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Jul~' 26 , l )'{';) 

:-;;,. vin ... briefly t eleyhoncu bE-ro i c I b.E t n i "ht on ar['iva l here 
1n .l. llEtra lia , I wan t ed t o rush a short eE t bate G:' the Ei tuation to you 
both. ~y 1 1 uays i n the Eebrides , wh ere I i n t e rv1ew ed Ec~['eE of peo)le I 

of all llE:ECriptionE on all Eor tE of Ellb j ec tE foi' ~'J ar ticle on the area , 
~ave ~e EO~O fe e l for a very cOI"plex situation in rapid tr ans ition . I Ehall 
,J ut toee t her a de t all ed r ",)ort fr orr: my notc E a t a l a t er da t e . l'hiE letter , 
however , wi ll a t terr.) t to EUlf.L,ar i ze where t h i nc.E Etand now . 1 . The h efu,ee Litua ti on 

As y o" b oth know, t he HE:[.ll'iaes are h eaC:1flt.. for early i C1de)en<lenc e . 
At tf. 1 s n.ument , t ha nks l ar", e i y t o F rellch i nE iEte!lce i n wh ic h tr.E: ~l ' lt1 e h OJ!., 

conc urred , a a rb-ftint.. coo.;" i lteE: i E wOI'E. i n,- ovc: r·tl !!.'; tv ) I·ouuce a cO;IE t i t J t:1~ 
wh i ch will H. t the )cJ.rhlll<O t er' E ~ VI ' th e later L"'fJco!':.. l E: lec tion . r.e VanJa ,. ku 

.. ar t y hb.U ,.hIEhE.a hb.ru for' € l ec ti ~IlE f i rs t , cone t iL,ltlvn la t er , but t he 
Feench " tor.; f il ·,,, . '1he French ['"siel e 'lt cv.: .. J.L E£lonu' , liober· t , 5t", t eo fla tly 
i n a --,r'E:EE cvllf"l'eoce that. France I'i o" ld not uGal "ith or ' SJ).JOT· t f l fltd1c t 1-, lly 

any n e Vi Heur 10ean ,-o vcrm.e n t. I-Ihlch had a <i t o t c lituri an " ctyle of cunEt it u _ 
tion . l'he Lie(' t lon~ are Ecl' L !UlL. fue v(' t v!.; ,, !· 1 '{ , !Ju t 110 llJlL uLlt Lveb tr.at 
t hi s fch cuo..il l... \ .. l ll Lit:: ,:Li)t • . ~OV l. J1bt; l · >J r' LE.. (', ' Ln: J' b. [' C IfJ~ !'f-: ll }l; ly J.t.!. t c~ . l'h '- l.; )vt la .le t:,; 01 l ht[ It l tJ .... (jL !'Ul-f'41'\ .. t t L\ l·C ~·. ~ ,-t~l.L i f . ...le I t lr l ~ : 

H uCh:: vi' Lit.. )(;.1t1,-6 who '\' il 1 L_ (:Jf1Ll_f ti d .... 1 n t rL' clbcLi u uf: 1 £ hl;OUL t. o 

t o"ch Ll", !'<"fU ... L·' i [~_H: wi t h ., 1.,,11 1' ·JJ t. .J _ 1,. eI!l t lL th e ",11,.(: ,\:1 00 if vv,. f' . 
Ji-h.!.y :.t <OVI,. I . ~ I' i ",ht " LJt It I")J I~ UL u ,) ~l ll ic:" l ,"i:u~t '_ l fof' rJ i , _\.vl:1 ... 
th e o,J.JUf.- itl. oll b. .) ~.Li jltcul Lo"l "'iL h 11]11(' ;' 1.0 r" l.i.Y t:v""~',~l'" :,,~·.L.I~ L !11:' . • 

,h f t e r LLt t....ll;;.(·r. lu!lL , %1.ljf h (l ,- -·f l t: . ' i :h.:-. . h.l..<C(l{'(; 1:; ;( t h,-.1 u!" i \.·l.: .. 11~1 ;...r·i. ... nl (;Q 

( whic h Doth Con io~ . l n iu m }~WdrS have f or~ally (:c .!I. l.t t e6 t h~.~Eclves to 
",ran] \, lth.)", t de l ay J, the EiLut.1vr1 will ue cnt lr .;ly u if :'''i'ent . ,! u.l VillI 
be fa E cL1'-'t L~ t v "now Lh,,- t jLn .. ~ ' l r.L."u &. 1'el'; w,-,,, ,,,s ,,~o Vi i th none ot r.er· 
th~n i.a lte r· ~ i n i , h'00.6 of V'", dUU ;.,;U, 0:1 U:e L~u~ "C t of r"f"", ,,Gs . J1., ... 
~ ay s l, a lt EI' t 01" h i u. that he , '' ''' It ,,,· , \'I~S ",lso l.lc:l\..«Ll tv i ,lvlte refu~ets 
to t he hebriues , bu t tha tll out El a.e ad vi E,II'E II ha_ Ej;r on",ly cIr,-co. t h e i'arty 
t o dRr E:r t his i E_Je LUltil af t ",!, tt:e e l e c1.lon . L l.ili want8C: tc '=now . if 
the i SEue VibE raiEee b. t b. l a t tI' tiL.e , wh"L h" r u i_ .. ~ ~0~1~ Etill ~aE.e ~ood 

on h l s offer of cuEtOG. 1,wQ wh-r, LLt l·ef!.4~"LE ccr ... l c.: c L'"y . o. t t V",nE r 8, ,11 eo 
t ha t t i E off"r WOuld r'; I'.aill <..0;)00 . (". or·e uuC"lt ~ \. ,,: ~' b.n-l ., a lter Ll n i tJe low . ) 
~hus t tere 1s '" uistlnc t }oS Ei u ility t ha t t te nE.W ,-ovcrnment of t he 
Hebrides IDb.Y it self Eu ",,,,es t , or be amE:nab l e to OJtslde SU,,-,-estlon , t ha t 
r e f uc-t cs come o.JE;n l y w111 of f l c:lally to t he 2eur l des , )robabl y t,) thE; _Di e 
bay area of SantO . 1'h i 6 woule 0", t he best ~olut i vn :or ",11 cOIlc ~rn~c: : c . 

UN EUJvort c uul d b e l a l a on fvl LnE trip a na ~aint en.nce in t he ~e~r l ue _ , 
t hE: r 81' el",eCS wOLll 6. no t be a )oiit Lca l footuall , Eubject ~ o a ttack oy 
p ow rfu l rOUJE in tte i s l ano s who c oul t rl"h tly clai lL t n~y had never bee n 

~ , 
h h t · h I f of1 a 'y and north 

consulted For exa wJle alt ho uL t e eas e I n a ~ ~ ~ 
"anto c om~£ within NaLrr i a u:e l . the wes t ern half io Van et'" AKU country , aS

l 

w ~ u t h Santo a nu o t her e n c l a vl,. E 1n the i Eland. / l\£f"L""s COlr. iClc.. O)ell y 
~~ t;; invita t ion would n ot bo cau .... ht betw et.n t hlUl fOl'ces . 1 i to h i s 

!; canol af t er l ndei)endence , i f ~ t ", ven6 did. no t j' lnc; the sit..ua on 
"'le1. 1 Yhe coulu c<. . 60 l n op t fOl ' !:i§ i nue,J t, r1 \lCOncE: 1I,0ve , ",rlU Lh i ~ l:ule not 

A nc o " t i t l 'fl" II he lif oellu 1sEu", a I!.o ce 

ha ve t he Conao.r, i n lum ,)OVi erS L v coo en" w 1. ,., crea 1.b l e i nvita tl on to t he refu~6~e • 
. nl ln refel eCE i o lI bl sck " now wo ul o , ln 

The eu,-~"steel o)tion of , tel . ' c ~ce 11li~ence bitternesE ana u)roa r in 
my vle w. s;ell d i sas t e r . It WO el: o , va t i.Cal'· '1ft t o Vanu60 "xu jus t a t 
the iElanas, present ~n eno~mo ,, _ . ihl 

anu Jow~r of :;r l.t1sh , AUEtra l ian a nd 
e lectio n tlme , brlne oo"n t e wr~ U) in 'aU aealn and , finally , t~e 
other i nterest s . Jl~my c ~ulo e nQ c! 'O Ul~ bE: aeE~e~B te . Jo real 1 0",Etlca l 

~ractical s itua ti ull of the refuGee ~ c -
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arr ant.emen t s a r's t n ,Jl a ee , or coul d be put in place With out alertInE, 
everyune in sit-ht . The whole th i nb could be another "Bay of Pi gs " and 
I ~elieve woul ci. be . Far more sens Ib l e to walt unt11 after the eiectione 
ana ~o one or othe r of the two rout es mentioned above . The best would be 
t he ~pe n i nvita t i on b the new Hebridean re~ ime , whatever it is. Jdmmy 
woul a in a ny case t.e t much of the credit b eca use he would be prOVidins 
the land. He wou l d ale o ~et the pOwer because the refutee s would be in 
h i e domain . The UN cou l d , and would, in terve ne to prevent the oper a tion 
fro m fall int. . In t h is connectlon , Ji mmy is d ue to meet at;,aln with 
Walter Lini in Vi l a on JUly 27, and th i s matter w111 be discussed at thie 
time . FInally , I tried to mee t Llnl myself , b ut he wa s too tied up 
wIth the constltutional c onve nti on" eo I sent h i m a l etter outlinin€. bott. 
t he Christ i an dULy a na al so the advan t aces to the future Hebride s of 
hei pi nt. t he refu~e b s af t er the new c Ove rnment i s f ormed . 

2 . ~oli tic al Reallties 

Vanua Aku is the mos t broadly based an d be s t orean i zed and supported part 
in the Hebr i des . Indeed it i s t he on l y really modern pOlitical machine 
in beine:,. . Its l eader, iValter Lin i, ie widely respected as a patriot and 
i dealist by virtuall ' e veryone in th e Hebrides, includin~ Jl1mmy SteveBs. 
Lini, besides wantin~ indeJendence for t he Hebr i de s, also has a feelins 
for the ri ch ts of local e,rou ps in th e is l ands . Jimmy says he Can work __ 
with Lini and Vi ce versa. The ~eater problem li es in the more radicaL 
and less conservative win /::. of va:lua,llku . T:, is ts composed of people 11k( 
Kal kot I'la t as , Ba r ak SO oe and, t o a l e e s important debree, people like 
Lini ' s k i d s l ster , Hilda . They publish the Van ua Aku "Vi ewp Oints", as y, 
know and all r ece ived their tire some SOCialist traininb and Jarg on at 
the Un lver slt · of the SO:lth Paciftc in Fiji. They receive sup port from , 
t he Worl d COU;lc il of Chur ches , Au s tra lian and New Zealan d l ef twinb g roupi 
and lit,htwe l L hl ~0c18lt c t l(1p.el o.!. '~ 9 S an d carpetbacvel"S rally around them, 
includinb t Y.i-Jes 11 K. the I r i shman \~ally O' Shea. A lot depends on whethel 
vanua Aku in the fu ture remains under the -c ontrol of Walter Linl and 
~eor e Kalkoa the ree~ected Mini s t er of Public Admi nis tration in the Pl · es~n t inter i m t.>o vern~ent. or whe t her it is t aken over by the "Young TUl 
J ~mmy s t e vens should cultivate close ti es wIth Linl, which would 
strenLthe n both theIr hands;and t end to weaken the radica l wing . 

But e ven aSE<UlJl t nt:, t hll worst, that the forthcomin g e lec t!on~ ~how !l 

clear Vanua A~U vla~o~~a~n~h~~a~r~h~or~~;~:; :i~~n~~ai~~~ ~o~ia~l:~ , 
over that j ar y . an J t e ven ~ and the moderates would stIll 
bureaucracy on th e i s lands. ~~mml s~and B are d ispersed . Custom trad ttlons 
have a lot co lnc.. for them . e 1 et' hard ind eed. The 
and the habit of local) self_~ulefwi~e ~!~a~usYspeak 130 dlf febent 
112,.596 (la t es t census psop e on b onl three people! On south , 
l ant"ua t,e s. One l anc..uat.,e ls ' s~O~~talY of 2~ lang uat:.es • Furthermore, loc~l 
J.lalekule., 4000 people spe~~ti whic h they will not s urr ender ltx.1;J:x 
broups have d i s t inct iden es t in Jtli:ai. Vila One cann ot 
iichtly to a handful of tin soc~al1~ S J ohn Frum fo~ 14arxism--Lenintsm 
i mae in@ the people of Tanna exc a~~r~re Jimmy stevens and the moderates 
in the near t e rm without a wa~. the rass ~mw s row wnder their 
(who are not always IImodeIai~ £ol~!~~~~ ste~ens had hosted a meetlng of 
feet. Shortly before my v(" s) from as fa~ nor th aB the Banks and Torres 
moderate del ec

a t es tr~ ~3 Futuna in the south (Jul y ~ 12). 
i s lands to Tanna , Erromanb o and n u ust I, then August 15 on Aoba, 
The next meetinc wl11 be at Vila 0 ri~ em last vi s it to Vanafo, Jimmy 
AUf::,ust 25 l~ aewo , and s O fOJih. nD~ed ~as~al from Port OJ..-{'y in NW 
introduced me to a cU Etom i\; ef a TJ ua"Aka to NaGriamel. In short. 
San to, who haP. c ome in i~ s !~~ht~~O;eb.~~ar mee tings a r e betn/i> f(tn:rC~tl 
J immy , doine fairly we . nce tn the inter i m t;,overn men . e 
by l1uy Prevot , lHnlst er o f Fina t like J.\ cDona l ds puts out burgers . forc..et, Jimmy 1s puttinb out pa6 s por s 
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He ask s ~l i ke tiD send him 3000 more as Eoon as poss i Ie.) Now , 1n the l..Qn.e. 
temm the clock is not boi~ to be etopped or turned back in the Hebr1des. 
CUEtO!: c h iefs can also be little r ure.l r.itlers with their passel of "custom 
wivE: s" runninc. ar ound un dE:rfoot (or under somethinc. For better or worse. 
ti ru e iE on t he sid e of moderni zati on . out the Vanup. Aku 1s no. going to 
ha ve ;;. monopcl:i of the modernizatio_'l packa c..e forever. and will not be ablE 
t o i m.Jose it i n t he short run even i f they take po.:~r in Vila (unless, of 
C0 UrSE: , they invite i n 'Cuban advisors . etc . which cbuld provoke i ncalculable 
Frenc h, Austral ian rea ctions ). So the Hebr ides ha some time on their side 
too. :.,y idea s abou t s t rate,- I ...-ill reser ve for l a er talks. 
lhe above iE about whe r e I .h in~ it ' !; at now . 

, 
• • 

All the best 

.;':;, Contrary t o LV earllt'r note to 5ernie f rom Vilt, ( d i d you ee t it). 
I 00 not t hin;';: presEure by o..:.!' ~ts.te Dept, • a IE Uir. ine,. that could be laid 

on. would have any re sult at t:-:is tic.e toward eett ft t:. refu~ees a dmitted now. 
The condomin ium POWEr' s would ::erely say t hat t he E bridean s were in the very 
process of sett i nc U) t heir o,m t;0vern::en t, and t i t the que s tion should in 
all 10b1c be defe rred until the ne...- re~ime was in ilace to dec ide on it. 
",in i t o sl.l))ort . then re)reeentatione cO .... Jled wi th romises of UH a i d could 

I thinA it wvul d be wasted ef·ort e.t this time . Hjwe ver. after i ndependen ce. 

i f the Hebr i des have not CO.T:E .lJ liit h an offer on he ir own , as I urc;ea De r.Jade to t he ne\'! }.ebridee.n re_i ::e , ,ii t h so::.e r ea chance of success • 
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