THOMAS J. DOWHNEY COMMITTEE ON
WAYS AND MEANS

200 DisTRCT, NEW YORK
SUWCONMTTTEES:

1111 LONGWORTH Houax OrFicE BuyiLDING TRADE
TrirrHong: (202) 22%-3333

v Bouge of Representatives
SWashington, B.L, 20515

TaLErHon: (518} &81-8777
October 23, 1979

Ogden williams
4621 Q Street, N.W.
washington, pD.c. 20007

Dear Ogden:

Thank you for your jetter. I enjoyed meeting you
and I feel that T gained a lot from talking with you
and sharing your long experience with Southeast Asian
affairs.

I have enclosed a copY of the statement you were
kind enough to allow me to insert in the Congressional
Record. It sums up MY own feelings very well, and I
hope it may have some effect on my colleagues. My
letter to Dick clark, suggesting your proposal for a
readjustment of the immigration quota, is also enclosed.
I will keep you informed of any response 1 recelive.

Once again, I want to thank you for your help and
advice. We share a common interest in getting some
positive action for the HmoONg, and I look forward to
ralking with you about this again.

cincerely,

THOMAS J. DOWNEY
Member of Con ress
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sage of the Tair Housing Amendments
Act of 1979,

The list continues:

B'nal B'rith Women.

Bullding and Construction Trades Depart-
ment—AFL-CIO,

Center for Community Changa.

Center for Netional Policy Review,

Church of the Brethren—World Ministries
Commigsion,

Church Women ' 'Unlted.

Citizens Lohby for Freedom and Palr Play.

Communication Workers of America

Congress of Itallan-American Organiza-
tions, Tne. )

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority.

Division of Homeland Ministries—Chrig-
tan Church (Disciples of Christ).

Episcopal Church—Public Affairs Office.g

HMONG REFUGEES IN BOUTHEAST
ASIA -

AT -

'HON. THOMAS J. DOWNEY

OF NIW TORK :
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, October 19, 1979

¢ Mr. DOWNEY. Mr. Speaker, during
my recent visit with a congressional dele-
gution to the refugee camps of Southeast
Asia I had the opportunity to see first-
hand the suffering and extreme hardship
being endured by the Hmong people in
refugee camps in Thalland. These hill
tribes were our allles and friends
throughout the long conflict in Vietnam.
They suffered terrible losses durlng the
war and after U.S. forces withdrew thelr
suffering continued because they were
left with the label of being our allies,
which has unfortimately become the
roark of death and persecution for so
many in Sdjitheast Asla. With the spread
of warfare and famine in Cambodia
pressing closer every day to the Thai
border it becomes even more urgent for
us to conslder the special plight of these
special people. In the past week the press
hes reported allegations of polson gas
being used against the fleeing Hmong,
and it Is further reported that artillery
shells fired from inside Cambodia have
killed four refugees in a camp across the
border in Thalland. The multitude of dif-
fcultles faced by these unfortunate peo-
Ple at the present time Is difficult to fully
comprehend,

I would like to take this opportunity to

=_1insert in the Rrcomp a statement by Mr.
-=e-—Ogden Williams which outlines the back-

ground of this problem. Mr. Williams has

“~spent many years in Southeast Asia, he

s intimately famlliar with the Hmong
people, and I believe he sums up the
plight of the Hmong refugees in a way
- thet isextremely convincing in that our

Attention to this problem is asked not on
the basis of emotion but on the strong
basis of history and fact,

I commend this statement to my col-
league's attention: .

THE PLIGHT OF THE HMONG REFUCEES
.- (Unequal treatment of America’s
closest allles)

1. There are now some 70,000 Hmong refu-
Eees among the 300,000 total Indochina refu-
gees In Southeast Asla, or 33% of the total.

But they received only 2000 “spaces™ out of

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

the 14,000 per month accorded by US. Im-
migration for enuy to the United States, or
14%. If the Hmong were treated even on &
equal basts with other refugees, thoy would
be accorded about 3300 spaces per month,

2. But the Hmong In fact deserve not only
equal treatment, but even preferred treat-
ment. Why? .

& They fought for us. Whereas US
fought for the South Vietnamese 1n Vietnam,
In northern Laos the process was reversed
We enlisted the Hmong to hold northern Laos
and deny it to the North Vietnamese lno-
vaders. This the Hmong did for thirteen lang
years, untll our Indochina program collapsed
in 1975. The Hmong were left holding the
bag, after having per capita casualties
greater than those of the Soviet Union In
World War I, - - -

b. They are belng exterminated by the Viet-
namese and Pathet Lao ermies. Por the
Hmong. the war did not stop In 1975, Cut off
fron US arms and food, they have been the
victims of & well-documented campalgn of
extermination by several divisions of Viet-
namess regulars and Pathet Lao troops, using
beavy artillery, Soviet tanks, captured US
and Soviet alrcraft and polson gas. Tactica
included the systematic destruction of
Hmong mountain villages, burning of crops
aind polsoning of water holes. Hmong at«
tempting to flee to Thailand run a gauntlet
of forces assigned to thelr destruction—men,
womesn and children, All this is documented
beyond doubt. Among all the Indochlina ref-
ugees, Including ethnie Chinese from Viet-
osm who leave because of sconomic pres-
sures, or Cambodian eivilians who are caught
between contending armies, only the Hmong
are systematically hunted down In a dellh-
erate campalgn of extermination.

¢. Cond!tions in the Hmong refugee camps
are now the worst of all land refugee groups
in Thalland, Overcrowding, disease, malnu-
trition, enforced idieness, end hopeless de-
lays have caused morale to decline sharply.
There have been recent suicides. Many
Hmong have been living Hke this for four
years, including many who bear combat
wounds suffered while fighting the North
Vietnamese communists,at our behest. This
should be a reproach to the American con-
sclence.

3. Because of the Iull in arrivals of “boat
people” from Vietnam since the Geneva Con-
ference in June, when Hanoi agreed to “turn
off the tap'"—at least for the time being—the
camp populations of “boat people” have de-
clined sharply. Thus in August "78 some B792
new boat people arrived from Vietnam, but
more than 14,000 were resettled in the US
and cther countries. In Beptember “Ig only
7000 boat people arrived in the refuges
camps, while more than 21,000 departed for
resettlement. Not so with the Hmong, An
average of 2500 new refugees arrived each
month, with not more than 2000 departing.

4. Why do the Hmong not receive even
equn] treatment? -

Perhaps most Important, because the
hinge which squeaks loudest gets olled first.
The Hmong have not recelved the enormous
worldwide medla coverage accorded to tha
“boat people”. TV cameras cannot cover
Hmong families belng shot down in the for-
ests of Laoi; or even whlls swiraming the
Mekong, even though their bodles fioat by
the Thal police posts. Stili less do TV cam-
€ras or reporters cover the thousands who
die of starvation and battle wounds in the
mounteains of Laos. .

Becondly, even though the Hmong fought
under CIA control and funding, the fiction
is meaintained that they were not working
for the Unlted States since thelr salaries were
“laundered™ through official Hmong inter-
mediaries. Thus even those Hmong refugees
who have battle scars are claasified aa ha:
worked “with” the United Etates—Catagory
8, not ““for" the United States—Category 4.
This means that & Laotian chaufeur or typlst
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who worked at a US installa*ion in Laos gete
8utomatic preference over & Hmong cornhbat
veteran,

8. How well do the Hmong do when re-
settled in the U.8.? :

While US resettlement sgencles have a
pelley of avolding any ofcial “ranking" of
refugee groups, privately they will confrm
that the Hmong are at the top of the lst,
because of thelr Innata characteristics
Thess lnclude s willlngness to work at any
Job avallable rather than go on rellef: hone
esty and directness which are sppreciated
by US employers; loyalty, and an enormous
appetite for education, Hmong communities
thrive 1n placss like Minneapolla, Californts,
Washington, D.C. and the Pacific Northwest,
Two Hmong kids in the Tacoma schoo] ByB~
tem have been classified &t the "genius*
level. They have a reputation for talent and
abtlity tn school. They alzo have a tradi-
tion of craftsmanship. Hmong as » group
are predominantly honest, brave, hardwork -
ing. loyal to the United States and Passion~
ately opposed to communist totalltarianism
What else should we require of lmmigrants?

Action required: Take immediats sdvane
tage of the current lull In new Arrivals of
“boat people” to give higher and well-da-
served priority to the Hmong, by doubiing
ths “spaces” allocated to them. Right now,
ths total UB entitlement 18 14,000 spaces per
month, Of these, 8,000 still go to the “boat

_Pecple”, with only 6,000 for all the landg
refugees—Hmong, Laotlan and Cambodian.
Of thiz 8,000, the Hmong now get only 2,000,
The "bosat people” quota should be reducsd
to perhaps 5,000, with 4,000 additiona] spaces

. Bolng to Hmong and 1,000 to Cambodians
or other land refugees. As & target, all ver]-

‘fled Hmong combat veterans, and the de-
pendents, ahould bs moved out of the Thal
camps where they bave lingered for up to
four years, and at the earllest practicable
time. America should pay her debts.g

_ POWER CRISIS
" HON. ALBERT GORE, JR.

OF TENNESSER
IN THE HQUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, Oclober. 19, 1979

® Mr. GORE. Mr. Speaker, not many
years ago, the ideg of controlled nuclear
fusion scemed a distant dream, s wish
of grand dimensions and Uttle likelihood
af success. Today all that Is changed. To-
day we cah say with confidence that the
work of laboratorles around the world—
including our own National Laboratory
at Oak Ridge—will make possible a day
in which many of us will see the lamps
which light this Chamber powered by the
force which kindles the stars.

- Or, rather, we could confidently say so
except for one little problem, & problem
80 foolish in 8o many ways that it would
be funny were the need for a secure and
plentiful energy course not so vital for
our Natlon's future. The problem? We
cannot have controlled fusion without
helium, and this Nation is squandering
mbereservm of hellum at an alarming
m ' .

. We will need hellum to eool the glant
lasers and power the magnets which will
generate the flelds to contatn fusion re-
actions. We will need liquid helium to
cool the reacting core and carry the heat
from the chamber to the turbines, Bot
our hellum reserves are mixed with natu-
ral gas. And thereln lies our problem.

-



