The Stoxry of Sax

An Alle.ory fow-—pwm=iiae <

Sam wag a rich kld, He went to an excluelve gschool in the country
where he was etar of the football team, etroke on the crew and leader
of the school councll., He was ak hapoy and optlaistlic x1d, He llked
290yle and assunmed they would llxe hlia, and they dld. He was very
20pdkar, wvne year, durln, Easter recess, he went with a zroup of
gtudents on a hollday weekend to xew York Clty, They arrived in the
evenline at a bly apartrent on a seconf floor, overldokln. the street,

Next mornin. they were awakened by acreams from the street,
_Ihgy ruched to the window, Down below them a youn, wozan was belng
robbed and heaten by a gtreet ganas. She was crylmg for help, but no
one was payins any attentlon, At first Sax's crowd dldn't know what
to say or do, Then Sam gjoke out, "I'm colﬁb to help her," he =ald,
and wlthout much further thourht rushed downstairs., On the way he
passed an uzbhrella rack and qulckly eelzed two umbrellas.

Saz ran over to the .irl, oulled her to her feet, «ave her an
ugbrella and ehouted, "I've come to rescie you," She took courage
and be.an to fi.ht off her attackers, askt d1d Sam, £aa hoped the
street .an. would take alarm and run away, but 1t didn't happen llike
that, Thaey Just turned on hla too. S&vicdently thelr .ang headquarters
was in the viclnity, and as fast as £am jut one zmu..er cut of actlon,
others would !ust fllter 1n,

ike fi.ht went on and on. Sam and the .1lrl could hold thelr own,
but stlll the .ane wouldn't .o away. Flnally someone down the street
put hie hsad out of the window and shouted/ "Hey, rich kid, stopbeating
Up on those poor x«lds. They llve here, »ou don't." Saa's feelln.s
mere hurt, out he *ad no tlae to exglaln.' Another wlincow opened an

4 wcaan étucga ner head out, =She sald, "Fl.htin. never solves anything.
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Anyone who's fl_utlng 1s WrCle o, A 8ln, Szm want:zd to ask her how
he could jrotect the _irl wlthout fil.hting, but she had already
closed her window.,*e
The fl.ht draz.ed on Intersinably,, 2v this tlae Sag was
hlaself cut and cleedlny, althoup less hurt than txe lrl,
Flrally a wlndow Qoove hls head opened and one of Nhls own school-
2ates put hls head out, He sald, "Hey, Sam, we came fown to New York
to have a .00d tlme, .0 to the restaurants, take in a show, mmixia
-NaizEryauxRixhexinxtkaxskrewks This flght of yourg was o,k. at flrst
cut now lt'n t9lne on too long., IT8s zetting to bJ a real drag,
We dldn't come to town to £pend all our tlae watcning you flzhtling
In the streets, All thls is not gy Our thlng.i Knowk 1\t off and
come upetalrs, You're the problem, not the solutton,™
Sen wae really dlscoura.ed by thls and a lot of the fl.ht jest
went out of him, Binally he Just zot tired, He turned to the .irl
and sald, "Well, I tried to help you, but I have to .0 now, You're
on your own, " £he sald, "You have somewhere to .o but [ don't. I
hawe no cholce but to yo on flghting or be killed, ®lease at least
leave me your umbrella. HMine is hroken and soon I wlll have nothing
to flcht with at 811." Byt Sam was Iin a surly acod and, for the first
tize In hils 1l1lfe, a joor loser, He Just turned hls back on the _lrl
andx went on upstairs witho.t another worl,
Sack In the apartnent, Sam .ot a 1lxed reaction. Une frlend caze
u> to him and sald in a low voice, "Real sorry 1t den't work outy Sam,
apolotetlcally
but at lestt rou trled, which nobody elee did."® He then turned away & -
and left Sam alone, Another classzate then came up. He eal, "You
know, Sap, hggzzzzh&ﬂnzzgtth=yeu s you're stupld, defore you rushed
down there you eghould have used your héad. Couqd vou really hel, her,

Could you drive off the au..ersy How 7 Bube-set-yeu-! Now she's



worse off than 1f you'd done nothln., and our weekend 1s half ruined

to boot." Sam was stunned at thie reactlon, tut xkexwx he hadn't seen
anything yel. one of the .roup was a glrl he Bad always adamlred tut had
never known quite how to apjroach, How she came over and salfl, alzost
qulverins with rl.hteous lndi.natlon, "Sam, that cut ln your forehead,
dld you .et tiat ln the fl.ht 2" Ee nodded, and she sal@, &oldly,
"sell, 1t served you ri_.ht, Dldnt anyone ever teach you to alnd your
own ctusiness? DBesices, whoever elected you pollceran of the worldyg
That gartk .irl dldn't concern us, She's eome sort of Aslatlc or some-
thin.thimg, You Jusi had to gom off on your macho klck and you deservme
what you .ot." She turned on ner heel and walked off,

Sam eased weakly onto a chalr and wiped the blood from his
foreheag, "Look,"™ he crled out, "I had to cet Iin the fi.ht, My fanlly,
my hometown, my school - everything demanded that I go to that .irl's
ald, No way could I stay here and ignore her crles fam=ivedp and still
be me," Dut no one was listenin, any more, The whole thing had been
an ezbarassment, a nuisance, a flaesco, The weekend had hbeen spolled,
Sar had made a fool of himedlf, CQutslde, the street gang was celebrating
its victory. Some of the nei.hbors were even Jjolning ln, The forelgn
_1irl was Jjust lylng battered in a corner. No one notlced, the lncidenf

was closed,
Cn Monday the .roup returned to school, Saz seemed to be

a different pereon entirely. He had lost lnterest in football and finally
_dropsed out, His zarks plummeted. The echool councll Just bored hia.
Finally, in deperatiocn, he dragred himeelf over to the echool infirmarxy,
*Doc," he sald, "You've pot to help me, I've lost lnterest in
everything, no :otlv;tlon. ahat le wrong Wwith e 9" The doctor querled
hia at len.th and then egaid, "Saa, tt's a colncldence you should coae Lln

today, cecause ['ve Just heen reamainc.'an article in the iew Zncland
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Journal of uedéclne which deals wlth ygour case, Your dlsesse has
been around for years ln Europe and other parts of the worlgd,Raxxysaxx
but never In the Unlted States untll now, althou.h the Joirnal says
there were some rejorted cases of 1t ln the South after the Clvlil war.
There's no quick cure for 1t, althou.h some say that a patient can

be heiped 8 lot by a few é:;:il‘if really -ood luck, 3Sut it may Just

drag on for life, There 1s one hopeful aspect to 1t, however, This

dlsease 18 not .enetically trgneferyable. Your «lds won't catch 1t

from you.“&t'e called Vletnam Syndroame,™
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