
Jear Ogden: 

30";4 Del'3.ncey :t~"' 
NiaS'3.ra Falls, NY '430~ 

:,Tarch , 7, 1992 

It 'lias "reat to hear from YO:1 last AUl7:1st and I 
really appreciate yo~r thinkin~ of me. 

First, thou~h, I deeply appolo",ize for the long 
delay in settin~ back in to:1ch with you. It definitely 
was not due to lack of interest. YO:1r letter arrived 
just as I encountered person~.l proble::18 due to illness 
of my 'llife .·ie h<td just returned. from the Cleveland. 
Clinic where she underwent card.iac by-pass s:1r~ery 
(for the second time in t'II0 years) 'l.nd my time and 
efforts were f:111y occupied seeins to her convalescence. 
She is now doin~ well and thinss are pretty much jack 
to norme..l. 

To ",et back to your letter. Thanks very much for 
the nisht club photo. I don't remember it bein~ 
taken but I do remember the three of us ",oinl'; out on 
the town. Ie h'3.d met your father B.t his apartment and 
as we left, he handed you a a20 bill (probably close 
to $200 now) :'or you to s1)ens on us having a good 
time-which we did. 

I also remember that 3-26 trip very vividly, even 
today, because of the 1)roblems 'de encountered. In fact, 
any time I run short of ni~htmares, I think back to 
that trip. Especially the aborted fli~ht from BW 1 to 
Kefl'ivik. The lonl'; arctic t'lIlliQ'ht, '.hich 'lias over just 
'is we landed, gave us just enouQ'h li~ht to zet into 
3d 1. For a while I was afraid we were in serio:1s 
trouble after the t:1rn-around and it was takin~ us 
so Ions to set b'l.ck to 3reenland.{e were p:11ling 
maximum continuous cruise pO'ller :'rom the en"ines in 
order to make it. That was my worst experience by f'ir 
in my four years serVice. ~nd then, as you mentioned, 
the IIrun-awayll pro'9 ~i '-.ur:ti:Jn over t::e North sea. 
{hen we arrived in :asablanca (finally!) no one there 

'lias ','1l1iniX, toacce:Jt delivery of t~.e plane eince 
the receiving combat unit had moved on up to Sicily. 
Fortunately, we were ~ble to convince someone to 
s1.o:" the receipt. (Little di·:} I realize that less than 
two years later, I would oe back in 8asablanca, 
stationed there as a Captain, flyino: C-54's on the 
lreen Project, ferryin~ co~bat veterans back to the 
~. S. for the expected bio: conflict invading Japan.) 

I did hear from your friend :·:alcu.'Jl Puckett 'lnd 
have replied to him. c:e has abio:>; cob or. his hands 
trying to trace down peoole after so ~any years. :Ce 
said you had given him ~y a:idress. 



O~den, I have enclosed a few ~o~entos. Ch~nces are 
you already have copies of the fli~ht or~ers and the 
Pyra~id photo. The A-20 photo was iaken by 30b SChofield 
somewhere over the Nile between Luxor gnd Cairo. I had 
shown him how to OCler9.te ,11Y camera o,nd"sked ~,im to 
take a lot of shots in order to '::le sure of ~ettin!Z a 
good one. He did take alot but none of them-are m;ch 
good because he did not focus the C9.mera properly and 'J,re 
in poor position. I had the white strine painted on the 
tail in Nashville for reco:t.nition purposes. On our 
other two fli~hts I alw~ys had trou'::lle trying to pick 
out ',;hich one was S'.lpposed to -oe the le·"d plane. 

It is nice to know thqt you are doin~ well in 
your retirement e,nd "ole to tro.vel as yo'), do. 'Cou 
mentioned your frequent visits to Isr9,el. You 'llill 
remember our first A- 20 trip to;rether. '//e stopped 
at Aqir, overnishted in Tel Aviv, hired a car and 
driver and spent a '1.ay sightseeing ';erusalem and 
Bethlehem. I still have my "Cec,tificate of Pilgrimage" 
to the Holy Sepulchre. I did ~aLe another trip to 
Jerusalem -,,,hile stationed in Cair), in 1946. 

~}ly 'tli fe, ',;ho9.s you know is French, and I have 
been making yearly trips to £urooe since I retired 
so that she can visit the relatives she still has 
there .de then ',;ould rent a car and travel on our 
O'tIn around other part s of Europe. I t has been very 
enjoyable. Now, I am not sure if 'tie 'tl111 be 9.o1e to 
do this anymore bec9.use of her ~edic9.1 problem. 

Thanks for the nice words 9.bout my flying 
abili ty. All I c""n say is t!",qt I "',9.::1 a n8vlg9.tor in 
whom I had complete confidence 9.nd who was a good 
companion, as '.vell. I sure nee:ec] your experience 
to instill C!onfidence in me'!2 to our chances of 
e-c1cceesfully co:np19tin 7 th" t "1i8Sion • 

.2.s.: 
.?uckett ind1ce.te,-: to T.e tn9..t \ . .1:il1 Drurtmond is 

decease::1. I was not aware of this as I lost contact 
with mv friends from the 20th. FG after bein~ 
assio:ned to "Fire':Jall" in :l1g111. :-ie gleo said he 
had he9.rd that Derryberry had been killed in a plane 
crash.No details. 


