co

-

the WINBSGR FHOTEL

SIXTH & LI X BE KRPLUEAWASKINGTON S81018MA 3-2520) '

April 2,3i975

iditor, ‘
featlle rost-Intelli_encer PR
Zeattle, wach, 1

Lear gcir,

ragelng through Seattle en route back, hopefully,
to EaiLon, I reaa in your April 2 editlon that Senstors Bayh and _
‘ centsen "rejJect absolutely the idea that Cong.ress bears any respensibility
: Tor the collapse of the South Vietnamese army", etc,
T e TSR B S0
o Having served s a civilian in Vietnan perlodleeally over a 13.year
stretch I know, firet of gll, that all "abeolute" statemente about
Vletnzm, even by Senators, are by definition wrong because it's never
thet sinple, The collapse of the South Vlietnamese army was obviously
| caused by a series of factore:

:
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’ - {(1l)For years South Vietnam milssed many golden cpportuniti=zs to 5

| solve basic problems, includin. corruption, merit promotions, etc.

i
i/

{(2) They have sustained appallin.ly heavy casualties for Years,

far out of proportion to anything the US nas ever hasd to
endure,

‘ (3) Thieu and his generals made catastrophic blunders in thelr ¥
ora«rs for precipitate withdrawals, .

(4) Last but not least, the action of the¥ys Congress was
devastating in its moral effect on the Socuth Viethamnese,
In effect, the US Congress served nofece on the Vietnameso
that whether they fou.ht or not, the US wowld_ cut off all )
future milltary ald unilaterally, whlle Hanoicontinued to .
get millitary hardware from Russia and China. This made it;f!
mathematically certain that the South Vigtas aqould

‘have Lo lose at some polnt in the Tuttrd; M
bravely 1t foucht with stocks st1ll on hand.

I you tell a man that you are polng to fire him in I8 dcys nﬁ&matter.
whether he worxs or not, you should not be surprised 1f he stops Working
sooner,

If the Con_ress had done what I would viey ac a far wore honoraple thing,
namely sgaid that wve would in future match the ald Hanoi was gettins fron

i1ts Communist allles, no more and no less, the South Vietnamese might

not have viewed thelr sltuation as hopeless, They had in Tact fought
bravely for two years since the so-called Paris peace accords, which {
2€raitted hanoi to build up tte forces in the South with relative '
Lnpuntily anc ave the US a face-savin, device for pettin. ocut of the war, ;
put s govr 28 they reallzed they haa to fi_ht Hanoi in front whi%ei e
o3 gl ; =R LRy - T L 1 % S N+ o ~ & 1‘ I . N
th%%inioggféﬂ]m %%}ﬂtw%g??rei gupoort from the rear, they really had . 'i
i

no to



The fact clmply ie that we tired of supporting our allies beffre
the Comunists tired of supooriin, theirs. Had SoscowWw and Peking '«
gerves elailar notlee on Hanol that it had recelved its last nliece

oﬁ military herdwvare, Wwe woulfi have seen a di“ferent recult in Vietham, A
- I®Bully Yecoinize the digti possibility that fouth Vietnam mi_ht

well heve fallen zaway, bec € of lie own numerous internsl weaknessesg.
cut the UL Concress should Have waited for that to hapuen, not foreed
the Tailure wy notifyin. Sai on - and the Vietnamece PEODLle i V8
their only means of protection, i.e, military replacement supplliesy
viere beln. cut off unilater bu us. _After that au. st proagudieens
- ety S 2 i s P .
he  sodth TIctidlicee peohlow no more hope of surviving zs & relativel
free people, we maae that declsion for them,

» Bhathnhy

whot shoild we do now ¢ The Con.ress should rush to ex;I;ss the inherent
decency of the Amerlcan people by providing ald for refugees, Above all ,
1t shoula make provlision, by relaxation of immigration procedures gnd ]
Ccther meazcuresg, 10 provide fefu,e for Vietnamese who worked for US
Lovernment ana private firms, Otherwlse these people wlll be murdered,
I am told that the 120.0dd people who hallchad any contact with Americans
in the Loc Nlnh area are already in the .round, Trere are thougands of.
1iltle pgoole wWho were the clerxs and stenographers tnat nrovided the ”
aaninistrative backbone of Us ofiices, If Salion fallsef these people ¢ 4
¥ill _o before "peoplee' courts", and for the crime of putting their
hand in the hend of "the leader of the free world", the_% will bey -
hunilisted, dezraded and killed. . L

I hope iiestre Bayh and Bentsen Willg%ot "ab¥plutely ré
the idea thet Congress bears any reSQOnsibilia‘? for thisgalso,
. \

voviously I, as a private citlzed (and a registered Demgrerat IF mis
aGd) am only tryin, to .et back to faison at a time like thils t
sure that justice 1s done for the Vlietnamese who trusted me,

an American official there, . -
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