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E.d.itor, 
Eeattle ~ost-IntellLGencer 
Ee8.ttle, //ash. 

Dear cir, 

, 
Apr 11 2,1975 

.2assinG throu",!) Seattle en route back, h01Jefully, 
to Eai,--on, I re8.Q in Yoelr April 2 edltlon that :Oen9.tors iiayh and I 

Dentsen "re j. ect abSolutelY. the idea that Con(:.ress bears any responSibl1l~.y. 
ror the collapse or the :oouth Vietnamese army", etc. 

~''<'''-- --.-- - -~ - -

Havin", eerv8U Hi a civili8.n in Vietnam periodic8.11y over a 13-year 
stretch I know, first of all, the.t all "abEOlute" statemsnte about . 
Vietnam, even by Senatore, are by definition wrone because it's never ' 
the.t shipls. The collapse of the South Vietnamese army was obviously·' 
caelsed by a ser Les of factors: 

(l)For years South Vietne.m m1ssed mal1Y bolden opportuniti8S to 
solve basic problems, includ in::., corruption, mer it promotions, 

(2) They have sustained appallinGly heavy casua.l ties for years, 
far out of proportion to any thinE., the US has ever ha,:3. to 
endure. 

(3) Tr.ieu and his lenerals made catastrophic blunders in their 
orcicTS for precipitate withdra1lials, • 

(4) L2stOUt not least, the action of the~s Contcress was 
devastatinG in its moral effect on tlJ.e South Vietnamese. . 
In effect, the US Concress served notLc.e on the VietnamesIJ 
that whether they fou,--ht or not, the US wO!.dd cut off all 
future military aid un:'laterally, while Hanoi(continued to 
Let military hardware from RusEia and China. This made 1 
mathematically certain that the South V 

. have to lose a t some po in t in the l' 
bravely it fou0 ht with stocks still on ha~~· 

.. i 
etc'1.} 

1", 

it-· , 

If yOel tell it man that you are /:.,oln", to fire hJ.m in 
whether' he ',Iorks or not, you should not be surprised if 
sooner. 

It .... c.y s no rna t ter 
he stojJs workinG 

If tho COil ress had dom; Vihat I Hould view as a far more honorable thinL. 
namely sai;): that lie would in future match· the aid Hanoi was bet't.int, from 
its COin,nunist allies, no more and no less, the South Vietnamese misht 
not have vieweri their situation as hopeless. 'Ihey had in fact foueht 
br:wely for tHO years since the so-called Paris peace accords, which 
,)er;;\itted hanoi to build llIJ its forces in the South ,lith relative 
l:r.ymtty B.nc Gave the US a'face_savin", device for lettin", out of the \·:ar. 
Dut as 800.\ e.s, t:-:ey realized they haG to fi,-,ht H,qnoi in front \·:hl1e 
th'f.\~'. 10Dt,..-term a~lJ YiJ.thdre'd sUiJ)ort from the rear, they really h3.d no _, In..... 1 b ft to r l",n t lor. 
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The fact SiTIiJly is that Vie tired of supportinG our a.llies betliflre 
the COLl"untets tire(, of Eu,)ortinG theirs. Had ::~OSCOH g,~ld PekinG 
serve:.; sL':Uar notice on Eanoi tl:at it had received its last ;>ieee 
0" IITIilit2::'J he~l~U''';2.re, 11~ w~. ho,ve .E~G~ a di~fe::snt result in Vie 

r'lully leCJU11ZCc the dlEtl~ poesltHllty tt2.t South Vi¢tnem miGht 
\'Iell ,:,,,3.V'C f al,len EXlliil.y, bee e 0 fiLs own n umcy·ous internal wClJ,knesE es. 
iOUt the liE ConGress shoulct ave · .... aited for that to hap)en, nO,t, , Ifoo~Il,.d 
tfie failure uJ notifyinG SaiLon - and the Vtetn8,Flese peo;>le ""c~~"" 

~
th~.l,r Oi"ll, y means ~f' p~'otection, 1. e. military l'e,Jlaceme;lt sUPl'fles", ' 

. \';er'~ uE!ll1,. cutoff un11ate~ b,llJ, ,j.!s.J<ft<ar_-±Jlat 81,1. lid. 
he 5lJUtil '1lecn8.mese peOlJ! no more hope of survlvln<.. as 

., .' free 080P10. ',.e maGe that decision for them. 
~' ' . . '. 

~.',h2,t, sho,lu ,;e do no''';:' fhe Con",reff, ehould rush to extss the in~erent 
o.ecc:ncy of the Ar.18rican people by providinG ai6. for refuE;ees. Above a.ll 
it should make prov 1eion, by rela:xation of immiGration ;>rocedures and 
other measures, to provide fefuLe for Vietnamese Who wcrt;w6. for US 
Government ano. private firms. OtherWise these .oeople \'/111 be murdE<y·ed. 
I am told tha.t the 126_od6. people who haliuhad any contact wi th Arr,erieans 
in the Loc Ninh area are alre&dy in the t.round. rr'ere are thousands of, 
lLLllc ,",so)lc I'ino ',iGre tte cler~%E a.nd Etenobrapners th,at rJrovilloo the, 
o.u:lIinistrottve bo.c],bone of US of; ices. If calLon fa.llS( these peOple 
l'ii11 <..-0 b"-,fore "pe,oPles' courts", ami for the crime of guttinG telr 
hand in the nana of "the leader of the free world", the'I';i11 be ' 
hUiniliateu, det,raded and killed. • 

• j,\ 

r hope ;·,esErs Bayh and Bentsen will~ot "abl!blutely 
the idea tha.t ConGress bears any reSPOnSib1l1i1"for th~s,also. 

Guviously I, as a. private citizeo. (and a reGistered DelllO'Crat :t 
acid) am only try in,-- to l..et back to Sait-on at like this 
sure that justicb is done for the Vietnamese 
an Arr.eriean offic 1al ther.e • 

l.021 '< S t ,If,. 
Washinl..Lon LC 20007 

(traIlsi tinG ;:eattle) 
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