
iJuly 26,1979 

Dear .bernie and lUke. 

Havin~ briefly telephoned .bernie last ni~ht on arrival here 
in Al.Istralia I wanted to rl.lsh a short esttrr.ate of the situation to you 
both. ~ly 11' days in the Hebrides, where I interviewed scores of peo)le ' 
of all descriptions on all s·or't6 of Sl.lbjects for' my article on the area, 
t.ave me SOILe feel for a very cowplex situation in rapid transition. I shall 
;.Jut tOc-ether a detaUed r"'jJort from my notGs at a later date. This letter, 
however, will attempt ~o sUlfllHarize where thin~s Etand now. 

1.The Refu,.ee :;ituation 

As you both know. the Hebr'ides are heac.int,. for early i11de;>endence. , 
At this dloment. thanks laresly to F!'Emch insistence in which the Dri tleh '"&... 
concarred. a Qrafti~ cOlldlilttee i6 worrl:tnc. overtill.e tu ,JI·o<.iu."e a cOllE:titLltI 
which will £t;t the )Urhtnbters for the later' t;..ener'i.l.l election. The Vunl.la Aku 
J;'arty hao. PLlEh6d hard for Eelections f trst, conell tLlt 10n later. but the 
French were firili. 'lhe French rt;Eio.Eent coa .. J:id:lonE-r, hobert. stateo flatly 
in a press cunfe1'en"e that France Vlou.ld not ueal with or Su.."Jort f1111.1ncially 
any new Hebriuean L.0VEornment which had a "totalitarlan" styl" of constitu_ 
tion. The t;lectlons are s(:heLiUlul fur vctolJ,;r' 1'(, tlUt 110 olle believes that 
this Echedl.lle will U~· k"pt. i~ovellber' or DecBI1.bel" ar" lfil)!''' likely dates. 

Th" lm,wI'ta.lce of thi£ ti"11n~ ac l'eL.a!,cH;, th~ refuLceL ie~ue 1£1 thie: 
None of the jarties who wl11 be contcEtinL in th" e18ctiollS Is about to 
touch th" refu~eL ibEue wlth a ten fuot )~le until the elec~ion is ov"r. 
JiUIWY :;t"VEIlS Illi",ht, bu.t it wou.lu iJe a ,Jolit1cul (liEaEt8r for hLL, ~ivlnl.. 
the o~~oBition a )ull,ical tool with which to 1'Hl1y everyone "",ulnet hl.:. 
After th" elect.ion", ililJE ane ·.'.fLu' inucyn.l"nCp. iex th,,, ofI1cl.ldly ",r,.nt"d 
(whlch 'ooth Condo~·.inil.lill ",,,were have formally co".tliitteci tht:flselves to 
",ranf withoc!t aEelay J. the slLatlon will be entirGly aifferent. Yuu. will 
be fasciout"", to Know th"t JLli.I.Y tal;u;u a few wu"u" h~O .·ith none other 
than \~alter' ... ini, head of V,wc!u i~fiU. on the oUOJ6c:t of r"fu,-"es. Jill:: .. y 
bays .. alteI' tola hin. that he, •• alter·, was also inclLleu tu invite refl.l"e<.s 
to the Hebrides, bu.t that"ol.ltside advisor'E" hOI':; Etron~ly UI'c."d the i'arty 
to dKter' this iShle unCll after thEJ ch,ction. Lint wanteu to know. if 
the iSEl.Ie W<J.e 1'll.i[060 b.t a later th,(c, wh"theI' ~ l;. .. ;.y Vl0Lllu Qtill n;ake i.:.0oa 
on his ofJ"r of custon; lll.ila where U:E refu,,"6E coulu (thY. c,t"vEonE. re)lleo 
that his off',,1' would r<,maln Loud. (1,.oI'e uiJoc!t JLLi .:' "rlJ "u.lt,,!, L1ni below.) 
'l'hUB there is a (.; lEtinct ",06£luili ty that triE n"VI ,-UVl.U!n;ult of thEe 
Hebrides may ltself EU<;..L.Eost, or be amonabl~ tu vlAtEl.de EU"-~"Etiun, that 
refu",ecs COme o.,,,nly Wla off'iclully to the Hdn lU8c, .1roLably tu the Die 
DBy area of :;unto. l'hi6 woulo b<: thc bEJEt 601'-.lLlon fur' 0.1.1. cUllc8rneu: 
Ucl su}port cu-.llu b" laid on fw Lh~ tri~ and ~Hlllt(:n/l.rlCU in the ilebriuBE; 
the refl.l"eus Would not bt b. )ulitical footLall, ELlbjoct to Il.ttuck by 
pow,.rful ,-I'OU~~ in tr.e islands who cULIlc. riL.litly clul", they hau never' LEJ,:n 
consl.llted. For fjxaJll)le, althoLlLh Lht caLLCI'Il Iwif uf .ol~. DI,y unu nOrth 
f;anto corne£ wi thin NaIJrill.u:(,l, lh" west8rn half 111 Vnll,lLl AjlU COLIll try, as 
arEJ f;vl.lth flC.l.ntu unci utIl"r encluvc.E in Lt." il1allU/ "COfll(,8bS cOldfl" O-'''llly 
alld by inVitation would noL Lo c(tl'L.ht iJ"tWfj<cf1 Lllu.<: j'ulce8. 
~ecundly. after inde,Jenuuflcti. if :.t"VLI1E ellu noL finu Lhe clLl.laLion to his 
lL .. illc , h" cuulu ",-aill opt l' aI' hLp illUti,J'_llUCIlC(: II,UV". ullu Lhifj time not 
have the ConQo.r.illiwfl .Juwt;rs Lu cooted" wlth. ','hem he W0Lllu iSlue a more 
crealble invltutlon tu th~ rtif~~eEos. 

Th", Lc!,--,-cEtt;U o)tion of l'un!l1n", refuceeE 1n "black" now wOLlla, ln 
my view. E.,lell disaster. It wOLlld caUEe illld,en<;e uitterne8s anu u,Jroar in 
the islanas. present an enormoLis pol· t Leal ",ift to VanLla ;:.kCl just at 
election time, bI'i~ do"n the wrath ana ,Jower of lortttsh, Al.I£trelian and 
other interests. Jimmy cuuld end uiJ in jail acain, and, finally. the 
practical sitLiativn of the refc!ce€s coulu be aeEparato. lJo real lo~istical 
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arrant-eruents are in ,Jlace, or could be put in place without alertint:, 
everyone in Elt;..ht. The whole thin" could be another "Bay of Pigs." and 
I believe woul(i be. Far more sensible to wait until after the elections 
and 1;,0 one or other of the two routes mentioned above. The beet would be 
the open invltation b the new Hebridean ret-ime, Whatever it ls. Jdmmy 
would in any case Let much of the credlt because he would be providlng 
the land. He wuul(l aleo t-et the power, because the refubees would be in 
hi e <.loma tn. The UJ-J could, and would, in Lervene to preven t the operation 
from fallint-o In this connect ton, Jimmy ls due to meet at.-aIn with 
Walter Lini in Vlla on July 27, and thts matter wll1 be discussed at this 
time. Ftnally, I tried to meet Lilli myself, but he was too tled up 
with the cunstitutlonal conventlon, so I sent hlm a letter outllnlrl€, bott. 
the Christian duty ana also the advantat-es to the future Hebrldes of 
helplnt;.. the refut;..e~s after the new "overnment is ! ormed. 

2. ~olitical Realities 

Vanua ilku Is the wost broadly based and best orcanized and supported part 
In the Hebrides. Indeed it is the only really modern polttical machine 
in belnt.. Its hader, \\alter Lint. Is wldely respected as a patriot and 
ideallEt by virtuall", everyone in the Hebrldes, includint- Jimmy stevess. 
~in1, bes1des wantin" tnde~endence for the Hebrides. also has a feeline 
for the ri,),ts of local ",roupE In the islands. Jimmy says he can work 
wlLh Lini anu, VL~e versa. The t-reater problem lies in the more radical 
and IeEE coneervative wini:.. of Vanua Aku. T',is is com,:>osed of people 11kE 
Kalkot i;,atas, Barak [ope and, to a leSE imvortant det-ree, people like 
Lini's klo sLstor, EUda. They pub11Eh the Vanun Aku "Viewpoints", as y' 
know" and all receiveu their tireE0me SOCialist tralninL and Jarbon at 
the unl.vc.r: it, vi UH~ C.out'l ;?aclf1.r. 1.1'1 "'''.11. They receive sup)ort from, 
the: ~orlG Co,well 0' l.hurehHi, AUbtralian and New ;Cul.lu.nd leftwint. "roup' 
an<J 11~hL\'" i,_let ,( 1"\',, L :,I(t> L')~,lc'o "el,i ear,)E]tba<.O~ers rally around them: 
inclu<..in", ty,JOG li" t'1L' Irishman "'ally v'L-hea. A lot depemls on whetheJ 
Vanu[l. lIku in the f ut'ur", remaine un(lel" the.c ontrol of Walter Lini and 
u(corLe j\ll.lkoH, the ces,)cctcd hinister of rublic Ad:ni'1lstr"tion in the 
j! OEen t i:ltsl'I,,, ,,"ovr;rnlll(;n t, or whu t'ocr it is tll,{en over by the lIyOU~ Tu: 
~~~,ny stevons shoulu cultivate close ti~E with Lirli, Which would 
etren~tll'~n 1,,)\,11 Lh(, 1.t' hands~anQ teno to weak.en the r!id i('al winL. 

Dut even aS2u,',1n", thw worst, that the forthcomtnt;, elections show a. 
clear Vanua Ak'l vistory and that the rad1cal wtn!:. of Vanua Aku takes 
over that )arty. and that they tr,· to 1m)ose a centralized socialist 
bureaucracy on th" i dands, Jimmy stevens and the moelera te e would ettll 
have a lot t,.0in ... for Lhem. The iElande are dis)ereed. custom trad ttions 
and the habit of local self_rule will die very hard indeed. The 
112,.596 (late E t census) people of the 1 slan<.1s speak 130 dlffetlent 
lanGuaGes. Une lancuaLe 1s s,:>oken by only t~ people ! On south 
l,;alekula, 4000 people E;leak a total of 23 lan6uat-es. Furthermore, local 
t-roups have distinct identities whic;1 they wlll not surrender i::t.ltHX,X . 
lichtly to a handful of tin soc1alists in JlIi:ait Vila. One cannot 
imacin~ the peo1Jl€ of Tanna exchanbiDt- John Frum for l·larxi~m-Len1nism 
in the near term w1thout a war. Nor are Jimmy stevens and the moderates 
(who are not always "moderate") lett inw the erass ~1Dlf brow llInder their 
feet. ShorLly before my vis1t to Vanafo. stevens had hosted a meet1nb of 
rr,oderate dele""atu3 :t~1DJIl (')3) from as far north aB the Banks and Torres 
islande to 'l'anna. J:.rromanLo and FuLuna tn the south (July i 12). 
The next meeLln", will be at Vila on AUc,ust I, then AULLU3t 15 on Aoba, 
AUc:..uet 25 l,;aewo, and 60 forth. Durint, my last vts it to Vanafo, Jimmy 
introduced [f,e to a CUEtOl1 chef named rascal, from port UJ.-{y in NW 
,santo who hao eUlii8 in to E"withh from Vanua Aku to Na(jriamel. In ehort, 
Jimmy' dolnc:.. fairly well. And the reLular m8ct1nts are be1n~ financed 
liy uuy prevot, :',1nlster of Finance in the interim t,overnment • (Lest I 
furt-et, Jimmy is ~utLinL Ollt vU8Pllorts like HcDonalds puts out bur!:.ers. 
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He aSll:s i',ike t;o sena him 3000 more as soon as pOSE ible.) NOw. in the 1.2lli::. 
temm the clock is not Goinc to be Etopped or turned back in the Hebrides. 
Custo:n chiefs can also be little rural Eitlers with: their passel of Ileus tom 
wi V6S 11 runnin..., aroundmderfoot (or under so:r.ethin;:..~. For better or worse, 
tiree iE on the Eide of modernization. :cut the \'"dll~a Aku is no. t.oint. to 
h"V6 <- 110!1opel:; of the modernizati.:J!l packace forev6t', and will not be able 
t.:J ilL.JoSe it i:1 the short run even if t"-e~' t&.i{e ;>o.:er in Vila (unless, of 
cv~rse. the~' invite in Cuban advisors, e,-c. Which could provoke incalculable 
French, Australian reactions). ~o the ::ecrides have some tirr,e on their side 
too. l·.y iueas Ecbout strate"" I will reEETve for later talks. 
:iho; above is abo~t whtre I .hin~ i .. ' E at now. 

All the best 

fUJ-I 

~c C;)!11.rary tOe.;' E<~rllEr note to ",Ernie fro::. Vili (die. you cet it), 
I (;,0 not thilU preEcure by o..;r l:t&.te ~E.)t, • a~Eu:~in.::.. t'lat could be laid 

en, , .. o~ld have 8.:1Y rEsult at thiE tiz;,e towaC'c. cetcJ!1t. refue:eEs admitted now. 
ItE condolcbi'~rc .:Jow"rs wOclla.:.trely Eay tl-.&.t "he :ctorideane were in the very 
;>roceEE of settinL u) their own (Oovern::ent, a:1:: V.i.t the q'eleEtion lIIho'-lld in 
all 10Lic be deferred until "hE new re~i::e waE in place to decide on it. 
I thLLZ It .,,'oelld be 'flaEted ef: ort at thiE ti::e. EOwever, after independence, 
if ths Hebrides have not C o.::e '-I;> with an off ~r- 0:1 their oKn, as I urces. 
,-,ini to 6u).Jurt, ther: re)reEentatlonE co..;)lo;6. wi tr. }ro:niEeE of Vi; aid cO'-lld 
Le cade to tl-.E n~w ~€br-ide&.n re~ice, witl-. s~~e r-EaJ ch&.nc€ of success. 




