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SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING 

Dear Ogden: 
Thank you for your letter. I enjoyed meeting you 

and I feel that I gained a lot from talking with you 
and sharing your long experience with Southeast Asian 

affairs. 
I have enclosed a copy of the statement you were 

kind enough to allOW me to insert in the Congressional 
Record. It sums up my own feelings very well, and I 
hope it may have some effect on my colleagues. My 
letter to Dick Clark, suggesting your proposal for a 
readjustment of the immigration quota, is also enclosed. 
I will keep you informed of any response I receive. 

Once again, I want to thank you for your help and 
advice. We share a common interest in getting some 
positive action for the Hmong, and I look forward to 
talking with you about this again. 

TJDjdhs: kco 
Enclosures (2) 

-f THOMAS J. DO EY 
Member of Con ress 
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sage of the Fair Housing Amendments 
Act 011979. 

The list continues: 
B'o&1 B'rith Women. 
Bullding and Construction Trades Depart. .. 

ment--AFL-ClO. 
Center for Community Change. 
Center for N&tiona.1 Polley Review. 
Church of the Brethren-World. Mtn1strlea 

Com.m1a&lon. 
Church Women 'United. 
Citlzena Lobby tor Preed.om and. Pa.1r Play. 
Communlcatlon Workers of America. 
Congreu of Ital1a.n·Am,erlca.n Organiza-

tioN, 'Inc. . 
Delt6 SIgma. Theta Sorority, 
DlvLsion of Homel&od. M1n1strles-Chrts .. 

\ian Churcb (Dtsclples of Chrtst). 
EplsCOpal Church-Public Atfa.1rl OffiCe .• 

BMONG REFUGEES IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA 

HaN. THOMAS J. DOWNEY 
OJ' NJ:W TOut 

IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

FridaV. october 19. 1971 
• Mr. DOWNEY. Mr. Speaker. during 
my recent visit with a congressional dele­
ptlon to the refugee camps of Southeast 
Alia I had the opPOrtunity' to see ftrst­
hand the sulrering and extreme hardship 
being endured by the Bmong people In 
refugee camps In Thailand. These hlll 
tribes were our allles and friends 
throughout the long conllict In Vietnam. 
They sulfered terrible losses during the 
war and alter UB. forces withdrew their 
su1fering continued because they were 
lelt with the label of being our allles. 
which has unfortunately become the 
mark of death and persecution lor so 
many in s4>theast AsIa. With the spread 
of warfare and fa.mJne In Cambodia 
pressing closer every day to the Thai 
border it becomes even more urgent for 
us to consider the special plight of these 
special peoPle. In the past week the press 
has reported allegations of polson gas 
belnl' used against the fleeing Hmong, 
ancl It Is further reported that artillery 
shells fired from inside Cambodla have 
Wed four refugees in a camp across the 
border in Thailand. The multitude of dif­
ficulties faced by these unfortunate peo­
ple at the present time Is dlJ!icult to fully 
comprehend. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
~l.nsi:rt in the..RJ:CORD a statement by Mr. 
-~I'den Williams which outlines the back-

11'0und of this problem. Mr. Williams )las 
,_~spent many years in Southeast Asia. he 

Is intimately familiar with the Bmong 
people, &Ild I believe he sums up the 
plight of the Hmong refugees In a way 
that IslaXtremely convincing In that our 
IIttenUon to this problem Is asked not on 
the basis of emotion but on the strong 
basis of history and fact. 

I commend this statement to my col­
league's attention: 

TH!: PLIGHT OF THi: HM:ONG RErtrGEES 

(Unequal treatment of America'. 
closest alUes) 

1. There are now some 70,000 Hmong refu­
gees among the 300.000 total Indochina refu­
gees in Southeast As1&, or 23% of the tot&!. 
But. they received only 3'JOO "spa.ces" out of 

the 14.000 per mOD tb &e:c:o!'ded by U.s. Im­
migration for' enuy to the United States, or 
14%. U the Hmong were tl'eated even on & 
equal b681a W1th other retugees, they would. 
be a.coorded. &bout 3200 spaces per month. 

2. But the Hmong In fact deserve not only 
equaJ. treatment, but even preferred. treat­
ment. Why? 

&. The? fought for us. Whereaa US troopI 
fought for the South Vietnamese in Vietnam. 
in northern Laos the process wa.a reverse<1. 
We enltsted t.he Hmong to hold northern Laos 
and: deny It to the North Vietna.mese in· 
vaden. Th1a the Hmong dld. for thirteen long 
yea.rs, untll our Indochina progt'3ln COllapsed. 
1D 1975. The Hmong were lett hOldLng the 
bag, arter having per capita casualties 
grea.ter than th06e of the Soviet Union in 
World W~ U. ~ .,-

b. They a.re being exterm1n&ted. by the Viet­
namese and. pa.thet .tAo &rID1e8. P'or' the 
Hmong. the W&l' did not stop in 1975. Cut oft' 
fiorD US a.rm.a and- food, they h·ave been the 
victims of • well-documented campaign of 
extermination by several d1V1sions of V1et· 
namese regula.rs and. Pathet lAo troopB, ua1ng 
heavy a.rtUlery, Sov1et t&nlts, captured US 
and. Soviet airera.tt and. po1aoD gaa. TactJe. 
1ncluded. the systematic ctestructton of 
Rmong mounta.in vma.ges, burning of crops 
and. poISOning of water holes. Hmong at .. 
tempting to tlee to ThaUand run .. gauntlet 
of forces assigned to their destnlct10n-men • 
women and children. All thta 1s documented 
beyond doubt. Among all the lndoch1na ref­
ugees, including ethnJc Chinese from Viet­
n&m who leave beoa.uee of economiC pres­
sures, or CambOdlan c1VU1&na who are caught 
betWeen contend.1n.g armies, only the Hmong _ 
are systematIcally hunted down in • deUb­
erate campaign ot _extermination. 

c. CondItions in the Hmong refugee camps 
are now the worst of all land refugee groups 
in Thailand. Overcrowding, disease, malnu­
trition, enforced. 1dleness, and hopeless de­
lays have caused morale to decllne sharply. 
There ha.ve been recent sulclc1es. Many 
Halong -have been Uvlng l1ke this for four 
years, lnClud1ng many who bear combat 
wouneta suft'ered whIle tlghtlng the North 
Vietnamese communists. at our behest. Th1a 
should be & reproach to the American con­
science. 

S. Because of the lull in IILIT1vals of "boat 
people" from V1etnam since the Geneva Con­
ference 1n June, when Hanoi &.greed. to "turn 
oft' the tap"--&t least for the time belng--tbe 
camp populations of "boat people" have d:e· 
ellned sharply. Thus in August '79 some 8792 
new boat pt"ople arrived from VietruLnl. but 
mOTe than 14.000 were resettled in the US 
and other countries. In September "79 only 
7090 boat people arrived In the refugee 
camps. while more than 21.000 departed. tor 
resettlement. Not 80 with the Hmong. An 
average of 2500 llew retugees &rr1ved each 
month. with not more than 2000 departlng. 

4. Why do tbe Hmong not receive even 
equal treatment? 

Perhaps most lmportant, beCatlae the 
hinge wbiCl:l squeaks loudest gets oUed tim. 
The Hmong have not received. the enormous 
worldWide medIa coverage accorded. to the 
"boat people". TV cameras cannot cover 
Hmong tammes belng ahot down in -the tor~ 
esta of Lao3; or even whUe swtmm1ng the 
Mekong, even though their bodies float by 
the That police posts. Still less eto TV cam· 
eras or reporters cover the thouaandl who 
die of starvation and battle wounds In the 
mountatns ot Laos. _ 

Secondly, even though the Hmong fought 
under ClA control and funding, the tlctlon 
1s maintained that they were not working 
for the United States since thelr salaries were 
·'laundered" through omcl&1 Hmong inter· 
mediaries. Thus even those Hmong refugeea 
who have battle scars are c1a.ss1fted. as having 
worked: "wIth .. the United. States-category 
8, not 4'for" the United States--category 2. 
Th1.a meane that a Laot1a.D. cballf!'eur or typist 

who worked. at a US 1nstaIla~lC'n in Laos geta; 
automatic preference over .. H=no!lg combat 
.eteran. 

a. How well do the Hmong 40 when re-
settled 1n the U.8.' -

WhUe U8 resettlement Bgencle. ba\"e • 
polley ot avoldlng any omc1&l "ranking" of 
refUgee group., privately they wilJ conf.no 
that the Hmong are at the top of the Itn, 
becau,ae of thelr 1nn.ate ehancteriBtics.. 
These include .. willingness to work at &Il1 
Job available rather than. go on rellef; hon­
esty and: d.irectne!JfJ, which are apprecIated 
by US employers; JOyaJ.ty, and. an enormoUl 
appetite for education. Hmong communltlea 
thrive in places ute M1nneapolla, Call1'ornta. 
Wa.ablDgton, D.C. and the PacUie North weat. 
Two HmoDB' kid.a 1ll the Tacoma school sya.. 
tem have been classtfled lot the "geniUl" 
level. They have .. reputation for talent anct 
abU1ty tn achooL They also have .. tr&d.1-
tion of crattsmanshlp. Hmonr .. a group 
are predom1nantIy honest, brave, hardwork4 
lng, lOyal to the Uniteet State. and. passion_ 
ately opp0ae4 to commun1at totalltar1an1.sDL 
What else should we require of 1m.m1sranta' 

Action required: Take tmmedlate a.dvan ... 
tap of the eurrent lull In new arrtvaq of 
"boa.t people" to give btgher and well-de­
aened priontl to the Hmonc. by doubllnC 
the "'paco" allocated to them. Right noW', 
the total US entitlement is 14,000 spaces per 
month. Of these, 8,000 .t11l go to the "boat 
people". with only e,ooo for au the land 

-retugees-Hmong, Laotian and. Cambod.1an.. 
Of th1a 6.000. the Bmong now get only 2.000. 
The "boat people" quota ahoUld be reduced 
to perhaps 5.000, with 2,000 additional spac. 
going to Hmong and 1,000 to C&IDbocUana 
or other la.nd refUgee •• A& & target, aU Ter1-

. tied. Hmong combat veteran.s. and the d .... 
pendents, mou.ld be moved: out of the ThaI 
camps wbere they have lingered for up to 
four years, and at the earliest practicable 
tlme. America should. pay her debts .• 

POWER CRISIS 

HaN. ALBERT GORE, JR. 
or 'l'!:NNESSIZ 

IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

F7idau. October. 19. 1979 
• Mr. GORE. Mr. Speaker. not m9.Il7 
years ago, the idea. of controlled nuclear 
fusIon seemed. a distant drea.Dl, a wish 
of grand dimensions and little likelihood 
of success. Today all that Is changed. To­
dllY we can say with confidence that the 
work of laboratories around the world_ 
including our own National La.borlltory 
at oak Ridge-will make possible a dSl' 
In Which many of us will see the lamps 
which light this Chamber powered by the 
force which kindles the stars. 

Or. rather, we could confidently say so 
except for one little problem, a problem 
so foolish in so many WIlYS that It would 
be funny were the need for a secure and 
plent1!ul energy course not so vital for 
our Natlon's future. The problem? We 
cannot have controlled fusion wlthoul 
helium. and this Nation Is squandering 
Its reserves of helium at an alarming 
rate. 

We will need helium to cool the giant 
lasers and power the magnets which WiD 
generate the fields to contain fusion re­
actions. We will need IIquld helium to 
cool the reacting core and carry the heat 
from the chamber to the turbines. But 
our helium reserves are mixed with natu .. 
ral gas. And thereilllles our problem. 


