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Testimonv of Mr. Roger D. Murray,

_ o i e, Waukegan, Jllinoils,

taken at haLcher Hotel, Room 909,

Waukegan, Yllinois, at 1830 to 2000 i
hours on 14 Junc 1969, by COL William V. ki
Wilson, "IG. '

Q. As you know, Y am from the Department of the
Army and with The Inoocctor General's oflice there., Tnls
investigation concerns the dl]cged dcubﬂuctlon of a village
in South Vietnam nicknamed "Pinkville", and we are talking
about My Lai (4). Pinkville itself wes My Lai (1), but
this area ilg referrved to as the Pinkville complex, and.
this was approximately five or six miles north of Quang
Ngail City. The incident allegedly occurred in Maecch of
1968 during the time ¢ Company, 1/20th, Task Force Barker,
conductcd search and destiroy operations on the Batangan
Peninsula, or just south of il., The investigation is
official and is being made at the direction of the Chief
of Staff of the Army. The investigatlion is privileged in
the sensc that my report will be made Lo the Chiefl of
Staff of the Army for such purpose as he deems neccssary.
The substance of this investigation should not be dis-
cussed with others because it is privileped. 1t will
carry a CONWIDENTIAL classlfication. We consider it a
sensitive case, The purpose is to determine the facts
involved in this particular incident whiech covered a
period of Lhrec days, really, bul we are Interested
primarily in what happened the first day.

I would like to place you under oath, Would
you stand and railse your ripght hand. _

(The witness was sworn.)
Please state your full name, position and
present status?
A. My full name is Roger Donald Murray. I am &
civilian, discharged from the Army April 25th, 1969, I
work for Sears Roebuck and Company. .

Q. What is your occupation?
A, Professional salesman., _ .

Q. And your home addres
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A, s Wauvlkepan, Tllinois.

Q. Well, what was your duly assignment in March
of 1968 at the time of this OpcratJon9
A. I was radio-telephone operator, battalion radio,
Q. Were you assigned to C Company?
A. Yes, sir,
Q. You werc on the battalion net?
A. Yeo,
Q. Did you operate the radio for the company commander?
A, No. ¥ operated battelion-radio for the company

commander, between battalion and CO, which at the time he
got a call I gave the phone Lo him.

Q. But you were with the company commander?
A. Right.
; |

Q. Now, prior to that werc you a rasdio operator?

A. Right.

Q. In the same position?

A. Uh-huh,

Q. ftnd after that, was this your job throughout the
time of your tour in Vietnam?

A. Right .

Q. You really never had any other job except RTO?

A. Right.

Q. When did you joln C Company?

A. T believe it was October 1G67 in Hawaii.,

Q. You vwent over with C Company?

A. Right,

Q. I am golng to show you a photograph with the
numbers one through six on 1t, and starting with number one,
would you identify any of the people in that photograph .
that you might know?

(The witnhess examined the hotogruph )
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A. Number three is me.

Q. oK.

. Number five is our interpreter. I don't
remember his name,

Q. Does The name Lapgunoy ring a bell -- L-A-G-U-N-0-Y?

A. No. What's the name again?

Q. What we belieﬁe, a Sergeant L-A-G-U-N-0-Y,

A. That doesn't ring a bell, no,. [ -

Q. Do you know any of the others?

o, Captain Medina.

Q. That is what number?

A. Number two.

Q. Anybody else?

A Well, most of these were ncw guys when I got

back to the company.
from the company. l

To PO

o

a.
up - front.

Q.
there?

a.
to us and

Q.
until you
A,

Q

this occur

T was gone almost a month auay

/
Do you remember this particular incident?
Right,

Who is that that has the bandage on his fool?
T can't rcmember his name,

Do you know how he received that wound?
No, I don't. All I know the man was wounded

We came forward and called for help, a chopper.
Now al the time this man was wounded, were you

I was in the rear, moving up.. They called back
sald there was a man wounded, and we came forward.

How long from the time you received that call
got to this location?
Oh, I couldn't tell you for sure.

Do you.rcmember the part of that village where
red? Was 1t to the east or west?
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A, i T am not mlstaken, I think it was the south
end of the village.

Q. The south end?
A. Right. I am nol sure,
Q. Now the landing zone, as far as we have been

able to determine, was on the west

A. Right. 8o this would be south, because if I'm
not mistaken, this was the end of the village., There
vere a few hootches here and right to our left was the
main village.

Q. So that would have been, to your north was the
main village and this was on the southern end of it?

A. Right.

Q. Does the name Carter mean anything to you?

A. Carter -- that is his first name?

Q. Last

A, Huh-uh,

i

Q. How about a SPH Capezza? i
A, He might have been the medic. I'm hot sure,
though. T knew most everybody by their first name.

Q. I have a roster. This thing is by grade,
The PFCs start here. These are SP4s and the SP5s start
there (indicating on roster).

(The witness examined the roster.)

A. What was that name?

Q. Well, the name Capezza -- C-A-P-E- Z Z-A -~ that's
a SP5. The roster is a month later.

A. If I am correct, if he was a medic, he wouldn't

be on the roster. They had thelr own roster, if I am
nol mistaken.

Q. Do you remember who the company medic was?
A. That was who I was thinking might be him,

@ " PEROFHUMI USEONLY -
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A. Right, But he was new when I got there,

Q Vould you dezceribe 1n detall the events which
occurrcd when C Company, 1/20th of Task IForce Barker
conducted search and destroy operations in the vicinity
of a village called My Lal (4)? HNow, I will give you
a map which might assist you in recalling, and I will
explain this arca, This is Sheet 6739 II Series LTO1lY,
title: Quan Ngai. This is My Lai (1), the pink arca
(indicating on map), the road. This is vhat is called the
Citadel. LZ Dottie was up in this area (indicating).

A. Right,

Q. Uptight was about here (indicating), and then
of course you have your two rivers Song Tra Khue, Song.
Diem Diem, This is the Cape Batangan.

A. This is the village right here, sir, that we
hit (indicating on map).

Q. Right. |

A. Then we came in from here. 71 know we landed
from the west after the artillery had ccasced from the
gun ships. We came in here and went through the
village and then worked right around this village in
herc (indicating on map), and by mid-afternoon, or late
afternoon, excuse me, late afternoon ve énded up here
(indicating on map). :

Q. Where 1s that, My Khe (2)° , ,
A, We were going to stand the night and landed
on here (indicating on map). If I remember this
correctly now, we moved -- that's right, we moved all
the way down to there and we caught one -- we callecd him
Victor Charlie, and I believe he was a big wheel, I
don't remember his status. It would be like a colonecl
to us. I am not quotlng. I am nol sure. And they
turned him in and they said we were out of artillery reach,

~and we moved back, and I think it was back in hecre, I

I am not mistaken, it is right in here (indicating on map).

Q. It is near My Khe (1). Are you describing one
day or three days?

A. Oh, that's threce days. You want Jjust the
one day. We moved through the village and stayed
right here by a cemetery, pretty close to (3).

FgR'OFFIClAL USE O!NLY\M

(MURRAY )




—

f rh

1D 0 ) D U S ) A e

P ey
U S RN = O

17
16
19
20
21
22)
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
3t
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
4t
£2
43
A4
45

mmnl.xufw

FOR OFFIClAL USE ONLY

Q. My Khe? _

A. My Xnhe (3). That's where we stayed the first
night after we went through the villape, and stayed
right aboul in there somevhere (LndLCdL1ng ot map). The
second day we went all the way down here

Q. South?

A South, to My Khe (2). We didn't stay there,
though., We came back to My Khe (1). Then we moved oul
the next day., They picked us up ~-- I can't remember -- I
think it was ripght along, if I am not mistaken, across a
river; I know that. It was right in this arca they
picked us up (Jn61CdL1ng on map).

Q. This would be the Song Diem Diem where the pilcl-

up was? Wags Cheye a briefling before this operation took
place?

A. Yes.

Q. Who briefed you? }

A. The CO. f

Q. What was the briefing? !

A. He told us -- as a matter of fact, he told
us wherce we were going to land, what was going on. He

kept the company well informed on what was golng on all
the time. He was a good CO, and he told us 1t would be

a search and destroy misiion, if 1 am not mistaken, and
what the operation was for and who to look for, and that
the information was that Charlie had been staying in this
village and we better find him.

Q. Did he give any specific instructions on how
the operation should be conducted?
A. By telling which platoon to go whcre°

Q. Well, yes, and vhether the village was to be

destroyed?
A. I don't remember,
Q. Was this briefing associaled in any way with a

~ funeral or a memorial ceremony?

A. I am not surc. See, I only stayed there for, a

CRROFOALUTET
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Phal irst briefing? .
Right, because T had to take care of the radios,

and I don't remembar too much about it.

ro TO PO

A.

D

Do you know a LT Willlam Callecy?
LT Kelly?

Calley?
Right.

Did you see him on this operation?

- No,

Not during the three-day périod?
I seen him that night., That was the only time

I seen him,

Q.
A.

Q.
A

The first night?
Yes,

Vhere vwas Lhis?

This was where we set up ounr RO at, bubl during

the day I wouldn't see him al all unless the CO would

call him back Lo our position,

Q.

A.
because I

Q.

.A.

Q

|

what wave of the combat assavlt werc you with?
The {irst bunch, the first load that went in,

carried the radio.

You were with CPT Medina?
Yes, '

What was your position in the aircraft? Were

you vy the door or on the inside?

I think I was sitting on the inside. I sal on

the inside. . o

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.
be in the

Q.

Could you sec oul of the doors?
Uh-huh.

Were the door gunners firing? :
T gon't remember if the -- no, because we werc
right in the center. If they were flring, they wouldn'tb

center because we ride the center shift usually.

Did you receive any fire?

PR
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2
3 Q. Before you hlt the ground?
4 A. I don't know.
5
6 Q. Did you receive any fire when you hit the gfound?
7 A, I heard somebody firing, but I don't know who
& was firing.
9
10 Q. Did you hear the artillery?
/ Y
11 A Just before we landed T did.
12
13 Q. Did you sec the artillery?
14 A. No -- coming in, do you mean?
15
16 Q. Yes.,
17 ‘ A. No.
18
18 Q. Did you sce the results of where the artnller
20 landed?
21 A. Just out in the rice paddles mos tly. What I
gf saw, I only saw a few craters, and that's all,
& Q. Did you sec any of the gun ships fJTing°
23 A, Y was sitting in the middle. I couldn't sece
26 them all.
27 . .
28 Q. How about when you hit the ground?
28 A. They stopped Tiring after we hit the ground, if
g? I am not mistaken. I am not sure, though,
32 0. Did you know a PFC Terry?
gi A. PYC Terry -- I presume that's his last name?
35 Q. Yes, Michael B. Terry is his full name.
%6 A. I don't know offhand.
37
38 Q. How about a PFC Doherty -- D-O-H-E-R-T-Y?
f: A. Not offhand. A lot of guys had nicknames.
P Q. Did you know a PFC Bernhardt?
:g A.  Yes. 1 can't picture what he looks like, though.
44 Q. Did you see him on this operation?
45 &,  Bernhardt -- vhat was he 1in? ¥ don't think I
Xl - ) 4WM
G714 (MURRAY )
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seen him that night, if I saw him at all, because I didn't
gsee too many guys {rom the headquartcrs sectlon, but the':
name sounds lomiliar, I Just don't know what hc looked
like, i

Q. From the time you got off your dircvqft hov
long did it take to complete the sweep of My Lai (M)
A. The village we hit?

Q- YeS - . 'I

A, Oh, Just guesslng, maybe three hours because we
were gearching everything out. . I

Q. Was the village burned?

A. Some buildings were sct afire,

Some of them were burning?
Yes.

Was the village burning when you went in 19
Well, I actually didn't walk right in the
heart of it, buL vie came up last, so there uere a few
burning whcn we came into it. I couldn't tell you if
it was nothing but artillery or gun ships.

>é> o

Q. So actually the village was under attack for

~ about three hours, you estimate?

A. I wouldn't say they were under attack for
threc hours, but we searched it. I am not positive,
This is back a year, year and a half ago. I am Just
guessing, because we had a late start to begin with, too.

T am trying to think where we ate lunch at, becauue_
we set up and searched the village. When vie come through

we always search it thoroughly for weaponu and such.

Q. D1d you eat lunch in the village?

A. Thal is what I am trying to think., I don't
think we did. I think we were on the outskirts of it.

Q- This would be on what section, what part?
A. It would be the east., We were heading east.

Q. You had moved through then by the time you

ate lunch? You had cleared the village?

A, I think we had, I am not sure, now, .
0 | [
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Q. Who was with you when you were ecating lunch?
A, Headguarters section, and the company was .
around us. : L

, Q. Do you'rememher wvho was in the heédquaﬁters
section? : S
A. Do you mean in the way of names?
Q. Yes. - .
A. Oh, Jeez -- Captain Medina, myself, The last nameg
I am lousy on., First names I could give you.” =
Q. Vho else by first name?
A. John,

Q. What was his job?

A. He was company RTO. Belween him and -- what
was his name? He was company RT0O and the one who was
carrylng the radio, . :

How about LT Storms? Did you know a LT Storms?

Q.

A. He was our X0, f

Q. Was he with you?

A. No,

' Q. Was he on the operation?

A. No, not LT Storms, no, I am pretty sure he
wasn't., ,

Q. Does the name Widmer mean anything?

A. There we go. He was the other one.

Q.  Other what?

A. RTQO.

Q. And he was theé company RTO?

A. No, it was between him and John,

Q. Does the name "Paul" mean anything?

A. T am hot sure if his last name was "Paul" or not.

Q. Last name "Paul", Let me show you the roster..
Let me sece the roster. "John H., Paul" -- does that ring
a bell? ' ' '
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A. That might be him.
st Q. At least at the time of this roster he wés a
A, Uh-huh, so was John.
Q. Was he with you? John was there?
A. Right, '
Q. The John but you don't know whether his name

was ‘John Paul or not?
A. T think that might be it,

Q. And he vwas what? He was the company .
A (Interposing) He would be company RTO.

Q. And what wag Widmer? .

A.-  Well, they switched back and forth.

Q. But there were only two radios?

A. Right. We had a third one but that was

artillery. , . i
[

Q. Thig man was always attached, I suppose, the
artillery RTO? '
A. Right,

: Was he the same man each time or was he
different? :

A. No, We keep them -- I would say they stay
out in the field sometimes threc to four months and then

" they rotated them,

Q. Do you remember the radio-telephohe operators
that were Iin the platoons? .
A. Oh, no, They rotated them. They switched them
around . '

Q. What vwag the radio thal you wvere usihg at that
time? ‘
A. What kind or what?

Q. The nowenclature?
A. 1 don't remember,

FOR OFFICIAL USE 0
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" supporting helicopters?

sir.
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Q. Tt was a back pack?
A. It was a 25H.
Q
A

It was a 25, PRC-25?
Right, PRC-25,

Q. And this was the radio that was on the company
net and the baltalion net, or the type of equipment?
A. Right, the only radios we used were PRC-25s,

Q. Did you ever use your radio on the frequency
that the platoons were on? '
A. . No, unless something happened to the other

radio, That was in case of emergency, like rain would-
hit you with the radios, and right away 1 tell battalion

‘T am leaving on 5 and call the platoons up, but- I dldn't

use it with company at all; T used it with battalion.

Q. You did not? That day you did not change

frequency?
A. No.
Q. Did you ever communicale with any of the

supporting aircraft? { ,
. A. T don't remember that at all. The (O might have.
I don't remember calling them. ' '

Q. Was it common to talk frequently with the

A. It depended on whether -- if we were going into
a "not" 12 or something, sometimes we talked to them and
sometimes we didn't. I think we did talk to one chopper,
if T am not mistaken, and we got a rifle out. They had
shot a VC and he had a riflc, and we got the rifle.
Who got the rifle? .
We got the rifle,

Do you mean the command group?’
Right, they bring the rifle up to us.

Who brought it up to you?
One of fhe companies. I don't know whlch one,

FROFIALISEQN
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Q. Do you mean someone Jin one of the platoons?

A. Right. They sent somebody out to pick it up.
I T am not mistaken, ¥ don't know whether he talked to
the chopper o1 not, I don't remcmber,

) Did CPT Medina ever go after a weapon based
on a request from a hellcopter? -

A. I don't think he did perscnally. I think he
sent a squad out, Now I am not sure. I know we got a
weapon that day. Ve got a couple, as far as I can
remember, and a chopper had called that they had shot:
one running and they had called us and.told us wvhecre
the location was and we sent a squad or a half p]atoon oul
to get it,

Q.

Q. ‘Did you go through the village?
A, Parts of it I did.

Q. Did you see a lot of dead or woundcd?

A, I secn a few men laying there.

Q. Men?

Ac Uh"'hU.h. t

Q. Where were they? '

A, In the village.

Q. Were they in a group or scattered?

A The ones I seen vere scattered.

Q. Did you ever see a ditch with bodies in it?

A. Huh-uh.

Q. Did you fire your weapon during this operatlon9

A, No.

Q. Did CPT Medina fire hls weapon during this
operation?

A. No, because the company was in front of us.

If I remember correctly, he didn't fire his weapon -at all.

Q. How about Widmer?
I don't think so.

PR “"T—“o’ﬁ”br?fémi U’sE’bN‘i““” |
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Q. Did the command group at any time fire their
weapons fox any purpose? :
A. As far as 1 remember, we didn't fire our

weapons al all becausc the company was in front of us,
80 we couldn't fire becausce the company was in front-of.us.

Q. Were you with the supporting platoon, whlch
according to our information, was the 3d Platoon?:
A. T thinlt the 3d Platoon was arocund us.

Q. bid you sec a helicoptcr set .dovwn to your
front anywhere?
A. "No.

Q. Was there a good bit of foliage in the vicinity
of the village?

A. Right, there was.
Q. Were the various huts screened by foliage? 1
mean from one hut to the other was there a lot of trees
and hedpges in there? |

- A, Do you mean from the air? i

Q. No, from the ground. If there was a hut here
and a hut here, were they separated by foliage?

A. More or less they were, 1'd say.

Q. bid you see any civilians, elther VC or anyone,
moving to the rear, or being rounded up by American
personnel?

A. Huh-uh,

Q. You never had any- turned over to the command
group, pgroups of men?

A, Oh, we have had people, you knov, turned over

and then we vou]d scarch Lhemf and then our interpreter
would gquestion them and say, "Is Victor Charlie in the
area?"” And they always gave us the same answer, "No."

Q. How many came through your command group that
morning? A
. I can't tell you for sure.

Q. Well, normally were they brought back, ox did
they come back individually, or were they escorted by

FOR OF | Ly
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U. S. personncl?

A, They were uvsually escorted by personnel bhecause,
you know, if you take them back they Jusl walk away, and
we want Lo talk to them and see if there is any Charlie in
the area. They brought them back and the interprcter
would question them, and he would tell us what they knew,
which was most of the time nothing, and then we would
let them go. . ‘

Q. When .you let them go, did you tell them wherc
to go or just let them go?

A. I sat to one side so J didn't listen, bhecause
I listened to the radio. That was my Job. That 1s all
I dig. S

Q. Do you remember who the interpreter was?
A. I can't think of hils name,
Q. Did you see any medical attention bheing given

to c¢ivilians, I mean South Vietnamesc, other than U, S,
personnel? . |
|

A. Not ripght offhand, no. i

. Q. Did you ever receive an order on the radio,
or while you were handling the radio, to stop killing
civilians, stop the slaughter, anything in that content?
A. Not to my recollection. They called my call
sign and I'd say, 'Wait", and I would hand the phonc
to the CO. . :

Q. Do you remember the CO ever passing down an

order like that?
A. I can't remember.
Q. Do you know I1fia helicoptér pilot ever

threatened to report the Pinkville operation?
A. I never heard anything like that.,

Q. Were there any South Vietnamese Nationals
working with C Company, and I want to clarify that as
National Police, ARVN, or Popular Force personnel working
with the company? :

A No. If I remember, that night -~ I can't
remember if they went with us. We met with another
company for an RN. I don't know if they came with €ur

OFFICIAL USE ONL
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company or the other company, but they were there that
night. I remember that,

Q. Did you see them during the day? ‘

A, That, I can't think, because they didn't come
onn our ship and I don't know who was on the rest of the
ships, and Chere might have been., 1 can't remember,

Q. Well, how many of these people did you see
that night? )

A. I think, if I am not mistalken, I seen roughly
about six., I am not sure, though,

Q. Were they ARVN or National Police?.
A, ‘I think they were National Police or Local
Forces, whatever you want to call them.,

Q. - Did you sce any of the Jntcrrogatlons being
conducted by these pnople°

A, Huh--uh,

Q. Did you sec or hear of a group, an individuval

or group of field grade officers,after the operation
was over, asking questions about it?

A. No. |

Q. Were you questioned about the operation?

A. This 1s the first time I was ever questioned
aboul it,.

Q. Have you ever heard of the Rules of Engagement?

Were you ever briefed as to wvhat to do if a South
Vietnamese in a combalt assault operation was runhing °
away from you?

A, Do you mean llke a VC?

Q. Yes.
A You always tell them to stop.
Q

. What do you say°
A. I can't remember the words. Asked them to
stop, say,."dung lai"

. Q. Dung lai?
A. Dung lal, stop.
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Then vhat?
I he kept running, firc a warning shot.

A warnlng shot?
Yes. : - LT

Then what?
This is what 1 learned in basic, you know.,

Then what?

Then if he kept running, then you try to h:l
him, But if a guy is running away, you tell him to stop.
Of course, he's scared, too, and if it is an o0ld man --

T PO PO PO

Q. (Interposing) Were you briefed that people
were not supposcd to run from US Forces?

A. Do you mean before the operation?.
Q. buring the operation?
A. I don't remember anything.
l
Q. What was your understanding of the enemy
sitvation in this arca?
A. I heard it was quite -- 1t was supposed to

be quite heavy in there. Well, that's all knew about
1L, because I had only been back a short time and I
hadn'u worked that area. I hadn't been with the company
in this area.

Q. You had not?
A. No, _

Q. Where had you been?
A. Xa Ninh.

Q. How do you spell 1t? Is this a town or
hospital? -
A. No, it is a town.

Q. Is it south of Quang Ngai City?
A. It is south of Duc FPho,

Q. The name is not important. And how long were
you down there? '
A. I would say about a month, because I sprained

over a dltch one time and my

" EOR OFELG NI
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M16 came down and hit the back of my nail and tore.1t
off, and it was open and got infected, and the doctor
wouldn't let me go back in the field after that,

And you were down there aboul a month°
I would say roughly a month.

When did you Join the unlt?
October, {

I
No, after you came back from the -
(Interposing)} The month? ’ .

Yes. Right before this operation? :
No, T didn't, come to think of it. If I am
not mistaken, I think I Joined them just before this

operation, but T am not sure because we went out on a
couple things afterwards and I am not sure,

|

i

TO PO PO PO

Q. Was 1t in March or February?

A, T think it was in February. 1T may be mlstalken
now, I have been on so many opcrations over there I
didn't know whether I was coming or poing.

Q. Was this a hoqpital°
A. No,

Q. What wag it?

A. A company of us were down there., It was just
guy s Lhat were on light duty, and stuff like this. We
got on this island.

Q. What were you doing down there?
A. T was the telephone operator down there for
LT Maxon at the time. His name was LT Maxon,

Q. w¥hat company was that?

S

A. It was men of all four companies, really, people

who had real light duty, and they sent them down there.
Q. Was this ncear the brigade headquarters? .
A. It was Just about, I would say -- Duc Pho was
the headquarters,

wCllFOﬁ)u must have been on specilal duty?

OFFICIAL ySF | NLY
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A. Right, I was. They wouldn't let anybody sit on
the base camp, so they sent me down there. So they i
recovered down there.

Q. Do you khow if the artillery that was normally

Tired on these operations was V1 or surface dotonated9

A. I don't know what the artillery was.

Q. What was the procedure for calling artlllery
through the artillery RO, ;
A. (Witness shakes head negatively.)
i

Q. Do you know the approximate distance from ybur
helicopter to the edge of the village?
A, Maybe 300 metcrs.

Q. Was the 3d Platoon given the mission of burnLng

the village?
4 - I don't know,

|
) Was there a photographer with the company
during this operation? }
A. I can't remember.

Q.

Q. Somebody took thal picture.

A. There might have been. I don't remember whether
there was or not. I don't remember seeing a man with
a camera, let's put it that way.

Q. You do not or you do?
. I just can't remember. I can't place him,
because he might have come with one of the platoons,
Q  Did you observe any U, S, personnel in-
" discriminately firing on civilians?
A. No.
Q. Did you know a PRC Torres?
A. What was his first name?
Q; Esequiel,
. Pardon? ]
Q. Esequiel. He would probably have a nickname..
A. Yes, 1 probably know him by his nickname. Torres

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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sounds familiar because I used Lo once in awhile hand®

out the mail, and the name sounds familiar,

that is all:

Q. bid you see him on this operation?

A. No.

Q. Did you see any of the inhabifants of this
village in mllitary uniform?

A. Do you mean the people we caught?

Q. Yes.,

A. I can't remember,

Q. Did you see any bodies which you saw in
military uniform.

A. I don't remember,

Q. I mean did they have any web equipment or
anything like that?

A. The only time I seen them, they would have been

stripped of their web gear, and stuff like this.

Q. How many do you think you saw? How many do

you remember secing? ;
A. Not too many. :

Q. Would you be talkling about five, fifteen, or

twenty, or more?
A I couldn't say right offhand.

Q. Do you remember anyone having "California”

written on thelr helmet?
A. A lot of guys wvere from California

‘remember.

Q. You know, I mean written somevhere
helmet cover?

A. I guess if they come flom -- a lot

come from California had done that,

Q  Is that right? . . ..
- Right.

I éénft
on the -

of guys

A.
Q. ~ Did you.ever go back ‘into My La1 (4)9“

A. No, not me.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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Q. What? -
A. Not me, I don't think the company went back
there actually. Do you mean the same village?

Q. No. :
A. As far as I know, they ajdn't I . can't remember.
Q. Alter you clearcd the village and you moved

“forward to the east, did CPT Medina or anybody-from the

command group go back Chrough the village for any reason?

A, I don't remember, .

Q. Do you feel that there was any "gel even”
attitude or vengeance on the part of C Company when they
vent into this village?

A. I dontt think so.

Q. Do you remember a man namod Medloe?
- A, Huh-uh,
Q. Do you remember 11111 852
A. Hill 85?7
Q. Hill 852
A. Where was that at? !
Q. It is right herc (indicating on map).

(The witness examined the map.)

A, Oh, yes, that was -- I think that was an

all Korean outpost, if I am not mistaken.

Q. Did you go on thls hill 1h11€ you were there?.
A, No. .

‘Q. Did a man get wounded up there?
A, If I am not mistaken, he did.

Q. Were you with CPT Medina at all times°

A. I was around him, I mean I wasn't standing
right next to him, but I'm in headquarters section,
As long as he was on the radio, if he got a call, I
could run right to him, .

Q. You had to be pretty close to him.-

-WF()R OFFICIAL USE ON
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A. Well, within calling distance. He was a
short man bul he can walk fast.

Q. Did you see & number, or could you glve me
the approximate number of walking Vietnamecse that came
through the command group and went to the rear?

A. No,
. Q. Would you say that there was a substantial
number? : _

A. I Just can't renember.

Q. But they dld come through? Theyiwere questioncd
and they went to the rear?

A. There were some questioned -- 1 Kknow that --
but how many I can't tell you for sure. I couldn't
even guess.,

Q. Was there anything abnormal aboul this operation?
A. Just an operatlon, an operatlon, a -
e Nothlng unusual about 1t from any other
operation? f -
A. No,

Q. And the Vietnamese moved through the arca 11ke
this on all operations?
- A, Every time we come to a village we would always.
question the people in the village, and stuff lIike this,
standard procedure. -

Q. And then they would move fo the rear?
A. Or else they would stay right In the V111age,
one of the two.

Q. Did you ever gee the brigade commander out‘

there, COL Henderson?
A. I don't remember.,

Q. Did you know COL Henderson?
. Not personally, no.

T,

Q. Look at this sketch. This sketch was made by

"one of the squad leaders, Now, understand this is a

sketch. It is not to scale. _
JAL USE ONL} | -
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A, Uh-huh,

Q. Bul generally thils is My Lai (4) right in
here (indicating on sketch). The landing zonc was |
over here -- this was north -- which would put it to
the west, and the 28 Platoon and 1st Platoon'on line
moved Lhrough the village, the 1lst Platoon on. the '
other side. There were some more huts up in this
direction, unnamed. The 24 Platoon moved north. The
perimeter was established up in this area at night.
B Company moved off in the morning to the coast.

C Company moves south,

Do you remember some 30 clvllians at some
Lime or other coming through here as a group?

A, Do you mean during the operation?
Q. Yes. S
A. This is where vie approximately stayed, about

_right in here (indicating on sketch), and- the platoons,

moved up.

Q. Do you remember a ditch on this side of the’.
village? J "
A. No., When we moved out, I stayed out -- - - =
this is where I worked, right along in here (indicating
on sketch)

AN On the south side?
A. More or less. We wenlt in the village a little
bit and came back out and stayed along in here (indicating
on sketch). .

Q. That's right. You didn't seé two heIiGOpters
sit down in this area? ' ,
A, No, I didn't see any choppers land.

Q. Do you remember the road which ran east-west
generally from My Lai (1) back to the Citadel, just
south of My Lai (4)? .Do you remember that road?

. A. No, I don't.

Q. It must have been a pretty good road. I
think it was sort of a bullt-up road, you know, above

T FOROFFICAL USEONLY
~SOMBEMILL - "

O
665 (MURRAY )




* i

5 rh

&AW N —

O m o~

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19

20
21

"23

24

26
27
26

30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
A1
42
43
44
45

[FOR OFFICIAL USE UNL"

A. Of course & road over there, it depend&

Q. Well, I mean by that it is not a erL1 laka
one of these othcxb. )

A. Uh-huh, :

. ‘ b
Q. You don't remember crossing that road? e
A. We had to cross there -- I know that -- to

get down here, but I myself don't remember golng across
it. . '

Q. The village is right there?
. A Yes, right there. I don't remember going --
I know we had to cross 1t but I don't remember crogsing
1it, It takes about five seconds to cross a road.

Q. Do you have any photographs or rouantary
evidence, orders or anything from this operat¢on9
A. Huh-uh.

Q. Did you hear that LT Calley had rounded up a

_group of cilvilians and machine-gunned them?

A. No.

Q. You didn't hesr that? Were all of Lhe }TOo
that were with the command group all together all

the time?
A. As far as I can remember, they were.
Q. Normally they were, weren't thcy9
A. Right.
Q. And none of them fired their ueapon°
A, -

As far as I can remember. - . ot

Did you evér know a man named Gruver?
The name sounds familizr. That 1s about all
I can say to it. ;

o

Sometimes referred to as "Graovie™ Gruver.

Q.

A. What 1s his first name?f

Q. - Sergeant La Croix referred to him as "Groovie"
Gruver. I had his name somewhere -- Charles D. He was

awarded the Combat Infantryman Badge on the same orders
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that you werce.
A. Sounds llke somebody I know, but I can't placq&

him,

-
Q. When did you go on R&R? '
. A. The end of June, ripht around the cnd of
June, 22d to the 29th,
Q. Did you know a SGT Cowan -- C—O—W—A—N?
- A I know who he was but I can't remember what
he looked 1like, j
Q. Isaiah Cown. SGT Dacon?

A, SGT Bacon, 1f he 1s the one I am think1ng of, I
knowv him. :

Q. He was a colored man? _ oo

A, Yes. !
" Q. Did you see him on this operation?

A. Not that I ecan remcaber. _}

Q.  SGI Mitchell? -

A. He was an E-6, wasn't he?

Q. I thilnk he was.

I know vho he is but -~

&

Q. (Interposing) David Mitchell -~ did you sece
him dul’ing this operation?

A. Not during the day. I don't know if he was
in that operation at all even,

Q. Did you know a man named Olsen?
A. Right. .o

Q. Was he ever an RTO?
A. Yes, the last part of his time over there

Q. During this operation was he an RTO?
A. Not headguarters.

Q. Platoon? -
A. I don't know. He took my Job over when I was |
leaving Vietnam.

FOR OFF\CIAL USE ONLY
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Q. Vhen de he take your Job? : - ‘

A. Excuse me, I correct myselfl on that He 4o
we needed an R10, so they picked him for it, and I thin
that was right around, let's sec, after I got back fpod
the hospital. After 1 got back in the office I think
came into the headquarters scetion. I was in the
hospital lor thiee weeks.

Q. For what?
a. Malarla.

- Q. Did you hear that the National Polilce executed
t\no VC suspects? . .
A. No., . : T K 4

Q. Do you know a SGT' Lopez?
A. Right.

Q. Did you see him on this _operation?
-—A, ~I'm not sure if he was there or not that nlght
Q. Did you see h1m in the town, the v111agc9

- A. No. 3
Q. Well, did you conslder this a "hbt" LZ?
JA. I'd say yes on that. I heard some firing.
I heard some whistling. Somebody was shooting; I know that,

Q. Somebody vas shooting?
A. Somebody was shooting. I don't know who it was,

Q. Did you know SGT Buchanon°
A, What's that?

B-U-C-H-A-N-O-N.

Q.

A. Buchanon?
Q. Yes.

A.

Vo, I can't place him,

Q' Did you ever know a man named G-R-Z-E-S-I-K,
Grzesik, or something like that.

A. Roy Grzesik?

Q. Yes. _ ' *
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‘job was?

A.  Right. U &

Q. Roy Grzesilk, something like that. That rings
a bell., What was his Jjob?

A. 1 couldn't tell you for sure, : ‘ !;-
Q. Was he in the command group? :
A. No. He was later on, around September or
August. : .
’ y S
Q. Ronald D. o ' )

A, Uh-huh, Grzesik 1t is pronounced..

You don't know wvhat his MOS was or what his

A. No. -
Q. ~'VWas he a medic? :

A. No, I knos he wasn't a medic. o
Q. He was not a medic? !

A. Because he belonged to our company.

Q. Well, didn't your compahy have in'it platoon

and company medics° T
A. We had medics for each platoon ~-- that was all --
and had one for headquarters section.

Q. Do you have any further information concerningw e
the matters we have dlscusoed9 ' '
: A, No.
Q. Any further statements to make regarding the

| subject under investigation?

A, No.

Q. Mr. Murray, this is an officlal investigatlion.
It is privileged in the sense that my report will be e

" made to the Chief of Staff of the Army for such use as
_he deems appropriate., You are requested nat to 'discuss

this investigation or the questions and answers covered
during this 1nterview except as you otherwise may have

a right to do so in accordance wlth law., We are trying ’
to keep this thing pretty close until we get. the investiga-

tion settled.' FOR OFF‘C‘AL USE‘_ (
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A. Is thils going to come to a court métter?'r

Q. A what?

A. A court matter, will thls be comlng to a court
matter? : i _ ) t

Q. Vell, we can't say now. It wonﬁt fme_u§}“ We
don't 1nvestigdte criminal actions., This:ds up to the
Provost Marshal., If anything like that occurs, it will

have to be investigated by the criminal people. We sec "w“
no reason at this time for it to be turned over to. the g
criminal investigation people, or it would have been '

il

before I came up here, Well, I appreclate your coming
over, e
- “{The witness was excused.) ;

(The foregoing testimony of Mr. Roger D. Murfay waaf.
taken stenographically and transcribed by Robert I e
Henderson, Shorthand Reporter, Office of The Inspector 3 :
General, Hoadquartera, Departmont of the Army.) A .




