.) th n oll.'l ,l_ in l.'l(;rC:i.E d a1d 0. tho 
end . ,8 t.h U. Eo . reBolvo colldopDod. ~Ia.ny e ,r,ull t!?U!lt.r ""J6 111 t:'ll' tiv.l'ld 
1'L.'C learned I.h t..an .... r of too clo~e r llan(;e on o!· alll!lll(~e \ 1 toh ;,!Ie 
li . E. ., ;,Jre::ls 1y b ca ;,8 th y . )0,' e Vel tr:ll r o ... r 1 ltlal <-.'9n 'l'~Elty 1i1 
not oat<: 1CC t.y OLlr 1on:..~term stead ttl e of puro')oJee. 


