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Dear Oggie: 
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Thanks so very much for your note enclosing a 
copy of the letter to Mike Oliver. I only had one phone 
call with him, initiated by his interest in my article 
of which you may have heard on the possibility of New 
Caledonia. Attached is the full text of the article as 
it appeared in the JAPAN TIMES. I hope it would be of 
some interest. Heanwhile, I understand and sympathize 
entirely with your comments with respect to New Hebrides. 
Thanks very much for your note and for your indefatigable 
efforts on behalf of our good friends. 

Sincerely yours, 

Colby 

WEC:pdk 
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'Indochinese Island' - SolutIon for the Refug~e8 
t.,.~ .~~:l~J!.~'('; 

• ,\!" , <JiIIIII¥.r.\ .............. ,"" .. 
U s. eenl,al Intelligenci Agency. 
now plactlc.. I.w in Washington. 
D.C. In hi. ,..,-oId caplcily II the 
U.S.-ba.ed lawyer·adlll •• , for 
TOkyO', Cenler lor Political PubUc 
Relations, he- hili contributed the 
following arllel. exclusiVIly for the 
reader. 01 The J.pan TI ..... on the 
lye 01 the T,*yo Summit. - EdllOl 

• • • 
The reCul\!t! now out 01 In· 

dochln~ II becoming torrent .. 
Over 300.000 have been re-' 
settled olliside 01 Southeast 
Asia. about 200.000 Iii the 
United States. the remainder 
In France. MIItr,lIa and other 
nattons. The camps 01 South­
east .Alla. prtmartly In Me-: 
laY811 and Thailand. now num­
ber well ov., 300.000 mOrl!. 
and new arrivals Ire bflnll 
lorced back over the Cam· 
bodlan border at gunpoint or 
pushed out to sea lrom Ma­
laYlla. Some 300.000 ethnic Chi­
nese have been pushed lrom 
Vietnam Into China and lOme 
01 these Ire continuing 011 Into 
Hong Kong. 

The nations 01 Southeast 
Alla have struggled manlully 
with the problem. but It Is 
plainly becoming beyond 
them. They all have sensitive 
ethnic balances In' thpJr OWn 
countries and their expendi­
tures lor re/lll!ees are ques· 
1I0ned by their own poor. They 
perceive a world tendency to 
Ignore laraway Southeast Asia 
and leave these problems ass0-
ciated with the agonies 01 the 
last decades there 10 Ihe 
people 01 the region. 

Potenllal nattons lor relettJe. 
ment are concerned al what 
obllgallons they will be under­
taking and what problems they 
might be creating by receiving 

additional refugees lor per­
manent Immlgnltl.h. despite 
tile II\>t!<!tIIcillar'succe5S 01 th~ 
Vietnamese InteR ration Into 
the United States and France. 
Inlernatlonal conlerences on 
the subject break Into recrlml· 
nations and name call1n~. 
much 01 It well deserved but 01 
very little value. A call has 
been Issued lor another con/~r­
ence In July. and the prelimi­
nary reverberations oHer no 
very posttlve hope 01 a betrer 
climate. 

Apportlohlng blame IS sub­
Ject to charges 01 hy)locrlsy 
and counter·charges 01 guilt. 
The current thought Is to press 
the new Vietnamese author­
Ities to abandon their program 
01 expelling unwanted Chinese 
ethnics lrom their nailon. But 
Ihls Is unlikely to be' effective 
nor to solve the problem 01 the 
Olher relugees who merely de· 
clde In desperation that the 
new rellime In Vietnam. Cam­
bodia and Laos ts Intolerable 
and worth the rtsk to escape. 
We can hardly urge the IM'W 

authorttle8 In Indochina to 
build a Berlin Wall around 
their terrttortes to keep their 
people In. 

There Is another solution. It 
stems from the characteristics 
01 the Individuals. a high pro­
portion 01 educated and ellle 
Vletnamele. the traditional 
energy and elllclency of ethnic 
Chinese. and famillartty with 
tropical agricultural devel­
opment among the Cam­
bodians and even the ethnic 
and tribal Lao. A common her­
Itage 01 French colonial rule 
provides a tenuous bond and. 
Indeed. lOme cultural and lin· 
gulstlc vestiges 01 unity. 

These lactors together sug· 

gest the possibility 01 organlz' 
Ing a .- tommunlt)' 01 thi!8e 
peoples SO thot their nalural 
talents can again enable them 
to work ellectlvely to produce 
their own IIv~lIhoods and to 
contribute to world trade. The 
models 01 the successCul devel· 
opment 01 Singapore and Hong 
Kong. the examples 01 a conti· 
nental ellle sent to a "",oil ex· 
lie area I Israel and Taiwan) 
and major power aaslstance to 
the process as a moral charge 
and In preference 10 greater 
problems - all suggest the p0-
tential 01 an "Indochinese Sin-
gapore." • 

A IIrst question Is where? 
We have already SE'en the prob­
lems - and the limits - 01 try­
Ing to absorb these peoples 
Into Southeast ASia or to re­
setlle them larther alleld. But 
one allernatlve does exist: 
New Caledonia. This Island. 
011 Australia. lies In the same 
tropic climate as Indochina. 
and Is no rarther from Eu· 
ropean and American markets 
than Hong Kong or Singapore. 
Its 22.000 sq. km today hold a 
population 01 only 140.000 and 
It Is only partially developed. 
Indeed. many Vietnamese al· 
ready reside there. brought to 
work In the ptantatlons many 
decades ago. The Island Is an 
overseas territory of .... rance. 
the former colonlat power In 
Indochina. and It has been a 
quiet and com/ortable South 
Pacillc tropical backwaler 
these many years. 
. A development corvoratlon. 
comparable to the Suez and 
Panama companies. with stock 
Initially held by the govern­
ments 01 the United States. Ja· 
pan and other nattons con­
cerned with the problem or the 

history 01 IndoChina. eould at­
_ble the c.opltal lor a maJor 
development program to pro­
duce an Indochinese version 01 
Singapore on New Caledonia. 
French IOverelgnty coUld be 
respected and the French con­
tribution be one 01 facilitating 
the governmental and admlnls· 
tratlve aspects 01 the oper­
ation. The corporation could 
be capitalized Initially by ~. 
ernment lunds to orManlze 
transpottatlon lacliities lor 
people and goods. ~ary 
welfare programs In the short­
er term and the tools lor agrl· 
cultural and light Industry de­
velopment. 

This corporation. however. 
should allO open specilic pro­
jects to private Invmment. en· 
couralled. guaranteed and a.· 
slsled by the sponsoring MOv, 
ernments. One 01 the 
arrangements shOUld be a 
guarantee 01 lIeneral Iy.tem 01 
prelerence (GSP) tarlll· rates 
lor products 01 the area. and 
.Imllar Incentives to private In­
vestment. And. 0' l'OUrR. a 
maximum ellort should be 
made to enllage the Inte ..... t 
and support 01 world IInanclng 
organizations such as the 
Asian Development Bank. 

This Is no proposal to deposit 
the problem 01 the relugees on 
a laraway PaCific Island 
where they can be lorllotten. It 
oilers Instead the potential for 
a substantlat economic devel· 
opment and the probability 
that New Caledonia would. In 
a very lew years. produce a 
conllderable trade surplus. 
The retullees would be able to 
malnlaln their relllllOUs. cultur­
al and national traditions 
rather than su/lertnll the ShoCk 
01 Integrallon Into distant and 
dlflerent societies. 

The project II allO In the pos­
Ittve Interest 01 the French 
and the Indigenous popIllation 
or New Caledonia. 88 their 
area can become a brtght light 
01 development and progress 
lor the Pacillc. And It would oI­
ler another contrlst between 
the potential lor progress lor 
Individuals In lree societies 
and their desperate Idlonl to 
escape the new reilimea In In­
dochina. 


