
Editor 
The Washi~ton rost 
'" ashi ne t on DC 

Dear ~i r, 

}iarch 1 , 1;)03 

Certain ~enators and Coneress~en are now clamorin6 
for a "necotiated solution" and "power - sharinc. " in El Salvador as 
if these were realistic options , however desirable . In fact , in 
every major insur~ency s i nce World War II , once the shootine started, 
one s i de has a l ways ended uo winninc everythinc . and t he other side 
losirlt everythiIl;:,. Aleeria does not s hare .lower with France , npr, 
des~ite the elaoorate farce of the raris reace Accords , do the North 
Vietna~ese with the erstwhile South Vietnamese . For that ma)ter, 
Robert "iu .... a oe does not share much .lower with Jos hua N"Aomo , let alone with 
Ia:1 Smith. vur distin.:...tlshed lecislators \;Quld be better advised to 
sto~ deludi~ t he mselves with wishf~l t h inkinc and instead face the 
harder choice of \,ho they want to win or lose in such ca s es , and ac t 
accor inc.ly . 

And when t he] decide to eive aid , they should take two 
lesso ns f r o.n t he }ros in ,·;oscow and re&int. : (l)"ive t he aid without 
f~ s s or f anfare , ·:tinl:nizine C:irec.t U. S. ~articipation, so that if tC1e 
c l i ent l os e s anywa~ the ~atron ' s prestic.e ~ ill not unduly suf~er ; 
and (2) c.ive che s.rd in .r.o deration out with i lt)lacable )atience and 
s t ayi n~ ~ower until the desired coal 1s reached . 

The Con.:.ress has already civen am~le Droof of its ability 
to 106e i il i n ternational involvements of t he :::1 ~alvaGor t ype . I.'1 some 
venue . t here or elsewhere. a demonstration of its caJ6city to wi n one 
~ould be reas s urinc.! 
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