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Former 2nd Lleut. ARVN. Gen. Staff Trng Off lcer •. former 
student Facul~y of Law. ~ Salgon. 

On Aprll 27 (1975) my famlly members all left Salgon except for me. 
I was employed as a tralnlng offtoer at the ARVN General Staff near Tan 
Son Nhut alrport. My rank wae 2nd. Lleut. I had been drafted ln 1970 from 
my clvlllan. status as a law student. April 29 was Illy last day of werk. after 
which we were told to go home. Presldent Duong van Mine surrendered at 10 a ••• 
on Aprll 30. and the Speclal Forces Un1t at the Gen.eral Staff was the last 
un1t to lay down lts arms. Startlng about noon on • Aprll 30. the flrst 
NOrth Vietnames. tanks and lnfantry came down Cong Ly Street from Tan Son 
Nhut. past the apartment where I llved. No one pa1d much attent10~ Many 
South Vletnalllese c1vi11ans surtaced as having been VC agents all along. They 
could be anybody _ a laborer., a school teached. anyone. For two monthe I had 
no problelll. Just llved at home. went shopplng as betore. uslng South Vietnam 
plastres. Durlng this tlme the communists were organlzing the population. 
tor. example. divldlng the ci t y up into unlts ot 10 households. registerlng 
lts members etc. For this they used North Vietnamese civillan cadre and also 
Vlet Cong who had surtaced. 

Then l n June came the flrst orders to report addreesed to tormer ARVN 
personnel. The flrst call was for non-eoms/ who were detained for only three 
days~ then sent home. This was very reassuring to the rest. Atter two w~s 
the next call was tor offlcers of field grade and up to Generals. who were 
told to bring food and clothing for one month. One week later. company grade 
offlcers _ Lleutenants and Captains _ were called uP. bringing 10 days tood 
and clothel. I ACcordlngly reported to a hlgh school in the Tan Son Nhut area 
one mornlng and waited there all day. Then at mldnight we were loaded in 
groups ot • 40 each lnto canTas covered Molotova truckl. They were not blg 
trucks and we were packed in etanding up and stayed that way as the trucks 
proceeded to unknown destination. arrlving at about 8 a.m. We then could see 
we were in the former US and AR VN 25th Dl v1Bion compouDcl at Tay Nlnh, north 
of saigon near the Cambodlan border. 

Tbe overall c&IIP ca.e under D1v.ielon 3,. and was broken down into unit. 
corre.pondlng to Brigadel des1gDated by the letter L. and into Regiment. UJlJIeS,"" .. zt.&. deslgnated by the letter T. Each T cODsl.ted of about 800 
pri.onerl. DiT1aion 3 had four Ls. aDd each L bad five Ts. which means that 
the Division camp overall contained about 16.000 men. includlng former 
G VN. c 1 vll eervantet"-as well as mlli tary otflc ers. I was a s signed to L4. T5. 
My T was commanded by a KOrth Vietna.eee Major. wl~h Itatt oa a Captaln who 
was also :Poll tical Officer" 5 jun10r otflcers plus NCOs and soldlers. for 
a total forc e of 20 men. Our T of 800 prleonera wal surrouDcled by a wlre 
tence about 200 metres on a 11de,. with guardl at _he cornerl. ant a ml netleld 
outside. Thls alnetleld had been part ot the detense perimeter ot the old 
baae. tnalde our compound there were tour eheltere wlth tin roots butno 
walla. The floors were concrete or wood. ODe hundred men were a •• lgned to 
.ach sh.lter. whloh waa origlnally dea1gned for 30. and there ••• 'MI' w.re 
no beda. a.ddlJl6, aosqui to netl etc. At n1e;ht you clUld not turn over to 
eith.r aide without hlttins your ne1e;hbor. In the whole eaclo.ure. there wa. 
one latr1ne for thr.e •••• to aerYe 800. 

For the tlrst month our only task was to fix up the .he~tera and the 
compound. We took apart old 011 drums. tla~aed the sldel and .ade Walli. 
We alao dug well. about ten •• tree deep tor our water .upply. We used helaeta 
or old empty ammo boxes a. bucketl to bring up the water. 
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At first there was no routt.e at all and we were free to work on our 
quarters or v1s1t other shelters wlthin our wlre anclosu.a. After two weeks 
thel atarted to organ1ze ua lnto XROl (200 people). broken down lnto DOl 
(40). agaln .ubdl~lded lnto TO (10). Each- group would have a le.der ase1f:ned 
by the North Y1etnamese c.dre. By the end of the f1rst month our barracka 
and compound were completed. we wera orsan1zed lnto groupa. and were DOW 
assigned to labor taska. As yet there was DO pollt1cal lndoctrlnatlon. 

Dur1ng th1a perlod of labor our day began at 5 •••• when. drum aummoned us 
to 15 minutes of callathenloa. then a half-hour for washlng up aDd report1ns 
tc the work site. Our taak was to dla .. ntla a great earth aound around the 
camp" lncludlng guard towers wlth thousands ot old sandbags whloh were very 
bard and heavy. We would the. flatten the ground and prepare lt for agr1. 
culture. At 10130 work would stop and we would return to our compound for 
the flrst meal of the day. The rat10n at flrst vaa 700 grams of rlce per 
day~ wlth a 11ttle drled flsh. aDd puapkln ae a vegetable. and aome aalt. 
At 12:30 lunch was over and we went back to work until 5 p.m. Dlnner waa then 
at 5130 (the a&lle food as lunch) and then trom 7-9 we bad to attend auto .... 
crltlque sessl008 to go over the results of our 10 hour. ot labor ln the 
hot sun. While work1DE; ve bad a ten IIlnute break each hour but bad to remaln 
in. the blazlng beat. One prlaoner" Ngo Nghla.. tried to aacape by aeizing a 
guard's gun but he was quickly caught~ and each Khoi had to send one man to 
witness the executiona at which he was shot. 

~fter one month at labor. pollt1cal lnstructlon waa held. We had claas 
from 7 - 11 and 1 - 5. There were 13 leSSODS whlch lasted for three months 
and were taught b, North V1etnamese mlli tary instructors. Each lesson would 
be presented in. part for one day and then discussed ln the TO for two more 
days before going on to the next part. Essentially the instructlon was on 
how bad imperialism is in general and American imperlallsm in partlculab. 
They revlewed each stage of Amerlcan ~llcy. such subJecta as the rapld 
reactlon forces. Westmoreland's search and destroy tactlcs. paclflcatlon, 
and Nlxon's "Y1etnamlzatlon" tactlcs. and then they explained how each one 
had been defeated by them. The North Vietnamese instructors were basically 
very ignorant people. They convinced ano. one and they knew 1t. but at the 
same time everyone went along with anything they said/ to avoid trouble. 
They also taught. us how good soc1a11sm ls • . ~~eq.1~~F~tor thought Amer1can 
and Engllsh were two separate languages. We ~y one but not the other! 

I spent li years 1n th1s camp. The r1ce rat10n was reduced to 600 grams 
after . ' months. but we were allowed to grow some veget,bles. Also •. af ter th1s 
fir st 6 months food packages from our fami11es were perm1tted once every l 
three months. and we had one fam1ly v1s1t last1ng two hours dur1ng th1s 
li years. Labor just went on every day agaln. 6i days a week. Two more men 
tr1ed to escape in the f1rst year. Both were captured. one shot 1n the leg . 
They were not executed but were put 1n a ConeJllt conta1ner in the sun for _ 
more than two months on a r1ce and salt d1et only. We were also made to 
clear the m1nef1elds. Three men lost legs. We had to carry them on stretchers 
to a hospital 5 m11es away. AnQther tlme when we were cuttlng rushes to make 
thatched roof. a mine went off and k111ed 7 men at one time. We had no doctors 
and no medicine. except asp1~1n and Vitam1n B6. plus any med1c1ne from our 
fam11y 81ft packages. 

* * * * 
., 

* * 
After 18 months at Tay N1nh our whole camp was transferred to Bu Sia 

near the Cambpdian border between Phuoc Long and Banmethuot. Here we met 
with malar1a~ an.d more than 90% of us were 1nfected wlth 1t. This was a 
place of total, dense Junele~ and our task was to clear 1t w1th machetes and 
axes we made from the spr1ngs of junked m1litary veh1cles. after first having 
bu1lt bamboo shelters for ourselves and for the North Vietnamese cadre. 



Our JOD was to con.vert this jungle into agricultural land for a"New 
Economic Zone. 

Tl:liB time our quarters~ being made by us from virgin 
j~le. were less crowded. and we also were able to work among the 
trees without being bothered by guards. There was only one road out 
of this area. nowhere to go. so security was considerably relaxed. 
The communist system of discipline is quite different from the open 
violence and brutality wblch you would expect to find in a Latin 
Aaerican dictatorship or in Iran, but it is very effective. It has 
three basic parts. First. they deprive the prisoner of any contact 
with his family for long periods. Then they work him hard on an 
inadequate diet which is periodically reduced. (In this new camp 
the rice ration again went down,. to 500 grams per day.) Finally. they 
turn the men against themselves. For erample. if a TO does not work 
bard enough and does not fulfill its quota. the men are simply kept 
in the auto-critique session until they solve the problem themselves. 
missing food hours or sleep. as long as necessary. Thus anyone who 
has a spirit of resistance will find the others turning against him. 
In these ways a mental state of depression is induced. I believe that 
after three years of such treatment. the will is broken. 

OYer the next 1* years we were transferred to four places 
in Pbuoc Long province. always with the same mission of clearing the 
jUD61e. ~y this time I had been a guest of the North Vietnamese 
communists for three years. TneDJin June 1978 •. without any advance 
warnine;,. I was 6iven a discharge paper and released. 

The release policy is tbis: Medical doctors are freed first, 
after 18 months. because of the critical need for them in the societay. 
College graduates are usually let go after three years. I had majored 
in, economics at the University before taking legal training. Again. 
the state i. desperate for trained people. Conversely a simple combat 
offlcer --at* could have 11ttle hope of release. The communlsts 
will keep him confined indefinitely as a security pre.autlon. while 
profiting from his unpald labor. M&n1 of those with whom I toiled 
under those miserable condltions are, I all sure. stl11 there. eight. 
years after the coaaunist vlctory. 

aou may ne surprise~ but I was not so happy to be returning 
to Saigon. because I knew that~ls just another camp. The people are 
dlvided lnto 10-bousehold units. or TO. Every 10 TO have thelr 
uniformed Public Security officer from the North Vietnamese Army. He 
knows everything ab.out you ami your household. even what you are 
eating. He can come in to your house at any time of day or nlght. &DId --r. 
you IllUst stay on hls good slde. You can only tra .. el to another CltYj P-..t ( 
if he issues you an lnternal pass. When I arri~d in Saigon, I was 
ordered to go to the police every week to tell them where I was. whom 
I had met or talked with during the week. At nlght we were obliged ta 
to attend the self-crlticlsm sessions. Just 11ke in camp. 

My family's house had been confiacated so I stayed flrst with 
a f r iend from student days and decided immediately to 60 underground. 
I bought a forged pass on the black market and kept moving my place 
of residence for 8 monthe wi t hout being caught, until I escaped f r om 
Vietnam. It happened t his way, One evening my nephew cal led me and 
said he had money and had arranged to Joln a boat which would try to 
get away. I tat~w4xkt. went wlth hlm a little later to a small boat 
on. the saibon River. at 4 a.m. We went down this rlver until 11 a.m. 
when we reached 1lng Tau. f ormerly Cap Salnt Jacques. Then we waited 
until l~ that nlght. when a fishing boat came in from the sea. It 
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was 13 metres long and 4f metres w1de. and 136 people who. 11ke 
us" had made t he1r way to Vung Tau went on board. Then. at m1dn1ght, 
the boat sa11ed out to sea aga1n in stormy weather to avo1d the patrol 
boats and sa11ed for s1x days. dur1ng wh1ch we had no food at all. 
unt11 1t arr1ved at an uninhab1ted 1s1and 1n Indonesia. Local 
f1shermen then took us to a refugee camp" from wh1ch I was processed 
rap1dly for the United states as Category I since I already had parents 
here. had been an off1cer 1n the ARVN and had been 1n a con.entration 
camp. 

Looking back now at the s1tuat1on in Vietnam .. I can only say 
it 1s bleak. The po11cies of the commun1st regime w111 not change 
unt11 the present leadership 1s dead, and the polloles are not working. 
The qua11ty of the admin1strat1on 1s poor .. and the educat10nal system 
1s backward. Only 30% of high school gradlates are accepted for 
h1gher tralnlng, the rest golng directly to production. Ind the 
tra1nins provided at the .. t ..... *tt .. univers1ties i8 poor. The 
farmers have lost the1r land to the state and have no incentive to 
produce. Food must be diverted to the army in Cambodia and Laos. 
and the small businessmen are beine squeezed out. The populat1on in 
former South Vietnam 1s host11e. depressed and wa1t1ng for any change. 


