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T~e corr. ine of the f:ea<:.an administration may provicie a chance to recocnize and re-ex amine the increasinely absurd prer.:ises underlylni;, V. S . refu~,ee pollcy . At present . as s orted 0::>9r ~ SBors fron: Eanoi to navana in fact dictate and control the flow of ref,ut ees to the uni t.ed states. while we obli t.i~ly pick up the "Lab . ' No doubt it WE'. 6 ourhuman,itarian duty to do ,4o after' our self_inflicteci debacle o~ 1;75 , out we should notE that the world has not rushed In to praise our \'irtu€, and fo;:-' a 600d reason: The ',;Grld can recGlnize a CO) _out when lL see~ one . 

uur policy , however hU!l1ani t\l-:'ian in the short run, has heen a cop_out because it has stUdiously I'efuseci to name or deal with the real problem . The conventional wisdom of those who took control of' our policy after 1975 wae that J after the V. ~ . v;i thd~"ew 1 ts pre sence from Southeast ASia , ther. there would no lon<:. er' be any reason for the Comr.mnist. victorE to treat their subjects with hostili ty or oppression . In fact , of course . the ~ountains of Laos are littered with the corpses o f the Hmonl . Cambodia has been one lont blood-let tine . and the worle. has been flooded wi th refU2ees. And their numbers are o)en_ended . Eanoi can, 
. at any time and at its sole convenience . i mpose on the iiest a k..reater refu.:,ee flo~i than we can handle or ab sorb . 

\\hat nevI options do we have.r AS ' r e5ards Laos and CambOdia we should study the leseon of Af::.hanistan. There , at lonk.. last , o).'Jres sed peo)les have been able tc obtain at least some access to eq 'J.i pm€'!1t ane. arms 
with ~:hich tQ defend themselve s , thanks to the coura!..e and loyalty of the!.r Islamic neichbors . And what has ha ppe ned as a res'J.lt l' First, the Afchans have e een ab l e to retain a lare;e measure of freedom and security i n many parts Ilf the country. Second , the cost oil oppreSSion has been rai~ed to the oppressor . Third, no wicier war haE resulteci _ a.nd all t h!.s on the very' 
bo!'ctrs of tLe ~oviet ur:..1on . Not €' that tnere has been no "i'orw",r 'i' polley 
on the part of the '(;est . No one has affirmatively armed ana trai!1ed ~f':,han 
refu<:-ee s to re _enter the co~ntry and throw out the op)reS!;OrE . ':.L~ .. that has been done is to re'frain fr om t.h e sor t of einbare o .that ",e r.a v~' eo piously i mposed in Laos a nd Cambod!e. a""a,inst thoze who ,," ould resist op;>res~ion or , as in the ce..Ee 0:' the' ~!.'"on c,. si!J ,:: ly tY' r t o Eave themE81 \·8: E from 6enoc i 6e . 

• f" second o;>tion is to tte.rt ,-ettin~ the Vloro to the vi c ti:r.izec. peo;Jl€' s of former SlIIuth Vietnam that fli_ht and exile in ~he I,est is no lon",er an availa"cle solution fo:' the treat mass of those · .... ho wO'J.ld. like to leave, and that th,,~' mus t rerr:ain a t · hoC' s ~.n :: I"on: out t'l ~ i,' 
01,'n salva tion, how e ver lon::. it may te.ke . 

~ur pre5ent refu!.,es .;Jolley subsidizes o.':» ression . O)pre ssion !'ho'J.lc. be 111a6e to pay its Ol';n costs . vnl.l' th"n 1;111 the refUc:,ee problel:! be on the road to solution . 
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