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Q. As you know, I am f rOi i -1  the  Dcpa.i-tment o f  t h e  
Army and v<; . t l i  Tho I n s p e c t o r  Gencrnl I s  o f r i c e  t h e r e .  This , 
i n v e s t i c ; a t i o n  co~ice%’i~ls t h e  all.ep;ed d e s t r u c t i o n  of 21 v i l l a @  
i n  South Vie tnam nicknamecl l~i.n!<.vil.l.e ‘I, and r:e a r e  t a l k i n g  
a b o u t  NJJ Lrei. ( ) I ) .  Pl.nltvi.1le i t s c l f  wes My La:i ( I . ) ,  b u t  
t h i s  a rea  i s  r e fe r r ed  t o  a s  t h e  1’i.nk.vj.l.l.e complex,  and 
th:i.s was approsl  ~ i a t e 1 . y  f i v e  oi’ six m:i.l.es n o r t h  of Quang 
Ngai C i t y .  The j h c i d e n t  a3.lcgcd.ly o c c u r r e d  i n  Narc11 of 
1968 C ~ L U ’ ~  I I ~ ,  thc; t inie  C Corflpotlg, 
conduckc:d s e a r c h  and des t i30y  opei~at.3.oris on t h e  13atangm 
Peninsul. ;- : ,  OP j u s t  SOlJ.’ch of it, ‘i’fie i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  
o f f i c j . 2 1  and  1s bei.np; a;adc a t  t h c  dirsc:ct ion of t h e  Ch5.ef 
of S t a f f  of t h e  Army. The j .nvcst; igati i : ,n i s  p;?~.vi l .e~~;cd i n  
t h e  sense t h a t  my r c p o ~ t  v!il.l  be made t o  the Ch1cf o f  
S t a f f  o f  the h m g ’  for s u c h  purpo:;h a s  he d&ms n e c e s s a P y .  
The s u b s t a n c e  of this l n v e s t i g a t j  on s h o u l d  n o t  be d j . s -  
c u s s e d  w.i.th otl ieps k c a u s c :  i t  i s  pri.vl1.eg;ed. It w i 1 . 3 .  
c a r r y  a COIJl.KtDEI4T’IAL c I , a s s i f : i c a t ~ . o n .  We consi.cler i.t a 
s e n s i t : i ~ v e  c a s e .  The p u r p o s e  i s  to d e t e r m i n e  t h e  f a c t s  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  par i ; icu la r -  i n c i d e n t  whl.ch cove red  a 
p e r i o d  of tl-iree d a y s ,  really, but; vie a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
p r i m a r i l y  i n  what happened the fj.rst d a y ,  

I ,  

1./2Oth, Task PO:L?CC Earke i? ,  

I r!ou.ld l i k e  t o  p l a c e  you u n d e r  o a t h .  Would 
you s ta r id  and r a i s e  y o u r  r i g h t  h a n d .  

(The witness v:as s w o r n . )  ‘ 

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, p o s i t i o n  and 
p r e s e n t  s t a t u s ?  

c j . v i l i e n ,  disc1iarp;ed f rom t h e  Army A p r i l  2 5 t h ,  1969.’ I:’ 
work f o r  S e a r s  Roebuck and Company. 

A. My f u l l .  name i s  Roger Dclnald Murray .  I am a 

Q. What is y o u r  o c c u p a t i o n ?  
A. P r o f e s s i o n a l  s a l e sman .  

. I 

Q. And y o u r  home a d d r c r  
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Testimonv of I'll'. Hogcr D. 1·1urray, 
_ ............ , VlaukegiHl, 11Li.no:i.s, 
taken at Karcher Hotel, Hoom 909, 
Waukegan, Il.linoi8, at 1830 to 2000 
hOUl'S on VI June 1969, by COL \'-11 1 l:i. arn V. 
W:L Ison, . 1G. 

Q. As you know. I am fl'om the Department of the 
Army and Wittl The Illspector General's office there. TIlls 
investigation concerns the alleged destruction of a village 
in South V1etnam nicknamed "Pink",ille". and ViC are talking 
about My Lid (il). P:i.nkvDle itself wes IfJy La:L (l). but 
th1s area 1s referred to as the Pinkville complex. and 
this was approximately five or six miles north of Quang 
Ngoi City. The itlcldent allegedly occurred in March of 
1968 during the time C Company. J/20th. 'l'<w]c 1"01"C8 Darker. 
conducted search and destroy operations on the Datangan 
Peninsula. or just south of it. The investigation is 
official and is being mede at the direction of the Chief 
of Staff of the I\rmy. The i.nvesti(;ation is privileged in 
the sense that my report will be made to the Chief of 
Staff of the I\rmy for such purpose as he de~mB necessary. 
The substance of this investiGatJon should not be dis­
cussed with otllers because it is privileged. It will 
carry a CONJlIDEN'I'IAL classiflcati.on, Vie consi.der 1t a 
sensitive case, The purpose is to determine the facts 
involved in this particular incident which covered a 
period of three days. really. but we are interested 
primarily in what happened the first day. 

I would like to place you wlder oath. Would 
you statld and raise your richt hand. 

(The witness was sworn.) . 

Please state your full name. position and 
present status? 

~ My full name is ROBer Donald Murray. I am a 
civilian. discharged from the Army April 25th, 1969'- I· 
work for Scars Roebuck and Company. 

Q. What is your occupation? 
A. Professional salesman. 

Q. And 
FOR OFFICIACOSE ONLY 
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A. 516 Onkr.!ood Avenue, bfauli.ee?n, 1 l l ~ i n o . i . s .  

Q. Wcl.1, what was your  d v t y  assignment;  i n  March 

A. I was radi .0- te lephone o p e r e t o r ,  b a t t a l i o n  r8.dj.o. 

Q. 
A. , Yes ,  s i r .  

Q. You were on t h e  batta1.j.on n e t ?  
A. Y e s ,  

Q. 
A. No. I opera t ed  b a t t c l i o n  . r a d i o  f o r  t h e  company 

coo~rnar~der, bet!ieeri bntta1. j .on and, CO,  whi.ch a t  t h e  t ime he 
got  a c a l l  3: gave t h e  phone t o  h-i~ni. 

of 1960 a t  t;hc ti.fi!c of t11j.s o p c r n t j  O!I? 

We1-e you ass'l .gned t o  C Company'! 

Did  you o p e r a t e  t h e  reciio f o r  t h o  coaipzny comaiander? 

&. But you \.:ere wi~th t;hc; company coflimander? 
A. Ri Ght . 
Q. 
A. Hi.e;Iit. 

Q. I n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n ?  

i 
N O W ,  p r j o r  t o  t ha . t  v:ero you a recii.0 ' o p e r a t o r ?  

A. Uh--hUh. 

Q. 

A. Right. 

Q. 
A. R i g h t .  

Q. When d i d  you j o i n  C Company? 
A. I b e l i e v e  i.t was O c t o b e r  1967 i n  IIawa1.j.. 

Q. You went over  with C Company? 
A. Ri.ght.  

Q. 

And a f t e r  t h a t ,  was this your  j o b  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
time of y o u r  t o u r  j.ri Vietnam? 

You r e a l l y  never  had any o t h e r  j o b  e x c e p t  RTO? 

I am g o i n g  t o  show you a pho tograph  w i t h  t h e  
numbers one throu[;h s i x  on i t ,  and s t a r t j . r i g  w i t h  number o n e ,  
would you j . d e n t i f y  any. of t h e  peop1.e i n  t h a t  pho tograph  
t h a t  you rni.(;ht know? 

. 
(The witness exarni ncd t h e  pho tograph .  ) 
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, HEw.ker,<m, IIHno:ls. 

Well, what W<'lS your duty assignment in March 
at the j;jmc of thIs opcratJon? 

I was radio-telephone operator, battalion radio. 

Viere you assigned to C Company? 
Yes) sir. 

You were on the;: battali,.on ne;:t? 
Yea. 

~ Did you operate the radio for the company commander? 
A. No. I operated battE'.lion 'radio for the company 

commaIKlcl.', hetlleen battalion flnrl CO, \yh).ch at the time he 
got a call I gave the phone to him. 

Q, But you \'!crc with th0~ compony commander? 
A. Hight. 

i 
Q. Now. prior to that ~crc you a radio operator? 
A. FU eht • 

Q. In the same position? 
A. Uh .. huh. 

Q, And after that, was this your job throughout the 
time of your tour In Vietnam? 

A. Right. 

Q. You really never had any other job except RTO? 
A. R5.ght. 

Q. l'lhen d ic1 you join C Company? 
A. I believe it was OctOber 1967 in Hal1aH. 

Q. You ~lent over I'llth C Company? 
A. Right. 

Q. I am going to 3hOl'1 you a photograph vii th the 
numbers one through six on it, and starting with number one, 
would you identify ant of the people in that photograph 
that you might knOlv? 

('£he \'11tnes8 examined the photograph.) 
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A. Number t h r c e  i:; me. 

remeuibcr h i s  name . 
Q. Does t h e  name Lagunoy rj.nc; a b e l l  -- L-A-G-U-N- .O-Y?  
A. No. What,'s t h e  name a g a i n ?  

Q. 
A. Tha t  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a bell, no.  

Q. Do you ltnow nny of t h e  o t h e r s ?  
A. Captal .n Meclina . 
Q. 'l'h2.t i s  what nuiiiber? 
A. Nvmbcr t!.jo . 
Q. Anybody e l s e ?  
A. Well,  most o f  t h e s e  were new p;ugs when I go t  

What we b e l l e v e ,  a Seq;esn t  L-A-G-U-N-.O-Y.  

I 

back t o  t h e  company. I was gone a!.most a month away 
froiil t h e  comp:Lny. i 

i 
Q. Do you rerneniber t1~i.s pa r t l cu l . a r  i n c i d e n t ?  
A. R i g h t .  

Q. Who i s  t h a t  t h a t  has  t h e  bandage on h i s  f o o t ?  
A. 1: c a n ' t  l:cmeo1be1' h i s  name. 

Q. Do you know hovr he r ece ived  t h a t  Viound? 
A. No, I d o n ' t .  All I know t h e  man was wounded 

up.fsont. We came forward  and cal.I.ed f o r  h e l p ,  a chopper.  

t h e r e ?  

t o  u s  and s a i d  t h e r e  was a man,aounded, and we came forward 

u n t i l  you g o t  t o  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  

Q. Now a t  t h e  time t h i s  man was wounded, were you 

A. I was i n  t h e  r e a r ,  moving u p . .  They c a l l e d  back 

Q. How 1.ong from t h e  t ime you r e c e i v e d  t h a t  c a l l  

A. Oh, I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you for s u r e .  

Q, Do you remember t h e  p a r t  of t h a t  v i l l a g e  where 
t h i s  occur red?  Was i t  t o  t h e  e a s t  o r  west? 
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A. 

remember 
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Numbep three in 
" me. 

OK. 
Number f:Lve :LS our interpreter. I don't 

hi~ name. 

Does the name Lagunoy rillg a bell -- L-A-G-U-N-O-Y? 
No. What's the name again? 

What we believe, a Sergesllt L-A-G-U-N-O-Y. 
~lat doesn't ring a bell, no. r 

Do you know any of the others? 
Captaln Medlna. 

~lat is what number? 
Number t'·iO. 

Q. Anybody else? 
~ Well, most of these I'lere nOl'I r;uys "hen I got 

was gone almost a mohth away back to the company. I 
from the company. I 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

up· front. 

Q. 
there? 

A. 
to us and 

Q. 
until you 

A. 

Do you remember th:Ls particular incident? 
Right. 

Who is that that has the bandage on his foot? 
1 can't remember his name. 

Do you know how he recelved that wound? 
No, I don't. All I know the man was wounded 

We came fonyard and ca lled for help, a chopper. 

Now at the time th:Ls man was wounded, were you 

I was in the rear, moving up .. They called back 
said there was a man wounded, end we came forward. 

How 
got 
Oh, 

).ong from the time you received 
to this location? 
I couldn't tell you for sure. 

that call 

Q. Do you remember the papt of that village where 
this occurred? Was it to the east or west? 
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5 r h  A. If I am n o t  niistalcen, I th jn l :  it was t h c  south 
end of t h e  vfl.la[;;e. 

Q. The sotitli  end? 
A. R-i.eht, 3: am no t  sure, 

Q. Nay! t h e  l a n d h l j :  zone, a s  f a r  a s  v!e have  been 

A. Rj~gh t .  Sa t,lil.s would be s o u t h ,  because i f  I'm 
a b l e  to determ:ine, v!as 011 t h e  wcst . 
n o t  mistaiccn, th-i.s was t h e  end (~f t h e  v i l l a g e .  There 
were a few hootches  here  and ri&t t o  o u r  ] .ef t  was t h e  
main vi1.J.age. 

&. 
maih vilJ.agr? and th i s  was on t h e  so~! the rn  end of i t? 

A. R:i.ght. 

Q. Does the name C a r t e r  mean a n y t h j  rip; t o  you? 
A. Cavter  - -  t h a t  i s  h i s  first name? 

Q. L a s t .  
A. 

So t h a t  wou.ld have been, t o  your  n o r t h  was t h e  

H uh - uh . 
I Q. Mow abou t  a SP5 Cnpezza?  i' 

A. He niip;ht have been t h e  medi.c. I " m  no t  s u r e ,  
though.  J knew niost everybody by t h e i r  f i rs t  name. 

Q. I have a r o s t e r .  T h i s  t h i n g  j.s by g r a d e .  
The PPCs s t a r t  here .  These a r e  S P ~ S  and the  SI'5s s t a r t  
t h e r e  (ind.icatinp; on r o s t e r ) .  

(The witness  examined t h e  r o s t e r .  ) 

A. What was t h a t  name? 

Q. 

A. I f  I am c o r r e c t ,  i f  he was a medic, he w o u l d n ' t  

Well, t h e  name Capezza - -  C-A iP -E-Z -Z -A  - -  t h a t ' s  
a SP5. 

be on t h e  r o s t e r .  They had t h e i r  own r o s t e r ,  j.f I am 
n o t  mistaken. 

Q. 
A. That was who I was th:Lnking might be him. 

The r o s t e r  i s  a month l a t e r .  

Do you remember who t h e  company medic was? 
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A. If r am not mistaken, I think it ~J<.IS the sOllth 
end of the villaGe. 

Q. The 80\\t:11 end? 
A. RJ.ght. I am not sure. 

Q. Nov! the landing zone, as f<.lr as we have been 
able to determ:lne, I'ias on the west. 

A. Right. SCl this )';ould be south, becanse if I'm 
not mistal(Cll, this I'WS the end of the village. 'I'here 
vlere a few hootclles here and riGht to 0\).1' left ~Ias the 
main village. 

Q. So tlHlt would have been, to YOlll' north vias .the 
main vi..ll<lge and Uri s was on the southern end of it? 

A. H:lght. 

~ DCles the name Carter mean anything to you? 
A. Carter -- that is his first name? 

Q. La8t. 
A. Huh-uh. 

Q. 
A. 

though. 

How about a SP5 Capezza? 
He mie;ht have becn the meelj,c. 

I knew most everybody by their 
I'm not sure; 

first name. 

Q. I have a roster. 'rhis thing is by grade. 
'1'he PFCs start here. These (lr€: SPIls and the S1'5s start 
there (indicating on roster)~ 

(The vd tness examined the roster.) 

A. vlhat Vias that name? 

Q. ~Iell, the name Capezza - - c- A":l'-E-Z-Z- A -- that I f 

a SP5. The roster is a month later. 
A. If I am correct, if he vias a mediC, he wouldn't 

be on the roster. They had their own roster, if I am 
not mistaken. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

Do you remember who the company medic was? 
That \-1813 <Iho I was thinking might be him. 
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A. R i g h t .  1-3iit h e  bas  new r:hen I got t h e r e .  

Q. blou1.d you c le~c . i? ibo  In d.ctai3. t h e  events  wh1.ch 
o c c u r r e d  c h e n  C Company, 1/2@t11 o f  !t'ask Il'orce B a r k e r  
condu.ctcd s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  o p c r a t i o t i s  i n  t h e  v1.cl .ni ty  
of a v%ll.a[:e cal . led My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  I .~ovI ,  I v!iI.l g i v e  you  
a map vrl-i:ich m i p J i t  a s s i s t  you. i n  r e c a l l i n ? ; ; ,  and I w i l l  
e x p l a i n  t h i s  a r e a .  T h i s  i s  Sheet 6'139 I:C S e r i e s  L'(Oll.!, 
t 1 t l . e :  Quan  Ngai .  'I'h:is i s  1.1y Lai. (l), the  pl.nk a r e a  
(j.nd3.cat1.ng on map),  t h e  r o a d .  This i.s what i s  cal.I.ed t h e  
C i t a d e l . .  LZ D o t t i e  was up  J.n thj.s a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. R i g h t ,  

Q. U p t i . p , h t  was a b o u t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and t h e n  
0.f c o u r s e  you  have   you^ tvo  iql.vers Song l ' r a  YIhuc, S311g. 
Diem D i e m .  Th1.s i s  t h e  Cape B a t a n g a n .  

A. T h i s  i s  t h e  v i l l - a g e  r i g h t  h e r e ,  s'r, t h a t  we 
h i t  ( i n d i c a t l n g  on map) .  

Q. Ri .gh t .  ~ 

A. Then v.;e came i n  frorn h e r e .  J know we l a n d e d  
f rom t h e  \rest a f t e r  t h e  a r t i l 1 . e r y  had c e a s e d  from the 
gun Slii.pC.. We came i n  h e r e  and v e n t  t h r o u g h  the 
v i . l l a p e  and t h e n  r.:orkcd r i g h t  a round  this v i l l u g e  j . n  
h e r e  ( i . n d i c a t i . n g  on map),  and hy m i d - a f t e r n o o n ,  o r  l a t e  
a f t e r n o o n ,  e x c u s e  me, l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  we ended u.p here  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on map).  

. .  . Q. Where i s  t h a t ,  My Khe ( 2 ) ?  
A. We were g o i n g  t o  s t a n d  t h e  n i g h t  and l a n d e d  

on h e r e  (:indi.Catl.ng on map). If I remember t h i s  
c o r r e c t l y  now, we moved - -  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  we moved all 
t h e  way down t o  t h e r e  and we c a u g h t  one we c a l l e d  him 
V i c t o r  C h a r l i e ,  arid I b e l i e v e  he was a b i g  w h e e l .  I 
d o n ' t  reinember hj.s s t a t u s .  It would be l i k e  a c o l o n e l  
t o  u s .  I am n o t  q u o t i n e .  I am n o t  s u r e .  And t h e y  
t u r n e d  him i n  and t h e y  s a i d  we were o u t  of a r t i l . l e r y  r e a c h ,  
and .M .oioved back ,  and I t h i n k  i t  was back  i n  he re . ,  If 
I arn n o t  m i s t a k e n ,  i t  i s  r i g h t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on map).  

Q. It is nea r  My Khe ( I . ) .  Are you d e s c r i b i n e  one 

A. Oh, t h a t ' s  t h r e e  d a y s .  You want j u s t  t h e  
d a y  o r  t h r e e  d a y s ?  

one  d a y .  We moved t h r o u g h  t h e  v i l . l a & e  and s t a y e d  
r i g h t  h e r e  by a c e m e t e r y ,  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  ( 3 ) .  
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A. Ric;ht. But he wcw nel'! when I got there. 

2 
3 Q. Hould you de8cpibc, in delail the events whlch 
4 occurred v;hen C Company, 1/2oth of ~l'a sk Porce Barker 
5 conducted search and destroy operations in the vlcJnlty 
6 of a v1llac;e called My r,ai (4)? Now, I will c;lve you 
7 a map v~ich mlc:ht asslst you in recal11nc:, and I will 
S explain this area. '1'h:[s is Sheet 6'739 II Series L'(Ol!.l, 
9 tltl,e: Quan Nc;ai. This is My Lai (1), the pink area 

10 (j.nd1catlnG on map), the road. ']'his is v:hat is called the 
11 Citadel. LZ Dottle was up In thls area (indi'cating). 
12 A. Right. 
13 
14 
15 
16 
D 
IS 
19 
20 
21 
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23 
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41 
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Q. Uptlght was about here (indicat:Lnc;), and then 
of cour'se you have your two l"1 vcrs Sone; ']'1'a KhLlC, Song. 
Diem Diem. ThJ.s is the Cape Batangan. 

A. '1'his is the vl11ac:e right here, s:ir, that Vie 

hit (indicating on map). 

Q, Right. 
~ Then we came in from here. I know we landed 

from the west aftel" the artlllcl"y had ceased from the 
gun shlps. Vie carne in here and \':ent through the 
villare and then worked right around this village jll 
here (jndicating on map), and by mid-afternoon, 01' late 
afternoon, excuse me, late afternoon we ~nded up here 
(indicating on map). 

Q. Where is that, My Khe (2)? 
A. We vlere going to stand the niGht and landed 

on here (indicating on map). If I remember this 
correctly no\'l, \'Ie moved -- that's right, vie moved all 
the \vay down to there and \-iC caught one .-- we called him 
Victor Charlie, and I beHeve he was a big vlheel. I 
don't remember his status. It would be like a colonel 
to us. I am not quotinG, I am not sure. And they 
turned him in and they said we were out of artillery reacll, 
and ,\'Ie ,moved back, and I think it vias back in here., If 
I am not mi staken, it is right in here (j.ndicatlne; on map). 

Q. It is ncar My Khe (1). Are you descr:ibine; one 
day 01' three days? 

A. Oh, tllat's three days. You want just the 
one day. He moved through the village and stayed 
right here by a ceDletery, pretty close to (3), 
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Q. Ny Khc? 
A,. My Khe ( 3 ) .  T h a t ’ s  wherc v!e stayed the  fl~rst 

njC;ht a f t c r  we went th iwup ;h  t h e  v j . l . I . a ~ ; c ,  and s t ayed  
rI .p;ht  about  i n  tlic!re somerihere (:ind:icatj.ng or1 map) . The 
second day  v:c went a1.I t h e  way down here .  

Q. Sou th?  
A. Soui;h, t o  My Khe ( 2 ) .  We d i d n ’ t  s t a y  t h e r e ,  

thoue;li. We came back t o  My Khe ( I . )  . Then we nioved. o u t  
t h e  next  d z y ,  They picl ied u s  up I c m l t  remember - -  I 
t h i n k  i t  was i,lght alone;, i.f :C am no t  mistal:cn, a c r o s s  a 
r i v e r ;  I kn3i.j t l i : ~ . t .  It; was l > i E i i t  i n  t1i:i.s a rea  t h e y  
p lckcd  u s  up (i.ndlcat:i.ng on map). 

Q. Tills would be t h e  Song Diem Dierii where t h e  p t c k -  
up was? W B S  there  a b r i e f i n g  b e f o r e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t o o k  
pl.ace? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who b r i e f e d  you.? 
A. The C O .  

I Q. What was t h e  briefjing? I 

A. He t o l d  u.s - -  a s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  he  t o l d  
u s  where b:e were going  t o  l a n d ,  what was going  on. IIe 
k e p t  t h e  company well infoYiiicd 311 what was going  on al.1 
t h e  t ime.  He was a good C O ,  and .he t o l d  u s  i t  would be 
a sea rch  and d e s t r o y  mj.ss;ion, i~f I am n o t  mis taken ,  and 
what t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was f o r  and who t o  ].oak f o r ,  and t h a t  
t h e  in fo rma t ion  was t h a t  Charl . ie  had been sta.yl.ng i ~ n  t h i s  
v i l l a g e  and we b e t t e r  f i n d  him. 

Q. D i d  he g i v e  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on how 

A. By t e l l . i n g  which p l a toon  t o  go where? 

Q. 

A. I d o n ‘ t  remember. 

Q. Was t h i s  br ief i .ng a s s o c i a t e d  i n  any way wi th  a 

A. I arn n o t  sure. See, I on ly  s t ayed  t h e r e  for :  a 

t h e  o p e r a t i o n  should be conducted? - 

Well, y e s ,  and whether t h e  v i i l . age  was t o  be 
d e s t r o y  c d ? 

f u n e r a l  o r  a memorial ceremony? 

few minutes .  
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Q, tfJy J{he? 
A.. r·ly Khe (3). 'l'hat' S vihe:('e ViC stay(:d the f'jrst 

nl01t after we went through the vlllagc, and stayed 
right about in thcY'e somev,here (:lnd:lcaUn£; on map). 'l'he 
second day ~e went all the way down here. 

Q. South? 
A. South, to My Khe (2). We didn't stay there, 

though. Vic came back to ~1y Khe (1). 'l'hen Vie movE.d out 
the next day. They picked us up -- I can't rcmember -- I 
think it was rj£;ht along, if I am not mistaken, across a 
rivcr j I kno\,1 that. It vias ri£;ht in thi.s <,'rea th8Y 
picked us up (indicating on map). . 

Q, 
up vias? 
place? 

This \'iOuld be the Sonr; Diem Diem vihere the pick­
Vias there a br1efin£; before this operation took 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Ye8. 

Who briefed you? 
'fhe CO. 

Q, \\'hat vias the briefing? 
~ He told us -- as a matter of fact, he told 

us where lie were going to land, \'ihnt was goine; on. Be 
kept the company well informed on what was gain£; on all 
the time. He was a good CO, and he told us it would be 
a search and destroy mi.sfJion, if I am not mistaken, and 
what the operation was for and who to look for, and that 
the information was that Charlie had been staying in this 
village and \\'e bettel' find h:lm, 

Q, Did he give any specific instructions on how 
the operation should bi conducted? 

~ By telling which platoon to go where? 

Q. Well, yes, and whether the village was to be 
destroyed? 

~ I don't remember. 

~ Was this briefing associated in any way with a 
funeral or a memorial ceremony? 

A.. I am not sure. See, I only stayed there for .. a 
fe\~ minutes. 
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Q. Do you Icnor, a I:i' 1Jill.iarn Cal.ley? 
A. LT I<ell.y? 

Q. C 5! 3.I.C) ? 
A. R i e l i t .  

Q. Dl.d you  see him on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  
A. No. 

Q. N o t  du.rinp; the  th ree -day  period? 
A. I seen 1ii.m t h a t  n l g h t .  That was the  o n l y  t1 .m 

I seen 1i:ioi. 

Q. The fi.rst nighl;? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Where vias t h i s ?  
A. This  t i as  b:here v!e s e t  u.p o u r  RO a t ,  bu t  d . u r i n $  

t h e  day I v~oul.dl1't see l i i n l  a t  a l l  unl.ess t h e  CO rJOU1.d 
c a l l  hiin back to o u r  pos i t i . on .  c 

Q. 
A. The fi.rst bunch, t h e  f i r s t  load t h a t  w r i t  i n ,  

What r:ave of the coniljat asaau.l t  were you. with? 

because I c a r r i e d  t h e  r a d i o .  

Q. 
A. Yes. 

4. What was youm p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  Were 

A. I t h i n k  I was s i t t i n g  on t h e  i n s i d e .  I S a t  on 

You were with CPT Medina? 

you by t h e  dear OF 011 t h e  i n s i d e ?  

t h e  i n s i d e .  

Q. Could you see out  o f  t h e  d o o r s ?  

Were the door gunners  f j . r i n g ?  

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. 
A. I don'b remember i f  t h e  no ,  because we were 

I f  t h e y  viere f i r i n g ,  t hey  wouldnI1; ' r i g h t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  
be i n  t he  c e n t e r  because vie r i .de  the c e n t e r  shift u s u a l l y  

Q. Did you r e c e t v e  any fire? 

P- 
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~ That first bpiefing? 
~ Rieht, because I had to talte cape of tIle PRdios, 

and I don't remember too much about it. 

Q. Do you Imm'l a 1.'1' Hilliam Calley? 
A. L'l' Kel1y? 

Q. CoUey? 
A. Rieht. 

~ Dj.d you see him on this operation? 
A. No. 

Q. Not during the three-day period? 
A. I seen him that night. That ,·ws the only tIme 

I seen h1m. 

Q. 'rhe nrst night? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Where v;as this? 
A. 'l'his vias v:heY.'e He set up OUI' RO at, but dur'ing 

the day I \'iouldn' t see him at all unless the CO viOu1d 
call him back to our position. 

Q. What wave of the combat assault wepe you with? 
A. 'l'he first bunch, the fipst load that went in, 

because I cappied the padio. 

you 

the 

~ You wepe with CPT Medina? 
. A. Yes. 

Q. What Vias youP position in the aircraft? \<Jere 
by the door or on the insIde? 

A. I think I Vias sit tIne; on the inside. I sat on 
inside. 

Q. Could you see out of the doors? 
A. Uh-huh. 

Q. Were the door gunners firing? 
A. I don' t remember if the _.- no, because \'IC v:ere 

right in the center. If thcy wepe firine, they wouldn't 
be in the center because we ride the center shift usually. 

Q. Did you receive any fire? 

(/1 3 
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A. F,q lcn  WC hit  the grouilti? 

&. 13cf'ol-c Y O U  hl t :  t h e  ~ , r o u r i d ?  
A. I d on t 1,: 11. c v.! . 
&. Di.d you recc i .ve  any  f j r e  when you h1.t the gi-ound? 
A. I hcard  soniebod.y f i r i n ? ;  b u t  I d o n ' t  knot: ~ 1 2 0  

< 

was f J r i n C ; .  

Q. Did  you hear- the  a r t i l . l r r y ?  
A. Just .  bci'or-e we 1.andcd I: d i d .  

Q. Did you see thc  a r l ; i l l . e r y ?  .' 

A. No - -  coming i .n ,  d o  you mean? 

Q. Yes .  
A. No. 

Q. Did you scc  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  where t h c  a r t i . l l e l ? y  
1 and ed ? 

saw, I on1.y saw a fev: c ra te r ' s ,  and t h a t ' s  211. 
A. Just out, i.n t h e  r 1 . c ~  p a d d i e s  most1.y. What I 

Q. Did you see any of  the  gu.n s h i p s  f j . r i n g ?  
A. I was s l t t i l l g  i n  t h e  m'iddle. I coul . t in ' t  see  

then1 a1.I .  

Q. Mow abou t  when you h i t  t h e  ground?  
A. They s t o p p e d  f i r i n e  a f t e r  we hit t h e  ground., if 

I am n o t  m i s t a k e n .  I an n o t  sure,  thoup;h. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

&. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Did you know a PFC T e r r y ?  
PPC T e r r y  I presume t h a t ' s  his l a s t  name? 

Yes, Michael B. T e r r y  j.s h i s  fu1.l  name. 
I don It know o f f h a n d .  

How about; a PFC Dohcr ty  - -  D-O-K-E-~R-.l'-Y? 
Not o f f h a n d .  A l o t  of guys  had n i cknames .  

D i d  you know a '  PFC B e r n h a r d t ?  
Yes. I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  what h e  loolcs l i k e  

Dj.d y-ou see  hi.m on t h i s  o p e r a t Z i o n ? '  
B e r n h a r d t  - -  what tias he  i n ?  I d o n ' t  t h  
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Mlel] we lIlt the ground? 

Before you hit the ground? 
I don't kno\,.). 

, 
6 ~ Did you receive any flrc when you hit the ground? 
7 ~ I heard somebody firing but I don't know ~ho 
v was firing. 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
I'. 
15 
16 

17 
10 
19 

2°1 21 
n 
23 
;>.1, 

~~I 
2:/1 
28 
29 
30 
31 
3? 
33 
3~ 

35 
36 
37 
3D 
39 
1.0 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

Q. 
1\. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Did you hear tile artillery? 
Just before we landed I did. 

Did you see the artillery? 
No -- coming in, do you mean? 

Yes. 
No. 

Q. Did you sec the results of where the artillery 
landed? 

~ Just out i.n the rice paddies mostly. What I 
saw, I only saw a few craters, and that's sll. 

Q. 
A. 

them aU. 

Q. 
A. 

I am not 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q~ 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Did you see any of the gun ships firing? 
I was sitting in the middle. I couldn't see 

How about when you hit the ground? 
They stopped firing after we hit the ground, if 

mistaken. I am not sure, though. 

Did you know a PPC Terry? 
PFC Terry --- I presume that's his last name? 

Yes, Michael B. Terry is his full name. 
I dorl't know offhand_ 

How about a PFC Doherty D-O-H-E-R-T-Y? 
Not offhand. A lot of guys had nicknames. 

Did you know aPFC Bernhardt? 
Yes. I can't picture what he looks like, though. 

Di.d you see him on this operation? 
Bernhardt -- what was he in? I don't think I 

GH 
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seen  him t h a t  n i g h t ,  i f  I sat! him a t  a l l ,  b e c w s e  1 d i d n ' t  
see t o o  many p y y s  i'roin t h e  h e a d q u a r t c r s  s e c t i o n ,  bu t  t he ; :  
name sounds f a m i l i a r .  
l i k e .  

l ong  d i d  i t  t a k e  t o  cornpl.ete the  sweep o f  M y  Laf; ( h ) ?  

I j u s t  d o n ' t  know what he . .  1.0ol:cd 

Q. From t h e  time you g o t  oi'f your a i r c r a f t , ;  how 

A. The vl.l.I.ae;c we hj.t? 

A. Oh, j u s t  guess ing ,  maybe t h r e e  hour s  because we 

Q. Was the  vil.lap,c burned? 

&. Some o f  them were burn ing?  
A. Yes. 

Q. 
A. Well, I a c t u a l l y  d i d n ' t  m3.k r i . gh t  , i n  t h e  

Q. Yes. i 
were s e a r c h i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  o u t .  ! 

A. Some buil .dings were set  a f i r e .  . .  

Was t h e  v i . l l a & e  burn ing  when you went i n  it< 

heal% of i t ,  but  vie came u.p l a s t ,  s o  t h c r e  were a few 
burn5.n:; when vie came i .nto i t .  I coul.cln't t e l l  you if 
i t  was no th ing  but; a r t i l l . e r y  o r  gun s h i p s .  

Q. So a c t u a l l y  t h e  v i l l a g e  was under a t t a c k  f o r  
about  t h r e e  h o u r s ,  you e s t i m a t e ?  

A. I woul.dn't say t hey  were under a t t a c k  f o r  
t h r e e  h o u r s ,  bu t  we searched i t .  I am not  p o s i t i v e .  
T h i s  i s  back a y e a r ,  yea r  and a h a l f  ago. I am j u s t  
g u e s s i n g ,  because we had a l a t e  s t a r t  t o  begin w i t h ,  t o 3 .  
I am t r y i n g  Go th1n.k where we a t e  lunch a t ,  because . 
we s e t  up and searched t h e  v i l l a g e .  When we come through 
we always sea rch  it thorough1.y f o r  weapons and such .  

Q. Did you e a t  1u.nch i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
A. That i s  what I am t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k .  I d o n ' t  

Q. This would be on what s e c t i o n ,  what p a r t ?  
A. 

Q. 

A. I t h i n k  we had .  I am n o t  s u r e ,  now. 

t h i n k  we d i d .  I t h i n k  ye were on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of i t .  

It wou.ld be t h e  e a s t .  

You had moved through then  by t h e  time you 
a t e  lunch? You had c l e a r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

We were heading e a s t .  . .  
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seen hlm that nJcht, lf I sml h1m at all, because I didn't 
see too many guys 1')"OITI the headquarters section, but the :': 
name sounds 1'801111ar. I just don't 1m 01'1 "Ihat he looked 
like. 

Q, 
long dld 

A. 

F)"om the time you got off you)" ai)"craf't, hol'! 
it t<:ll·.e to complete the s\~eep of My Lal'{ll)? 

The vJllage we hlt? 

. were 

Q, Yes. 
A. Oh, just €,:uessing, maybe 
searching everything out . 

Q. Was the villaCe burned? 
~ Some buildings were set afire. 

~ Some of them were burning? 
A. Yes. 

, 

I hours 
i 

because we 

Q, Was the villa[';e burning "Ihen you viCnt in it?" 
fl. Well, I actually didn't ,':alk right ,in the 

heart of it, but we came up last, so there wdre a few 
bunHng I'lhen vie came into it. I couldn't tell you if 
it was nothinc; but artillery or gun ships. 

Q. So actually the villuge was under attack for 
about three hours, you estJmate? 

A. I wouldn't say they were under attack for 
three hours, but we searched it. I am not positive. 
This is back a yea)", year and a half a[';o. I am just 
guessing, because we had a late start to begin with, too. 

~ I am trying 1;0 think wher'e we ate lunch at, because. 
we set up and searched the village. 1;1I1en vie come through 
we always search it thoroughly for weapons and such. 

Q, 
A. 

think we 

Did you eat lunch in the village? 
That is what I am trying to think. I 

did. I think we were on the outskirts 
don't 
of it. 

Q. 'I'his would be on what section, what part? 
~ It woul.d be the east. We were heading east. 

Q. You had moved through then by the time you 
ate lunch? You had cleared the village? 

~ I think we had. I am not sure, now. 

tO~rq~~~~l~~[P~~ 
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3 
A 

Q. Ifho was rritl-I you when you were ca t j .ng  lunch?  
2 '  A. I1cedquart.ers s e c t i o n ,  and the  company was 

around u s .  
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Q. Do you remember who was i n  t h e  headqua.Eters 

A. Do you mean i n  t h e  way o f  names? 

Q. Yes. 
A. Oh , j c e z  - -  CaptaS.n Medina, mysclf .  The . l a &  names 

Q. Uho e l s e  by f i rs t  name? 
A. John.  

Q. \ h a t  vias his job? 
A. IIc was cornpany RTO. Between him and - -  what 

sect  1. on? 

I am l o u s y  on. F i r s t  names I coul.cl g ive  you. '  

was h i s  name? TIC was company RTO and t h e  one who was 
c a r r y i n g  t h e  r a d i o .  

. .  

40 
41 

43 
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45 

42 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

w a s n ' t .  

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

11 Q. Does t h e  narw Paul"  mean any th ing?  
A. I am no t  s u r e  i f  h i s  l a s t  name was " P a u l "  o r  n o t .  

Q. L a s t  name "Paul" .  Let me show you t h e  r o s t e r . .  
L e t  me see t h e  r o s t c r .  "John H .  Paul"  -- does t h a t  r i n g  
a b e l l ?  

How about LT St01-ms? Did you know a LT Storms? 
He was o u r  XO. i 

Was he wi th  you? 
No. 

Was he on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  
No, riot LT Storms, .no ,  I am p r e t t y  s u r e  he 

Does t h e  name Widmcr mean anyth ing?  
.There we go.  He was t h e  o t h e r  one.  

O the r '  what? 
RTO . 
And he was t h e  company RTO? 
No, i t  was 'between him and John.  
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Q. \'n10 vms vlith you when you vlere eatJ.n[,; luneh? 
A. lJeadqu8rters sectlon, and the comp8ny vias 

around us. ' 

Q. Do you remember who tws l,n the headqunL'tcl'S 
section? 

~ Do you mean in the way of names? 

Q. Yes. 

, ..... '. 

A. Oh, jccz Captain Medina, myself. 
names I could give you.' 

The last names 
I am lousy on. First 

Q. Hho else by first nflme? 
A. John. 

Q. vn1at ,"as hi s job? 
A. He WflS company RTO. 

was his name? He was company 
carrying the radio. 

Bet\'l(;!en him and -- what 
R'l'O and the one vlho was 

Q, 
A. 

How about L'l' storms? 
He was our XO. 

Did you IcnoVi a LT storms? 
I 

~ Was he with you? 
A. No • 

Q. Was he on the operation? 
A. No, not LT storms ,no, I am pretty sure he 

Vlasn 't. 

Q. Does the name Hidmer mean anything? 
~ ~here we go. He was the other one. 

Q. Other what? 
A. ETO. 

~ And he was the company RTO? 
A. No, it was 'between him and John. 

Q. Does the name "Paul" mean anything? 
A. I am not sure if his last name was "Paul" or not. 

Q. Last name "Paul". I,et me show you the roster .. 
Let me see the roster. '~ohn H. Paul" -- does that ring 
a bell? 

''fO~ nFflC\~l USE 01'.;-" 
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A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q.. 

SP4 . 
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T h a t  ini.f;ht be him. 

A t  l.c!asL a t  t h e  t ime o f  t h i s  r o s t e r  he r:as a 

Uh--htI.h, S O  V I ~ S  John.  

Was h c  with you? J o h n  was t;her*e? 
Ri .g11t .  

The John but you d o n ' t  know whether h i s  name 
was J l h n  Paul. o r  r iot?  

A. I: th:lnlc t h a t  might be i t .  
. . .  

Q. And he v a s  what? €re vias t h e  cotllpany - -  , 

A. ( In t e rpos i .ng )  He r!ould be company RTO. 

Q. And \:hat was Ididmer? 
A. We3.1, t hey  switched back and i 'o r th .  

Q. &if; tli(:~:.c- were only tv io rafi'l.os? 
A. Ri.f ;ht i .  We hail a t h f r d  one but  t h a t ,  was 

Q. Thi.s man v!8s al.u!zys a t t a c h e d ,  I suppose,  t h  

A. Right,, 

Q. Was he the same man each t i m e . o r  was he 
d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. No. We keep them - -  I wou1.d s a y  they.  s t a y  
o u t  j.n t h e  f i e l d  sometimes t h r e e  t o  f o u r  months and then  
t h e y  r o t a t e d  thcn i .  

t h a t  were i n  the p l -a toons?  

a round.  

Q. 

I 
a r t i l l e r y .  

a r t i l l e r y  F:TO? 

I 

Q. Do you reiiiember t h e  r ad io - t e l ephone  o p e r a t o r s  

A. Oh, n o .  Z'liey r o t a t e d  them. They switched them 

PJhat 1v:ii:; i,iii' r a d i o  t h a t  you were us ing  a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A. What, k!m\ o r  what? 

- 
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A. 

Q. 
S1'11. 

A. 

Q. 
A. 
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Thilt Inight be hJ.rn. 

At lC8S\; 8t the time of this roster he was a 

Uh~huh. so was John. 

W8S he with you? John was there? 
Right, 

Q. 
was John 

A. 

'l'he John but 
Paul or not? 

you don 1 t know 1'Ihether his name 

I think that might be it. 

Q. And he vw s I'lha t? He \'iCl s the company 
A. (lnterpos :i.n[~) He \'!Ould be cOmp::lnjT RTO. 

~ And what was Widmer? 
A. Well, they s\dtched back and forth. 

~ But there were only two radi.os? 
A. Right. We had a third one but that. was 

arti llel'Y , 

Q. 
artillery 

A. 

This fIIan 
HTO? 
Right. 

was always attached, I suppose, the 

Q. Was he the same mnn each time. or vias he 
different? 

A. No. We keep them ~- I would say they stay 
out in the flcld sometimes three to four months and then 
they rotated them. 

Q. 
that 1'ler8 

A. 
around. 

Q. 
tlme? 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Do you rCIJlember the radio-telephone operators 
in the p18toons? 
Oh, no. 'they rotated them. They switched them 

\'Ihal ',:ae; LllC ra,dio that you v;ere using at that 

\'fha t k \11(\ or I'll1a t? 

The nCl",cncJature? 
I dOll I L il:·llIcrnb8r. 
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t3 rh Q. 11; W ~ S  a back pack? 
A. I t  k!as a 25. 

Q. It was a 2 5 ,  PRC-25? 
A. R i g h t ; ,  P IX-25.  

Q. And thjs was the  rad3.o t h a t  was on t h e  company 

A. R igh t ,  t h c  on ly  r a d j o s  vie used were PRC-25s. 

Q. Did you e v e r  use your r a d i o  on t h e  f requency  
t h a t  t h e  p l a t o o n s  viei'e on? 

A. N o ,  u n l e s s  somcthi.ng happened t o  t l i ~  o t h e r  
r a d i o .  That was j.n ca se  o f  emergericy, l i k e  r a l n  rrout1.d 
h i t  you wi th  t h e  r a d i o s ,  and r l p ; h t  away I t e l l  battaI.li0i1 
.I am l e a v i n g  on 5 and c a l l  t h e  p k t o o n s  up, bu t .  I d i d n ' t  
use i t  wi th  company a t  a l l ;  I used i t  v1it.h b a t t a l i o n .  

: n e t  and the  b a t t a l i o n  ne t ,  o r  t h e  t y p e  of equipment? 

Q. You d i d  n o t ?  T h a t  day you d i d  no t  change 

A. No. 

Q. 

f requency ? 

Di.d'you. ever  communicat;e w i t h  any o f '  t he  
s u p p o r t i n g  a i r c r a f t ?  I 

A. 1 d o n ' t  remember t h a t  a t  a l l .  The GO might have .  
I don t remember cal.linp; them. 

Q. Was it  common t o  t a l k  f r e q u e n t l y  wi th  t h e  
s u p p o r t i n g  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. It depended on i :hether - -  i f  we were gol.ng 5.nto 
a h o t "  LZ o r  something, sonietlmes we t a l k e d  t o  them and 
sometimes we d i d n ' t .  I t h i n k  we d i d  t a l k  t o  one chopper ,  
if I am no t  mistaken,  and we got a r i f l e  o u t .  They had 
s h o t  a VC and he had a r i f l e ,  and we go t  t h e  r i f l e .  

'I 

Q. i iho go t  t h e  r i f l e ?  
A. We g o t  t h e  r i f l e .  

Q. Do you mean the  command g roup? '  
A. R i g h t ,  t hey  b r i n g  t h e  r i f l e  up t o  u s .  

Q. Who brought i t  up t o  you? 
A. One of  t h e  companies. I d o n ' t  know which one, 

.sir. 
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Q. It l'iiU; a back pack? 
~ It was a 25. 

~ It was a 25, PRC-25? 
A. Right, PHC-25. 

Q. 
net and 

A. 

And th1s was tile radio that was on the company 
the battalion net, or the type of equipment? 

Right, the only radios Vie used were PRC-25s. 

Q. Dj.d you ever use your radlo on the frequency 
that the platoons vlere on? . 

A. No, unless somethj.ne; happened to the other 
radio. That was in case of emere;ency, llke r'aln would' 
hit you with the radiOS, and ri~lt away I tell battalion 

·1 am leaving on 5 and call the platoons up, but· I d:ldn't 
usc it vlith company at all; I used lt wlt.h battallon. 

Q. You did not? That day you did not change 
frequency? 

A. No. 

~ Did you ever communicate wlth 
supporting aircraft? 

A. I don't remember that at all. 
I don't remember calling them. 

any of' the , 

The 0,10 . ~ t I mlf')l' ·lave. 

Q. Was it common to talk frequently wlth the 
supporting helicopters? 

A. It depended on ~Jhether - - lf we were going into 
a "hot" LZ or somethlng, sometimes vie talked to them and 
sometimes we dldn't. I thjnk we dld talk to one chopper, 
if 1 am not mistaken, and we got a rifle out. They had 
shot a VC and he had a rifle, and we got the rifle. 

. slr. 

Q. 
A. 

\Vho got the rifle? 
We got the rifle. 

Q. Do you mean the command group? 
A. Right, they bring the rifle up to us. 

Q. Who brought it up to you? 
A. One of the companies. I don't know whlch one, 

'. 
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Q. Do you mean someonc in one of t h e  platoon:;? 
A. R i g h t .  They sent somebody o u t  t o  pj.cl; j~t up.  

If I am n o t  m:isl:aken, I d o i l ’ t  knovr vrhether h e  t,all:cd t o  
t h e  chopper o r  n o t .  I d o n ’ t  remcrnber. 

Q. Did CPT Medi.na ever  go a f t e r  a weapon based 
on a r e q u e s t  from a h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I d o n ’ t  t h i n k  h e  d i d  p e r s o n a l l y .  I t h i n k  he 
sent a s q u a d  o u t .  Now I am n o t  s u r e .  I know we g o t  a 
weapon t h a t  day .  We g o t  a coup le ,  as  f a r  a s  I can 
remember, and a chopper had c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e y  had  .shot  
one running  aricl t h e y  had c a l l e d  u s  and . . t o ld  u s  where 
t h e  l o c a t i o n  wan and we sen t  a squad o r  a h a l f  p1.atoon 0u. t  
t o  ge t  i t .  

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

Did you go throvgh t h e  v i l l a . g e ?  
P a r t s  o f  it I d i d .  

D i d  you s e e  a l o t  of dead o r  wotundecl? 
I seen  a few men l a y i n g  t h e r e .  

Men? 
Uh-huh. 

Where wei^e they?  
I n  t h e  vi1.3.age. 

I 

Were t h e y  J.n a group o r  scattered? 
The ones I seen r x r e  s c a t t e r e d .  

Did you eve r  see a d i t c h  v;ith bod ies  i n  i t? 

Did you f 3 r e  y o u r .  weapon d u r i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  
No. 

Did CPT Medina f i r e  h i s  weapon d u r i n g  t h i s  

Huh-uh. 
. 

~ .~ . .  

- 
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, because t h e  company was i n  f r o n t  of u s .  
If I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  he d i d n ‘ t  f i r e  h i s  weapon a t  a l l .  

Q. How about bfidmer? 
A. I d o n ’ t  t h i n k  s o .  
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Q, Do you mcean someone 1n one of the platoons? 
A. R:ight. They sent somebody out to pj.ck it up. 

If I am not 011 staken, I don't ImoVi I'lhether he tallwd to 
the chopper or not. I don't remember. 

~ Did CPT Medina ever go after a weapon based 
on a request from a helicopter? 

~ I don't think he did personally. I think he 
sent a squad out. NO\'1 I am not sure. I know VIC got a 
weapon that day. We got a couple, as far as I can 
remember, and a chopper had called that they hddshot 
one running and they had called us and told us where 
the location \'!as and we sent a squad or a half platoon out 
to get it. 

Q. Did you go throuU,h the village? 
~ Parts of it I did. 

Q. Did you see a lot of dead or wounded? 
A. I seen a few men laying there. 

Q. Men? 
A. Uh-huh. 

Q. Where were they? 
A. In the village. 

Q. Were they in a group or scattered? 
A. The ones I seen v;ere scattered. 

~ Did you ever sec a ditch with bodies in it? 
A. Huh··uh. 

Q. Did you flre your·weapon durlng this operation? 
A. No. 

Q. Did CPT Medina fire hls vleapon during this 
operation? 

~ No, because the company was in front of us. 
If I remember correctly, he didn't fire his weapon 'at all. 

Q, 
A. 

Q, 
A. 

How about Widmer? 
I don't think so. 
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Q. Dj.d thc  coinmand group a t  any time f i r e  the l . r  

weapons for any purpose? 
A. As f a r  a s  1: remember, we cll.dn't fire our  

weapons a t  a l l .  because t h e  company was j ~ n  f r o n t  o f  u s ,  
SO VJe cou.3.dn't f i r e  because t h e  company was i n  f r o n t  o f . u s .  

Q. Were you w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t i n g  platoon ' ,  a h i c h  
acco rd ing  t o  o u r  i n fo rma t ion ,  was t h e  3d P la toon? . .  . ,  

A. 1 t h i n k  t h e  3d P l a t o o n  was arou.tid u s .  

Q. Did you see  a h e l i c o p t e v  set.down t o  your 

A. 'No. 

Q. Was there  a good b i t  of f o l i a g e  i n  t h e  v i c i . n i t y  

A. R i g h t ,  t h e r e  was. 

Q. Were t h e  v a r i o u s  h u t s  screened by r o l i a g e ?  I 
mean from one hu t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  was t h e r e  a l o t  of t r e e s  
and hedges i n  t he re?  

, .  

. ,  

f r o n t  any v i h  c r  e ? 

of t h e  vl.ll ,nt;c? 

l . A .  Do you mean from t h e  a i r ?  I 

Q. No, f rom t h e  ground.  If t h e r e  was a h u t  h e r e  
and  a h u t  h e r e ,  were they  s e p a r a t e d  by f o l i a g e ?  

A. More o r  less t hey  were, I ' d  s a y .  

Q. Did you see any c i v i l i a n s ,  e i . ther  VC or anyone, 
moving t o  t h e  r e a r ,  o r  be ing  rounded up by American 
pe r sonne l?  

A. Huh-u.h. 

Q. You neve r  had any tu rned  ov.er t o  t h e  command 

A. 
group,  p.;roups o f  men? 

Oh, we have had peop le ,  you khovr, t u r n e d  ove r  
and then  vie wou3.d sea rch  them and t,hen our  i n t e r p r e t e r  
would q u e s t i o n  them and say ,  %.s V i c t o r  C h a r l i e  i n  t h e  
a r e a ? "  And they  always gave u s  t h e  same answer, "No. I1  

Q. How many came through your conimand group t h a t  
morning? 

A. I c a n ' t  tell you f o r  sure. 

Q. Well, normally were t h e y  brought back, or d i d  * 
t h e y  come back i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  o r  were t h e y  e s c o r t e d  by 

Y 
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t).. Did the command gI'OUp at any time flre their 

weapons for any purpose? 
A. As far as 1 remember, vie cUdn' t flre our 

weapons at all because the company was in front of us, 
so ~Ie couldn't fire because the compEmy ~Ias in front of . us . 

Q. 
according 

A. 

"Jere you ~li th the supporting platoon, whi ch 
to our information, was the 3d Platoon? 
I thl.nk the 3d Platoon Vias around us. . 

~ Did you see a helicopter set.down to your 
front anyvihcre? 

A. 'No. 

~ Was there a good bit of follage in the vicinity 
of the village? 

~ Right, there was. 

Q. Were the various huts screened by foliage? I 
mean from one hut to the other was there a lot of trees 
and hedges in there? 

and 

.~ Do you mean from the air? 

Q. 
a hut 

A. 

No, from the ground. If there was a hut here 
here, were they separated by foliage? 
More or less they were, I'd say. 

Q, Did you see any civilians, either VC or anyone, 
moving to the rear, or being rounded up by American 
personnel? 

A. Huh-uh. 

Q. You never had any turned ov.er to the command 
group, groups of men? . 

A. Oh, Vie have had people, you IillO\'I, turned over 
and then vie would search them~ and then our interpreter 
would question them and say, 'Is Victor Charlie in the 
area?" And they always ~ave us the same answer, "No." 

Q, How many came through your command group that 
morning? 

~ I can't tell you for sure. 

Q. Well, normally were they brought bac~ or did 
they come back individually, or were they escorted by 

G80 (IVlUHRAY) 
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u . s.  pei?sonnc:I.? 
A. They were vsuall.!: e s c o r t e d  by personnel.  because,  

you know, If' you t a k e  them- back t h e y  jus t ;  walk  awey, ' a n d  
we wan$ t o  t a l k  t o  t h c m  and s e e  i f  thcre  i.s any C h o r l i e  i n  
t h e  a r e a .  They brought t.hem back and t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  
would ques t ; .on  them, and he would t e l l  u s  what t hey  knew, 
wlii.ch was most of the  time n o t h i n g ,  and then  we would 
l e t  thein g o .  

Q. When .you l e t  them go,  d i d  you t e l l  them. v:h,ere 
t o  go o r  j u s t  l e t  t h e n  go? 

A. I s a t  t o  one s3.de s o  I d i d n ' t  I . i i t e n ,  because 
I 1:lstened t o  t h e  radl.0. That  was my job . '  T h a t  9.s a l l  
I did. 

Q. 
A. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of' his name. 

Q. 

Do you remember who t h e  % n t e r p r e t e r  Was? 

D i d  you see any nied:'tcaI a t t e n t i o n  belng c i v e n  
t o  c iv j . l i . ans ,  I mean South Vietnamese, o t h e r  t h a n  U .  S .  
p e r s o n n e l ?  ' .  1 

A. Nat r igh t  o f fhand ,  no. 1 
I 

. Q. D i d  you ever  r ece ive  a n  order on t h e  r a d i o ,  
or rrhi.3.e you were hand l ing  the l ladio,  t o  s t o p  kil . l- ing 
c i v i l i a n s ,  s t o p  t h e  s l a u g h t e r ,  anyth5.ng l.n t h a t  c o n t e n t ?  

s3.gn and I'd say ,  
t o  the  G O .  

A. Not t o  n i x  r e c o l l e c t i o n . .  They c a l l e d  niy c a l l  
\>Jait",  and I biould hand the  phone 

Q. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you know if: .a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  ever  

A. I neve r  heard,  anythj.ng l i k e  t h a t ,  

Q. 

Do you. remember t h e  CO ever p a s s i n g  down an 
o r d e r  l i k e  t h a t ?  

t h r e a t e n e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  P i n l c v i l l e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

Were t h e r e  a n y  South Vietnamese N a t i o n a l s  
working wjth C Company, and I want t o  c3.ar i fy  t h a t  a s  
N a t i o n a l  Pol. ice,  ARVN, o r  Popular  Force pe r sonne l  working 
wi th  t h e  company?' 

remember if they  went wJ.th u s .  We met w1.th ano the r  
company f o r  an R N .  

A. No, If I remember, t h a t  n i g h t  -- I c a n ' t  : 

I d o n ' t  know i f  they  came with @ U . r  
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U. S. personnel? 
A. They vlere usually escorted by personnel because, 

you lmovl, if you t81w them back they just walk RVJay,' 8nd 
we w8nt to talk to them and see if there is Dny Charlie in 
the ax'ea. 'I'hey brought them back and the lntel'prcter 
would questlon them, and l1e would tell us what they knew, 
wh:l.ch Vias most of the time not,hing, and then Vie would 
let them go. 

Q. Hhcn ,you let them go, did you tell them v;here 
to go or just let them go? I 

A. I sat to one side so I didn't listen, because 
I l:tstened to the radJ.o. That was my job.' That ls all 
I did. 

Q. Do you remember \-Iho the interpreter was? 
A. I can't think of his name. 

Q, Did 
to civili,C1ns, 
personnel? 

you sec any medical attention being glven 
I me8n South Vietnamese, other than U. S. 

A. Not right offhand, no. 
, /1 

I 
, ~ Dld you ever receive an order on the rRdio, 

or I'lh1J.e you were handling the l'ad10, to stop killing 
dvilians, stop the slaughter, anything in that content? 

A. Not to m? recollection. They called my call 
slgn and I'd say, 'walt", and I 00uld hand the phone 
to the CO. 

Q, Do you remember the CO ever passing down an 
order like that? 

L I can'i remember. 

, Q. Do you know ift.a helicopter pilot ever 
threatened to report the Pinkvil1e operation? 

A. I never heard anythi,ng l1ke that. 

~ Were there any South Vietnamese Nationals 
working with C Company, and I want to clarify that as 
National Police, ARVN, or Popular Force pel'sonnel vlOrking 
wi th the company?' 

A. No. If I remember, that night -- I can't 
remember if they \'lent with us. We met with another 
company for an RN. I don't know if they came Hith (lur 
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company o r  t he  o t h e r  cbnipany, bu t  they  vierc t h e r e  t h a t  
n i g l i t ,  I remenibex' t h a t  , 

Q. 1)j.d you see them dur ine ;  the  dzy? 
A. T h a t ,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k ,  because t h e y  d i d n ' t  come 

on oui' s h i p  and I d o n ' t  know who D ~ S  on t h e  resk , o f  the 
s h i p s ,  and. there  mielit, have been. I c a n ' t  reinember. 

&. Well., how many of t h e s e  people  d i d  you  see 
kha t  nic;ht? 

A. I th in l t ,  i f  'I am no t  mistalcen, I seen rougi-ily 
about  s i x .  I am n o t  sure,  l;hou.gh. 

Q. 
A. I t h i n k  t h e y  MCIX Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  Local. 

Were they  ARVN o r  Nat iona l  P b E c e ? .  

F o r c e s ,  whatever you want t o  c a l l  them. 

Q. . Did you see any of: t h e  j . n t e r r o g a t i o n s  be ing  
conducted by these pcople?  

A. Huh-- uh . 
Q. Did you sec or hea r  o f  a group,  a n  ir idivl .du.al  

A. No. 

Q. Were you ques t ioned  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  
A. T h i s , i s  t h e  first time I was eve r  ques t ioned  

Q. Have you e v e r  heard of t h e  Ru les  of Engagement? 

or group of  fj.el.d graclc o f f i c e r s ,  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
was ove r ,  a s l t i n ~  clu.estions about  i t? 

1 
I 

about  i t .  

Were you e v e r  b r i e f e d  a s  t o  what t o  d o  i f  a South 
Vietnamese i n  a combat a s s a u l t  o p e r a t i o n  was r u n n i n g '  
away from you? 

A. D:, you mean l i k e  a VC? 

Q. Yes. 
A. You always t e l l  them t o  s t o p .  

Q. What; do you, say?  
A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  words.  Asked them t o  

s t o p ,  s a y , .  "dung lal". 

. Q. Dung la:? 
A. Dung lai, s t o p .  

682 (MURRAY ) 

n r'h 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

, 14 
15 
lG 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
2" .~ 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
3D 
39 
1,0 

41 
42 
43 
M 
1,5 

__ P M,,- ~._ .. _.~_ .. - _ ..... _., .... 

'FOR OFFICIAL USE ONL\ 
comp8ny or the other cbmpany, but they \'lerC there tha 
nie:ht. I remem~er that. 

Q. J)j,d you see them durine; the day? 
A. That, I can't think, because they didn't come 

on oUP ship and I don't know l'lho I','as on the rest of the 
sh:tps, and there mie;ht. have been. I can't l'ernc:mber. 

Q. \I'ell, ho," many of these people did you see 
that night? , 

L I th:tnk, if I am 
about six. I am not sure, 

not mistal,en, I seen roughly 
though. 

Q. I<lere they ARVN or National Pollce?, 
A. I think they were National Pollce 01' Local 

Forces, whatc:ver you want t.o call them. 

Q. 
conducted 

A. 

Did you see any of 
by these poople? 
Huh··uh. 

the illterrogations being 

" 

~ Did you see or hear of a group, an indivldual 
01' group of field grade officel's,after the operatlen 
was over, askiJ1S questions about it? 

A. No. 

Q. 
A. 

about it. 

Were you questioned about the operation? 
This is the first time I was ever questioned 

Q. Have you ever heard of the Rules of Engagement? 
Were you ever briefed as to I':hat to do if a South 
Vietnamese in a combat assault operation VlBS l'unning' 
away from you? 

A. Do you mean like a VC? 

Q, Yes. 
L You always tell them to stop. 

Q. I<lhat do you say? 
L I can't remember the words. Asked them to 

stop, say" "dung lai". 

. Q. Dung lai? 
L Dung la1, stop. 
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Q. Then r!l-iat? 
A. If h e  kept. ru!ming, f i r e  a w a i ~ ~ i . n g  shot . '  

Q. A nai rn in~;  s h o t ?  
A. Yes. . .  

Q. Then what? 
A. Th5.s :LS what I l ea rned  i n  b a s i c ,  you know.. 

Q. Then v!hat:? 
A. 

-. 

Then 5.f h e  kept run!ii.ng, t h e n  ,you Lry t o  hi! 
Hut i f  a guy i s  runnl.ng away, you  t e l l  'him t o  s t o p .  h i m .  

O f  cou r se ,  h e ' s  s c a r e d ,  t o o ,  and i f  it i s  a n  o l d  man k -  

Q. (1:nterposing) \\rere you b r i e f e d  t h a t  peop1.e ' 

A. Do you mean be fo re  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

Q. Durine; t h e  operaLj.on? 
A. I don '1; remember anyth5.ng . 
Q. b h a t  was your unders tanding  of t h e  enemy 

A. I hea rd  it, was q u i t e  i t  was s u  posed t o  

were not; suppoc;c!d t o  r u n  from US Forces?  

I 

s i t u . a t i o n  5.n t h i s  a r e a ?  

be q u J t e  heavy i n  t h e r e .  
i t ,  because I had on ly  been back a s h o r t  t ime  and I 
h a d n ' t  w r k e d  t h a t  a r e a .  I h a d n ' t  been with t h e  company 
i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

.Q. You had n o t ?  
A. No. 

Q. Where had you 'been? 
A. Xa Ninh. 

Well, t h a t ' s  a l l .  ! knew abov t  

Q. How do you S p e l l  I t? Is t h i s  a town o r  

A. No, i t  i s  a town. 
h o s p i  t a I.? 

Q. I s  i t  sou th  of Quang Ngai C i t y ?  
A. I t  i s  s o u t h  of Duc Pho. 

Q. The name i s  no t  i m p o r t a n t ,  And how long were 

A. I would say  about  a month, because I spraj.ned 
you down there?  

m y  thumb. I one ti.me and my 
1 .  

rc 
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Q. Then vlhat? 
A. If he kept. running, fir'c a vlarning c;hot. 

Q. A warning shot? 
A. Yes. 

Q. '1'hon wha t;? 
A. This ls what I learned in baslc, you know·. 

Q. 'rhen "lhat? 
A. Then j.f he kept running, then 'you try to hi.t 

him. But if a guy is running 8\wy, you tell him to stop. 
Of course, he's scared, too, and if it is an old man ~-

Q. 
were not 

A. 

(Interposing) Were you briefed that people . 
supposed to run from US Forces? 

Do you mean before the operation? 

~ During the operation? 
A. I don't ,remember anythi.ng. 

I 
Q. vtnat Vias your underst"nding of the enemy 

situation i.n this area? 
A. I heard it was quite ~- it was supposed to 

be qui.te heavy in there. Well, that's all I knew about 
it, becDuse I had only been back a short time and I 
hadn't worked that area. I hadn't been with the compeny 
in this brea. 

Q. You hed .not? 
A. No. 

Q. Where had you been? 
A. Xa Winh. 

Q. How do you spell it? Is this a town or 
hosp1ta 1.? 

~ No, it is a town. 

Q. Is it south of Quang Ngai City? 
A. It is south of Duc Pho. 

Q. 
you do\<m 

A. 
my thumb. 

not important. And how long were 

about a month, because I sprai.ned 
a ditch one ti.me and my 

Nt 1 • 
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%.. ~ 1 6  came down and h i t  t h e  back o f  my n a I 1  and t o r e . i t  

o f f ,  and I t  was opcri atid go t  i n f e c t e d ,  and t h c  d o c t o r  
wouSd11”t l e t  me go back 2-11 t h e  f i e 1 . d  a f t e r  tha t . .  ’ ’  

Q. And you. were clorin t h e r e  about  a month? 
A. I would say  roughly  a month. 

Q. When d i d  you j o i n  t h e  u n l ~ t ?  

Q. No, a f t e r  you came back from . the  I - -  
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The month? 

Q. Yes. R i g l i t  befor,e this opei:ation? 
A. No, I dj.cln”i, conie t o  t h i n l c  o f  i t .  If I am 

n o t  mj.staken, I t h f n k  I jo ined  them j u s t  before  this 
operntj .on,  but I am no t  su re  becauoe we went 0v.t on a 
couple  th InEs  a f t e r i m d s  and I am not; s u r e .  

A. October .  I 
I 

I 

Q. Was i t  i n  March o r  February?  
A. T thPn!c i t  was i n  FelJrusry.  I rnay’ t )e mistalien 

now. I have been on so  many operat,-ions o v e r  t h e r e  I 
di.dn I t know whethcr I was coming 01- goi.ng. 

Q. Was th:is a h o s p i t a l ?  
A. No. 

0. What was i t? 
A. A company of u s  were down t h e r e .  It was j u s t  

guys t h a t  were on l i g h t  d u t y ,  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  
go t  on t h i s  j . s l a n d .  

We 

Q. What were you doj.ng d.own t h e r e ?  
A. 1: was t h e  te lephone  o p c r a t o r  down t h e r e  f o r  

LT Maxon a t  t h e  tj.me. H i s  name was I,T Xaxon. 

Q. What company was t h a t ?  
A. 

who had r e a l  l i g h t  d u t y ,  and t h e y  s e n t  them down t h e r e .  

Q. Was t h i s  nea r  t h e  b r jgade  headquar t e r s?  
A. It was j u s t  a b o u t ,  I would say - -  Duc Pho was 

It ’was men of a l l  fou r  cornpanj.es, r e a l l y ,  people  

. .  

t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

special .  d u t y ?  
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M16 came down and hit the back of my nail and tore it 
off, and it was opon and got infected, and tho doctor 
wouldn1t let me ~o back in the field after that.· 

Q. And you were down there about a month? 
~ I would say roughly a month. 

~ When did you join the unit? 
A. October. 

Q. No, after you came back from the 
A. (Interposing) 'l.'he month? 

Q. Yes. Right befoX'e thi.s opn'ation? 
A. No, I didn't, come to think of it. If lam 

not mistaken, I think I joined them just before this 
operation, but I am not sure because we went out on a 
couple things afterwards and I am not sure. 

Q. Was it in March or February? 
~ I think it was in February. I may be mistaken 

now. I have been on so many operations over there I 
didn I t 1m 01'1 I'lhether I was comin£!; or going. 

Q. Was this a hospital? 
A. No. 

Q. What IWS it? 
A. A company of us were dovm there. It ViaS just 

guys that were on light duty, and stuff like this. We 
got on this island. 

LT 

who 

Q. 
A. 

Maxon 

Q. 
A. 

had 

What were you doing down the~e? 
I was the telephone operator down there for 

at the time. His name \,Ias IiI' jfJaxon. 

What company I'las that? 
It was men of all four companies, really, people 

real li£!;ht duty, and they sent them down there. 

~ Was this near the brigade headquarters? 
A. It was just about, I would say -- Duc Pho was 

the headquarters. 

Q. duty? 

(MURRAY) 
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1 A. R i g h t ,  I r:as, They v:oul.cir;'t l .et anybody sit;' on 
t h e  base camp, s o  t h e y  s e n t  me dor.:n t h e r e .  So t h e y  j 
recovered  down t h e r e  . . . : 

Q. Do you know i f  t h e  a r t - i l . l e ry  t h a t  was .normal ly  
f i r e d  on t h e s e  operat i .ons was V1' o r  s u r f e c c  detona ' ted? 

A. I d o n ' t  know what the  a r t i l l e r y  was. 

Q. What was t h e  procedure for- ca l l j . ng  a r t i l l e r y  

A. 

Q. 

A. Maybe 303 meters. 

Q. Was t h e  3d P la toon  g iven  t h e  miss ion  of bur,n:ing 

A. . I d o n ' t  knori. 

Q. Was t h e r e  a photographer w i t h  t h e  cornpany 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Somebody t o o k  t h a t  p i c t u r e .  
A. There might have been. I d o n ' t  remember vihether 

th rough Lhe a r t i l l e r y  R'l'O. I 
(Witness shakes I read n e g a t i v e l y .  ) 

Do you know t h e  approximate d i s t a n c e  from your  
1 

he l i cop t , e r ,  t o  t h e  edge o f  the  v i l l a g e ?  

t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

i 

durl.ng t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  I 

t h e r e  bins o r  n o t .  
a camera, l e t ' s  p u t  i t  t h a t  way. 

I don. ' t  remer:&er s e e i n g  a man wi th  

Q. You do n o t  o r  you do? 
A. I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember. I c a n ' t  p l a c e  him, 

because h e  might have conic with one of t h e  p l a t o o n s .  

Q. Did you observe any U .  S .  pe r sonne l  3.n- 

A. No. 

Q. Did you know a PFC T o r r e s ?  
A. What was h i s  first name? 

Q; E s e q u i e l .  
A. Pardon? 

Q. Esequi .e l .  He would probably  liave. a micknarne. 
A. Yes, I probably Lbow him by h i s  nickname. T o r r e s  

d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  . f i r i n g  on c i v i l i a n s ?  

. 
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A. RJght, I v:as. They woulcln' t let 

the base camp, so they sent me clown there. 
recovered clown there. 

anybody sH on 
So they 

Q. 
fJred on 

A. 

Do you know :i f the arti llery that ';Iasnormally 
thelie operations vias V'l' or surf2.ce detonated? 

I don't know what the artillery was, . 

Q. 
thr oUGh 

A. 

What was the procedure for calling artJllery 
the Dr'tillery R'l'O. I 

(Witness shakes head negatJvely.) 
! 

Q. Do you know the approxi.mElte di stance from your 
helicopter to the edge of the village? 

~. ~aybe 300 meters. 

Q. Was the 3d Platoon given the m:lssion of burning 
the vElage? 

A. I don't know. 
i 

Q. Has there a photographer vii th the company , 
during this operatJon? I 

A. I can't remember. 

~ Somebody took that picture. 
A. There m:Lght have been. I don't remember dlether 

there was or not. I don't remember seeJng a man with 
a camera, let's put it that way. 

Q. You do not or you do? 
A. I just can't remember. I can't place him, 

because he might have come with one of the platoons. 

Q. Did you observe any U. S. personnel in-
discriminately·firing on civilians? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you know a PFC Torres? 
A. What was his first name? 

Q. Esequiel. 
A. ~ardon? 

• 
Q. Esequ:Lel. He vlould probably have. a .nickname. 
A. Yes, I probably know M.m by his n:Lckname. Torres 
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sounds fami.l.$nr because I used t o  once i n  awhi le  ha 
ou t  t h e  m a l l ,  and t h e  name sounds fami l la r , .  t h a t  

Q. D i d  you see h3.m on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  
A. No . 
Q. 

A. Do you mean t h e  people  we caught?  

Did you s e e  any of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  th!s 
v i l l a g e  i n  mill.tai-y uniform? 

Q. Yes. 
A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did you s e e  any bodies  which you saw i n  ." 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. I mean d i d  they  have any web equipment o r  

A. The on ly  t ime I seen them, t h e y  would have been 

m i l i t a r y  uniform. 

any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

s t r i p p e d  "of t h e i r  web gea r ,  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  

you remember seej.nii;? 
~. . Q. How many d o  .you t h i n k  you saw? How many do 

A. Not t o o  many. 

Q. Would you be tallcine, about  f i v e ,  f i f t e e n ,  o r  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say  r i g h t  of fhand. .  

Q. 

A. 

Q. You know, I mean w r i t t e n  some.vfhere on t h e  

A. I guess i f  they  come fPom -- a l o t  of guys 

twenty,  o r  more? 

Do you remember anyone having  " C a l i f o r n i a "  
. .  . w r i t t e n  on the j . r  he lmet?  

'remember. 

helmet cover?  

come f rom C a l i f o r n i a  had done t h a t .  

' A 16t of guys viere from C a l i f o r n i a . ,  I c a n ' t  

Q. Is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  
A. R i g h t . .  

. -  . . ~ - -  

, ; .  ~ . .  . -  
' . ~ &. '' Did you. e v e r  go back  into My L a i  (:4),? 

A. No, n o t  me. 
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sounds fam:\J.~nr because I used to once in awhile 
out the mail , aml the name sounds familiar., tha.t 

~ Did you see hl,m on this operation? 
A. No. 

Q. Did you see any of the inhabitants of 
village in miLitary unifol'm? 

A. Do you mean the people we caught? 

Q. Yes. 
A. I can't remember. 

thts 

Q. Did you see any bodies ,,·,'hich you sa\'J in 
militDry uniform. 

A. I don't remember. 

Q. I mean did they have any web equipment or 
anything like that? 

~ The only time I seen them. they would have 
strippec10f their web gear, and stuff like this. 

Q. How many do -you think you saw? HoVJ many do 
you remember seeing? 

A. Not too many. 

been 

Q. 
twenty, 

A. 

Would you be talking about five. fifteen, or 
or more? 

I couldn't say right offhand. 

Do you remember anyone having "California" 
on their helmet? 

Q. 
written 

A. 
'remember. 

A 1 cit of guys l'iere from California.. I can't 

Q. You know, I mean written some.vlhere on the 
helmet cover? 

~ I guess if they come from -- a lot of guys 
come from California had done that. 

Q. Is that right?, 
A. Right: 

Q. " - Did you, ever go back into ~1y Lai (4 )? 
A. No, not me. 
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Q. \!hat? 
A. Not mc. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  company 'vicnt back 

Q. No. 
A. As f a r  a s  I Itnow, t h e y  t i j .dnrt . .  I .can ' l ;  remember. 

Q. A f t e r  you c l ea rcd  t h e  v i l l a g e  a n d  you niov.ed 
forward t o  t h e  e a s t ,  d i d  CPT Nedina or anybody' . f roa t h e  
command gi'oup go back through t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  any reason?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  was any "get even" 
a t t i t u d e  o r  vengeance on t h e  p a r t  of C Company when t h e y  
went l.nto t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I cloii't t h i n k  s o .  

Q. Do y o u  remember a man named P.l.lcdloe? 

Q. 

t h e r e  actunl1.y.  Do you mean t h e  same v i l l a g e ?  

.. ~. A. . t I ~ h -  uh . 
DCJ you  remember I I i l l  85? 

A. Hill 85? ! 
Q. H i l l  85? 
A. Where Mas t h a t  a t ?  

Q. It i s  r i g h t  h e r c  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on map). 

(The w i t n e s s  exarriined t h e  map ..), 

a l l  Korean o u t p o s t ,  if I am n o t  mistaken.. 
A. O h ,  y e s ,  t h a t  was -- I t h i n k  t h a t  was 8n 

Q, 
A. No. 

Q. Did a man get wounded up t h e r e ?  
A. If I am not; mistaken,  he d i d .  

Q. Were you wi.th CPT Medina a t  a l l  t imes?  
A. I was around him. I mean I wasn' ' t  s t e n d i n g  

Did you go on t h i s  h i l l  v:hile you were t h e r e ?  

r i g h t  n e x t  t o  him, but I ' m  i n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  s e c t i o n ,  
A s  l ong  a s  he was on t h e  r a d i o ,  i f  he g o t  a c a l l ,  I 
could r u n  r i g h t  t o  him. 

Q. You had t o  be p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  him.. 
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Q. vJhaVI 
A. Not me. I don't thin\c the company \-Ient back 

there actually. Do you mean the same villaGe? 

Q. No. 
A. As far as I know, they didn "t .' I, can't remember. 

Q. 
,forward 

command 
A. 

After you cleared the village and you moved 
to the east, did CPT Medina or anybody'from the 
group go back throuE\h the village for any reason? 

I don't remember. 

Q. Do you feel that there Vias any "get even" 
attitude or vengeance on the part of C Company when they 
went into this village? 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. Do you remember a man named r,lcdloe? 
. A.Huh-uh. 

Q. Do you remember lIIll 85? 
A. Hill 85? 

Q. Hill 85? 
A. I'lhe1'e \'1as that at? 

Q. It is rieht here (indicating on map y. 
(The witness examined the map .,) 

A. Oh, yes, that \'Ias -- I think that Vias an 
,all Korean outpost, if I am not mistaken., 

Q. Did you go on this hill while you were there? 
A. No. 

Q. Dj,d a man get wounded up there? 
A. If I am not mistalcen, he did. 

Q. Were you with CPT Medina at all times? 
L I was around him. I mean I wasn't standing 

right next to him, but I'm in headquarters section. 
As long as he was on the radiO, if he got a call, I 
could run right to him. 

Q. You had to be pretty close to him.' 
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A. Well., w i t h i n  ca l1 iEg dl.str-nce. H e  was a 

Q. Did you see a number, or could you g i v e  me 

A. No. 

Q. Would you say t h a t  t h e r e  was a s u b s t a n t i a l  

A. ~ I J u s t  c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. But t h e y  d i d  come through? They. were ques t ioned  

A. There were some ques t ioned  - -  I lcnorr t h a t  - -  

s h o r t  man but  he can walk f e s t .  

t h e  approxi mate number of wallcine; Vietnamese t h a t  canle 
through t h e  command group and v e n t  t o  t h e  r e a r ?  

number? 

i 
and t h e y  went t o  t h e  r e a r ?  

bu t  hovt many I c a n ' t  t e l l  you fo r  s u r e .  1 c o u l d n ' t  
even g u e s s .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any th ing  abnormal about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  
A. J u s t  a n  o p e r a t i o n ,  an o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. 
i ,- ~ . ~. . .  

Nothing  unusual about  i t  frooi any o t h e r  
o p e r a t i o n ?  I 

A. N O .  I 
Q. 

A. Every time we ,come t o  a v i l l a g e  we would alriays 

And t h e  Vietnamese moved through t h e  area l i k e  
t h i s  on a l l .  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

q u e s t i o n  t h e  people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s ,  
s t a n d a r d  procedure .  

Q. And t h e n  t h e y  would move t o  t h e  r e a r ?  
A. O r  e l s e  t h e y . a o u l d  s t a y  r i g h t  in t h e  v i l l a g e ,  

Q. Did you ever' see t h e  b r igade  commander o u t  

one of  t h e  two. 

t he re ,  COL Henderson? 
., A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Did you know COL Henderson? 
A. N 3 t  p e r s o n a l l y ,  no.  

Q. Look a t  t h i s  s k e t c h .  T h i s  s k e t c h  was made by 
one of t h e  squad l e a d e r s .  Now, unGerstand t h i s  i s  a 
s k e t c h .  It i s  n o t  t o  s c a l e .  
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L Well, within calling distance. Be 
sho~'t man but he can walk fest. 

Q. Did you see a number, or could you gIve me 
the approx:imnte number of ~Ia lkinr; Vietnamese that carne 
throur;h the command group and "lent to the rear? 

A. No. 

Q. 
number? 

A. 

Would you say that there 

I just can' tremember. 

\lias a substantial 

I 
Q. But they did come through? They, were questioned 

and they went to the rear? 
A. There \'Jere some questioned 

but ho\'l many I can't tell you for sure. 
even guess. 

I lmow that 
I couldn't 

Q. Was there anything abnormal about thie' operation? 
L Just an operation, an operation. 

Q. Nothing 
oper-ation? 

A. No. 

unusua 1 a bout it from 
, 
I an,)," other 

I 
--

Q. 
this on 

A. 
question 
standard 

And the Vietnamese moved through the area like 
all operations? 

Every time ~Ie _corne to a village we would ahlBys_ 
the people in the village, and stuff like this, 
procedure. 

Q. And then they would move to the rear? 
A. Or else they \'!ould stay right in the village, 

one of the two. 

Q. Did you ever see the brigade commander out 
there, COL Henderson? 

A. I don't remember. 

Q. 
A. 

Did you know COL Henderson? 
Not personally, no. 

Q. Look at this sketch. 
one of the squad leaders. NOW, 
sketch. It is not to scale. 

This sketch was made by 
un~erstand this is a 
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Q. But  [yxieral.I.y t h i s  1.s I-ly Lai  (4). ri.ght i n  

h e r e  (ir!dJ.ccitj.ng on s k e t c h ) .  The l a n d j  ng zone was 
ove r  h e r e  - -  t h i s  w8.s n o r t h  - -  which would put i t  t o  
t h e  nes t ,  anti t h c  28 P la toon  and 1st Pla toon  'on - l i n e  
moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  1st P la toon  on: the  
o t h e r  s i d e .  There were some more h u t s  up I n  t h i s  
d i r e c t i o n ,  unnamed. The 2ti Pla toon  moved n o r t h .  The  
p e r i m e t e r  was e s t a b l i s h e d  up J.n this a r e a  a t  n i g h t .  
13 Company moved of f '  i n  t h e  morning t o  the  c o a s t .  
C Company moves s o u t h .  

time o r  o t h c r  coming through hem a s  a group? 
Do you remember some 30 c i v i l . i a n s  a t  some 

A. Do you mean d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  
. ,  

Q. Yes. 
A. T h i s  i s  where we approximate ly  s t a y e d ,  about  

.. r i g h t .  i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t . i n g  on s k e t c h ) ,  -arid.- t h e  pla.t.oons , 
. .  moved up. 

Q. Do you remember a di . tch on t h i . s ~  s t d e  of t h e ' ,  

A. No. When we moved o u t ,  I s t a y e  ou t  -- . ' :, d v i l l a g e ?  

t h i s  i s  where I worked, r i g h t  a long  i n  here ( ind ica . t i ng  
on s k e t c h ) .  

. Q. On t h e  s o u t h  s i d e ?  
A. More o r  l e s s .  We went i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a l i t t l e  

b i t  and came back ou t  and s t ayed  a long  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
on s k e t c h ) .  

s i t  down i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  
Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  You d i d n ' t  see two h e l i c o p t e r s  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  see any choppers l a n d .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  road which r a n  east-west  
generally f rom Ny L a i  (1) back t o  t h e  C i t a d e l ,  J u s t  
sou th  of My L a i  ( ) I ) ?  . D o  you remember t h a t  r o a d ?  

A. No; I d o n ' t .  

Q. I t  must have been a p r e t t y  good r o a d .  ' I  

0 

t h i n k  i t  was s o r t  of a b u i l t - u p  r o a d ,  you know,: above 
the  t e r r a i n .  
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A. Dh-huh. 

Q. But generally this is l·ly Lal (4). right. in 
here (indicating on sketch). ~'he landjng zone ~Ias . 
over here - - th~.s \'las north - - Ivhich would put it to 
the west, and t.he 2d Platoon and 1st Platoon online 
moved through the village, the 1st Platoon on the 
other side. 'l'he)'e \'Iere some more huts up in this 
dil'ection, unnc:med. The 2d Platoon moved north. The 
perimeter \'las established up in this area at nieht. 
B Company moved off in the morning to the coast. 
C Company moves south. 

time or 
A. 

Do you remember some 30 civilians at 
other coming through hel'e as a group? 

Do you mean during the operation? 

Q. Yes. 

some 

A. This is where vie approx.i.mately st.ayed, about 
.. right in here (indicatine on sketch), and the platoons. 
moved up. . 

Q. 
village? 

Do you remember a ditch on this side of the 

A. No. When Ive moved out, I stayed out --
this is vlhere 
on sketch). 

I lvorked, rieht along in here (indicating 

. Q. On the south side? 
A. More or less. We \vent in the village a little 

bit and came back out. and stayed along in here (indicating 
on sketch). 

Q. 
sit down 

A. 

That's 
in this 

No. I 

right. 
area? 
didn't 

You didn't see t\'lO helicopters 

see any choppers land. 

Q. Do you remember the road which ran east-\vest 
generally from ~ly Lal (1) back to the Citadel, Just 
south of fljy Lai (II)? . Do you remember tha t road? 

• L No~ I don't . 

Q. It must have been a pretty good road. . I 
think it \'las sort of a built-up road, you knO\'l, above 
the terrain. 
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A. O f  cov r sc  a road over  t h e r e ,  i t  depend, 

Q. Well, 1 mean by t h a t  it i s  not  a t r a i l  1 j . k  
one o f  t h e s e  0 ther . s .  

A. Uh-.hUh . 
Q. YOU d o n ' t  remember c r o s s i n g  t h a t  road?  "* 
A. We had t o  c r o s s  t h e r e  - -  I la-10~ t h a t .  .-L t o  

get down here ,  b u t  I myself donr$: remember golng  a c r o s s  
i t .  

Q. The v i l l a g e  i s  r i g h t  t he re?  
A. Yes, r i g h t  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember going  - -  

I know we had t o  c ros s  i t  but  I d o n ' t  remember c r o s s i n g  
i t .  It t a k e s  about  f i v e  seconds t o  cross  a r o a d .  

ev idence ,  o r d e r s  O T  any th ing  f r o m  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  
Q. Do you have any photographs o r  documentary 

A. Huh- LIh . 
Q. Did you h e a r  thn t  LT C a l l e y  had rourid.ed up a 

A. N O .  
. .  gr  qup of c I v  il i a ns  and ma chine - gunned them? 

Q. You d i d n ' t  h e a r  thei;? Were a l l  of t h e  CTOs 

A. As f a r  a s  1: can remember, t h e y  were. 

&. Normally t h e y  were, weren ' t  t hey?  
A. R i g h t .  

Q. And none o f  them f i r e d  the i r  weapon? 
A. As f a r  a.s I can remember. 

Q. Did you e v e r  knor! a man named Gruver? 
A. The name sounds f a m i l i a r .  That i s  about  a11 

Q. Sometimes r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Groovie'l G r u v e r .  
A. What i s  h i s  f irst  name? 

t h a t  were w i t h  t h e  comsiand group a l l  t o g e t h e r  a l l  
t h e  t ime? 

I can say  t o  i t .  
11 

II Q. Sergeant  La Crojx r e f e r r e d  t o  him a s  GroovJe" 
Gruver.  I had h i s  name somewhere - -  Char l e s  1). He Was 
awardcd t h e  Combat Infantryman Badge an t h e  same o r d e r s  
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A. Of course a road over there, :j. t depends. 

Q. '.-Iell, I mean by that H is not a trail 
of these othel's. 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q, 
A. 

down 

you don't remember crossin~ that road? 
We had to cross there -- I krlO~1 that.-'- to 

here, but I myse lf don r t~ remember gOing across 

Q. The village is right there? 
A. Yes, right there. I don r t remember going --

I knOI'i we had to cro~JS it but I don't remember eros sing 
it. It takes about five seconds to crOss a road. 

Q. 
evidence, 

A. 

Q. 
., group of 

A. 

Do you have any photographs or documentary 
orders 01" anything from this operation? 
H~-~. . 

Did you hear that LT Calley held rounded up a 
c:lvJ.lJans and machine-glUmed them? 
No. 

Q. You didn't hear that1 "rere all of ,the HTOs 
that were with the command group all together all 
the time? 

A. As far as I can remember, they were. 

~ Normally they were, weren't they? 
A. Right. 

Q. And none of them fired their \'Ieapon? 
A. As far a-s I can remember. 

Q. Did you ever knov! a man named Gruver? 
A. The name sounds familiar. That is about all 

I can say to it. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
Gruver. 
awarded 

Sometimes referred to as "Groovie" Gruver. 
What is his first name? 

Sergeant La Croix referred to him as "Groov]e" 
I had his name some~iliere -- Charles D. He was 

the Combat Infantryman Badge an t.he same orders 
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t h a t  vou l iere.  " 
A. Sounds l i k e  somebody I know, bu t  I c a n ' t  p l a c  

Q. W%en d i d  you go 011 R&R? 
A. The end o f  June ,  richt arovmd t h e  end o f  

Q. Did you Icnov a SGT Cowan -- C-0-W-A-N?  
A. I know who he was but  I c a n ' t  remember what 

Q. I s a i a h  Cown. SGT' Cacon? 
A. SGT h c o n ,  i f  he i s  t h e  one I am t h i n k i n g , o f ,  I 

Q. He was a col.ored man? 
A. Yes. . .  

Q.' 
A. Not t h a t  I can remcmber. 

Q. SCi'J' M i  t che 1. :L? 
A. He was an E-6,  wasn ' t  he? 

Q. I t h i n k  he was. 
A. I know Who he i s  but  - -  
Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  David M i t c h e l l  -- d i d  you see  

A. N 3 t  d u r i n g  t h e  day .  I don' ' t  know i f  he was 

him. 
*; 

J u n e ,  22d t o  the  29th. 

h e  loolted Like.  I 

. .  
know him. 

d 

! 
Did you see  him on  this o p e r a t i o n ?  

I 
. I  

him duidng t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

i n  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  a t  a l l  even. 

Q. Did you Itnor! a man named OLsen? 
A. Right .  

Q. Was h e  e v e r  an  RTO? 
A. Yes, t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of h i s  time over  t h e r e .  

Q. During t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was he a n  RTO? 
A. Not h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

0. Pla toon?  A. I d o n ' t  know. He t o o k  my j o b  ovcr when I was , 
l e a v i n g  Vietnam. 
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that you \Vcrc. 

A. Sounds like somebody I know J but I can't 
him. 

Q. 
A. 

June, 22d 

Q. 
A. 

he looked 

Q. 

When did you go on R&R? 
The end of June, ric;ht around the end of 
to the 29th. 

Did you know a SGT Cowan -- C-O-W-A-N? 
I know "Iho he was but I can't remember vlhat 
like. 

Isaiah COI'in. SG~' Dacon? 
A. 

knol'l hIm. 
SG'l' Bacon, if he Is the one I am thinking ,of, I 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

He was a colored man? 
Yes. 

Did you see hIm on this operation1 
Not that I CEm remember. . i 
sorr l~it ehe 11 ? 
He was an E-6, wasn't he? 

I think he waR, 
I kIlo\'1 who he is but 

• 

Q. (Interposing) David Mitchell -- did you see 
him du~ing this operation? 

A. Not during the day. I don "t know if he was 
in that operation at all even. 

Q. Did you know a man named Olsen? 
A. Right. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

leaving 

Was he ever an RTO? 
Yes, the last part of his time over there. 

During this operation was he an RTO? 
Not headquarters. 

Platoon? 
I don' t Imo\~. He took my Job over vlhen I 

Vietnam. .. . 
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Q. When d.fd he t a k e  your  j o b ?  
A. Excuse me, I c o r r e c t  myself on t h a t . :  I f e  ,@, 

we needed an RTO,  s o  t h e y  piclccd him f o r  it, and f: fhl. 
t h a t  was r i g h t  rrrouiid, l e t ' s  s e e ,  a f t e r  I got'back f p o  
t h e  h o s p i t a l .  After I got  back 3.n t h e  o f f i c e  I . th ink  
came i n t o  the  headquar t e r s  s e c t i o n .  I was i n  t h e  
h o s p f t a l  for t h r e e  weeks. 

Q. For what? 
A. Malaria. 

Q. Did you hea r  t h a t  t h e  Kat ionnl  P o l l c e  executed 
tW0 vc SlJ.SpeCtS? 

. ' .  

. A. No. 

. .  
Q. Do you knoiv a SG1' Lopez? 
A. Righ t .  ., .,: . 

Q. 
- -T+m n o t '  su.re i f  he was t h e r e  o r  n o t  t h a t  

&. Did you s e e  him i n  t h e  town, the u i l l a g e ? "  
A. No. 

Q. Well, d i d  you cons ide r  t h i s  a "hot" LZ? 

Did you s e e  him .. on - t ,his~~opei?at ; ion? 
.'. . . .  

1;' 

..A. I ' d  s ay  yes  on t h a t .  I heard  some f i r i n e ; .  

' Q. Somebody was shoot ing?  

I hea rd  some w h i s t l i n g .  Somebody was shoot ing; :  I know t h a t .  

A. Somebody was shoo t ing .  I d o n ' t  know who. i t  was. 

Q. Did you know SGT Buchanon? 
A. t h a t  I s  t h a t ?  

Q. B-U-C-11-A-N-0-N. 
A. Buchanon? 

Q. Yes. 
A. No, I c a n ' t  p l a c e  him. 

Q. Did you eve r  know a man named G-R-2-E-S-I-K, 
Grzes ik ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

A. Roy Grzesik? 

&u;" 
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Q. When cU.d he talce yom' job? 
A. Excuse me, I correct myself on that.: H9 .. 

\~e needed an m~o, so they pi cleed him for it,. and I 
that via:; right around, let's see, after I got back 
the hospital. After 1 got back in the office 1 think 
came into the headquarters section. I was in the 
hospital for three weeks. 

Q. For what? 
A. Malaria. 

~ Did you llear that the National Police executed 
two VC suspects? 

A. No. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
.. ··A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
.. A. 

I heard 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
Grzesik, 

A. 

Q. 

Do you kno;; a SG'!' Lopez? 
Right. 

Did you see him on thispperation? 
·-r'm not sure Ifhe·was there or not that 

Did you see him in the town, the vil18ge?' 
No. 

Vlell, did you consider this a "h'ot" LZ? 
I'd say yes on that. 1 heard some firing. 

some whistling. Somebody was shooting; I know that. 

Somebody was shooting? 
Somebody \,as shooting. I don r.t know V1ho it was. 

Did you knO\'i SGT Buchanon? 
vihat's that? 

B-U-C-H-A-N-O-N. 
Buchanon? 

Yes. 
No, I can't 'place him. 

Did you ever knOl'1 a man named G-R-Z-E-S-I-K, 
or something like that. 

Roy Grzesik? 

Yes. 
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A., R i g h t .  . a .  

Q. Roy Grzes:i!c, something l i k e  t h a t .  That r i n @  
n bell. What ~ 2 s  h i s  .lob? 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

August. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

I 

j o b  was? 

I could.nl t  te l l .  you f o r  s u r e .  c 
. ,  

, .  Was he i n  t h e  command group? '., 
No. He W B S  latex,  on,  around September oP": 

Ronald D .  

I ,  
. .. 

A 

Uh-huh. Grzesilc i t  i s  pronounced.. . .  
1 

You d o n ' t  l:no:.i vha t  h i s  MOS was o r  what h i s  

No. 

 was^ he c7 medic? 
No, I Inu:i he w a s n ' t  a medic. r 

I 
I Q. Me \ !as not  a medic? I 

A. Becavse he belonged t o  our  conipany. 

Q. Well, d-i.dn't your company have i n ' i t  p l a t o o n  

A. We had medics fox- each p l a t o o n  -- t h a t  was a l l  -- 
and conipnny medics? 

and had one f o r  headquar t e r s  s e c t i o n .  

t h e  m a t t e r s  we have d i scussed?  
Q. Do you.have any f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  concern ing  .. 

A. No. 

Q. Any f u r t h e r  s t a t emen t s  t o  make r ega rd ing  t h e  

A. No, 

Q. M r .  Murray, t h i , s  i s  an o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

s u b j e c t  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

. .  . .  It i s  p r i v i l e g e d  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  my r e p o r t  w i ~ l l  be ' ~ ' . - '  

made t o  t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  of  t h e  Army f o r  such use a s  
, .he deems a p p r o p r i . a t e .  You a r e  r e q u e s t e d  n a t   to , d i s c u s s  

t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  and answers covered 
d u r i n g  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  except  a s  you o the rwise  may have 
a r i g h t  t o  do so  i n  accordance wi th  law. 
t o  keeD t h i . s  thl.ne: Dretty c l o s e  u n t i l  we g e t .  t h e  i n v e s t i g a -  

< 

, .  

We a r e  t r y i n g  * 
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Right. , . 

Roy Grzes:Uc, something like that. 'rhat rings 
VJhat wets his job? 

I couldn't tell you for sure. • 

Was he in the command group?" 
No. He \'18S later on, around September o~",. 

, 
',' . 

Ronald D. 
Uh-huh. Grzesik it is pronounced .. 

You don't know what his MOS was or what his 
" ,~ 

No. 

vIas he a medic? 
No, I 1m 0:1 he wasn't a medic. 

He \'las not a medic? 
Because he belonged to our company. 

u ~ Well, didn't your company have in'it platoon 
25 and company medics? 
U L We had medics for each platoon -- that was all 
v and had one for headquarters section. 
28 
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~ Do you have any further information concerning­
the matters we have discussed? 

A. No. 

Q. 
subject 

A. 

Any further statements to make regarding the 
under investigation? 

No. 

Q. Mr. Murray, this is an official investigation. 
It is privileged in the sense that my report will be 
made to the Chief of Staff of the Army for such use as 

.he deems appropriate. You are requested nat to discuss 
this investigation or the questions and answers covered 
during this interview except as YOlt otherwise may have 
a right to do so in accordance with law. We are trying 
to keep this thing pretty close until we get.the investiga-

tion settled. OFF1CIAL US):" (, FOR· . L-" 
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I s  this going  t o  come t o  a c o u r t  

A what? 
A c o u r t  m a t t e r ,  will this he coming t o  a c o u r t  8 

.o:. 1 , , I . . '  

Q. Well, we c a n l t  s ay  now. It v.!onl,t from p,@. ' We 
d o n ' t  i n v e s t i g a t e  criiliirial a c t i o n s .  T h i s  ; i s  up t'o the.. 
Provos t  Marshal .  If anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t  occu'rs, i t  will. ':. 

have t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  by t h e  crflnirial  people .  We Gee 
no reason a t  t h i s  time f o r  i t  t o  be turned  over  to.: the  
cri.niina1 i n v e s t i g a t i o u  peop le ,  o r  it; Mould have bekn 
before  I came u p  here .  Well, I a p p r e c i a t e  your oom$ng 
over .  ..a ~. 

- 
. .I 

i 
i '. s r i tness  was excused.  ) 

(The foregoine; tcstiniony of Wr. Roger D. Murray 
t a k e n  S t e n o ~ r a g h i c a l 1 . y  and t r a n s c r i b c d  by Robert  I: 
Eienderson, Shorthand R e p o r t e r ,  O f f i c e  of The I n s p e c t o r  
General ,  Headquar te rs ,  Department of t h e  Army. ) L 
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A. Is this going to come to a court matter? 

Q. 
A. 

matter? 

A what? 
A court matter, \,1111 this be coming to a 

I ." Q. vlell, we can't say now. It \'Ion ',t from 11.13. We 
don't invest1.gate criminal actions. This is up to the 
Provost I'iarshal. If anything like that occurs, it vlill 
have to be investigated by the criminal people. \fe see 
no reason at thj,s time for it to be turned over to" the 
criminal investie;atioll people, or it \'iOuld have be"en 
before I came up here. Well, I appreciate your comihg . . 
over. 

I 
I " .. " 

..... 

-{The witness ~as excused.} 

('I'he foregoing tcstimony of t·lr. Roc;er D. Murray .. i:IIii&.'. 
takcn §tenocraphically and transcribed by Robert r: 
Henderson, Shorthand Reporter, Office of The Inspe6tor 
Genera l, lieadqUH!·ters, Department of the Army.) " 
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