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Nguyen van Thoi May 23. 1983, 313 GeO. Ma80n Dr., Arlington Va. 

At the tille of L",\ ,""D tohe co_uni.t takeover in Viletnp I was ci,,11 
'" 

administrator of a diltrict of CaDt.bD, aaJor town in the Delta 80utbwe.t 
, ... ~~ 

of Saigon on the Me~ong River. There were about 25.000 people in thls 

'" dlstrict. On Aprll 30 at about 10 p.m. the communlltl occupied Cantho 

in force. They were both NVA e.nd 100,,1 \c force.. They broadcast on 

loudspeakers that everyone should go to work the next day as before. 

We learned later that this was so they could sort UI out more easl1y. 

We talked about whether to go to work o~~ tQ h1de. but on the next dar-
n., r;;.......~~~ 

I dec1ded to go to my office and ~ee what would ha~pen. When I got there 
'" I noticed some people, such as cyclo drivers. who were now revealed to ~ 

b~ommun1st officials all along. After recording our names and pOlitions, 

we were all sent hOlle about noon, and told to come back the hext morning. 
~ "r:'1AJ 

Next day we .. were put in a truck and taken to the former police 
.... 

detention center, ~iDg told we would have to attend lessona. There we were 

locked in a bare rOOm witho~~ of day. It was covered by a tin roof 

which made 1t very hot 1n8ide. Over the next few day. they put 300 people 

in. this room which wa. only big enough to handle 50. There were about 5 

latrine bucket. at the end of the roo.. We had no mosquito netl, no 

bedding. At 10 a.lI. the door would open and pr1soners would be deta1led 
~ <>'"'-l-

to ~2 : J Ul~ containers of r1ce. We would get one Imall bowl each, 

w1th a small piewe of f1sh ,or vesetable added. Tbi. happened again at 
J .• A b 1'1'. 

(.I.W"'" a t night. Twice each week we would be let out in the open air for 
~ ~ 

walbiDg. Three lien would have three w"rta of water. The firs~&Pt would 

be divided among the three men to wet the &kina. af ter which we would put 
~ r 

on soap. The DDher two qqaFts were for rinsing. This was all done very 
~T", w ~ - ...... OI";..:J 
~s. Ins1de. at night. 1t was so hot and there was so llttle a1r for 300 

1 

people that I wae afra1d I would suffocate. 

After about two weeka, at 10 a ••• mJ name was called out for 



2. 

interrogat1on. I vas taken to a roo. aDd 

a deslt. Behind the des;: was U cOllmunlat 

~suard with an AK 47 pointed at my back. 

sat down on a stool in front of 

ofn:';. and behlnd me was a 

I remember the first questlon 

the officer aslted .e. He saidl "Do you know why the Communlst Par)y has 

done you a favor already 1" I said nothing. He continued., "Because we 

bave not Itilled you outright. Al~ you peop~e whp_ ~orked for the puppet 
J.v.(J~)., ~ rr::-Jc'" ...-

government owe us a blood debt) " I said nothing. He aslted lIIe how many 

people I killed. I said no ... one. I had __ en a clvilian administrator. 

and before that. in the army. I 8aid I had been 1n G_4. the supply 

section. I dId not tell h1. I had been in G-2 (lntelligence). in the 
1M 1'171. - 7,] )~ 

33rd Regiment of ~< ~18t IDfantrY . D1viaion.~r I ~d/ not be here today. 

1 en. ~ ~ tc......... ~'&.. N~v_ .. o<.", •• ~~w '" ~ 
I Higher ranking co.bat offlcers of the South Vietnam arcy had 14'\ie 
~ (I .~ f.u:>.! 
~ ~h.nce. I knew that the Corpa COJUllaD4er M!J. Gen. Nguyen Xhoa Ham and hia 

1 
deputy Brig. Gen. Le van Hung had k111ed 1~e~elv,sn on April 30 to avold 

04< ~t..- In ~ Cn~"C ' R..." ~ lCJ, ~ ~ ~ "< )n?-

capture. They were not wll1lns to flee abroad and leave thelr men behind. 

And whlle most ofi~layed along wlth anything the comaunlsta .. ld or dld 

so as to stay allye •. aOlle d1d not. I remember Col. Ho Ngoc Can._ 
.... 

Province Chief of Chuong Tbien Provlnce and foner Ranger co_aD4er, 
" 

H.e dened the commun1a~ from the out.et arui Just laughed at them. So 
;".. G.c..! ~ - 1...",' f>-

ODe night in Auguat or September 1975 we we~e made to watch a TV 
4 ~ 

showlng of the trlal of Col, _He ~Jc~&D before the so-called Peoples I 
...... e"......~ '" tt.. ~......J ~ ""'~~~ "J ~ C:fJ1t::IN~ -, 

Court. They made a mlatake .howing u. that becauae he laughed at them. 

~ 1 He asked that hia body be burl~ wrapped 1n the flag of South Vietnam. 

J 'j They refu .. d. So he shouted "Viet Nail Cong Hea Muon Naa ! L whlch Ileans tf 
. . ':] I1h N7 J<..u-.., ~ 

i
~ "long 11ve the Repub11c of V1etnam," and then they ahot hlm two or three 

'j. t1m .. 1n the head. He was 38 years old. the beat Colonel In the Mekong 

. :~ \>'1 Delta reglon. ~ J He was a great bero to all of us. 

A'fter about thre. monttba 1n Cantho I was moved to a foner Catho11c 

seminary In Cai Rang. amout ten ~110meter. away. Here cond1tlons were 

much better f or U8 .. a8 we bad only 30 aen to each rooa. We were awakened 



went 
at 5130 a.m. tor exercl.e. Then wlthout any tood. we ---* to cla •• 

from 1.30 tl11 noon. I remember our tlrst le.son whlch wa. entltled. 

"!aerlcan Imperlallsts _ Enemy ot the Vietname.e People." Flrst they 

told us bov Dad the Amerlc'" were. and ot cour.e we Just vent along 

vlth anythlng they sald. and then they told us how they had klcked the 

Amerlcans out ot Vletnam. ot cour.e I knew lt .as a polltlcal thl-S. 

and I remembered how Klss1nger bad sold u. out at Parl.. I knew that the 

Amerlcana had lett Decause they .anted to, and the cOlDllunlsts had never 
0.-klcked tn.. out. But ve wnt along wlth whatever bullshlt they .ald 
~ 

because we wanted to 11... I thlnk some ot the peasant people .ay baTe 

bel1ned the COllDlunieta because they kne: ~t~U~'L! .. ~~ ~~~~ } fr :r 
olo.sly wlth the AmerloAns as lnterpreter wlth our 21st ABVH Dlvlslon. 

S'--
It we abJected ~ dlsasreed wlth anythlng the ooamunlst. sald).e would 

~.;~ 
never set out ots the ca.p • ••• , ,e • • we thousht. Also. they alway. kept 

telllng us "we wl11 send you home soon." but then we would be kept oa 

for months or year., so ln the end ve never belleved anything they said 

anymore. I remember one ot our group who was a tough Hoa Hao frOm Long 

Xuyen. Oae nigbt he took blood trom hls arm a~~"])a Dao Ho Chl 

Mlnt" on the wall ot our rooa. That .eans "death to Ho Chi Mlnh." 
- ~ 

The communlsts Just took hl.~ and tl11ed hlm. They dld not entorce 
oM~~' 

dlsclpllne by beatlng. or torture. Tb~s~Y~J~un.nt~k~l~l~l~.~d~Orrrt.eDd~.~r~s ... ~e~lNt~h~.~r 

1ll:t;h.~8WI1-C~.w1:tIi"""1iiuii'Dl:oi'rto- the back ot the head. ,{< 
South 

AnyWay. the second le880n was called "The/V1etnaae.e Puppet 

Goyernmeat" and the thl~ .as "The Ibuth Vietnam, Army - ene.y ot the 

People." 
Atter lunch whlch- was b.tter at the semlnary center Decause we 

had a chance to cook: OWl own tls~and rlce and because we could grow 

so.e YeSetables. we were sent out to do manual labor ln the tlelds 

for the rest of the day. Thls went on tor slx .onths. wlth Sundays ott 

so the co_unlsts would not have to come to work. Durlng all thls time 
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our families~ere never told where we were. Eyen. the people who were 

taken away. like the Boa Rao man. the communist. never told the family 

where they bad b1ll'ied hi. body. tuJust d1Bappeared. 

After six mo_ths we were moved &Bain, this time to the former 

Cbleu Hoi center on the outskirts of Cantho. Thi. was a camp built for 

Viet Cong who came in to the j¥'overnaent of South VietDUI under its 

s~ • ' •• 4 "open Arma" amnesty program. These people. known as the Hoi 

Chanb. had come in because they were fed up with the war or had come 

to hate the communists for some reason. Anyway. if they had been 

Communist Party members or had fouaht for the South Vietnam government 

after their return. they were taken away and killed by the communists 

after 1975. Some could escape by hiding in the big Cities, but if they 

went back to their village they would be cauaht and killed. 

This camp was again better than the seminary. For the first time 

our families were allowed to come visit us. We were allowed to see them 

f or 15 m1nutes every month, and my w1fe brought me some food and, aboTe 

all. a mosquito net. This net was a 11fesaver when we were Doved to 

our next destinat10n. which was the famous Cu Lao Dung forest. This 

place ,was down near the seacoast at the border of Soctrang and 
V~ /I......<. 
~azU. It was a tidal area so that a place where you were stand1ng 

would b.e chest deep in water a few hours later. We first had to clear 

the Jungle. then build a dike to keep the tide out. and then make rice 

fields. This was all done by hand w1th only s1mple tools. The area 

bad been communist-eontrolled during the war, and we were like on an 

1s1and surrOUnded by water and by people who would report us 1f we tried 

to escape. It was really 
__ ~_-------,oov 

~ ~worked hard all day. then had to attend a 30-minute self-eriticism 

. f1.§O 
a ~ labor camp w1t~O of U8 there. We 

session before going to sleep. The camp administrator was a southea 

Vietnamese communist and was easier on us than a north Vietnamese would 



haYe been. For e:u.mple. we had large latrlne plts which we ul1ed. When 

these were full. we would slmply fl11 them o~er wlth earth and bul1d a 

new one. But in another camp run by a north V1etD&llese, he made the 

men empty out the old latrine with their bare hands and use the eaae 

plt oyer agaln. We w e also lu~~ecause our camp was for civl1lan 

administrators and pollc ~camps for the former South Vietnam 

soldiers were much wor • heard that the camp at Tay Ninh, north of 

Saigon~ was really errlble. 

From tlme to time we would all be assembled and names would be called 

out, and If it was your name you had to stand OYer on the other side. 

Usually this was to select out the ~lgher oftlclals so they could be 

sent to camps ln Dorta V1etnam. We always feared that, because many of 

these peo)le would never be released •• Early ln 1977 a good frlend of 

mine obtalned hls release and was returned to Cantho. aefore he left 

be promised to get ae out. too. So h1s wlfe and my wlfe got some money 

and br1bed a communlst offlclal. There was a lot of corruptlon of thls 
~ klnd, whlch was lucky for .e. So one day my naae was called out and I 

was told to get ready to leave ln the morning. ~ I was put on a boat 

which went up the rlver to Cantho. eIratlkt We spent the nibht on the 

beat and then. were taken to another camp. Faml1ies were let in and we 

all milled around looking for each other until suddeniy 8y 11ttle son 

saw me and came runnlng oyer. Then they had a ceremony with speeches 
;1 ~ 

and we received certlflcates of release from the re_educatlon camps. 

I was allowed to go home to my faml1y in Cantho but was kept 

under close watoh and had to report to the police every tew days. 

I got a Job pedalllng a cyclo and dressed in poor clothes, barefoot. 

The communists approved of this and the survel11ance eased off acter 

about three mon~hs. Meanwhile I was planning to escape. 
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One day. without any permission~ I simply got on the bus for Saigon. 

There I ~a good Vietnameee friend who agreed to collect money to 
~ o.-..a...&d <.t"" ~ ~ 

pay for the building of a bo.t. So he would col~~t- gold in 8aigon and 
,~.M<.....~ . 

I would taka it back to Canlho 1n BlI&ll uount.. I woUld never stay 

overnight in Saigon. lest my absence from Cantho be noted. When'- c.....-.-
~ -.. 

f~'ePd had oelisated 50 ounces of gold I was able to have a Sa fishing 

boat constructed whlch was registere. under the name of a local 

fiBheraan. I purchased. compasa and eveD. a U.S.Navy chart of the 

Gulf of Thallawl)on ttw black u.rket ln 8&igon. 

In December, 1978 our elcape party made itl move. There were 

32 •• D and wo.en and 17 children. We a 1 left .t 1 •• m •• nd travelled 
.k;~ .f.". ~ ~5l4: ~ Ii.-..., ( ~ 

e.exlaud through the U Minh fore.t of Camau to the seaA Meanwhile the 

boat 

nur 

had gODS down the river and was walting for us 500 yard I offshore 

the ~ D~ ~~Ckl. We were aw.itlng an experlenced pllot who 

would gu1de us to Thal1awl but ije never showed up. So Ju.t befora 

dawn we had to leave .nyway. I told the. that I could flnd the way. 

We sal1ad for three day. and two night.. The .eas. wera so rough 

that we had no trouble from the Thal plrates who prey on refugee boats. 

Finally I saw brlght light. on the Thai coast so I steered for that. 

We arrived there .t about 1 a.a. and it turned out to be a Thai naval 

hase. We motored right ln aDd dropped anchor. They took DO aotlce of 

us until 7 •••• After we lurrendered to the." I told the. they would lr 

have trouble if the oommunlsts decided to attack Thailand. I waa sant 
J~~,I(J...~ 

t04 refuge. c •• p_ .nd after three month. we received peraiasion to ,., 
come to America , because I had worked closely with the Americana during 

I 

the war. We now 11ve in Virgini •• 


