
Marll, 1985 

Mr. Joseph Schechla 

The candor of your letter dated May 7, 1985 was 

apprectated althoubh I was appalled 8y some of your vlews on 

sUDJects other than the Mlddle East. the area of your organlzatlon's 

centll8l. concern. 

I shall not enter Into a lengthy deDate but.wlll make 

only a few aaslc oDservatlons. Central Amerlca: Are you qulte sure 

that the present Sandanlsta government represents true self_determlnation 

on the part of the N.lcaraguan people ? Many people In NlcaraE,-ua and 

elsewhere regard the orlplnal Sandanista revolutlon. as aelnb the volce 

of the Nlcaraguan people, whlch was later stolen by the Marxlst-Lenlnlsts 

who wlll, in Nicaragua as in Foland, Czechoslovakla, East Germany. 

Cuaa and everywhere else communist dlcatorships have aeen installed, 

erect a police state and never hold a free election. again. By contrast, 

the US gave more aid in the first awo years of the Sandanista 

revolution t~ Nlcaragua that it had given Somoza In all the years of 

that reglme. I thlnk I .elieve in self_determination more sincerely 

than you do. 
Afshanistan: The fact that ACC has taken no position on 

Afghanlstanis qulte simply oDscene, and sadly reveallng of the true 

politJ.cal agendum. of the organization. Such a position removes YJf'C1A~c.. 

frommthe company and support of free men everywhere. 

Vletnaa: Amnesty International descri.es the present 

Sociallst Repu.lic of Vletnam as the most massive vl01ator of hum.an 

r16hts to De found on earth. More than a m.111ioo refugees from Indo_ 

china are spread allover the world. A half million more have drowned 

at sea tr~ing to escape. Your Ignorant condemnation of so-called 

AIlIerican aotives" for trying to help South Vietnam escape that fate 

reminds me only of "Hanoi Jane" Fonda and her ilk. I spent many years 

in Vietnam. and know the sentiments of the people there. They are 

today 11ving in hell in a gulag state. Would that people like yourself 

who are no douat sincere and idealistiC could slmply experience first 

hand what li~e is like under communist dlctatdrships and you would need 

no-1urther deBate, includins this letter. 

I remain committeO to the view that your organization 

is making an enormous tactical and ideologlcal error In dlluting the 

cause of Justice in the Middle East with a ragtag of other causes 

whose content and whose origlnation may .e much less pure. Slnce I 

am commltted to t~ self-determination. ~ human freedom and 

~ human dignlty I have no choice aut to disassociate myself 

categorically fro~ any oocanlzation whicn emaraces the views and 

causes described in your letter. I stll1 Wish to have my name 

entirely stricken from your mailing list. 
sincerely, 

OGDENWllUAMS 
.~ 


