
BMORANDUM OR THE RBCCl\D 

I. Attitudes Toward Top GVN deraaip 

A. How mucQ ha confidence in Diem and Nhu been impalred? 

1. cabinet M1n1sten 
No comment. 

2. Saiaon Bureaucracy 
Feelings of frustratio w ch have existed for y.n now r.ch 
point of despair , with GVN officials openly atking Americans to 
intervene In ome manner . 

3. Urban Professionals, Intellectuals and tudents 

j • • 

Reaction varies fro distaste to itterest ostil1ty, including 
manifestations. 

litary 
erals are considering way' a means of overurowin, 

and Nhu, particularly tne litter . 

5 • Lower Level Officers 

7. 

nlose connected with general staff have been more re,tive tnan e 
generals. 

Labor 
Leader of principal un! has promised to call ral strike In 
concert with military aDd opposition pOlitical action. 

8. Business Com unity 
Di,tatte for regime, but Ie .. violent than in professional and 
lntellectual circles. 

B. Has Diem e caped opprobrium? 

• 
All groups consider Diem less dim.etul tnan Nhll and Madame N'llU . 

C. Attitude oward Nhu . 

Nhu is acceptable to no one, except the President and individual a w 0 



u 

need hi. Immediate protection (Colonel Tung). Some feel Diem and Nhu 
eparable, witll u goin, immediately and Di aolna later, but op-

po.ition polltician. thlnk Di mll8t be removed Immediately as a 
practical matter. 

D. Attitude. toward Vice Preaident and other Cablnet Mlnlstere 

o Cabinet ster hal put himself forward a. an altemative to the 
present rea1me. Group. feel that take-over could only be effected by 

litary, but oppo.ition b .. already made written aJl'eements wi 
leedlnJ PIleraIe to deter p08.JbUlty of mllltary dictator p. 

B. Are actione taken considered to have been e:xcessi .... y oppre.sl ... e? 

An.wer of all groups is clearly ye •• 

F. • dlecontent cryatalized into dluatisfactlon? How determined and 
militant? At what level. I. It most .mous &mODI mllltary and civilian.? 

Bureaucracy i. hishly dl ... ti.fled, urban profeuloD&ls, lmellectual. 
and student. even more o. Top level GVN milltary are orpnlz1ni to 
overthrow the regime. Labor baa offered pneral strike. Reaction 
in country.ide not known. 

G. ow .erlou. I. impact on dcianey and morale? 

Attitude of many bureaucrat. i. one of quiet deeperation looking 
to Amertcan. for .olution. Urban profeliional., intellaetuaIe and 
atudent •• ubttantlally dlnffected. 

H. el eac target group .... feeling of Itake and jl&rticipation in pen-
ment pollcle. and proK!am'l 

All tarpt groups ve .utt.red for years trom feeUng of inadequate 
participation In GVN decl.lons, '19, cb have been closely held wlthln tile 
Ngo famUy. On tile other , many lndlYidual. and tarpt group. 
have .take in pre.ent regime in term. of wealth, IX" estlge, and fear 
that coup mlFt relult in danler to til persOD&lly. 

I. Do target group. believe .ltuatlon ,,111 stabilize under Di u, 
or that .ignlfl.cant political c lenge w111 rae ur7 

Dl ... tiefaction i • • 0 wid.epread wltnin target group. that recurrlDf 



cri.e. are inevitable. otem and Nhu miaht stabilize temporarlly by 
force, but the situation wUl boll over again. 

J. What altemative polltical14Mlderahlp Is mentioned? 

Certain arpnlzed polltical opposition il'0ups have already worked out 
written pro,rams in conjunction wIth top generaIII, looldng to an 
interim pernment with elections at a later time. The •• iI'OUPII have 
no ail'MIi .ingle leader, but 'Would lnltlally rule tnrouah a coalition 
government, even recalllna lIome leaderallip from abroad, althouah IUl:b 
leaderanlp would not necesArlIy be allowed to take chari •• 

U. Attitudes Toward Top MlUtary Leadership 

A. How are generals rea-rded now? Are tney viewed a. having supported 
recent GVN actions? How i. their tailure to act apprabed? Are they 
strong, weak or irrelevant factor in .ituation? 

Some ,roups regard generals as being figurehead. lacldIW real courap 
and zeal. They are not viewed .. havtna .upported apeciftc acUOn. of 
Nhu and Madame Nhu in reprd to the Buddn1stll , at least in the Saigon 
area. This opposition, 1IIteJlectual and bureaucratic circles who are " 
clo.est to the Situation, f .. 1 that the .-rals tailed to act thus fJr 
because mey did not receive lIufftc1ently cateprlcal proof of the U.S . 
attitude, and allO partly becau.e they bad to make appropriate tactical 
dispositions to auure succe... All il'oups vIew the mllltary as the 
decldlng factor in an overthrow of otem and Nhu, siDee the Palace', 
securIty forces could ,not be opposed by unarmed cIv1Uans at tals time. 

m. Attitudes toward VC and the War 

A. How bas war effort against VC been llanif1cantly affected? 

Saiaon bureaucracy. profesaionals, intellectuals and students and 
other c1v1Uan il'0ups have not been consistently preoccupied wIth the 
war aaalnst the VC in the past, and tnis war 1. of lecODdary 1IIterest 
to them now . Tbi. is partly because of JOOd security in the Saigon 
area. 

B. Is there the feelin, that the war can be coDtlnued with rea.onable 
prospect of success? 

No il'0up in the SaliOO area has an)' conviction that in the lona run 
the war can be won under otem and Nhu leadership. 



• • -< • 

C. Can Diem and tum and progrea. in w1nn1ng tlle war? 

D. 

°l 

Virtually lmpo •• 1ble. 

How hal GVN acti affect attitude toward tile VC? 1. VC re rded 
ae only oppo.ltion to regime 1'1 lch II any cnance 0 .ucce.lI? 

e can only conjecture ow many'tud t. and "little p Ie" have . 
ne over to VC eltll r p yslcally or in temll of tilelr 8fIllpatllle • • 
ere i. con.tderable aJI'e ent, owever, t tile Army, I.D con-

J cUo with oppos tion group. labor, 1'1111 overti1row e real e. 
Thus, tlle VC i. not re~rd utile 11 pOlllble alternative . Many 
people are lmprel. with tile relative !lure of VC to capitalize on 
recent chao • • 

IV. .:::.::::er&=::.I..:;A::tt1=tu:::d:::e::. 

A. 1 there more thlnlttn, ore about rapproch ent wltll Hanoi? 

No elite group (GVN, profelsioUll- u.inell. lentor mllitary. c .) i 
t!llnklng in term. of rapproch e t with 01. t t of Hanoi 
pro pnda in the eral populatio or &mo s ea.t. not mown. , 

B. What a re curr attitudes t 

GVN bur ucracy at lower than tnlster level, int.llectuall, stud ts . 
rell OUI grOUPI (particularly uddhlst) top level GVN mlUtary are 
alilooklng to tile U.S. for cat.aorlcal actto cating opposition to 

and u . 1 p ople lame tll U.S. for propp i up the pres t 
r • over the put elgat year. . e an -American fee h , 
to appear at the student ,eneral population level. . VOA broadcast 
uOBeratin, Army from attack. on n pagodas wae very well r eceived, 
and an JI'0UP' are listenin, to VOA. 

C. What are current attitude. toward Prance G eral DeGaulle? 

GVN bureaucracy say. Vi e.. pIe would be qulck to reject any 
polltical reallertion of Prench infiu ce in Vietnam. Intellectual and 
oppolltion circle. in are e .... rth.le .. concerned ut the 
Prench role, beeau.e they belleve that Nao Dlnh Nhu h quite capable 
of reachln, an accommodation I'll tlle Viet Congo Which would dovetaU 
wltil tlle curr t Prench man uver. 

• • • 


