
TR UJBLE IN .PARADISE 

vn July 30 the New Hebrides. a sroup of S9me 80 islands and 
112~OOO people in the southwest 4aclfic . 1s to hecOIDe independent 
after 74 years cf Joint Brltlsh-French rule. Th~se lslands sheltered 
major elements of the U. S. Pacific Fleet durlnt!, World War II. w1th 
100.000 Amerioans based here . From here U. S. planes flew out to olear 
the sk1es over (,fuadelcanal . and from here U.S . Marinea salled to their 
rendezvous with victory and death at 'l'arawa. 

With independence now fast approachlne. the looal po11ttcal eroupe 
have been Jockeyin~ furiously to assume the mantle of power from the 
dcpal"t1~ British &nu French. Dom1nant is the Vanuaaku l'arty which 

\ controls the present New Hebr1des t,oV"Bt'lllDent under the Britlsh and 
Frenc h. Its laader 1& alter Llnl, who h also the covernment I Ii Cillef 
14illtetElr. This Vanuaaku "'ar ty ls 1\)ft-lf1nS sooialist ln orlentatlon 
and owes ~ome o~ its success to the substantial ~~ldance~d finAnclal 
support ::'t has rflcelVed. overtly or otl1arwlse~ from A1.!QtraliBn and New 
lealand 8001allst c 1rcles. labor unIo~la" from the World COUIlC 11 of Churches 
a.nd others. The \'anuaaku farty and t.he 8oVl. rnment it, controlfl o.,erate& 
fr'oD the cepl tal at l'ort VUa on the southern lsland of Efate and seeks 
to extend lts adminlstratlve sway throughout the Naw Hebrides . 

The p~lltlcal oppositlon partles. scattered throu~hout the 
islands and collect1vely known 6S \ the "11odcrates." oppose 'lanuaaku 
centr~1Ization ln favor of local autono~ . One of ~he1r most promInent 
spOke£men 1s Jimmy St3ven& of the NA-IJrlamel .Party. based on the b1g 
Leland of Espirltu Smlto 175 roUes north of Port Vll~ . Whereas VIlnue.aku 
ge ts Its lnternational sup?ort 7rom the soc1alist camp and local 
sympathy from the Brlt1sh, stevens has rece1ved perlod1c Qs£> istance from 
a number of individual American and Australian er.trepreneurs, and locally 
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from the French. Most prominent of the Amer1cana has been like 
vllver of Carsen CIty, Nevada . ,)1 1 vel' is a eurv1vor of t110 Nazi 
concentration camps and tmrbors a deep h~tred of secialist centralism 
In any form, be it National Socialism. Moscew secialism or \anuaaku 
socIalIsm. He wants to' see Espiritu sante beceme a free _trade 
"Henl;, Kent:." ef the Svuthwast I'acIflc. uad6r a lilllertarlan censti_ 
tutien. 

This New Hebrides pet bas now ceme to' a beil. After lesing 
to' the better oreanlzed and staffed vanuaaku in the November 1979 
electiens, Ji~~ stevens anneunced that Espirltu Sante weuld secede. 
un JoIay 28 seme 600 of his fellowere, arlted with bews, arrows and a 
few shotbuns . seized the lBland and announced en June :3 a new 
previsienal bevernment under Jimmy steveas. Walter LIn! has responded 
by demand~ that the British and French crus~ stevens' se~Bsien 
lIlevembllt by military ferce, and has threatened to oall i!l uUn1':.ed 
Nat1ons" help l.f they fall . Suddenly llqua bl(1)s in the far-off New 
Hebrldef>. which the U.S.state Departloe11t. has hIthertO' re&arded as 
11 Dl'1tlsh-!'rench prebl'3m of 11 ttle c encerl1 to' the UnIted states. may 
take en a lEll'ser s1f:.ll1flc~ce . Semeone ll!ay suddenly reca.ll that 
Ji:sp1r! tu Sante was ence a lOaj or tjaVB~. 

\ 
se; that Seviet cruise ships 

c~t cf Vladlvostocd v1a Sydney nv~ v!Dit there reeul&~ly ; that the 
Vanuaaku ~arty ~eed to' descrlDe 1tself 1n 1977 as a "Pooples 
!'rev1s1onsl Oevermnent tl and Its offlc!sla as "cemmissars,': thllt 
~nuaaku has lnternational socialist ties and ceuld expect a sympathet1c 
ear if. after 1ndependence en July 30. it called. fer foreiell help 111 
puttine dewn JImmy stevena' anti _socialIst upris1ne~hlCh vanuaaku 
has already been QPl~k to' brand as a rleht-wlns American plot , 
altheu6h 1n fact stevens has been threatenlnb to' sccede for years on 
the Issue ef local autonemy . ) In re sponse to the Vanuaaku appeal 
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a small Cuban force could. for example, take over EspirItu santo with 
modern weapons in, a matter of houre . The Soviets cOllld rapidly 
establish a permanent naval presence. if they chose to do so. in one 
of the sreat anchorsbes of the Southwest Pacific . Would France and 
Australia. the western powers most im~~~a!;~ affected, risk 

I c onfronte.tlon by inter'Ten'-ne ~ This is a "worst case" scenario. but ;1 

after An~thloPia. Af~~nistan pnd the annoanced Brezhnev dootrina 
can it be ruled out ~ Perhaps th!! New Hebrlds9. only now rediae o.ered 1\ 

b~ the U. S. press. sho~ld be rec&rded with sreater attention. 


