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Your tour of duty with the United States Army, Vietnam, is ended.
May your trip home and reunion with family and friends be the
pleasant, happy occasion you have anticipated. You go home with
my best wishes.

As veterans of this war, you can now look back with perspective on
your experiences and know the trying and difficult tasks inherent in
fighting to protect the freedom of peace-loving people against Com-
munist invaders. You know of the local Viet Cong terrorists who
kill and maim their own neighbors, and appreciate the terror and
destruction they spread. Having served here, you understand better
than many of our countrymen the meaning of aggression against South
Vietnam.

You have fought beside soldiers of the Armed Forces of the Republic
of Vietnam and many other nations in a common struggle. You have
been more than just a combat ally to the South Vietnamese soldier,
Many of you have worked with his people in hamlet improvement and
pacification programs and been looked upon as a teacher and builder,
as well as a fighter.

People at hormme will want to hear your story of the war. Tell it. Whether
you served in a combat or combat support role, part of your story is re-
flected in the pages of this magazine. I hope this publication will serve
to assist you.

I extend my sincere appreciation for your help in accomplishing our task
in Vietnam, and my thanks for a job well done. Good luck in the future.

+
w. C. WESTMORELAND
General, United States Army
Commanding
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The loss of South Vietnam would set in motion
a crumbling process that could, as it progressed,
have grave consequences for us and for freedom.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower
1959

... the United States is determined to help Vietnam
preserve its independence, protect its people against
Communist assassins, and build a better life through
economic growth.

President John F. Kennedy
1961

The central issue of the conflict there is the ag-
gression by North Vietnam against the brave and
independent people of South Vietnam. If that ag-
gression Is stopped, the people and government
of South Vietnam will be free to settle their own
future—and get on with the great tasks of national
development.

Prestdent Lyndon B. Johnson
1965
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To understand thoreughly the war it is best to understand
first Vietnwm's past. The Vietnamese people have been
waging a struggle for independence for nearly 2,000 years.

\[lt r eenduries of Chinese domination. the invaders were

driven from the Red River Delta in 938 A.D. at the battle of

Bach Dang.  Attempts to retake the area were repelled.
and e 916, though by no means out of danger from the
Chinese. the lirst independent Vietnam became a realits.

With the n'.\'('t'pliun of a 20-vear interlude of Chinese

15th (ullln‘\ Victnam remained
independent for the next 900 vears,

The Ly Dynasty. established in 1009, was the firsl great
Vietnamese dyvnastv. and after an interval of confusion.

ushered in a period of population growth, cultural deyelop-

reoceupation in the ecarly

went. Leeritorial expansion. prosperity and stabilitv.  The
Ly ralers gave the governmment the form it retained until

the Freneh conquest in the 19th Century.

The role of emperor became all-important, e was at
once the father of the nation-family. the absolute temporal
maonarch in whom all power of state resided and finallyv, the
religions head of the realin and intermediary between it and
heaven,  The work of admini<tering the country was carried
an by the civil bureaveracy—the =o-called mandarinate.

In mid-13th Ce niury the armies of Kublai Khan sought
to invade Dai-Vier. ax Vietnam was called then. Three
time they were repelled. 1he tast time in 1287 under General
Tran ][umr Dao.

The \ulu(um-.st' only

enjoved  their independence by

Vietnam
In

etrospect

realizing that their survival depended on their relationship
with (lmm Knowing their own weakness and making the
appropriate gestures Lo the Chinese. the Vietnamese were
allowed to enjoy the maximum degree of independence, but
always ax a tributary state to China.

THE EUROPEAN INFLUENCE

The Furopean wave reached Vietnam in 1335 with the
arrival in Da Nang Bay of the Portuguese Captain Antonio
de Faria.  For a century the Portuguese dominated Kuropean
commeree 1 Vietnam, Cnnfrunling a strongly organized
state power and a sophisticated officialdom, they could not
impose their will on the Vietnamese. as they had the West
Indians.

The first Catholic missionaries entered Vietnam in the 16th
Century and with the halt in trade,
the only
officials had their misgivings abour the new religion.

thev remained almost
Luropeans in the country. Confucian-oriented
They
suspected it as the forerunner of conquest, and they feared
the effect upon the traditional order which had heen the
foundation of the state for centuries.

Mizsionary activities soon spread, despite a loosely enforced
ban, (hrhtmnn\ was embraced by a subsrantial portion
of the ¥ietnamese population over the Yeurs,

THE FRENCH ARRIVE

Toward the middle of the 191h Century, pressure was

The cathedral at Tay Ninh is the Holy See of the Cao Dai church,

founded in 1928,
the major religions of Vietnam.

Cao Daism,

1s a blend of Buddhism, Confucianism and Christianity,

Photo by JUSPAO.
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mounting e influential Prench quarters for positive action
1o e=tabli=I a |)u-i|in|| in Vietnam., This pressure resulted
from an CHN Y of the power otheer |‘l|lrn]u‘;lll nations were
extablishing in Asia and o desire 1o protect the nussionaries
wlho were. at limes. ln‘i[l;_f ]N’I'.‘-’l't'llll‘d.

In 18538 the Frenel caprured the ity of Da Nang. In
Julv 4861 thes 1ok Saigon. The next June the Vietnamese,
court at Huae ceded H';li"nn and the ;u]jall't'nl area to the
Freneh and wereed to pay an indemnity. By 1867 the west-
ern part of the <outhern delia was amnexed. and 1he area
known as Cochin China (the extreme soutliern portion of
Victonam) wa- under Frenel control,

For the nexy 3 v the Freoneh consolidated their control
over Indochina, or swhat Im];l} i~ North and South Vietnam.
Laos. and Cambadia.

The basie political ~truetare of Freneh Indochinag was
completed by 10000 Fach of Victnam™s three regions were
II!.]II!' ‘-Ill‘ll(llll\ ili![ll]ll;_’[l lJil‘il‘ IHI]iI'-\ Ilt‘['i"\il’ll‘ WA
made i Pari-,

The cinperor and the mandarinate renmained tn both eentral
aml north Vietnam: Coechin China was admiviztered direetly
by the Frenehe The old strueture of goveroment renined.
but it was a front for all major decisions were made by Freneh
authorities,

Frenele rale was detrimental 1o Vietnamese socicty and
cubture. Tt demoralized the cmperors and  mandarinate.
temding 1o turn thene into self=~cehers and yes men.

Freneh coloniali-in al-o had profound  ecconomie efleets
(P20} (I]l' l"‘(‘_‘illll. I.Hl'l‘_'l' ‘1'“!(' ilf_i[’l‘l'”.ll“"{ll '(l“(] rlllilll'l> ||li1l||il-
Hon= ~oon appeared: ab=entee owner=hip srew. Prosperous
Victname~e moved inta the cities. and more and more of the
Land so= nilledl il_\ [n';l.s:lnt- whio did not awn (. |.;l|‘;_"l'-.-1'al|1'
canal =v=toms were due i the Mekony Delta o exploit rice
production. By ocarly 2t0h Century the Freneh had managed
1o produoce a rice <urplus. Bot the sworst abuses of absentee
owner=hip had also deseloped.

Furopean ideas and culinre permeated the country. espee-
wadhy among the mandarin classe-. Bul Western 1Thought
(1|-n ~1 Illllll‘lll b another oy crnen l— N jetnarmese ||;1[|nl|(1||>lr|.

THE RISE OF NATIONALISM

Farlv in the 20th Century nationalist movements hegan
II Iil\li('[l ||||l|‘l||\ q]l”ll”" ll'l)l]ll ||||lll|([ll(ll‘ \llll]ll|]|]?‘
4|l|l|‘[ rende || ~eerel sor ll ||( - |]| e ]')'H l]. I’ll[ o= were l']l'.\t'].\
nrganized and had noowell-delined political objectives,

The leader=hip of the clandestine nationali=t mos cient

in Vietnam was eventually taken over by the Tndochinese
Commnunixt Party (Dong Duong Cong San Dang). Formed
in Hong Kong in 193000t united several existing independent
Communist groups under Lhe leadership of Nguven Al Quoe

- NJater known as Ho Chi Minh,

JAPANESE OCCUPATION (1940—1945)

W hen Franee fell to Germany in June of 19000 the Viehy
Government aceeded to the demands of the Japanese. Exent-
uallv all of French Tndochina came under Japanese control,
The French administration was permitted 1o remain intaet,
and wany lucrative agreements were made between wealthy
French interest= in Vietnanr and the oceupving lorees,

Ho Chi Minh, in the meantime. had beeame the leading
national political figure in Vietnam,  To broaden the social
amd political base r;f it= activities, las party adopted a polies
of collaboration with all non-Connnunist nationali<is.  The
waiied front organization was known as the Vietnam In-
dependence League (Vier Nam Doe Lap Dong Minh). or the
Vet Minh,

One of the first actions of the Viet Minh was to form guerrit-
la hands under the direction of Vo Nguven Giap. to operate
in Mietnamese lerritory against the Japanese and Freneh.
Although Ho was jaited in 19110 the activities of the Viet
Minhi continuesl. Working in nattonalist guize. Ho Chi
Minh effectively strengthened the organization of Conumunist
cells lhmu"[mul Vietnam.,

in \u;.rw-l 1945 Emperor Bao Daio fearing the French
would return once the Japanese collapsed. alulicated his
throne and handed over power 1o Ho Chi Minh, In Sepr-
tewber of that yvear Freuch troops were onee again in Vietnam,

For a vear Ho conduceted negotiations \nlh the French
incan effort Lo assure some form of inde pendence for Vietnam.
But the Freneh demands were so unaceeptable that by
December 1946, the Viet Minh deeided thar 1he only hu:\
to achieve an independent Vietaam was threugh a war of
liberation.

The stern faces of wvictor and vanguished are
shown in this photo, taken shortly after the
fall of Dien Bien Phu. The French commander
1s turning over his garrison to the representative
of the Viet Minh.




The Geneva conference opens in April, 1954, Negotiations on Indo-China began May 8, the
participants including Communist China, Laos, Cambodia, South Vietham and North Vietnam.

For the next eight years the Frenel battled the nationalists.
The Vietnamese people solfered greatly, but in the end the
French were defeated. On May 7. 1954, the French army
was decisively defeated at Dien Bien Phu.

THE GENEVA CONFERENCE

The day after the battle of Dien Bien Phu the Geneva
Conference turned its attention to the French-Tndochina
War. The conference had been called by the Big Four to
dizcu=z the Korean and Indochina problems.

The agreement reached for Vietnam fixed a provisional
demarcation line roughly along the 17th parallel and provided
for the total evacuation of French military forees, as well
as the removal of Viet Minh forees from the South.  Freedom
of moyvement belween the two sections was guaranlvﬂl for
300 dav=.  An Imternational Control Commission was formed
Lo supersize the truee agreements, its members coming from

Canada. India, and Poland.,  Finally a provision was made

for the holding of general elections throughout Vietnam in
July 1950.

Ho Chi Minh never acceded to this agreement, [t was
meonceivable 1o him that Vietnam should be divided.

The Freach proceeded 10 hand over the controls and ad-
ministration to the non-Communist Vietnamese, {orming the
Siate of Vietnam, with it= capital in Salgon.  In Hanot o
began the total communization of the nation nortll of the
17th parallel.  Later he was to turu his attention southward.

Despite the cease-fire agreement. a well-organized Viet
Minh underground was deliberately left behind in the Sourh.
This underground network formed the nucleus of subsequent
Communist insurgeney originated in Hanoi and  directed
against the Saigon regime.

Vietnam was left divided: the South had a pro-Western
government struggling to establish a non-Communist society
and in the North, Ho Chi Miuh busily was organizing a
Communist slate which would be the base for the realization
of his ultimate dream of a unified Communist Vietnam,
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an Engineer constructing an artillery
firing site..

tIs A Sol

He is an Infantryman or MP

on patrol...

a helicopter crew member. ..
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or he humps supplies from

depot to the field...

asks you, "Are you working?'...

or patches you up

to keep you rolling.




1954-1967

Years Of Trial-Ye

The Geneva Accords of 1954 resulted in the ercation of a
North and South Vietnam. Although the United States
was nol -igllillclr_\‘ to the Accords, our Fovernment worked
quietly behind the scenes,
rroundwork for the South East
Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) was being laid. In
September the treaty was signed in Manila.  South Vietnam
was included in the trealy a “[Irnlm'cﬂ state” with the
.~i;_'||ulnril"-i hl?t‘.('iri('il“_\' ill'l'l‘lllill;_[ the u|n|iga|linn_ if asked
by the Government of South Vietnam. to take action in

At this same time the

response to armed attack against South Vietnam and 1o
consult on appropriate measures if South Vietnam were sub-
jected to subversive activities,

In late 1954 President Eisenhower instituted economic
aidd for the new country. Thus began active American
interest in South Vietnam.

To understand the events following we must look at the
developmerit of North Vietnam: the rise of the Viet Cong

President Ngo Dinh Diem

Ho Chi Minh

and their assistance from the North: and the increased eco-
nomic and military aid to the South furnished by the United
States.

North Vietnam under Ho Chi Minh began an immediate
cons=olidation of forces, Many Communists moved north
of the 17th parallel—an estimated 90.000-—while thousands
of carcfully selected party members were ordered 1o remain
behind.  They were told 1o hide their weapons and wait
for the call.

Hanoi presumed the South would fall under their control
by subversion, and force would not be necessary.  When
the South became more and more prosperous, in spite of
Communist penetration of Seuth Vielnamese government
ageneies and attempls at agitation and propaganda, it came
as a shock to the Communists.

Agitators and agents were being exposed for what they
were, causing morale to drop in the Communist organization
and many defections 1o acoeur. To worsen maltters, the
North per capita food output dropped by 10 percent, as the
South’s improved by 20 percent. Authorities in the North
admitting openly that food production goals were not
being reached.

waoer

Despite North Vietnam’s vastly larger industrial complex,
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the South’s per capita gross national product was more than
50 percent higher—S$110 per person versus 870 per person
in the North (1960 estimate). The North’s failures coupled
with the South’s successes caused a major revision in overall
strategy. Armed forces would have to be employed to take
over the South!

TERRORISM BEGINS

j By 1958 the plan was obvious. Terrorism increased ap-
preciably. The so-called wealthy peasant, school teachers
and administrative officials were favorite targets of attack.
In 1959 the pace of terrorism accelerated. and recruiting

e i e ——

1 for the Viet Cong was stepped up.
Communist propaganda tried to exploit the confusion by
1 stating the South was falling apart and was unable to protect
its people.  Even up to 1960 the entire campaign to take

SOUTH CHINA JEA

over South Vietnam was completely under the direction of
the North. [ F ] TN

Not until December 20, 1960, did the National Liberation | . ' DEMILITARIZED
Front appear. At that time the Front issued a manifesto : ‘ _ ZONE
announcing its foundation and program. It called for the ‘
overthrow of the disguised colonial regime of the United
States imperialists and the dictatorial Diem Administration,

Communist propaganda tried to establish that the acts of
terror were from popular discontent with Ngo Dinh Diem and
his palace regime. It insisted the Viet Cong received its
weapons from captured American and French sources.

Elaborate precautions were taken to prevent discovery
of North Vietnamese support of the southern Communist
organization. Reliable sources estimate 40,000 trained

military personnel infiltrated from North to South Vietnam NN ; o ;
{ through Laos in the five-year period of 1959-1964. AR .. o R SoUTH

! o PR W
HO CHI MINH TRAIL A S FN VIETVAM

When an infiltrator arrives at the Laotian border his North
Vietnamese Army uniform is exchanged fora Lao “neutralist™
uniform. He must give up all personal effects of an in-
criminating nature. A local guide takes him halfway to the
first of a series of way stations along the infamous Ho Chi
Minh Trail. There he is met by the next guide until the
process has led the infiltrator onto South Vietnamese soil,

Here he receives a set of black civilian pajama-like clothes,
two unmarked uniforms, rubber sandals, a sweater, a ham-
mock, mosquito netting and waterproof sheeting. After
being issued a 3-5 day supply of food and medicines, he is
assigned to a unit for operation.

The other infiltration route of this period was by sea,




Agents departed from ports just north of the 17th parallel
with false identity paper of innocent-looking fishing vessels.
This route has since become too risky with improved patrol-
ling by the South Vietnamese with U.S. Navy assistance.
The Geneva Accords had called for a general election in
1956 to unite the two parts of Vietnam, In that year the
South Vietnamese Government under Diem rejected the
possibility of a free election. The North protested loudly.
but without sincerity. After the Geneva Accords a high
North Vietnamese official, Pham Van Dong, was asked who
he thought would win such an election. He replied, “You
know as well as I do that there won’t be any elections.”

CLASSIC STRUGGLE

Hanoi was determined to militarily conquer the South
with classic guerrilla tactics. The plan called for the three-
phased warfare outlined in Mao Tse-Tung’s early writings.
One, the enemy is harassed and weakened by guerrilla tactics.

Two, he is engaged in mobile warfare by units up to battalion
size. And finally, in all-out warfare by regular forces, the
ultimate victory is won.

Phase one of the battle occurred from 1954 to roughly 1960.
During this period the United States had first assisted the
Diem Government with economic aid and, with ratification
of the SEATO treaty in the U.S. Senate in early 1955, had
added military advisors to assist the country’s military and
police forces.

Other countries of FEurope and Asia and the Americas
had economically helped the fledgling South. U.S. aid total
roughly $1.5 hillion between 1954 and 1961. But the inroads
of Viet Cong subversion and terror were slowly weakening the
country.

In 1960 the guerrilla warfare intensified and by 1961 had
reached a point of open warfare. By now the Viet Cong were
reinforced by practically the entire 325th North Vietnamese
Regular Army Division. Communist arms and equipment
had standardized the supply system of the Viet Cong.

Troops from a South Vietnamese Division guard Viet Cong prisoners

captured during a sweep of a hamlet.

U.S. Army photo.
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Meanwhile the American ad-
visory had grown to approxi-
mately 700 men by 1961. It
became apparent more assis-
tance was needed to meet the
expanded Communist military
threat.

In that year President Ken-
nedy made the decision to
increase America’s commitment
to South Vietnam by increasing
the number of advisers and by
adding pilots and supporting
military personnel. The Pres-
ident felt he could not abandon
Vietnam without wundesirable
consequences throughout Asia
and the world.

The decision was made. South
Vietnam would not be aban-
doned. The United States
would assist in stopping the
spread of Communism in South-
east Asia. In the next three
years more decisions would be
made. Decisions that would
prove America, indeed, was not
allowing a “Red wave” to roll

over Asia. A decision that

would lead to your tour of 365
days in Vietnam.

A defiant hard core Viet Cong soldier stares at the
camera as ARVN rangers prepare to take him back
for interrogation. U.S. Army photo.




Along Vietnam’s coast are serene hamlets and great beauty.
Above is a hamlet north of Nha Trang and right is the
statue of Buddha on a hill overlooking the city and harbor
of Nha Trang. Right photo by Sp5 Gordon Gahan, top
photo by SSgt Robert Peterson—USARYV.
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1967-1964

In 1961 South Vietnam was in serious danger of being
overrun by Communist forces. Approximately 65 percent
of the country was completely or partially in Viet Cong
control.

Warfare was leaving the terrorist stage, although terror
was still used as a psychological weapon against the people,
and was now entering into the stage of small unit attacks
on strategic hamlets and lightly defended villages. Terror
attacks in Saigon and other cities were becoming more com-
monplace.

The Communist party in South Vietnam, called the People’s
Revolutionary Party (PRP), claimed nearly 100,000 members.
The PRP overtly asserted it was ““the vanguard of the Nation-
al Liberation Front (NLF), the soul of the NLF.”

Although denying official ties with Hanoi, Peking or
Moscow, bevond the ““fraternal ties of Communism,” Radio
Hanoi announced the PRP’s formation on January 18,
1962,

Vo Chi Cong

Born in 1921 in Quang Nam province, Vo Chi
Cong joined the Communist revolutionaries in
his teens. He is one of the major founders of
the National Liberation Front (NLF) and probably
a key figure in the People’s Revolutionary Party,
yet he is an unknown. The world only hears
Ho Chi Minh speaking for the North Vietnamese
and the NLF.

The
Darkest
Era

Claims were being made that the NLF was the true govern-
mént of South Vietnam. In the countryside, the PRP and
its military arm, the Viet Cong, were extracting taxes from
the peasants, forcefully impressing thousands into their
military and requiring families to provide food, elothing
and shelter for them. Whole villages were often required
to build bunker and trench systems for guerrillas.

Goodwill delegates from the PRP were sent to 30 Asian
and African nations and semi-official diplomatic relations
were established with eight Communist countries and three
non-Communist governments. (The legatees traveled on
North Vietnamese passports and used northern currency,
although they claimed to represent the South Vietnamese
people.)

The situation was becoming eritical in South Vietnam,
The Diem Government asked for increased U.S. assistance
in October 1961. The American government responded
immediately.

Tran Nam Trung

Like Party Chairman Vo, Tran is a militant
revolutionary. Born in North Vietnam in 1913,
a former officer in the North Vietnamese Army,
he now is secretary general of the party that
claims to represent the South Vietnamese
people, the People’s Revolutionary Party.




Helicopters returning from lifting ARVN soldiers

Advisors were increased. Supply personnel and helicopter
units were also sent to assist the struggling nation. A small
logistical team arrived in December 1961, followed by two
Army Aviation companies. The entire group numbered less
than 500 men.

The first aviation. company, the 57th Transportation
Company (Light Helicopter), to arrive was put into operation
immediately. Ten days after arrival the unit’s Shawnee
helicopters were flying Army of the Republic of Vietnam
(ARVN) troops into combat.

The 57th was quickly followed by the 8th Transportation
Company. Both units were later redesignated; the 57th
became the 120th Aviation Company and the 8th was re-
named the 117th Aviation Company.

The remaining new troops were assigned directly to ARVN
units or the U.S. Army Support Group, Vietnam, the fore-
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into battle during the early months of 1963.

runner of the United States Army, Vietnam.

Each ARVN Corps had attached to it-U.S. Army advisory
teams of officers and noncommissioned officers. They
brought their specialized knowledge in aviation, logistics,
planning, ordnance, medical services, communications,
artillery and use of paramilitary forces to assist in the battle.

Advisory teams and detachments were dispatched down
to battalion level. The arrival of the first elements of the
5th Special Forces Group in 1962 saw special warfare
detachments assigned to remote or primitive areas to teach
Montagnards and similar groups how to defend themselves.

Despite American assistance, the terror attacks were taking
an appalling number of casualties. During 1959 through
1964 about 20,000 South Vietnamese military had heen
killed, over 12,000 captured and 35,000 wounded.

On the civilian scene equally shocking devastation was




During 1963 alone 17,710 civilian casualties
This figure

taking place.
resulted from Communist terrorist activities,
breaks down as follows:

Assassinated
Civilian population ...............cooiiin 1,558
Local governmental officials........................... 415
Civil servants qooinvimsnsinsmindiaanii 100
Bijiied  conasenirmmssrrm s s e 8,375
Kidnapped ivaismnsivammmsasiisiivaisin i 7,262

Between January 1, 1961, and August 10, 1964, 181 Amer-
icans gave their lives in combat along side of the Vietnamese
troops. Over 900 were wounded during the same period.

The situation militarily was gradually growing more serious,
In November 1963 the political scene was disrupted by the
overthrow of the South Vietnamese government and the
death of President Diem. Almost two years of political
unrest and turmoil followed before the crisis would be re-
solved.

The Viet Cong increased their attacks on the people.
Refugees flowed into the cities in ever increasing numbers.
Saigon’s population increased spectacularly. With the
refugees were Communist agents. Terror attacks became
more frequent within the capital itself.

Emboldened by their success the North Vietnamese attack-

The Vietnam People’s Army is a true child
of the people. The people, in return, give
it unsparing affection and support. Therein
lies the inexhaustible source of its power.
—General Vo Nguyen Giap, Commanding
General, Viet Minh Forces.

Every Communist must grasp the truth,
/' Political power grows out of the barrel
of a gun.” —Mao Tse-Tung, Chairman,
Chinese Communist Party.

Savage VC terror attacks
N kill and maim innocent
Vietnamese civilians.
Here, an Army sergeant
helps a child badly
wounded in a Saigon

attack. U.S. Army photo.
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The U.S.S. Maddox was
attacked twice off the coast
of North Vietnam provoking
the Tonkin Resolution and
large-scale American assist-
ance to South Vietnam. U.S.
Navy Photo.

ed the Tth Fleet in the Tonkin Gulf. On August 2 and
4, 1964, U.S. destroyers were attacked in international
waters off the Vietnamese ¢oast by North Vietnamese
lllr])('dn boats.

No longer were the North Vietnamese denying their sup-
port of the Viet Cong. It was apparent the screen of “*eivil
war’’ was being cast aside. The North smelled victory and,
flushed with success, was striking out in all directions.

The attack in the Tonkin Gulf proved to be a major blunder
on the part of Ho Chi Minh’s forces. America was quick
to react to the attack. President Johnson asked for and re-
ceived from Congress approval to use all means available to
assist and defeat the invasion of South Vietnam.

The August 7 resolution reads:

The United States regards as vital to its national
interest and to world peace the maintenance of
international peace and security in Southeast
Asia. Consonant with the Constitution of the United
States and the Charter of the United Nations and in
accordance with its obligations under Southeast Asia
Collective Defense Treaty, the United States is,
therefore, prepared, as the President determines, to
take all necessary steps, including the use of armed
foree, to assist any member or protocol state of the
Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty requesting
assistance in defense of its freedom.

Preparations were made in the United States for the
buildup of U.S. forces in South Vietnam. It was apparent
that to reverse the Communist threat ground combat troops
would have to be deployed to Vietnam. The only question
remaining was what unit would be first?

Thus, with new aggression met by resolve, the darkest
era of South Vietnam’s history drew to a close. America,
joined by other SEATO countries, would respond to South
Vietnam’s call for assistance.

President Lyndon B. Johnson requested and
received permission from Congress to use
armed force in the protection of Southeast
Asia. Photo by Sp4 Billy McBride—U. S. Army.
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1965

The Buildup Begins

United States involvement in Svuth Vietnam was sharply
increased during 1965, Other Free World Forces joined the
U.5.in the commitment of ground combat troops.  Australia,
New Zealand and Korea responded with the United States
during the year in answer to the challenge of Communist
agpression,

The South Vietnamese Army and the Communists were
naw engaging in battalion and larger force actions. The
complexion of the warfare had developed from guerrilla
warfare and terrorism to large unit actions on the part of the
Viet Cong, reinforced by the North Vietnamese Regular Army
units.  Oecasional guerrilla actions oecurred from time to
time and terror still played a prominent part in the Viet Cong
strategy.

On February 7. the Vier Cong attacked a U.8. compound
al Pleihu and Camp Holloway nearbv. Later that same
day U.5. aircralt struck the Dong Hai military barracks
just north of the 17th parallel in North Vietnam. Americans
were now definitely a Communist target and America was
bombing North Vietnam for the first time.

With the war intensifving, President Johnson ordered
immnediate evacuation of all 1.5, itependents in Vietnam.
His concern for their safety was warranted, for two days
later the VC blew up a hotel in Qui Nhon that was used for
housing American enlisted men, Twenty-three died in the
attack and 2I were injured. Fourteen Vietnamese were
al=o injured from the attack.

The Viet Cong suffered a serious loss in February also.
A supply ship attempting to smuggle 80 tons of arms and
ammunition was sunk at Vung Ro Bay.

By mid-March Air Forece and Navy aircraft were striking
regularly at Communizt targets in North and South Vietnam.
March also saw the first ground offensive unit from the United
States arrive. It was the 3rd Battalion, 9th Marines of the
3rd Marine Division.

Little significant ground action took place during the two
months of Mareh and April: however. terror attacks on the
Americans continued. A car filled with explosives was driven
next lo the LS. Embassy in Saigon, When the explosives
were detonated a few moments later two Americans and 11
Vietnamese lost their lives.  There were 113 injured by Lhe
explosion,

While killing and maiming scores of eivilians, the Com-
munizts were keeping a steady barrage of propaganda
flowing into the international press decrving the American
bhombing of North Vietnam, claiming hundreds of eivilians
were becoming carualties from American raids,

In May U.S. forces began to buildup in earnest. The
Army’s 173nd Airborne Brigade was landed in-country and
immediately  wenl intoe tactical operations around Bien
Hoa. Thev were followed by additional Marines and Seabees
landing at Chu T.ai in the I Corps Tactical Zone,
(T CTZ).

The buildup continued in June with the arrival of Austra-
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The old US. Embassy in downtown Saigon
stands with many of its windows blown out
after a car filled with explosives was detonated

beside it. Thirteen died in the vicious enemy
attack. Photo by U.S. Army Photo Detachment.
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A buildup in American forces in South Vietnam means more supplies and equipment.

is lined with ships unloading cargo.

. lia’s first combat troops, the 1s1 Battalion. Royal Australian
Regiment. U.S, combat engineers arrived in force to begin
the construction of a deep-draft port and airfield at Cam
Ranh Bav. The port was needed to ease the congestion of
supply ships at Saigon Port,

During this time the VG had been active. A week-long
battle around Quang Ngai City resulted in about 500 ARVYN
casualties, A four-day battle at Dong Xoai. 535 miles north-
east of Saigon. resulied in 6530 friendly casualties. A bomb
was exploded in Tan Son Nhut civilian air terminal injuring
46 persons.

Another terrorist incident vceurred at the My Canh floating
restaurant in the Saigon River. Two clavmore mines cost
44 persons their lives and injured 81 others.

A multi-battalion attack ou Due Hoa proved the Com-
munists were settling into conventional warfare in an attempt
for complete victorv in 1965, They thought thev could
overcome the Free World and South Vietnamese Forces
before the buildup could be accomplished.

BUILDUP CONTINUES

Yer Amertcan troops continued to arrive.  In July the
2nd Brigade, Tst Infantry Division and elements of the 1st
Logistical Command added to the strength of military forces
in the southern portion of the countrv. Two Marine bat-
talions bolstered force= in the northern provinees.

Communist forees were increasing on a large =cale also,
The North Vietnamese Army’s {NVA) 101st Regiment was
definitely identified as being in South Vietnam and the $8th
and 951h NV A Regiments were also believed to be completely
within South Vietnam’s borders,

In the central section of the country a tactical headquarters
was placed al Nha Trang to control new units arriving in the
IT CTZ. Originallv  designated Task Force Alpha, the

headquarters later hecame [ Field Force, Vietnam (I FFV).
The new airmobile divisien, the lst Cavalry., was moved
into An Khe while the 173rd Airborne Brigade protected the
arrival with Operation Gibraltar in the immediate viecinity.
The September vperation resulted in 226 VC killed in three
davs,

A regimental force of Viet Cong attacked the Phu Co

Saigon Port

Saigon Support Command photo.

outpost near Qui Nhon and before the battle was complete,
ARVN troops took a staggering toll of the attackers. Seven
hundred VC died in the encounter.

KOREA CONTRIBUTES DIVISION

Another Free World Force entered Vietnam in October.
The Republic of Korea sent its Capitol Division into South
Vietnam to help aid a country invaded from the north by
Communists as Korea was a decade and a half earlier.
During the same period the remaining elements of the Ist
Infantry Division arrived.

Bv November the 1st Cavalry was into action. The pre-
lude to the largest-seale action of the war took place during
the first 12 days of the month when the Cavalry tangled with
a large force west of Plei Me. At the same time the 173rd
Airborne battled VC units in War Zone D 30 miles north-
east of Saigon. The two engagements resulted in over 600
enemy dead and nearly 200 captured,

IA DRANG VALLEY

To the west of Plei Me Communist forces were moving into
the Ia Drang Valley intent on colliding with the 1st Cavalry
and winning a victory over their “green” troops. The
encmy met the drd Brigade of the Cavalry and stood and
fought. rather than melt into the jungle after initial contact.
When the smoke of battle cleared 1.238 enemy soldiers had
died while only one-fifth that number of Amcericans were
killed. The **green™ troops and the airmobile concept had
proven themselves,

The Communistis had suffered a <hattering defeat against
the Americans in the Ta Drang Vallev. but thm overran an
ARVXN unit at the \I:chelm Plantation in Binh Duong
Province inflicting heavy casuvalties on the South Vietnamese,
The VC also u)untvrul with terror by detonating a truck
laden with explosives at the }letropnle Bachelor Enlisted
Quarters in Saigon. Fight Americans were killed and 137
injured as a result of the attack,

Before the vear closed the 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry
Division d(pln\(’d from Hawail to \1elnam. This brought
the total strength of U.S. and Free World Military Forces in
Vietnam to 181,000 from a beginning figure of 24,000 men—




an increase ot over seven times. Meanwhile enemy forces
had increased from 103,000 at the beginning of the vear to
an estimated 230,000, or a little over double.

The vear had seen U.S. troops penetrate into areas Com-
munists had controlled for vears. With the aid of saturation
bombings bv B-32 hombers, the 1965 monsoon offensive the
VC had predicted was little more than a small splash. Super-
ior firepower, rapid artillery and air power response, coupled
with the helicopter’s fantastic mobiility, were proving that the
Communists’ attempt to wrap up the war bv 1966 was not
going to matenalize,

On the diplomatic scene Hanoi scorned America’s peace
overture of a 37-day pause in air strikes over North Vietnam.
On the Saigon political front the governmental turmoil was
eliminated bv the emergence of a military National Lcader-
ship Council taking over. The Air Force Commander,
Brigadier General Nguyen Cao Kv. became premier,bringing
long-needed calm to the government.
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I CORPS

-J_ PROVINCES

: AND

l CAPITALS

{

! 1 QUANG TRI, Quang Tri
2 THUA THIEN, Hue

“ 3 QUANG NAM. Da Nang. Hoi An I CORPS
4 QUANG TIN, Tem Kv
5 QUANG NGAI, Quang Ngai
6 KOXNTUM. Kontum
7 BINH DINH. Bong Son. Qui Nhen 31 LONG AN. Tan An f"‘
8 PLEIKU, Pleiku 32 HA TIEN. Ha Tien v
9 PHU BON. Hau Bon 33 AN GIANG. Long Xuven
10 PHU YEN. Song Cau. Tuy Hoa 34 VINH LONG, Vinh Long 1
11 DARLAG-: Ban Me Thout 35 DINH TUONG, My Tho f
12 K\\\” H”:\, Hha Trang 36 "\”\ H”:\. Tl’u(‘ (}1:3.[];{ i
13 QUANG DUC, Gia Nghia 37 GO CONG, Kien Hoa
14 DALAT, Tuven Due 38 PHONG DINH, Can Tho )
15 NINH THUAN. Phan Rang 39 VINH BINH. Phu Vinh
16 PHUOC LONG, Phuoc Binh 40 CHUONG THIEN, Vi Thanh
17 LAM DONG, Bao Loc, Di Linh 41 BA XUYEN. Kanh Hung
18  BINH THUAN. Phan Thiet 42 BAC LIEU, Bac Lieu ?
19 BINH LONG. An Loc 43 AN XUYEN. Quang Quang Long
20 PHUOC THANH. Phuoe Vinh 44 PHU QUOC. Duong Dong
21 LONG KHANH, Xuan Loc 45 GIA DINH. Saigon

22 BINH THLY, Ham Tan
23 TAY NINH. Tay Ninh

24 BINH DUONG.  Phu Cuong
25 BIEN HOA. Bien Hoa

26 PHUOC TUI. Baria [ CORPS
27 HAU NGHIA. Khien Cuong

28 CHAU DOC. Chau Doc

29 KIEN PHONG, Cao Lanh

30 KIEN TUONG, Moc Hoa 45

CAPITAL ZONE
IV CORPS

LEGEND

— CORPS BOUNDARIES
---------- PROVINCE BOUNDARIES
& LOCATION, PROVINCE CAPITALS
® NATIONAL CAPITAL
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The presidential inaugural ceremonies at the
National Assembly building in Saigon included
the oath-taking ceremonies of President Nguyen
Van Thieu and Vice President Nguyen Cao Ky,
speeches, and a parade celebrating both the
inaugural and National Day. Photos by JUSPAO.
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The Counter-Offensive

The vear 1966 was characterized by a major change in
conditions in South Vietnam, militarily, politically and
diplomatically. ¥or the first time Free World Military
Forces (FWMF) of Vietnamese, American, Australian and
Korean troops were actively entering Viet Cong strongholds,
breaking the enemy’s stranglehold on the people, He was
losing his rice, ammunition and weapons caches, and his
predicted monsoon offensive was broken up. The FWMF
were beginning the first phase of the counter-offensive.

The diplomatic scene was one of harmony with several
high-level meetings taking place during the year to smooth
out strategy and paolicy for the year.

Politically the year saw some of the worst disorders of the
new government’s history. Armed forces were used on
oceasion to prevent anarchy. The turmoil was resolved by
reform and resulted in much good for the Vietnamese people.

VC SANCTUARIES CRACKED

Thuring January the 173rd Airborne Brigade and the 1s1
Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment launched a seven-day
sweep into an area near the Cambodian border in seach of two
VC battalions. The penetration of the one-time sanctuary
resulted in over 400 enemy deaths.

The 25th Infantry Divizion teamed up with the 173rd and
Australians to uncover an enemy headquarters complex with
extenzive tunnel systems. TIn the new operalion large
quantities of weapons and ammunition were captured.

Korean troops began an operation in Binh 1)inh Province
that was to result in 250 enemy killed.

In the past VC tax collectors had bled off large percentages
of the riee harvest. The 10ist Airborne’s st Brigade and
Korean Marines were senl into Phu Yen Provinee to secure
the rice harvest. V(C taxation of the 30,000-ton crop was
prevented.

Prior to Tet’s 84-hour truce the YU were busy atlacking
targets ranging from the airfield at Da Nang, a Special Forces
camp, and a Civilian Irregular Defense Group {CIDG) out-
post to exploding a claymore mine outside the main gate
of Tan Son Nhut. They detonated two charges at a U.S.
BEQ in Dalat, the Yo Khia New Life Hamlet was attacked
and USAID representative Douglas Ramsey was kidnapped
in other action.

The truce itself was marred by over 100 violations by the
Yiet Cong.

Later the 1st Cavalry combined forces with Vielnamese
and Korean units for a 42-day operation near Bong Son that
resulted in nearly 2,400 enemy dead.

OPERATIONS HURT CHARLIE

Military action in the next two months took a heavy toll

" of the enemy’s ranks and base camps. The 1st Infantry

Division’s Operation Rolling Stone took 150 VC. The
101s1’s Operation Harrison for area security in Phu Yen
Provinece, the 3rd Brigade, 25th Division’s Operation Gar-
field in Darlac Provinece, and the combined force in the Song
Be River operation all turned vp enemy camps, weapons and
ammunition.

At Bien Hoa 1II Field Force, Vietnam, was activated to
control 1.8, forees in the I'T1 Corps Tactical Zone.

The VC retaliated with an attack on the Cavalry’s base
camp al An Khe, resulting in seven deaths on each side.
The supply ship 88 Paloma was sprayed with machinegun
and 57mm recoilless fire southeast of Nha Be as it entered
the river system to Saigon. The ship was heavily damaged,
but arrived at Satgon Port under its own power.

CHIEU HOI PROGRAM SUCCESSFUL
A program designed to bring the Yiet Cong back to the

FIRE!... A gun crew
of Battery A, 319th
Artillery, fires a
105mm  howitzer
in support of the
173d  Airborne
Brigade’s Operation
Crimp. Photo by
Sgt. Barnie Mungi-
boyat-b93rd Pic-
torial Plat.




The front of the Victoria Hotel in Saigon after
a VC terrorist attack. Photo by Sfc. K.C.
Uchima.

government, called the Chieu Hoi (Open Arms) Program,
met with spectacular success in March with a reeord selling
2,336 Hoi Chanhs (returnees) in the 31-day period.

With the increase of troops in the Saigon area it was
necessary to activate Headquarters Area Command (HACQ)
to provide support functions for all services in the capital
city environs. The Ist Signal Brigade was also activated in
early April.

HACs first chore was te increase seeurity of Saigon’s
installations to protect against terrorist attack. The ex-
plosion of approximately 450 pounds of explosives at the
Victoria BOQ, extensively damaging the first three floors and
killing «ix and injuring 116, demonstrated the need for
additional guards and security precautions,

$ BUILDUP CONTINUES

The buildup of forces continued with the arrival of the
LS5 Corpus Christi Bay at Cam Ranh Bay to provide a
floating maintenance facility for Army helicopters, and the
Royal Australian Task Force entered the country.

As mid-year approached, the threatened VO monsoon
offensive was blunted by several operations.  Ome found Lhe
Ist Divizion penetrating deep into War Zone C near Tay Ninh.
No friendly troops had heen in the area for five years. Large
quantities of supplies were captured.  Tn Pleiku Province

along the Cambodian horder ARV N and 25th Division troops
wiped vut 546 of the enemy.
In ITI CTZ a sweep through Binh Tong Provinee by the

11t

lst Division and 5th ARVN Division cost the Viet Cong 855
men in a little over a month, Tn Kentum Province the 101st
and ARVN units uccounted for 531 more enemy killed.  This
action was near a city to become famous 18 months later—
Dak To.

Terror attacks of note included a mine exploded at the
Brink Hotel in Saigon and attacks on Regional and Popular
Force outposts and small CIDG units.

Over North Vietnam U.S. planes faced an increasing
number of Russian-made surface-to-air (SAM) missiles,
Twenty-five SAMs were launched against American planes
during one day without recording a hit. 1n Hanoi, Ho Chi
Minh announced partial mobilization of the country.

Units continued Lo arrive to support the counter-offensive,
In August elements of the 4th Infantry Division landed at
Qui Nhon, and the 196th Light Infantry Brigade and the
first of a 2,000-man Philippine Civic Action Group (PHII.-
CAG) arrived.

In September the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, a
Spanish Medical Team apd the German hospital ship Helgo-
land arrived, plus the 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division.

ENEMY OFF BALANCE

Twao U.S. operations kept the enemy off balanee. The Ist
Cavalry in Binh Dink Provinee accounted for 230 VO, while

Members of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade
trudge through a rice paddy during Operation

Attleboro. Photo by 69th Signal Bn.




The
Counter-
Offensive

the 1961h Light Infantry Brigade and elements of the 1st,
tth and 25th Infantry Divisions and 173rd Airborne Brigade
mauled the 9th VC Division. killing over 1.100 in the two-
maonth Operation Attleboro, The foree caprared the largest
rice haul at the time with a 1.121-ton find.

October action saw a combined force of the 1st Cavalev.
Koreans and Vietnamese Killing 681 Viet Cong in Operation
Irving.  To aveid superior firepower of the Americans the
enemy tried to break contact as quickly as possible and kept
their raids to the northern provinces, where their supply lines
are shorter. and to scattered attacks on ARVN outposts,

Operation Paul Revere whittled another 1.000 from the
enemy s ranks and coxt them 300 weapons.  Viet Cong losses
were running high and the enemy brought in the North
Vietnamese 3th Division 1o holster their forces.

November wax characterized by inereased VO raiding.
The 4th Tofantry Division operating west of Plei Djereng
withstood a mortar barrage of over 300 rounds; National

Day celebrations beginning in Saigon were interrupted by
two dozen 57mm recoilless rounds; the 196th’s base camp
west of Tay Ninh was hir: and a portion of the Long Binh
ammunition dump was blown up by satchel charges, causing
over 11.000 rounds of 105mm ammunition to be destroved.

The dump was struck again in December and Tan Son
Nhut airbase sustained a raid in which 30 guerrillas penetrat-
ed the perimeter.  The airfield attack cost the YC 31 persons
and the Americans 3.

The high ratio of enemy deaths to U.S. was exemplified by
an ambush of a reconn platoon of the 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment.  Rapid reaction of artillery. air sirikes and relief
troops turned the ambush into a defeat for the Vier Cong.
Only one U8, ~oldier lost his life while the enemy sacrificed
94 men. :

At the close of the vear the first clements of the 9th In-
fantry Division arrived to bring U.S. troop strength to

361.000,

The German hospital ship, Helgoland, arrived in September to provide floating medical

and surgical facihities to care for sick and wounded Vietnamese.

Robert Peterson—USARV

Photo by SSgt.
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a Buddhist monk uses a loud speaker p

In Saigon
to talk to a crowd. U.S. Army photo.

DIPLOMATIC HARMONY

The vear was marked by harmony on the diplomatic front,
To set the stage for high-level discussions. Secretary of State
Dean Rusk visited the country in January. This was
followed the next month by Premier Ky, Chief of State Thieu,
and President Johnson meeting at Ilonolutu for a two-day
conference on political, social and economic aspects of the
war, Vice President Humphrey visited South  Vietnam
later in February,

Another conference for the heads of state was held in
Manila in October.  Secretary of Defense Mo Namara visited
the country prior to the Philippine meeting of the LS,
Australian. Korean. New Zealand. Thailand, South Vietnam
and Philippine chiefz.  Following the couference President
Johnson visited the war zone at Cam Ranh Bay.

POLITICAL FRONT IN FLAMES

On the political front Premier Ky headed off a military
coup with the arrest of several junior officers from the armed
forces,  He also announced general elections would be held
in 1967, and a constitutional referendum in October 1966,

The political calm was shattered in Aprit when I Corps
commander. Lt. Gen. Nguven Chanh Thi. considered a
potential political rival of Premier kv, was relieved from his
command. A demonstration of 2,000 persons in Da Nang

wax followed by Buddhist protest< in Hue. Saigon and Hoi

An.

4 A picture of Buddhist leader Trich Tri Quang
stands on an altar at the entrance to the main
Buddhist pagoda in Hue. Photo by Spb Allan
K. Holm—U.S. Army Photo Det.

e - o - \

A call for a general strike closed the port of Da Nang and
20.000 Buddhists raltied 10 demonstrate in the old lmperial

capital city of Hue. The unrest continued into early April
resulting in struggle groups forming in the major cities of the
Republic.  Government troops moved into Da Nang i a
show of force while turmaoil and demonstrations continued in
Hue. Dalar. and Nha Trang. By Aprl 12, the situation
appeared resolved as anti-government struggle forces pledged
to fight against Communism alongside the government.

The National Political Congress closed with the announce-
ment that a constituent assembly wauld he elected in five
months.  An apparent calm settled over the country, It
was =oon to be broken by new unrest,

In late May the political warers were muddied again by
Buddbist amd anti-government foreex rising again in Da
Nang and Hue. A Buddhist nun burned herself to death in
protest against the government.  This was the first of several
acts of self-immolation. In Hue the .S, consulate
sacked and burned.

Marine aperation in the T Corps were delayed by Buddhists
laving aliars in the streets of Hue.  Government troops and
riot police finally eleared the street< and arrested some of the
dixzident lTeader< to bring an end to the protests,

Things ~ettled down for the remainder of the vear. but the
sour note of a Saigon dock strike
broke the seeming serenity.  On
the positive side the new South
Vietnamese  constitution’s  first
three articles were approved,
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The Squeeze Period-1967

The Counter-Offensiv

The vear 1967 saw the Free World Forces tighten the screw
on the enemy. He was squeezed in many areas and many
ways. His manpower was slowly whittled down by constant
operations, His weapons and food caches were turned up
with great regularity, blunting many planned raids and
offensive actions. Increased bombing raids made his routes
of supplv difficult 1o use, curtailing hix operations in the
southern provinces hecause of lack of supplies.  His cause
was further weakened by thousands of Viet Cong, pelitical
cadre and North Vietnamese who could no longer helieve in
the things they were told and turned themselves into the
government’s Chien Hoi Program,

During the latter months of 1967, the enemy made two
spectacular tries at propaganda victories, at Loc Ninh and
Dak To; both resulting in dismal failure and great losses of
manpower {rom his ranks. These two battles alone accounted
for nearly 3,000 ¢nemy dead.

His losses for the vear include 87,534 killed in action and
over 31,000 weapons of all tvpes captured.  He lost almost
14,000 tons of rice and 162 tons of salt. His ammunition

supply was almost 2.5 million rounds.less because of discovery
of his hiding places and units leaving them behind on the
His ranks were depleted by 27.178 to the Chieu

battlefield.

Rome plows, engaged

Hoi Program. 17.671 of whon were fighting men.  He was
found to be recruiting boys from 12 16 vears old 1o fill his
dwindling forces.

The Year of the Goat was a bad vear for the Communists,
He was fecling the pinch,  Yet Le continned to fight.  Civil-
ians in South Vietnam were his vietims almost as often as the
military.  Communist terrorist slaughtered over 1000 South
Vietnamese and wounded over 8.000 in their attacks, Kid-
napping accounted for another 5451 persons. all in an at-
tempt to contrel the people.  Indications are. that although

. the Viet Cong caused the people to fear them. they won no

in clearing operations, deny the enemy his jungle sanctuaries.

allegiance bv terror.

More people moved into government protected resettle-
ment areas than ever before.  The enemy’s source of labor,
recruits. food and shelter was slipping awav.  Military
vietorles were rare and he recelved a heavy propaganda blow
when civil elections were held thronghout the land,

During the spring hamlet and village rlections were
condueted and in the fall months the upper and lower houses
were filled and the president and viee president were chosen.
Despite threats of death and destruetion. the people defied
the Communists and turned out in large numbers,

The Free World commitment to Vietnam increased in both

ey ‘
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Plows from the 168th Engineer Co., guarded by tanks and APCs of the 4th Battalion,
23rd Infantry, 25th Infantry Division, clear brush from the Iron Triangle while on

Operation Atlanta.
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Photo by Sp4 J.R. Hesselgrave, 69th Sig. Bn.
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Continues

A cargo ship prepares to
unload at Newport, Saigon’s
newest  harbor facility.
Newport was designed to
relieve congestion in  the
old port. (Photo by SSgt.
Robert Petersen, USARV—
|0}

quantits and quality. New troops arrived from the Laited
States. Thaiband, New Zealand and Australia,  Yew euip-
ment. like the Hues Cobra gunships, improved the firepower
and manueverability of the Free World Forees. Truly the
Sqlh‘t'zt’ wds 0ll. 7

ENEMY VIOLATES TRUCE

Januwary hegan with U8, military strength at 390,000
servicemen in the country. The New  Years
violated by [11 incidents of which 21 were considered serious.
At the end of the truee elements of the 1th and 25th [nfantry
Division= =started Operation Paul Revere V Samm Houston.
a search and destrey misston in the Central Highband's
Provinees of Pleiku and Kontum.  Before the uperation was
completed nearly 800 of the eneiny no longer existed.  Later
in the vear this arca was to become famous for the greatest
battle of the war.

In the same area Holloway Ariny Airficld, five miles cast
of Pleiku City. was hit with 2000 300 rounds of mortar fire.
cansing con=ulerable damage,

Farther seuth the Iron Triangle area northwest of Saigon
was penetrated by elements of the Ist and 25th Iofanir
Divicions. the 173rd Airborne Brigade, 11th Armored Cavalry,
196th Light Infaniry Brigade and Army of the Republic of
Vietnam {ARVN) 5th Infantry Division on operation Cedar
Falls. In 18 davs of action the enemy lost 720 soldiers and

Lrace  was

33

numerous tunnel complexes that were discovered,
In the delta the 9th Infaniey Division set up the fiest base

camp in that Viet Cong stronghold. By the end of the
month the last elements of the 9th’s 2ud Brigade arrived at
Vung Tau to occapy the new camp.

The 1st Brigade of the 101t Airborne completed Operation
Pickett and began Operation Farragat a week later in Binh
Thuan Provinee.  The enemy was going o get little rest
during the vear as pressure was to be relentless throughout
the 12-month period. as one operation followed aunother.

NEWPORT OPENS

In other friendly action during the month. air strikes
against the Hanoi arca were resumed after a peace bid failed
to materialize from a suspension of the bombing,  And in
the Saigon arca Newport was opened 1o relieve pressure on
the Saigon docks.  Newport is designed 1o receive military
cargo for all Free World Forees.  Meanwhile the December
dock strike was zettled in Baigon bringing that port back into
full operation.

The significant enemy action during the month included a
537mm recoilless rifle attack on the United Kingdom <hip 88
Haustrum in the Long Tau River while it was enroute to
Saigon.  Ooe erew member was killed.  The dredge Jumaica
Bay was hit by an underwater explosion near Dong Tam
and later sank while being towed in for repairs.  The Jamaica




Infantry troops move out on patrol in village in War Zone C.
Photo by Spb Gordon Gahan, USARV—IO.

Bay was the fourth largest dredge in the world.

One VC terror attack failed. A bomb that was planted
in the United States Information Service library at Can Tho
was discovered and disarmed by explosive ordnance person-
nel.  Also the enemy used tear gas against U.S. troops for the
second time during the war.

On the Imlilit‘nl and dip]nl]latit‘ side of the war, the draft
constitution for South Vietnam was put before the Con-
stituent Assembly for debate; Thailand announced it would
allow bases within its borders to be used for support of Viet-
nam operations; and Premier Ky visited Australia and New
Zealand.

At the beginning of February the American military
strength had risen by 20,000 men. The increased manpower
permitted the U.S. Forces to enter the field for long periods

of time and the month saw the termination and beginning of

many operations. The four-day truce for the Lunar New
Year, Tet, provided a stand-down period in which many
n|wra1iuu~ were terminated.

The truce itself was marred by 272 violations and military
authorities estimated that 36,000 tons of supplies were moved
south from North Vietnam during the cease fire.

Operations Lam Son II in Binh Duong Province and
Operation Thayer II were terminated with a combined kill
of slightly over 2,000 enemy soldiers. About 250 were
accounted for by the former operation and the bulk, 1,757
by the latter.

Communist terrorists attempting to hit MACV Head-
quarters, fired about a dozen 8lmm mortar rounds in Saigon,
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striking at the corner of Pasteur Street and Phan Thanh
Gian. Most of the rounds detonated in the trees, one over a
truck carrying Vietnamese paratroopers. Nine were killed
and wounded. About 2,000 yards away the enemy
mortarmen were blown up as one of their shells exploded
prematurely.

By
started Operation Enterprise in Long An Province and other
9th units began operations in the Mekong Delta with U.S.
Navy units, This marked the beginning of gradual U.S.
and ARVN weakening of the Viet Cong’s dominance of Delta
walerways.

LARGEST OPERATION BEGINS

Other 9th Division units joined elements -of the lst, 4th
and 25th Infantry Divisions plus troops from the 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment, 196th Light Infantry Brigade,
and 173rd Airborne Brigade in what was to be the largest
operation of the year—Operation Junction City. The
gigantic force was supported by the 11th Combat Aviation
Group and 7th Air Foree aircraft.

The armada of troops tangled with Communist units in
War Zone C north and west of Saigon by forming a giant
horseshoe enclosing 250 square miles of enemy-held territory.
Heavy fighting characterized the operation with almost daily
finds of tunnels and bunkers. Large stores of ammunition,
weapons, clothing, food, documents and utensils were con-
fiscated from the enemy. Air strikes, gunships and artillery
were called in on a regular basis as the Communists fought in

nine

mid-month elements of the 9th Infantry Division



battalion-sized strength, and sometimes in regimental groups,
to prevent deep penetration into their sanctuary.

WAR’S ONLY LARGE-SCALE COMBAT
PARACHUTE ASSAULT

During one phase of Operation Junction City it was decided
to employ paratroopers from the 173rd Airborne Brigade in a
surprise combat assault along Highway 4 to block enemy
escape routes from the battle area. On February 22, 1967
the only mass jump of the war took place at 9 a.m. when over
700 troopers from the 2nd Battalion, 503rd Airborne Infantry
and supporting elements parachuted into a drop zone north
of Tay Ninh. Twenty-three Air Force C-130 Hercules air-
craft delivered the men and their equipment over the drop
zone. The force not only effectively blocked the enemy, but
released badly needed helicopters to 1st and 25th Division
troops attacking the enemy.

Enemy mortar attacks rained on Junction City base camps
in an effort to deter the American troops, but to no avail.
Eighty-one days later 2,728 enemy lay dead from the opera-
tion and War Zone C was no longer a VC stronghold. Their
bases were destroyed, many of their supplies were gone and
the psychological advantage of being in complete control in

Parachutes gently lower supplies to troops as
they are dropped from Air Force C-130s. Photo
by Maj. John Shanahan.

Villagers get their identity checked prior to
voting in the eight-week hamlet elections in

Bien Hoa Province. About 77 percent of the
eligible voter turned out. Photo by JUSPAO.

the region north of Tay Ninh was broken. The Free World
Forces counter-offensive was making remarkable advances.
Advances that would cause the enemy to have no single
battlefield victory in the remainder of the year.

Farther north the 1st Cavalry Division had begun Opera-
tion Pershing and the Communist pounded the Da Nang
Airbase with over 50 Russian-made 140mm rockets, killing 43
and wounding 137. A few days later in March Da Nang was
hit by 10 more of the huge rockets.

The February-March period was active diplomatically.
The Manila Conference countries had their ambassadors meet
in Saigon in preparation for a two-day conference on Guam
among high Vietnamese leaders and President Johnson.
The Constituent Assembly had approved the draft constitu-
tion for South Vietnam a few days prior to the meeting.
Premier Ky presented President Johnson a copy of the new
constitution that was to be ratified a few days later.

In Thailand, B-52s began to arrive at Thai bases in ac-
cordance with a previous agreement with the kingdom.
The huge bombers were to be used mainly against enemy,
complexes in South Vietnam starting in early April. Pre-
viously they had flown from Guam to South Vietnam in a
5,000-mile round trip.

One major operation began in March, the 9th Division’s
Operation Kittyhawk. While the Viet Cong and North
Vietnamese were trying to keep out of the way of the major
operations, they continued to make small-scale harassing
attacks on Vietnamese Popular Forces and surprise attacks
on other installations. One ship, the SS Conqueror, was hit
while in the Long Tau River by six 75mm recoilless rounds.

U.S. Forees climbed to a strength of 470,000, a few thou-
sand from its year-end peak of 490,000 servicemen in-country.

In April the most significant event was the beginning of an
eight-week election period for thousands of villages and




The USNS Corpus Christi
Bay, home of part of the
U.S. Army’'s 34th General
Support Group, rides at
anchor off Vung Tau. The
ship is the world's only
floating depot maintenance
facility. Photo by 34th
General Support Group—I0.

Black Cat slicks from the 282nd Assault Helicopter Company pick up members of
the 1st Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) Division after a combat assault
west of Da Nang. The painting is by Capt. Philip J. Hickok, 212th Aviation Battalion.

38

===



hamlets throughout the country. About 77 percent of the
eligible voters turned out to elect their local leaders despite
constant threats from the Viet Cong. Many of the threats
were carried out as 12 candidates were slain by terrorists and
31 were kidnapped.

The government also announced Fall elections would take
place to select the upper and lower houses of the new govern-
ment and to choose a new president and vice president.

In Saigon Ellsworth P. Bunker assumed duties from
Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge who was retiring from public
life. Communist terrorist detonated an explosive charge in
a bicycle at the Five Oceans BOQ) in the Cholon section of the
capital, wounding one.

Operation Adams was (om])lolr‘(l during the month by the
Ist Brigade, 4th Infantry Division in Phu Yen Province with
an enemy death toll of 491. Elements of the 4th and 25th
Infantry Divisions began Operation Francis Marion in
Pleiku Province which result in 1.203 enemy deaths.

Enemy pressure was building in the I Corps Tactical Zone
(I CTZ) in the vicinity of the DeMilitarized Zone (DMZ) and
it was becoming apparent Marine units would have to be
moved to counter the threat. To fill the gap the 196th Light
Infantry Brigade was moved into the Chu Lai area to replace
displaced Marine units. This was the first of many major
ground combat units from USARY to operate in the northern
provinces.

Other units joined the 196th in 1 CTZ. They were the
3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division and. in May, the lst
Brigade, 101st Airborne. The Army troops in the zone were
placed under the operational control of Task Force Oregon
(TFO) which, in turn, was under operational control of the

I1T Marine Amphibious Force.

A gunboat of the Mobile Riverine Force resembles
the Monitor of Civil War fame.
Robert Peterson—USARYV.

Photo by SSgt.

Mobile Riverine Force moves down the water-
ways of the Mekong Delta to action.

by SSgt. Robert Peterson—USARYV.

Early in May a Hoi Chanh led men from the 2nd Brigade,
Ist Infantry Division to a weapons cache which consisted
of 2,000 mortar rounds, 1,200 grenades, 20 claymore mines,
1,000 small arms rounds and 400 rifles.

The 101st Airborne’s brigade launched Operation Malheur
in Quang Ngai Province which 28 days later accounted for
392 enemy killed and 150 weapons captured.

While elements of the 25th Infantry Division began Oper-
ation Kole Kole, the 2nd Brigade of the same unit terminated
Operation Ala Moana in Hau Nghia Province, accounting for
382 enemy deaths.

The first New Zealand infantrymen arrived in-country
during the month. They were assigned to work with the
Australian Task Force.

During the month the enemy was up to their old tactics,
Terrorists threw a hand grenade into a Cholon sidewalk
cafe killing one and wounding 65 civilians and the Bien Hoa
airfield was subjected to a mortar and rocket attack near
mid-May among other hit-and-run attacks.

The Mobile Riverine Force clashed with the enemy for its
first major engagement in the delta 15 miles west of My Tho.
The action against local guerrillas proved the value of this
force patterned after the American Civil War flotillas.

In Saigon Premier Ky announced his candidacy for presi-
dent on May 12. Four days later the assembly approved
the presidential election law.

The mnext day three new operations began: Operation

Dallas by the 15t Brigade of the 1st Division and Operation
Barklng Sands and Diamond Head by elements of the 25th
Division.

The one- da\ truce on May 23 for Buddha’s birthday cele-
.'\ f(’“

bration passed without a serious incident reported.

Photo




days earlier the Communists planted a mine on the Vietnam
Railway tracks just outside of Saigon. A train was derailed
when the mine detonated. The enemy also struck the 25th
Infantry Division with 100 rounds of mortar and recoilless
rifle fire. However, most guerrilla attacks were concentrated
against ARVN and Vietnamese irregular forces during this
period.

Seven new operations began during June to keep the
pressure on the Viet Cong. Just about every major American
unit in USARV was involved in Operations Coronado,
Bluefield, Malheur II, Akron, Kawela, Billings, and Greely.
More than 1,500 enemy would die from U.S. action during
the month.

Despite the many successes, Premier Ky, in a public state-
ment, stated the need for 137,000 additional American troops.

In July Thailand announced that it would send a 2,200-man
regiment to the Republic of Vietnam. This force would be
the first ground combat unit contributed by the Thais who
had already provided airlift of supplies on several ocecassions.

Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara made a four-day
visit to Saigon. He conducted high-level conferences at
USARV’s Tan Son Nhut headquarters. The day after the
Secretary left the country, President Johnson announced the
United States would increase its troop commitment to Viet-
nam.

Two major headquarters moved during the month;
USARY moved to its new headquarters in the Long Binh
complex and MACV to its new buildings opposite Tan Son
Nhut civilian air terminal. The moves were part of an
operation’ to reduce inflation and traffic congestion in the
Saigon area. Other units moved out of the capital area
during the following month including: 1st Logistical Com-
mand, lst Aviation and 1st Signal Brigade headquarters,

A 175 mm gun speaks its piece
to the enemy in | Corps
Tactical Zone. The 2nd Bat-
talion, 94th Artillery fires the
big guns in support of opera-
tions alongthe DMZ. Photoby
Sp5 Gordon Gahan—USARV.

Saigon Area Command and many subordinate units.

Other Saigon events in July were the wvalidation of 18
slates of presidential candidates for the coming Fall elections.
Also a terrorist attack was made on the Capitol BEQ.

Significant enemy attacks in July killed 37 civilians and
wounded 29 when two civilian busses in the northern provinces
were hit. The Viet Cong attacked the base camp of the
1st Battalion, 2nd Infantry and the airfield at Phuoc Vinh.
More than 150 mortar and rocket rounds struck the area.
In Phu Loi a 1st Aviation Brigade unit was also hit by mortar
and rocket fire later in the month.

The 1st Brigade, 9th Division began Operation Riley in
Bien Hoa Province. Elements of the 9th and 25th Divisions
along with ARVN units conducted a seven-day joint Opera-
tion Coronado II/Song Thang 3 that resulted in 441 enemy
casualties.

A company from the 199th Light Infantry Brigade
captured an enemy sampan which yielded 220 pounds of
TNT and over 2,300 rounds of various types of ammunition,

At the beginning of August two Army brigades changed
designations. The 3rd brigades of the 4th and 25th Infantry
Divisions exchanged colors to maintain unit integrity. The
25th Brigade had been operating in the I CTZ far from its
parent unit. The 4th Division brigade was operating under
the control of the 25th.

Enemy action during the month was fairly heavy. An
enemy company struck the Edap Enang Montagnard reset-
tlement village in the Central Highlands., The tank farm
at Nha Be City, 10 miles southeast of Saigon, was hit by
Communist fire causing extensive damage. A Vietnamese
child threw a hand grenade into a truck carrying U.S. civilians
as it drove through the Cholon section of Saigon. Ten were
wounded. And the Ban Me Thuot airfield in Darlac Province




was struck by mortars twice during the month,

One enemy action backfired on them. The North Viet-
namese fired a surface-to-air missile at American bombers,
but the missile very efficiently downed one of their own
MIG-17s. The Tth Air Force sent their congratulations to
the enemy gunners,

Two more American operations started.in August. Both
were completed early in September. The 21-day Operation
Benton resulted in 397 enemy killed and over 150 weapons
captured for the elements of the 101st Airborne and 196th
Light Infantry Brigade that participated. A 20-day opera-
tion, dubbed Curonado IV, was launched by elements of the
9th Infantry Division. It accounted for 101 enemy deaths
and 180 weapons subtracted from the Communist arsenals.

In the north in I CTZ the Marine bases at Gio Linh and
Con Thien began to receive heavy artillery and mortar at-
tacks. These attacks were to reach a peak during September
before answering Marine and Army artillery plus Air Force
bombers were to lift the siege from the DMZ bases.

On September 3 the presidential elections were held after
a stormy campaign. Many doubts were raised about the
conduct of the campaign, but when the smoke had cleared
on election day, both Vietnamese and American observers
declared it fair and impartial. About 83 percent of the voters
turned out, the slate of Nguyen Van Thieu and Nguyen Cao
Ky for president and vice president respectively receiving
the voters” approval. The voting also chose an upper house
for the new government. All the voters had been warned
by the Viet Cong that there would be trouble if the people
went to the polling places. Several sites were struck by
terrorist attacks, but the people were not deterred.

New operations during the month included: Task Force
Oregon’s Wheeler in [ CTZ accounting for nearly 2,000 enemy
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killed; the Mobile Riverine Force's Operation Coronado V
in the delta which cost the enemy 330 dead; Operation Bolling
conducted by the 173rd Airborne Brigade and elements of the
1st Cavalry Division; and the 1st Infantry Division’s Opera-
tion Shenandoah II in Binh Duong Province which took
956 enemy lives and 100 of his weapons.

Secretary of Defense McNamara announced in Washington
D.C. that a barrier would be constructed along the southern
edge of the DMZ to slow the infiltration of North Vietnamese
across the zone into the northern provinces.

In Nha Trang a satchel charge exploded in the Neptune
NCO Club killing one civilian employee and wounding several
civilian and military personnel. Terrorists struck the Re-
public of China Embassy in the capital with explosives and
sniper fire. Extensive damage was done to the building
and many casualties resulted.

At the 9th Division’s base camp at Bear Cat, Thailand’s
Queen Cobra Regiment settled into their new home and
readied themselves for future operations.

AMERICAL DIVISION FORMED
And at Chu Lai Task Force Oregon was redesignated the

Americal Division, becoming the only named division on
active duty in the U.S. Army. The original Americal had
been organized in the South Pacific, now the blue patch with
the white stars of the Southern Cross was to be seen in the
Pacific area once more,

Russia made a late September announcement that prom-
ised no rest for war-weary Southeast Asia when it was re-
leased that a new military assistance agreement had been
signed by the U.S.S.R. and North Vietnam whereby the
Russians would furnish “airplanes, antiaircraft and rocket
equipment, artillery and small arms ammunition and other
military equipment...”

Early in October the Vietnamese National Assembly val-
idated the election results. This was followed by the in-
stallation of the 60 newly elected members of the upper
house of the government. Later in the month the lower
house elections were held with 73 percent of the electorate
turning out to complete the last round of elections. On
the last day of the month the inaugauration ceremonies
were conducted in downtown Saigon. The new president,
Nguyen Van Thieu, raised his right hand before a crowd,
estimated at 50,000 persons, to repeat the oath of office. In
the front of the National Assembly Building diplomats from
22 foreign nations, including Vice President Hubert H.
Humphrey, then watched Nguyen Cao Ky take the oath as
vice president,

Following the inaugauration a parade of civic and military

What the Viet Cong knock down the engineers
build up, bigger and better. Photo by Capt.
Charles Beres—USAECV(P).




forces marched to celebrate the South Vietnamese National
Day. Flags of seven nations, representing the Free World
Assistance forces in Vietnam, led the march order. The
two-hour parade featured ARVN units of all types, floats
depicting” progress under the Revolutionary Development
Program and ARVN aircraft buzzing overhead.

In the I CTZ Army forces were increased as the 3rd Brigade
of the 1st Cavalry joined the Americal Division. The
Brigade immediately began Operation Wallowa, which was
later combined with Americal’s Operation Wheeler.

HUEYCOBRA ARRIVES

October also saw the introduction of a helicopter especially
designed for ground support—the HueyCobra, This gunship
with advanced weapons systems, slim silhouette and high
speed and manueverability began combat operations in 1st
Aviation Brigade units.

The 4th Infantry Division started Operation MacArthur
in Pleiku Province and the 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry
joined the Ivymen in the Central Highlands during the month.
Also the 3rd Battalion, 503rd Airborne Infantry arrived at
Qui Nhon to further increase U.S. strength in Vietnam.

Communist activity included a North Vietnam Army reg-
iment’s attack on an ARVN regiment at Song Be with the
North Vietnamese coming out on the short end of the battle.
ARVN losses were only 10 killed to the Communists™ 130,

VC DEFEATED AT LOC NINH

At Loc Ninh, near the Cambodian border, two battalions

A HueyCobra gunship
introduced in October
1967 flies alongside an
older UH-1D The chin

. turret is directed toward
its target by the pilot
turning his head. Photo
by 1st Aviation Brigade-
10.

of the 273rd VC Regiment attacked the perimeter where
CIDG and ARVN troops were lodged, The Viet Cong broke

" through the perimeter and entered the village. The st

Battalion, 18th Infantry was one of the first of the 1st
Infantry Division units rushed to help push the enemy force
from the area. This was accomplished after difficult street
fighting and digging the enemy out of the perimeter bunkers
they had occupied. When the ARVN, Special Forces and
1st Division troops finally forced the enemy to break contact,
other troops of the 18th Infantry were waiting as a blocking
force to cut them down.

The enemy retreated to a rubber plantation five miles
south of the Cambodian border to avoid air strikes and
artillery that harassed their move to high ground. On the
third day of the battle the enemy began to return the
artillery fire. Air strikes soon reduced the VC's fire.

Fighting broke out again when the Viet Cong attacked
across the landing strip at the district headquarters. This
was broken up. but not before the VC had tried to scale the
walls of the outpost. Enemy forces made sporadic attempts
to get back into Loe Ninh, but they were met by American
and ARVN patrols that hounded them until they withdrew

The slim silhouette makes the HueyCobra a
tough target to hit from the ground. Its pods
can deliver devastating firepower in support of
ground troops. Photoby 1st Aviation Brigade—I0O.
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from the area, losing over 1,000 men killed in the overall
action.

LARGEST WEAPONS CACHE
UNCOVERED

Thirty miles east of Saigon in Phuoc Tuy Province, Com-
pany B, 2nd Battalion, 47th Infantry and Company B, 3rd
Squadron, 5th Cavalry were searching the area during the
9th Division’s Operation Akron III. A concrete slab with
wire hinges and handles was discovered. When it was
opened, the troops found an entrance to a tunnel complete
with steps cut into the side. Upon examination a large
supply of weapons, ammunition and medical supplies were
found. Further tunnel discoveries were made in the immedi-
ate area. More arms, ammunition and supplies were uncov-
ered as each tunnel was searched. The list of equipment
brought out grew to tremendous size and included such
weapons as 7omm pack howitzers and .50 caliber machine-
guns,

Final count made this find the largest ever discovered.
Besides other types of equipment and medical supplies,
there were 1,140 weapons of all types, 95,000 rounds of small
arms ammunition, 3,634 grenades and 452 mortar rounds.
Many of the weapons were still packed in grease, cosmoline
and plastic.

November began quietly with the 9th Infantry Division
units starting Operation Coronado IX and joining with the
11th Armored Cavalry, Australian and Vietnamese troops

Part of the largest weapons
cache ever found. Two Viet
Cong antiaircraft .50 caliber
machineguns are in the
foreground. Total count of
weapons is 1,140 of all
types. Photo by Sp4 John
Olson—Stars and Stripes.
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in Operation Santa Fe I in the delta. Vietnamese Marines
joined the 9th in Coronado IX after the exercise began,
causing the 502nd Local Force Battalion to slowly get ground
up in the operation 65 miles southwest of Saigon.

BIGGEST BATTLE TAKES SHAPE

However, in the Central Highlands the rumblings of the
biggest battle of the war were resounding in the hills around
Dak To. For several weeks intelligence reports showed
increased enemy activity in the vicinity of Dak To, astride
the natural infiltration route along Route 312 north of Pleiku
and close to the Laotian-Cambodian border. The town is
normally garrisoned by ARVN troops and elements of a
U.S. Special Forces-trained Civilian Irregular Defense Group.

When it became apparent the enemy was preparing bat-
tlefield positions for an assault on the town. the 4th In-
fantry Division’s 1st Brigade was deployed into the area. Two
companies from the 3rd Battalion, 12th Infantry made initial
contact with a strong North Vietnamese Army force. The
hill soon resounded to the sounds of the battle which grew
in ferocity. The NVA Regulars pinned the Americans down.
The 3rd Battalion commander called in air support against
positions astride the steep hill. Artillery and mortar fire
combined with the bombs to stem the enemy fire. Morning
reconn patrols found the enemy so well entrenched he was
barely hurt by the tremendous pounding. It was apparent
the enemy was not going to give up easily or melt away into
the jungle.

Additional American and South Vietnamese troops were
called in to reinforce those presently locked in combat. The




173rd Airborne Brigade and later elements of the 1st Cavalry
were brought in to assist the 4th Division troops. Besides
artillery and helicopter gunship fire support, C-47 Dragon-
ships and giant B-52 bombers flew supporting missions for
the ground troops. Artillery and airstrikes pounded the
hills for hours before infantry assaults on the enemy positions.
The soldiers found the enemy still capable of delivering
murderous fire to slow their advance. Casualties mounted
‘on both sides, but gradually the NVA troops were forced
back toward the Cambodian border and sanctuary. One of
the bloodiest battles was fought for Hill 875. The remnants
of the 24th, 32nd, 66th and 174th NVA Regiments stood and
fought off American and ARVN soldiers for four days in the
arca. When Thanksgiving Day arrived, Americans had
claimed the hilltop and their turkey dinner was served them
amidst the shattered bunkers and trees.

The enemy had paid a terrible price for the Dak To battle.
His known losses were 1,641 men killed; how many more
had been killed or seriously wounded and dragged from the
battle area would be impossible to estimate. He had been
subjected to fantastic bombardments during the 26 days
of battle.  Almost 138,000 rounds of artillery had been fired;
1,101 Army helicopter gunship sorties were flown against
him, combined with 1,869 Air Force sorties and 32 strikes
by B-52 bombers.

Many hills looked like jumbled piles of

huge match sticks and splinters as great trees had been felled
by the battle.

The battle was the largest in the war to date—exceeding
the Ia Drang Valley battle of 1966 and the Loe Ninh battle
of the preceeding month,

Other November action: the enemy’s shelling of the base
camp of the 2nd Brigade of the 25th Division and division
base camp at Cu Chi, plus the start of Operation Strike/
Unitntown in Bien Hoa Province by the 199th Light In-
fantry Brigade. The operation was to account for 100 enemy
losses.

WAR DOES NOT STOP TURKEY

Despite battles raging from the North to the South of
this war-torn nation, the Ist Logistical Command delivered
57,000 whole turkeys and 325 tons of boneless turkey meat
plus all the fixings of the traditional Thanksgiving feast.
The impressive figures included 28 tons of cranberry sauce,
15 tons of nuts, eight tons of candy, 11 of olives, and 33 of

fruit cake. Grateful troops paused in battle to give thanks

" to God for their blessings and enjoy the bounty of a free

nation.
The new “Three C Concept” of speeding supplies to the

The Cs stand for

user was introduced during the month.

A trooper from the 173rd Airborne Brigade calls for a medic to aid his wounded

buddy during fighting on Hill
Gahan—USARV.

882 near

Dak To. Photo by Sp5 Gordon
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one container, onec customer and one commodity.
operation begins at a factory where a truck trailer is loaded

with, for example, weapons.  The trailer is then sealed and
driven to port where the trailer is placed on a ship for the
voyage to Vietnam. Here it is unloaded at Cam Ranh
Bay and delivered, still sealed, to the using combat unit.
The system virtually eliminates pilferage and speed the
vital supplies to units in less time.  Onee unloaded the empty
35-foot trailer is returned to port for another round trip.

DAK SON TERROR

Year end saw one of the most atrocious terror attacks in
Victnam’s bloody history. In the village of Dak Son,
populated by about 2,000 Montagnards who had fled from
VC-controlled arcas to avoid being used as forced labor,
two battalions of Communist struck on December 5, in a
revenge attack. The VC Regulars quickly pushed the local
defense force into a small area, then rampaged up and down
the hamlet streets systematically burning down more than
half the 150 thatched homes. With flame throwers and
grenades the Communists slaughtered people in their prim-
itive homes and bunkers. Seven out of every 10 of the
252 victims were either woman or children, some burned
beyond recognition. An unknown number of men were
kidnapped and led away by the 300-member Communisi
force.

At Saigon the Constituent Assembly disbanded as its
activities  were completed. The newly elected National
Legislative Assembly convened to begin functioning as the
lawmakers under the new Constitution.

New troops continued to arrive in the country in Decem-
ber, mostly from the 10Ist Airborne Division. The 3rd
Brigade arrived at Bien Hoa on December 8: the command
group on December 13: and the 2nd Brigade, five days later
to complete the huge airlift by giant C-141 Starlifters from
Fort Campbell, Kentucky, to South Vietnam.

Just before Christmas the 11th Light Infantry Brigade

A lone woman sits in the debris of her town
following the Viet Cong terror attack on Dak Son
where 252 Montagnards were slaughtered by
flame throwers and hand grenades.
thatched huts once stood on this site.
by JUSPAO.

Thirty
Photo
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Trailers are stacked high on the deck of a Sea
Land transport ship that is ready to unload at
Cam Ranh Bay Port. Photo by Cam Ranh Bay
Support Command—I0O.

completed its movement from Schoefield Barracks, Hawaii,
to join the Americal Division at Chu Lai. The 11th brought

the total U.S. troop strength in-country to a point higher
than that committed to the Korean War.

The Communists again showed their disdain for truces
by violating both the Christmas and New Years truce periods.
The Christmas truce was marred by 40 major incidents and
the New Years by 63 major and 107 minor incidents, closing
out the year on a dismal note.




January 1968

Prelude To Attack

The year 1968 opened with a strange quiet because of
the New Years Truce. Only isolated groups of less than
squad-sized VC units were involved in any fire fights. Army
units found several rice caches. A company from the 173rd
Airborne Brigade’s 503rd Infantry found one cache of
slightly over 1,000 pounds hidden in bushes near its perimeter.

The truce was no sooner ended than the VG mortared and
then attempted to overrun the base camp of the 3rd Brigade,
25th Infantry Division in Tay Ninh Province.  Shortly before
midnight on New Years Day human wave attacks from three
sides struck the base’s perimeter. The attacks broke off
before the morning of January 2. The defenders discovered
347 bodies strewn about the defensive area. The attackers
had been beaten back with every type of weapon from hand
grenades to howitzers and helicopter gunships. It was
later determined that the attackers were from two battal-
ions of the 271st and 272nd VC Regiments.

Action elsewhere picked up. In the north both the Ameri-
cal and 1st Cavalry Divisions reported inereased contact with

the insurgents. In the highlands the 4th Division made

contact with guerrillas near Pleiku and Dak To, and the
101st Airborne Division troops discovered several VC tunnel

complexes west of Cu Chi in 11T CTZ,

During the next few days heavy contacts were made in
the Americal’s Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area of action
in southern 1 CTZ and along the Saigon River, 15 miles north-
northwest of Saigon, in the 25th Division’s Operation Yel-
lowstone area.

On January 7, a new $500,000 Phu Bai Dial Central Office
was opened to provide a 1,000-line exchange for Marine and
Army elements in the area.  The 1st Signal Brigade project,
12 miles south of Hue, was to be of great value in the next
month because of its strategic location.

PROVINCE CAPITAL HIT

The next day a guerrilla force made a terror attack on
Hau Nghia's province capital of Bao Tri during the early
morning hours. In three hours, following a mortar and
rocket barrage. the VC penetrated to the center of the town.
Vietnamese National Police, Regional Forces, and American
Army advisors broke the attack at the market place. One
policeman, alone at his post, was credited with killing five
insurgents with hand grenades.

Two battalions of the ARVN 49th Regiment rushed to the
aid of the defenders of the city. By dawn 20 enemy bodies
Iay in a row in the center of town and four enemy suspects
were detained. American casualties were three killed and 15
wounded, The Vietnamese police and Regional Forces
casualties were described as light; however, the cost to the
civilian populace was severe.

Eighty civilians were wounded
and 150 families were homeless from the surprise assault,
the first ground attack on Bao Tri in over a year,

Heavy action continued through the next week centered
in the Americal’s battle area of southern I CTZ and the 25th’s
area of operation northwest of Saigon. Many other units
reported enemy activity of resupplying and recently vacated
tunnels and bunkers. Throughout the country the com-
plexes were discoved, but there were only sporadic contacts,

The Vung Chua Mountain signal site, located
near Qui Nhon is @ major communications relay
link between the northern and southern com-
mands of United States Army, Vietnam. Photo
by 1st Signal Brigade—I0.
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The 9th Division launched sweep operations 25 miles south-
west of Saigon against a reported buildup of enemy forces;
however, only light enemy contact was made.

Through the month large and small enemy rice caches
were discovered from one end of the country to the other.
And in the north North Vietnamese Army forces were build-
ing up in the vicinity of the Marine base at Khe Sanh.
The strategic base sits astride the main infiltration route
that skirts the DMZ and funnels insurgents toward Quang
Ngai City and Hue. Army artillery from Camp Carroll,
units of the 108th Artillery Group, were firing constant
support for the bastion, 18 miles away.

Rice and weapons caches turned up in reports so regularly
that soldiers were always on the alert for signs of caches.
The most unusual capture was made by the 11th Armored
Cavalry near the Cambodian border, 70 miles north of
Saigon. A North Vietnamese Regular was spotted carrying
60-pound bags of rice on a bicycle. He tried to out-pedal
an Armored Cavalry Assault Vehicle (ACAV), but he was
no match for the ACAV’s speed. He told of pedalling six
hours to their camp with the rice and two hours back. The
Black Horse troops ended the NVA soldier’s rice smuggling
days.

Sporadic action continued through the third week of
January with small engagements reported and many more
caches being turned up. On several occasions base camps

The 1st Logistical Command
and USARV headquarters
buildings at Long Binh Post
form a geometric pattern in
what a year earlier was jungle.
Photo by Sp4James Lynch—
1st Log. Cmd.
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INNOCENT OR...? Sam-
pans are one of the
main means of transpor-
tation and commerce in
Vietnam. And they are
also the means of Com-
munist delivery of large
quantities of arms and
ammunition. Sampans
make a placid setting on
the waterways of the cap-
ital city of Saigon. Pho-
tos by SSgt. Robert
Peterson, USARV—IO.

were mortared with harassing fire, but none caused anything
but light damage at best. The Ist Cavalry Division did
run across an enemy force estimated at two battalions near
Bong Son in Binh Dinh Province. The 1st Battalion, 50th
Infantry was moving into the area when a lone enemy soldier
was sighted. When the armored vehicles moved into an
attacking position, heavy resistance was met. Gunships
and airstrikes were called in and a blocking foree moved in
on the other side of the enemy. After a day of fighting 128
enemy lay dead on the field of battle. The cavalry lost
four men.

In the closing week of January gunship crews from the
13th Combat Aviation Battalion spotted large sampan flotil-
las 31 miles southwest of Saigon in Dinh Tuong Province.
Thirty-one of the sampans were sunk. Other crews reported
sinking 51 sampans in their delta operations in support of
ARVN infantry action in IV CTZ. Enemy sampan activity
seemed to have suddenly increased as gunships reported
sinking 47 more of the boats the next day.

The Viet Cong attacked the town of Trang Bang, 28 miles
northwest of Saigon. attempting to overrun the district
headquarters, In typical VC fashion the insurgents struck
from three sides with recoilless rifle and rocket fire at the
building. The Viet Cong soldiers were caught in a crossfire
from a Popular Forces bunker across the street when they
assaulted. One guerrilla did cross the barbed wire, but
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The Attacks: The WarF

Military police-
men lead away a
Viet Cong who
was captured in
the immediate vi-
cinity of the A-
mericanEmbassy
during the Com-
munist's  early
morning attack
on January 31st.
Corporal George
Moyer (left), and
Sp4 James M.
Singer, both of
the 527th Milita-
ry Police Compa-
ny, were rushed
to the Embassy
to assist guards
in repelling the
attack. Photo by
Sp5 Donald A.
Hirst, HAC—IO.
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was gunned down before reaching the building. Six enemy
soldiers were killed in the fighting, as were a policeman and
woman. Thirty-five civilians including 16 women and eight
children, were victims of wounds from the attack. The
enemy was forced to withdraw from the town without ever
achieving their objective.

For the next two days action was very sporadic.  Although
weapons and food caches continued to be turned up by search-
ing troops, enemy contact was rare. The planned 36-hour
Tet Truce was approaching. In I CTZ the Communists
were so severe a threat the entire truce period was cancelled
there. North Vietnamese troops were closing in on three
sides of the Marine base at Khe Sanh and it was receiving
heavy shellings daily from heavy artillery and rocket posi-
tions in the surrounding hills,

FAMILIES GATHER FOR TET

Across the rest of the nation civilians and military were
planning family reunions and celebrations for the three-day
holiday starting the last day of the month. Already fire
crackers were being shot off in happv anticipation of the
Buddhist New Year. Tet, being a time of family gatherings,
made movement of large amounts of people possible without
suspicion. This was exactly what the Communist guerrillas

needed. During the days preceding Tet large numbers of

insurgents moved into the major cities of the country.

Arms and ammunition were smuggled in inside produce
and materials carried on trucks and in sampans. They
were then smuggled to cemeteries inside coffins in mock fun-
erals. Even the flower pots were used to hide magazines
of ammunition and hand grenades. By evening of January
30, most cemeteries in the major cities were VC arsenals,

FIRST ATTACK: NHA TRANG

The first of the Tet attacks occurred at Nha Trang at 1:15
a.m. on January 30. The assault was apparently aimed at
the U.S. Military Assistance Compound in downtown Nha
Trang. That night the attacks took place in 27 province
capitals of the 44 in the Republic. The U.S. Embassy was
one the first objectives in Saigon. Strikes were also made
at Da Nang, Hue, Quang Tri, Qui Nhon, An Khe, Pleiku,
Kontum, Dalat, Ban Me Thuot, Hoi An, Tuy Hoa, Bien
Hoa, My Tho, Tan Phu Trung, Hoc Mon, Tay Ninh, Ben
Tre and Soc Trang. Military airbases were also prime targets.
Hit were airfields at Da Nang, Chu Lai, Tan Son Nhut,
Bien Hoa, Pleiku and Tuy Hoa. Major military instal-

lations were also subject to ground and mortar and rocket
attacks, including the huge ammunition dump and the I1

Field Force Headquarters dt Long Binh.

Many of the cities overrun were quickly cleared of the
guerrillas within 24 hours; however, several cities still con-
tained the enemy longer. These included Saigon, Hue
and a few other scattered locations, such as Dalat.

ATTACKS ANGER PEOPLE

The Communists had hoped to rouse the people to a
popular uprising with the attacks. The NYA and VC troops
had been told the people would greet them with open arms.
Nothing of the sort occurred. In fact, by violating the sacred
family celebration of Tet by bombing, burning and disrupting
city life, and by executing civilians, the Communists angered
the people. Slow rage grew in the populace because of the
devastation. Later when a call to arms came from President
Thieu for the drafting of 18- and 19-year olds, many volunte-
ers were immediately waiting in line to join the RV N military
forces.

U.S. EMBASSY SURVIVES ASSAULT

In Saigon 19 Viet Cong blasted a hole in the compound
wall of the U.5. Embassy at about 3 a.m. on the last day
in January. Although several attempts were made to
penetrate the embassy, it was not entered by the terrorists.
The thick cherry wood door at the main entrance took a
rocket grenade hit and stood fast. Insurgents entering the
compound through the shattered wall and by scaling the
rear wall were gunned down in a 6}-hour battle with
Marine guards reinforced by military police from Headquar-
ters Area Command’s 716th MP Battalion. To insure no
VC had entered the embassy proper, a helicopter full of 101st
Airborne paratroopers were landed on the roof to cautiously
search the building from the top down. No guerrillas were
found. The last insurgent died in a civilian aide’s quarters
in the rear of the compound, finished off by the civilian
himself with a pistol thrown to him by the MPs.

The attackers attempted to enter the Independence
Palace grounds, but were driven into an uncompleted hotel
where they held out for two days. Other guerrillas struck
military and government installations all over the Saigon-
Cholon-Tan Son Nhut area. The MACV compound was
struck by sniper bullets and the sprawling Tan Son Nhut
Airbase was invaded by about 700 guerrillas. Tropic
Lightning troops of the 25th Infantry Division were called
to help drive the enemy out of the base. Other American
and ARVN soldiers supported by helicopter gunships were
rushed to the city.

Communist political cadre paraded the streets in an




attempt to rally the people to assist them: they found few
takers. -

Throughout the country superior firepower and logisties
turned the tide against the Communists rather dramatically.
The 1st Cavalry in the north secured Quang Tri, 4th Division
troops had secured Pleiku and Kontum and so it went to the
south where 9th Division troops freed My Tho from the VC.
Through all the fighting the oft criticized ARVN troops
displayed fantastic bravery, along side their American
conuterparts or alone.  They proved that thisis their country
and they are willing to fight for it.

The fierceness of the fighting was attested to by the casual-
ty figures. In three days the Communist death toll was
estimated at over 10,000, Some 3,000 suspects were being
detained.  South Vietnamese losses reached 632 Killed and
1.588 wounded.  American deaths were 281 and 1,195

wounded, Other Free World Forees lost 34 men. At least

3.000 civilians died and another 350,000 were made homeless,

Destruction of property was high also. In Pleiku. 50
,wrc't'lu of the homes were llt‘.-ll"ll‘\'i’(l h}' the fi;_flllin_'_f. But
the worst catastrophe struck Hue, which was completely

taken over by the Communists for several days. By the
time the fighting to retake the eity was completed near the
end of l“l'b]‘llar‘\'. 80 ]wr('l'nt of the r'il_\ was (ll'-lrn_\'t‘li in-
cluding manv irreplaceable art treasures of the Citadel, the
home of Vietnam’s kings many years ago.

Free World Forces quickly moved to block off escaping
Communist soldiers on the outskirts of cities and to destroy
guerrilla mortar and rocket crews harassing military instal-
lations.

After 10 days from the first attacks the brunt of Commu-
nist effort was broken evervwhere except in Hue where the
Ist Cavalry Division blocked additional North Vietnamese
from trying to reinforee the insurgents in the city, who were
slowly being dug out block by block by Marine and ARVN
forces.,

It was feared in many quarters a second wave of attacks
would take place by mid-month.  Vietnamese and American
forces conducted sweeps in the v it'i!|i1_\ nf'lill';_'v cities to break
up the lmv‘ihilir_\'. One delta 1'i1}' was attacked, Bae Lieu.
but the invaders were turned back by ARVN soldiers in a
day-long battle,




In the Saigon-Bien Hoa area, the 25th, and 9th Divisions,
coupled with the 199th Light Infantry Brigade and 1lth
Armored Cavalry, clashed with Viet Cong guerrillas frequent-
ly. The decisive artillery and gunship supporting fires
caused the Communist death toll to mount at an incredible
rate. During early portions of the Tet attacks the only
available aerial gun support was provided by the lst Aviation
Brigade and 1st Cavalry gunships, because of the attacks
on all major airbases.

82ND AIRBORNE ARRIVES

By mid-month President Johnson decided to speed 10,500
more U.S. troops to Vietnam. The first major unit to answer*
the call was the 3rd Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division. The
brigade was rapidly deployed to the I CTZ to alleviate pressure
on Marine forces which were liberating Hue and facing an
estimated four to five North Vietnamese Divisions already
in the corps zone.

On February 18, the second wave of attacks was launched
by the Communists, This time they were not as severe as
the initial attacks as no major ground assaults were launched.
All attacks were basically mortar and rocket barrages.
Nearly every military installation hit at Tet was struck again,
including the ammunition dump at Long Binh and the air-
fields at Tan Son Nhut and Bien Hoa. Sixteen provincial
capitals were also shelled.

On the next day a huge 122mm rocket struck the civilian
passenger terminal at Tan Son Nhut killing one and seériously
wounding 21 military personnel, most of whom were prepar-
ing to return to the United States after the completion of
their tour here.

Heavy fighting broke out on Saigon’s northern perimeter
as the Viet Cong bombarded Tan Son Nhut and General

4Their

homes destroyed by the Viet Cong attack on Saigon,
Vietnamese citizens search through the rubble for salvable

Westmoreland’s headquarters again. The Aviation Brigade
gunships reported sinking sampans attempting to resupply
Communist forces surrounding Saigon. Enemy antiaircraft
guns were located 2} miles south of the Tan Son Nhut
airbase.

During the last week in February the attacks on Tan Son
Nhut and Bien Hoa began to taper off. The Marine and
ARVN troops were digging the last enemy soldiers out of
Hue. Throughout the countryside reconstruction was
beginning. Curfews were still in effect, but the people were
getting back to work. Prices in the major cities were slowly
returning to normal.

The cost to both sides of the Tet attacks was heavy. U.S,
losses were 2,371 killed during the period of slightly over 30
days. Also 11,664 were wounded with some 5,500 being
returned to duty without hospitalization. One hundred
fifty-five soldiers were reported missing in action. The
enemy paid even more dearly for their attempts to take over
the country. For the same period the enemy lost an estima-
ted 25,000 soldiers killed. (No statistics are kept on enemy
wounded.) They lost over 16,000 weapons and a half million
rounds of ammuniton. They also lost their biggest bid to
win the war.

To the zoldiers of the United States Army, Vietnam, there
was much work left to be done. New sand bag emplacements
were strengthening defenses at base camps, More operations
would be conducted. But we had withstood the enemy’s
best effort and won. Our Vietnamese comrades-in-arms
had fought well and bravely with us. A new respect had
grown through the bldod letting that had ocecurred. The
living would continue the struggle, the dead and severely
wounded were done fighting, but the Republic of Vietnam
is still free.

Infantrymen trudge
by the smouldering
ruins in Kontum
after ridding the
city of Viet Cong
attackers. The 4th
Infantry  Division
soldiers from the
1st Battalion, 22nd
Infantry appear
amazed by the
havoc. Photo by
Sp4 Jim Doyle-4th
INF—I0.

material with which to rebuild. Photo by JUSPAO.
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APO SAN FRANCISCO 96375

DCG'S RETURNEE MESSAGE

Your tour in Vietnam is now behind you. It has been a year of hard
fighting - -certainly a period in which the American soldier has per-
formed in the best traditions of the US Army. You may leave this
land of Vietnam--the jungles, mountains, and coastal plains - -with
that inner satisfaction of knowing you have served the cause of free
men everywhere. The Republic of Vietnam and, indeed, our own
nation, are greatly in your debt for your efforts,

Now you are going home to rejoin your family and friends. They are
proud of you and are anxiously awaiting your return. With you goes a
world of knowledge and impressions based on the experiences you
have had in Vietnam. Your friends, neighbors, and the people with
whom you will work will look to you as an authority on what is
happening in the Republic of Vietnam. This magazine, a history of
this country and the year you spent here, may help you to tell your
story.

I commend you and thank you for the job you have done in Vietnam., My
warmest wishes for success in what lies before you.

mmﬁ%,m

BRUCE PALMER, .
Lieutenant General, US Army
Deputy Commanding General

™



Cam Ranh Bay

Front Cover: I'rom the highlands to the delta the soldiers of
USARV have served.
They man the guns along the DMZ and unload

boats on the coast.

The cover is symbolic of service in the Republic
of Vietnam.

The title, TOUR 365, signifies the normal tour
of one year, 365 days.
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Back Cover : In memory of the soldiers of USARV who have
given their lives here.

They were our buddies, our friends and our
comrades-in-arms.

They shall not be forgotten. Their memory will
live forever.
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