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Last Trip to Vletnag 

(hpril 4-22,1975) 

.2eop1e have been urbinu me to cet this le.st Vietnam expel'ience 

dOHn on paper while it is still fresh in my mind. I have resisted to 
the 

date. ,.;y portablecypewriter 1-las l,ft behind in/3ane:;kok hotel check 

room on April 18 when I shuttled back in to Saison for the last time. 

All I have is a GoverrU!lent ballpoint unl'littinbly picked up alone:; the 'day. 

Also there is a reluctance to relive 8Ee.in en'1 exhaustinG, . tragic 

experie"ce, and also ,one has the o.epressin6 feeline:; that people would rea] 

not ~)·a..'lt to hear about it anyway, back here in the unrea.l llorld. 

For exasple nel'IS commentators are alree.dy busily assurin2, therr:selves 

and us that t1:ere \'iill be no reprisals, no blooe-bath in Vietnam. And 

that is \{hat people \,ill "{ant to hear, despite all evidence of the 'lay 

stalinist COirrsunists have acted everp,:here, B.nd despite all :;:>revious 

history in Vietnam itself. 

file cler-k hIlO had ¥lorkeel in my office there in 1967-68 lihat would han:Jen , -

to her a.fter e. Comr,mnist ta;~eover. It No th inc, II she said, Itfor VilQ to tr.reE 

years. Then, after Vietnam is no lonser under the eyes of the \;orld, 

and hax after "Ghe more important people he.ve been liquidated, then I \iill 

be trie8. :'or 'unloY2J .. ty' bllleceuse I'iiorkec for the Aserica.ns SJ1d I ',;ill 

be l<::illed. II .out this 1s not the sor·t of thine. A08:!:.--ica.ns ~·;ant to hen,r 

or believe. 

I hao. assn livin", in ·,;e.shlnston and observinc i'!ith mountinG 1i8-

belief the actions of tr...e ij.S.Con[ress. Years BSO He had encou.rased 

South Vietnam to becolr.e a tlbastion of an-:"i-CoCl::-.LJl1isT;:." For a time \-!e 

even believed the cause was suffuciilantly l:ilporta\'lt to send in ouil olin 

troops (a1'1d no doubt the US military, at the outset, lIelco!:'.eo. a chance 

to do its thing.) Then ,Ie had pulleci out _ our SP1L"l of attention largely 

, 
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exllav.sted. - but in leavin", has pressur6d the South VietnaEose to 

acce.ot, over tr-:eir protest, the lecalized presence of i10r·th Vietnamese 

sanctuaries south of the 17th ?arallel. so that Hanoi Hould, in turn, 

release American POlls. To the Ecouth Vietnamese this \;as about as safe 

as leavino live cancer cells in place as one se"'led up a surgical 

incision. So to get their cooperation _ which l'Ie had to have to get 

our prisoners out _ vie promised continued military aid, and even 

mili tary COUIl tsrB.C tion (presumably by aircraft) if the COD:LUIl is ts 

and naked military a8b"'ession. 
~ 

The Vietnamese ~, rescc,ea their direct 
not 

I-Ias tl..'1fortunately/an internal Vietna.mese affair alone, because both 

sides, (havL'lb no dOfJestic arms industry) depenaed totally on their 

respec tive fors ii.,h protec tars for arms and a.mauni tion. The cutoff of' 

such supplies to either side meant ultimate defeat for that side. 

So it lias that in the \'iinter 8l1Ci sprins of 1975 the US Consress 

announced oL,enlY to the South Vietnarr:ese, the North Vietnaaese and the 

world the.t it would Give no more mill tary aici to South Vietnam. This 

\vaS e.n a.''lnouncement to friend and foe alike that our allies 1"lould, as 

a matter of matr..ersatical certainty, be forced. to lose, either sooner 

or later at their option. I remonstrated by mail and in person \'iit.h 

Coneressmen. I '\':as tola the.t these actions i-;ould force Thleu to 

" "necotlate" Ii i th the COr.l';unis ts so tr.at "self _0 etermination for the 

Sout" Vietnamese people l'ioulci be achieved."" I l-ias tola. that it lias 

not Co.llIntl..'1ist aver'esslon but rather the stubborn refusal of the 

South Vietnamese to "negotiate" that Vias the caase of the continuin.:; 

\'Iar in South ViEOtnam (hcGovern.) I \'las tCJld tc_at the South Vietnal!lese 

\,ould lose anyv1ay, so cuttinG off military aid. was really an act of 

mercy (Fenl; ickJ Vietnam had lonG been the true hoee of the self­

fulf illinj« prophecy. an ar'l ,Ihich had no,1 reached near Defec tiona 

i 
\ 
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I >-las told that cuttino off n:ilitary aid was an a,ct of virtue because 
South 

the real problem in/Vietnam Was tha,t its larLely elected [,ovel"n!nent 

was not representative of the people, (vlhereas the unelected Communist 

alHhorities presumably I;ere.) (Carr). I was astonished to learn that 

the COGlllunists in Vietnam really 'Ianted to neGotiate something other 

than the total surrender of South Vietna~. 

Since no Vietnamese I had met in service there off' and on over 

a 13-year period believed any of the forecoin(o, it I;as clear to me that 

the US COIl8ress must know somethint:;, I didn't, or I'las itseef' tlll!::bU:'Q:x 

hopelessly brainwashed. Quite apart from Vietnam or politics, I had 

all;ays placed a lot of credence in thine:;s like fair play, the importance 

of lceepinb your \-;ord. 'ilhen Senator Sam Furm carr,e along ana. said '<Ie 

should provia.e to South Vietnam as much as Hanoi lias bettin5 from 

Russia and China - a,nd. no !r,ore _ this seemed so sensible and honorable 

that I I'las amazed. \'Then no one reacibibd. This appraach would have given 

all narties to the conflict a real rea,son to nesotiate _ the alternativ 

bein", an enciless 'dar _ l1hereas the COl1bres~ t preferred solution of 

cuttin6 off South Vietnam unilaterally gave the Cosmunists no reason to 

neGotiate at all - and that is exactly what happened, even after Thieu 

fell, and Euone, fell, and DuoIlb van Linh tried to surrender I'lith 

ky sense that t.he whole thin", \"las dirty pool ere"1 slo'.lly to 

a feelins of outrace and shame, and finally I felt compelled to return 

to Vietnam. If there I'las still any hope for the South Viena!!lese, I 

'dan ted to encoura",e them. If none, then I \'Ianted to hely the refu.:;ees. 

If that \las impracticable I 1'1 an ted to hepp some people escape, if I 

could.. ?erhaps more than anythinL else I ','ian ted to call on men and 

11(';[.8:1 I had knOlin and I'lorked lIith in Vietnam, to let them knol'l that 
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their erstl,hile friends \';ere still their friends; that not all 

Americans Viore indifferent to their pliGht. Perhaps just to express a 

syn-oolic solid8.rity \iith peopl.e in ti!l,8 of trollcls, \·ji.th indiv:G.iJ.::,l 

I explainoi some of this in a letter to the Seattle Post-

Intelli.~encer as I passed throuLh on my \lay to Vietnan. en the 

fli6h t from Tokyo to HonbKong (Apr il 2) some Chinese fellQ'.; _passeilbers 

inquirei ",i ith a~1lazerr.ent VJhy I ',i as return in;.:., to Sai~oa a. t th is time. 

\'Ihen I told them they said nothinG at fd!rst, but later in the flisht 

each car]e by and honored ree vilth ozpY'essions of Sup)ort and Good ~Iishes. 

I arrived in SaiGon on April 4, in the evoninc , and showed up 

unannocJ.nced at tho house of ;ny old frio;']u and collea",ue ;·lark HUES. 

The Vi~tn9.mese cook recoGnized me frO!~ years before and beamed. hark 

seer;:ea to find nothinG surprisinb in xy return. To both of us the 

concern \,Ias natural. 

v ., 

In the mornine I first ·"alked some ten b1ocl:s to deliver a letter 

to aVis tnaoese family from their re1o. tiv es in the US. Tb.ere ,Iere no 

Americans or fo~·eiohers an t~e streets. "J:.he V iet!1.~.:r1e3e ei t{ter' too~ 

no notice of 1:18, or r,et;.ITned my smiles ii i til their usual bood ffianIlers. 

I haG. al';lays felt instantly at home in 58.i(:oon - as had a lon", line of 

French and Americans before a.nd aftelo me. 

presence larGely Coone _ t,he c i 1;;] seeneei nore 1 ike the SaiGon I had fL'st 

knQ'.'In in 1956, clee.ner, quieter emd less cluttered ';dth ililitary vehicle! 

and barbed ',; ire. Tennis ',las still bein", plo.yeu at the Cercle Sp:Jrtif, 
) 

but the former CDO\'ld of foreishers drinkine; "citron presse" or =kE 



"biere 33" on the Continental terrace "Ie,s larc:ely bone. The city 

seemsCL calm and people ,;ent about their usual rO'ltlnes, but under the 

ELtrface one coulci sense the tenSion. 

For the firE. t fe':/ days I tried sirr:ply to learn \ihat the 

s i tua tion really "I as. V;lW had the South Vietnamese pesi tion 

deteriorated so rapidly in the Uorthera reGions 1 I learned some 

answers. Re""ardi116 the pullback from Banmethuot, one problem \,Ias that, 

the South Vietnamese army, with its soldiers spending their entire 

',;orkin", lives in uniform, had. the families liv in", \'Ii th the troops. 

-One could attack, leavin6 the fa,milies in safety behind, but one could 

not retreat Vii thout first gettin", the families o'ut. But this \1aS not 

done, and the retreat became chaotic as soldiers ,iorried more about " 

their families than their units. Bad plannins, bad leadership. 

Farther North ~i~ panic had occurred, even in crack 

units that had foubht the Horth Vietnamese to a sta.Yldstill in past 

enabasements. i~hy? Contradictory orders from 'i'hieu, or no orders. 

Disastrous psycholobical bllimders, as ','Ihan the top Vietnamese commande 

],1oved his headquarters to II ship l1hich looked as if he ,'las running 

a\,ay. Some said - and there \'laS sharp disa5r~ err:ent about this _ that 

the closinG of the liS Consulate, particularly the furtive ma,nner in 

\lhich it Vias aone, \Ias crucial. After all, the Vietna8ese all'lays 

aS2u2Jed the Americans kne':l thinGS th~ d.ldn't know. and if the 

AlleY'lcans HeY'e slip . .Jinb out over the back fence, thin¢s must really 

be hQlpeless. 

Clearly the strean of refUGees voting '.lith the ir feet 

inuadated the South Vietnamese in places like D9.TI9.,ns, but ha,vi.ne; said 

all this, the US role was of crucial i:nportance. Of course there Has 

to be no air SUy")ort this time, but the 6.aily ''lord fron i'lash l.nGton 
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Ilent rr.uch far ther. Tnere Vias 'also to be no replace:;:ent of lieapons or 

am:~_u."1ition, no s98.re ,)arts, no nothins. To mak- sure all couth 

Vietna::lese bot t!1e rnessace claarly, the US ConGress a"cl the .Presi:ient 

had all Done on vacation. The bro\iins sense of frustration a..l1d. despair 

amonG the South Vietnamese 'das of course matched by Grm-iinG elation 

amon", the Eorth Vietnal'Ilese. 

In SaiGon thin5s vlere still much calmer. Refugees had not 

been allm'led to enter Saison itself, to spread the panic and possibly to 

include enemy sappers. The city ha.Ci adeqClate stocks of food, i'later and 

other necessities. The A.'iVN 18th Division, fo:c'merly one of the <Iorst 

in the South Vietnamese army, Has preparinc; to fiGht tenaciously and 

successfully at XUan Loc. A spirit of resistance could still have been 

kindled, but biO thinGS had to hap,Jen :'irst: Thieu had lost the confi_ 

dence of the country beCause of the disasters in the north and Clearly 

had 0 £0, but lias han5inb on. Secondly, s~ note of encoure.sement had 

to be sounded from America. If the same messase of no resupplY, no 

support continued, then a:11Y resistance '"ould ultirr,Btely be futile anyway. 

PrasiCient Ford 1 
G mes~aLe t- the COl1(.,resE seemed hopeful, but t~e 

Vietnamese I'lere becomins increasine.ly aHare that the Consress Ivas nOI; 

dictatinG Uc forei",n pollcy and huns on, very Viord that ,'ias beins sa.id 

by the au[.ust arbiters of their destiny on 5apitol ,rill. 

the press there ·~'tere peo)le lixe Bl11 stewart of T1:~, Don l;)berdorfer 

of the ',iashin"ton .i?ost, Keyes beech of the Chic8,;,o D2.il';- :'e\ls. Al~o I 

called on present and former- senior of.i'icials in tl',e Vietnar.ese 

Government. Lne former cabinet mi.1ister sa'.'l lile co,-:-liilb as he "Ias 

,~orkL'1G in old clothes in his yard. He rushed into the house as if he 

had seen a Ghost, to emerGe after a fa\! moments in "proper" attire, 

I , 
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\"iith bea.mint:;, sIdle and. olel-Horld courtesy. Over t:e.e tra:litional tea 

I a.cked 0.L; about his )1['-'1s. He smileG and said "I am mO)"e than 60 

yeo.rs old.. At my ace a bullet is no Dreat me,tter. 13ut I D.:n liorried 

for IV chilc.r'en. If they ore allol,eci to live they ',rill ho,ve miserable 

lives.rhe Co,;:;t;unists place Great stock in benealosy." (;~O~l. '1eeks 

later in iliy house in ','iashin",ton, the dOS"lood blossominG outside my 

door matches the flol1ers on the lacquer panel he save me in 1969 

"hen I left Vietnam. I look at them and my thoUbhts go back to him. 

I honor him. If he is still al ive tociay, r.is de;js are nu;;tbered. 

He sho"ed me hOVi a ma1'1 can face an imple.cable destiny 'lith Grace and 

coura.;,;e. ) 

Betl/een April 4 oDd April 13 I re:r,ained in 5ai0 0n. 

1'11e Vietnamece uovernment \'Ias understandably (lenyino all exit visas 

even to Vietnamese I-Iho haC. pass':'Jorts. P. fe\'! rich VietnaCl9se and Chinesl 

Viere buyin<.,..j pas2;>orts at ·astronOLli'- a1 9rices _ \-j}1.ich "ient from ~~ 2000 

to C.15000 in a ma.tter oill. days - 9.-1'1<:1 some Vietna!~ese girls .. rere able 

to leave because they \>Tere ma.r irod to ArJGTic821S or other foreieners. 

I loe:r.er::oereci. t'1e olel joke about so')e bachelors beins too old to be 

elisible and others beinG too eli;:;ible to be old. The latter 11as 

cel'tE<inlJ the case in Sale,on in April 1975. lUll unattached American 

interestO(l in catrilnony, hGever hO;:~Gly or dec_ epit, could hG.ve caused a 

riot ~G:I rJls.cil1...:.. an ad in a lOilely he2..rts colu2ln, I !!lean litE:i. .... ally ! 

On April 13 11: toolc a corr.:cercial airli:.'lo flic,ht to Banc;lwJ(: 

anc. then on to Vie1htiane)Laos. I \'ianteci to ",et a';iay f:'oI:l the atmos_ 

:)here of (lOOG .s.nQ betraya.l in SaiLon, "lhere I :-"elt increasirlLly 

ashail'leCi to be an Awe1"ican, 9.n1 I ~,,'3.:'lte6. to stay ',iith old friends in 

ViGnti~:.ne Yj'her-G I m1bht be ablt to hire a l.)il~.;t 2.:'1::'" s~~,all 2,ircl"':-}.:ft to 
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,."l:er e the 

pilots often conLrecated. Hibht u..v12-Y I r:lct sc~;-:e US a.ir fo:'ce o-::-':'lcers 

',;0.0 ',';ere ,wre the.n synpB.thetic because, li1(8 every AE1Sc'ican I Eet in 

SO'J.t~'":.cast Asia, they Here conterr.ptuousl~r b i tt.er about the US COile,ress
l 

s 

attiti.l.d.e. ~lith their !1elp I d.id meet some private :lilots, but many 

vlere out of tOlfn in 5insa90re, and in t:le ti::.e available I could 

10c8. te noae \Tho had. a sui table aircraft. 50, af ter a plasant eveninG 

,';ith Len i·~aynard a.nd He.rvey I'Jecse, I ha.d to return to Ban.;kok. 

en April 13 I fle\'1 back to Sai",on, o.avL'l", car-efull' !!lade a 
for 

return reservation to ;3al1<..:.kok/the sa.1Jle evenine. I would cake one last 

attempt to discover a 'flay to rescue Vietnarr.ese friends, e':'1d if U.llsucces 

ful would extrice.te myself. As a pr'ivate citizen I could. not be sure 

',ihere I liould fit into any off1icial 8vacuo.tion pl"hs, and I ;ias in-

cree.sint,ly afra.id for rr..y OVln hide. On arrival I fo~d that, hers2....s 

Saibon had been tense befor'e, no\{ there ',las real terror. T:'18 Vietnames 

had heard enouJ1 of executions in ;-J2 .. nrr.ethuot, DanBl1t.. and. .i·me. T".C'e:1b· 

fror: ... relatives and ref1J..t.ees. COl:djunist atrocities are never cO"llered 

by the US television ne1l;.;orks _ lihich is one rea.son for the tU1rea.l 

perceptions of the f ... Clerican people C'.bout Vietna.m - and U'.e Bedia 

t'r,emselves see:.,-. all too '.i ill in", to over 100L this sli",h t cief io iency 

as t:'ley pu.rvey t~_e iT "balanc ed 11 tr.) th t'J t:"..8 ~.::.cc:: iean 96091e every 

even inL.,. 7{L~S it HaS ~1ar'cl for a fDuei..::.,neY' to 2.ssess the real facts 

of CO~:L:1unist tal:eove:c in the nOY't~10rn rez,io:ls. ?hoto(;l'"'aphls evidence 

of executions llhich one heard describerJ. with 80;-;.e s.p8cificity '.{as 

obv iously v irtu8.11y non -ex lstent. I did. lneet one Vietnanese connected 

v;i th the uS InfoY'[~a tion Serv ice v;no toleS. ~!le s~!.e had personally seen 

photobra.Jhs in their files, \'Ii to. the na.:Je of the ,91'lotoi:)r8..9h61' :md 

tbe c ircu;[sta.nces d.etailed, H)-,ich ciepic ted the p;,mishmen t accorded. to 
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one Vietnar:;eEe army colonel ill D2.n2-':16 vihose 'Ii ife had the E1isfort.'Wle 

to be HeRRinG red nail polish v;hen capL'-,'eci by the liberators. Her 

t i~'":cer - e..:."1U toenails Here pulled out before his eyes. SOlT~e AlTIer leans 

'"ill of course wish to c.iscredit :ll!=N and c;eny such atrocities. 

iJnfortu,lately- torture and reprisal is a, lo,'lG-established tradition in 

ViGtne,11. It is also e. COBmon feature 0: Sta1L'list Communist, as 

Solzhe,'litsyn has recently reminded us, if reminder is necessary, 

":;:':-,0£8 ";{-'O ex~.)()ct the victorious Co:"mu!1ists in Vietn9.ffi to act with 

Cl:ristian eharlty axe sisgly fools and v:is~:.ful t~L!~{ers. 

Ir1 Apr'il 1975 the peo~)le of Saiton ',',:"0 he.c. ',iorl,e<i l'Ii th the 

ABsricBJ1s or with the Vietnamese G-overnr::ent ix at official:s leveJts, 

B.c'1ci the 1954 refUGees from North Vietnam, had a c1eEl.I' vie .. , of \;hat 

a~·,'8.itsd. thet:. In fact many fa::~il:les hac.. alY'eady bOUGht pills with 

i·l~_ic}-!. to COELC:.1it suicide. Once the cius'l, settles i::: Vletna.m.t the hewsmen 

dep3.rt, and the neH rebit~e has had time to cOL,)lete the paper\;ork 

alres,QY ullder \1ay, the pur'Ges Ii ill beGin ill eex'nest. Over the next 

fe',; years a Great many VletnalJ".eBe \-I ill 00 before "peo{)les' courts" 

for public humiliation,m or end their days alone and in unmarked 

",raves, Cielivered to the executioners by the follies of their O\;n 

lea.c.ership and by the pious decisio'lS of t!'_e US COD6ress. As this 

y&..:,.Yar is beinc; tJ'-~6d, I read tl~at there B.re 20:-::'8 60,000 refusees on 

UprooteCi, hOlr.esick 

ane. :liserable as lilany of the2, are, only 150 havs asked ta be sent back 

to Vietnarn to date. Geo:((;,8 :·~c(Jovern aSS1..1reS 0.3 and theri. the.t they 

\';ou.lci all be better off back in Vietnam. Csn it be they lena;,; so:cethins 

he doesntt !( 
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In any case, one Vietna.mese friend in particular beE:..c..ea. me to 

stay over at least until t"e 21st. Honday. This nea...."'1t for rc,e 3,n 

orr,inous weekend.. By this time there I;ere 10 iJorth Vietnamese divisions 

ylithin strikinG d.istance of Sait.on, with only three South Vietnamese 

divisio!ls to op)ose them. Xuan Loc had held but ~'ias being bypassed. 

As I "Ialked about ~aibon I found, to my surprise, none of tfle anti-

Amer icanism I had expected. ?erhaps Gy pi'esence a.s an American gave a 

sense of nOl'r:lallty and. reasEura,nce. If the Amf:crieans ,';ere still there, 

perh1'lps doof'lsday had not arrived. Perhaps one Ii ould. .,a.lee up tlmorrOl'l 

anu find the ,·;hole nie;htmare H as really only a dream. 

But in fact the Amel'icans "Iere leavIns, arId it \';as not always 

a noble spectacme. The depe,rtures had. to be Gra6.ual. even d.iscreet, to 

avoid a panic in iihieh no one mic-ht Let out. 1hus dne evening American 

personnel in a US Government office simply left their off'ices and ~ot 

on a plane. In the mornini. \'/hen the Vietnan:ese staff reported for 

duty a.s usue.l, there '\'IeY'e no Arr.el',lca,ns there. 0:1e Vietnamese VIas 

quoted as sayino: " llr. __ and I worked tOGether dailY for ten years. 

I felt he iias my eldel" brother. But last ni",ht he left us and he didn't 

even say cpoclbye." Another such spectacle \las .9rovided. 'iihen the 

Awariean 11:SYJa",e:,.ent of US banks in 53,ii..,on :.:.Y:lve out to the airport lSrX.e 

in the pre-ue,i'/Yl lisht to boarcl a chartere:3. airere.It for Rent. icons, 

havi~ quietly turned their affairs over to European banks. \1hen the 

ViEitl'_amese clerks sho'"ed up, no one Ih'.S there. Eard.ier American 

businessmen like Lincoln .orolinell refused to 99nic and upheld the 

US lIT.aGe ,lith createI' diGnity and Grace. 

Tne l'/cekenQ of April 19-20 was a personal nishtmare. The 

Vietnamese army ,jas still beinG told it I'lould bet no Dore military 
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sup)lies from the US Canbress, but that there \loula. be "humanitarian 

aid, II \ihich ,las understandably re",arded as soa~ethiIlcc of a sick joke 

by peo)le who Vler-e tryir16 to fi",ure out how to save their lives and 

freedo;". The Com:unists ';ere pressinE; Bien Hoa, 15 ;niles from SaiGon. 

If the 50uth Vietnamese continued. to fiGht \'Ie still he,a. a fe\"l days to 

If they did not, we \iere already trapped. Vay I 

hereby thank the unkno~1n South Vietnamese soldiers \'Iho in fact bOUGht 

time for us anu for thousands of their countrymen, many with their 

lives, a...nd Ilith no hope of 8ratitude or re';lard.) 

Durin" the I-Ieekend I continued to monitor 1:,he situation 

rebaY'ains evacuation of Vietn~mese. The restrictions imposed by the 

Vietnawese \.i-overnment '-Iere, breakinb cimlU \'ii thE the bene1'al disinte,-,~ 

ration of the re",i:ne. en the US side efforts were increasil1c1y beine; 

made to bet US citizens to leave SaiEon, as A!ner'icB,n passport-holders 

coula. still 00 by commercial carriers. nut those same Amer'ica;1s, 

dis6ustea "Iith US policies a.nd pa:bticularly by the aba...ndonment \:.0 

their fate of Vietnamese co-vlorkers or relal.ives, ':;1e ~e diG~ins in their 

heels and. in effect tellL'lo the bureaucracy, and. ultimately the uS 

Conbress, that they ,'/ould. not leave unless some Vietnamese left also • 

. :"'s a result of these pressill'es, it beb8...'1 to appear that perhaps 

VietnC',Dese co\),l6. no;'; be extricatea by Americans l"iillL'l.c, to sponsor theL, 

even thou,--,h l10t r-els.tsd by b1006. or me.:CY'iat,e. So on Lo~day :::orI1i:'J.0, 

."-.;Jri121, I tolcl one Vietnamese friend I·,hose years of 8rJ~10y:r,ei1t ",'ith 

?e.n As "I"ior'ld AiY'viays &.'1.Q other American cO:>:.9aJ1i8S placed. her in jeopardy 

to collsCL her d.a.'J-vht~~r aDd 2. fe\"T hand-carY'y parcels of clothes, and 

",;ex ',';'Jul6. try to escape. I·~ark ::U22 lonned us his CGX' to bO 2..8 fal-' 

3.S t:-:8 e.irport police checkpoint. There ',;e bribee. 2, policeman ta L t 

on theous for the DAO Corr.pouna -



·,·.ie fO:lncl 0'll"selves in due courS2 in e..n s.u.citoy·iu:T'_ ?lo~0 -.lith 

SG7srQ,1 [lun:..t~·eci .'r.illlnL peo)le. THO US v ice_consuls s.:::,t at a dGs~:: 

3taE.~}in.:.::. .J:)upeY·s, -dhile another ,,~lme:cic6.!1 -.-i3.:1:':;'orea. ar,:)uDG. '" it::.-'.. a bullhorn· 

tellinu peo ... )l€; to line up uver here or ove-;.· there, for' ~10 ex.91aincr.l rea~ 

~ventually I fou.nd a form 2116. fl~leci in t':le na:::.es 0:' ~-:;.y "depende~ts," 

listinb them as"aclOpt1ve dauGhters," (undeterred by tl':e fact chat one 

'das the nother of the other.) That seemed (;000. enozh and LYJ. due cours. 

I presented 'fr\j- stamped payer and sot assib~ed a ~na:1ife8t nu:cber. ·,';e 

then vTalt6Q in 1 i.ne or sat in the sun froB 9 2..1::1. on Ap!"'il 21 to 

3:30 a.m. on April 22. I ran l!lto Americans 19:e 'i;es E11J.16an \'Iho 

'.jere brini::,lntS out, 13 t1relatives." It see;u8:1 that ;cost A:r.ericans ,'Iere 

Qver'lhe.dned 1'/it:'1 the indecency that Vle.S beirlb inflicted. on the South 

Viet.na",ese by lleliber.!lte US policies a!ld \lel'S ceetermined to protest in 

The US ConGrEl 

,: as pushinG to .~et ~he ArneX'ieans out aDd £.,eneY'a.ll:,...- Has unsol ic i tous 

about our allies. The local Americans ree.caed. by refusins to leB.ve 

;,mlesE their fa.nilies, friends 8.nd cO-',:or'!.:er's could i..0 too. 1':(1.is 

:'orceJ. liber'alization of the evacuation rules. 'dhen one c,)nc1.c..ers 

that these A'l'.el'icans had to accept responsibility - financial and 

othen:ise _ for t'lese Vietnar.'.ese foy' a.1'J. indef inite pe:::'lod, it beco!:'.es 

8 . .:.))3..re~lt t:·~s:..t t~,ls impulse to save t::8 Viet-~'1a~G;:e ·· ... 'as an o..ct of 

conscie~lce QS "ell as a ,-,esture of conteCi.)t lor CD.pital Hill. 

At 0330 l.-ie ','-ere bussed \:..0 a \1aitint:. 0-130 boxcars its ensines 

all revved. U) to GO' and ','ieY'O stra J}ed to t~i.e iletal floor' in rO'\'JS 

About fo"J.r :-~ou.rs la.ter - o.fter 

24 hoLlY's on the \~ay _ \'ie ar:civ·::·(t at C12.xk Field. 

Up l,O t~_is pol!lt I can saf'ely say there ,Iere no proud Am ricans 
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left in Vietnam. There ',;as only a n!attep of de",ree in the s!la::.e. 

conte'''pt a.nd 8.n.:..er unlveI's8.11y felt by all. out Clark Fielci hel)ec. 

to cha..'1Ge this, for at once lie say Americans of a diffe;:.'ent starn.'? _ 

Air Force per sonnel l'lork ini.- ".round the clock, lady volcmteGr's b1' in.:::.lng 

\'iater and cookies, smilinb patient and tireless. After checkinG in 

\"lex \'Iere bussed to "tent city. II Here military ten ts were set up 

Yiith cots for about 12 peo_lle per te!1t, the \;hole bein;,; located in the 

heart of the Base. \;ith access to a real cafeteria, real sho',;ers, and 

even an outdoor movie theatre. ',ie Here ~r.ade to feel ·.:elco,~e, the 

\"Ieather I'las superb. and the operation smoothly mana.;;;ed by a team of 

Air Fopce se:c-;.,eants ap9arently led by an outstandL'lc black serGeant 

'<lith a loudspeaker microphone pePpetually in his hand. The patience 

of these people \'Ias unbelievable. It seemed nothin5 could disturb 

their calm efficiency. A lonf:- line of America:1S and Vietnarr:ese \lill 

not soon fori;.et the i:,reat peo,91e of' Clark Field. T'c.ey sho,'ied us 

America at its best. 

After four de:js lle ',JeY'0 flo',-;;1 to G-uar:l. Ap~arently the 

.2hili9fines G-overnment '';as ·ira'd ',n", the same conclsion I ha:i observed 

in :3a..'12,koU, ,;hieh mibht be phrasea like this: If the Americans ;'1 on 't 

stand up for vihe.t they usea to believe in e,nd ',jill even cut off aid 

to t~ oss uhom they set up as exponents of h.rr.erican anti-Cor.:;'::'UIlist 

,:,Jollcles, thon viha the hell neeus the ;"!G8L ieans i? 3esiies, to 

succour South Vietnamese refl.-lbees \"lil1 only irY'itate the neH rulers 

of As ia, so '.lhy do it S It "fas also rUl:ored that the US e."J.thorities 

ha.C: not bothered to eheck \'Iith the .2hlli;J)ines GoverYlment bef'ore 

brinwinL in the refubees. 1;1 DIly case ;:e h8.d to .c.o. 

J-uam, under the ;'lavy. al)~)eal'ed to face a particularly 

Qifficult problem, with Ga"y refU6ees converLln~ both fro!l: Clark 
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and fro'E 5ai",on its:clf, by the thO'.iS8,;10.S. ',ie ',lere Doved to a t8nt 

city still bein", constructed at Orote POiilt, at the oP?osite end 

of the islal1o. from ..meiersen Air Force 3ase 'dhere ','Ie had laneied 

aD ids t l' Oil s of .a -52s. 'Ihe bus rio.e ",ave us a chance ,0 see Guam, 

its beautiful harbor at Abana, and finally the tlavy Base. The tent 

ci ty 'das not located in the heart of the Base as at Clare';: Field, b;).t 

on freshly-bulldozed srub land \~eilll removed from any permanent 

installations. TClUS there \'Ies no acceS2 to Base facilities, althou.;h 

e.G a:..'1 Am rican I cOlJ_l6. ancl (Lid hitch-hike to a snack bar uhere I 

coulei buy SOif,e fooci befo, e my lack of a :·;e.vy TIl card Has perceived. 

In tent city itself the Seabees Here \,/or.:ino arounc the clock 

to set up tents _ [lot s,?aced a)art a,s at Clark but packed tOf::,ether. 

Run,nin", .. later Has just belu"" installed, as Iso lias electltc ';ill-int:. for 

lit.,hts. Latrines Vlere still about 300 yards a:Jart. Dust lias 

ever'Y',lhere, and one had to scrou:<1Le to Get a cot to slee"J on. in 

::y case \11th a bath tOI'lel for the 0:'11y blanket. Each hour ,1e\'1 

sup;Jlies liould arrive, \'Ihich t!1e Seabees 'do;).ld try to distribute. 

There lias no public address system, so no orders could be Given. 

T'he Ar:;.ericG21S and Vietnamese orb8-7Jizeci the~Eelves, brln~i:16 ~roup 

P!'8ESUJ."e to beeT to clean tl) te~lt e.:ce2.S, discouraGe nO:1.-UBe of 

latrines, etc. 

I ',:a6 tol( he bld purchased )asc )orts for his fa:r.ily e,t exorbitaht 

so he haG. rus ,,6. 0VrcJ.· to the u~ evacuation center and so:;::eho'ii ~:lana6cd 

to ",et tnclu<iecl. 
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J.-'e!1t CIty, Or'ote .?oint, \iaS a bit of 8j1 ·:)r'cleal. en the SeCO~1Q 

e.G.}, ,'!:"ter six (i:x~E: hours stan.dill" in li:.e, II-las able to 9resent 

to "he next sto"J, the "Dachelor Civilia.'1. Q.uarters." :Cere '.'Ie Here 

aSEi(:)1ed seVen to a s!nall rooin, but it had a bathroora and sho;,er 

and. I;e felt o.l!:lost overwheln:;ed by the luxury of our situation. After 

one niGht \-Te \;e:ce 9ut in busses a.mi told He Here ",Oi.1<..- to e.irplanes fu'1d 

on to t'he rnainl.:::.nu united states. .aut no _ the b"..ls ~le!1.t onl~l as far as 

a defunct Je.pa..rlGSe honeymoon hotel _ the Tolcyu Gu.am _ \':hic~ the i,:e.rines 

haQ .:.Jut tack in ~.~8rati.on on 24_ho..J.Y' notice. \}e ate C-?atiol1s \.,'ith 

",ust-j, slept eiGht to 8. smalle, room _ but it also had a batt',roo::: a.'1d 

shO'dsr _ a:'1d ::tkR in the m orn in~ ",-; er e to b02.rd aircraft." 

~J this ti!lte Vie !""D,o. all dev&lo}ed 8. sixth sense fo::c ree..l_~ty ani ~'iere not 

s1.).r~.JriseQ i1he~1 t:--~e bus LU11oo.ded. us at a barl:'aclcs 'dithin the co~fines 

om. AnticrseL1 ~';'ir FoY'ce 3a.se. Zach move brousht us ne&rST' to th<ise l,)lanes. 

Aother hou.:c or t\-iO in line 2.11ei \'le ~ot OUY' D[\.:'t:es O~1 .9. !TIo.::-!.ifest -p .•. nd. bussed 

once :::or6 _ tr~is ti;~;e t8 a indoor- bB.sb:etoall cOUJ. .... t. Fro:r. here \·;e c0'-11d 

actually see the plans _ a 'ilorld J.ir"iiays 747. ens last busing and 1-Ie i':er 

on 0'..1.1" 'dal non_stop to rravis Air Fo:-c'ce Base, C:::.ltfor~1ia, ten hours aViP...y. 

.:~ -:~ 

in .:;':;~cr ica (An':;. I ;r.it.ht i"tsY'ject here t".c.t "I,;:u", the 13-:i,,2r' olci, 

~:nO\iS "'I'ell, behir:Q. an aiY-ll::-::'E: tlc~:s t counter. ) 
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ir:.. r.::ailand ;3out:-~east Asia. 

d.:i. ... a'd~t.. the 11ne nOvl If the offshore Hrea.S - Ind.onesia and. Ja.}8.r: XX 

It SSG:::eci. to us 

t.:~8.t -l:.here are fr·in~e-8.re9.s in the \'/orld, and if one i.:..ro:"l? aiel not care 

to 2.siOert its influence, interests a:'ld. id.eals in such ;Jlaces, others 

ZL'~-'.l ~,.,) :;,~. ')", ~':}~ 112 t:: '2 0 P en societies 

2.r.d. C. 8:" ~.6 ed C 021C e.:; 

:.neS"':)8ctable 
- " 

in the eieE of its adherents, and apparentl,i of the \'lorld at large. 

"j; e ~8.cl never 
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cl.O :'1ot feel it, it is 0'11y bec2.Llse they are jr-otectec. by t:--,e ,-roLl;>. 

cO:::AJetitio{\ as it e)(ists 8.t the f::c~nbes of ou.r ~,;orld. Yet in the 

loncer ter-ill •. our' place in the sun and that of the 'destern ~;orld deoana 

th&.t \'ie hold. our own in this procese of competition at the frinGes. 

It is not an irrevocable sift of nature. As l'fe recede, others advance 

~'1d the next stand be~omes more difficult. " 

Our recent performance is not encoura5inE. ,.e \'Iill spend 

more on "hurr.anitarian aid" than \-las or1sinally requested for mill.tary 

aud. ;ie lIill resettle people ';iho could n;or-e es.sily l:.ave rerr:ained at 

l',:"n:e. The US Conoress, since it assuT,ed direct responsibill.ty for 

forei~n policy in recent months, has achieved near_disaster in the 

:!:astern ;.,edi terranean; dirr.inished enie-ration fro:n the Soviet Union 

,;hile di,r.inishini::, trade at the same time; and the loss of mainland 

Southeas Asia. No US administration since World \iar II. hOI'lever 

b;'ill1<.:.lint.:;, can make such a claim. 'ilithout the advantae;es of Consres-

slo~'Ql "/1:3oom, South Vietne.m coulo still exist, and \'Ie liould n':Jt be 

c.Yl object of derision in r.:uch of the liorld. In recent days \\'e have 

neiU,er besn \'lise nor honorable. Cne can only hope tl:.at the resultant 

h'.~::.iliation will brinb us to our senses before other such disasters 

",.l·e 'cliJon U.s. At the moment I suspect "':e need Harry Truman and 

c.eoY\:..e :,a.rshall ( and. maybe even ",eorbe Patton ) mOl'e than GeOrb e 

'·:o.U'overn and Jane Fonda. 


