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We have corrEisponCled In the past about the l-l.mont:, peoples of Laos, after an article I wJ:)llte for the Washineton ?ost in September 1)78. In that artlcle and on other occasions. I have stClOd up for t.he r!.l;.hts of the Hmoni::.. In view 04 thelr pt.st aSf:oc1.ations With us in Indoch1na. 

'.ihe eax'liar llmont, refue.ees who callie to the United ~tates rapidly e&rned a reputativn for hard work and ambition. and I haVe noted this In my ccmments on the SllbJect in the paat. I ret,I'et to state now, howover. that they are d"lne:. much worse h"lre. and wish to ,.;ass on to you for your Informe,tion sOme of the reports that have come to me. It appe~rs that, substantIal elements of the -Hmo!lt, refllt,ees !lave reta1n6d thelr tIe;htly knit tribal Ol't;anlzation and take dirac tion from the1r for-mer leader. <.len. Vane:. ?ao. ~ome time Ilt-o. he promulc.at.eu the Idea t.hat the Hmollt, s11.:;uld not take the immed;tate entry_level jobs they used to accept, but shoudd rather eo delJ.be!'ately on r'elief. The inltial rationale was that this would eb.able them t.o study fll.ll-time and acquire skills "'hlch woUld per'm;tt them to enter the Job Liarkat later at t.leher technical levels, thl<S eecapinc, the entrY_level, trap. Thls appeared to make a con_ alserable amount of l;,ac;chtavelllan senee. another example of the llmont;.s' lntelllbence and adaptabIlIty. iJnf'ortunately. the scheme seems to have ,:,Olle eou,r. 

I am lnformed that Vane:. .Pao is now. in affect. diecour8.t..lnt;. the Hitont;. from puttlnt, down lone-term roots here. tellillt, them i;.hat they wlll all be returnlnc to t'1e hills of Laos -muer hIs command to reconqLlGr the1r hOr:lelands. H1e instructIons have applU"snLly also penetrated to the ~amps In 'lhalland, where numbers of Hmone:, admitted to U.f.,.iml!l1t;.I'ation have 'curned down the oPlJortunl ty becs,use ~'1t;, rao nas t ola them that he w 111 be returnlnt;. 1n the next two or three mouthe to lead them back into ... aos, with "blt;..pewer' support." In flhort. it seems that the Hmoni:;. are beine. trac1nally misled by vane .<'ao. to the detriment of thelr prevlously excellent adapt.atlon tQ the,1.r neW llfe In the U.S. 

Another liecative factor 1s tlJat. .. whereae the earlier refui;.ees tended to reave job skIlls an. sw.e L:;11c llsh lancuat.e C'apabillt.y by V1rtilC of closer aesociatlon with Amel'lcana 1;'1 L.aos, the newer arrIvals ha'Te tended more to laCk such skills and therefore adapt lese easily to life here. 'I'rouble may be brewine ln the Twin Cltiee area since 1t 1a rumored that several thousand Hmon6 from CalifOl'nia are planninc to move there, specif1cally to take advantB€,e of more ra~orable welfare gr0er-ama. and aea1n under the b~ldance of Vane ,.>ao.lilth the top tribal leader oncoUl'atO,lnc:> h1& pt>'.>ple ~ to take theIr )lace In America.'1 lIfe, we obviously have a prOblem. 




