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;~e may have met once. I recall a t tendinL a party t.i ven by 
someone in t he h mer i can commun ity in l·lunich in 1951, where a you~ 
wan was ~layi~ a balalaika and sincifiL in Russian _ and practically 
any other l an.:..ua.:.e it seelpp-d _ named Btll ,Coffin . Then last ni.:.ht, 
thirty -flve years l ater , I heard you once at-a in. albeit without 
balul (lt~a. on a puolic r ad i o broadcast here In \iashi~ton. DC. You 
offer ed the valuaole l ns i <:.ht that ac ti viste inc luded t hose \~ho ac ted 
o ut of hate as wel l as out of love, in the contex t of t he Vietnam 
a nti-w ar lllo vement i n wh ich you (llayed s u c h a pro:n i nent part. As fate 
would have It. I e:Jent many years in Vletnam between 1956 and 1 975 . 
mostly with A.LD., try lnc equally to do Lood as I sa·" it, vlhich for 
me was teo )!'e vent prec isely t he terrible fate that has overtaken the 
peopl es o f Indochina s inee 1975. 

Heflectlnl.. on our d i fferent r oles , I was reminded of the 
anc i ent proole w of resi s tance or non_re s i s tanc e ~o evil. I remembered 
~andhi had sa i d t hat if non-Violence did not work, then he would prefer 
even violence r a ther than ca)ltulation to eVil. I thouc,ht that whereas 
you saw your struccle atainst Violence a nd war as be i ne unquestlonably 
cood , I for eny part c o uld only see it in terms of 1ts end results, 
the visltatlon of incomparable evil and sufferin~ upon small nations, 
unwil l i~ peoples, exile of millions, concentration camps and the 
extlnction of three a nCient cultures and relt8 10us traditions of 
enorwo us beauty and crace, To me in Vietnam all those years, your 
anti_war campaicn bac k home flew illl the f a ce of two truths _ first,that 
no i deal and no truth can survive in the jUllLle of the worla unless 
someone is out the r e ficht1JlL for it, peacefully when poss ible and in 
arms when unaVOidable , and second , the well-nnown observation that 
nothi1\... lnc re is requlred to assure the triumph of evil than that [:;ood 
men should do nott l~ . 

It Seems incon testable t o ffi e that 1975 saw the triumph of 
evi l i n I ndochina . To me, the mass fl i c-hts of r efUGees voti~ with their 
feet and often dy i 1\... 1n the process , the so - call ed re_education C:l.Cl;JS , 
the se izures of Cambod1a and Laos , the sup)reee 10n o f anc i ent cu.l tur es 
and reli",l.ons , the totallt =.r i an ;)cll.ce s tate, the rnaes ive .)overty, 
cruelty and l oes o f hU:!lan d i <..n ity \,hich have charac t er i zed Hanol's 
ru]..,a s i :lce lJ75 all make it si'll;J l y <:.ro t esque to pretendt that ",ood 
ree ~lted frolll the f allur e of t he Alli ed effo~ts in I ndochina . With r espect , 
it seems t o me that your ~oodDess and your sincerity in fact abetted 
~re~ter e Vil s than the ev ll s you so~ht to o ve rco me . 

You lila,)' contend t hat the ,)rOblem was no t Hanol ' s dr ive to 
)lace ~ ,l.lth Vie tna m,.and a lso Laoe and Ca mbod i a , under i ts own communis t 
d i c t a t orship (a n ail~ , i nCidentally, expllcit)y s t a ted in t~§ manifestos 
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of the Indochina COlfi,r.un ist Party aE faE bacl~ as 1930 ), but rather 
our anti our allies arlced resistance to it. I concede that it is true 
that perhaps 100 milllon lives could have been saved tf Brl.tain, France, 
Russia, etc. had peacefully accepted Hitler's domination of Euro;;>e, 
and Japan's of Asia. But thls contention implies the premise that 
physical survival is the only value. or at leaet that peace is always 
better than violent resistance. I would SU..;.~2Et that the traditional 
freedolr.s of the ilest and the independence of many nations survive 
today prec l se ly because, and on ly becauee, people \lere 'dillinc to 
fi(:,ht for them In Ilorld i·iar II. I fur-ther believe that t he same issue 
preEe ll t 0~ itEelf in Southeast Asia. Some 200. 000 South Vietnamese 
died in cattle for it, nOli l;il1;;., in deliuerately desecrated t,raves. 

I ehould like to Inent lOl} one particular situation of relevance to 
these tho l'-.hte that I have presll.qleo t o i!1flLct on you ! 

;.J Llrln~ l!:~' la s t f .111 tour in Vietnam fro m 1 )66 _69 I had the 
hono r,. L.'= ., ",-,,1 lor AI'; offic ial to he~.d :l~J. on the U5xslde . the 
.du _f In'~ncGd amnesty ;;>rol.:,ram for Viet Con<.... ,. so:ne t i mes called the 
"open a r ms " ,?rocram. D.1ri~ 1Il~' tour alone saine 60 ,000 youn.:.. lllen and \-Iomen 
c .. me in. 48,000 of them beint..- armed iC combattahts . Thus about 
n ine divlslons were relfioved from the battlefield without loss of life 
on eit'!er s i de . It meant, 0;'1 O'll' side. a savin" of about 1 0 , 000 
h IC erican and 5 .)Llth iYi etnar.-,ese lives . The ov;;rall tota l of retnnnees. 
)(nolin as Hu i Ch",nh. for the ent i re llfe of the ;;>roLram f .L·· om 1963 to 
l ) 75 was atvc: t 2')) , 000 . 'oIhen the North Vietnameee tanks entered 
SaiGon in 1975. one of the victors' first t~sks was, as we now know , 
to track down the Ho 1 Chanh and return them to the rural areas fra il! 
;;l!ich they had defec ted. where they were either i wmed lately killed in 
1975 or consi~ned for life to inhuman labor camps lihere some still 
survive to this day . 

I mention thls spec lflc case as relevant to the subject of 
.auilt, in t h i s caEoe :,line . It was not enoUc.h for me to help offer 
i1mne sty and a repr leve from war unless I was al£o ~)r·e)are.i to :,Jrotect 
them, later on , from the consequences of acceptlne the offer. 
Nor. I res)ectitlllly submit" \las it enouc..h for you to op !JOse WaIl 
unless you were 9repared to protect innocent people from the 
consequences of losi~ that war, which was the concomitant of your 
efforts . I am sure we both tried to do eood as we saw it, hut I fear 
we both ha~e hlood on our hands _ m1ne for try1ne but not succeeding. 
you for turnifib your back on those who were tryl~. and their cause. 
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