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The Present Situation 

The crisis now going on presents several real dangers. Opposition to 
the Diu regime has been latent, with eporadic outbreaks, for years. The 
Buddhiet problem has merely crystallized it. In the past the US has gone 
along with the status quo, largely because of inertia, partly because it was 
the easier thine to do and less demanding on our moral courage, and partlY 
becauee certain virtu.. of the President w.re recogniz.d, theae primarily 
b.ine an anti-Communist orientation and considerable stubbornness under fire. 

This tt.. oppoeition haa b.come v-r.y d •• p-.eated, and has spread to eegments 
of th. population that fOI'Mrly yere .. rely apathetic. Although the US has 
spent IIOre than one billion dollara and provided considerable lllilitary and 
technical aaai.tence to prop up the existing reg1 .. , now it 18 too late for 
even the .o.t opt1llliatic to hope that this waffle can be re-heated and mad. 
palatable to the Vietn ..... people. The question used to be askedl "Can we 
win with Di_?ft All of now, the queBtion hardly ariB", BO clear is it that 
ms reg1ae has lOBt its political credit rating. 

Instead we are now faced with the denouement of our laissez-faire US policy in 
Vietnam and of our failure to use US power to influence favorably a situation in 
which our massive inputs of aiR made us inevitably an iDfiuence eith.r for good 
or ill. At this time, Di8111 can never b. _de affinu.tiv~pular again, even 
if Ngo d1nh }lhu and wifa are removed f1'Oll the Bcene. Ito ~or p.ychological 
reasons, Vietnam neede a new look, a chance to break up congealed frustrations, 
new stimuli to action. Above ill it n"de a new government in which, this time, 
the people can feal that it is genuinely their government, and not Just the 
government. A new sense of direction - a genUine one, thi. time - ~t be given 
to the youth who are going 1nto the IU'II\Y and into the profeseions. 

Continuation of the present a1tuation can lead to more and IIIOre people consicering 
the VC .s their only alternative. One shudders to think how IIIIIn.Y recruits the 
VC have won over in the past months. There is a second danger that people v1ll 
lose patience with the !Mricans and direct their hostUity towards us, accusing 
us .ither of connivance in a atate of affaire which is in fact contrary to 
American ideal., or of a .pin.lea.ne •• which amounts to the .... thing. Certainly 
they will think that in the paat .1x ;reara .. have b.en, in th. last analye~, 
JlUCh .ore solicitous of the s.naitivitie. of the Ngo famil7 than we have of the 
common people of Vi.tnaa. Th. rec.nt VOA broadca.t did us .ore good in Vietnam 
thaa han a long line of official pronounce .. nt. about how we .upported Ngo dinh 
D18111. Surprisingly, if one had takan a poll IIIIIOng Americans .t any time e1nce 
1957 - and. I MaD AlBericana working in and tor Vie;naa - one would never have 
tound a large percentage of the rank and fUe who were atf1ru.t1ve~ pro-Diem. 
Diem's clo.e.t supporters - I118n like wes Fiahel and Wolt LadeJ1nak;y - have with 
few exceptions turned away in .adness or anger, and reported their reasons. 

In short, it weems quite clear that we must look for alternatives, must encourage 
such alternatives when we find them, and I1IWIt affirmatively stand for our own 
American principles, instead of relying on an expedienoy that baa not turned out 

to be expedient, or seeking the path of least resistance which has turned out to 
be the path of most r.sistance. The alternatives already ex18t and we already 
know someth:l:ng about thu. They DIIQ' need to be encouraged. They v1ll listen to 
our advice. J!1l1W1t now creatively mold the future, not Just wait for it to happen. 
for if we dO, it v1ll, and we IIIIIY not 11ke it. 0, vJ. 


