FOREIGH SERVICE INBTITUTE

Decamber 29, 1969

PERSONAL

Nr, Jossph 8, Tonaxr, Director
Office of Personnel and Marmower
Agency for Internatiocnal Development
Washington, D, €. 20523

Dear Joe:

Beveral days ago Howsrd Bollenberger inquired as to whethar I would
be prepared to extend hers at the Viet«Nam Training Center beayond
July 1970, which would be the oumpletion date of the traditional
one-your tour for Coordinators at this school, I told him that I
really had no idea as yet, and it 4s in this connsction that I wish
to write this letter to you.

My job at VIC has been very rewarding because it involvea dealing
with people and is samewhat akin to running & amall overseas mie-
sion, The same problems of administration, budgst, persemmel, and
oparations presant themselves. If I wers to elect not to remain at
VIC beyond July, it would not be because of any dissatisfaction with
the funstion, and I might add that the association with the staff,
students, and with the reat of the Foreign Service Instituts has been
most rewarding and appreciated., Nevertheless, in accordance with the
"Pater principle,” I do not feel that I have attained that level of
maximm incampetance which bureaucrats are supposed to strive for,
and therefore would like to explore othar options with you, '

Obviously, I remain very interssted in the Far East. Rod O'Connor
is an acquaintance of mine of many ysars standing. He imows me
pretty well, and might be interested in having me work in some part
of his ares, either in Thailand, Korsa, Washington, or elsewhere, I
have desp associations with Viet-Nam, as you know, and amas

enough I wm at long last learning spoken Vietnmmese hare at VIC, I
world retwrn to Viet-Nam, but I have a spacial problem in this area.
By virtue of having served there for many yeare, bagirming in 1956,
I have inevitebly acquired sxperisnce and expertise which I do not
feel should be undersocld., If I return to Viet<Nam for the U3 Gavern-
ment, I would want to do so in some rale where this experience and -
background eould be brought to bear to make a really msaningful cone
tribution., Recently, I was again queried as to vhether I would return
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the Rafuges Program in O0HDS. I noted thet the CORDS
Direstar 18, at the present time, & ralatively junior

& nilitary chain of ocemand, who

own program, His writ with respect
doss not run very far in Saigon at MACV Headquarters,
outside of Saigon where his anthority

the geographieal responsibdilities
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vain with ATDAN in 196 to yeressnt the massive augaentation of AID
porscnnal in Viet-Nm {=zince and not was the rele-
vint consideration then and y 41 am reluctant to
sarve a5 & mall eog {n @ buremucratic machine vhose lesders havs,
in sae cases, less inaight into the Vietnamese problem than I do
mysalf, I would not wish to retwrn to Viet-Nmm in a capacity which
gave me 1ittls chance to influmce events., Conversely, in the

At ons point, about a year ago, I was sounded out v informally
and unofficially sbout becoming the Asisn Development Bank resident
coardinatar for Viet-Nam. This kind of thing would be very intar-
esting to me,

Angther intaﬂu.%!pouihmw for the shorteterm after July would
be to attend the oeconarics courses vhich I understand are excels
lent, Again, I have been rated by FS8I as L+ in French, which might
also maks me of use to the Agenoy in French-mpeaking areas, Phil
Birnbaum knows me ypretty well and might or might not be interested.,

All of the above rather rambling camentary has been presented in
the hope that it might elicit same thoughts from you, at your
leisure, which would greatly assist me in planming for the future.
It would be an eany molution to a personnel problem mersly to
instruct me to remain where I ma, but I would earnestly request
that the matter not be settled prassturely in that mamer, I mm
intarested in keeping moving within the Agency and feel that
accepting & "stabiligzed” role too soon might be the worat mistake
I could make. Ko hard snd fast decisicns need to be made in the
immediate future, but I would much sppreciate your thinking on this
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question when and if yeur heavy schedule permita. I would also
weloass an eppertunity, &t some time ocenvaniet to you, to dis-
ouas oeortain sspects with you in persen.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

/s/
Ogdsn Willisms
Coordinator
Viet-da: Training Center

0/FSI/VTC :0Williams:pak 12/29/69




