Last Trip to Vietnan

(Loril 4.22,1275)

Zeonle have been urging me to pet this last Vietnam experlence

down on pazper while 1t is still fresh in my rind, I have resisted to
the
date, Hy portable iypewriter was 1:ft behind in/3anzkok hotel check

room on April 18 when I shuttled back in to Salzon for the lést tine.

All T have is a Government ballpoint unwittingly picked up along the Way.

Also there 1s a reluctance to relive azalin an exhausting, tragle

experience, a2nd also,one has the depressing feelin. that people would real

not want to hear about it anyway, back here in the unresl world,

For example news comnmentators are alresdy busily assuring themselves
and us that there will bes no reprisals, no blood-bzth in Vietnam. And
that 1s wvhat people will want 1o hesr, despite all evidence of the way
qtalm.ist Communists have acted everywhere, and desplte all orevipus

history in Vietnam 1itself, Tvwo weeks 210 in Sa2i;on I asxed a former

Tile e¢lerk who had worked in my office there in 1957-93 whzt would happen

t0o her zafter o Communiest takecver, ‘'Hothing," she said, "fTor two to threc

years., Then, after Vietnam is no lonser under the eyes of the world,

end h=Ex after the more important neople nsve been ligquidated, then I will

be tried Tor 'unloyzity' bmeczuce I workec for tre Americans and I will

be killed." s5Sut this is not the sort of thin_. Americens want to hear

or bslieve.

I had been living in yashingston and obsgerving with mounting dis-
belief the actions of the U,5.Congress, Years ago ve had encouraged
South Vietnam ito become a "bastion of anii-Comtunisp," For a time we

even otelieved the cause was suffuciaently luportait to send in oug own

troops (and no doubt the US miltitary, at ths outset, velcoxed a chance

to do its thing,) Then we had pulled out - our span of attentlion largely



exnausteda -~ but 1n leaving had pressurcd the South Vietnamese to
accept, over their protest, the legallzed presence of Horth Vietnamese
sanctuaries south of the 17th 2Parallel, so that Hanol would, in turn,
release American PCWs, To the South Vietnamese thls was about as safe
as leaving live cancer cells in place as one sewed up a surgical
incision, ©So to get their cooperation - which we had to have to get
our prisoners out - We promiged continued military 21d, and even
military countersction (presumsbly by aireraft) if the Conmunlists
resunedc thelr direct and naked mllitary asgiresslon, The.V1etnamese ¥
was unfortunatel??En internal Vietnamese affair zlone, because both
sides, (having no domestic arms industry) depended totally on their

respective forsish protectdrs for arms and ammunition, The cutoff of

such supplies to either side meant ultimate defeat for that side,

So it was thet in the winter ana spring of 1975 the US Congress
announced openly to the South Vietnarese, the North Vietnamese and the
world that it would #ive no more military aid to South Vietrnam., This
Was an announcement to friend and foe alike that our allies Qould, as
a matter of mathematical certainty, be forced to lose, either sooner
or later at theilr optlon, I remonstrated by mail and in person with
Congressmen, I was told thet these zetilons would force Trieu to
"necotiate" with the Comrunists so that "self-determinatiogrfor the
South Vietnzmese people would be achieved,™ I was told that it was
not Coxmunist a.gression but rather the stubborn refusal of the
South Vietnamesze to "negotlate'" that was the cause of the continulng
War in South Vietnam (McGovern,) I vas told that the South Vietnamese
Would lose anyway, so cutting off military aic was really an act of

mercy (Fenwickd Vietnam had long been the true home of the self-

fulfilling prophecy. an ari which had now reached near pefection. . . L



I was told that cuttlng oif military ald was an act of virtue because
the real problem ii?#igtnam wag that lte lar_ely elected government

Was not representative of {he people, (vhereas the unelected.Communist
altithoritlies presumably were,) (Carr). I was astonished to learn that

the Communists in Vietnam really wanted to nezotlate something other

than the total surrender of South Vietnanp,

Since no Vietnamese I had met 1in service there off and on over
a l3-year period belleved any of the foregoin., it was clear to me that
the Us Congress must know somethinz I didn't, or was its2af ImtaXIyx
hopelessly bralnwashed., Quite apart from Vietnam or politics, I had
always placed a lot of credence In things like falr play, the importance
of keeping your word, When Senator Sam MNunn came along anda saild we
should provide to South Vietnam as much zs Hanol was getting from
Kussla and China -~ and no more - this seemed so sensible and honorable
that I vwas amazed when no one reacdsd, This zppresch would have given
all »nartles to the conflict 2 real reasson to negotlate -~ the alternativ
bein. an endless war - whereas the Congres:z' preferred solutlion of
cutting off South Vietnam unilaterally gave the Communists no reason to
negotlate at a2ll - and that 1is exactly what hapoened, even after Thieu
fell, ané Huons fell, and Duoni van Linh triedi to surrender with
GCignlty.

.y sense that the whole thing was dirty pool grew slowly to

a feeling of outrage and shame, and finally I felt compelled to return
to Vietnam, If there was stlll any hope for the South Vie:namese, I
wanted to encourgie them., If none, then I wantsd to help the refuzees.,
If that was impracticable I wanted to hedp some pesople escape, iIf I
could, Perhaps more than anythlns else I wanted to call on men and

vomen I had known and worked with in Vietnam, to let them know that
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their erstwinile friends were stlll their friends; that not all

Ameyicans vwere incifferent to their pli.ht, Perhaps just to exgress a

ol

sympbolic solidarity with pecple in time oF trousls, with 1in i

,._1
| 2

iv
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m,

I explained some of this in 2 letter to the geattle Post-

Intellizencer as I passed through on my Way to Vietnam., OCn the

fli-ht from Tokyo to HongKong (april 2) some Chinese fellow -passenfers
ingquired with asmazement why I wae returning to S2i.0a 2 a2t this tire,
When I told them they sald notning at farst, but later in the flizht

ecach came by and honored me with expresclons of suport and s00d wishes,

I arrived in Salgon on April 4, in the evenin., and showed up
unannounced at the house of my old fricnd and collea.ue Hark Huss,
The Vi®tnasmese cook reco.nized me from years before and beamed, larx

ceermad to find nothing surnrisins in xny return, 7To noth of us the
)

concern was natural,

In the mornin. I first walked some ten blocks to deliver a letter
to a Victnsnese family from their relatives in the US, there were no
Americans or forelsnhers dn the streets. ihe Vietnsmesze sitner oo}
no notice of me, or nreturned my smiles with their usual g£ood manners.,

I had alugys felt instantly at home in Szison - as had a long line of
French and Amoricans before and after me, Tnis time - wita the US
presence largely gsone - the clly seene & more like the Sai.on I had first
known in 1955, cleaner, gquleter ond less cluttered with nllitary venicles
and barbed vire, Tennis was still beling played at the Cercle Soortif,

-

but the former cpowd of foreighers drinking "cltron presse" or Emke



. o)
"oiere 33" on the Continental terrace was largsely gone. The clity
segemsl calm and people vwent about thelr usual routines, but under the

gsuwrface one coula sensce the tension,

For the firct few days I tried simply to learn what the
situation really was., Why had the South Vietnamsse nesition
deteriorated so rapldly in the Hortherm reglons ¥ I learned some
angWers. HRegardin, the pullback from Banmethuot, one problem was thaﬂ
the South Vietnamese army, with its soldiers spending their entire
woriking lives iIn uniform, had the families livin. with the troops.

“Une could attack, leaving the Tamilies in safety behind, but one could
not retreat without first gettin. the families out, 3But this was not
done, and the retreat became chaotic as soldlers vworrlied more sbout S

their families than their units. Bad olanning, bad leadership,

Farther North unixe panic had occurred, even in crack
units that had fouzht the lorth Vietnamese to a2 standstill in past
enagagements, wWhy? Conitradictory orcders from Thisu, or no orders,
Disastrous psychological bluinders, as whan the top Vietnamese commande
noved his headquarters to a2 ship - which looked as if he was running
away, ©Some sald -~ and there was sharp disazr:iement about this -~ that
the closing of the US Consulave, particularly ths furtive msnner in
Whicn it vas done, was crucial, After all, the Vietnamese always
ascuned the Americans knew things they didn't know, and if the
Amerlicans vere slipoine out over the back fence, thinzs must really
be hgpeless,

Clezrly the streawm of refugees voting with thelr feet
Inundated the fouth Vietnamese in places 1llke Danznz, but having saild
all this, the US role was of cruclial importance. Of course there was

to be no air support this time, dbut the dally word from Washington



went much farther. There vas also to be no replacement or wezpons or
amsunition, no spare parts, no nothing. To mak: sure all Soutn
Vietnamese got the message clsarly, the US Congress and the Presldient
hed all sone on vacation. The groWwing eense of frustration and despalir
amon: the South Vietnamese was of course matched by srowing elation

amon the liorth Vietnamese,

In talzon things were still much calmer, Refugees had not
been allowed to enter Saiion itself, to spread the nanlc and posslibly to
include enemy sapoers, Tne city hed adeguate stceks of food, water and
other necessitie The ARVY 18th Division, formerly ohe of the worst
in the South Vlietnamese army, Vas preparing to firht tenaciously and
successfully at Xuan Loc, A splrit of resistance could st111 have been
kindled, but two things had to happen first: Thieu ha 4 lost the confi-.
dence of the country because of the dlaasters in the Horth and clearly
had .o go, but was hanging on. Secondly, some note of encouragement had
to be sounded Trom America, If the same message Of no resupnly, no
support continued, then any resistance would uli ately be futile anyway.
President Ford's messzaze te the Congress sesmed hopeful, but the
Vietnamese Weré becoming increasingly aware that the Congress wWas novw
dlctating US forei.n policy and hung on .very word that was being said

by the august arbiters of their destlny on 6apltol Hill,

®
i

Every day I met with old Iri s 10 exchange Vviews, A4Among

the press there were peonle like B1ill Stewart of Time , Don soerdorfer

of the VWashin.ton rPost, Keyes Beech of the Chicsmio Daily Jews. Also I

called on present end former senior ofiicials in the Vieinamece
Jovernment, (ne former cabinet minleter saw me cozing as he vas
Wworking in old clothes in his yard, He rushed Into the house as 1f he

had seen a phost, to emerge after a Tew moments in "proper" atilre,

L ampeae



With beaning smrile and old-world courtesy. Over iths traditionzl tea
I azlkedé nic sbout his plans. He smiled anéd said "I am more than 60
years old, At my age a bullet is no great matter, But I am worried
for wy childéren, If they are allowed to live they wi1ll have mlserable
lives. +The Coumunists place great stock in genealozy." (Now, Weeks
later in 1y house in Washington, the do&éood blogssoming outside my
door matches the TloWwers on the lacquer panel he gave me in 1969
when I left Vietnam. I look at them and my thoushts go back to him,
I honor him. If-he 1s etill alive today, his days ars numbered,
He shoved me how a man can face an luplacable destiny wilth grace and
courase, )

Between fpril 4 and April 13 I remained in Saijon,
The Vietnamecze Government Was understandsbly denying all exit visas
even to Vietnamese who had pasgports, 4 Tew rich Viztnanese and Chines:
were buyin. passports at astronowi-al orices -~ which went Irom 8 2000
to §15000 in a matter offi days - and sone Vietnamese girls Wererable
to leave because ithey were mar lsd to Amsviceans of otner Torelgners,
I remerbdered the old joke about some bachelors bteing too old_to be
eligible and others beln; too elizible to be old. The latter was

certzinly the case in Saijon In Aoril 1975, Any unattached American

P2

intercsted in natrimony, n®ever honely or dec-enit, could have cguzed a

rict oy »nlzcin. an ad in a lonely hearts column, I mean literally .

Un April 13 € took a com:cercial airlinelfii¢ht to Bangkox:i
ané then on Lo Vieatiane,lLzos, I wanted to et away fronm the atmos-
vhere of doon sné betrayal in Saicon, where I felt increasingly
ashamed Lo he an Ameérican, =2nd I wanted to cgtey with old frilends in

Vienticne where I mizht be ablt to hire a »pilst =nd smell ziveratt o

oy Lo . - €+ . N - PR it s o LI R
aoL@lpt Lo sk sonwe pomale oat of Vieviosll,
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Accorlin oo I run Ty Lt NG Len I_;". EMARCRS] a1 _}_'.‘.t" ‘f‘E," vhere the

nilots often congre.ated. Hizht away I met ccxe US 2ir force of7tecers
b Ll ee

b

who were more than synpathetic because, like every Ams:ilcan I et in

IS

Soutreast Asia, they werc contemptuously bitter about the US Congress's

sttitude. With their help I 4id meet some private pllots, but many

) P

in the time available I could

o

were out of towa 1m Singapore, an
locate nome who had a suitable aircrazft. So, after a plasant evening
with Len leynard and Hsrvey Hecse, I had ©o return to Bangkok.

Sn April 18 I flew back to Saig,bn, having ce:c'eful:_, made a

Tor '

return reservation to sanskok/the same evening., I would make one last
aitempt to discover a way 1o rescue Vietnamese friends, snd 1f unsucces
ful would extricate myself, As a private citizen [ could not be sure
where I would Fit into any offbcial evacuation plshs, and I ves 1in- ;
creasinsgly afraid for wy own hide., Cn arrival I found that - hercas
Saleon hed heen tense before, now there Was real terror, The Vietnanes
had heard enouzh of executlons in Sanmethuot, Danang and ihe Trenig .
from relatives and refu.ees, Comuunlst atrocitles are never covered
by the US television new®works - which 1s one reason for the ﬁnreal
percentions of the imerican peoole shout Vietnam - and the mecla
themselves seern =11 too willin. to overlook this sli_ht deflelency

a5 they purvey tieir "balanced" truth to the American people every

&
o

evening., Ta.s 1t was hard for a fovel.ner 1o ascess the real facts

0f Comaunict tokeover in the northern reglons., FPhotozraphls evidence

executions which one neard described wlth some specificity was

ty

0

obviously virtuslly non-existent., I did meet one Vieinanmese connecited
With ihe UE Information Service who tolé me she had personally seen
photosraphs in thelr files, with the name oI the shotosrasher and

the circurstances detailed, which depicted the punishment accordea to
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one Vietnamese army colonel in Dznany wWhose wife had the misfortamne
toc be wemring red nall polish wvhen captured by the libarstors. Eep
fincer~ and toenalils were pulled out befores his eyes, GSome Americens
will of ccurse wilsh to discredit =uel and deny such atrocities.
unfortunately torture and reprisal 1s a lcns-establisned tradition in
Vietnzau, It 1s also z common feature of Stalinist Coununist, as
Solznenitsyn has recently reminded us, If reminder is neceSCary.

M.,

+noce wno expect the victorious Communists in Vietnerm to act with

N

stlan charity are simply fools and wishful thinkers.,

hnan
eiid

-l-

In Apr1l 197% the peonle of Salgon who hzd worked with the

Ansricens or with the Vietnamese Government ix at officials levelks,

and the 1954 refugees from North Vietnam, had a clear view of what
Walted them., In fact many fexillies had slready bouzht pills with
wrhlch to commit suicide, Once the dust setiles in Vietnam, the hewsmen
depard, and the new resime has had time to connlessd the papervwork
already under way, the purges will begin in cernest., Over the next

few ysars a preal many Vietnamese will _o before "peoples' courts

for public humiliation,X®m or end their days alones and in unmarked

l -

graves, Gelivered to the executicners by the folli of their own
lezsZfership and by the plous decislons of the US Conazress. As this
fz2er 1s being vyped, I read that there are zorme 50,000 refuzees on
Guan and 45,000 in camps in the contin otal U.Z, Jprooted, homesick
and miserable as many of them are, only 150 have gsked to be sent back
Lo Vietnam to date, George iLcGovern asszures us and them that they
would 2ll be pbetter off back in Vietnam, Csn it be they know something

he doecntt 2
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In any case, one Vietnamese friend in particular bez. et me to
stay over at least until the 21st, Konday. This meant for me an
ominous weekend, By this time there were 10 Horth Vietnamese dlvisilons
wilthin strikin: dlstance of Saigon, with only three South Vietnamese
divisions to opuocse them, Xuan Loec hada held but was being bypasséd.

As I walked about Szigon I found, to my suwrprige, none of the anti-
Americanism I had expected, Isrhaps my pressnce as an Amsrican gave a

gense of normality and reassursasnce, If the Amsricans were still there

d

erhaps doomegday had not arrived. Perhaps one would wake un tlmorrow

ant find the whole nizghtrmare was really only 2 dareamn,

=

But in Tact the Americans were leaving, and it was not alwWways
a noble spectacite, The departures had o be sradual, even dlsereet, to

avoid a panic in which no one mi_ ht get out. Thus dns evening Amerlean

FIJ

ces and ot

1y

personnel in a US Government office simply left thel

=

0
on =z plane, In the morning, Wwhen the Vietnarese stalfl reported ror
duty as usual, there were no Amsrlecans there, ©One Vielnamese was

*olir, and I worked together daily for ten years.

quoted as =aylns:
I felt he was my elder brother, But last ni.nt he left us and he didn't
even say goodbye,"  Another such spectacle vas orovided when the

Amsrican msnasement of USs banks in Sz2igon <rove out to the airport z=ue

-4

In the pre-dawn lizht to board a chartered aircrsfi for Hong Hong,

o

havin:, quietly turned their affairs over to European banks, When the
Vietramese clerks showed up, no one wazs there, Eardler Amerlcan
businessmen like Lincoln Srovwnell refused to panic and upheld the

US image with prester dignity and grace.

[

The weekend of April 19-20 was a personal nlightmare, The

" Vietnamese army was stlll being told it would get no wore mllitary
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suoplies from the US COngfess, but that there would be "humanitarian
z1d," which vas undersfandably re.erded as soxethin. of a sick Joke
by peoole who vwere trying to fi.ure out how to save their lives and
freedomn., The Comsunists were prescing Bien Hoa, 15 miles from Saigon,
If the South Vietnamese contlnued to fizht we =till hedé a few days to

set out of town, If they did not,ve were already tranped. (iay

hereby thank the unknown South Vlietnamese soldlers who in fact bouzht -

t

l—l-
£

for us and Tor thousands of their countrymen, many with their

lives, and with no hope of zratitude or reward,)

Durin. the weekend I continusd to monitor the situation

]
0\

emarding evacuation of Vietnsmese, The rsstrictions lmposed by the

Vietnarese vovernment were,K breaking Gown with® the general disinte r -
ration of the re.ime, <n the US side efforts were increasing.ly Dbeing
made to pet US ciltlzens to leave Saigon, as Amerlican passporti-nolders
coula etill do by commercial cearriers. 3ut those same Awmerlcans,
diszusted with US policies and patticularly by the abandonment to

tneir fate of Vietnamese co-workers or relaitlves, vwe.e dig. ing In thelr

o
0

eecls end in effect telling the bureaucracy, and ultimately the US
Congress, that-they Wwcould not leave unless some Vietnamese left also,
4s a result of these pressures, it began to appear that pernaps
Vietnzrmese could now be exXtricated by Americans willin_. to zponsor therx
even thou.h not releted by blood or marrisge, S0 on Honday nornliyg,
4oril 21, I told one Vietnamese frlend whose years of enployment with
Pan AR jiorld Alrways and other American companies placsd her in jeopardy.
to collcct her dau _hter and a few hand-carry percels of clothesz, and

wex woula try to escape. Fark Huse loened uc his cer to 50 as far

-

zs tre airport pollice checkpoint, There ve bribved = noliceman to lu

4

us et on the ous for the DAC Coumpounda - the Torzer US militery ke

X =l —

izrterz in Vistrnonm - where ih

R . . —— .- . . . R
= N TN L - L -
T PR THD I L W G R A L W
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e found ourselves in due courss in an gudlitorium 2lon; With
ceveral hundred =illing, people. Two Us vice-consule sat at a desx

stamplng pagers, while another rmericsn wantered around itk a pullhorn.
tellin,, psople to line up wver here or over there, for no exnlained reac
iventually I found a form cnd T1illed in the names of =y "depsnde
listin., them as'adoptlve dauzhters," (undetsrred by the fact ihatl one
wes the motner of the other,) That seemed sood enou h znd in due course

I presented my stamped pager ond zot assigned a manilest number, we

wiere bringing oul 13"relatives,” It zeewed that most Amsrlcans were

- -

overvhesmed with the indecency that weas dDelng inflicted on the South

\'I,

Vietnazese by Bellberfite US pollcles and were Getermined to protest 1n
thelr own wWay by cetting out as meny peonle as possible, The US Congre
was oushing to _et .he Americane out 216 fenerzlly vee unsollcitous
about our allies. The local Americans rezcged by refusin
unlece thelr Tanmilies, friends and co-workers could io too, Tals
“oreces liberalization of the evacuatlon rules, when one conalders
that thece americans had to accept resnonsibility - flnancial and
othervise - for these Vietnamese Tor an inéeTinits period, 1t Decones
apperent that inls impulse toc save the Vietnamsze was an aet of

consclence as well as a _esture of contennt Tor Czpitol KHill,

0 vie were bussed to a vwalling 6.13%0 boxcar, its engines
3 L)

M

At 03
all rcvved uD to .0, and were sira sped to the netal floor 1n rows
like g0 many two-le._ed ssrdines, about Tfour hours later - ofter
ok hours on the way - we arrlved et Clark Fleld.

Up to tois point I can safely say there were no proud Am rlicans



left in Vietnam. There was only =z naiter of degree in the shanme,
contexpt and an_er unlversally felt by all, 3Sut Clark Fleld helned

to change this, for at once vie sgy Americans of a different stamp -
Air Force personnel workin. eround the clock, lady voluntecres brin;lngi
vigzter and cookies, smiling, patient and tireless, After checlkting in -
Wwex were bussed to "tent city." Here military tents were set up

with cots for about 12 peosle per teant, the whole being located in tae
heart of ithe Base, With access to a real cafeteria, real shovwers, zand
even an outdoor movie theatre, e Were made to Feel weleccme, ine
weather was superb, and the operaticn smoothly managed oy a team of
Air Force serjeants appareantly led by an outstandin. black sergeant
with a loudspeaker microphane perpetually in his hand, The patience
of these people was unbelievsble., It seemed nothing could disturo
their calm efficiency. A long line of Americans and Vietnameze will 'i

nct soon forpoet the great seonsle of Clark Fleld. Trey shovwed us

America at its best,

ATter four days we were Tlown to Guam, Apparently the
Philipoines Government was arawin. the sazme concl&lon T hai obssrved
in Ban:kol§, which might be phrased like this: If the Americans won'tl;‘
stand up Tor what they useda to believe In znd wWilll even cut ofT ald

to t ose vihom they set up as exponents of Amscican anti-lomizunist

Ll

ooliclssg, then who the hell neeas the ime lcan

wn

& oSesglies, to

£

succour Souithl Vietnamese refluseess Will only irritate the new rulers
of &4sis, so why do it ¢ It was also ruvored that the US =uthorities’

hed not bothered to check with the Philinnines Government deflore

—

bring,ing in the refugees, In any case we had to 0.

guam, under the Havy, apneared to Tace a particularly

-

difficult problem, with many refugess convergling both from Clark
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and from Szi.on itszlf, by the thousznds, e Were moved to a tent
city stl1lll bein. constructed at Orote rFoint, at the opoosite end

of the 1sland from Andersen Alr Force Sase Where we had landed

anidst rowve of B-52s. The bus ride pave us a chance 10 see Guanm,

its beautiful harbor at Agana, and finally the Havy Base. The tent
city wae not located 1n the heart of the Base as at Clark Fleld, but
on freshly-bulldozed srub land we2l removed from any permanent
insteliations. Thus there was no access to Base facilitles, although

n

nn Am rican

)
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hiteh-hike to & snack bar vwhere T

Fall e
o

could buy some food befo.e my lack of a JYevy I card was psrcelved.

¢

In tent city itself the Sesbees Were wor.ins sround the clock

to set up tents - not spaced ajart zs at Clark but packed together,

P

Runnin,, water wag just bein_ installed, es lso was eleciXec wiring for
lights, Latrines were still gbout 200 yeras apart, Dust was
everyvnere, and one had to scrounge to wet a cot to slesp on, in

zy case Wwith a bath towel for the only blanket, E=zch hour uew
supplies would arrive, which the feabees would try to distribute.
There Was no public address system, so no orders could be-éiven.

The imericsne and Vietnamese orpanized therselves, brinzging _roup
oressure to besr to clean uo teat zreas, dieccurage noa-use of
latrines, etc. fsere ceomed 1o De little evidence of sickuness,

I reco, . nized one Vie.na.esz miilionaire (or perhass ex-millionaire, )

I wag t0ld he had purchesed Das: ores Tor hils family at exoroitant

(‘!

orices, but the alrport officlals had refused to accedt then anyvay,

iy

£0 he hed rus -4 ove.s to the UL evacuation center zand soiehow manz:

to et included.



Tent City, CUrote rPolint, vas a bit of an ordeal, Cn tne second
tay, ofter six guys nours standing in line, I wWas able to orecsent
nyeell before a Us lunigratica official and. et us clesrcd to proceed
to the next stop, the "Bachelor Civilian Guarters," Here Ve were
ascigned geven to a small room, but 1t had a bathroom anc shower
2n6 we felt almost overwhelmed by the luxury of our sltuation, A4After
cne nlzht we vere put in busses and told we vere ;5 0la. to zirplahes and

Z

on to the mainland United States. Sut no - thz bus went onl;
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as EY &as
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a defunct Jzpanese honsymoon hotel - the Tokyu Guam - which the “_rincs
sack in uperation on 24.nhour notice. We ate C-ftations with
custu, slept elzht to a2 smalle: room - but it also had a bathrooz ang

“

snoWer - and xhke 1n the morain. were bussed "

a.ain " to board aircraft,”
Sy this time we rnad all devesloped o sixth sense Tor real ty and Were not
surorissed when the bus unlosded us at a barracks Within the confines

of Anderesn Alr Force 3ase, ZAach move brousht us nesrer to thdse
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anes,
Aother houwr or o in line znd we _ol our nonmsg 01 2 monifest and busesed
once nore - this tine to a indoor basketball ccurt, From hers we could

a Viorld Ailrvays T47. Cne last busing and ve wex

ji0]
o
(2
o
i
|_|
‘-51
m
4]
[l
ok
=
@
O
=
"]
o]
N
I

*
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trhien the contlnuing resosonsibllity of helpin, people build a new life
in america v (And I wight interjsct here that "aan", the 13-yesr 0lé,

110 enirolles in school in Arlin_ton, Va. whiie "lzncy™

“er vother, ssoms te have a chence Lo Lot a Job doing wnat che alrsedy

xnoiis well, behind an zirline ticket counter, ) I think many of us had



s ghance to re’lcocct on and discuse thile gusciticn ag ve zat in Tent

and was densadln, with@rwal of ouwr forces, e zsenged the came
situastion in e Philiooines, e asgked ourselves, YWhere would America
arawi the line now 2 If the offshore areas - Indonesia and Jasan Rz

alvan, were L0 be

ztandonsd, we and western Surope would be materislly weeller, mnilitarily

2nd morall;, than the Coamunlet-controllec world, Tt gs=xz86 Lo us
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nfluence, interecsts and ideals in such places, cthers
certelinly would, We wonderea wWr. it wer that 2 mis:zrable system lixe

-
L

Coniunism, which virtuzlly no one llves under oy cholce, chould

¢lescinline, SG the desire o Sro., ¥hils {%e cpesn socletlies
eou nt only comfort, reitrenchment and sest. Why was 1T that the
contsianent of Qossuncel wae re.srdsc sz on ocutinoded snd dericed concex
wrnils ite converse, the expanslon of Cooruaism, Was highly :espectéble
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I for one feiti trat Lmerica vee Tacst azleszpn, e hal never

T O T T L R 1 o s - I P o ) e = e ]

waow worls war II as the cont lss of Zurpoeo ¢lid, <ur ovwn sscudlty
B - — - +1 -~ k4 ) L. s -~

at hoe hae nevsr b threztone.. giace irs Civil Ler, Wo am rleans,

‘here are frince-srezs in ths world, and if one proup did not cers ..
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ecling - Lhe helpless, hogsless, abandonel Torror of walt
e axe to Tall, Will vurent, in dlscuscsin, his philosooshy of
history, points cut that there iz a proces: of competltion snd
celzction _ .ing. on oetieen humen srounzg all thes tise, and i¥ individ
do not feel 1t, it is only because they are rotectsdé by the _roup,
Here In Amerlca, protectea oy WO ccezns, We are unaware or this

competitinoe as 1t eXists at the fringes o

=)

our world, Yet in the

longer term, our place in the sun and that of the Western world demand

thst we hold our own in this oprocess of competition at the fringes.

it is not an irrevocable 5 ift of nature., As We recede, others advance

and the next stand bexXomes more difficult, }-
cur recent gerformance is not encouraging, ~e wlll spend

more on "humanitarian aid" than was orlginally requested for military

-

aud., de Will resettle pevole who could more ezsily have rewmalined at

(\)

nore, The US Congress, since 1t assumed direct responesibillity Tor
forei.n poliey in recent months, hes achleved near.dlisaster in the
mastern kedlterranean; dlminished emigratlon froz the Soviet Unlon
while diminishing trade at the same time; and the loss of mdlnland
Southezs Asia. HNo US administration since World War II, however
bin.ling, can makxe such a claim, Without the advantagee of Congres-
sional wlsdom, South Vietnam could still exist, anc ve Would not be

n object of derision in ruch of the world, In recent days we have

&

Fuu]

either been Wise nor honorable, <Cne can only hope that the resultant®

:5

nu-iliation will bring us to our senses before other such disasters
are upon Us, At the moment I sugpect We need Harry Truman and
Geori.e Larshall ( and maybe even ueorge Patton } more than Georgze

Yaoovarn and Jane Fonda,



