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IJear b lr, 

February 25. 1979 

Your coL-unnist c, ichard Cohen in the co-et on 

,ebruary 25 suc<...eets that someone in aillthority should apolocize 

to an Iowa woman whose Eon was killed in Vietnam by admittin~ to 

her that there was no cause involved and that his death was 

therefore meaninGless . This seems a curious way to alleviate 

the suff£rin~s of a mother . Besides, a half-million r efueees 

since 1975 micht SUtLest that.Cohen himself should do the 

apol0t-izint;. . The fact that a cause may have been ill_served 

by many, ana indeood betrayed by some. and that in the end it failed, 

does not aut~JmaticallY prove its invalidity . If human happiness , 

prosperity or freedom are lebi timate values, surely few honel'lt 

miDgs could sUbLest that any of them has been advanced by the 

cOll:;r.unist victories in Indochina. 

The )ost-World V.ar II attempts to contain co;r.munist 

expan£1cnism _ which, let it be remembered, included respectable 

ventures li.t!.:e toe ",aI'shall .nan, tl:e JerI in airlift and Korea , 

not just Vietnam _ may have been less than 'fully successful, seell 

in the lieht of today's Asia and Africa . but it does not follow 

that the spread of the communist version of totalitarianism is 

a I:-ood tt-.inc which we should apolobize for O))osint:. . Indeed . 

on any humanistic baSiS, the traditional values of the west , with 

all octr faults, are so incomparably superior to anythint, to be 

found in ):;oscow or Hanoi that it is the communist dictatorships 

who should today be in the position of tryinb to contain Eur 

ideas, not the other way round . That such is, for a variety of 

reasons, not now the case is the real index of our fal1Jre and 

is what we all , includlne ;·;r . Cohen , should be apoloblzint, for . 
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Sincerely . 
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0bden Williams 


