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T~e story of ~a~ 

An Alle~ory fiW • :, ~e 

~a~ was a rlch kld. Ke went to an exclusIve school 1n the country 

where he was star of the football team. stroke on the crew and leader 

of the school counc1l. He was air hap)!, and OiJt1,~1etlc kId. He 11ked 

~eo)le and assu~ed ~hey would llke hi~. and they dId. He was very 

~o;~ar. ~ne year. dur1ne ~aster recees. he went with a crou~ of 

students on a hoUday weekend to :'ew Yor~ Cay. They arrlved In the 

even~ ata bie apart~ent on a secane floor. overl~oklne the street. 

Next ~ornine they were awakened by screa~s froo the street. 

They rushed to the window. Down below the~ a youne WO:::lan was beIng 

robbed and beaten by a street 6ane. She was cryl~ for help, but no 

one was payine any attentlon. At first Sam's crowd dIdn't know what 

to say or do. Then SaIl e,?oke out. "I'll eoinl!. to help her." he said. 

and wIthout lIuch further thoUeht rushed downstalrs. On the way he 

~assed a~ u~rella rack and qulckly seized two ullbrellas. 

Sa~ ran over to the elrl. pulled her to her feet. ~ave her an 

uabrella and shouted. "I've come to rescue you." She took coura~e 

and be~a~ to f1cht off her attackers. asj dld Sa~. Sa~ hOiJed the 

street eant Would take alarm and run away, but it dldn't ha,?)en lUte 

that. They ~ust turned on hI .. too. Evlc.e:1tll theIr ",s14!. headquarters 

was In the vICinIty. and as faet as SaIl .,Jut one ~u;;.~er cut of actIon, 

others would ~uet fIlter In. 

~he f1eht went on and on. Sam and the elrl could hold theIr own, 

but stlll the ea:1e WOUldn't cO away. FInally sOlleone down the street 

~ut his head out of the wIndow and 8houted~ "HeI. rlch kid. stopbeatin6 

up on those Joor ~lJs. -.. 11" . 't It ~ r.ey ve .. ere. JO;l Qon • Sam's feellnes 

.... ere hurt. but he had no tLle to 9x)1a1:1. Another wln.:;ow o;lened an 

a wc:an stuc" :-.er he?a. .:Jut. ~he sald. "rl",htlne never solves 3:1ytl':1nc.. 



Anyone who's fl~~tlne Is wrcne~. A~a!n. Sem want~d to as~ her hew 

he could jrotect the ~lrl wlthout fl~htl~. but she had already 

closed her wlndow.~ 

l'he f lc.ht drae",ed on inter:Jl tnably •• 3y th is t l~e 5SIll was 

hiiiself cut and Gleecint." althout.:~ less hurt than t::e .... lrl. 

Finally a wlndow ~bove his head o}ened a~ one of his own Echool-
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~ates jut hls head out. He sald. "Hey. 5a~. we caroe ~own to New York 

to have a cood tl~e. eO to the restaurants, take In a show ... tx~ • 

. ·-If.1urU1J1l1Xli~iJlx.uuvcn:&:-u Thls fIeht of your~ Was o.k. at first 

cut now it's eolne on too lone. IT~s e.ettine to bJ a real dra~. , , 
iie dldn't cOllle to town to ~.?erui all our t!lIe we.tch~llc you flehtine 

in the streets. 

cOllie upstairs. 

All thIs is not J I> 17 your 

You're the problell, not the 

thIne. ; Knowk 
I 

solution." 

It off and 

S~ was reall) dlecoura~ed by thls and a lot of the ficht ~t 

went out ot hlm. Blnally he Just eot tired. He turned to the t.1rl 

and said. "lwell, I tried to help you. but I have to eO now. You're 

OIl your own." She sald. "You have somewhere to eO but I don't. I 

have no chOice but to eO OD rl~tino or be killed •. Blease at least 

leave lie your ullbrella. Hine Is croken and soon I will have noth1~ 

to ri~ht wlth at all." But Sam was in a eurly ~ood and, for the first 

ttae in his lIfe, a Joor loser. He ~ust turned hls back on the c 1rl 

andx went on u;statrs wlth04t another worl. 

Sack In the apart~ent. 5all eot a ~lxed reactlon. vne friend callle 
I 

U} to him a~A said in a low voice~ "Real sorry It d~dn't 

but at le~~t ;'ou tried. wh1ch nobody elee dId. It He then 

work outijl Sa~. 
apoloeetlcall, 

turned away/\ 

and lett Sam alone. Another clas6~ate then calle u~. He eala. "You 

know, Sa~, '~JJ~ .'e-tJ. is you're st~pid. aetore you rushed 

down there j'OU ehould have used j'our !:ead. Cou,{d you really hel) her, 

Could :Iou drIve oft the OIuc.;.ers; !low ?'j"t 211\ ':reti! ~low she's 
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worse off than 11' you'd done noth1ne • and our weekend 1s half ru1ned 

to boot." Sam was stunned at th1s reactlon. but xa.XX2 he hadn't seen 

anythlnc yet. vne of the crou~ was a elrl he aad always ad~lred but had 

never known qUlte how to ap)roach. :,ow she ca:le over and sald, alllost 

qu1ver1ne wlth r1ehteous 1nd1c natlon. "Sam. that cut In your forehead. 

dld you cet t"at 1n the fl::,ht 1" He nodded. and she saUl. ~oldly • 

".ell. It served you rleht. • Dldnt anyone ever teach you to lltnd your 

own cusinesS3 Besi~es. whoever elected you ~oliceJl.an of the world3 

That &~ cirl d1dn't concern us. She's eome sort of As1at1c or so~e_ 

thlnet~. You Just had to eO. off on your macho k1ck and you deservze' 

what you !:oat." She turned on her heel and walked off. 

Sa~ eased weakly onto a chatr and w1ped the blood from h1s 

forehead. "Look." he cr1ed out. "I had to !:oet tn the fleht. M, family. 

my hometown. my school _ everythLne de~anded that I eO to that elrl's 

aid. rio way could I stay here and lenore her cr1es fill \zu 1:01 and still 

be me.· But no one was llstenine any .are. The whole thinb had been 

an emberassment. a nulsance. a flaeco. The weekend had been spol1ed. 

Sam had made a fool ot h1ms~lt. Outside. the street i)ano was celebratlng 

lts vlctory. Some of the. nelehbors were eYen Jo1n1116 In. The foreten . 

... irl was Just lylllb battered 1n a corner. :fo one notlced. the lncldent 

was closed. 
On ~:onday the croup returned to school. Sam seellled to be 

a dlfferent ~ereon entlrely. He had lost interest In football and flnally 

drop)ed out. Hls :larks plummeted. The school councll Just bored hl:1. 

Flnally. ln deperatlOD. he draeeed himself over to the school Inflrmarzy. 

"Doc." he sald. "You'ye eot to help IlIe. I'Ye lOlt Interest In 

everythl~. no ~otlvatton. .hat Is wrone wIth lle 1" The doctor querled 

him at lencth and then eaid. "5a1. it's a coinCidence you should co~e in 

tOda]. because I've Just been rea<lil1c.'an article tn the !lew Ene-land 
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Journal of Medtcine which deals with your case. Your disease has 

been around for years in Europe and other parts of the worl~.f~.az. 

but never in the United ~tates unt11 now. althoueh the Jo~rnal says 

there were some re)orted cases of it In the South after the Clvil ~ar. 

There's no quick cure for it. althou~h some say that a )atlent can 
~" /l. £.1\ I(S 

be hel,t)ed a lot by a few strmks of really eood luck. But it may Just 

drae on for life. There ts one hO,t)eful aspect to it, however. This 

dIsease Is not eenetlcally tr~nefertable. Your "Ids '.von't catch it 

fro~ you.-lt'e called Vietnam Syndrome." 

C. it 1l11ams 


