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honald ea an has said that welfare needs should be 

taken care of by local com~ nltles , not the federal ~overnment . 

'he prllctlcali ty of his view wlll face a crl.1cial test here in the 

Seattle area after April 1 . That is when 5384 of Seattle ' s Indochlna 

refUL es wlll be abruptly cut off from the federally financed housins 

and medlcal 8~9vort which they have been receiv1ns t o date under the 

nef~ee Act of 1980. There are no state funds to pick up the tab, 

so if the rlvate sector here cannot somehow provide housin or jobs 

for most of these people, the resultin des air could lead to some 

suicldes in the streets, accordlno to ;>rofesslonal counselors who 

work wlth t he refUbee s . 

The timin of th1s sudden shift in federal polley 

could scarcely have been worse , The cut _off is belon/!. ~mposed I~lth 

only mInImal rior notice , and after other federal pro~rams specifically 

desi ned to help refueees find jobs and become self_sup~ortin have , 

illo~ically , already been slashed. And all t h is comes at a time when 

unemploy ment In the s tate of WashIn~ton is runnlnb officIally at 12 . 4~ 

(unoffIcIally as hl h as 20%), with 244, OOJ people re ortedly out of 

work . 
In fa1rness~ it should not be fo ~otten that this 

particular welfare problem which ~eatt~e now faces was not caused, 

in the flr s t instance, by t he federal 60vernment " b ut rather by a 

handful of men in far _off Hanoi whose polic1es since 1975 - ranLine 

from outri ht extermInation of the hill peoples of Laos to politIcal 

oppression of t he conquered population of f ormer South Vietnam and 

military conquest of Cambod1a - have driven no less than 1.396.000 

Indochinese into exile . 
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Some 554. 000 of this number have come to the United 

5tates under a proLram that defines refueees so broadly as to inolude 

not only the politically oppressed but also many other people who 

did not . strlctly speakin~, have to leave home but 

mi rants in search of a better 11~e . 

'l.~~ 
About 20. 000 

were really economlc 
~~ ­

of toe s m,tall ~ 

refueees now live In the envlrons of 
~ 

Seattle. And whereas the first wave 

after 1975 were people who had worked wlth Americans In Southeast Asl a 

an had marketable skills and facillty in ~~lish. the later arrivals 

were often silli~le mi rants who lacked all of these advantaoes • 

. espondint. to the challen e. Cont>X'ess passed the r.efueee 

Act of 1980 under whlch the ffice of hefUbee Resettlement In the 

ueoartment of Health and Human 5ervices undertook to provide up to 36 

months of cash ( mainly for housin~ and utilities) and medical assistance 

at levels keyed to the existin~ sttte pro~ams for aid to families with 

dependent children. 'l'be Act also provided l;;'''s~'ja~i~~~;;?;t~;d~~~ 
"-

to help the refutee find a job and oecome self - eustaininb as soon as 

possible. Critics of the pro!:.ram say rit proVided for too len" a perlod 

of welfare. on the one hand. and too weak an emphasis on social services, 

on the other , thus encoura!:.in~ dependency by cash benefits while doinb too 

little to hasten the day when refueees could enter the job market and 

support themselves . 

For their part. the refueees do not like to live on 

covernment welfare. for which there was no tradition in their own 

countries. and could solve all their roblems if they could just eet jobs. 

They have eacerly seized on the entry - level tasks which native _born 

Americans used to scorn . But with the receSSion , it haa become increasin ly 

difficult for the refuee s h re to find any job , however menial . 
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It is precisely at this unpromisinb moment that the Office 

of RefUt,ee ~,esettlement. res:,Jondin..., to the F- eat;.an Administration 

bud~et cuts. has abru:,Jtly announced its decision to reduce cash and 
~~dy 

mediaal assistance for the last 18 months of the traditiona ,eriod 

of en t1 tlement to the level of each state's own "~eneral BSEistance" 

welfare pro~ram . The Catch_22 is that states like Washin~ton , Oreben 

an Florida have no such proeram of the type to which the rederal 

action is linked and therefore wi1l~ after April 1, et nothin~ . 

This has ~he effect of a massive and sudden federal rene~in • 

are impor~ant~ it means that more than 5000 refUt,ees in the featt1e 

area who would like 'to work but can't find jobs, will suddenly find 
I~o 

themselves with no means to )9,y the rent . And each month, about-400 

more \Vill b e addea to the rollE of the des~erate as their firEt 18 months 

of fede ' al entitlement expires . 

Concerned officials and private citizens here are hopin 

that the private sector wtll somehow be able to pick up the pieces 

in the wake of this sudden switch of Sederal policy. ~ither by findine 

jobs or providinc shelter" but no one here can yet explain how it will 

be done . So some refueees are headinc out of the state to places like 

California where the federal funds will still remain in effect , or where 

there are rumors of jobs. any others feel they have no place to turn, 

in a land, wh rc they often cannot speak the lan~u~e, cannot find work, 

and soon will have no place to 11YB. 

',Ihatever th1s Seattle crisis has to say. pro or can. about 

the wisdom of the hea an welfare philosophy. and however much it must 

condemn the way in which the new approach has been so abruptly and . 

many say, irresponsibly im osed on t h is community , it must also call In 

question the need for a revampln B of u.S. refueee policy as a whole . 



4. 

It woul seem to say that , to red ce overall numb ere and romote better 

planninc . clearer linee must be drawn b tween Ie itimate polltical 

refutees and those who are really economi c immi~rants who should be 

adm i tted only under normal immicration uo~as. Federal pro~ame for 

uch I'efUl;,ees as are accepted should ;;>rovide for a ehorter per10d of 

welfare ent1tlement but. at the same time , a more intenslve and practical 

rese ttl roent proe,ram emphasizln not only the present En lish lan uace 

train in but also,. as early ae p eelble. vocational and on - the _Job 

tra1nin~ . Conslderation sho Id also e blven to the obvlous fact that 

many yuun • able 0 led reful. se could, ae 'volunt "re . make a valuable 

contr1but1011 to our military servlc e whl1e , at the same time . acquirlne. 

skille. Ian ua e. Amerlcanlzation and, In th pI'ooess. an 1.100me for 

themselv e and their fam!l! 6 . 

LTettln the federal ~overnment out of the business of ~ ~ 

r efuoee relIef i6 an underetandable oal, but th way It ie betn~ one 

1n thie Eea,tle case _ whloh ie unfa1r both to this well -meanin~ 
r 

communlty and to th refllbeee _ 1e not th way to do it . 

seattle, ash . 
arch 12. 1982 

den Williame 




