
P'OREIGN SERVIOl5 lJtl'l'l'l'O'tE 

Honorable Roderic L. O'Connor 
Aesistant Ad1Iin1etrator tor East Allia 
Agency tor International D8Y'8lopBlt 
Wallh1Dgton, D.C. 2OS23 

Dear Rodl 

June 4, 1970 

The other dq ;you wre kiDd 8IlOU&h to give 118 a COPT ot the East 
Allia Congreseional Prell8lltat1on and a*ed me to 1nd1cate &rl7 IU'MS 
in lIbich I Ddgbt poee1b:Q" be ot use. An7 cont.r1but1on I could _e 
lIOUld neceeeari:Q" tlow trora IIV' experience in A.I.D. to date, which 
I will briet:Q" - ... arize. 

I joined A.I.D. in 1962 and was BlIOrn in &iii Miellion Director to 
Laos. Because I bad prev1oue:Q" villited Laos tor another aganc;y and 
wa8 !mown to certain Lao otficials, I met with Bill Sullivan and it 
vas agreed that I aboul.d be reaslligned to Viet-Ram. You ldll recall 
that in 1962 the United States adopted a new policy ot support tor a 
neutral Lao8, and it wall important that our good taith not be subject 
to question. Accord1ng:Q", I served in Saigon froIIl 1962-1964. I WIlli 

Acting Miseion Director briat:Q", Acting Deput;;y Director tor lIeveral 
8)I1thll, and spent .,st ot 1964, until the and ot IIV' tour, a8 the 
Asllistl!Ult Director in charge ot Field Operations. In that capacity, 
I bad ."..ry! responsib1l1t;y tor all the USAID Prov1noial Repre_ 
tative8 in Viet-lfaIa. The total statt amounted to 1lOIII8 80 perllOn8, 
and our budget, all I recall, 1f!I.8 about $35,000,000. 

In 1965 I went to Tunillia as Deput.;y Mission Director. There lien 
some 65 people in the Miesion, and the progrlllll wae in t.he order ot 
$60 m1ll1on. I tound thi8 asod gnmant to be a retrelSh1ng change t1'Olll 
"counterinsurgency," but. bad:Q" in need ot SOIIIII ot the dr1 ve wi t.h lIbich 
lie had approached our task in Viet-N1IlII. Atter lB .,nths, I wall asked 
b;y Ambassadors Komer and Porter to return to Viet-Ham to t.ake charge 
ot the progrlllll tor Viet Gong returneee. During IIV' tenure t1'Olll 1966-
1969, IIOIIIi8 60,000 t01'll8r Viet Gong returned to the GVN side under 
th1e program, ot 1Iho!II 45,000 lIere amed. This was the equivalent 
ot at least five anelQ' diviaions, quite apart trora civilian infra­
structure, and undoubt.ed:Q" implied a savingll ot lIevenl thousand 
lives on our side. The total eWf wall in the order ot eOIllfl 75 
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people throu&bout the countr;y. Jill Grant aDd the MLes10n put _ 1n 
tor a Dia1i1:aguiBhed HoIIOr Award tor t.h1s tour ot dut7 lIhich at. higber 
W8.llb1Dgt.aa leftl.a vae reduced to a Superlor Hoaor Avard. 1fT prBl8Ilt. 
a""'sza mto ie OIl det.all to the State ~t, as the otticer 1n 
charge ot the Viet-Bam Tr.ining Oanter, vith lIhich JOU are t8lll.l1.er. 

Proal the toregoing, I believe it. tollon that. lIlY principal. cont.r1b1l­
tiOll 1IOUld Ue in the areu ot leader8b1p 8IId JI8D88Br1al experience. 
1fT particular Rock 1n t.red.e has beerlin t,1II) &r8U1 (1) prov1d1Dg 
leadership to 11.S. field t.eau, and (2) dealing vith toreign om. 
c1alB at. aU leftl.a fl"aIR the 0h1et or Stat.e (Viet,..Jfa 195£,.1957), 
cabinet, (vtet..IIra, Togo, etc.) OIl cImIn, pndondnantJ.T 1n FreDell or 
BagUah. I have ~ ."..""nect the East. 111& prograu, 1Ib1ch rep. 
resct. a T&r1ed ex ot 0118t0ar;y A.I. D. act.1dties. SOlIe people in 
A.I. D. teel that. 8()OIIMI c deYelo~ sboul.d be run b7 eOOl"Ocht.e. 
Others teel that. the .. pl'OIl"aJIlI shoul.d be direct.ed by leaders and 
man.gere, v1th econom1sts and other t.echD1c1aDs prca1nct.l,y posit.ioned 
OIl the statt. Whether I 1IDUld be uaef'Ul or DOt 1IDUld tend to depeDd 
upon lIhiah ot the .. U8WII JOU take. Obdousl,y. I &Ill not. aware ot lIhat 
JOUr needs v1U be in the tuture as regards execut.1ve posts overseas 
or 1n Wallh1ngt.on. It ~ be that positions v1ll beCO'lB opeD in the 
taU or next v1nt.er tor 1Ib1ch JOU thiDk I II1&ht. be suited. Sbould 
IUch be the cue, I 1IOUld or cour .. wlJwM the opportUD1~ to dillCWlll 
such poasibU1ties 1ntomal1,y vith 1OU. lIbeaever COIlten1.ct.. 

Regarding the Police Sw t81 1n '!'bail,,,,,, aad tor JOUr intomat.ion, I 
penonal.lT wrote Sect.1ons IV and V and participated ver;r clo .. l,y 1n 
the at,a~t, ot l'8CC" ....,ations and conclusions (Sectione II 8IId m). 
I t.ried to be halptul 1n lID 1IDc1llar1 ~ on Sections VII IDd vm 1Ib1ch 
concern the 1nt.ema1 operat,ions ot the TRPD IDd the histor;y ot the 
Public Satet.7 Program BUpPOrt. 

With beat, regards. 

S1ncerel,y, 

Ogden '" 111_ 
Coordinator 
Vief..lfam Training Oanter 


