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It 1s fascinat1ne how truth hae a ' way of eurfacine if one 
can wait lono eno~h. Who would have suspected, say 10 years aeo , that 
the fost would be carryinb on its front pace (Feb . 12) an unashamed 
account of the horrors of I!,ao's Chinese bulabs and , in the same issue, 
a lead editorial which dares to infer, however timidly , that Amer i cans 
should perhaps not feel ashamed at havin~ tried to help small countries 
prevent the entirely predictable disasters which have overtakeb them 
since the commun1st viotories in Indlchina of 1975 " 

Ten years abo. Shirley NacLaine and Han Suyin were telline, Us 
how wonderful ,·,800 ' s China was,> to the point that one was amazed that 
neither of them went to live there, ~lhile at home tJeat newspapers . 
leadil1b polit1c1ans, and Vietnam experts like Fonda and r. ubin were tellt 
us how 1mperialistic and immoral we were as we t hwarted the allebed 
will of the common man rn~ndochina . etc . 

~he ~ost now t ells us that , in any case, El Salvador may be 
different . uf c 0urse . But it is also the saIDe 1n many respect •• 
Alr'eady we are see1n!:;, abain the cult of the yount.. TV hopefuls ' Ilwith 
the rebels in El Salvador, "etc • • t,ivin!:. us the same pOlitICized , 
uncritical ana. :e un.examined !:.arbBt.,e we used to t,et from Vietnam in the old 
days , about the Viet Cone, the Tet offensive and the rest . But perhaps 
there 1s less cullibility now . A ,~ominent ~ew York Ti mes columniet . 
famous for the hi~h moral fervor of his erstwhile anti~Vietnam 
pontlficat1ons , now wrItes me that actually he never opposed our 
Vietnam involvement on tdeological brounde at all ! It wae Just that 
he tho~ht we couldn't keep the Communists from invadIn& South ~nam. 
so we shouldn ' t try . And sInce we lost 1n the end (with his help) , that 
proves he was r1Lht . etc . 

Anyway . truths and realities do seem to be surfacing. and the 
ilaehint ton jost is evidently not remaining una:ffected. There is l1t,ht -, 
at the end of a lot of Journalistic tunnels these days , it beelns to 
seem . Let us hope so, for all our sakes. 

O. \",illlams 


