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Testimony of SSG Manuel. Lopez:, 
RI\ 50 155 633, 103d Co, 10 th  
.S tu&nt~  Bn, Port  &nnlng:, Georgia,  
t a k e n  8.t Office of I n s p e c t o r  General,  
Fo r t  Benning, Georgia, a t  1240 t o  
131C5 hours  on 13 May 1969, by Colonel 
William V. Wilson, I G .  

'Q. S'GT Lopez, I ain from The Irmpector  G e n e r a l ' s  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. ' The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  con.cerns t h e  a l l e g e d  d e s t r u c t i o n  

O f f i c e  a t  Department of t h e  Army. I am here' on an inves -  
t i g a t i o n  and 1 wi.I.1 r ead  you i n t o  i t .  1 

I .  

of a vi1l.a.ge i n  South Vl.ctnam nic1:named Pl.nlcville which was 
approximately f i v e  o r  s i x  mi l e s  n o r t h  of Quang Mgai C i t y  a t  
coord ina te s  728795, 
of 68 dur ing  t h e  time Co C, l / 20 th  Snf, Task Force Barker, 
conducted sea rch  and d e s t r o y  operat; ions on the  Batangan 
Peninsula .  
a t  the  d i r e c t i o n  of the  Chief of  S t a f f  of the ;  Army. 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  p r i v i l e g e d  i n  t h e  sense t h a t ;  my r e p o r t  w i l l  
be  made t o  t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army. The subs tance  
of the r e p o r t  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t l o n  should n o t  be  d i scussed  
wi th  o t h e r s .  It will carry a CONPIDENNTIAL c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

..The purpose of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I s  t o  determine the  f a c t s  
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h i s  inc ident ' .  SG'P Lopez, I have no r eason  t o  
b e l i e v e ,  o r  no evidence t o  i n d i c a t e ,  t h a t  you a r e  suspec ted  
of anyth1.n.g i n  t h i s  case .  If you d.o provide evidence t ha t  
would be se l f - in .c r i rn ina t ing  t o  you I w i l l .  so warn you. 
Remember you do not  have a requirement t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  y o u r s e l f .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  p l ace  you under oa th .  P l ease  stand and 

The i n c i d e n t  a l l e g e d l y  occurred. i n  March 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  official and! i s  be ing  made 
The 

raise your r i g h t  hand. 

(The wi tness  was sworn.) . .  

Please  s t a t e  your name, grade arid s e r i a l  number. 

Organiz 'ation, s t a t i o n  and p r e s e n t  du ty  assignment .  

A. SSG Nanuel Lopez, RA 50 155 639. 

Q. 
A. The Cha,rlie Co, 1st Bn, 20th I n f a n t r y ,  11th I n f  

Brigade,  Arnsrical D iv i s ion .  
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Test:tmony of SSG ·lIlanuel Lopez, 
RJ\ 50 155 639, 103d Co, lOth 
.Student Bn, }'ort Benning, GeorgIa, 
taken at OffIce of Inspector General, 
Fort Benning, Georgia, at 12ho to 
l3h5 hours on 13 rljay 1969, by Colonel 
l'lilliam V. Wilson, ro. 

'Q, Sa'I' Lopez, I am from The Irwpector General's 
~ffic? at Dep?-rt~l~ent of the Arm~. I am here

l
' on an inves·· 

tigatl0n and I ~lll read you into it. 
A. Yes, sir. .. I .. 

Q. The investIgatIon concel'm' the alleged destruction 
of a village in South VJetnam niclmamed P:i.nlcville wh:l_ch was 
apPl:'oxima.tely fJ ve or six mDes north of Quang Ngai City at 
coordinates 728795. The incj.dent allegedly occurred in Nal'ch 
of 68 during the time Co C, l/20th Inf, 'l'ask Forcc Barker, 
conducted search and destroy operations on the Batangan 
Peninsula. The invest:1.gation is offlcial andiis being; made 
at the direction of the Chief of Staff of the! Army. The 
investigat:Lon is privHcged :tn the sense that! my report H111 
be made to the Ch:l.ef of Staff of the Army. The substance 
of the report and the investigat:lon should not be discussed 
with others. It l'Iill carry a CONPIDI~N'nAL class:1.fication. 
The purpose of the investigation is to determine the facts 
relative to this incident'. SG'I' Lopez, I have no reason to 
believe, or no evidence to ind:lcate, that you are suspected 
of anything in this case. If' you do provide evidence that 
would be self-incriminating to you I will so warn you. 
Remember you do not have a requj_rement to incriminate yourself. 

A. Yes, sir.· . -. 

Q. I'd like to place you under oath. Please stand and 
raise your right hand. 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Brigade, 

(The witness was sworn.) 

Please state your name, grade and serial number. 
SSG Hanuel Lopez, RA 50 155 639. 

Organization, station and present duty assignment. 
The Charlie Co, 1st Bn, 20th Infantry, 11th Inf 

Americal Division. 
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Q. 
A. 

Q. .. 

A. 

&. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Now, 
lO3d Co, l o t h  Student  Bn, F'ort Benning. 

What was your du ty  a.ssignment I n  March 1968? 
I was pla,toon s e r g e a n t .  

What p la toon?  
I was w i t h  t h e  2d Platoon-- .correct ion,  3d Pla toon .  

What compmy? 
Charl.ie Co, l./20th 

Q. Please  d e s c r I b e  i n  de t a . i l  t h e  e v e n t s  whlch occur red  
when Co C, l./20th, Task Force Barker,  conducted Search and 
d e s t r o y  o p e r a t t o n s  i n  the  v i c l n l t y  of a v i l l . age  nicknamed 
P i n k v i l l e .  

A. Well, I c a n ' t  d e s c r i b e  i t  t o o  much b e c a m e  we went 
t o  t h e  a r e a  many t imes .  I d o n ' t  know whIcI,~ t ime,  about  t h e  
t i m e .  We went t o  t h e  P l n k v i l l c  many' o p e r a t i o n s ,  so I c m ' t  
t e l l  you much u.nless I get a 1 i t t l . e  more e x p l a n a t l o n  of  .what 
you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  1 .. 

Q. T h i s  i s  t h e  I.:5O,OOO map sh.eet .  Th i s  o e r a t i o n  

A. I bel.Ieve t h a t  i t  was--1 d o n ' t  .remember t h e  e x a c t  
d a t e ,  b u t  i t  was t h e  CA o p e r a t i o n  t o  tha t  v i l l a g e .  We r e -  
ce ived  an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  it was suspec ted  enemy a r e a  and we 
was .supposed $0 . s e a r c h  ,and d e s t r o y  t h a t  v i l l a g e , .  which we 
d i d .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  reca l l .  what o t h e r  u n i t s  were a t t a c h e d  
t o  us ,  bu t  t h e r e  was some o t h e r  u n i t s  t h a t  I kaow o f ,  bu.t 
anyway o u r  company w i t h  the l s t ,  2d and 3d P la toons  were 
landed i n  t h a t , a r e a ,  or nea r  t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  and. I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  the  t ime,  b u t . i t  was e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. From 
t h e r e  we went i n t o  the  .v i l l age ,  and breakdown by p la toon ,  
and my p l a t o o n  was n o t  even' i n  %he v i l l a g e .  As we passed 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  r ight ,hand s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e - -  

was concerned wi th  the  combat a s s a u l t  on My L a i  ( t - .  ) by : C Co. 

Q. f l n t e r p o s i n g )  That would be  e a s t ?  
A. Right ,  i t  would be on t h e  east, and the--vjhat was 

t h e  p la toon-- I  b e l i e v e  t h e  2d Pl.atoon was the" one th8.t went 
r i gh t  i n t o  the v i l l - age .  We had a l o t  of  c a s u a l t i e s  t h e r e ,  
enemy t y p e .  A f t e r  t h a t  we reorganized  and cont inued  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  we cont inued  forward. 
far ther  we went forward,  bu t  we d i d  walk t h a t  day u n t i l  
about  f i v e  o c  s ix .  o ' c l o c k  i n  the evening.  That  i s  when we 

I c m r t  r e c a l l  how much 
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Q. 
A. 

Now. 
103d Co, lOth Student Bn, F'or't Benn1ng. 

Q. ' 
A. 

What ~Ias your duty asslgnment 1n t-larch 1968? 
I was platoon sergeant. . 

What platoon? .Q. 
A. I was with the 2d Platoon--·correctlon, 3d Platoon. 

Q, 
A. 

vlhat company? 
Charlie Co, 1/20th 

Q. Please describe in detall the events wh:l.ch occurred 
when Co C, 1/20th, Task Force Barker, conductedsNlrch and 
destroy operations j.n the vicin:lty of a village nlcknamed 
Pinkville. 

A. vlell, I can't descrlbc it too much because we went 
to the area many times. I don't know which time, about the 
time. We went to the Pinkvillc many oper.'atlons, so I can't 
tell you much unless I get a little more exp1anat:i.on ofl'lhat 
you are referring to. j. 

Q. This is the 1:50,000 map sheet. This operat:ton 
was concer'ned with the combat assault on My La:\. (lj.) by C Co • 

A. I believe that it was--I don't .remember the exact 
date, but it was the CA operation to that vlllage. We re­
ceived an operatlon that it was suspected enemy area and 11e 
was .supposed to .sc.archand destroy that v1l1age,. which we 
did. I don't really recall what other units were- attached 
to us, but there was somc other units that I know of, but 
anyway our company with the 1st, 2d and 3d Platoons were 
landed in that. area, or near to that village, and I can't 
recall the time, but.it was early in the morning. From 
there we went into the ,village, and breakdown by platoon, 

. and my platoon was not even· in ·the v1l1age. As we passed 
the village, the right~hand side of the vi11age--

Q.. tInterposing) That would be east? 
A. Right, it would be on the east, and the--what ~las 

the p1atoon--I believe the 2d Platoon was the'" one that went 
right into the village. We had a lot of casualties there, 
enemy type. After that ~Ie reorganized and continued the • 
opera tion, we contlnued forward. I ce.n r t recall how much 
farther we went forward, but we did walk that day until 
about five 0·1' sJx o'clock in the evening. That is ~Ihen \'Ie 
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stopped f o r  overnlght . 
I Q. When you recelved the  order t o  destroy the  

i i  A. T don't  remember, s i r .  I don' t  even remember. 
vj.llage, how was t h i s  order  given? 

\, I 

Q. Were any in s t ruc t ions  giveli regarding the  de- 

A. Well., i f  I r e c a l l  r ight ,  yes,  i t  was. 'We was 
s t r u c t i o n  of the  iirhabitantd? 

supp0:;ed t o  go i n  and search th.e Village'  and i f  there  wc2s 
any clv:Lllar~s we was supposed t o  move them a.side, search 
them, of course, and a f t e r  we cleared the  v i l l a g e  we was 
t o  turra them loose  unless  they were young inen anywhere from 
12  t o  35 or so,  we brought; them back t o  the r ec r ,  and o ld  
l a d i e s  o r  soiiiethlng l i k e  t h a t ,  t o  search them and leave 
them i n  the  v i l l a g e .  

combat a s sau l t  which d i f fe red  from any o ther  combat a.ssault? 
Q. There were no in s t ruc t ions  given regarding th1.s 

A. 

Q. 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Landed. f irst? 

Q. 
A. No, sir. Let me see .  We had an a i r  s t r i k e  and 

a r t i l l e r y .  
t i ons ,  broken'down i n t o  sect ions,  and we 1anded;I bel ieve,  
wi th  the  f i r s t  platoon t h a t  came i n  f i r s t ,  or--no, sLr, I 
am qu i t e  sure  we a l l  landed a t  the  same time. 
down a t  the  same time. 

I don't  remember, sir. 

What was the  sequence of.inovement o f ,  your platoon I 
i n t o  the  landing zone? Which platoon-- 

You were. the  f i r s t  platoon t o  land? 

Then a f t e r  t h a t  we were brought down i n t o  sec- 

We a l l  came 

Q. 
A. LZ? Well, i n  my sec t ion  it  was not,  but I do 

Q. 
A. 

Q. Who were. the  squad leaders? . 
A. (Pause) L e t  me see i f  I remember. (Pause) I ' 

Was the  LZ hot  or cold? 

bel ieve there was sn iper  f i r e  there  when we got t he re .  

Who was your platoon leader? 
(Pause) I bel ieve a t  t h a t  .time i t  was CPT Hauck. 

. __~..€Ie was a l ieu tenant  a t  t h a t  time. . 
.~ 

don ' t  remember r e a l l y  because we changed so  many people 
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sto'ppC:!d fOl' overn:tght. 

t. Q. When you rece:l.ved the order to destroy the 
v:~.llage. hol'l \~as this order given? 

: A. I donlt remember, sir. I donlt even remember. 

~. Q. Were any instJ:uctions given regarding the de-
struction of the in .. h.abitants? 

A. Well, if I recall right, yes, .it ViaS. We was 
Suppo,)ed to go in and search the village and :tf there was 
any c:tv:tJ.ians we Vias supposed to move them aside, search 
them, of course, and after we clearcc1 the village we was 
to turn them loose unless they were ~roung men any\~here from 
12 to 35 or so, Vie brought them back to the rear, a,nc1 old 
ladles or something like that, to search them and leave 
them in the vlllage. 

Q. There were no instructlons g:tven regarding th1s 
combat assault which dlffered from any other combat a,ssault? 

into 

A. I.donlt remember, sir. 

Q. 
the 
A. 

What was the sequence of'movement 
landing zone? Which platoon-­

(Interposing) Landed first? 

OflYOUr platoon 

Q. You Vlerethe first platoon to land? 
A. No, sir. Let me see. We had an air strike and 

artillery. Then after that we Vlere brought down into sec­
tions, broken dOVin into sections, a,nd we landed,' I believe, 
with the first platoon that came in first, or--no, sj.r, I 
ani qv.i te sure \~e all landed at the same time. We all came 
down at the same time. 

Q. the LZ hot or cold? 
A. 

believe 

Was 
LZ? 

there 
Well, in my section it was not, but I do 

was sniper fire there when we got there. 

Q. Who \'las your platoon leader? 
A. (Pause) I believe at that .time 

...... He was a lieutenant at that time. 
it was CPT Hauck. 

.. 
Q. \'Iho were. the squad leaders? . 
A. (Pause) Let me see if I r~member. (Pause) I 

donlt remember really because we changed' so many people 
around. 
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.&. Was a 1VC Gruver l.n your platoon? 
A. Yes, he was. 

Q. Did you obacrve him on t h i s  operation? 
A. Well, I observe everybody, but I have so many 

I people cha t ,  you know, 1 don't-- 

&. ( In te rpos ing)  Do you know a LT W i 1 7 . i a m  Cal.ley? 
'A. Calley? 

I 
Q. C*-A-L-L-E-Y. 
A. Yes, slr.  I '  
Q. 
A. No, sir. He was platoon leader  of e i t h e r  the 1st 

Did you observe h i m  on t h i s  operation? 

o r  2d Platoon. . .  

Q. You d idn ' t  see him? 
A. No, sir, I d i d  no t .  

A. Yes, s ir .  We had t o  coordinate r r i t i ?  one platoon 
Q. D i d  you ske h i s  platoon? I 

and the  othcr,  but I have seen them from a long d is tance  
going through the v i l l age .  

Did you see h i s  platoon round up v i l l a g e r s  and 
machine- gun them? 

We had d i f f e r e n t  sec t ions .  

Q. 

A. No, sir, I did not .  

Q. 
A. No, sir. On t h a t  day we--that I know of--we 

captured, I bel ieve,  about four  o r  f i v e  weapons i n  my 
sec t ion  and there  was a l o t  of b u l l e t s  going around, so I ' 
coul.dn't pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  everybody and I d idn ' t  receive 
a complete repor t .  

Was t h i s  ac t ion  a t  My La i  (4)  any more in tense  
than t h e  normal operat ions which you pa r t i c ipa t ed  in?  

Did you see anybody do t h i s ?  

Q. 

A. In  a way it  was, yes, sir. 

Q. Was the  enemy ac t ion  more severe? 
A. Yes, sir. 

e 

Q. 
A. Yes, sir, he was. 

Was PFC Doherty i n  your platoon? 
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.Q. Was a PJ.'C Gruver 111 your platoon? 
A. Yes, he Vias. 

Q. D:ld you observe him on this operation? 
A. Well, I observe everybod:>', but I have so many 

people 1{ha t, you knOl'/, I don' t--

Q. ( Interposing) 
Calley? 

Do you know a L'I' W:llliam Calley? 
'A. 

Q. 
A. 

C··A-JrL- E-Y • 
Yes, sir. I : 

i 
Q. Did you observe him on this operation? 
A. No, sir. He ~Ias platoon leader of el trier the 1st 

or 2d Pla.toon. 

Q. You dldn't see him? 
A. No, sir, I did not. 

Q. Did you s'ee his platoon? I 
A. Yes, sir. \'[e had to coordinate with one platoon 

and the other, but I have seen them from a lopg distance 
going through the v:tllage. We had· different sections. 

Q. Dld you see his platoon round up villagers and 
machine-gun them? 

A. No, sir,I did not. 

Q. Did you see anybody do this? 
A. No, sir. On that day we--that I know of--we 

captul'ed, I believe, about four or five weapons in my 
section and there was a·lot of bullets going around, so I' 
couldn't pay attention to everybody and I didn't recelve 
a complete report. 

Q. 
than the 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

'. 

Was this action at My Lai (4) any more intense 
normal operations which you participated in? 

In a way it waS, ye.s, sir. 

Was the enemy action more severe? 
Yes, sir. . 

• 
Was PFC Doherty in your platoon? 
Yes, sir, he was. . 
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Q. , 
A. A t  t imes I d i d ,  yes, s i r .  

Did  you observe him on this operat ion? 

Q. Did you ever  see  him f i r e  on wounded c i v i l i a n s ?  
A. '  No, s1.r.. A1.1. t h e  c i v i l i n n s  t h a t  we had wounded 

We u s u a l l y  tagged them and sen t  them back t o  the  rear  t o  
t h e  hospl.ta?. . 

-Q. Do you know PFC Remhard t?  
A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Did you see him on t h i s  operat lon? 
A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Did you see him f i r e  on any wou.nded c i v i l i a n s ?  

Q. Was Pinkvi1l.e burned o r  My hi ([I.) burned? 
A. Part of i t  w a s ,  yes, s ir .  

Q. 
A. Probably was, sir. We sta.yed i n  p e r a t i o n  f o r  a 

A. No, s i r .  , 

Were any o t h e r  vill.all;es burned on t h i s  opel%tloil? 

l ong  time, more than  two o r  t h r e e  bays. I 4p probab1.y was, 
but  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. How many casualt5.es did you have i n  your platoon 
f r o m ' t h i s  operat ion? 

A. None, sir. 

Q. 
A . ,  No, s ir ,  I d i d  no t .  

Did you ever  go throuli;h the  v i l l a g e ?  

Q. 
groups? 

A. Yes, sir, I did.  

Q. Where were these? 
A. The ones t h a t  I seen were on a t r a i l  or road 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  They were i n  t h e  rogd? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many? 
A. That I cannot t e l l  you, s ir .  

Did  you ever  n o t i c e  p i l e s  of bodies s tacked or i n  

r i g h t  across--  

" -  
A L w- 
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Q. Did you observe him on this oper'ation? 
A. At times I did, yes, oir. 

Q. Dj.d you ever see hlm fire on \'lounded civilians? 
A.' No, sir,. All the civiHnno that we had wounded 

\~e usually tagged them and sent them back to the rear to 
the nosp:ttai. 

Q. Do you know PPC Bernhardt? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Dj.d you see him on this operat:1.on? 
A. Yes, 31r. 

Q. Did you see him fire on any wounded civilians? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Was Pinkville burned or r·jy 1.ai (Ii) burned? 
A. Part of it was, yes, sir. 

Q. Were any other villages burned on this operat:i.on? 
A. Probably \~as, sir. \ve sta,yed in pperat:i.on for a 

long time, more than two or three days. It! probably vias, 
but I can't remember. ' 

Q. 
from'this 

A. 

How many casual tles 
operation? 

did you have in your platoon 

None, sir. 

Q. Did you ever go through the village? 
A., No, sir, I did not. 

Q. Did you ever notice piles of bodies staclced or in 
groups? 

A. Yes, Sir, I did. 

Q. Where were these? 
A. The ones that I seen were on a trail or road 

right across--

Q. (Interposing) They were in the' ro~d? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many? 
A. That I cannot tell you, sir. 
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Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

.Q. 
A. 

Was i t  normal t o  see bodies i n  groups l i k e  thj.s? 
No, s5.r. 

Could you t e l l  how they were Ic:Llled? 
Yes, s ir .  

Hod were they kS.lled? 
Some were k i l l e d  by the  a i r  s t r i k e  or a r t i l l e r y  

and some were k i l l e d  by rifl;. 
I 

Q. How many groups d i d  you. no t ice  l i k e  t h i s ?  
A. Well, slr, maybe one or two groups, b u t  there  were 

b o d i e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  places--not a stack,  b u t  j u s t  one o r  two 
bodies I n  d i f f e r e n t  places .  

Q. How could you t e l l  t h a t  some o f  these  people i n  
t h e  stacked group ol" bodies were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. The way they were messed up, s i r .  Some of the  
people ,the f e e t  blown off  or gone, o r  the  leg o r  arm was 
gone. If hit by a b u l l e t  there  was j u s t  a. sma1.I ho le .  

appear t o  be a l ive?  

an SOP. We searched the  bodies and people t h a t  were wounded 
we sen t  them back t o  the  r e a r .  We t a g  them up, call.  the 
dust-off ,  and the  dust-off comes and picks them up and takes  
them t o  the rear .  Every t ime we went t o  a v i l l a g e  we 
searched.every body t o  see If they were dead. 

I 
Q. D i d  any of these  ind iv idua ls  i n  the  s tack  of bodies 

A. No, sir. S5.rJ 3.n our company we hdd something l i k e  

Q. Did your platoon search t h i s  group? 
A. No, sir, we have d i f f e r e n t  people searching 

Q. Do you know who was designated t o  perform t h i s  

A. No, sir. What we did,  we had a squad. If  a squad 

throughout the whole company. 

mission during t h i s  operation? . 

came through it  t h e  squad leader  would designate  one or two 
guys t o  go i n  and search these people. 

had been prepped by a r t i l l e r y  before My Lai (LL)? 
Q. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Had you been on an operat ion where &the v i l l a g e  
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Q. Was it n01'mal to see bodies :tn groups like thj,s'! 
A. No, slr. 

Q. Could you tell hOl1 they were k:t11ed? 
A. Yes, sir. 

.Q. Hovi were they kHled? 
A. Some were killed by the air str1ke or art:tllery, 

and some were killed by r10e. 

Q. HoW many groups did you not1ce l:l,ke th1s? 
A. ~leJ.l, sir, maybe one or two groups, but there were 

bodies in different places--not a stack, but just one or two 
bodies in different places. 

Q. How could you tell that some of these people in 
the stacked group of bodies were killed by artillery? 

A. ~'he way they were messed up, sir. Some of the 
'people the feet blown off or gone, or the leg 01' arm was 
gone. If hit by a pullet there was just a. sma1,l hole. 

Q. Did any of these individuals in the stack of bodies 
appear to be all ve? ' . 

A. No, sir. Sj.r, 1n our company we had something like 
an SOP. We searched the bod1es and people that were wounded 
we sent them baclc to the rear. \ve tag them up, call the 
dust-off, and the dust-off comes and p1cks them up and takes 
them to the rear. Every time we went to a village we 
searched. every body to see if they were dead. 

Q. Did your platoon search this group? 
A. No, sir, we have different people searching 

throughout the whole company. 

Q. Do you knol-I who was designated to perform th1s 
mission during thls operation? . 

A. No, sir. What l'le did, we had a squad., If a squad 
came through it the squad leader would designate one or tl'lO 
guys to go in and search these people. 

Q. 
had been 

A. 

Q. 

Had you been on an operation where .the 
prepped by artillery before My Lai (Ii)? 
Yes, sir. 

Did the casualties, rf\r,t;Ntf as high 
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d i d  i n  My La3. (LI-)? 

A. . No, sir .  

Q. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Do you a t t r i b u t e  the  la rge  number of ca,su.altSes 
t o  a r t 5 l l e r y  and air strikes? 

9 Q .  Did you hea,r an abnormal a.mount of' small arms 
f i r e  when the  l e a d  platoon was sweeplng t h e  billage? 

A. Yes, sir,  I d i d .  I 
! 

&. 
A. No, s i r .  It was a l o t  of confusion g0in.g on 

Could you t e l l  from which d i r ec t ion  ihe  enemy 
f i r e  was cowing? 

because i t  was maybe the  second o r  t h i r d  time that we had 
a hot  LZ l i k e  t h a t  and the  confusion was hard t o '  cont ro l ,  
so w e  couldn ' t  t e l l ,  I couldn ' t  t e l l  where It was coming 
from . 

. /  

. Q. Did you see CPT Medina on t h i s  opcr t i on?  
A. Yes, sir, I d i d .  

Q. 

A. I don't  remember f o r  sure, sir ,  but I am q u i t e  

Q. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

D i d  you land a t  about t h e  same time that he went 
i n ,  ox was he the re  when you arrive'd? 

su re  we a l l  landed a t  the  Same time. 

operat ion? 

.. ,. 

Were you given a company b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  

Q. For t h e  whole company? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
A. Pardon me? 

Q. 
A. Yes, sir. 

A. I don't  r e c a l l ,  sir, how it was stated, but  t h i s  
v i l lage  was known t o  be an enemy, say, where they had an . 
enemv base a rea ,  and we was t o l d  t h a t  they were a l l  supposed 

Was it, a t  the  time, s t a t e d  t h a t  the  inhabi tan ts  
were t o  be destroyed? 

That t h e  v i l l a g e r s  were t o  b e  destroyed--the people? 

Q. How was t h a t  stated? .. 

-w- 
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did in My l,ai (ll)? 
A. No J s:1.r. 

Q. Do you attribute the large number or casu().ltles 
to art1llery and air strikes? 

A. Yes, sj.r. 

'Q. Did you hear an abnormal amount of small arms 
fire when the lead p~at:>on was sweepJng the livillage? 

A. Yes, sir, I dld. . ' 
! 

Q. Could you tell from which direction the enemy 
fire NUS com:Lng? 

A. No, sir. It waS a lot of confus:Lon gOing on 
because j.t was maybe the second 01' third time that \'Ie had 
a hot J~Z like that and the confusion was hard to control, 
so \'Ie couldn't tell, I couldn't tell where H was coming 
from. ~ 

Q. Dld you see CPT Medina on th:ts opel'. tion? 
A. Yes, Sir, I did. 

Q. Did you land at about the same time tl:1at he went 
. in, or was he there when you arrive·d? 

A. I don't remember for sure, sir, but I am quite 
sure we all landed at the same t:l.me. 

Q. Were you g:l.ven a company br:lef:lng prior to this 
operation? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. For the whole company? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was it, at the time, stated that the inhabitants 
were to be destroyed? 

A. Pardon me? 

Q. That the villagers were to be destroyed--the people? 
A. Yes, sir. . 

Q. How was that stated? •. 
A. I don't recall, Sir, how it was stated, but this 

village was knOl111 to be an enemy, say, where they had an . 
enemy base area, and we waS told that they were all supposed 

to be enemy, fO~ urFlelALLJ~E.ONLY 
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Q. Were your ins t rvc t ion?  t o  k i l l  these  people? 
A. Inlel l ,  yes, s:l.r, we were in s t ruc t ed  t o  k i l l  these  

people, yes, s i r .  We were in s t ruc t ed  to- - i f  wie ca.ptured 
people--not j u s t  k i l l  everybody, i f  we cou.ld. capture  these  
people, t o  capture them and seameh them and send them back 
t o  the rear.  

.Q. t h e  people? . .  

A. No, a t  no time. 

Q. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you read t h i s  document? 
A. Yes, sir,  I d i d .  

Q. Do you know who published it? 
A. No, sir, I do not .  

Q. Do you remember tihat i t  sa id?  
A. No, sir.  

Q. What were your i n s t r u c t i o n s  regarding the capture  
or deten t ion  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I don ' t  remember t h a t  toda.y, sir, but every time 
tha t 'we  captured c iv i l i ans - - in  t h i s  case t h e  v i l l a g e  VJaS 
supposed t o  be an enemy base camp. 
c i v i l i a n s ,  we search them and send them back t o  the  rear .  
What they  d i d  a t  the  r e a r  I don' t  know. 

Q. ,%that d i d  you do,' o r  what were your in s t ruc t ions ,  
if somebody ran from you? 

A. Well, our i n s t ruc t ions  was, s ix ,  t o  be sure .  If 
there was any enemy captured w e  had an assembly a rea  whe.re 
they had a l l  the  c i v i l i a n s , t o g e t h e r  and we had guards there  
and from t he re  the  company commander took over and. he cal-led 
back t o  the  rear and.somebody come up and picked them up. 
Oi" course, our i n s t ruc t ions  was t o  s t o p  the  man, say dung 
l a i  t h r e e  times--dung l a i ,  dung l a i ,  dung:lai--and i f  they 
continued on we had t o  shoot them. - 

You were not t o ld  then t o  go i n  t h e r e  and ktll all 

. .  
Have you. ever seen a document on Rules of Enga.ge- 

mcnt? 

. I .  

What we d i d  wi th  

Q. D i d  t h i s  0ccu.r on t h i s  opePation? 
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Q. Were your :l.nstl'uction.'3 to kill these peoplc? 
A. \.,re11, yes, s:tr, we wcre instructed to kill these 

people, yes, sir. vIe were j.nstructed to-- if we captured 
people--not just kill everybody, if we could captUl'c these 
people, to captul'c them and sea.rch them and send them back 
to the real'. 

.Q. You were not told then to go in there and kill all 
the people? 

A. No, at no time. 

Q. 
ment? 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Did you read this document? 
Yes, sir, I did. 

Do you know who pubHshed it? 
No, sir, ,I do not. 

Do you remember what it said? 
No, sir. 

j 
Q. \,lhat were your instructions regarding the capture 

or detention of civilians? 
.A. I don't remember that today, sir, but every t:tme 

that we captured civilians--in this case the village Has 
supposed to be an enemy base camp. vlhat we did with 
civilians, we search them and send them back to the rear. 
What they did at the rear I don't know. 

Q. .vlhat did you do, or what were your instructions, 
if somebody ran from you? 

A. Well, our instructions was, sir, to be sure. If 
there was any enemy captured we had an assembly area whe.re 
they had all the civilians together and we had guards there 
and from there the company conunander took over and he called 
back to the rear and'somebody come up and picked them up. 
Of course, our instructions was to stop the man, say dung 
1ai three times--dung lai, dung lai, dung:lai--and if they 
continued on ~le had to shoot them. • 

Q. 
A. 

Did this occur on th:ts opel:'ation? 

Tf,ORIOrf\Cl Arlis EibN LY. 
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Q. 
A. No, sir, 'it d i d  not;. 

Q. k!helere was t h i s  holding center  f o r  the  captured 
or detalned c lv i l lams  located f o r  t h i s  oprrat ion? 

.A* # e l l ,  sir,  5.t was u.p t o  our platoon where we 
wanted t o  have it, so  we would u.sual1.y have 4 . t  back t o  the  
rear .  After we l e f t  the  area and knew it  was. c lcar ,  we 
l e f t  three or f o u r  guards and sent  a l l  the  peop1.e back there  
and assembled them. 

d i d  i t  occui* rvS.th you? 

Q. hlere these  people normally tu.rized over  t o  conipa.ny 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. How many people d i d  you round up i n  t h i s  fash-l.on 

A. None, sir. 

A. The most of the  people were 3.n t h e  v i l l a g e  and my 
platoon d i d  not went ( s i c )  t o  the  Village because vie had 
t h e  e a s t  s ec t ion  of: the  v i l l age .  We ran  i n t o  a l o t  of enemy 
t h a t  would f i r e  a t  us  and we k i l l e d  three  o r  four ,  I guess. 
We captured three  or four  weapons. We d i d  not run I.nt,o a 
l a rge  amou.nt of people, personnel. Most'of the  people were 
i n  t h e  viJlage.  

the v i l l age?  

cont ro l?  

a t  MY Lai (" I )?  

Q. ' Why? 1 

Q. Was LT Galley's platoon the  platoon t h a t  was i n  

A. Yes, sir. .~ 
I .  

Q. These ind iv idua ls  t h a t  you k i l l e d ,  t h a t  your u n i t  
k i l l e d ,  were they armed? 

A. Well., s ir ,  some of them were, yes, s:l.r, but we 
run In to  many cases i n  Vietnam t h a t  maybe the're a r e  10 o r  15 
people armed wi th  weapons'. 
the  o thers  took t h e  weapons away and made i t .  

If you k i l l e d  only maybe f i v e ,  

Q. 
A. Yes, s ir .  

You werc rece iv ing  f i r e  from these  ,individuals? 

Q. Was the  f i r e  coming from t h e  vi l lage? - 
A. Yes, sir, i t  was. 
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Q. Dld it occur 111th you? 
A. No, sir, "it did not. 

Q. \'lhepe ViaS thls holdlng center fOl' the captured 
oJ:' detaIned clvll:lans located for th:ls op8ration? 

.A. \'l~ll, slr, :tt was up to our platoon where we 
wanted to have it, so we would usually have it back to the 
I·ear. After Vie left the area and lmevJ it was. clear, we 
left three or fOUl: guards and sent all the people back thex'e 
and assembled them. 

Q. Were these people nor·mally turned over' to company 
control? 

A. Yes, slr. 

Q. Ho\~ many people 
(il) ? 

dld you round up in this fashIon 
at r.1y Lai 

A. None, sir. 

Q. Why? J 
A. '1'he most of the people were 1n the vl.llage and my 

platoon did not ~Ient (sic) to the village because \'le had 
the east section of the village. We ran :tnto a lot of enemy 
that \'lould fire at us e.nd we killed three or four, I guess. 
We captured three or four I'leapons. We dld not run :I.nto a 
large amount of people, personnel. Most"of the people \'lere 
in the vi;t.lage. 

Q. Was L'1' Calley's platoon the platoon that was in 
the vUlage? 

A. Yes, 511'. 

Q. These individuals that you killed, -that your unit 
k:tlled, were they armed? 

A. ~lell, Sir, some of them were, yes, 5:1.1', but we 
run into many cases in Vietnam that maybe the're are 10 or 15 
people armed with weapons'. If you killed only maybe five, 
the others took the weapons away and made it. 

Q. You were receiving fire from these~individuals? 
.A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was the fire coming from tl'te village? 
A. Yes, sir, it was. 
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Q. And your f i r e  was. d:ircctecl back :into the  vl.llage? 
A. Yes, sir, i t  was. 

Q. Which, I suppose, could be considered c ross  f l r e .  
A. Yes, s i r .  

Q.' 

.A. . Yes, sir, I d i d .  

Q. By whom? 
A. I do not remember my medic, b u t  he; d i d .  

Q. Was your med1.c Fl.ores? 
A. 

about theil. 

i 
D i d  you see any tnedieal a t t e n t i o n  bding given t o  

c i v l l i a n s ?  

I 
I " .  

It could have been a t  that time. He was my medic 

Q. 
A. Well, I don ' t  know about the  o ther  platoons,  but 

What type of medical a t t e n t i o n  vws being given? 

i f  ive found a man o.r lady o r  k i d  tha t  was wounded, we d i d  
our b e s t  t o  give them f i r s t  a i d .  If vie couldlnot take care 
of i t  we tagged the  man and ca l led  the  dust-o f t o  pick him 
up back i n  the r8a.r. f 

Q. D i d  you see t h i s  happening? 
A. No, sir, I d i d  no t .  

Q. ' Did  you ever rece ive  an o rde r  t o  s top  the  sla,u.ghter? 
A: I don' t  remember, sir.  

Q. Or not t o  k i l l '  any more c i v i l i a n s ?  
A. I don' t  remember t h a t  , e i t h e r ,  s i r .  

Q. Was any attempt made t o  warn the v i l l a g e r s  of th:l.s 

A. Well, sir, I don't know because there  was an a i r  
0pera.t ion? 

s t r i k e  going on r i g h t  next t o  the v i l l a g e  and the  a r t i l l e r y  
and I am sure  they  knew we were coming. 

Q. What type of munitions were used f o r  the  a i r  s t r i k e ?  
A. I don' t  know, sir .  

-w Y 
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Q. And your nre HaS dIrected back :into the vHlar;c? 
A. Yes, sir, it was. 

Q. \~h:l.ch, I suppose, could be considered cross f:'Lre. 
A. Yes, sil'. 

Q. . Did you see 
civj.lians? 

any medical attent:'Lon being given to 

.A. Y~s, sir, I did. 

By whom? Q. 
A. I do not remember my med:l.c, but 

Q. Was YOul' medi.c PJ.ores? 

, 

h) did. 
! 

A. It couJ.d have been at that t5.me. He was my medtc 
about then. 

Q. What type of medical attention mJ.s peing gi ven~ 
A. WelJ., I don't lmol1 about the other pJ.atoons, but 

if i~e found a man oX' lady 01' kid that l1as 110unded, we did 
our best to give them first aid. If we couJ.d!not take care 
of it l1e tagged the man and called the dust-off to pick him 
up back in the rear. . 

Q. 
A. 

Did you see tM.s happening? 
No, Sir, I did not. 

.. 

Q. Did you ever receive an order to stop the sJ.aughter? 
A.· I don't remember, sir. 

Q. Or not to kill any more civilians? 
A. I don't remember that·either, sir. 

Q. Was any attempt made to warn the villagers of th:1.s 
opera.tion? 

A. Well, Sir, I don't knol1 because there l1as an air 
strike going on right next to the village and the artillery 
and I am sure they lcnew l1e were coming. 

Q. What type of munitions were used for the air strike? 
A. I don't knOl'T, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

Was it napalm? 
I am quite sure it ~la.s. 

. . fOR OFHC\Al USE ONLY 
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Q. 
A. Well, 5.t was near t o  the  v i l l a g e .  I don' t  Icno;.! 

Q. 
A. No, sir ,  I d i d  n o t .  1 seen a. l o t  of ho les  mad:: 

Q. Where was t h i s ?  
A. Right at the  v i l l a g e .  

Q. I n  the  v:l.llage? 
A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. 

Was t h i s  on the  vi l l 'age o r  away from the  vilI.ae;e? 

how c lose  :it w a ~ ,  but i t  was n e m  the  v i l l a g e .  

D i d  you see t h e  napalm? 

by t&e a r t i l l e r y .  

Have you ever  known !he men t o  complain ab0u.t 
r e s t r a i n t s  being imposed on them during combat ac t ion?  

A. No, sl.r4 , .  
. >  

Q: 
A. I don't  remember h i s  name e i t h e r ,  s i r .  

Q. 

A. . I am qu:i.te sure  there  were, yes, s i r .  

Q. 
A. Yes, s i r , . I  believe--yes, s ir ,  we had some, th ree  

Do you k:now SP 11 Pa.u.l? 

Were there  any South Vietnamese Nbtionals on i h e  
operat ion,  and I mean National. Police,  Popu'lar Force, 01' 
ARVN? 

Do you remember seelng any? 

o r  four of them. . .  

Q. What were they? 
A. f: bel ieve they were National Pol ice  and, plus ,  we 

had an i n t e r p r e t e r  i n  the  company. 

Q. 
A. I don't  remember h i rn 'e i ther .  

Q. 
A. Yes, sir, 1 d i d .  

What was t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ' s  name? 

D i d  you see the  National Pol ice  commit any a t r o c i t i t .  

. Q. What d i d  they do? 
A. I seen the  National Police a f t e r  we captured people  

j u s t  t ake  them out and k i l l  them. 

Q. On t h i s  o e ra t ion?  
FOR BFFUAL USE OMY 

29% (LOPEZ) 

I 

I,GFDIlM 2 5 
JAN 5(1 _" 

1 
2· 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
e 
9 

10 
II 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
III 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29· 
30 
3\ 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 

/ 37 
38 
39 
40 
4\ 
42 
43 
44 
45 

~OR OfHC\f\L USE ONL '{ 
Q. Was this on the vD.lage or at'laY from the viJ.J.ac;e? 
A. vlell, H was near to the village. I don't leno;'l 

how close it was, but it was near the village. 

Q. Did you see the napalm? 
,A. No... sir, I did not. I seen a lot of holes made 

by the artillery. 

Q. vlhere was this? 
A. Right at the villaGe. 

Q. In the v:!.llage? 
A. Yes, sh'. 

Q. Have you ever known the men to complafn about 
restrafnts being imposed on them during combat action? 

A. No, s1r. 

Q. Do you lmow SP J.~ Paul? 
A: I don't remember h1s name either, sir. 

Q. Were there any South Vietnamese Nationals on the 
operation, and I mean National Police, Popular Force, OI' 
ARVN? 

A. I am qu:t.te sure there were, yes, sir. 

Q. Do you remember seeing any? 
A. Yes, sir,1 believe--yes, Sir, we had some, three 

or four of them. 

Q. What were they? 
A. ! believe they were National Police and, plUS, we 

had an interpreter in the company. 

Q. v.1hat was the interpreter's name? 
A. I don't remember him ·either. 

Q. Did you see the National Police commH an~T atrocit:ie 
A. Yes, Sir, I dld. 

Q. 
A. 

just take 

Q. 

"That did they do? 
I seen the National Police after 
them out and kill them. 
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A. ' No, s i r ,  I don ' t  remember on t h a t  opera t ion ,  

Q. Did you know any of t h e  National. Pol.ice that  were 
on this operat ion? 

A. No, s i r .  

QQ' Did  you see o r  hear  of a group of f i e l d  grade 
o f f i c e r s  in te rv iewing  company personnel a t  t h e  base camp 
a few days ' a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  concern lng ' the  P i n k v i l l e  
i n c i d e n t ?  

but I have seen i t  on another  ope ra t ion .  

A. No, s i r .  

Q, 
A. 

D i d  you know CPT Wedina's r a d i o  opera tor?  
I may. I don ' t  r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  time a t  tha,t t ime. 

I can ' t  r e c d l ,  s i r ,  

wi th  hlm? 
Q, When you saw CPT Pledina was h3.s r ad io  . .operator  

A. Yes, sir.. 

Q. D i d  you see t h e  r a d i o  opera tor  a t  any time' f i r e  
a weapon? 

A. No, sir,  1 d i d  nd t .  I 
I 

Q. 

A. No, sir. O h ,  yes, sir. Yes, sir,  ' I  d i d .  It was 

Q. How d i d  t h i s  occur? 
A. I don ' t  know how i t  occurred, s ir ,  but  anyway i t  

Q. Did you l a t e r  hear,  o r  a t  any time hear ,  t h a t  

A. No, sir. 

Did  you hear ,  o r  d,o you know of a mar who'shot 

He shot  it w i t h  a .45. 

himse1.f i n  t h e  f o o t .  i n  t h e  P inkv i l l e  area? 

i n  the same opera t ion ,  t oo .  

happened because I was t h e r e  at, t h e  t ime. 

a t r o c i t i e s  had been committed i n  t h t s  v i l l age?  

Q. Did you see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. 
k i l l e d ' i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

How many South Vietnamese would you e s t ima te  were 

A. South Vietnamese? None. . 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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A. No, sir', I don't remember on that; operation, 
but I have seen it on another operation. 

Q. 
on this 

A. 

Did you know any of the National Police that vlere 
operation? 

No, sj.r. 

6 Q: Did you see or heal' of a group of f:leld grade 
9 officers interviel'Iing company personnel at the base camp 

10 a few days 'after the operation concerning the Pinkville 
11 incident? 
12 A. No, sir. 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

Q. 
A. 

I can't 

Dld you know CPT l\ledlna' s radj~'o opera tor? 
I may. I don't recall at thls tlme ~t that tlme. 

recall J s:tr. 

16 Q. When you savi CPT ~ledina was his radio ,operator 
19 wi th h:l.m? 
20 A. Yes, sir. 
21 
22 Q. Did you see the radio operator at any time fire 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
26 
29' 

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
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45 

a ~Ieapon? 
A. No, sir, I did not. 

I 
Q. Did you hear, or do you knovi of a man' who' shot 

himself in the foot in the Plnkville area? 
A. No, sir. Ob, yes, sir. Yes, sir,' I did. It vias 

in the same operation, too. He shot it with a .45. 

occur? Q. 
A. 

happened 

How did this 
I don't know 

because I was 
how it occurred, sir, 
there at, the time. 

but anyway it 

Q. Did you later hear, or at any time hear, that 
atrocities had been committed in th:ts village? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you see any interrogations going on? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. How many South Vietnamese 
killed 'in this village? 

would you estimate ,were 

A. South Vietnamese? None. 
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Q. How many civilians would you estimate were killed 

A. I can't tell, sir. I don't know, sir. I believe 
in this v:Ulage? 

they were riot S o u t h  Vietnamene, s i r .  ! 

Q. I' am r e f e r r i n g  to the inhabitants OP thc vi:11.~ge. 
'A. No, I don't know, sir. In some cc .yes, sJr, l l k e  

I say, I don't kilow how nany civilians t he re '  were because 
some of these Vietnaincse there  were actua.llyi North Vietnamese, 
but they were dressed in civiliari clothes an'c? didn't have 
any identification except weapons. 

I 

Q. Was the enemy in this area NVA o r  VC? 
A. Both, s i r .  We found a bunker bullt there. We 

can tell they were very well  ready to fight, sir'. There 
were bunkers all over the area. 

Q. 
A. Yes, sir, I did. 

Q. 
A. No, sir. It was the first time I saw.him that 

Q. 

A. No, sir. I heard somebody meniion it, but I 

Q. Why were they. crying? 
A. Well, they say it was one o r  two men who just 

Q. Fear? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you think the personnel shot or-killed the 

A. No, sir. 

Did you. see a photographer on this bperation? 

Do you know who he was? 
i 

... date. 

in the compamy 'prior to the operation? 

didn't notice nobody. 

. Did you notice any men crying a t  the meeting h e l d  

didn't want to go. 

Do you feel that your unit conducted this operation 
with a feeling of vengeance? 

inhabitants of the village because of vengeance? 
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Q. How many civilians 1'I0uld you est:tmate vlere killed 
in this village? 

A. I can't tcll, sir. I don't knol'l, sir. I believe 
they were not South V:Letnamese, sir. 

~ I' am referring to the inhabitants of the village. 
·A. No, I don't know, sir. In some cases, sjr, like 

I say, I don't knoVi how many ci v11:tans there I were because 
some of these Vietnamose there were actually! North V~letname8c), 
but they vlere dressed in civilian clothe's and dIdn't have 
any identiflcation except 1·leapons. . 

Q. vlas the enemy in thi8 area NVA or VC? 
A. Both, sir. He found a bunker built there. He 

can tell they were very \'Iell ready to fight, sir'. There 
were bunkers allover the area. 

...... date. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Did you See a photographer 
Yes, Sir, I d:td. 

Do you knol1 vlho he was? 

on this 6peration? 
. . I 

No, sir. It was the first time I saw· him that 

Q. Did you notice any men crying at the meeting held 
in the company 'prior to the operation? 

A. No, sir. I heard somebody mention it, but I 
didn't notice nobody. 

Q. Hby were they· crying? 
A. Well, they say it was one or two men who just 

didn't want to go. 

Q. Fear? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you feel that your unit conducted this operation 
with a feeling of vengeance? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you think the personnel shot or"killed the 
inhabitants of the village because o£ vengeance? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you hear at any.UiHfileol{tt'Va 
fOR Off\C\Al I~t . 
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21 

Vie tnaiiie s e w ouil de d boy w n s ma chine - gunned? 

no t  t o  my knowledge. 

of him? 

A. No, s i r .  That never happened t h a t  I kn.ow of ,  

Q. * , Who was SGT G a y  Rosohevltz? 

A. NO, slr .  

Q. Did you ever  hear  anybody say that  anything a.live 

A. I never d i d .  

Q. Was the  l ives tock  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  k i l l e d ?  
A. I dori t t  remember t h a t  e l t he r ,  sir. 

Q.' 
A. No, s i r .  

Q. 
A. No, sir. ' 

Q. 
o r  from the v i l l age?  

A. Yes, sir, I d i d .  They were not a l i v e  a t  the  time 
1 got down there .  

Q. They were not? 
A. No, s i r .  

Q. 
A. I don't  know, maybe 10 or 15 o r  20. There were a 

Have you ever hea,rd 

should be k i l l e d ?  

Was it ever r e fe r r ed  to ,  a s  t o  whether o r  not  t hey  

* . I  
should k i l l  t h e  l ives tock?  

Was there ,  any reference t o  poisoning the water? 

Did  you see any, men of m i l i t a r y  age in t h e  v i l l a g e  I 

How many would you say tha t  you saw? 

l o t  of them around, There were a l o t ' o f  them running of 
that  age, too, 15 t o  25, and they had a l o t  of weapons, too .  

Q. Did' you see th is? ,  
A. Yes, sir, I d i d .  

Q. 
A. This  was outs ide  the  v i l l age ,  s i r .  This  was not  

Q. D i d  CFT Medina ever say that  t h e  inhabi tan ts  of 

A. , No,. sir, he never d i d .  

Were they running through the  v i l l a g e  o r  w t s i d . e ?  

I n  the v i l l a g e ,  . 
t h i s  v i l l a g e  were responsible  f o r  former c a s u a l t i e s  i n  C CO? 
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Vietna.mese wounded boy \'II).S machine-gunned? 
A. No, sj.r. That never happened that I knoVl of, 

not to my Jcnowledge. 

Q .. Who was SGT Gary Rosohevitz? Have you ever hea.rd 
of him? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever that a.lj.ve 
should be killed? 

hear anybody say a.nything 

A. I never did. 

Q. VIas the livestock in the village killed? 
A. I don't remember that eith.er, sir. 

Q. Was it ever referred to, as to whether or not they 
should kill the li vestocl{;? 

A. No, sir. ' . i 

Q. 
A. 

Was there. any refer'ence to poisoning the ~later? 
No, sir .. 

Q. Did you see I any. men of military age Hl the village 
or from the village? 

A. Yes, sir, I did. They ~Iere not alive at the t:tme 
I got down there. 

Q. They were not? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. How many would you say that you saw? 
A. I don r t know, maybe 10 or 15 01' 20. There were a 

lot of them around. There were a lot'of them running of 
that age, too, 15 to 25, and they had a lot of weapons, too. 

Q. Did you see this? 
A. Yes, sir, I did •. 

Q. Were they running through the 
A. This was outside the village, 

in the village. 

village or outside? 
sir. This WaS not 

.. 
Q. Did CPT Medina ever say that the inhabitants of 

this village were responsible for former casualties in C ~o? 
A.No,sir, he never did. 
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Q. Did you know PFC Widmer? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you see him on t h i s  operation? 
A. 1,clon' t  remember, sir.  He used t o  be our RTO. 

Q. Was t h i s  group of bodies t h a t  were stacked to-  
ge ther  i n  a d i t ch  or  on a road? 

A. I am sure  i t  was i n  t h e  road, but once again,  
sir, we were i n  d i f f e r e n t  places .  It might have been 
another one some place.  I don' t  know. T h i s  one X seen 
was i n  the  road. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Do you remember stopping t o  e a t  a t  noon? 
Yes, sir, we did.  

Did you s top  near t h i s  group o f  bodies? 
No, sir,  I d id  not .  

Did your platoon s top  near t h a t  group? 

I1a.d you already passed them? 
Yes, sir, my platoon had already passed them. 

D i d  you see the  a r t i l l e r y  prep i ra t ion?  
3: don't remember, sir. 

I 
No, sir .  . .  

Did you.have a rad io  w i t h  you? 
Yes# sir. 

Q. 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You were on the company net?  
A. Yes, sir, t h e  company net .  

Q. 

Did you hear any communication between b a t t a l i o n  
and t h e  company--not ba t t a l ion ,  but t a s k - f o r c e  headqu.arters 
and the company? 

I may have asked you t h i s  before,  but I am not  
sure .  
mander t o  s top  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  or'were these  ins t ruc t ipr i s  
passed out t o  the  company? 

Did you receive Ins t ruc t ions  from the  company com- 

A. I f  they were, sir, I don' t  remember. 
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Q. Dld you knol'l PFC \'lldmer? 
A. Yes, slr. 

Q. Did you see h:l.m on this operat:l.on? 
A. I, don '.t remember, sir. He used to be our RTO. 

Q. Was thls gl'OUp of bodies that were stacked to-
gether in a dltch or on a road? 

A. I am sure it was in the road, but once again, 
sir, we were ln different places. It might have been 
another one some place. I don't know. 'rhis one I seen 
was in the road. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
and the 
and the 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Do you remember stopping to eat at noon? 
Yes, sir, we did. 

Did 
No, 

Did 
No, 

you stop near this group of bodies? 
sir, I did not. 

. . .' . I 
your platoon stop near that group? 
sir. . 

He,d you already passed them? 
Yes, sir, my platoon had already passed them. 

Dld you see the artillery preparation? 
I don't remember, sir. 

Did you have a radio with you? 
Yes, slr. 

Did you hear any communication bet~leen battalion 
company--not battalion, but task'force headquarters 
company? 

No, sir. 

You were on the company net? 
Yes, sir, the company net. 

Q. I may have aslced you this before, but I am not 
sure. Did you receive instructions from the company com­
mander to stop kl1ling civilians, or' were these instructipns 
passed out to the company? 

A. If they were, sir, I don't retnember. 
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.Q. Did you a t  any time observe a loud-speaker air- 
c ra f t?  

A. Yes, s i r .  j 

Q. . During t h i s  operation? 1 .  
A. Again I don.'t remember because they used t o  go 

Did you s'ee any l e a f l e t s  dropped p l o r  t o  o r  

around so many t imes,  
I ,  . 

Q. 

A. I don' t  remember any l e a f l e t s . ,  

Q. ' D i d  you see any on the ground? 
A. I don ' t  remember e i t h e r .  

during t h i s  operation? f ; '  
3 .  

Q. 
A. Si r ,  I be l ieve  i t  was given t o  us .  I ca.nlt re- 

Q. 

Q. Did you ever  hear t h a t  PFC's Terry and Dohcrty 
f in i shed  o f f  a group of wounded c i v i l i a n s  l e f t  behind by 
t h e  lead ing  platoons? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 

A. 1 don't  know, sir ,  He was not i n  my platoon. 

Q. 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
A. Yes, sir, he d i d .  

Do you know thempula t ion  of My Lai (4)? 

I 
A. No, sir, we d id  not .  I 

member i t  now. 

Did you ever  go back t o  t h a t  v i l l age?  

Did you know SP 4 Torres? 

Do you know if he was ever given an order  t o  f i r e  
on a group of assembled v i l l age r s?  

Was Bernhardt i n  your p la toon? .  

Did Bernhardt complain very much? 

Q. 
A. The only complaint t h a t  he had was,too much time 

What types of complaints d i d  he have? 
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Q. 
, craft? 

A. 

Dj.d you at any time observe a loud-speaker air­

Yes, sir. 

Q. During this operation? 
A. Again I don't remember because they used to go 

'around so many times. 

Q. Did you see any leaflets dropped 
during th:l.s operation? 

A. I don't remember any leaflets., 

Q. 
A. 

Did you see any on the ground? 
I don't remember either. 

to 01' 

Q. Do you know theIDPulation of My Lai (4)? 
,A. 

member it 

Q. 
A. 

Sir, I believe it was given to us. I can't re-
now. I 
Did you ever go back to that villag~? 
No, sir, we did not. I 

Q.Did you ever hear that PFC's Terry and Doherty 
finished off a group of wounded civilians left Behind by 
'the leading platoons? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you know SP 4 Torres? 
A. Yes, sir. 

. 
Q. Do you knovi if he was ever given an or,der to fire 

on a group of assembled villagers? 
A. I don't know, sir. He was not in my platoon. 

Q. Was Bernhardt in your platoon? . 
A., 'Yes, sir. 

Q. Did Bernhardt complain very much? 
A. Yes, sir, he did. 

Q. What types of complaints did he have? 
A. The only complaint that he had was ~too much time 

in the field and not enough time back in the base camp. 

That was it. 'FOR OHiCIAL USE ON1~, 
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Q. 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. 
A. No, sir. 

Q. ' What sequence of r e t u r n  t o  the  base camp from t h i s  
Now I mean by t h a t  was your platoon t h e  f:Lrst t o  go 

A. Again, sir, I don't  remember. We usua l ly  go Out 
I don ' t  rea,l ly 

Did you e v e r h v e  any indica,t ion t h a t  he was upset 
about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  operation? 

Or th8.t any of the  men i n  y0v.r platoon were upse t  
about t h i s  operation? 

area? 
back p r  the  ' l a s t  t o  go back? 

t o  t h e  f i e l d  and s t ay  out  f o r  a long time. 
remember. We usual ly  r o t a t e  pla.tooi?s. 

Q. 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was he a squad leader  a t  tha t  time? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Do you remember SGT Smail? 

Q. SGT Cox? 
A. I don' t  know, sir. H e  might havc 'got k i l l e d  before  

t h a t .  I don ' t  remember f o r  sure. Ke got k i l l c d .  

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

.. , .. , 

Which squad d i d  SGT Smail have? 
I be l ieve  it was the  2d Squad, sik. . 
s p  4 Grimes? 
He was i n  3d Squad. 

Was he a squad leader? 
Yes, sir, he was. 

How do you s p c l l  t h e  first sergeant ' s  name? 
Who was t h a t  first sergeant?  

I have Hobscheid. 
Hobscheid. I can ' t  s p e l l  h i s  kame e i t h e r .  

Have you ever observed LT Calley i n  combat? 
Yes, sir. 

D i d  he appear t o  handle himself well? 
d o f f i c e r .  
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Q. Did you ever have any indication that he was uPGet 

about this particular operation? 
A. No, s:tr. 

Q. Or tha,t any of the men in your platoon were upset 
about this operation? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. What Elequence of return to the base camp from this 
area? Novi I mean by that was your platoon the f:trst to go 
back pr the 'last to go back? 

A. Aga:tn, s:!,r, I don't remember. \ve usually go out 
to the field and stay out for a long time. I don't really 
remember. vie usually rotate platoons. 

Q. Do you remembel' SGT Smail? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. vias he a squad leader at that time? 
A. Yes, sir. 

SGT Cox? i Q. 
A. 

that. I 
I don't knol1, 

don't remember 
sir. He might have got killed 
for sure. He got killed. 

before 

Q. Which squad did SGT Smail have? 
A. I believe it was the 2d Squad, sir. 

Q. SP 4 Grimes? 
A.He was in 3d Squad. 

Q. Was he a squad leader? 
A. Yes, Sir, he was. 

Q. How do you spell the first sergeant I s name? 
A. Who was that first sergeant? 

Q. I have Hobscheid. • 
A. HObscheid. I can't spell his name either. 

Q. Have you ever observed LT Calley in combat? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

Did he appear to handle himself 
Certainly, a good lieute~fL~ a 
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Q. 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you have a.ny reason to feel that the action 

Did. you cver see him cormnit .any atrocities? 

at My Lai ( 4 ) ,  except for the enemy resistance, was any 
different from any other operation that you conducted wh4J.e 
you were in Vietnam? 

A. NQ, sir, but it was a lot of 'enemy resistance 
there' and it was not like going t.o some other village that 
we went to where there was no enemy fire and if there was 
civilians we would help' them and keep them from getting 
pounded. In here we had to fire baclc because of the enemy 
f i r e .  We probably dld kill some people that we didn't want 
to kill, 

Q. You said there were a large number of dead in the 

A. Yes, sir. 
village area? 

Q. Larger than normal? 
A. Yes, sir, there were, 
Q. 

A,. No, sir. 

Q. , Did they discuss it later? 
A. No, sir .  

I Did you notice that this impressed the men of your 
platoon in any way? 

Q. 
A. No, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. You are not being investigated. The incident is 

A. L mean after the investigation what happens? 

Q. A s  I told you, the investigation concerns the 
alleged destruction of a village in South Vietnam niclcnamed 
Pinkville and the time 

Do you have any further information concerning the 
matters we have discussed? 

Do you have any further statements to make re- 

No, sir. 
garding the subject under investigation? 

what am I being investigated f o r ?  

being investigated. 

The only think I would like to ask is 

You are merely a witness. 

FQR OfF\k\EmdOM-P March Of ''' 
e 305 (LOPEZ) 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
6 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
16 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 

. 38 
39 , , 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

bUi*H tiUr.:.ltllll\l~ ~ 

.FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLy 

Q. Did you ever see him corrun:i.tany atrocities? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you have any reason to feel that the action 
at My J4ai (lj), except for the enemy resj,stance, was any 
differer;tt from any other operatlon that you conducted whD.e 
you were in Vietnam? 

A. NQ, sir, but it was a lot of enemy resistance 
there' and it 11as not 1:Lke gOing to some other village that 
~Ie went to where there was no enemy fire and lf there was 
civilians we would help them and keep them from getting 
pounded. In here we had to flre bacle because of the enemy 
fire. We probably d:ld kill some people that we didn 1 t Want 

·to kill. 

Q. you said there were a large number of dead in the 
village area? 

A.' Yes, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

Larger than normal? 
Yes, sir, there I~ere. 

Q. Did you notice 
I 

that this impressed the men of your 
platoon in any way? .' 

A. . No, sir. 

Q. Did they discuss it later? 
A. No, slr •. 

Q. 
matters 

A. 

Q. 
garding 

A. 
what am 

Do you have any further 
we have discussed? 

NO, sir. 

information concerning the 

Do you have any further statements to malce re­
the subject under investigation? , 

No, sir. The only think I would like to ask is 
I being investigated for? 

Q. You are not being investigated. The incident.is 
being investigated. You are merely a witness. 

A. I mean after the investigation what happens? 

Q. As I told you, the lnvestlgation concerns the 
alleged destruction of a vj.llage ln South Vietnam nicknamed 

Pinkville and?ok OFf\t1~etJstoNt V,n March of 68. 
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Q. 
part of i t .  

There a r e  o ther  a l lega t ions ,  bv.t t h a t  i s  not 

A. Yes, sir. 

'Q. ' SGT Lopez, t h i s  i s  an ofi"ic%al :Lnvbstigation: 
It is priv:Lleged i n  the  sense t h a t  my r e p o r t j w i l l  h e  made 
t o  the  Chtef of Staff  of the  Army f o r  such aict ion o r  for 
such use as he deems appropriate .  You a r e  ordered not  t o  
d i scuss  t h i s  inves t iga t ion  o r  the  quest ions and answers 
covered during tliis interview except as you otherwise may 
have a r igh t  t o  do so  i n  accord.ance w i t h  law. 

A. . Yes, sir. 

Q. 0. K . ,  Sergeant, thank you f o r  coming i n .  
A. Yes, sir. I 

(The witness was excused.) I 
(The foregoing testimony of SSG Manuel Lopez I was taken 

s tenographica l ly  amd trymscribed by A l b e r t  F, Smith, Su.per- 
v i s o r y  Shorthand Reporter, Off ice  of The Inspec tor  General, 

'"Headquarters, Department' of the Army. ) 
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A. All right. 
i . 

Q. Th,ere are 
, 

o.ther allegatio.ns, but that is no.t 
part o.f it. 

A. Yes, slr. 

'Q. SGT Lo.pez, this is an o.ffidal :tnvestigatio.n. 
It is priv:tleged in the sense that my repo.rt!will be made 
to. the Ch:i,ef o.f Staff o.f the Army for such a.ctio.n Dr for 
such use as he deems appropriate. Yo.u 8,1'e ordered no.t to. 
discuss this investigatio.n 0.1' the questio.ns and ans\'lers 
co.vered during tl11s interview except as yo.u o.therwise may 
have a r:tght to. do. so. in acco.rcJ.ance wIth law. 

A. Yes, sIr. 

Q. 
A. 

O. K., Sergeant, thi;ml{ yo.u fo.r co.ming In. 
Yes, sIr. 

(The witness was excused.) I 
(The fo.rego.ing testimo.ny o.f SSG r·1anuel Lo.pez was taken 

steno.graphically ancJ. transcribed by Albert F. SI)1:t th, Super­
viso.ry Sho.rthand Repo.rter, Office o.f 'l'he Inspecto.r General, 

. 'Headquarters, Department ,o.f the Army.) 
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