June 13,1930

Hon, katthew F, HeHwuh (LaNY)
Cannon Hub
nashing ton u@,

Lear Congressran FeHugh,

“e have corresponded in the PAEL about the Hmong
peoplee of Laocse, after an articie I wopte for the washin.ton Fost
in September 1378, In that artlcle and on other cccaelons, I have
stood up for the rizhts of the Ameng, in view of thelr pept
&geoclatlions wiih us in Indoctina,

1he earller tmon, refugees who came to the Unlted
States rapldly earned a reputativn for hard work ang ambltion,
and I nave noted this in ny comments on the subject in the past,
I regzret to state now, howgver, that they are duln, much worse here,
and wish to .ase on to Fou for your informetlon goze of the reporis
that have come to me, Tt 8ppears that substantial elements of the
Hmong, refugees have rstained thelr tightiy knit tribal orpanlzation
and take direction from their former leader, uen, van, pao, Sone
tire a0, he promuleated the ldea +that the Hmong shculd not take
the lmiediate entry_level Jobe they uped Lo accept, but shoudd rather
¢0 dellberately on rellef, The initial retionale was that thie woulad
ebable them to study full-tipe and acquire skills which would
permit  them to enter the Job market later at higher technical levele,
Lthus esecapln. the entry-level tras, ‘ihis appeared to meke a con.
dlserable amount of racchkavellian Bense, another example of the
limongs' intellisence and adaptabllity, ‘infortunately, the schene
eeems L0 have ,obDe sour,

I an Informed that Vang, rao les now, in affect,
dilscouracing the Hzxong from putilng down long «term roots here,
telling them that, they wili a3ll be returnin, to the hille of Laos
ander his command to reconguer their homelande, Hie instructions
have apparenily aleo penetrated to the 2amps 1n Thalland, where
nuusbers of Hmong admitted to Vel iminlgration have Lurned daown
the opportunity because Vang 2u0 has t0ld ihem that he will be
returning in the next two op three months to lead them back into
~808y With "ol .power support." In Bhort, 1t seems that the Hmong
are beling tracically misled by Vang ra0, to the detriment of inelir
Previouely excellent edaptation to their new life in the i.g,

Another dezatlve factor ig that, whereas the earlier
refucees itended to have Job ekllls ané sorme =ngllish languape
capabllity by virtue of cloger assoclation wlth Americans in La08e,
the newer arrivals have tended more to lack such skills and therefore
adapt lese eaeilly to life here, Trouble may be brewing in the Twin
Cltles area since it 1s rumored that several thoueand Hmong from
Californla are plannin. to move there, Bpeclifically to take advantage
of more favorable welfare pPrograms, and agaln under the guldance of
Vang 20, with the top tribal leader encouraging his people gﬁ&

Lo take their oLlace in American 11fe, we obviously have & problem,






