


RS HE 
UNITED STATES MILITA 

OFFICE 
·.~ .-. w!. . 

H 
'.j 

E COMMAND. VIETNAM 
ANDER 
96222 

Your tour of duty with the United States Army, Vietnam, is ended. 
May your trip home and reunion with family and friends be the 
pleasant, happy occasion you have anticipated. You go home with 

my best wishes. 

As veterans of this war, you can now look back with perspective on 
your experiences and know the trying and difficult tasks inherent in 
fighting to protect the freedom of peace- loving people against Com­
munist invaders. You know of the local Viet Cong terrorists who 
kill and maim their own neighbors, and appreciate the terror and 
destruction they spread. Having served here, you understand better 
than many of our countrymen the meaning of aggression against South 
Vietnam. 

You have fought beside soldiers of the Armed Forces of the Republic 
of Vietnam and many. other nations in a common struggle. You have 
been more than just a combat ally to the South Vietnamese soldier. 
Many of you have worked with his people in hamlet improvement and 
pacification programs and been looked upon as a teacher and builder, 
as well as a fighter. 

People at home will want to hear your story of the war. Tell it. Whether 
you served in a combat or combat support role, part of your story is re­
flected in the pages of this magazine. I hope this publication will serve 
to assist you. 

I extend my sincere appreciation for your help in accomplishing our task 
in Vietnam, and my thanks for a job well done. Good luck in the future. 

C. 
1
WESTMORELAND 

General, United Stat.es Army 
Commanding 

f 
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The loss of South Vietnam would set in motion 
a crumbling process that could, as it progressed, 
have grave consequences for us and for freedom. 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
1959 

... the United States is determined to help Vietnam 
preserve its independence, protect its people against 
Communist assassins, and build a better life through 
economic growth. 

President John F. Kennedy 
1 961 

The central issue of the conflict there is the ag­
gression by North Vietnam against the brave and 
independent people of South Vietnam. If that ag­
gression is stopped, the people and government 
of South Vietnam will be free to settle their own 
future-and get on with the great tasks of national 
development. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
1965 
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TOUR 365 is an authorized publication of the United States Army, Vietnam. This magazine is published under the 
supervision of the Information Office. USARV, APO San Francisco 96375, for distribution to U.S. Army Returnees upon 
completion of their tour in the Republic of Vietnam. Printed by Toppan Printing Company, Ltd., Tokyo, Japan. 

Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Department of the Army. Grateful apprecia­
tion is acknowledged to the Military History Branch, MACV; the Comn1and Historian, USARV; and the US.Army Pictorial 
Center for their support. 

Gen. W. C. Westrnoreland 
Lt. Gen. Bruce Palmer Jr 
Col. E. 0 Post 
Maj. Fletcher L. Jones 

Cornmanding General 
Deputy Commanding General 

Information Officer 
Con1mand Information Officer 

MSgt. Frank A. Pettengill 
Sp5 Richard H. Steins 
Sp4 Samuel E. Alexander 
Sp4 Charles K. Tabacchi 

...... Editor 
. Assistant Editor 

.Illustrator 
... Illustrator 



Tu t111(lt·r ... ta11d thorouµ:hh- th(' \\ar it j.., be'"'t lo u111l1·r ... tarid 
fir ... t Yit•tr1a111·.., pa,.t. Th;, \ i(•t11a1llt'"'t' p1·opl1· ha\-t' IH't'll 

\\aµ:illµ: a ... 1r11µ:µ-lt• fur ind1•1w1ult•1t<'t' for 111·arly 1.000 y•·ar'"'. 
\ftt•r 1·t·uturit'_ ... of Chill('"'<' don1i11atin11. th1· iuYadcr ... \\l'rt' 

dri\1•11 frorr1 tl1t· Ht·d Hi\('r J)ella in 9:~B \.D. al the hatt\1· of 
Bal'i1 ))an~. \tlt'!llfll"' to n·tah.t• !ht• an·a \\'t>rt• rt'pt'llt•tl. 

a11d i11 916. thouµ:b hy no rn1·a11 ... out of danger fro111 tlu~ 

Cliin""('. lht· lir'"'t ind('JH'IHlcnt \-i1·tna111 l1t·1·a111t• a n·ality. 
\\ ith tlH' t'X<'t'ption of a 1ll-ycar i11tt·rlud1· of Chini>,..1· 

rt'Ot'l'upation in th1· 1·arly l.'.)1h CcnlurY. Yi1·t11a111 n·111ain1·d 
indt•1w1ul1·111 for lht· uexl 900 y~·ar ..... 

Tht• l.y f)yna ... ty. e ... 1ahJi,.h1·d in 1009. \\-a .... tht· fir'"'l µ:real 
Yit·tna111c'"'<' dYna ... tY. and after an intt•r\·al of t·onfu ... ion. 
u ... here(I in a pt>riod of population gro\\ th. f'ult ural de\ t']op­
llH'llL Lt'rritorial t'xpan."'ion. pro .... perit~· and stability. The 
Ly ruler ... µ:a\t' tl11· µ:o\t'r1111u·11t lht· forn1 it n·tai1u·d until 
the Frellch 1·01HflH' .... l in 1l1t• 19th Century. 

Tht· ro!t· of 1·111pi·ror ht·canlt' all-i111porla11l. lie \\a ... al 
c11H·1· th1· fatl1t·r of t!Jt• 11atio1J·fan1ily. tht• ah~olult~ ft•1nporal 
n1onarch in \\hun1 all jlO\\t'r of '"'late rr,.irli'tl atul finally, lhc 
n·ligiou ... h1•acl of the rt'alin and intcr1ncdiary bet\\t't'H it ancl 
IH'i1\('ll. 'l'he \\·nrk of ad1ni11i."'tt·ri11g thl' countr~· \\a'"' l'arri~·d 
011 hY I ht· ('i'\ ii hun•aucracy-lht· '"'o·('al!t·d 111a111larinate. 

!11. 111id-J:~th Ct·11111ry tl~t' arn1i1· ... of Kublai Khan "'OUf!hL 
lo it1\adt· l)ai-\ i1·1. ~ ... \ i1·tna1n Via'"' t•alled thl'll. Thret' 
tinu· tlit'Y \\t'rt' fPjwllt•(l. tht· Ja,_I ti1n1· in 1287 undt-'r Gt·ncral 
Tran llu.nµ; J)ao. 

Tl1t· Yi1·l11a111t• .... t' onh- cnjoyt>cl their i11depc11dcnce hy 

Vietnam 
In 

Retrospect 
n·.alizinµ; that tht'ir HJrYiYal dep1·11t!t•(I on thf'ir n·lation ... hip 
\\-itlt Chilla. KnnV1in/! their O\\'ll \\t·akne:-:."' and rnaking the 
apriropriatt· µT~lurc'"' lo tht· Chinc'"'t'. !ht> Victnan1e,.e W<'rc 
all1nu·d to t•njoy tht· 1naxin1un1 lle1'~T('I' of intlt·penclrn('f'. hut 
alway'"' a'"' a tributary ... !alt' to China. 

THE EUROPEAN INFLUENCE 
Tht• Europi·an \\.UYi' rf'al'ht·d Vietnarn i11 l.'.):15 with tlit· 

arri..-al in {)a \ang Ha~ of tht· Portuµ;ue~e Captain Antonio 
d(• Faria. For a c·~·ntury thf' Portuµ;1u_·,.e tlurninatcd European 
1·0111111t·rct• in \ it~tnani. Confronting a ... trongly 1irganizt-'d 
... tatP [Hl\\t'r and a '"'ophi,.ti1·a11•d offit'ialdo1n. !hey 1·1nild not 
i111po .... 1· th1·ir \\·ill on the \irtnanH'~'-'- a."' they had tht· \\-e."t 
lndian.... · 

Tht· fir...;t Catholic rni"''"'ionarif' .... 1·11trred \"ietnan1 in the 16th 
Ct·11t tiry- and \\ ilh the· halt in lradt·. they rernaint·d aln10 . .;t 
lht• t•nly European'"' i11 the ('ountry. Confucia11-orii·nt1·d 
offi('ial .... had dH·ir 1ni .... µ;i\ i11/!" about the Ill:'\\ rrligion. ThPy 
... u ... IH'l't(•d it a'"' the forrrunner of <'OllfJUi.'~L and thPY ff'art'tl 
tl1e effrf'f upon tht· traditional ordt·r \\·hirh had l;t'l'Il the 
fountlation of the ~tale for renlurit'~. 

l\Ti~.--ionary actiYitif' . ..; ~oon ~prcad, de;;pite a loo,.p)y c1Jforced 
han, Chri,,tianity \\a~ c1nbrac1~tl by a '"'uh,.tantial portion 
of I ht> \cietna1ncse population oYer the year,.. 

THE FRENCH ARRIVE 

The cathedral at Tay Ninh is the Holy See of the Cao Dai church. 
founded 1n 1926, 1s a blend of Buddhism, Confucianism and 
the major religions of Vietnam. Photo by JUSPAO. 

Cao Daism, 
Christianity, 
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Rice Farming 

llHJ1t11ling i11 infhu·ntial 1-"n·n('lt c111art(•r-. for po.-.iti\I' actio11 
1u l·--1aldi-.h a po-.i1io11 in \ iP!nar11. Thi,., pn·c-c-1ir1· rt·-.ul!Pd 
fn11n an 1"!!\ \ of tlit· po\\t·r otl11·r EurtJJW<lll nalion .... \\l'l'I' 

1•,.,tahli-.l1i11~ i11 \-.ia and a dt>-.irt• lo pro!1•ct llu· 111i,--..ionaricc­
\\l10 \\1·r1·. at 1i111t·-.. lt1·i1tµ: ppr,.,1•1·ult·d. 

In )g:;g !lit• Frt·ri('li ('<lfillln·d tlH· l"it~ ()f Ila \an~. In 

./uh !Bill tl11·.' 1Hok. :-;aiµnn. Tltt• l\l"'-1 J1111t• tl11· \ i\'!JlallH'.-..1·. 
('IHli't at llut• 1·(·d1·d ~aiµ:on arid 11H· ;ulja1·t>nl an·a lo tb1· 
Fn·111·h and agn·(·d to pa_\ an indt·ninil_'. lh IB(l'; tl11· \\c·.-.t· 
t·rrt part of 1l1t· ,.,outl11·rr1 d1·l1a \\a" an11P...:1·d. and !ht• an·a 
krtu\111 ;i,., (:lwhin t:liina (1/iP 1•:-.tn'llH' -.outltl'rtl por1io11 of 
\ il·l11a1n) \1a-. undt•r 1-"n•rtd1 ("Ottlrol. 

l·"or 1 It(· rt•''-! :~o \ 1•ar-- t lit· Fr1·ri1·l1 1·on:-olida11·d 1h1·ir1·0111 rol 
u\t'r l11du1·l1i11;1. or "l1at 1od;l\ i-. \orlli and ,"ioutb \it•l11a111. 
I .;10,.,. a11d ( :arnhudia. 

Tit(' ha-.i(' poli!il·al -.tr111·111J"1· of Fn·111·h lndoc-hina \la.-. 
1"(Jtlll'll·tt·d h_' ]()(10. E~u·li of\ il·ttta1n·-- tltn·i· r1·µ:ion-. \\t·n· 
1n·atl·d --l"jlaratl·h al1li(n1g.li IJ:1--i1· JHilil"_\ dt·t"i-..iHr1-- \IPl'I' 
ntad1· in Pari~. 

Tl11· 1·rnpcrHr arid 1 lw 1na11darirtatt• l"l'lttaiHPd in 11()1 h c1•111 ral 
and 11ortl1 \ i(·111arn: (:11clti11 (:hi11a \1a.~ adrrtini.~ll•n•d dirl'l"1h 
I•\ 1lw l·n·11clt. TIH· cold --1t"lH'l111'l' of g.o\l"l't11t11·nt n·111ai1n·ll. 
h111 i1 \1;1-. a fr(111I. f()rall tt1aj111·d,·'"i-.io11-..\11·r1· 1nadt• h.' l"n·111·h 

a11l horil it·--. 
f."r1·111 l1 rul~· \1a.., 1l(·1rinH·ttlal ll1 \ it•tna1tH''-P -.1wil't\ an(I 

('tdl11rl'. I! d1·11111ralil'.l'd 1111· 1·111p1Tor-. and 111artdari11atc·. 
ll't1d1r1.~ In 11Ht1 tlt("tl! it1t(J --t·lf . ._,.(·k1·r.., atid \I"" llll'll. 

Fr(·11('l1 (·ol1111iali~111 al~H had profu1111d p(·ono111i1· ('ff1°1"(,-
011 t]p· n·~((1t1, l.;irg.l· --•·alt· ;1!.',ril"ull1ll';il and ruhlwr pla111a· 
1i1111~ ~lHlll a1•1H·an·d: al•--l"ttll'(" o\1111·r~liip µ:rt'\1, Pr11,.,1wrou:­
\ il·lr1;111w~(· r1101t·d into 111(" !'iii(·-.. and 11111n· and 11101"1' of Iii(• 
land 11;1-. 1ill(·d 11~ [ll"a-.;111t~ \1liH did tlHI 0\111 ii. Larµ:1··~1·;d1· 

ra11al ~\~!!'Ill~ \1~·n· d11~ i11 !lit• \l1·kortµ: 01·lta IH t''qdoil ri!'t' 
111·11du1·1 inti. lh 1·arh ~Otl1 t:1•1lt111"\ 1111· l;n•111·li had 1nanaµ:Pd 
1H pr11d1HT a ril·t· ~urplu--. H11I 1111· \1or-.1 alHt,.,t'" of al1--t•ttl1T 
(I\\ IHT--liip l1ad al.--H de\ 1·l11p1·d. 

l·:lll'llfll'iltl id1·a.., arid 1·11l111n· fH'l"ll\l'<llt'd tit(' ("Ollll!I'_'. (':-JHT­
tall~ a1ttlHt~ !IH· 111a11dari11 da-.,.,(·~. H11l \\1·~[l'rll tltouµJ1t 
al~H ~I in11ilal 1·d ;niul lil-r r11H\ l"trll"ll 1-\ ict 11ar1w~1· r1at i1111ali,.,111. 

THE RISE OF NATIONALISM 
l<arh i11 1li1· ~(Ith (:1·11!t1r\ rtalio11:di-.1 111011·11t1·111.~ ht·,,an . r 

tu d1·\("lop. i11itiall.' ;1111Htl.!.! urliar1 i111l'll1Tlllal,.,. \u11it·ro11,., 
;1111 j. Fn·111·l1 ,.,1·1·r(·1 -.1wil·I i(·-. d1·\ ('lopl'd. hut lttH'-1 \\l'!"I" lou-..t·I~ 

org.aniz1·d and had 1111 \\t•ll-d.,fi1H·d poli1i('al ohjt•c·ti\I':-. 
TIH' ]1•ad1•r-.liip of I lit· 1·lar1d(·~1 ir11· na! i1111ali-.1 t110\ 1·n11·11t 

i11 \ i1·t11<111t \IH.., t'\t•utualh takt•n u\1·r h\ tl11· l11dochi1u•:-c 
Co1t111111ni:-1 Part: (Dong J)uonµ: Cong ~a,; Dang.). For111t·d 
in 11unµ: Kong in ](J:~O. if ulli!t·cl ..,t·\c•ral 1·~i-.ti11)! inclepcndPnt 
Co1111111111i.--t µ:roup,- u11d1·r the leadt•r:-hip of \µ:11~1·11 _\i ()uol' 

latt•r kno\1n a" llo Chi :\linli. 

JAPANESE OCCUPATION ( 1940-1945) 
\\ IH'll )."rall('t' ft>ll to Ct'rtnan\ in .I uni· of 191.0. !ltc \"icll\ 

(;011"J"t11t11•nl at'("(•dl'd to 11H' dc11;;111d.., oftlu· .fapa111•_--:1•. E\t>lll­
ualh all of Fn·ncli lndo('bina l"aJJH' 1111d1·r .lapant'-"'i' t"ontrol. 
Tiu· Fn·nl"h <ul111i1Ji .... 1ratio11 \lil.., pt•r111iltl'd lo n·n1airt i11tat"I. 
a11d 111ar1\ lucrati\P aµ.-n·1·11u·11t-. \11·n· n1ad1· ht•l\11·1·11 \\t•altll\ 
Frl'nc-h i1.ttt•n•-..1,., in\ it·tr1a11r and 1lt1· lH'ct1p~ ing fur('t''-. . 

llo Cl1i \lird1. in the 1111·an1i11H·. had h1·1·0111t• the l1·adi11µ; 
na1ional poli1i1·al tiµ:urP i11 \ i(•l11a111. To liroad1·11 the _-.01·ial 
and poli1i1·al !Ja..,P ofi1,., i.ll'1i\itic:-.11i,., par1~ adoplt·d a poli(·~ 

of 1•ollal1()ra!io11 \1itlt all 11011-Co1111111111i..,1 11a1io11ali ... 1:-. Tl1t' 
1111i11·d front org.aniza1io11 \\a,. k.110\111 a-. 111., \i1·tnau1 In· 
d1·1w11d1·11<·1· L1·aµ:111· (\ iE·t \an1 llol" Lap llonµ: \linh). or th(• 
\ i1·1 \lird1. 

()111· oft\11' fir..,I at"lio11-. oftli1· \ i1·1 \linlt \\a" to fonu µ:111·rril­
la li::-u1d,., u1Jd1·r lht· tlin•1·tiu11 of\ o \µ:uy1·n (;iap. to op(·rat1· 
in \ i1·tr1a1111'.-..t' l1'1Titor~ again..,l thP Japanc ... i· cl111! Fri·111·h. 
\lthoug.11 Ho \\ac- jail1·d in 1911. 1111· al"li\ilil',- of 1h1· \"il'I 
\linb <"IJ1Jtiu11e·d. \\ orkinµ: 111 nalloriali:-1 µ:ut,-i'. !lo Clii 
\linh t·ff(Tti\t'I: ~ln·11µ1hen1·d 1111· orµ:anizatiun ofC01111111111i,-t 
1·1•1!:- througl1oul \ it•!na111. 

111 \uµ:u-.[ It) l.) E1111H·ror Bao J)ai. f1·arirtµ: 1 li1· J."rcn('h 
\\ould r1·tur11 0111·p 1h1· .lapan4·:-1· t"ollap.--:(·11. ahdi('al1·d bi:-; 
thront• and liartdE'd 0\E'J' po\\l'I' lo llo c:1ti \li11!1. !11 :-lt·p· 
tt·ndwr of I Ital :·1·ar Fn'ttt"li troop-.. \11'1'1' on;·p again in\ i1·1 narn. 

For a \~·ar !lo 1·011d111"1t>d IH'~nliatio11-. \\ilh the Frt'lll"ii 
in an 1·ffo~I to a-.-.un· ... 01111· for111 0°1" ind~·p1·1Hl1·1u·1· f11r \ it·tnan1. 
But tlH· Fn·111·li di·111a1HI-- \\1·r1· -..o u11ac1·~·p1ahlP that ll\ 
J).,<·1•11tlwr 19.lti. 1111· \ it·l \Iinli d1·1·id1·d thal Jhc on!\' \1a~ 
to a1·hi~·\1· an i11d1·pl·1Hll·n1 \ i1·\11an1 \\il" 1lirouµ:li a ~1ar ,;f 
lilwration. 

and vanquished 
taken shortly after 

are 
the 

The stern faces of victor 
1n this photo, 

Dien Bien Phu. 
shown 
fall of The French commander 
1s turning over his garrison to the representative 
of the Viet Minh. 



The Geneva conference opens in April, 1954. Negotiations on Inda-China 
participants including Communist China, Laos, Cambodia, South Vietnam and 

began 
North 

May 8, 
Vietnam. 

the 

For llH· 1u·xt ciµ:h1 yt·ar:-. the Fn·ru·h hattlt•tl the 11a1io11alists. 
The \'it'tnaBH':-t• people 1•uffert'd greatly, hut in Lht' entl the 
Fre111·h v..ert' tlefeatccl. ()n l\'fa...- 7. 19S4-. tlH· Frrnch army 
v..·as d1·1·i . ..;i...-1·l...- 1l1·fra!t•(I at f)it·n .Bien Phu. 

THE GENEVA CONFERENCE 

Th(• da" aflt'r llu~ liat tlt· of Di1·n Hieu Phu the t;e11e,-a 
Confen·111·;, tunu-·d it:- atll·nlion to lhP French-Indochina 
,,-ar. Thi' confi·n·ncc had hci·n t'allt·d hy the Big Four lo 

cli .... eu:-.-.: tht· Kon·an and lndo{·hina problem.". 
The a1-~T1't'llH'lll n·achl'd for \ ietnarn fixt·d a pro...-i.-,ional 

d1·111ar('a! ioJL line roughly along l he 17th parallel and pro\ idt·d 
for the total 1·\·ac11ation of Fn·1H·h rnili1arv fon·e:-. a:- "·ell 
a:-. tht· rc1110Yal of \"i1·t \linh forct•'"' fron1 tht· South. Frt'P(lorn 
of 11u1\~1111·11t lu'L\\t't'll tl1(' t\\O ."-PCtion:-. \\a."- µ;uarantl·('tl for 
:~OO tla\:-.. \n International Confrol Co1nn1i~:-.ion \\-a:-. forn1etl 
to ~HJH'f\ i:-.t' 1hc tr111't' aµ;rc1·n1t·nt."-. it:- n1t·1nhcr."- eoming fro111 
Canada. I nt!ia. and Poland. Finally a pn1Yi,.ion \\"as 1nadi· 

for 1h1· holding of )!t'111·ral 1·lt·1·tiu11."- throughout \"ietnain 1r1 

July 1956. 
l-Jo Chi \linh llC\t'r ar('t•ded to thi'"' agrt't'lllt'lll. It \\:-t:-. 

i11co1H't'i\al1le lo hi111 that \'ictnan1 ~hould IH' diYidt•(L 
1'ht· Frt'nch proc1·ed1~tl lo hand O\"t'r the 1·011trol'"' and ad­

rHini:-.trafion to 1hr non-Co111111uni.-,1 Vi1·tna11H'H'. forrninµ; Ll11· 

S1atP of Virtnan1. wi1h it'"' capital in Saigon. In llanoi Ilo 
IH·µ;an thi' total co1n111u11izatio11 of the 11ation north uf the 
17th parallel. Later lit· \\::t."- lo tur11 hi'"' att('ntion :-.outh\\·anl. 

J)1·;:pite th1• c1·a,.t>-fire agrPernenl. a v.·e\l-orµ;anizt•(I \'i1·1 
l\1inh u11tlf'rgrountl "·as d('libPratel~c left hchind in !he South. 
This underground netv.·ork forn1cd I he 11111·!t·u'"' of '"'llh"-t'i{uent 
Con1n1uni:-t insnrgi·ncy orig-inatc1I i11 llauoi anti (lirc1·Lt·d 
ag-ain;:t th(' Saigon n'g-irne. 

Vi('tnarn "a:-. ]pft tli\iclcd: thl' South ha(! a pro-\\-i'."-lcrn 
goYcrnnH·nt :-.trug-irlinµ: to t'."-labli:-,h a nu11-Co111111u11i:-.t :-.o('it·ty 
and in the \orth. llo Chi l\'1inh bu,.ily '\<l."- nr/.!anizinµ: a 
Cornrnuni;:L ;:Lale which \\1H1ld he the hasc fnr the realization 
of his uhin1alt> drearn of a unifi('d Connnunist Vi1·t11arn, 
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hat Is A Sold i 

an Engineer constructing an artillery 

firing site .. 

6 

... 

He is an Infantryman or MP 

on patrol ... 

a helicopter crew member ... 



ier In USARV? 
.· 

or -he humps supplies from 

depot to the field ... 

asks you, "Are you working?" ... 

keeps his tank rolling ... 

or patches you up 

to keep you rolling. 
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1954- 1961 

Years Of Trial-Year 
The Gf' ne'a Accords of 195'1· rt'suil l'll in tlw creat io n o f a 

North a nd Sou t h Vi!' lnarn. Altho ug h th r U11i 1rd S tale" 
was not s igna to ry l o thP Acrords, ou r g11\1°rn11w nt worked 
qu if' l ly behind 1 lw 'c1· n1·"· 

A t th is sa ml' 1i1111· llr l' ground work fo r the Soulh Ea~ l 

Asia T rea ty Orga11iza 1 io n (SEATO) wa" hcing laid . Jn 
Sept f' mhl' r the Lrra t y ~as s ignrd in Ma nila. South V ie tna m 
was indu<lc<l in the 1n•a1 y as a " prolof'o l " l a te" " 'ilh tlw 
sig na lo ri rs s pecifica ll y ac·f'1·pting the ohliga lio n , if ask ed 
Ly the Govcrnm1· n1 o f Soulh V i1·lna 111 . l o 1ak1· actio n in 
r rs pon"e l o a r med a ll ark aga ins t South Vil' tna m a nd lo 
l'on , ull on a ppro pr ia L<' nH·a,u rcs if Sou th Vi!'l na m wc· rc ,.,u b­
j l'e l <'d l o s ub ve rs ivC' ac l i\'i l i1·"· 

In la te 19511 Pre~id l' nl E i,,cnh ower in;, l i LuL1·d l'<·o nurni r 
a id fo r the new rounlry. Thus IJl'gan acl iv1· A nw ri ('an 
inl r r<'s l in South Vietna m. 

T o undPrs t a nd the ('\'(•11Ls foll owing we rnus l loo k a l the 
dcvelo prne nt of 'forth Vif' l na rn ; the rise o f I he Vic i Cong 

President Ngo Dinh Diem 

.. 
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Ho Chi Minh 

a nd tlwir a ssis t a n <'c from 1he o rth : a nd 1h1· inn <'a ,,cd eco­
nom ic a nrl milit a ry a id l o llw Sou th furni ,,l11·d hy lhc L' n i1c1l 
S1 a 1t·,.. . . 

orl h V ietna m und l'r ll o Chi Minh IJl'gan an i111111 1·dia t<' 
1·un;.o lid a1io n of fo r('(';. , \lan y Commu11 i"1" lllO\l'd north 
o f 1111· 171 h pa ra II Pl a n "' ' i 111 ~11 1·d 90,0 00 w hil1• I housands 
o f ran·full y sd ec l<'d par ry 111c 111IJl' r' \\ \' rt' o rdi ·n·d l o r1•rnain 
lll' hirrd . They we n · tuld 111 hid 1· llll'ir w1•apons ;rnd wait 
fo r I he call. 

H a no i JHCs um 1• d tht • Soulh would foll und1•r th l' ir co1tlrol 
h y ;.uhv!' rs ion , a nd for l'l' would not lw nN'l'Ssa ry . \\' ht·n 
1 lw Soul h lwC'a rnt· mo n · a nd morl' pru.- pt·rou , , i11 s pite of 
Co111111 u 11 is 1 pcm·l ra l io 11 o f Sou l h Vi1·1na 11lt' ' I' l!"'"rn mcnl 
agl' 11 C'i<'~ arul al l <'lll Jl h al al!il at ion a nd p ropaga nd a , ii <'a mc 
a " a , hock Lu I he Cornm u 11 i" t ". 

Al! il a l o rs a nd al!<'ll l s \~e re lw i11 µ; 1':'1. Jl O"cd fo r w ha l 1hey 
Wl'·n -, eans ing mora le to d ro p in 111 <' Co 111n1uni,.. 1 o rga niza tion 
a nd many d cfrc ti o ni; l o occur. To worse n 111a ll ers, th e 
North IH' r capi ta food oul p ul droppe d b y 10 p <' rt 't'nl , a ' Ilic 
South 's improved by 20 p1·n ·1·nL. A utho r i1i1•,, i11 tllf' Nor t h 
\\l'rl' admi11i 11g u peul ) 1ha 1 foo d produc li1111 goa l" w1·re no l 
IH'i 11 g reach <'d . 

D1•,, p i le l\io rl h Viel nam ',, va,.,Ll y la rµ;er indus l ri al C'om p lex, 



s Of Decision 
.· 

the South \ per capita gross national product was morr than 
50 percent hi~her-$] I 0 per person versub S70 per person 
in the \ orth (l 960 eblimate). The orth 's fai lures coupled 
with the So uth 's successes caused a major revision in overall 
strategy. Armed forces would have to be employed to take 
over the South ! 

TERRORISM BEGINS 

By 1958 the p lan wab obvious. Terroribm increased ap· 
preciably. The so-called w('althy peasant, school teachers 
and adminis tratiH offi cia ls were favorite targets of allack. 
rn 1959 the pace of terrori ~m accelerated, and rc-cruiting 
for the Viet Cong was s tepped up. 

Communist p~opaganda tried to exploit the con fusion by 
otating the Sou lh was falling apart and was unable lo protect 
it~ people. E'en up to 1960 the entire campaign to take 
O\Cr Sout h Vic-Lnam was co mpletely under the direction of 
the North. 

Not until December 20, 1960, did the National Liberation 
Front appear. At that time t he Fron t i ~~ued a manife~to 
announcing its foundation and program. It called for the 
overthrow of the disguised colonial regime of th e United 
States imperialis ts a nd the dictatorial Diem Adminis tration,. 

(ornmu11is t propaganda tried to establish that the acts of 
terror were from popular discontent with . go Dinh Diem and 
his palacf' regime. It ins is ted the Viet Cong received it R 
weapons from captured American and F rench rnu r('cs. 

Elaborate precautions were taken to prevent discovery 
of 'forth Vietnamese support of the i>o uthern Comm unis t 
oqi;anizatio11. Reliable sources es timate 40.000 trained 
military personnel infiltrated from ' orth to South Vietnam 
through Laos in t he fi ve-year period of 1959 1964. 

HO CHI MINH TRAIL 

\Vhrn an in filtralor arri ve:, at the Laotian born er hi~ · ort h 
Vielnamei,c Army uniform is exchanged fora Lao " neutralis t" 
uniform. He muH give up all personal effec ts of an in­
criminating nature. A local guide l akes him ha lfway to the 
firsl of a serirs of way s tations along the infamous Ilo Chi 
Minh Trail. T here he is met by the next guide until the 
process has led thr infiltrator onto South Vietnamese soil. 

Here he reccivrs a !-C l of black ci"ilian pajama-like clothes, 
two unmarked uniforms, rubber sandals. a sweater, a h am· 
mock, mosquito nelling anrl waterproof sheeting. After 
being issued a 3-5 day ~upply of food and medici nes, he is 
assigned to a unit for operation. 

The other infiltration route of thib period was by sea. 

.. 
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Agents de parted from ports just north of the 17th parallel 
with false identity paper of innocent-looking fishing vessels . 
This route has since become too risky with improved patrol­
ling by the South Vietnamese with U .S. Navy a ss is tance. 

The Geneva Accords had called for a general election in 
1956 to u nite the two pa rts of Vietna m. In that year the 
South Vietnamese Government under Diem rej ected the 
possibility of a free election. The North pro tes ted loudly, 
but without sincerity. After the Genev a Accords a high 
North Vietnamese offi cial, Pham Van Dong, was asked who 
he thought would win such an elec tion. He replied , " You 
know as well as I do th at 1here won ' t he an'.'r elec tions." 

CLASSIC STRUGGLE 

H a noi wa~ determined to militarily conquer the South 
wi th classic guerrilla tactics. T he pla n called for the three­
phased warfare outlined in Mao Tse-Tung's early writing!>. 
One, the enemy is harassed a nd weakened by guerrilla t actics. 

Two, h e. is en gaged in mobile warfare by units up to battalion 
size. And finally, in all-out warfare by regular forces, the 
ultima te vic tory is won. 

fhase one of the battle occurred from 1954 to roughly 1960. 
During this period the United States had firs t a ssis ted the 
Diem Government with economic aid and, with ratification 
of the SEATO treaty in the U.S. Senate in early 1955, had 
added military advisors to a ssis t the country's military and 
police forces. 

Other countries of Europe and Asia and the Americas 
had economically helped the fl edgling South. U.S. aid total 
roughly Sl.5 billion be tween 1954 and 1961. But the inroads 
of Viet Cong subversion and terror were slowly weakening the 
country. 

In 1960 the guerrilla warfare intensified and by 1961 had 
reached a point of open warfare. By now the Viet Cong were 
reinforced by practically the entire 325th :\'orth Vietnamese 
R egular Army Division. Communist arms and equipment 
h a d s tand ardi zed the supply sys te m of the Viet Cong. 

Troops from a South Vietnamese Division guard Viet' Cong prisoners 
captured during a sweep of a hamlet. U.S. Army photo. 
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)'Jeanwhile the American ad­
visory had grown to approxi­
mately 700 men by 1961. It 
became apparent more assis­
tance was needed to meet the 
expanded Communist military 
threat. 

In that year President Ken­
ned y made the decision to 
increase America's commitment 
to South Vietnam by increasing 
the number of advisers and by 
adding pilots and supporting 
military personnel. The Pres­
ident fell he could not abandon 
Vietnam without undesirable 
consequences throughou L Asia 
and the world. 

The decision was made. South 
Vietnam would not be aban· 
doned. The United States 
would a ssis t in stopping the 
spread of Communism in South· 
east Asia. In the n ext three 
years more d ecisions would be 
made. Decisions that would 
prove America, indeed, was not 
allowing a " Red wave" to roll 
over Asia. A decision that 
would lead to y our tour of 365 
days in Vie tnam. 

.· 

A defiant hard core Viet Cong soldier stares at the 
camera as ARVN rangers prepare to take him back 
for interrogation. U.S. Army photo. 
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Along Vietnam's coast are serene hamlets and great beauty. 
Above is a hamlet north of Nha Trang and right is the 
statue of Buddha on a hill overlooking the city and harbor 
of Nha Trang. Right photo by Sp5 Gordon Gahan, top 
photo by SSgt Robert Peterson-USARV. 
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1961- 1964 

In 1961 South Vietnam was in serious danger of being 
overrun by Communis t forces. Approximately 65 percent 
of the country was completely or partially in Viet Cong 
control. 

Warfare was leaving the terroris t stage, although terror 
was still used as a psychological weapon against the people, 
and was now entering in to the s tage of small unit attack s 
on s trategic hamlets and lightly defended villages. Terror 
attacks in Saigon and other cities were becoming more com­
monplace. 

The Communist party in South Vietnam, called the P eople's 
Revolutionary Party (PRP), claimed nearly 100,000 members. 
T he PRP overtly asserted it was "the vanguard of the ~ation­
al Liberation Front (NLF), the soul of the "lLF." 

Although denying official ties with Hanoi, Peking or 
Moscow, beyond the " fraternal ties of Communism," Radio 
Hanoi announced the PRP's formation on January 18, 
1962. . 

Vo Chi Cong 

Born in 1921 in Quang Nam province, Vo Chi 
Cong joined the Communist revolutionaries in 
his teens. He is one of the major founders of 
the National Liberation Front {NLF) and probably 
a key figure in the People 's Revolutionary Party, 
yet he is an unknown. The world only hears 
Ho Chi Minh speaking for the North Vietnamese 
and the NLF. 

.· 
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The 
Darkest 

Era 
Claims were being made that the NLF was the true govern­

me .. nt of South Vietnam. Jn the countryside, the PRP and 
its military arm, the Viet Cong, were extracting Laxes from 
the peasants, forcefully impressing thousands into their 
military and r equiring families to prov ide food , clothing 
and shelter for them. Whole villages were often required 
Lo build bunker and trench systems for guerrillas. 

Goodwill delegates from the PRP were sent to 30 Asia n 
and African nations and semi-official diplomatic relations 
were established with eight Communist countries and three 
non-Communis t governments. (Th e legatees traveled on 
"\'" orth Vietnamese passports and used northern currency, 
although they claimed Lo represent the South Vietnamese 
people. ) 

The s ituation was b ecoming critical in South Vietnam. 
The Diem Government asked for increa sed U.S. assis tance 
in October 1961. The American go' crnmenl responded 
immediately. 

Tran Nam Trung 

Like Party Chairman Vo, Tran is a militant 
revolutionary. Born in North Vietnam in 1913, 
a former officer in the North Vietnamese Army, 
he now is secretary general of the party that 
claims to represent the South Vietnamese 
people, the People's Revolutionary Party. 



11111 

Helicopters returning from lifting ARVN soldiers into battle during the early months of 1963. 

Advisors were increased. Supply personnel and helicopter 
units were also sent to assist the struggling nation. A small 
logistical ·team arrived in December 1961, followed by two 
Army Aviation companies. The entire group numbered less 
than 500 men. 

The firs t aviation . company, the 57th Transportation 
Company (Light Helicopter), to arrive was put into operation 
immediately. Ten days after arrival the unit's Shawnee 
helicopters were fl ying Army of the R epublic of Vietnam 
(ARV ) troops into combat. 

The 57th was quickly followed by the 8th Transportation 
Company. Both units were later redes igna ted ; the 57th 
became the 120th Aviation Company and the 8th was re­
named the 117th Aviation Company. 

The remaining new troops were assigned directly Lo ARYN 
units or the U.S. Army Support Group, Vietnam, the fore-
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runner of the United States Army, Vietnam. 
Each ARVN Corps had allached to it ·U.S. Army advisory 

teams of officers and noncommissioned officers. They 
brought their specialized knowledge in aviation, logistics, 
planning, ordnance, medical services, communications, 
artillery and use of paramilitary forces to assist in the battle. 

Advisory teams and detachments were dispatched down 
to battalion level. The arrival of the firs t elements of the 
5th Special Forces Group in 1962 saw special warfare 
detachments a ss igned to remote or primitive areas to teach 
Montagnards and s imilar groups how to defend themselves. 

Despite American assis tance, the terror attacks were taking 
an appalling number of casualties. During 1959 through 
1964 about 20,000 South Vietnamese military had been 
killed , over 12,000 captured and 35,000 wounded. 

On the civilian scene equally shocking devastation was 



taking place. During 1963 alone 17,710 civilian casualties 
resulted from Communist terrorist activities. This figure 
breaks down as follows: 

Assassinated 

Civilian population ...... ... .. .... ..... .... . .... ........ . . 1,558 
Local governmental officials.... ....................... 415 
Civil servants . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. 100 

Injured ..................................................... . 8,375 
Kidnapped ................................................... 7 ,262 

Between January 1, 1961, and August 10, 1964, 181 Amer­
icans gave their lives in combat along side of the Vietnamese 
troops. Over 900 were wounded during the same period. 

The s ituation militarily was gradually growing more serious. 
In ovember 1963 the political scene was disrupted by the 
overthrow of the South Vietnamese government and the 
death of President Diem. Almost two years of political 
unrest and turmoil followed before the crisis would be re­
solved. 

The Viet Cong increased their attacks on the people. 
Refugees flowed into the cities in ever increasing numbers. 
Saigon's population increased spectacularly. With the 
refugees were Communist agents. Terror attacks became 
more frequent within the capital itself. 

Emboldened by their success the North Vietnamese attack-

The Vietnam People's Army is a true child 
of the people. The people, in return, give 
it unsparing affection and support. Therein 
lies the inexhaustible source of its power. 
-General Vo Nguyen Giap, Commanding 
General, Viet Minh Forces. 

Every Communist must grasp the truth, 
11 Political power grows out of the barrel 
of a gun." -Mao Tse-Tung, Chairman, 
Chinese Communist Party. 

.· 
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Savage VC terror attacks 
kill and maim innocent 
Vietnamese civilians. 
Here, an Army sergeant 
helps a child badly 
wounded in a Saigon 
attack. U.S. Army photo. 

----



ed the 7th Fleet in the Tonkin Gulf. On Augus t 2 and 
4, 1964, U.S. destroyers were attacked in international 
waters off the Vietnamese coast b y . orth Vietnamese 
torpedo boats. · 

No longer were the North Vietnamese denying their sup­
port of the Viet Cong. It was apparent the screen of "civil 
war" was being cast as ide. The North smelled victory and, 
flushed with success, was striking out in all directions. 

The attack in the Tonkin Gulf proved to be a major blunder 
on the part of Ho Chi Minh's forces. America was quick 
to react Io the attack. President Johnson asked for and re­
ceived from Congress approval to use all m eans available to 
assist and defeat the invasion of South Vietnam. 

The Augus t 7 resolution reads: 

The United States regards as vital to its national 
interest and to world peace the maintenance of 
international peace and security in Southeast 
Asia. Consonant with the Constitution of the United 
States and the Charter of the United Nations and in 
accordance with its obligations under Southeast Asia 
Collective Defense Treaty, the United States is, 
therefore, prepared, as the President determines, to 
take all necessary s teps, including the use of armed 
force, to assist any member or protocol state of the 
Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty requesting 
assistance in defense of its freedom. 

Preparations were made in the United States for the 
buildup of U.S. forces in South Vietnam. It was apparent 
that to reverse the Communis t threat ground combat troops 
would have to be deployed to Vietnam. The only ques tion 
remaining was what unit would b e first? 

Thus, with new aggression met by resolve, the darkest 
era of South Vietnam's his tory drew to a close. America, 
joined by other SEATO countries, would respond to South 
Vietnam's call for assistance. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson requested and 
received permission from Congress to use 
armed force in the protection of Southeast 
Asia. Photo by Sp4 Billy McBride-U. S. Army . 
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The U.S.S. Maddox was 
attacked twice off the coast 
of North Vietnam provoking 
the Tonkin Resolution and 
large-scale American assist­
ance to South Vietnam. U.S. 
Navy Photo. 
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1965 I l*H I 
The Buildup Begins 

lTnited State!' involvement in South \ 1ietnam "\\'as sharply 
increased during 1965. Other Free \\/ orld Forces joined the 
lJ.S. in the co1nmitn1eut of ground comLat troops. Australia, 
:\c'"- Zealand and Korea responded '\Yith the United States 
during the year in ans\\-er to the challenge of Conununist 
a~gression, 

The South Yietnarne.-,;e 1\r1ny and the Curnmunists "\\-'ere 
no'\\· engaging in battalion an;l larger force actions. 'fhe 
1·01nplexion of the '\Varfare had developed frorn guerrilla 
\\'arfarc and terrorisnt to large unit actions on the part of the 
Yit·t Cong. reinforced by the l\orth \.Tietnarncsc Regular Arn1y 
units. ()l'<"a . .;ional guerrilla aetions occurrt·d fro1n time to 
tirne _a1ul terror still played a promin(•nt part iu the \ 1ict Cong 
stratf'gy. 

f)n Fl'hruary 7. the \'il't Cong attackf'd a U.S. compuu1ul 
at Pleih.u and Camp Holloway IH~arhy. Later that same 
day lJ.S. aircrafl :-;truC"k the f)ong llai militarv barracks 
ju;t north of the ]7th paralll'l in "\"orth \.Tietnam. An1eri<'ans 
were tttn\· di·finitcly a Connnunist target and A1neriea was 
1'01nbing :\orth \'i1·tna1n for the first ti1ne. 

\\-ith tl1(' \\ar iriten . .;ifying. Pn·sident Johnl-ion ordered 
inunediate i•\ aC'uation of all {T.S. dependents in \'ict11a1n. 
l1i,, conc<'rn for their safi·tv was warranted, for l\VO days 
latt·r the \'C blew up a hotc-1 in <Jui ~hon that \Vas used f~>r 
hou:-;ing A_nH·rican Pnlisted 1nen. 'r,venty-thrcc died in the 
al ta('k anti 21 \n~rc injured. Fourteen \'ietnamcsc \\"('re 
also injured fron1 tht· attaek. 

'l'hc \'ii·t Cnng . .;ufft·n·d a sf'rious loss in February abo. 
-\ .--uppl~ ship atH·1nptin/! tu s111ugglc 80 tons of arms and 
annnnnition \\as :-;unk at \'uni! Ro Bay. 

By 1nid-:\larl'h Air Forei' and :\a, y aircraft \Verf' striking 
regular]~- at Corn1nu11i:-;t targets in :\orth and South \Tietnarn. 
'.\IarC"h alH) ..-a,v thf' fir..-t /!round offensive unit fron1 the United 
Stalt•s arriY('. It wa." tlu· .3rd Battalion, 9th l\larines of the 
3rd .\Iarinc Di..-i.--ion. 

Little siµ:nificant ground action Look place during the t\';o 
1110111h,, of \larl'h and A.pril: lunn:\·er. terror attacks 011 the 
-\n1l·rit'an.'-' c·ontinuPd. _A ear fillt·d \\·ith explo..-i..-e.-, \\·a.-; driven 
1u•xt to the L.S. E1nha."-"Y in Saigon, \\.hen the explosive~ 
w·1·n· d1·tonat1·tl a fr"- 1non11_·11ts later two A1nericans and II 
\'il'tnanH'"-C lo"t their li..-1·:-;, 'J'here \\f'rt· 1·1.3 injured by the 
i·xplo:<ion, 

"\\"hil(• killing an<I n1ain1i11µ: :-;core." of ci\ilian:-;, tlH· Co1n-
1nuni,.ts wt'rt' kl'i·ping a stea(ly barrage of propaganda 
f!o\\ i11µ into t hi' international pre_.,,. di·crying Lhf' 1\.n1eriean 
hon1hin/! of \orth \'ictna1n. clain1i11~ hundred1" of ei,ilians 
\\·ere l11·1·11111i11g t·asualtit·s from Arneril'an raid:-;, 

In \lay 1_·.s. force:-; began lo buildup in earnc.-;t, The 
-\nu~',., i'73rd Airhornf' Brigade was landed in-eountry and 
i1nn1ediat(•]y wt•nt into tactical operation..- around Bien 
lloa. The..- \\"t•re followed b..- additional :\Jarine.'-' and Sl'abPes 
landi11g al Chu Lai 111 .the I Corpt< Tactieal Zonr. 
(T CTZ). 

"The buildup continued in June \\·ith thf' arri..-al of .-\ustra-
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The old US Embassy in downtown Saigon 
stands with many of its windows blown out 
after a car filled with explosives was detonated 
beside it. Thirteen died in the vicious enemy 
attack. Photo by U S Army Photo Detachment. 
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A buildup in American forces in South Vietnam means more supplies and equipment. Saigon Port 
1s lined with ships unloading cargo. Saigon Support Command photo. 

lia\ first con1Lal troops. the l"t Bal talion. Royal A.ustralian 
Regin1ent. l·.s. contbat engineer,- arrived in force to begin 
the construction of a deep-draft port and airfield at Cam 
Ranh Bay. The port \\·a~ needetl lo Pase thf' congestion of 
supply ship,. at Saiµ:on Port, 

During this ti1ne the \.C had Leen active. ~\_ week-long 
battle around Quang '.\µ:ai City resultcrl in about ;i()() AR\."\" 
casualties, .\ four-day battle al l)ong Xoai. 55 1nili·.-; north­
east of Saif!Oll. re~ulted iu 630 frientllY easuahies. A_ bomb 
was explodt·d in Tan Sou :\hut ci\ ilia;1 air tern1inal iujurinµ; 
46 JIPfSOJlS. 

.·\notl11•r terrori"t incident Ul'<'tirrt·d at the :\Iy Canh floating 
re~taurant in thP Saigon HiY1'r. T"-o C'lay1norr 111i11t'I" co:-.t 
41 pcr~Olll" Llu·ir ll\T~ and injun·d 81 other:-.. 

A_ n1ulti-halLalion atlal'k on l)uc Hoa proyed the Co1n-
1nuni~t~ \\-ere scttlinl! into conYrnLiuual \\·arfan• in an atte1npt 
for co1nplete Yietory in 196.~. They thought they could 
O\ f'fl'OIJH' I ht• F rt't' \\. orld aud South ,-iet-na111e:-:c Forces 
hefon~ the buildup could Le acco1nplished. 

BUILDUP CONTINUES 
Yt·t -\rnt·ri('aJJ troo1•~ 1·onti1111cd to arriYt'. In Jul\ the 

2nrl Briµ-arlt'. 1st lnfantrv Di,i,,-.ion and 1·len1ents of tl~c 1st 
Lo~6~ti1·al Co1111nand add;·d to tl1f' ~lrenµ:th of 1nilitary forC'e." 
in tht' so11thl'r11 portion of the l'ountry. T\\U '.\larinl' bat­
talion~ liol...;ll'rt>d f11rt'e:-< in lhC' northl'r11 pnnince.-.. 

Co1nn1uni-.1 forc('s \\err inl'rcasin/! on a lar~t· scalC' al:-:u. 
The \orth ,-ietnanH'i-'C A.r1ny's (:\VA) 101sL HcginH•nt "\Vas 
dl'finitt·I~- identifif'd a . .; bc·inl! iu Soulh Yietnanl a11d the 18th 
and 95th \\"A Rt:'gi11u·nts \\·ere al.--o lH'lil'Yt'd to be co1npletel~· 
within South \ it·tna1n ·,, bordcrs, 

In the central sPction ofthl' country a taetil'al hl'adquarters 
\\as placed al -:\ha Trang to coutrol 1H'\\- units arri,-iul! in the 
II CTZ. ()rigiually de~i/!natetl Ta,.;k Force c\lpha. the 
headquarters later heca1nc I FiPlrl Foree, Yit·tnam (IFFY). 
The ncv; airrnobilP rli"i"ion, the 1."t Ca\'alry, "\\·as moYed 
into A_u Khc \\·hile the 173rd Airhornt• Briga<l~ protecLecl thl' 
arrival \\'ith Operation Gibraltar in the in1mi·diate ..-icinity. 
The September operation resultt·d in 226 \-C killed in three 
davs. 

A regimental force of "\·Tiet Cong attacked the Phu Co 
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outpost near Qui ~hon and before the battle was complete, 
AJ{V.\" troop:"- took a staggering toll of the attackers. Seven 
hundred \"C died in the encounter. 

KOREA CONTRIBUTES DIVISION 
A_nother Free \Vorld Force entered \Tietnam in October. 

The Republic of Korea sent its Capitol Division into South 
Victna1n to help aid a country invaded from the north by 
Co1nn1unists as Korea \\'as a decade and a half earlier. 
During the sa1ne period the remaining f'lements of the 1st 
Infantry l)ivision arrived. 

By ~o,-e1nber the 1st Cavalry \Vas into action. The pre­
ludi' to the largest-scale action of the \\·ar took place during 
Lhr fir~t 1:2 days of the month \Vhen the CaYalry tangled \Vith 
a large force "\\·est of Plei \'le. At the san1e ti1ne the 173rrl 
A.irborne battled \'C units in '\'\' ar Zone D 30 miles north­
east of Saigon. 'l'hc t\\·o engagements rf'.;;ulted in over 600 
cnc1ny dead and nearly 200 captured. 

IA ORANG VALLEY 
To the "\\·est of Plei ~le Conununi,;t forces \\·ere moYing into 

the Ia Drang \"alley intent on colliding \\ith tht· l,;t Cavalry 
and \\·innin)!: a YiC'tury O\"t:'r tht·ir "green" troops. The 
ene1ny IIH't the 3rd Brigade of the Cavalry and stood and 
fought. rather than 1111·lt into tht· jungle after initial t'ontal't. 
\\'ht•n thf' smoke of battle clean·d 1.238 cncn1y ~oldier~ had 
die.I \\·hilf' onh· one-fifth thal nu1nber of ~\;nt·rican,; \\·ere 
killed. The ''i"rel'n '' troop>' and the airn1obile t'oncept had 
proYen the1n."-el..-es. 

The Con1111unists had sufft•rt•(I a shattering defeat against 
the A_1111·ricans in the fa Drang ,.alley. hut they ov(•rran an 
c\IlY"\ unit at th(' 'lichelin Plantation in Hinh Duong 
Proyiuce inflict in~ hca..-y ca."ualties on the South "\-ietnamest'. 
The \-C also 1·ounterl'(I \\·ith terror by detonating a truck' 
laden "\\-·ith explosiYes at the 'letropole llachclor Enlisted 
Quarters in Saigon. Eight A.mericans \Vere killed and 137 
injured as a rf'sult of the attack. 

Before the year closed the 3rd Brigadf', 2.~th Infantry 
Divi.'-ion dt·ployc<l fro1n Ha"\\-·aii to ''ietna1n. This brought 
the total strength of U.S. and Free '\'\·.orld ~lilitary Forces in 
V'ietnam to 181,000 from a beginning figure of 24,000 men-



an increase ot over seven time1;. l\leanw·hile f'nemv forces 
had increased fro1n 103,000 at the beginning of the. year to 
an estimaletl 230.000, or a little o-ver double. 

The year had seen ll.S. troops penetrate into areas Co1n-
1nunists had controlled for vPars. "rith the aid of 1;,aturation 
bo1nLi11gs by B-S2 homber.s, the 1965 monsoon offensive the 
\"Chad predicted w·as little more than a s111all 1'plash. Super­
ior firepow·er, rapid artillery and air pow·er response. coupled 
•vith the helicopter's fanta!'tic mobility. "\\·ere proving that the 
Com1nunist1;' attempt to wrap up the w·ar by 1966 v•as not 
~oing to n1ater1alize. 

On tht• diplo1natic scene Hanoi scorned .Arnerica's pt'ace 
O>erturt· of a 37-day pause in air :<trikes over :\"orth \'ietnani. 
On thf' Saigon politi<'al front the govcrnn1cntal turmoil "\Yas 
eliniinated by the en1ergenct-' of a rnilitary '\ational Leader­
ship Council taking over. The 1\ir Force Cornmander. 
Brigadier General -:\"guyen Cao Ky. becan1e pren1ier,hringi1lg 
long-needed cairn to the g0Yf'rnn11·11t. 
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PROVINCES 
AND 

CAPITALS 

1 QL'A:\G TRI. Quang Tri 
2 THt:A THIE:\. Hue 
3 QCA:\G i\ A>I. Da :\ang. Hoi An 
4 QL'A:\G TI:\. Tern Kv 
5 QL'A:\G :\GAi. Quan~ :\ga i 
6 KO:\TDI. Kontum 
7 Bl:\H DI'.\'H. Bong Son. Qui \non 
8 PLEIKL'. Ple iku 
9 PHU BO'.\'. Hau Bon 

10 PHU YE:\. Son!! Cau. Tuy Hoa 
11 DAR~ Ban ~le Thout 
12 K:\A:\H HOA. Hha Trang 
13 Ql1A:\G DCC. Gia :\ghia 
14 DALAT. Tuven Due 
15 \11:\H TH UA\!. Phan Rani! 
16 PHUOC LO\!G. Phuoc Binh 
17 LA>l DO\!G. Bao Loe. Di Linh 
18 BI~H 11-I UAN. Phan Thi et 
19 Bl:\H LO\!G. An Loe 
20 PHUOC THA'.'iH. Phuoc Vinh 
21 LONG KHANH. Xuan Loe 
22 BI:\H THCY. Ham Tan 
23 TAY :\l:\H. Tav :\inh 
24 Bl:\H DL'O:\G .. Phu Cuon!!: 
25 BIE'.\' HOA. Bien Hoa 
26 PHUOC TL'!. Baria 
27 HAU '.'iGHIA. Khien Cuong 
28 CHAU DOC. Chau Doc 
29 KIEN PHO'.\'G. Cao Lanh 
30 KIEN TL'O'.'iG. ~loc Hoa 

I CORPS 

-· 

II CORPS 

31 LO'.\'G A:\. Tan An 
32 HA TIE:\. Ha Tien 
33 A:\ GIA:\G. Loni! Xuyen 
34 \'I:\H LO:\G. \'1nh Loni( 
35 DI '.\'H TL'O:\G. ~II- Tho 
36 KIE:\ HO!\. True. Gianit 
37 GO CO:\G. K1en Hoa 
38 PHO~G DJ :\H. Can Tho 
39 VINH BINH. Phu Vinh 
40 CHUO:\G THIE!\', Vi Thanh 
41 BA XUYEN. Kanh Hung 
42 BAC LIEL'. Bae Lieu 
43 Al\' XUYEN. Quang Quang Long 
44 PHL' QUOC. Duon11 Dong 
45 GIA DI:\H. Sa il!on 

III CORPS 

CAPITAL ZONE 45 
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CORPS BOUNDARIES 
---------- PROVINCE BOUl\'DARIES 
e LOCATI0:-.1. PROVINCE CAPITALS 
0 l\'ATIO:-.JAL CAPITAL 



The presidentia l inaugural ceremonies at the 
National A ssembly building in Saigon included 
the oath-taking ceremonies of President Nguyen 
Van Thieu and Vice President Nguyen Cao Ky, 
speeches, and a parade ce lebrating both the 
inaugural and National Day. Photos by JUSPAO. 
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1966 I 
The Counter-Offensive F 

1'he vear 1966 was characterized by a major change in 
conditi~ns in South Vietnam, militarily, politically and 
diplo1natically. For the first time Free " 7orld Military 
Forces (F\XlMF) of Vietname.<.e, A1nerican, Australian antl 
Korean troops V.'ere actively entering Viet Cong strongholds, 
breaking the enemy's stranglehold on lhe peopl1·. lie '~'as 
losing his rice, anununition and weapons caches, and his 
predicted 1nonsoon offensive '\Vas broken up. 1'hc F\\lMF 
'\\'ere beginning the fin;t pha."ie of the counlf'r-offen:-;ive. 

The diplomatic scene was one of harmony with several 
high-level nleetings taking place during the year to smooth 
out strategy and policy for the year. 

Politically the year sa\\' so1ne of the \\·orst disorders of the 
ne\\.· government's history. Armed forces were used on 
occa;;ion to prf'vent anarchy. The turn1oil was resolved by 
reforn1 and resulted in much good for the Vrietnamese people. 

VC SANCTUARIES CRACKED 
During January the 173rrl Airborne Brigade and the Isl 

Battalion, Hoyal Au;;tralian l{egiment launched a seven-day 
sweep into an area near the Cambodian border in seach of t\\'O 
\TC hattalions. The penetration of the one-time sanctuary 
resulted in O'\'t"r 100 f'nerny tleaths. 

Thf' 25th Infantry Division Learned up \\.'ith the I 73rd and 
A_uktralians to uncover an enemy headquarters complex with 
exten . ..;ive tunnel sy;;tems. Tn the ne\V operation large 
quantities of weapons and amn1unition were captured. 

Korean troops began an operation in Hinh Dinh Province 
that vtas to result in 250 ene1ny kill1•1l. 

In the past ·vc tax collectors had hied off large percentages 
of the rice harvPst. 'I'hc IOI st Airbornc's 1st Brigade and 
Korf'an Marines wt"re sent into Phu Yen Province to secure 
the rice harvest. \TC taxation of the 30,000-ton crop \\·as 
pn·ventcd. 
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Prior to 'J'et's 84-hour truce the VC were busy attacking 
targets ranging frorn the airfield at Da \'.ang, a Special Forces 
can1p, and a Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) out· 
post to exploding a claymore 1ninc outside the 1nain gate 
uf 'l'au Son Nhut. 'l'hey detonated t\\"O charge.s at a U.S. 
BEQ in Dalal, lhe Vo Khia ~ew Life 11amlct was attacked 
and lJSAID representative Douglas Ran1sey was kidnapped 
in other action. 

1'hc truce itsf'lf \\'as rnarred by over 100 violation.s by the 
\iict Cong. 

Later the !st Cavalry comhin1•d forces with Vietnarnese 
and Korean units for a 42-day operation near Bong Son that 
resulted in nearly 2,1,00 enemy dead. 

OPERATIONS HURT CHARLIE 
Military action in the n1·xt two months took a hr-avy toll 

of the enemy's ranks and hase camps. The 1st Infantry 
Division's Operation Rolling Stone took 150 VC. The 
10Ist's Operation Harrison for area sPcurity in Phu Yen 
Province, the 3rd Brigade, 25th Divi.sion '.s Operation Gar· 
fif'ld in l)arlac ProYince, and the combined force in the Sonp; 
Be River opf'ratiou all turned up enemy ca1nps, \\'eapons and 
ammunition. 

At Bien Hoa TI Field Force, Vietnam, was activated to 
control ll.S. forc1·s in the III Corps Tactical Zone, 

The VC retaliated with an attack on the Cavalrv's base 
camp at An Khc, resulting in sevf'n df'aths on ea'ch side. 
The supply ship SS Paloma \\'as sprayed \\'ith 1nachinegun 
and 57mm recoilless fire southeast of Nha Be as it entered 
the river syst1·m to Saigon. The ship \\'as heavily damaged, 
but arrived at Saigon Port under its own power. 

CHIEU HOI PROGRAM SUCCESSFUL 
A progra1n designed to bring the Viet Cong back to the 

FIRE 1 ••. A gun crew 
of Battery A, 319th 
Artillery, fires a 
105 mm howitzer 
in support of the 
173d Airborne 
Brigade's Operation 
Crimp. Photo by 
Sgt. Barnie Mungi­
boya t-593r d Pic­
torial Plat. 

.SJJ 
.~,;~~~;, \. 
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The front of the 
a VC terrorist 
Uchima. 

Victoria 
attack. 

Hotel in Saigon after 
Photo by Sfc. K.C. 

governrnent, called the Chieu Hui (()pen Arm.<.) Program, 
met v.·it h spectacular success in March with a record seuin~ 
2,336 lloi Chanhs (returnees) in the 31-day period. 

":ith the increase of troops in the Saigon area it was 
necessary to activate lleadquartcrs 1\rea Co1nmand (HA.C) 
to proYi~le support funl'tion:-- for all :--ervice:-- in the capital 
ciLv environs. Tl11• lst Signal Brigade \..-as also al'tivated in 
ea~ly 1\pril. 

HAC\. first <·hore \\'as to increase security of Saigon's 
installations to protect again:--t tPrrorisL attack. The ex­
plosion of approximately 450 pounds of explosives at the 
Victoria B(JQ, extensivelv damaging the first t hn·c floors and 
killing six ancl injurind' 116, demonstrated the need for 
additional guanl" and security prc<·aut.ions. 

BUILDUP CONTINUES 
Tht· huildup of fort·t's <·ontinue<I \\·ith the arrival of lhe 

USS Corpus Christi Bay al Cam Hanh Bay to provide a 
floating maintt·nanc·e facility for Army helicopters, and the 
Royal Au,.tralian Task J•'orcc entered the eountrv. 

A ... 1nid-year approached. the threatened \TC rnonsoon 
offensi\'e \\'as blunted by ... e,cral opcralions. ()nc found Lhe 
lst Di\'ision penetrating drt•p into \Var Zonf' C nf'ar Tay Ninh. 
No fril'ndly lrcHlfl"' had b1·1·11 in !hf' area for fi,·c ycarf<. Large 
quantitif's of supplil':-- \\'('TC l"aptun~d. Tn Plt·iku Pro\'ince 
along the Ca1nhodia11 honler A.RVN and 2.)th Oi\'i,.;ion troops 
wiped out 5t6 of tlu~ f'nerny. 

Jn III CTZ a s\\·ct·p through Binh Long Provin<'c by the 
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!st Division and 5th AHVN Division cost the \Tiet Cong 85.'i 
men in a little over a month. Jn Kontu1n Province the lOlst 
and Alf\TX units accounted for S3 l n1orf' enemy killed. This 
action was near a city to hecorne farnous 18 1~onths later-
llak To. . 

Terror attacks of note included a 1nine exploded at tht~ 
llrink Hott'l in Saigon a~ul attack.'"i on Hcgional and Popular 
Force outpO"-lS and small CIDG unit1'. 

Over ~orth \Tit~tnan1 U.S. plane.-, faced an increasing 
number of Hussian-1nadc surface-to-air (S.i\_M) n1issiles. 
Twenty-five SAl\fs \\-'ert· launched against Arnerican planes 
during one day \vithout recordin~ a hit. ln Hanoi, Ho Chi 
l\linh announced partial mobilization of the country. 

Units continued Lo arrive to support the counter-offensive. 
In August elements of the 4th Infantry f)ivision landed at 
()ui Nhon, ancl the 196th Light Infantry Hrigade and the 
first of a 2,000-man Philippine Civic AcLion Group (PllIL­
CAC) arrived. 

Tn September the l l1h Ar1norerl Cavalry Regi1nent, a 
Spanish Medical Tea1n a1•d the Ger1nan hospital ship Helgo­
Jand arrived, plus the 3rd Brigade, 4th lnfanlry Division. 

ENEMY OFF BALANCE 
'fv.'o U.S. operations kept the enemy off balance. The ] st 

CaYalry in Hinh Dinh Province accounted for 230 VC, \•;hile 

Members of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade 
trudge through a rice paddy during Operation 
Attleboro. Photo by 69th Signal Bn. 



The 
Counter­
Offensive 

thf' l96th Light Infantry Briga<le an«I 1·li·nH·nt.-.. of thP 1.-..1, 
11 h and 25th Infantry f)j' i-.ion,. a1ul l 73nl Airhorne Brigade 
111ault'd the 9th \"C f)jyj,.ion. killing O\f'r 1.100 in the l\\-o­

n1onth Opl'ration A1tl1·lioro. 'flu· forc1· captured th1· laq.!e,.t 
ri('t' liaul al tlH· tin11· \\·ith a 1.1:21-1011 find. 

Octoht·r af'tio11 :-aw a t'o1nhint·d force of tht• ],.t Ca, alr\'. 
l\.on·an,. and \-i1·lna111t':-t' killing 681 Yit•I Cong in ()pl'ratir;n 
Ir\ ing. 'l'o aYoid .... upt·rior firt'fHlWt'r of !ht· Anu·ri(•an,. thP 
t•1tt•1ny tried to hrcak eontart a:- lflli('kl~ a .... po:- .... ilJlt' and ki'pt 
thPir r.airl:- to thi' 11orthi·r11 pro.-inc1·,... when· their .-..uppl~ lint'" 
arc ,.hurter. a11d to ,.t'altt·n·d altark:< on -\HY:\ outpo,.t,.. 

OpPration Paul Ht•vt·n· ,,Jiittlrd anotlH·r 1.000 fro1n Liu:• 
t•111·111y':- rank:- and co:-t thf'111 300 \\t•apo11... \"i(•t Conµ: lo:-:-e . ..: 
,,t•rt• ru11ni11µ: hiµ:h and tht• f'HPrll.'- brouµ:ht in tht· \orth 
Yit•t nanit•:-t' :lt h [)j, j_,.ion Io ho!:"tcr their forc1•:-. 

\1l\ 1·111lH·r ,,-a:" rhara1'terized },.'- i1HTi'a . ..:t•d \"C raidinµ:. 
'I'hP ·lth T11fa11try Di,i ... ion opcratinµ: ,,-r:-t of Plei Djt'tt-'Ilf!" 
\\ ith:-tood a 1nurtar barra:;e of oYer ,')00 round:": "\"ational 

I lff I 

Day celebration,. beginning in Saigon v.·cre interrupted by 
t\\·o dozen ,')7mm recoilless rounds; the 196th's base camp 
,,-ei"'t of Tay :\inh v.·a-; hit: anrl a portion of the Long Binh 
a1n1nunition dun1p \Ya" blo,,-n up by satchel charge.". cau."ing 
O'\er 11.000 rounds of IO.Sn1m amrnunition to he rle."troved, 

The dun1p v.·a" :-truck again in December and Tan ·son 
.\hut airbasf' sustained a raid in "·hich 30 guprrillas penetrat­
ed tht· perimPter. The airfield attack cost the YC 31 per."ons 
and the ~\merieans 3. 

The high ratio of 1·ncn1y deaths to L.S. was exemplified by 
an P.1nbu!-.h of a rel'onn platoon of the 11th _:\rn1ort-'d CaYalry 
Ht·gimr-nt. Rapid reaction of artillery. air ,.,Lrike~ and relief 
troop" turned the arnbu;;h into a dt•ft~at for the \Tiet Cong. 
Onlv UIH' l;,S, :-oldiPr lo~t his life \vhile the enemv sacrificed 
94 l~H'Il. 

..\t the clo:-e of the year Lhe fir"t ('lt•tn('Ht-" of the 9th In­
fantry lliYi:-:ion arriYcd to bring lT.S. troop strl'ngth to 
361.000. 

The German hospital ship, Helgoland. arrived in September to provide floating medical 
and surgical facilities to care for sick and wounded Vietnamese. Photo by SSgt. 
Robert Peterson-USARV 
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In Saigon a Buddhist monk uses a loud speaker~ 
to talk to a crowd. U.S. Army photo. 

DIPLOMATIC HARMONY 

The ypar ,\·a.'- tnark1·d h~- har1nony on the diplo1natic front. 
To ~ct tlH' "tag(' for hiµ-h-I~·y(•l di,;cu_ .... ion_..;_ s('('fl'larY of St aft• 

Dean Hu:-;k Yi:"ited tlH· country 111 January. Thi:< \\·a:­
followl'd thc nl'xl 111outh l)\ Pr1·111i.f'r K\. Chief l;f Statf' Thif'u. 
and Pre..;idt·nt Johu-.011 1111'eling at Ifo~101ulu for a two-1la\. 
eonff'rencf' on political. .i;,ocial and f'conornic a1;pect" of th(' 
war. ,-ict' Pn·,,id1·nt Hu1nphn·y Yi . ..,itcd South Yit·tna1n 
latt~r in February. 

Anotl1t·r l'Ollft•rf'l\Cf' for tlH• hPad~ of qatP \\"U.'- hPhl in 
l\.lanila in ()etolu·r. ~l't'rt'lar...- of J)t•ff'nH' \ll'\a1nara yj..;itcd 
the <'ountr~ prior to tht-' Pi1ilippi111· 11H't>li11g of tlit· L'.S., 
Au ... lralian. T\..on•aJL. ~t'\\ Z1·alantl. Thailand. South \"ielnarn 
arul Philippine ('hii·f.·. Follo\\ i11µ: tlu· ('011f1·n·nl't' Prt'"'itlf'nl 
John."-Oll \ j,.itt·d tht• Har zon(' at Carn T~anh Bay. 

POLITICAL FRONT IN FLAMES 

On tl1t· politi('al front Pr1·111i(•r 1\, l11·adPtl off a n1ilitarY 
roup with the arrt·.·I of "'<'Y«'ral j11nio1: offil'('J""' fro1n tl11· arBH';I 
for('t'-.. 111· al."'o a1111ou1H·1•(l )!l'IH'ral t•lt•('tion"' \\oul~l !11· ht·ld 
in 1967. and a l'on,.tit11tional rt>fPrt'IHlurn in ()1'toh1T 19(,(,. 

The politi1·al ralin was ,.hattc>red in \pril \\·h1·n I Corps 
eon1111a11dt·r. Lt. Ct·11. \l!u' PH Chanli Thi. 1·ou-.id1·red a 
pott·11tial politi('al ri\ al of Pr;·1ni1·r l\.~. \\a"' n·li1•yt•d front hi."' 
conunanrl. "\ dPn1on,.\ratio11 of 2.000 per,.on"' in f)a "'\anµ: 
was follo\\l.'tl b~- Burldhi,.t prott_•,_t,. in Hue. Saiµ:on and Hui 
An. 
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~A picture of Buddhist leader Trich Tri Quang 
stands on an altar at the entrance to the main 
Buddhist pagoda in Hue. Photo by Sp5 Allan 
K. Holm-U.S. Army Photo Det. 

A l'all for a l!eneral strikl' closed the port of Da '\an~ and 
20,000 Bufldhist."' rallie(l to de1non,.:tratr in the olcl i111perial 
('apital city of lluf'. The unrest continut•tl i11to early . .\pril 
rf'~ulting in -;trugg;le group,.; forming in the rnajor citiPs of the 
R1•puhlic. Co\t•nunent troop,.; n10\"t'(l i1110 Da '\anµ; in a 
,.;ho\\- of fon·1· \\hile turn1oil and dernon .... tratinn,.,: continut'(l in 
H1H'. l)alat and "'\ha Trang. B~ c·\pril 12, thr :-,ituation 
appearf'd n_•,.olYi'd a .... anti·f!O\ ernnH'll t "-t ruggl<' for{'es pledf!ecl 
to fight a)!ain:"t Cornrnuni."-lll alongside the )!OYernnH'nt. 

1'111· \ational Political Congre-"·"' l'lo,.,:ed "'·ith tlH' anHourH't'· 
1111·111 that a con . ..,titu1·11t a"':"ernhly \\·ould IH' clt'('t1·d in fj,p 
111onth."'. -\11 appan·nt l'ahn H'itlt·d OY('r the country. It 
\\U:' ,.oon to IH· broken hY 1u·w uurt"'."'t. 

In latE· \lay tlH• polit.iC"al \\aler:" \Vere 1nuddii·cl ai!!ain h~· 
Buddhi,.l and anti-goy1·r11rnent force!'< ri,.inf! again i11 f)a 
\a11f! and Hue. A Buddhil'<t nun hurnE~d IH·r:-;1·lf tu 1lPath in 
prntt·.•t a)!ain,_t tlu· )!O\t•rnnn•nt. 1'his "'·a." the fir:-,\ ofseYt'ral 
acL• of H·lf-in11nolaLion. In lluE· the l_T.S. con .... ulat•· wa"' 
,.al'kt·d and bun11•rl. 

'larinP OfH'ration in tht> T Coqi"' \\"f'rt' dPlayt·d b~ Buddhi."-1~ 
pla!·i11~ ailar,_ in tht> --trt'l't:' of flue. C0Yern1nent troop,.; an(l 
riot polil'I' finally t'lt'arl'd the :-;trPet.-. and arrf';.ted !'<Orne of the 
di,__.idt·nt lt·ad('I'" lo hri1q.~ an f'nd to tlH' protest."'. 

'l'hing."' ,.c1tl1·d clo\\n for the n~1naindf•r of the year. hut tlu· 
:-;our Holt' of a Saif!OH do<"k :-;trike 
hroh.t· tlu· "-Pf"1ning s1·n·11ity. On 
th(' po.•itiYt' ,.ide th1· 11ew South 
,~iet nanH'."c con:-.! ii ut ion's first 
three artielcs \'d~re approYcd. 



Does He Care~l 

He cares enough to build for those 

1n need, to help 

the young, 

the old, 

the apprehensive. 

He will stop a moment and play 

with the 

children, 

or 

play 

for 

them. 
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The Squeeze Period-1967 

The Counter-Off ensivelC 
The year 1967 saw the Free "lorld Forces tighten thr- screv. 

on the eneiny. Ile ,,·a.<;. squeezed in n1any areas and 1nany 
,,·ays. His rnanpo,,·er y,·as sltn\·ly •vhittlcd (lt1\'dl by constant 
operations, Hi:-: "·capon:-< and food carhci; \\ere turned up 
,,·ith grt'at regularity, Llunting 1nan)- planned raids and 
offen."iYe a<"lions. lncrea,.,f'il bon1binµ- raid." n1atl1~ his route:-; 
of supply difficult to u,.:e, curtailing hi.-, 0111·rations in tht· 
southern provinet'S hecaU.'-C of lack of supplies, Iii;, cau:-1· 
,,·as further \\eakcned hy thou:-.and,., of Viet Cong._ politieal 
cadre and '.\or th Victnarne;,c \vho could no longer lu·lie\ t' in 
the things they· \\·ere told and turned then1,.,eJ,·e.-,, into lhe 
g1n:ernrnent\ Chien Hoi Proir.rarn. 

During Lhc latler 1nonlhs of 1967, the cnen1~· n1adc l\\·o 
,.;peclaeular trie;-; at propaganda Yictorics, al Loe .'.\inh and 
Dak To; both resulting in disrnal failure and f!,Tf'at los,.;es of 
rnanpo\\·er from hi:,; rank.-;. The,.;e l\VO hattle,.; alont' acroun!t>tl 
for nearly 3,000 enemy dead. 

l{is lo~scs for the v~ar include 87 ,S3·f. killetl in at'tion anti 
over 31,000 \\·eapous.of all types captun·d. He lo.~t aln10.'it 
14,000 ton!' of rir.e and 162 tons of salt. 1-Iis an1n1unition 
~upply \\·as aln10,.;t 2 .. ~ n1illio11 rountl . ..;.lcss bt-'caui-e of discoYery 
of his hiding places and units lea\ in(!; thern bt-'hind on tl11· 
hattlefil'ld. IIis rank." \\"t•re dcplett>tl h)· 27,l i8 lo thf.' ChiPu 

lloi Progra1n. 17.6/J of \\·horn \\Trt' fiµJ1ti11g 111t·n. He ,\·as 
fount! to IH· recruiting hoy" froru 12 16 :..-ears old to fill hi,; 
dwindling fore!',;, 

Tlie -Year of the G-oat \\"<I:' a h<HI )t•ar for tht· Co1un1uni.-,t,... 
Ile wa." fet·ling tht· piui'h. '{1·t he co11ti11111•(l to fiµ;ht. Ci,-i]­
ianf' i11 South Viet11an1 \n're hi."\ il'tinl." al1no . ..;t a.-; oft1·11 a.<. the 
rnilitary. Corn1nunist Lerrori"'I :"laughten·d O\l'r -LOOO South 
\-irtna1ne~e and \\'OU!Hled oYer 8.000 in I heir atta(•k,-. l\id­
nappinµ; accounted for anotht'r S.4:lt per . ..:.on ..... all in an at­
te111pt t-o control the pt>uplE·. Indication,- arp. that althouµ;h 
tht· Viet Con!! <"ant-ed the JH'opl1· to ft·ar thl'Jll. thl'\ wo11 no 
allegiance hY terror. 

\Tort· JH'ufde 1U0Yed into l!OYt'n11111·ut prot1·et1·d re~·wttle­
nlent an·a." than C\ er hcfon·. The l'JH'lll) ' . .., ,.ouree of lahor, 
recruit,-. food a11rl f<hl'lter \\-a:" :"lipping awa~ . .)Iilitary 
\ it•f ori•'" \\ erl' rart' and hi' rt't'ei ,-ctl a hPa \ y propaga11tla blow 
\\!11·11 civil E'lt'c·lion" \\·ere l11·ld tliro11gho11l the land. 

f)urilll! the :-,pring han1l1·t and ,jllal!t' 1·le(•tio11,. \\!'CE~ 
('O!Hlul'tPd anrl in the fall n1unth1-- the up1wr and lowE'r hou::-e,­
"·en• fille1l and tl11· pre,-idenl and \icr· prl'..,idt·nt ''ere l'hn,..en. 
])t'"J!il1' thn·at,.. of dE·atli and de.'-lruction. tl11· people defied 
tht· Co111n1u11i_..;f,. and turnctl out in larµ:e nuruhl'r,.. 

'I'he.fn·p \\"oriel t·o11nnitu11·111 ro \-i1·tna111 inl'rea:-1_•d in both 

Rome 
Plows 

plows, engaged 
from the 168th 

25th 

in clearing operations, deny the enemy his jungle sanctuaries. 

23rd Infantry, 
Operation Atlanta. 

Engineer Co., guarded by tanks and APCs of the 4th 
Infantry Division, clear brush from the Iron Triangle 
Photo by Sp4 J .R. Hesselgrave, 69th Sig Bn. 

Battalion, 
while on 
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A cargo ship prepares to 
unload at Newport, Saigon's 
newest harbor facility. 
Newport was designed to 
relieve congestion 1n the 
old port. (Photo by SSgt. 
Robert Petersen, USARV-
10) 

quantit~ and r1uali1~-- \t'\\ troop-" arri\t•d frorn tlH· L 11itt•d 
Sta\('"'· 'rhailar1d. \t'\\ Z1·alancl and _\u,.lralia. \t''' t•cp1ip­
rllt'11t. likt• the f{u1·~Cohra µ:un:-liip". i111pro\!'d Ll11· fin·po\\t'r 
and 111a111H'\"c'rahilit\ of 1lu· Fn•t• \\-orld Fort't'."· Truh- 1h1• 

ENEMY VIOLATES TRUCE 
January lu·µ:an \\ith I.~. 111ilitar~ :-trt·ngth at :{90JHlO 

"t'r\it·e11H'll in th1· ("ou11tr\". ThP \1·vi, Y1·ar:-· tru("(' wa." 
Yiolat1·tl JI\ I l I i11('id1·nt." o(\i,hich :2l \\t'i't' l"Oll'-idt•red :-Priou:-. 
•\t tht• t'!Hj of tb1· lrlli"t' 1·lcn11•n1:- of tlu· ltli and ~.lth l11fa11tr\ 
Di' i."iou~ :-lartt'd ()peration Paul H1•\ t'rt' \" Sain Hou:-;\01;. 
a ."('arch and dc:-tro~ n1i:-:-io11 in th1· Ct>nlral lliµ:hland-.., 
Pnnill("t':- of Plt•iku and l\.ontt1111. Bl'fon· tht• opt'ration wa:­
con1pl1·t1·d 111·arly BOO c1f tht' t'llt'lllY 11c1 ltlllµ'.t'r cxi:-tt•il. Latt•r 
i11 tht' ~1·ar thi .... an·a wa." to lH'('Olllt' faniou." for 1h1· gn·at1·:-t 
bat t lt• of I he \\ ar. 

In tl1t· :-an1t· an·a llollowa\· \riny \irficld. fj,,. 111il1·:- t'a:-1 
of Pl1·iku Cit\". \\a:- hit "ith. 200 :{.00 n1uncl,. of rnorlar fin·. 
eau~iBf! 1·011~idi'rahlt· dan1aµ:1·. 

Farlht·r :-outh 1!11· Iron Trianµ-11· an·a northwt':-1 of Saigon 

wa:- JH'llt'tratcd hy P!t'111t·11t...; of the· J..._t a11d 2.'.)th l11fan1r~ 
Di,-i~ion:-. tb1· li3nl _-\irbon11· Brigadc. I Ith ·\rn1on·t! CaYalrY. 
J96th Li1-d1t lnfanlr~ Brif!ade and Anny of the Ht•publie ~>f 
Vietnan1 (AH\"\') .')th Infa11try J)jyi~ion UH operation Ct>dar 
Fall:-. In lH day:-; of action the i~nen1y lol"I 720 !'oldiers and 
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llUJllt'fOUI- I u11111·I ('()lllplt•,t•:- that \\('fl' di:-t'()\ 1·r1·d. 

111 th1· delta the 9th lnfanlry l)i,i:-io11 .-.1·\ up lht· fir:-1 l>a:-.1· 
ca111p in 1hat Yit•I Cong ;<tro1q.d1old. B..- th1· end of tlii· 
n1011th tbt· la:-1 1·!1·n11•11\"' of the 91h\ .. ~nd Brigad1· arri\t·d at 
Yung Tau to oi·1·upy thP llt''' <"a111p. 

'l'IH· l :-t Brigade oft IH' I 0] _..,, \irl1or111· 1·011qdc11·d ()1wrat ion 
Pi .. kt•ll and ht'gan ()rwration Farragut a \\t't'k lalcr in Binh 
Thuan ProYill('!'. Tht> t'lll'llJY w-a." µ:oi11g to g1·t Iii 111· n·:-;I 
<luring tb1· yPar a:-; 11rc:-;:-;ure wa." to bt· n·le11t!t""" 1hrough11ut 
the 12-111011th JH'riod. a." Ollt' operation fol]owt•d a11otlu·r. 

NEWPORT OPENS 
111 other frit·1Hlh· aetio11 during tht' rnonth. air :-trik(':­

aµ:ainst the Hanoi ._;n·a v.-en• n·~u1111·d afti·r a pca!'P liid failt·d 
to 1natcrializf' fron1 a :-u . ..;p('n:-ion of tlt1· ho111hi11µ:. And i11 
the Saiµ-011 ar('a "\1•\\(Jofl wa." OJH'llt'd lo n·li1•\t' pn·..;:-;urr on 
thl' Saigon doek:-. \'1•\\·port_ i~ dc~iµ:ncd to rt'('t'i\T 111ilitary 
("arµ:o for all Fn•t• \\ orld For.-i·~. \1i·an\\hilt' tht• P~·l"t'lllbi·r 
dock ,'-frikt• \\a:- ,.t•ttl1·d in Saiµ:on hri11µ:i11µ: that port lia!'k into 
full opt·ration. 

'l'ht' ~il£11ifit"a11t t•111·1ny action during t!H· 1110111 Ii indudt'd a 
S7nnn n·coille."" rifl1· at lack on thP lTnited l\.inµ:don1 ~hip SS 
llau~lrun1 in the Long l'au HiYt'r whill' it \\a:-; 1·11rout1· to 
Saigon. f)nc l'rt'W mrn1h1•r wa . ..; killed. The dredg1~ Ja1naica 
Bay V.'as hit by an underwater explosion near Don~ 'l'an1 
and lat Pr ~ank \Vhile bcin~ \o\\'·f'd in for repairs. 'fhf' .Jarnaica 



Infantry troops move out on patrol in village m War Zone C. 
Photo by Sp5 Gordon Gahan, USARV-10. 

Bay was Lhe fourlh largest dredge in the world. 
One VC lerror allack failed. A bomb that was planted 

in the United States Information Service library at Can Tho 
was dibcovered and disarmed by explosive ordnance person­
nel. Also the e nemy used tear gas against U.S. troops for the 
second lime during the war. 

On the political and diplomatic side of the war, the <lraft 
conbtitution for South Vietnam was put before the Con· 
stituent Assembly for debate ; Thailand announced it would 
allow bases within its borders to be used for support of Viet· 
nam operations; and Premier Ky visiled Auslralia and New 
Zealand. 

At the bcginffing of February the American military 
strength had ri sen by 20,000 men. The increased manpower 
pcrmilled lhc U.S. Forces to enter the field for long periods 
of lime and the month saw the termination and beginning of 
many operalions. The four-day truce for the Lunar New 
Year, Tct , provided a s tand-down p eriod in which many 
operationb were terminated. 

The truce itself was marred by 272 violations and mililary 
authorities e~timated that 36,000 tons of supplies were moved 
south from orth Vietnam during the cease fire. 

Operations Lam Son II in Binh Duong Province and 
Operation Thayer II were terminated with a combined kill 
of slighLly over 2,000 enemy soldiers. About 250 were 
accounted for by the former operation and the bulk, 1,757 
by lhe lallcr. 

Communist tcrrorisl s allcmpling to hit MACY H ead­
quarters, fired about a dozen 8lmm mortar rounds in Saigon, 
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striking at the corner of Pasteur Street and Phan Thanh 
Gian. Mos t of the rounds delonated in the trees, one over a 
truck carrying Vielnamese paralroopers. inc were killed 
and nine wounded. Aboul 2,000 yards away the enemy 
mortarmen were blown up as one of their shells exploded 
prematurely. 

By mid-month elemenls of lhe 9th Infantry Division 
s tarled Operation Enterprise in Long An Province and other 
9Lh units began operations in the Mekong Delta with U.S. 
l'iavy units. This marked the beginning of gradual U.S. 
and ARYN weakening of lhe Viet Cong's dominance of Delta 
waterways. 

LARGEST OPERATION BEGINS 
Other 9th Division units joined elements ·of the 1st, 4th 

and 25th Infantry Divisions plus troops from the 11th 
Armored Cavalry Regiment, 196th Light Infantry Brigade, 
and l 73rd Airborne Brigade in what was to be the largest 
operation of the year-Operation Junction City. The 
gigantic force was supported by the 11th Combat Aviation 
Group and 7th Air Force aircraft. 

The armada of troops tangled with Communis t units in 
War Zone C north and west of Saigon by forming a giant 
horseshoe enclosing 250 square miles of enemy-held territory. 
Heavy fighting characterized the operation with almost daily 
finds of tunnels and bunkers. Large stores of ammunition, 
weapons, clothing, food, documents and utensils were con· 
fiscated from the enemy. Air s trikes, gunships and artillery 
were called in on a regular basis as the Communists fought in 



battalion-sized slrengLh, and sometimes in regimenta l groups, 
to prevent deep pene tration inlo their sanctuary. 

WAR'S ONLY LARGE-SCALE 
PARACHUTE ASSAULT 

COMBAT 

During one phase of Operation Junction CiLy it was decided 
to employ paratroopers from the l 73rd Airborne Brigade in a 
surprise combat a ssault along Highway 4 to block enemy 
escape roules from Lhe battle area. On February 22, 1967 
the only mass jump of the war Look place al 9 a.m. when over 
700 troopers from the 2nd Baualion, 503rd Airborne Infantry 
and supporting elements parachuted into a drop zone north 
of Tay inh. Twenly-Lhree Air Force C-130 Hercules air­
craft delivered the men and their eq uipment over the drop 
zone. The force nol only effectively blocked the enemy, but 
released badly needed helicopters Lo I s t and 25th Division 
troops allacking Lhe enemy . 

Enemy mortar allaeks rained on Junction City base camps 
in an effort to deLer the American troops, but Lo no avail. 
Eighty -one days later 2,728 enemy lay dead from the opera­
tion and War Zone C was no longer a VC stronghold. Their 
bases were des troyed, many of their supplies were gone and 
the psychological advantage of being in complete control in 

Parachutes gently lower supplies to troops as 
they are dropped from Air Force C-130s. Photo 
by Maj. John Shanahan. 

.. 
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Villagers get their identity checked prior to 
voting in the eight-week hamlet elections in 
Bien Hoa Province. About 77 percent of the 
eligible voter turned out. Photo by JUSPAO. 

the region north of Tay Xinh was broken. The Free World 
Forces counter-offensive was making remarkable advances. 
Advances thal would cause the enemy Lo have no single 
battlefield victory in the remainder of the year. 

Farther north the 1st Cavalry Division had begun Opera­
tion Pershing and the Communis t pounded the Da Nang 
Airbase with over 50 Russian-made 140mm rockets, killing 43 
and wounding] 37. A few days later in March Da ang was 
hit by 10 more of the huge rockets. 

The February-March period was active diplomalicaUy. 
The Manila Conference countries had their ambassadors mecl 
in Saigon in preparation for a two-day conference on Guam 
among high Vietnamese leaders and President Johnson. 
The Constituent Assembly had a pproved the draft constitu­
tion for South Vietnam a few days prior to the meeting. 
Pre mier Ky presented President Johnson a copy of the new 
constitution that was to be ratified a few days later. 

In Thailand , B-52s began Lo arrive at Thai bases in ac­
cordance with a previous a greement with the kingdom. 
The huge bombers were to be used mainly against enemy. 
complexes in South Vietnam starting in early April. Pre­
viously they had flown from Guam to South Vietnam in a 
5,000-mile round trip. 

One major operation began in March, the 9th Divis ion 's 
Operation Kittyhawk. While the Viet Cong and ' orlh 
Vietnamese were trying Lo keep out of the way of the major 
operations, they continued to make small-scale harassing 
attacks on Vietnamese Popular Forces and surprise attacks 
on other ins tallations. One ship, the SS Conqueror, was hit 
while in the Long Tau River by six 75mm recoilless rounds. 

U.S. Forces climbed to a strength of 470,000. a few thou­
sand from its year -end peak of 490,000 serv icemen in-country. 

In April the most significant event was the beginning of an 
eight-week election period for thousands of villages and 



The USNS Corpus Christi 
Bay, home of part of the 
U.S. Army's 34th General 
Support Group, rides at 
anchor off Vung Tau . The 

. ship is the world's only 
floating depot maintenance 
facility. Photo by 34th 
General Support Group-10. 

Black Cat slicks from the 282nd Assault Helicopter Company pick up members of 
the 1st Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) Division after a combat assault 
west of Da Nang. The painting is by Capt . Philip J . Hickok, 212th Aviation Battalion. 
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hamlets throughout the country. About 77 percent of the 
eligible voters turned out to elect their local leaders despite 
cons tant threats from the Viet Cong. Many of the threats 
were carried out as 12 candidates were slain by terroris ts and 
31 were kidnapped. 

The government also announced Fall elections would take 
place to select the uppe.r and lower houses of the new govern­
ment and to ch oose a new prcffid en t and vice president. .. 

In Saigon E llsworth P. Bunker assumed duties from 
Ambassador H enry Cabot Lodge who was r etiring from public 
life. Communist t erroris t detonated an explos ive charge in 
a bicycle at the F ive Oceans BOQ in the Cholon sect ion of the 
capital, wounding one. 

Operation Adams was comple ted during the month by the 
1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division i11 Phu Yen Province with 
an enemy death toll of 491. E lements of the 4 Lh and 25th 
Infantry Divisions began Operation Francis l\Iarion in 
Pleiku Province which result in 1,203 enemy deaths. 

E nemy pressure wm; building in Lhe I Corps Tactical Zone 
(I CTZ) in the vicinity of the DeMilitarized Zone (D MZ) and 
it was b ecoming apparent )farin e units would have to be 
moved to counter the threat. To fill Lhe gap the l 96th 'Light 
Infantry B rigade was moved into Lhe Chu Lai area to replace 
displaced Marine units . This was the firs t of many major 
ground combat un its from USARV Lo operate in the northern 
provinces. 

Other units joined Lhe 196th i11 l CTZ. Th ey were th e 
3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Di vi~i on and, in \1ay. t he l s t 
Brigade, lOlst Airborne . The Army troops in the zone were 
placed under the operational control of Task Force Oregon 
(TFO) which, in Lum, was under ope rational control of the 
III Marine Amphibious Force. 

A gunboat of the Mobile Riverine Force resembles 
the Monitor of Civil War fame. Photo by SSgt. 
Robert Peterson-USARV. 

Mobile Riverine Force moves down the 
ways of the Mekong Delta to action. 
by SSgt. Robert Peterson-USARV. 
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Early in May a Hoi Chanh led men from the 2nd Brigade, 
1st Infantry Division to a weapons cache which consisted 
of 2,000 mortai; rounds, 1,200 grenades, 20 clay more mines, 
1,000 small arms rounds and 400 riAes. 

The lOlst Airborne's brigade launched Operation Malheur 
in Quang Ngai Province which 28 days later a ccounted for 
392 enemy killed and 150 weapons captured. 

While elements of the 25th Infantry Division began Oper­
ation Kole Kole, the 2nd Brigade of the sam e uni t terminated 
Operation Ala Moana in Hau Nghia Province, accounting for 
382 enemy deaths. 

The firs t New Zealand infantrymen a rrived in-country 
during the month. They were assigned lo work with the 
Australian Task Force. 

During t he month the enemy was up lo their old tac tics. 
Terrorists t hrew a h and grenade into a Cholon sidewalk 
eafe killing one and wounding 65 civilians and the Bien Hoa 
airfield was subjected to a mortar and rocket attack near 
mid-May among other hit-and-run allacks. 

The Mobile R iverine Force clashed wjth the enemy for its 
first major enga gement in the delta 15 miles wes t of My Tho. 
The action against local guerrillas proved the value of Lhis 
force palterned after the American Civil War flotillas. 

In Saigon Premier K y ·announced his candidacy for preioi­
dent on May 12. Four clays later the assembly approved 
the presidential election law. 

The n ext day t hree new opera tions began: Operation 
Dallas by the 1st Brigade of the 1st Di vision and Operation 
Barking Sands and Diamond H ead b y elements of the 25th 
Division. 

The one-day truce on )'lay 23 for Buddha's birthday cele­
bration p assed ·with out a serious incident reported. A few 

water­
Photo 



days earlier the Communists planted a mine on the Vietnam 
Railway tracks just outside of Saigon. A train was derailed 
when the mine detonated. The enemy also struck the 25th 
Infantry Division with 100 rounds of mortar and recoilless 
rifle fire. However, most guerrilla attacks were concentrated 
against ARVN and Vietnamese irregular forces during this 
period. 

Seven new operations began during June to keep the 
pressure on the Viet Cong. Just about every major American 
unit in USARV was involved in Operations Coronado, 
Bluefield, Malheur II, Akron, Kawela, Billings, and Greely. 
More than 1,500 enemy would die from U.S. action during 
the month. 

Despite the many successes, Premier Ky, in a public state­
ment, s tated the need for 137,000 additional American troops. 

In July Thailand announced that it would send a 2,200-man 
regiment to the Republic of Vietnam. This force would be 
the first ground combat unit contributed by the Thais who 
had already provided airlift of supplies on several occassions. 

Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara made a four-day 
visit to Saigon. He conducted high-level conferences at 
USARV's Tan Son Nhut headquarters. The day after the 
Secretary left the country, President Johnson announced the 
United States would increase its troop commitment to Viet­
nam. 

Two major headquarters moved during the month; 
USARV moved to its new headquarters in the Long Binh 
complex and MACY to its new buildings opposite Tan Son 
Nhut civilian air terminal. The moves were part of an 
operation to reduce inflation and traffic congestion in the 
Saigon area. Other units moved out of the capital area 
during the following month including: 1s t Logistical Com­
mand, 1st Aviation and 1st Signal Brigade headquarters, 

A 175 mm gun speaks its piece 
to the enemy in I Corps 
Tactical Zone. The 2nd Bat­
talion, 94th Artillery fires the 
big guns in support of opera­
tions along the DMZ. Photo by 
Sp5 Gordon Gahan-USARV. 

40 

Saigon Area Command and many subordinate units. 
Other Saigon events in July were the validation of 18 

slates of presidential candidates for the coming Fall elections. 
Also a terrorist attack was made on the Capitol BEQ. 

Significant enemy attacks in July killed 37 civilians and 
wounded 29 when two civilian busses in the northern provinces 
were hit. The Viet Cong attacked the base camp of the 
1st Battalion, 2nd Infantry and the airfield at Phuoc Vinh. 
M0t:e than 150 mortar and rocket rounds s truck the area. 
In Phu Loi a 1st Aviation Brigade unit was also hit by mortar 
and rocket fire later in the month. 

The 1st Brigade, 9th Division began Operation Riley in 
Bien Hoa Province. Elements of the 9th and 25th Divisions 
along with ARYN units conducted a seven-day joint Opera· 
tion Coronado II/Song Thang 3 that resulted in 441 enemy 
casualties. 

A company from the 199th Light Infantry Brigade 
captured an enemy sampan which yielded 220 pounds of 
TNT and over 2,300 rounds of various types of ammunition. 

At the beginning of August two Army brigades changed 
designations. The 3rd brigades of the 4th and 25th Infantry 
Divisions exchanged colors to maintain unit integrity. The 
25th Brigade had been operating in the I CTZ far from its 
parent unit. The 4th Division brigade was operating under 
the control of the 25th. 

Enemy action during the month was fairly heavy. An 
enemy company struck the Edap Enang Montagnard reset­
tlement village in the Central Highlands. The tank farm 
at Nha Be City, 10 miles southeast of Saigon, was hit by 
Communist fire causing extensive damage. A Vietnamese 
child threw a hand grenade into a truck carrying U.S. civilians 
as it drove through the Cholon section of Saigon. Ten were 
wounded. And the Ban Me Thuot airfield in Darlac Province 
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was struck by mortars twice during the month. 
One enemy action backfired on them. The North Viet­

namese fired a surface-to-air missile a t American bombers, 
but the miss ile very efficiently downed one of their own 
MIG-l 7s. The 7th Air Force sent their congratulations to 
the enemy gunners. 

Two more American operations started . in August. Both 
were completed early in September. The 21-day Operation 
Benton resulted in 397 enemy killed a nd over 150 weapons 
captured for the elements of the lOl st Airborne and 196th 
Light Infantry Brigade that participated. A 20-day opera­
tion, dubbed Coronado IV, was launched by elements of the 
9th Infantry Division. It accounted for 101 enemy dc:aths 
and l.80 weapons subtracted from the Communist arse11als. 

In the north in I CTZ the Marine bases al Gio Linh and 
Con T hien began to receive heavy artillery a nd mortar at­
tacks. These attacks were to reach a p eak during September 
before a nswering Marine and Army artillery plus Air Force 
bombers were to lift the siege from the DMZ bases. 

On Sep tember 3 the presidential elections were held after 
a 'stormy campaign . Many doubts were raised about the 
conduct of the campaign, but when the s moke had cleared 
on election day, both Vietnamese and American observers 
declared it fair and impartial. About 83 percent of th e voters 
turned out, the slate of Nguyen Van T hieu a nd guyen Cao 
Ky for president and vice president respectively receiving 
the voters' approval . The voting also chose an upper house 
for the new government. All the voters had been warned 
by the Vie l Cong that there would he trouble if the people 
wen t to the polling places. Several s ites were struck by 
terrorist attacks, but the people were not deterred. 

New operations during the month included: Task Force 
Oregon's Wheeler in I CTZ accounting for nearly 2,000 enemy 

41 

killed ; the Mobile Riverine Force's Operation Coronado V 
in the delta which cost the enemy 330 dead; Operation Bolling 
conducted by the 173rd Airborne Brigade and elements of the 
1st Cavalry Division; and the 1st Infantry Division's Opera­
tion Shenandoah II in Binh Duong Province which took 
956 enemy lives and 100 of his weapons. 

Secretary of Defense l\foN amara announced in Washington 
D.C. that a barrier would be constructed along the sout hern 
edge of the DMZ to slow the infiltration of North Vietnamese 
across the zone into the northern provinces. 

In Nha Trang a sat chel charge exploded in the Nept une 
NCO Club killing one civilian employee and wounding several 
civilian and military personnel. Terrorists struck the Re­
public of China Embassy in the capital with explosives and 
sniper fire. Extensive damage was done to t he building 
and many casualties resulted. 

At the 9th Division',s base camp at Bear Cat, Thailand's 
Queen Cobra Regiment settled into their new home and 
readied themselves for future operations. 

AMERICAL DIVISION FORMED 
And at Chu Lai Task Force Oregon was redesignated t he 

America! Division, becoming the only named division on 
active duty in the U.S. Army. The original Americal had 
been organized in the South Pacific, now the blue patch with 
the white stars of the Southern Cross was to be seen in the 
Pacific area once m ore. 

Russia made a late September announcement that prom· 
ised no res t for war-weary Southeast Asia when it was r e­
leased that a new military assistan ce agreement had been 
signed by the U.S.S.R. and North Vietnam whereby the 
Russians would furnish " airplanes, antiaircraft and rocket 
equipment, artillery and small arms ammunition and other 
military equipment. .. " 

Early in October t he Vietnamese National Assembly val­
idated the election results. T his was followed by the in­
stallation of the 60 newly elected members of the upper 
house of the government . Later in the month the lower 
house elections were held with 73 percent of the electorate 
turning out to complete the last round of elections. On 
the last day of the month the inaugauration ceremonies 
were conducted in downtown Saigon. The new president, 
Ng~yen Van Thieu, raised his right hand before a crowd, 
estimated at 50,000 persons, to repeat the oath of office. In 
the front of the National Assembly Building diplomats from 
22 foreign nations, including Vice President Hubert H. 
Humphrey, then watch ed Ngu yen Cao Ky take the oath as 
vice president. 

Following the inaugauration a parade of civic and military 

What the Viet Cong knock down the engineers 
build up, bigger and better. Photo by Capt. 
Charles Beres-USAECV(P) . 



forces marched lo celebralc lhe South Vietnamese -alional 
Day . Flags of seven nalions, rcpresenling the Free World 
Assislance forces in Vielnam, led the march order. The 
l wo-hour parade featured ARY'\ uni Ls of all types, floals 
depicting· progress under lhc R evolutiona ry D evelopment 
Program and ARV aircraft buzzing overhead. 

In the I CTZ Army force!> were increased as lhe 3rd Brigade 
of the l s l Cavalry joined the Americal Division. Tl1c 
Brigade immcclialcly began Operation 'Wallowa, which was 
later comb;ncd w ilh Amcrical's Operation \l;Tbceler. 

HUEYCOBRA ARRIVES 
October also saw the inlroduclion of a helicopter especially 

designed for ground supporl-Lhc HueyCobra. This gunship 
with ad"\ a need weapons sys t ems, slim silhouelle and high 
8pced and manucYerability b egan combal operations in 1st 
A \'ia lion Brigade units. 

The 4 lh l nfanlry Di' i"ion s larled Operation MacArlhur 
in Pleiku Pro\'ince and the 7th Squadron , 17th Cavalry 
joined lhe Ivymcn in the Central Highlands during lhe month. 
Also lhe 3rd Battalion, 503rd Airborne Infantry arrived al 
Qui hon t o further increase U.S. s lrenglh in Vielnam. 

Communis t ac li vily included a ::'forth Vietnam Army reg­
iment's attack on an ARY regiment at Song Be with lhc 

orth Vietnamese coming oul on the shorl end of the balllc. 
A RVN losses were only 10 killed Lo the Communists' 130. 

VC DEFEATED AT LOC NINH 
At Loe _ inh, near the Cambodian border, two battalions 

A HueyCobra gunship 
introduced in October 
1967 flies alongside an 
older UH-10 The chin 
tu rret is directed toward 
its target by t he pi lot 
turning his head. Photo 
by 1st Aviation Br igade-
10 . 

of lhe 273rd VC Regiment attacked the perimeter where 
CIDG and ARVN troops were loclgecl. The Viet Cong broke 
through the perimeter and entered the v illage. The 1st 
Baualion, 18th Infantry was one of the first of the 1st 
Infantry Division units rushed Lo help push the enemy force 
from the area. This was accomplished after difficult s treet 
fighting and digging the enemy out of the perimeter bunkers 
they ha d occupied. When the ARV:\', Special Forces and 
l sL Divis ion troops finally forced the enemy to break contact, 
other troops of the 18th Infantry were waiting as a blocking 
force Lo cut them down. 

The enemy retrealed lo a rubber planta tion five miles 
south of the Cambodian border to avoid air s lrikes and 
artillery that harassed their move Lo high ground. On the 
third clay of the baule the enemy began to return the 
artillery fire. Air s trikes soon reduced the VC's fire. 

Fighting broke out again when the Viet Cong a ttacked 
across the landing strip a t the dis trict headquarters. This 
was broken up, but not before the VC had tried Lo scale the 
walls of the outpost. E n emy forces made sporadic attempts 
to get back into Loe -inh, but they were met by American 
and ARV - patrols that hounded lhcm until they wi thdrew 

The slim silhouette makes the HueyCobra a 
tough target to hit from the ground. Its pods 
can deliver devastating firepower in support of 
ground troops. Photo by 1st Aviation Brigade-IQ. 
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from the area, losing over 1,000 men killed rn the overall 
action. 

LARGEST WEAPONS CACHE 
UNCOVERED .. 

Thirty miles east of Saigon in Phuoc Tuy Province, Com­
pany B, 2nd Battalion, 47 th Infantry and Company B, 3rd 
Squadron, 5th Cavalry were searching the area during the 
9th Division's Operation Akron III. A concrete slab with 
wire hinges and handles was discovered. When it was 
opened, the troops found an entrance to a tunnel complete 
with s teps cut into the side. Upon examination a large 
supply of weapons, ammunition and medical supplies were 
found. Further tunnel discoveries were made in the immedi­
ate area. :\1ore arms, ammunition and supplies were uncov­
ered as each tunnel was searched. The list of equipment 
brought out grew to tremendous size and included such 
weapons as 75mm pack howitzers and .50 caliber machine­
guns. 

Final count made this find the largest ever discovered. 
Besides other ty pes of equipment and medical supplies, 
there were l , 140 weapons of all types, 95,000 rounds of small 
arms ammunition, 3,634 grenades and 452 mortar rounds. 
Many of the weapons were still packed in grease, cosmoline 
and plastic. 

November b egan quietly with the 9th Infantry Division 
units s tarting Operation Coronado IX and joining with the 
l ltl1 Armored Cavalry, Australian and Vietnamese troops 

Part of the largest weapons 
cache ever found. Two Viet 
Cong antiaircraft .50 caliber 
machineguns are in the 
foreground. Tota l count of 
weapons is 1, 140 of all 
types. Photo by Sp4 John 
Olson-Stars and Stripes. 
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in Operation Santa Fe I in the delta. Vietnamese )farin es 
joined the 9th in Coronado IX after the exercise began, 
causing the 502nd Local Force BaLLalion to slowly get ground 
up in the operation 65 miles southwes t of Saigon. 

BIGGEST BATTLE TAKES SHAPE 
However, in the Centra l Highlands the rumblings of the 

bigges t battle of the war were resounding in the hills around 
Dak To. For several weeks intelligence reports showed 
increased enemy activity in the vicinity of Dak To, astride 
the natural infiltration route along Route 312 north of Pleiku 
and close to the Laotian-Cambodian border. The town is 
normally garrisoned by ARV • troops and elements of a 
U.S. Special Forces-trained Civilian Irregular D efense Group. 

'1;' hen it became apparent the enemy was preparing bat­
tlefield positions for an assault on the town, the 4th In­
fantry Division's 1s t Brigade was deployed into the area. Two 
companies from the 3rd Battalion, 12th Infantry made initial 
contact with a s trong -orth Vietnamese Army force. The 
hill soon resounded to the sounds of the battle which grew 
in ferocity. The .NV A Regulars pinned the Americans down. 
The 3rd Battalion commander called in air support agains t 
positions as tride the steep hill. Artillery and mortar fire 
combined with the bombs to s tem the enemy fire. Morning 
reconn patrols found the enemy so well entrenched h e was 
barely hurt by th e tremendous pounding. It was apparent 
the enemy was not going to give up easily or melt away into 
the jungle. 

Additional American and South Vietnamese troops were 
called in to reinforce those presently locked in combat. The 



l 73rd Airborne Brigade and laler elemenls oft he l sl Cavalry 
were brought in lo a ss isl lhe 4lh Di vi~ion troops. Bes ides 
arlillery and helicopter gunship fire supporl , C-47 Dragon­
ships and gianl B-52 bombers flew supporting missions for 
the ground lroops. Arlillery and air~lrikes pounded the 
hiUs for hourb before infantry assaults on the enemy posilions. 
The soldiers found the enemy s till capable of delivering 
murderous fire lo slow lheir advance. Ca~ualties mourllcd 
'on both sides, but gradually lhe ~VA lroo1ls were forced 
back toward the Cambodian border and sancluary. One of 
lhe bloodiesl battles was fought for Hil l 875. The remnants 
of the 24th, 32nd, 66th and I 74th VA Regiments stood and 
fought off American and ARV soldiers for four days in the 
area. When Thanksgiving Day arrived, A1\1ericans had 
claimed the hilltop and their turkey dinner was served them 
amidst the shattered bunkers and trees. 

The enemy had paid a terrible price for lhe Dak To battle. 
His known losses were 1,641 men killed : how many more 
had been killed or seriously wounded and dragged from lhe 
baule area would be impossible to eslimat e. H e had been 
subjected to fantas tic bombardments during the 26 days 
of battle. Almost 138,000 rounds of artillery had been fired; 
1,101 Army helicopter gunship sorties were flown agains t 
him, combined with 1,869 Air Force sorties and 32 slrikes 
by B-52 bombers. Many hills looked like jumbled piles of 

huge match sticks and splinters as great trees had been felled 
by the haule. 

The battle was the la rgest in the war to date- exceeding 
the Ia Orang Valley baule of 1966 a nd lhe Loe inh baule 
of the precceding monlh. 

Olhcr 'lovembcr action: the enemy's shelling of the base 
camp of the 2nd Brigade of lhe 25lh Division and division 
base camp at Cu Chi , plus the s tart of Operation Slrike/ 
Unirlntown in Bien Hoa Province b y the 199th Light In­
fantry Brigade. T he operation wab to account for 100 enemy 
l osses. 

WAR DOES NOT STOP TURKEY 

Despit c battles raging from th e North Lo the South of 
this war-torn nation, the l s t Logis lical Command delivered 
57,000 whole turkeys and 325 tons of boneless lurkey m eat 
plus a ll lhe fix ings of lhe traditional Thanksgiving feast. 
The impressive figures included 28 Lons of cranberry sauce, 
15 tons of nuls, eight Lons of candy, 11 of olives, a nd 33 of 
fruil cake. Grateful troops paused ·in battle to give lhanks 

' to God for lheir bless ings and enjoy lhe bounty of a free 
nalion. 

The new "Three C Concept" of speeding supplies to the 
user was in troduced during the monlh. The Cs s tand for 

A trooper from the 173rd Airborne Brigade ca lls for a medic to aid his wounded 
buddy during fighting on Hill 882 near Oak To. Photo by Sp5 Gordon 
Gahan-USARV. 
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one conlaincr, one cus tomer a nd one commodity . The 
operation begins al a factory where a truck trai ler i;, loaded 
with, for example, wrapon;,. The trailer is then scaled and 
driven lo porl "hn<' I h<· trailer is placed on a ship for the 
voyage to Vietnam. IlNc it is unloaded at Cam Hanh 
Ilay and d Pli Hrccl , s till scaled , Lo the using combat unit. 
The ;,ysLNn virtually eliminates pi lferage and ;,peed the 
vita l s uppli<'s to uni I" in lc;,s Lime. Once unloaded the em pty 
35-foot Lrai l<-r is re turned Io port for another round trip. 

DAK SON TERROR 

Y l'ar <'nd sa w one of the mos t a l rocious terror allacks in 
\li('[na m',., hloody hi ~.iory. In lh(' \i llage of Dak Son, 
popu lalC'd hy a bout 2,000 Monlagnanls who had fl ed from 
VC-rontroll('d areas lo avoid being used as forced labor, 
l\\o bal I al ions of Communi~ t s tru ck on Dece mber 5, in a 
re\ enw· all a(' k. The vc Reg ulars quickl y pushr d the local 
clefrn;.c force into a small area, then rampaged up a nd d own 
I he hamlet s l re-cl" ;,y>.Lc•malically burning down more than 
half t he 150 t hal ch eel homes. \Vi th fla me I hrowcrs a nil 
grc n acl <'~ the Communis ts ><laughtercd people in their prim­
itive home;, and bunker". Seven out of every I 0 of the 
252 'ic-1 ims were either woman or children , ;.ome burned 
beyond re-cognition. An u.nknown number of men we re 
kidnapped an rl Ice] away b y the 300- mc ml.ier Communis t 
for<'C. 

At Saigo n th e Co ns titu ent Assembl y clisbandcd as it;, 
aetivit i e~ were comple ted . The newly elected Nalional 
Legislative Asse mhly eonvenccl Lo h r~g in fun el ioning as t he 
:lawmakers und C'r the new Constitution . 

Nc-w lroops conlinuc<l to arrive in th e country in D ecem ­
ber, mo~tly from the lOhL Airborn e Div ision. The 3rd 
ll riga<le a rr i,·e<l a l llien Hoa on December 8; the <'O mmand 
group on Decc-mbcr 13; a ncl the 2nd Ilri garlc, fivc days later 
Lo co mple te the hug<' airlift by irianl C- 14) S t a rliflc rs from 
Fort Camplwll, Kl'ntu C' ky, to South Virtnarn. 

J u!>t before Chri,.,tmas the l lth Light Infantry Briga <le 

A lone woman sits in the debris of her town 
following the Viet Cong terror attack on Oak Son 
where 252 Montagnards were slaughtered by 
flame throwers and hand grenades. Thirty 
thatched huts once stood on this site. Photo 
by JUSPAO. 
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Trailers are stacked high on the deck of a Sea 
Land transport ship that is ready to unload at 
Cam Ranh Bay Port . Photo by Cam Ranh Bay 
Support Command-10 . 

comple ted its mov('rnrnt from Schoefield Barracks, Hawaii, 
to join the America! Di viHion at Chu Lai. The 11th brought 
the total U.S. troop streng th in-country to a point higher 
than that committed Lo the Korean \Var. 

The Communis ts agairt showed their disdain for truces 
b y viola ting both the Chris tmas a nd New Years Lruee periods . 
Th e Chrislmas truce was marred by 40 major incidents and 
Lhc 1'\ew Years by 63 major and 107 minor incidents, closing 
out the year on a dismal note. 



January 1968 

Prelude To Attack 
The year 1968 opened with a s trange quiet because of 

the New Y cars Truce. Only isolated g rc>Ups of less than 
squad-sized VC units were in volved in a ny fire fights. Army 
units found ~cveral rice caches. A company from the I 73rd 
Airborne Brigade's 503rd In fa ntry found one caclH' o f 
sligh tly over 1,000 pounds hidden in bushc~ near its perimeter . 

The truce was no sooner ended than l he VC mortared and 
then attempted Lo over run the base cam p of the 3rd Brigade, 
25th Infantry Division i11 Ta) l\T inh Provinel'. Shortly before 
midnight 0 11 ew Years Oay human wa\ C allacks from three 
i-ides ;. truck t he base's perimeter. The attacks broke off 
before the morning of J a nu ary 2. The d l'fenders d iscovered 
34,7 bodies ~t rcwn a bout thr dcfcn,;ivc ar<'a. The allaekcrs 
had been lwat rn back with e\cry ty pe of weapon from ha nd 
grenade~ to h owitzers aud helicopter gunships. lL wa~ 
later determined that the allackers were from two baual­
ions of the 27 l st and 272 nd VC Hegimenll'. 

Action ebewhcre picked up. In the north both the Ameri­
ca ! a nd l :> l Cavalry Divisions reported increased con tact wi th 
the insurgents. In th e highla nds t he 4 th Divi~ ion made 
contact with guerrillas ucar Plciku and Dak To, and th<• 
l Ol s t Airborne Divis ion troops disco\ creel sc\ era! VC tunnel 
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complexes wes t of Cu Chi in III CTZ. 
During the next few days heavy contacts were made in 

the Americal's Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area of action 
in southern I CTZ a nd a long t he Saigon River, 15 miles north­
northwcst of Saigon, in the 25th Di .. is ion's Operation Yel­
lowstone area. 

On January 7, a new $500,000 Phu Bai Dial Central Office 
was opcne1l Lo provide a 1,000-lin c exchange for i\1 a rinc and 
Army clements in the area. The l ;, t Signal Brigade project, 
12 miles south of Hue, was lo be of great value in the next 
month because of it~ ;. tra tegic location. 

PROVINCE CAPITAL HIT 

T he nex t day a gu!'rrilla force made a t error allaek on 
Hau ghia's province capital of Bao T ri during the early 
morning hour:;. In three hours, fo llowing a mor tar and 
rocket barrage, t he VC penetrat ed Lo the center of the town. 
V ietna mese National Police, R egiona l Forces, a nd American 
Army advisors broke the allack at the market p lace. One 
puli<'eman , alone al his po~ L, wa~ credited with ki ll ing five 
insurgent s with hand grenades. 

Two ballalions of the ARV · 49th Regiment rui-hcd lo the 
aid of the defender~ of the city. B y dawn 20 enemy bodies 
lay in a row in the center of town and four enemy susp ects 
were clf'lained. Amf'rican casualties were three kill ed and 15 
wounded. The Vietnamese police a nd R egional Forces 
caMialtics were described as light; however, the cos t lo the 
ci' ilian populace wa~ ~evere. E ighty civi lians were wounded 
and ] 50 families Wl're homeless from the surpri~e assault , 
the firs t ground auack on Bao Tri ir1 over a year. 

Heavy action continued through the next week centered 
in the Americal's bat1 lc area of southern I CTZ and the 25 th 's 
area of operation northwest of Saigo n. ' '[any o ther units 
reported enemy ac tiv ity of resupplying and recent ly vacated 
lunneb and bunkers. Throughout the country the com­
plexes were discovcd, b11l there were only sporadic contacts. 

The Vung Chua Mountain signal site, located 
near Qui Nhon is a major communications relay 
link between the northern and southern com­
mands of United States Army, Vietnam. Photo 
by 1st Signal Brigade-10. 



Thr 9Lh Division launched sweep opcralions 25 miles soulh­
we 1>L of Saigon againsl a reporlc<l buildup of enem y forces; 
however, only light enemy conlacl was made. 

Through the monlh large and small e nemy rice caches 
were di::,covcrcd from one end of the counlry lo Lhe olher. 
And in Lhc norlh _ orlh Vielnamc1>c Army forces were build ­
ing up in t he 'iciniLy of the Marine ba1>c at Khe Sanh. 
The slratrg ic ba~e ~ ils as lride the main infilLralion route 
Lhal ,.;kirL;, Lhr DMZ and funnel !> insurgcnls loward Quang 

gai City and Hue. Army arlillery from Camp Carroll , 
unit~ of t hr 108th Arlillcry Group, were firing conslanl 
supporl for lhc bas tion, 18 miles away. 

Hier and wrapons caches turned up in re porls 110 regularly 
t ha L ~old irrs "ere always on the alert for ~ ign~ of caches. 
Thr mo;,L unu~ual eaplurc was made by lhe I) th Armored 
Ca' airy near l hr Cambodian border, 70 miles norlh of 
Saigon. A orth Viclnamese Regular was ;,polled carrying 
60-pound hags of rice on a bicycle. H e tri ed Lo out-pedal 
an ArmorC'd Ca' airy Assault Vehicle (ACAV), but he was 
no mat C'h for Lhc ACAV's speed. H e told of r>edalling six 
hours lo thei r ca mp with the rice and l wo hours back. The 
Black Ho.rsC' troops ended lhe NVA i,oldier's ri ce smuggling 
days. 

Sporadic action conlinucd lhrough lhe lhird week of 
J anuary wilh s mall C'ngagemenls reporled and many more 
caches being turnrd U(l. On several occasions ba~e camps 

The 1st Logistical Command 
and USARV headquarters 
buildings at Long Binh Post 
form a geometric pattern in 
what a year ear lier was jungle. 
Photo by Sp4James Lynch-
1 st Log. Cmd. 
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INNOCENT OR ... ? Sam­
pans are one of the 
main means of transpor­
tation and commerce in 
V ietnam. And they are 
also the means of Com­
munist delivery of large· 
quantities of arms and 
ammunition . Sampans 
make a placid setting on 
the waterways of the cap­
ita I city of Saigon. Pho­
tos by SSgt. Robert 
Peterson, USARV-10. 

were morlarcd wi lh harass ing fire, but none caused anything 
but light damage at bctit. The 1s t Cavalry Division did 
run across a11 enemy force est imated al two battalions near 
Bong Son in llinh Dinh Province. The 1s t Battalion, 50th 
Infantry was moving into the area when a lon e enemy soldier 
was sighted. When the armored vehicles moved into an 
allacking posilion, h eavy resis tance was met. Gunships 
and airstrikes were called in and a blocking force moved in 
on the other side of thl' C'nemy. After a day of fightin g l 28 
enemy lay dead on the field of battle. The cavalry lost 
four men. 

[n the closing week of January gunship crews from the 
13th Combat Aviation Battalion spoued large sampan flotil­
las 31 miles southwest of Saigon in Dinh Tuong Province. 
Thirty-one of the sa mpans were su nk. Other crews r eporled 
sinking 51 sampans in their delta operations in support of 
ARVN infantry aclion in IV CTZ. Enemy sampan activity 
seemed to have suclde11l y increased as gunships reported 
sinking 4 7 more of the boa ls the next day. 

The Viet Cong attacked the town of Trang Bang, 28 miles 
northwest of Saigon, atte mpting to overrun the dis trict 
headquarters. In typical VC fashion the insurgents struck 
from three sides with recoilless rifle and rocket fire at the 
building. The Vie t Cong soldiers were caught in a crossfire 
from a Popular Forces bunker across the s treet when they 
assaulted. One guerrilla did cross the barbed wire, but 



Febru_ary 1968 

The Attacks: The War~ 

Military police­
men lead away a 
Viet Cong who 
was captured in 
the immediate vi­
cinity of the A ­
merican Embassy 
during the Com­
munist's ear ly 
morning attack 
on January 31st. 
Corporal George 
Moyer (left), and 
Sp4 James M . 
Singer, both of 
the 527th Milita­
ry Police Compa­
ny, were rushed 
to the Embassy 
to assist guards 
in repelling the 
attack. Photo by 
Sp5 Donald A . 
Hirst, HAC-10. 



t lll*I 
r Reaches The Cities 

was gunned down before reaching the building. Six enemy 
soldiers were killed in the fighting, as were a policeman and 
woman. Thirty-five civilians including 16 women and eight 
children, were victims of wounds from the attack. The 
enemy was forced Lo withdraw from the town without ever 
achieving their objective. 

For the ncxl two days action was very sporadic. Although 
weapons and food caches continued to be turned up by search­
ing troops, enemy contact was rare. The planned 36-hour 
Tet Truce was approaching. In I CTZ the Communists 
were so severe a threat the entire truce period was cancelled 
there. • orth Vietnamese troops wrre closing in on three 
sides of the '1arinc base al Khe Sanh and it was receiving 
h eavy shellings daily from heavy artillery and rocket posi­
tions in the surrounding hills. 

FAMILIES GATHER FOR TET 
I 

Across the rest of the nation civilia ns and military were 
planning family reunions and celebrations for the three-day 
holiday starting the las t day of the month. Already fire 
crackers were being shot off in happy anticipation of the 
Buddhis t New Y car. Tct, being a time of family gatherings, 
made movement of large amounts of people p ossible witl1out 
susp1c1011. This was exactly what the Communist guerrillas 
needed. During the days preceding Tel large numbers of 
insurgents moved into the major cities of the country. 

Arms and ammuni tion were smuggled in inside produce 
and materials carried on trucks and in sampans. They 
were then smuggled to cemeteries inside coffins in mock fun­
erals. Even the fl ower pots were used to hide magazines 
of ammunition and ha nd grenades. By evening of January 
30, mos t cemeteries in the major cities were VC arsenals. 

FIRST ATTACK : NHA TRANG 

The firs t of the Tet attacks occurred al 'ha Trang al l: 15 
a.m. on January 30. The assault was apparently aimed at 
the U.S. )tilitary Assis tance Compound in downtown ha 
Trang. That night the attacks Look place in 27 province 
capitals of the 44 in the Republic. The U.S. Embassy was 
one the first objectives in Saigon. Strikes were also made 
at Da ~'fang, Hue, Quang Tri, Qui N hon, An Khe, Pleiku, 
Kontum, Dalal, Ban Me Thuol, Hoi An, Tuy Hoa, Bien 
Hoa, My T ho, Tan Phu Trung, Hoc Mon , Tay Ninh, Ben 
T re and Soc T rang. Military airbases were also prime targets. 
Hit were airfields at Da Nang, Chu Lai , Tan Son N hut, 
Bien Hoa, Pleiku and Tuy Hoa. Major military inst a l­
lations were also subject Lo ground and mortar a nd rocke t 
attacks, including the huge ammunition dump and the II 

49 

Field Force Headquarters at Long Binh. 
Many of the cities overrun were quickly cleared of the 

guerrillas within 24 hours; however, several cities still con­
tained the enemy longer. These included Saigon, Hue 
and a few other scattered locations, such as Dalat. 

ATTACKS ANGER PEOPLE 

The Communists had hoped to rouse the people to a 
popular upris ing with the attacks. The l'iV A and VC troops 
had been told the people would greet them with open arms. 
Nothing of the sort occurred. In fact, b y viola ting the sacred 
family celebration ofTet by bombing, burning and disrupting 
city life, and by executing civilians, the Communists angered 
the people. Slow rage grew in the populace because of the 
devastation. Later when a call to arms came from President 
Thieu for the drafting of 18- and 19-ycar olds, many volunte­
ers were immediately waiting in line to join the RVN military 
forces. 

U.S. EMBASSY SURVIVES ASSAULT 

In Saigon 19 Viet Cong blasted a hole in the compound 
wall of the U.S. E mbassy at about 3 a.m. on the last day 
in January. Although several attempts were made Lo 
penetrate the embassy, it was not entered by the terrorists. 
The thick cherry wood door at the main entrance Look a 
rocket grenade hit and s tood fas t . Insurgents entering the 
compound through the shattered wall and by scaling the 
rear wall were gunned down in a 6t -hour battle with 
Marine guards reinforced by military police from H eadquar­
ters Area Command's 716th MP Ballalion. To insure no 
VC had entered the embassy proper , a helicopter full of 1 Olst 
Airborne paratroop ers were landed on the r oof to cautiousl y 
search the building from the top down. No guerrillas were 
found. The las t insurgent died in a civilian aide's quarters 
in the rear of the compound, finished off by the civilian 
himself with a pis tol thrown to him by the MPs. 

The attackers attempted to enter the Independence 
Palace grounds, but were driven into an uncompleted hotel 
where they held out for two days. Other gu errillas &,truck 
military and government installations all over the Saigon­
Cholon-Tan Son Nhut area. The MACV compound was 
s truck by sniper bullets and the sprawling Tan Son K hut 
Airbase was invaded by about 700 guerrillas . Tropic 
Lightning troops of the 25th Infantry Division were called 
to help 'drive the enemy out of the base. Other American 
and ARVN soldiers supported by helicopter gunships were 
rushed to the city. 

Communis t political cadre paraded the streets in an 



allem p l Lo rally Lite people Lo a~sist t hem; Lhey found few 
laker ,.,. 

Through oul I he cou ntry s uperior firc·po" er and logi,Lic,., 
lurncd tlH' tidl' againsl Lhc Comm unis t ;. rather dramatica lly. 
T he b l Ca Hllr) in I he nor I h ~ccurcd Quang Tri, 4 Lh Di' i' ion 
Lroop,., ha d ~ccurcd Pleih.u and Konlu111 a nd s o iL wenl Lo th<' 
sou1l1 "hl'r•· 9 1li Divi-ion Lroop" freed My T h o from Lhe VC. 
Through a ll 1hc fight ing the oft c riti cized AR\:1\ Lroops 
di,.,played fanta~.iie hnHery, a long s id(• tlwir '\mcrican 
('O r111l crpa rt s or alone . T hey (HO\ Cd Lhal Lhis is t li1·ir co untry 
and Lht>y an· wi lling lo figh t for it. 

The fi1·r<·1·111•ss of th e fig hlirrg wa~ alle~led Lo Ly Lhe C'a,ual­
ty figur('s. ln three d ays the Communis t dea th toll was 
t>s l i rnat ed a l ov1·r I 0,000. So me :~,000 s uspe<'ls wt' r (· b('ing 
d('la irll'd . So11t Ii Vi elnarnesr· lw,,.,e, reac hed 632 kill{'d a nd 
1.588 \\Ourrd1•d . A rrwrica n dealh' were 28 l and 1.19:> 
"oun1l rd. OtlH·r l"re1· \Vorld Force,., l1»l 34 men. Al ka;, t 
3.000 r i' ilian ,., di1·d and anothe r 350.000 were rnad(' hom('lcss. 

D1•, tru1·tio11 of property wa,., high a lso. In P leiku. 50 
per<'\' Ill of Lhe ho nw" wc·rc d r·' t royed b~- the fi g hLing. But 
the worH ca la"Lrophe ;. truek Hue. which wa~ c·o mplelel )' 
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lakc n over by the Conununisl~ for se' ('ra l days. By the 
limr t he fighting to rclakr lht• C'i l) "a" co mplc Led near the 
rnd of February, 80 pe reen l uf Lhe cit y wa' de<troyed in­
cluding many irrrplaceable art Lrra~urrs of Lhe Cit a del, Lhe 
home of V ielnarn's king;, man y y1·a rs ago. 

FrC'e World Force" quid.ly mo' C'd Lo ltloek off e~eaping 
Communis l soldie rs on Lh(' oul "kirts of c il ie, and Lo deslrov 
~ucrri lla mortar a ud roc ket {'r('"" haras.,i11g rni liLary ins taf­
lal ions. 

Afler 10 days from the firs t aLLacb tlH· brunt of Commu­
ni s t cfforl wa~ broken evcrywhert' r-.:ce pl in IT uc where I he 
Is l Ca\'alrv Di,·ision bloeketl ad ditional orlh Vi1• tname'e 
fron1 trying Lo r einforce the insur~l' nl s i11 thr ci ry, wh o were 
s lowly being dug oul bloc:.k Ly hlo<'k Ly Marine and A RV 
forces. 

h wa;, fra rcd i11 many quarters a ~eeo11d \\a\'C' of allaek~ 
would Lake pla\'I' Ly mid -mouth. \ ' i1•l11ame'<' and American 
fore('s conduc led swet>ps in the vil'i n ity oflarw· f·iti1•' Lo hrcak 
up the po<.~ ibility. One delta city "as atta1·kl'd , Bae Lie u. 
but the invade r;, wrre turned Lac k by AR \ ' r soldier~ in a 
day-long bau le. · 



In the Saigon-Bien Hoa area, the 25th, and 9th Divisions, 
coupled with the ] 99th Light Infantry Brigade and 11th 
Armored Cavalry, clash ed with Viet Cong guerrillas frequent­
ly. The decisive artillery and gunship supporting fires 
caused the Communis t death toll to mount at an incredible 
rate. During early portions of the Tet attacks the only 
available aerial gun support was provided by the 1st Aviation 
Brigade and 1st Cavalry gunships, because of the attacks 
on all major airbases. 

82ND AIRBORNE ARRIVES 
By mid-month President Johnson decided to speed 10,500 

more U.S. troops to Vietnam. The firs t major unit to answcf' 
t he call was the 3rd Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division. The 
brigade was rapidly deployed to the I CTZ to alleviate pressure 
on Marine forces which were liberating Hue and facing an 
estimated four to five North Vietnamese Divisions already 
in the corps zone. 

On February 18, the second wave of attacks was launched 
by the Communis ts. This time they were not as severe a s 
the initial attacks as no major ground assaults were launched. 
All attacks were basically mortar and rocket barrages. 
Nearly every military installation hit al Tel was struck again, 
including the ammunition dump at Long Binh and the air­
fields at Tan Son Nhut and Bien Hoa. Sixteen provincial 
capitals were also shelled. 

On the next day a huge 122mm rocket struck the civilian 
passenger terminal at Tan Son Nhut kiJling one and seriously 
wounding 21 military personnel, most of whom were prepar­
ing to return to the United States after the completion of 
their tour here. 

Heavy fighting broke out on Saigon's northern p erimeter 
as the Viet Cong bombarded Tan Son Nhut and General 

Westmoreland's headquarters again. The Aviation Brigade 
gunships reported s inking sampans attempting to resupply 
Communist forces surrounding Saigon. Enemy antiaircraft 
guns were located 2t miles south of the Tan Son Nhut 
airbase. 

During the last week in February t he attacks on Tan Son 
Nhut and Bie n Hoa began to taper off. The Marine and 
ARYN t roops were digging the last enemy soldiers out of 
Hue. Throughout the countryside reconstruction was 
beginning. Curfews were still in effect, but the people were 
getting back to work. Prices in the major cities were slowly 
returning to normal. 

The cost Lo both sides of the Tet attacks was heavy. U.S. 
losses were 2,371 killed during the period of slightly over 30 
days. Also 11,664 were wounded with some 5,500 being 
returned to duty without hospitalization. One hundred 
fifty-five soldiers were· reported missing in action. The 
enemy paid even more dearly for thl'ir attempts to take over 
the country . For the same period the enemy los t an estima­
ted 25,000 soldiers killed. (No statis tics are kept on enemy 
wounded.) They lost over 16,000 weapons and a half million 
rounds of ammuniton. They also los t their biggest bid to 
win the war. 

To the soldiers of the United States Army, Vietnam, there 
was much work left to b e done. New sand bag emplacements 
were strengthening defenses at base camps. More operations 
would be conducted. But we had withs tood the enemy's 
best effort and won. Our Vietnamese comrades-in-arms 
had fought well and bravely with us. A new respect had 
grown through the blood letting that had occurred. The 
living would continue the struggle, the dead and severely 
wounded were done fighting, but the Republic of Vietnam 
is still free. 

Infantrymen trudge 
by the smouldering 
ruins in Kontum 
after ridding the 
city of Viet Cong 
attackers. The 4th 
Infantry Division 
soldiers from the 
1st Battalion, 22nd 
Infantry appear 
amazed by the 
havoc. Photo by 
Sp4 Jim Doyle-4th 
INF-10. 

~Their homes destroyed by the Viet Cong attack on Saigon, 
Vietnamese citizens search through the rubble for salvable 
material with which to rebuild. Photo by JUSPAO. 

51 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMANDING GENERAL 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 9637!5 

DCG1 S RETURNEE MESSAGE 

Your tour in Vietnam is now behind you. It has b een a y e ar of hard 
fighting- -certainly a p e riod in which the Ame rican soldier has per­
formed in the best traditions of the US Army. You may leave this 
land of Vietnam--the jungles, mountains, and coastal plains--with 
that inner satisfaction of know ing you have s e rved the cause of free 
men everywhere . The R e public of Vietnam and, indeed, our own 
nation, ar e greatly in your d ebt for your efforts. 

Now you are going home to r e j o in your family and fri ends. They are 
proud of you and are anxiously a waiting your r eturn . With you goes a 
world of knowle dge and impressions based on the experie nce s you 
have had in Vietnam. Your frie nds, neighbors, and the people with 
whom you will work will look to you as an a uthority on what is 
happening in the Republic of Vietnam. This magazine, a history of 
this country and the y ear you spe nt h e r e , may h e lp you to tell your 
story. 

I commend you and thank you for the j ob y o u have done in Vietnam. My 
warmest wishes for success in what lie s b efore you. 

~~JR. 
Lieutenant G e n e ral, US Army 
D e puty Commanding G en e ral 



Front Corer : From the highlands to the delta the soldiers of 
l S 1R T hare sen·ed. 
They man the ~wis along the f)lfZ and unload 
boats on the coast. 
The cover is symbolic of service in the Republic 
<~( ~ 'ietnam. 
The title, TO [ R 365, signifies the normal tour 
<~/' one year. 365 days. 

/Jack Cm·er : 1 n memory of the soldiers of LS 4R i , who hal'e 
gii•en their !ires here. 
The) were our buddies, our Jriends a11d our 
comrades-in-arms. 
They shall not be forgotlen. Their memory u•ill 
lii·e forerer. 

Cam Ranh Bay 
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