July 26,1979

Lear bernie and Mike,

Havin:. briefly telephoned EBernie last ni.ht on arrival here
. 1n Australla, I wanted to rush a ghort estimate of the eltuation to you
both, Hy 11 daye in the Hebrides, where I interviewed scores of people *
of all deecriptions on all eorte of sublects for my article on the area,
tave me gome feel for a very complex sltuatlon in rapid transition., I £hall
put topether u detalled report from my notes at a later date, Thils letter,
however, will attempt to summarize where thin.s stand now,

1l.The Refu.ee £ituastion

A8 you both know, the Hebrldes are heacln, for early inde)endence. ,
At thie moment, thanke lar.ely to French ineletence 1a which the Lritieh %§~
concarred, a arafting counittee e worgin. overtime to produce & congtitut
which wlll eot the parametere for the later renerual electlon. The Vanua Aku
rarty hea puehed hard for electlone first, conetitutlon later, but the
French were flru, The French reeluent comuletloner, hobert, etatea flatly
in & preee cunference that France would not deal with or gujport flnuncially
any new Hebrlocean _Overnment which had a "totslitsrian" style of constitu-
tion. The electlone are echeuuled four uctober 17, but no one belleves that
thie echedule wlll ve kept, November or Lecember are more llkely dates,

The importuaace of thie tluiln_ we re_urce the refu_eec letue le thle:
None of the Jartles who will be contesting 1n the elections le about to
touch the refu_ec lseue with & ten fuot 5lle until the electlion 18 cver,
Jiluwwy Stevene wi_ht, but 1t woulu we a polltlcul uleacter for hlu, _lvlng
the opposition a pulipical tool with which to rally everyone a_alnet hlw,
After the clectloneg, the wnc wftor lneonueace lex thea of flelally .ranted
(which ooth Condominlum powers have formally coumitted themselves to
c,raa.nj' without delay), the egltsatloen willl be entlrely alfferent, You wlll
be fasclautee Lo know that Jluay talicd & few Weexs s,_0 with none other
than walter Linl, head of Vauua aald, On the suoject of refu_ces, Jdluny
gays maller told hiw that he, walter, wes also iaclliaca tu lnvite refucees
to the Hebrldese, but that"outelde advisore" hai ejroncly ur_ed the party
to d!ﬂf&r this lezue untll after the ¢lectlion, Llnl wanted tc know, 1If
the lecue wae raleea at a later tine, whether oliay woulu etill make .ood
on hle offer of custom lana where the refucece coulu ctay, Stevene resliec
that his offer would reusaln . oud, (iore about Jluory wnd ealter oLlni Lelow, }
Thus there ls a dlstinct Joeglullity that the new _overnment of the
Hebrides may lteelf eu._est, or be amenablc tu cutclde eu._vetlion, that
refu,ecs come openly anc officlally to the Hebrldee, porobably to the pie
bay 4area of fanto, Thile woulad be the best egolutlon for ol concernedg
UN suoport coulu he lald on fur the triy and wzlnlenznce ia the rebr luee;
the refucecs would not be o avlitical football, eubject to attuck by
pow.rful .roupe in the 1slands who could ri_btly clalm they had never been
consulted, For exangle, althou h Lthe ewrtera hulf of 1o bay unu north
Lanto comee wlthln Naurlewel, the weetern half 1o Venua Aku country, ae
are Couth fanto und other enclavee 1n the telund,/ iwefugews coming Goenly
and by Invitatlon would not be cau _ht between theee lForces,

Lecondly, after ladependence, 1f ttevene dta not finu Lhe eltuation to hls
1lalneg, he coula w_aln opt for hle indepenuence wouve, anu Lhle time not
huve the Conaowlnlum puwereg tu Conten. with, 1hen he wodlu liscue o wmore
¢realble lavitation to the refucecs,

The tu_ eetoa ootlon of runnln_ refucece in "black" now woula, in
my view, epell disaster, It would cause imsence bLitterness ana uproar in
the ielands, present an enormous pol ‘Ltical _1ft to Vanua Aku Just at
election time, brin. down the wrath ana Qower of nritish, Australlan and
Other laterests. Jimuy cuuld end up in jJail a.ain, and, finally, the
practical sltuation of the refu.eece coula be aesparato, Wo real lo,pstlcal
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arrangemente are ln place, or could be put in place without alerting
everyone 1n el ht. The whole thing could be another "Bay of Plge," and

I believe woula be, Far more sensible to walt until after the electlons
and 0 one or other of the two routee mantloned above, The beet would be
the open invitation b the new Hebrldean reglme, whatever it ls. Jdmmy
would 1n any caese et much of the credit because he would be providing
the land, He woula aleo .et the power, because the refugees would be in
hie domain, The UN could, and would, Intervene to prevent the operatlon
from falllng, In thls connection, Jimmy is due to meet apalin with ‘
walter Linl 1ln Vila on July 27, and thls matter will be dlescussed at thils
time, Finally, I tried to meet Linl uyself, but he was too tled up

with the constltutional convention, so I sent him a letter outlining botk
the Chrlstian duty anc also the advantages to the future Hebrides of
helpin, the refu.ecs after the new overnment ls !ormed,

2, rPolitical Heelitlies

Vanua Aku s Lhe¢ moet broadly based and best orpanized and esupported part
in the Hebrldes, Indeed 1t le the only really modern polltical machlne
in belny,., 1Ite leader, walter Llnl, le widely recpected as a patrlot and
ldeallet by virtuall; everyone ln the Hebridee, 1lncluding Jimmy Stevesns,
Lini, besldes wanting lndependence for the Hebrides, aleo has a Teellng
for the ri.hte of local groups ln the leclends., Jimmy saye he can work
with Linl ana vicve versa, The greater problem lies ln the more radlcal
and lees concervative win, of Vanua Aku, This le composed of people like
nalkot Matas, tarak tope and, to a leec important depree, people like
Lini's kic eleter, Ellda, They publleh the Vanua Aku "Viewpolnts", as y«
know, and all recelved their tlresume soclallet tralning and Jargon at
the unlvercsll of the fouth 2aci€ic in Fiti, They recelve supoort from,
the worle Coauncll of Churchee, Australian and dew LZealund leftwing group
and Ll _htwed Rkt o tediot ddeslogaes nnd carpetba, ers rally around them,
inclualng typee Li. the Irlshman wally v'shea, A lot depends on whethe:
Vanua Aku 1n the future remalne under the.control of walter Llnl and
ueor.e halkon, the recpccted lnlster of publle Admlalstratlon 1n the
sresent, interlm _overnment, or whether Lt ls taden over by the "youne Tu
Juiny Ctevens chould caltlvate cloee tlee with Linil, which would
getren_then Loth Lhelr hands;ana tend to weaken the radlical wlng.

put even ascusin. the woret, that the forthcomlng electlons show a
clear Vanua Aku vietory and that the radleal wlng of Vanua Aku takes
over that oarty, and that they trr to lmjose a centrallzed soclallst
pureaucracy on the itclands, Jimmy Stevens and the moderates would etlill
have & lot .ola_ fTor them, The lslande are dispersed, Custon traditlons
and the habit of local eelf-rule will die very hard 1lndeed. The
112,596 (latest census) people of the lslanus speak 130 diffetrent
lan,uages. Une lan.uape le spoken by only three people ! On south
nalekula, 4000 pevple speak a total of 23 languapea. Furthermore, local
.roups have distinct identitles which they will not surrender Itkekyx -
li.htly to a handful of tin soclallsts in #¥iax Vila. One cannot
ima.1ln8 the people of Tanna exchanglny John Frum for Marxlem«leninism
in the near term without a war. Nor are Jimmy Stevens and the moderates
(who are not alwayes "moderate") lettin, the yrase ¥¥w grow under thelr
feet. Shortly before my vislt to Vanefo, Stevens had hosted a meetlng of
moderate dele_ates ¥xxx (53) from as far north as the Banks and Torres
islande to Tanna, brroman o and Futuna in the south (July 2 12).

The next meella. will be at Vila on August 1, then August 15 on Aoba,
Aug.uet 25 linewo, and 0 forth, Durlng my last vislt to Vanafo, Jimmy
lntroduced me to a cuctom clef named fascal, from pPort ULy In NW

canto, who haa coume in to sWwitbh from Vanue Aka to Nagrlamel., In chort,
uimmy‘ doin. falrly well, And the repular meetinge are beln% financed
by uwuy Prevot, linlster of Flnsnce In the Interim povernment , (Lest I
forget, Jimmy 1s puttlng out paesports llke Mcbonalds puts out burgers.,
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He aske kike to senda him 32000 more &g soan as poecslible,} Now, 1ln the long
tepr the clock ie not ooln. to be etoppec or turned back in the Hebrldee.
Custoz chlefs can also be little rursl Fitlere wlth! thelr pacecel of "cuetomr
wives" runnin_ sround underfoot (or under gorethin.)., For better or worse,
tire 1s on the elée of moderaization, Zut the Vanua Aku le no% golng to
have & monopcly of the modernization packa.e forever, and will not be able
to imoose it in the short run even 1f they tzke jower in Viaa {unleee, of
cuaree, ther invite in Cuban edvisors, eic, whleh could orovoxe 1ncalculable
French, Auetrallan reactions). £o the Hetricee have eome time on thelr elde
too. iy laese ebout strate.. I wlll recgerve for lazter talks.
itke zpove ls soout where I .nlnx it's at now, :

All the best

é}{ -

Vila (d&1d you et it),

SL Contrary to o exrlier note to oernlie froo
I wc not thing preecure by our Stste Lesxt, , z#sazing. thet could be leid
cn, would have any resuit st thics tice toward 5ett;n¢ refuflecs admltted now,
ihe condorlaium powers would :erely eay thzt the =ébrideans were 1n the very
4

t-4t the gus:stion should in
n place to ceclde on 1it,
Zowever, after lnaependence,,

Jrocees of geilting us thelr own Cvernzent, a:
£ll lo.ic pe ceferred untll the new re_lzce wae i
I trink it woulc be waetec efiort at thie tirce,
if the Hebrices heve not coze up with an offcr on thelr own, as I urged
=inil to eapyort,then rearecentations couplec Witk gromises of Ui &ald coula
Ls pade to the new rebrideszn re_lre, with soze rezl chance of cuccese,
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