
OTlb FOW ! JAN 5 8 . 2 5  
I 

1 
. 2  

4 

6 
7 
6 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
10 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

30 
31 
.32 
33 
54 
35 
36 
37 
90 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

29 

- 
- - .  ..... 

: I  , 

I 
3 :  

5 '  

, 

, .  

, 

Testimony of M r .  Andress Delgado, 
708 Hardin S t r e e t ,  Uvalde, Texas, 
taken a t  Cont inental  Motor Hotel, 
Uvalde ,  Texas, a t  1705 t o  1815 hours 
on 10 J u l y  1969, by COL William V. 
Wilson, IG. 

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerns t h e  a$leged des t ruc-  
i 

.Q. 
t i o n  of a v i l l a g e  i n  South Vietnam nicknamed P i n k v i l l e ,  
which was approximately f i v e  o r  s i x  miles nb r th  of Quang 
Ngai Ci ty .  The inc iden t  a l l e g e d l y  occurred i n  March of 
1968 during the  time Conpany C, 1./20Gh In fan t ry ,  Task 
Force Barker conducted sea.rch and destroy ope ra t ions  on 
t h e  Batangan Peninsula.  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  o f f i c i a l  
and i s  being made a t  t he  d i r e c t i o n  of t he  Chief of S t a f f  
of t h e  Army. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  p r iv i l eged  i n  t h e  sense 
t h a t  t he  r e p o r t  will be.made t o  t h e  Chief of , S t a f f .  The 
substance of t h i s  r epor t  and t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  should not  
be discussed v i t h  others. It w i l l  c a r r y  a CONFIDENTIAL 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  The purpose of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  t o  
determine t h e  f a c t s  ' r e l a t i v e  t o  t h i s  inc iden t .  I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  get as much f a c t u a l  information as I can, 

I'd l i k e  t o  p l ace  you under oa th .  
pl 'ease s tand  and r a i s e  your r igh t  hand? 

-(The witness  was sworn. ) 

W i l l  you 

. Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name. 
A. Andress Delgado. 

Q. What was your s e r i a l  number? 
A. US 67 138 017. 

Q. Your occupation? 
A. Right now? 

Q. Yes. 
A, 

Q. Home address? 
A. 708 Hardin S t r e e t .  

I ' m  going t o  s t a r t  working wi th  Blume System, 
t r e e  se rv i c ing .  
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Testimony of Mr. Andress Delgado, 
, Uvalde, Texas, 

taken at Continental Motor Hotel, 
Uvalde, Texas, at 1705 to 1815 hours 
on 10 July 1969, by COL Hilliam V. 
Wilson, IG. 

i 
Q. This investigation concerns the aileged dcstruc-

, tion of a village in South Vietnam nicknamed Pinkville, 
which l1as approximately flve 01' six miles north of Quang 
Ngai City. The incident allegedly occurred in r~arch of 
1968 during the time Company C, J/20th Infantry, Task 
Force Barker conducted search and destroy operations on 
the Batangan Peninsula. The investigation is official 
and is being made at the direction of the Chief of Staff 
of the Army. The investigation is privileged in the sense 
that the report '~ill be 'made to the Chief of' Staff. The 
substance of this report and this investigation should not 
be discussed "1ith others. It will carry a CONFIDENTIAL 
classification. The purpose of the investigation is to 
determine the facts' 'relative to this incident. 11m trying 
to get as much factual information as I can. 

24 I I d like to place you under oath. Will you 
25 please stand and raise your right hand? 
26 
27 
26 
29 
30 
31 
,32 
33 
34 
3 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

tree 

A. 

,(The witness ,~as sworn.)­

Please state your full name. 
Andress Delga_do. 

Q. "That was your serial number? 
A. US 67 138 017. 

, Q. Your occupation? 
A. Right now? 

Q. Yes. 
A. 11m going to start working with Blume System, 
servicing. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

Home address? 
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A. Uvalde, Texas. 

Q. 

A. Grenadier. 

Q. You were a grenadier?  
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I n  which platoon? 
A. 2d Platoon. 

What was your duty assignment i n  hlarch 1968 
a t  t hc  time t h i s  ope ra t ion  took place? 

Q. Which squad? 
A. 3d Squad. 

Q. 

Q. And your squad leader?  
.A. La Croix-Sergeant La Croix'. 

Q. Would you t e l l .  me, t o  the  b e s t  of your memory, 
what you remember about t h i s  operat ion? 
concerned wi th  t h e  first day. 'You remember it was a 

f l u s h  ou t  the--a couple of VC, 'cause t h e  a r t i l l e r y  had 
been poundlng t h e  v i l l a g e  for--say an  hour p r i o r  t o  t h e  
.ass au 1 t . 

! 
Who was your platoon leader?  

A* Brooks. 

And I ' m  p r i m a r i l y  

combat a s s a u l t  opera t ion .  I 
A. Well, vie got  CA t he re ;  svept  through the  v i l l a g e ,  

. .  

Q. Do you remember what time you landed? 
A. Around e i g h t  o 'c lock ,  morning time. 

Q. 
h e l i c o p t e r ?  
of t h e  doors? 

A. Well, I: was--1 c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  . 

Do you remember where you were loca ted  in t h e  
Were you on t h e  i n s i d e  o r  were you i n  one 

Q. 
A. Yes, s i r .  , 

Q. 

Q. Was t h e r e  ammunition a v a i l a b l e  for t h a t  weapon? 

Were you in t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  w i th  Sergeant La Croix? 

What weapon were you armed with? 
A- 79--M-79. 
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A. Uvalde, Texas. 

Q. \~hat \tas your duty assignment in t'larch 1968 
at the time this operation took place? 

.A. Grenadier. 

Q. You \'Iere a grenadier? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q; In which platoon? 
A. 2d Platoon. 

Q. Which squad? 
A. 3d Squad. 

Q. Who \'las your platoon leader? 
A. Brooks. 

Q. And your squad leader? 
A. La Croix--Sergeant La Croix. 

Q. Would you tell me, to the best of your memory, 
what you remember about this operation? And I'm pr:\'marily 
concerned \tith the first day. . You remember it \'las a 
combat assuult operation. . I 

A. Well, \'Te got CA there; S\'lept through the village, 
. flush out the--a couple of VC, 'cause the artillery had 
been poundlne; the villae;e for--say an hour prior to the 
assa1.1lt . 

Q. Do you remember ,-,hat time you landed? 
A. Around eight o'clock, morning time. 

Q. Do you remember~,here you ~,ere located in the 
helicopter? Were you on the inside or were you in one 
of the doors? 

A. Well, I was--I can't recall. 

Q. Were you in the helicopter ,~ith Sergeant La Croix? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What ,,[eapon were you armed "lith? 
A. 79--N-79. 

Q. Was there ammunition available for that weapon? 

, 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
coinmander t h e  day before  t h a t  ope rat ion? 

A. Well, yes,  s o r t  o f .  

Q. Who was the  company commander? 
A. Medina. 

Q. What d i d  he say i n  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  
A. Well, he said we were going t o  make a combat 

There was a suspected regiment, NVA,.in t h a t  

Do you remember the  name of t h e  v i l l a g e  you 

I th ink  i t  was known as My Lai--My Lai--My Lai (4). 

Do you remember a b r i e f i n g  by t h e  company 

a s s a u l t .  
a r e a ,  and i t  was going t o  be hard, but we had t o  do i t .  

Q. 

A. 
' Landed by? 

Q. 
A. Dot t i e .  

Was your p la toon  a t  Do t t i e  or Uptight? 

Q. 

A. No, si r .  

Q. 

A. 

Do you remember t h e  d i r e c t i o n  your h e l i c o p t e r  
was f a c i n g  when it landed? I 

Do you remember, when you got  ou t  of  t h e  door, 
Or 

I t h i n k  I was f a c i n g  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  more or less  

whichever door i t  uias--viere you f ac ing  the  v i l l a g e ?  
were you f ac ing  away from it? 

i n  between the  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and another  a r e a .  
'Cause when you g e t  out  t he re ,  when you ' r e  i n  a combat 
a s s a u l t ,  your chopper lands,  everybody spreads out  around 
t h e  chopper i n  a r i n g  shape. And a f t e r  t h a t  they s tar t  
moving toward t h e  ob jec t ive .  

Q. 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

How f a r  d id  your chopper land from the edge of 
- 

A. I would say  about 200 meters. 

Q. 

A. I don' t  remember, sir. 

Q. 

Do you remember whether o r  not t h e  door gunners 
were f i r i n g  p r i o r  t o  your landing? 

Did Captain Medina g ive  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
regarding the  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. . Do you remember a briefing by the 
commander the day before that operation? 

company 

A. 'l'lell, yes, sort of. 

Q. Who ,~as the company commander? 
A. Medina. 

Q. What did he say in that briefing? 
A. \'lell, he said l1e were going to make a combat 

assault. There \1aS a suspected regiment'~ NVA, in that 
area, and it "las going to be hard, but we had to do it. 

Q. Do you remember the name of the village you 
landed by? 

was 

A. I think it \-Ias known as MyLai--~1y Lai--My Lai 

Q. \'las your platoon at Dottie or Uptight? 
A. Dottie. 

Q. Do you remember the 
faclng when it landed? 
A.' No, sir. 

direction your helicopter 
/ 

, 
Q. . Do you remember, when you got out of the door, 

. whichever door it "Tas--were you facing the village? Or 
were you facing a\wy from it? 

A. I think I was facing (indicating) more or less 
in between the village (indicating) and another area. 
.ICause when you get out there, "Then you're in a combat 
assault, your chopper lands, everybody spreads out around 
the chopper in a ring shape. And after that they start 
moving toward the objective. 

Q. How far did your chopper land from the edge of 
the village? 

A. I would say about 200 meters. 

Q. Do you remember whether or not the door gunners 
were firing prior to your landing? 

A. I don't remember, sir. 
. 

(h). 

Q. Did 
regarding the 

Captain Medina give any specific instructions 
destruc~ion of the village? • 
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A. . Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q. 
a f t e r  Capta.in Medina b r i e f e d  you? 

A. Well, he j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  we might be i n  a tough 
f i g h t .  As t h e  s i t u a t i o n  warn, t h e r e  was an i n t e l l i g e n c e  
r e p o r t  t h a t  an NVA regiment was the re ,  and s? f o r t h .  

Q. Did Sergeant La Croix g ive  you any ladd i t iona l  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  a f t e r  Lieutenant  Brooks? 

A. . No, not  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. 
A. Yes, s i r .  

,Q. Did your squad move through the  v i l l a g e ?  
A. Yes, sir .  

Q. Do you remember what s e c t i o n  of the  , v i l l a g e  your 

A. No, s i r .  

Q, 
'zone from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

be--1 t h i n k  i t  would be e a s t .  

Did Lieutenant  Brooks b r i e f  you any f u r t h e r  

. .  

D i d  your p la toon  move through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

l ' ~  
squad moved through? / 

Do you remember the d i r c c t i o n  of the  landing 

- A. Well, we were moving toward t h e  sea .  That  would 

Q. - ". . ' '  A. ' 

sir. 

Q. 
were any 

A. 

Q. ~ 

. A. 

Q. 
A.. 

Q. 
A. 

time? 

You were moving e a s t ?  
I thinlc .ss .  I ' m  not--I'm not  p o s i t i v e  on t h a t ,  

A t  the  time t h a t  you got  out of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  

I th ink  a few of them were burning. 

Were any American t roops  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  

No, sir. We were t h e  first ones t o  lancl t h e r e .  

What do you suppose caused these  f i r e s ?  
Maybe a r t i l l e r y .  

Did you see /the impacting a r t i l l e r y  rounds? 
No, s i r .  

of t h e  hu t s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  burning? 
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A. ' Not that I recall, sir. 

Q. Did TJj.eutenant Brooks brief you any further 
after Captain Nedina briefed you? 

A. "lell, he Just said that \'Ie might be in a tough 
fight. As the s1 tuat10n WJ.S, there ~laS an intelligence 
report that an NVA reg:l.ment was there, and S?forth. 

I Q. D:l.d Sergeant La Cro:l.x give you anyiadditional 
instructions after I,ieutenant Brooks? 

A. No, not that I recall. 

Q. Did your platoon move through the village? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did your squad move through the 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you remember what sect:l.on of 
squad moved through? 

A. No, s:l.r. 

village? 

the t:l.llage 
I 

Q. Do you remember the direction of the landing 
zone from the v:l.llage? 

your 

A. \>lell, \~e were mov:l.ng to\'Jard the sea. That would 
be--I think it would be east. 

Q. You ~lere moving east? 
. A.' I thinlc's·e-. lim not~-I 1m not positive on that, 

sir. 

Q. At the time that you got out of the helicopter, 
were any of the huts in the village burning? 

A. I think a few of them were burning. 

Q. 
time? 

A . 

Q. 
A •. 

Q. 
A. 

Were any American troops in the village at that 

No, sir. We~lere the first ones to land there. 

What do you suppose caused these fires?· 
Maybe artillery. 

Did you see -the impacting artillery rounds? 
No, sir. 
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Q. j)id you s e e  any c r a t e r s  VJhe*,e t h e  rounds wou1.d 

A. Well, l i k e  Vieham i s  f u l l  of c r a t e r s ,  s i r .  It 
have f a l l e n ?  

maybc h i t  a month before ,  two .months before ,  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Do you have any 
phosphorous, WP, was used 
c e n t  ra t ion? 

A. No, sir. 

reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  white  
as  p a r t  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  con- 

Q. 
t h a t  were burning when you first saw the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Well, I saw smoke. This--maybe trio o r  t h r e e ,  
something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Did you see any of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  gun s h i p s  
f i r i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir. They cu t  down a couple of ( i n d i c a t l n g )  

c i r c l i n g  around, s i r .  

What i s  your e s - i m a t e  on t h e  number of hootches 

'Viet  Congs t h a t  were running o f f .  They were c i r c l i n g ,  sir-- 

Q. Did t h e i r  f i r e  appear  t o  bc accura te?  
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
A. Miniguns , rocke t s .  

Q. They brought down these  tViO VC? Y 

A. Yes, sir. I--we saw trio dead Viet  Cong l a t e r  

Q. 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did these  men appear  t o  have been k i l l e d  by 

A. Small arm. 

Q. Did you see  t h e  gun sh ips  f i re -anywhere  e l s e  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you s e e  any Nat ional  P o l i c e  or ARVN with 

Were they  f i r i n g  mlniguns or  14-16s? 

I 

a f t e r  we swept through. Weapons and every th ing  were t h e r e .  

Did you recover  t h e  weapons? 

rocke t s  or small  arms f i r e?  

bes ides  t h a t  one place? 

your  u n i t ?  
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Q. JJid you see any craters l'lh8.'e the rounds VlOuld 

have fallen? 
A. vlell, like Vietnam is full of craters, sir. It 

maybe hit a month beforc, tl'lO .months bcfore, something 
like that. 

Q. Do you have any reason to believe that white 
phosphorous, WP, was used as part of the artillery con­
centration? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. What is your estimate on the number of hootches 
that were burning when you first sal'l the village? 

A. Well, I saw smoke. This--maybc two or three, 
something like that. 

Q. Did you see any of the helicopter gu\,! ships 
firing? 

, A. Yes, sir. They cut down a couple of (indicating) 
Viet Congs that were running off. They were circling, sir-­
circling around, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q; 
A. 

after we 

, Q. 
A. 

Q. 
rockets 

A. 

Q. 
besides 

A. 

Did their fire appear to be accurate? 
Yes, sir. 

"lere they firing mini guns orl>1-16s? 
Mlnlguns, rockets. 

I They brought dOlm these tl'iO VC? v 

Yes, sir. I--I'le sal'l two dead Viet Cong later 
swept through. Weapons and everything 'l>lere there. 

Did you recover the weapons? 
Yes, sir. 

Did these' men appear to hav.e been killed by 
or small arms fire? 

Small arm. 

Did you see the gun ships fire anywhere else 
that one place? 

Not that I recall. 

Q. Did you see any National Police or ARVN with 
your unit? 
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A. No. 

Q. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. T h i s  was i n  t h e  Pinlcvil le complex? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Had you. p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  ope ra t ions  i n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  16th of March? 

Did you g e t  f a i r l y  cl.ose t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

Q. 
A. Yes, s i r .  

\ Q. When was that-? 
A. It would be around February. We got--once we 

go t  ou r  platoon--we g o t  pinned down by machine gun f i re ,  
automatic f i r e ,  mortars round. 

Did you ever  r ece ive  any f i r e  from t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

Q. Where was t h a t  f i r e  coming from? 
A. Pfnkv l l l e .  

Q.. 

A. Well, t h a t  would be--1 would say t h a t  would be 

NOW when we t a l k  of P i n k v i l l e ,  a r e  v;b t a l k i n g  
about My Lai (1) or My L a i  ( b ) ?  

MY L a i  ( 4 ) .  

Q. 
you landed? 

A. How fa r  was I fmm the-from t h e  what? 

Q. From t h e  sea; from t h e  ocean o r  South China Sea. 
A. I would say about s i x  kliclcs. 

Q. 

How fa r  do you th ink  you were from t h e  sea when 

You have a p r e t t y  good,memory on where you went 

Have you seen t h i s  map (handing map t o  wi tness )  

in. 

before? I t ' s  the  1:50,00.0, Quang Hgai shee t .  
A. (Examining map.) I th ink  I ' v e  seen i t .  before'. : 

. .. . . .~ . . .  Q. (To r e p o r t e r . )  Don't t a k e  t h i s  down; , .  - . .  
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A. No. 

Q. Had you participated in operations in this 
particular area prior to the 16th of March? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. This was in the Pinkville complex? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
village 

A. 

Did you get fairly 
prior to the 16th of 

Yes, sir. 

close to this particular 
f1arch? 

Q. Did you ever receive any fire from that village? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. \'Then was tha t? 
A. It would be around February. We got--once we 

got our platoon--\1e got pinned down by.machine gun fire, 
automa tic fire, mor,tars round. 

Q. \>Ihere \~as that fire coming from? 
A. Pinkville. 

I 
Q.. NO~T when ~Te talk 

about My JJai (1) or My Lai 
A. \'Tell', that would 

My Lai (4). 

of Pinkville, ar'e we talking 
(4)? 
be--I would say that \wuld be , 

Q. HO~I far do you think you were from the sea ~Ihen 
you landed? 

A. How far was I from the--from the ,'rhat? 

Q. From the sea; from the ocean or South China Sea. 
A. I would say about six klicks. 

Q. You have a pretty good. memory <?n where you "Tent 
in. 

Have you seen this map (handing map to witness) 
before? Itls the 1:5.0,.0.0.0, Quang Ngai sheet. 

A. (Examining map.) I think live seen it before. 

Q. (To reporter.) Donlt take this down .. 

FOR OFEICIAl USE ONLY 

(DELGADO) 

.: I 



. .  . .  
. ,  

i. .. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
PPI 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
30 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

... 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
f 

I . (Discussj-on of f  r eco rd .  ) 

I n  t h i s  February opera t ion ,  do you 'remember 

A. ' (Examining map.) No. 1 cou ldn ' t  say,  sir. 

Q. D i d  you lose  any men on t h a t  operat ion? 
A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Who? 
A. Well, we l o s t  two. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  names. 

Q. Do you know where t h e  o t h e r  squads , i n  your 

A. That would be when we g o t  pinned down? 

t h e  l o c a t i o n  of your pl.atoon when it was pinned down?-- 
from t h a t  map. . .  

I 
pla toon  were loca ted  w i t h  re ference  t0 your Squad? Were 
they on t h e  r i g h t ' o r  l e f t ?  

Q. No, no. This  would be on t h e  16th of March 
opera t ion .  

l i n e  ( ind ica t ing ) - - the  whole company. 
A. Well, we were--I c a n ' t  s a y  lcau.sc we were on 

I 
Q. HOW was t h i s  l i n e  formed? 4 
A. Well, j u s t  ( i n d i c a t l n g ) - - I ' d  say maibo f i v e  

meters between each man, a l l  t h e  way down, sweeping throvgh 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Mas it  formed before  you ,rent i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. On t h e  landing zone? 
A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Do you remember an  abutment o r  a d i t ch ,  o r  some- 
th ing ,  t h a t  t h a t  l i n e  was formed on? 
h e l i c o p t e r  and moved toward the v i l l a g e ,  do you remember 
s topping on some so r t  of t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e ?  

A. Not a t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e ,  but I &member s topping  
so everybody would g e t  on p lace .  

Did  you s e e  Captain Medina i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

When you l e f t  t h e  

Q. 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know PFC Esequie l  Torres? 
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, . (Discussion off record.) 

In thj.s}?ebruary operation. do you remember 
the location of your platoon when it "las pinned down?-­
from that map. 

A .. (Examining map.) No. I couldn't say, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

Did you lose any men on that operation? 
Yes, sir. 

~ W~? , 
A. \'lell, we lost two. I can 't recall their names. 

I Q. Do you know \1here the other squads ,in your 
platoon were located with reference to your aquild? \,Iere 
they on the right or left? 

A. That '\'lOuld be when we got pinned down? 

Q. No, no. This would be on the 16th of Harch 
operation. 

A. vlell, "Ie were--I can I t say i cause \1e were on 
line (indicating)--the 'l'/hole company. I ' 

Q. HO\,l was this line formed? 
A. ;"lell, just (indicating)--I'd say maybe five 

meters bet\1een each man, all the way d01'1n, s\,leeping through 
the village. 

Q. \olas it formed before yoti "lent into the village? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. On the landing zone? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you remember an abutment or a ditch, or some-
thing, that that line was formed on? \~hen you left the 
helicopter and moved toward the village, do you remember 
stopping on some sort of terrain reature; 

A. Not a terrain feature, but I remember stopping 
so everybody "Iould get on place. 

Q. Did you see Captain Medina in the village? 
A. No, sir. 

Q.Do you know PFC Esequiel Torres? 
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A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

. Q* 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

~ e s ,  s i r .  

D i d  you see  him on t h i s  operat ion? 
A f t e r  we swept through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Af t e r  you swept through the  v i l l a g e .  
Yes, sir. We took a break and I saw him then .  

Was he i n  your squad? 
No, sir. 

Was he vrith your p l a toon?  
Yes, sir. . .  

But he wasn't  with your squad. 
No, sir. 

D i d  you h e a r  any explosions i n  the  v i l l age?  
Yes, s i r .  

What type of explosions d i d  they seem t o  be? 
Grenade. 

Q. Above-ground o r  below-ground? 
A. I couldn ' t  say,  sir. 

Q. Were you rece iv ing  any f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e  

A. I th ink  wc were r ece iv ing  s n i p e r  f i r e .  I ' m  n o t  
p o s i t i v e  on t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q. When your platoon moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  was it 
f i r i n g ?  

A. When our--our platoon moved-- 

Q. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. D i d  t h e r e  appear t o  be any targets  t o  f i r e  a t ?  
A. Maybe recon by f i r e .  

Q. Reconnaissance by f i r e ?  
A. (Nodding a f f i r m a t i v e l y .  ) 

when you l e f t  t h e  he l i cop te r?  I 

When you moved up ( i n d i c a t i n g )  through t h a t ,  
l i n e ,  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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A. .lCS, sir. 

Q. Did you sec him on this operation? 
A. After \,10 S\1Cpt through the village. 

Q. After you swept through the village. 
A. Yes, sir. We toole a break and I Sa\1 him then. 

~ Was he inyoor s~ad? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Was he \,Ii th your platoon? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But he wasn't \,Ii th your squa'd. 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you.hear any explosions in the village? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What type of explosions did they seem to be? 
A. Grenade. 

Q. Above-ground or below-ground? 
A. . I couldn't say, sir. 

Q. 
'1hen you 

A. 
positive 

vlere you receiving any fire from 
left the helicopter? 

I thinle "'0 were receiving sniper 
on that, sir. 

the village 
/' fire. I'm not 

Q. 
firing? 

When your platoon moved into the village, "las it. 

A. When our--our platoon moved--

Q. When you moved up (indicating) through that, . 
line, through the village. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did there appear to be any targets to fire at? 
A. Maybe recon by fire. 

Q. Reconnaissance by fire? 
A. (Nodding affirmatively.) 

. . 
. . 
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Q. As you ormed t h i s  ' lJ .ne,  and as y( looked t o  

A. ' Me could see bhe h u t s .  

t h e  v i l l a g e ,  could you see t h e  h u t s ?  O r  was t h e r e  
v e g e t a t i o n  t h e r e ?  

' Q. Was t h e r e  v e g e t a t i o n  a l s o ?  
A. I ' m  not s u r e  on t h i s ,  s i r .  

Q. 

A. Four o r  f i v e .  

From'your p o s i t i o n ,  as you formcd t h i s  l i n e ,  
about  how many h u t s  could you see? 

. .  . . .  
i : I  

I )  Q. During t h e  t ime  you swept t he  v i l l a g e ,  were you 

paddies?  ', 2 

A. I was sometimes i n  t h e  r i c e  pa.ddies. 1 . 

$ .  
alviays i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Or were you e v c r  o v e r  i n  t h e  r i c e  

i .  

b .. 

Q. 

4. No. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  see anybody i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  f i r i n g  

A. Well, what would you mean by i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y " ?  

Did you observe  any personnel--US personnel--  
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  f i r i n g  on c i v i l i a n s ?  

I1 
on a c i v i l i a n  o r  a VC? 

I .  

Q. On t h e  b a s i s  of a type  of execut ion,  f i r i n g  f o r  ... 

A. No. 

Q. 

A. I t h i n k  we had some s u s p e c t s .  

I 
no reason. 

D i d  your  squad d e t a i n  any suspec ted  VC or  any 
i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

Q. Males? 
A. Males and females;  bo th  of them. 

Q. How many? 
A. Maybe f i v e .  

Q. What happened t o  them? 
A. They were t aken  t o  t h e  CP a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. Company o r  p la toon?  
A. Company. 

FOR OFFICIAL'USE ONLY ! .  l: I 
. .  

. .  

. . . . . . .  !P- 
I j  

968' ' (DELGACO) . .  

,' 
. ......................... _..-__ .- ................. ................. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 

. ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  , .  
* 

a .  

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

\0 
\1 
12 
13 
14 
15 
\6 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

~UK0i'dl;lAL USE ONLY 
Q, As you ormed thls l:l,ne. and as y, looked to 

the village, could you see the huts? Or was there 
vegetation there? 

A. '\'le could see the huts. 

Q, 
A. 

Q. 
about how 

A. 

Q. 
ahlays in 
paddies? 

A. 

Was there vegetation also? 
I'm not sUr'e on this, sir. 

From your' position, as you formed this line, 
many huts could you see? 
Four or five. 

During the time you sl'lept the village, were you 
the villae;e? Or wore you ever over in the rice 

I was sometimes in the rice paddies. 

Q. Did you observe any personnel--US per$onnel--
indiscriminately firing on civilians? 

fie. No. 

Q. You didn't see anybody indiscriminately firing 
on a civilian or a VC? 

A. Well, what would you mean by "ind:l.scriminately"? 

Q. On the basis of a type of execution, firing for 
7 no reason. 

28 A. No. 
29 
30 
31 
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35 
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Q. Did your squad detain any suspected VC 
inhabitants of that village? ' 

A. I think ~Ie had some suspects. 

Q. Males? 
A. Males and females; both of them. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

How many? 
Maybe five. 

\-That happened to them? 

. 

They were taken to the CP after that. 

Company or platoon? 
Company. 
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Q. Who took them? 
A. I don ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. 
A. . 'No. 

Q. Once you got  out  o f  t h e  east s i d e  of i t ,  you 
d i d n ' t  go back i n ?  

A. No. We had--I ihinlc we ha.d another  p la toon  
sweeping behind u s .  

Q. Did you f ee l  t h a t  C Company went int ,o  t h i s  
ope ra t ion  jTith a "get even'' a t t i t u d e ?  

A. Get even" a t t i t u d e ?  

Q. Yes. 
A. Maybe i t  d i d ,  but  maybe i t  dldn ' l t ,  'cause we had 

Did  you ever  go back through t h e  v i l l a g e  once 
you c l ea red  it? 

That would be weapons. 
i 
! 

j 

l o s t  a couple of mens up !here, i n  mines, and a l l  t h a t  
s t u f f .  

Q. 
vrhich might cause t h e  u n i t  t o  f e e l  thal; t h i s  v i l l a g e  would 
be he ld  respons ib le  f o r  the  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  you'had i n  t h e  

Did Captain Medina say  anything a t  h i s  b r i e f i n g  

past? I 
A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. 
'' ' .A. Medloe? 

Q. Yes. 
A. No. 

Q. Do you remember Carter? 
A. I th ink  I do--"soul brother .  Colored guy? 

Q. Yes. 
A. I th ink  I do. 

Q. 
A. 

t h e  foot,  and med evac'd l a t e r .  

Q. How? 
A. I don 't r e c a l l .  

Do you reinember a man named Medloe? 

. %  

. . .  
I1 

Do you know what happened t o  him on t h i s  operat ion? 
I th ink  he got--from what I heard, he got  s h o t  i n  

I 
, ... .. I 
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Q. vlho took them? 
A. I don't recall. 

Q. Did you ever go back through the village once 
you cleared it? 

A. ,'No. 

Q. Once you got out of the east side of itJ you 
didn't go back in? 

A. No. \'Ie had--I think "Ie had another platoon 
sweeping behind us. That I'lould be weapons. 

Q. Did you feel that C Company 
I~ith a "get even" attitude? 
"Get even" attitude? 

I went into this 
operation 

A. 

Q. Yes. 

i 
! 

A. Maybe it did J but maybe it didn" t J 'cause \'Je had 
lost a couple of mens up there J in mines J and all that 
stuff. 

Q. Did Captain Hedlna say anything at his brlefing 
"'lhich might cause the unlt to feel that this village would 
be held responsible for the casualties that you' had in the 
past? I 

A. Not that I recall. 

Q. Do you remember a man named Hedloe? 
A. l<!edloe? 

Q. Yes. 
A. No. 

Q. Do you remember Carter? 
A. I think I do--"soul brother." Colored guy? 

Q. Yes. 
A. I think I do. 

Q. 
A. 

the footJ 

Do you know "'That happened to him on this operation? 
I think he got--from 11hat I heardJ he got shot in 
and med evac'd later. 

Q. BOli? 
A. I don't recall. 

" 
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Q. 
A. Well, we had--as fa r  as I know, on ly  the 

Q. He was a n  ARVN. 
A. He was an ARVN. 

Q. 
A. Calley--no, sir.  He wasn ' t  w i t h  o u r  p l a t o o n .  

Q. 

You d i d n ' t  s e e  any N a t i o n a l  Po l i ce?  

i n t e r p r e t e r  wc had. 

Did you see Lieu tenan t  Ca l l ey  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

Which p l a t o o n  d i d  he have? 
, A. I ' m  no t  p o s i t i v e - - p o s i t i v e ,  but  I t h i n k  he had 
3d. I c o u l d n ' t  be s u r e  on t h a t .  

Q. 
Wet  names e? 

A. Like  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) - - j u s t  l and  and p i c k  up 
Vietnamese people? 

Q. Yes. 
A. No. 

D i d  you e v e r  s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  l and  and p i c k  up 

Q. D i d  you see a h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d  a t  a l l ?  
A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  i t ,  but  I heard--I  hea rd  one 

coming' i n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

him. 

Would you know Widmer? 

Did you know Nidmer? 
Se rgean t  Widmer?--or what? What was h i s  rank? 

On 1% A p r i l  68 he was a Spec 4. . 
Spec 4. 

Did you know Grzesik? 
Grzesik? 

Yes. 
No, s i r .  

I r e c a l l  t h e  name, b u t  I c a n ' t  place 

D i d  you know, Bernhardt? 
Bernhardt--yes, s ir ,  I r e c a l l  him. 

Mas. he  i n  yoLr squad? 
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Q. You didnlt see any National Police? 
A. Well, we had--as far as I know, only the 

interpreter we had. 

Q. He \~as an ARVN. 
A. He was an ARVN. 

Q. Did you see Lieutenant Calley on this operation? 
A. Calley--no, sir. He wasnlt with our p.latoon. 

Q. Which platoon did he have? 
, A. 11m not positive--positive, but I think he had 
3d. I couldnlt be sure on that. 

Q. Did you ever see a helicopter land and pick up 
Vietnamese? . 

A. Like (indicating)--just land and pick up 
Vietnamese people? 

Q. Yes. 
A. No. 

Q. 
A. 

coming' in 

Did you see a helicopter land at all? 
I didnlt see it, but I heard--I heard 
(indicating) . 

Q. Would you know \·Jidmer? 

Did you kno\,l \vidmer? 

one 

A. Sergeant Vlic1mer? --or "lha t? Hhat was his rank? 

Q. 
A. 

him. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

On 18 April 68 he was a Spec 4 .. 
Spec 4. I recall the name, but I canlt place 

Did you knO\~Grzesik? 
Grzesik? 

Yes. 
No, sir. 

Did you knO\~, Bernhardt? 
Bernhardt--yes,sir, I recall him. 

"Jas" he in your squad? 
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No, sir .  

S i r ,  I saw a name on that  paper a whi1.e ago. 
He was in my squad. 

Q. Yes, I know. 

A. (Nodding af f i rmat ive ly .  ) 

Q. You were togethcr?  
A. (Nodding af f i rmat ive ly .  ) 

Q. Sergcant Torres says t h a t  you and Trevino and 
Rodriguez werc toge ther  on t h i s  operat ion.  
\ A. Rodriguez was with usI  but  I don ' t  r e c a l l  Torres .  

Was Trevino with you dur ing  t h i s  e n t i r e  operat ion? 

Q. So Rodrlguez, yourself--  
A. La Croix. 

Q. --and- - 
A. La Croix. 

Q. --La Croix and-- 
A. Trevino. 

Q. --Trevino were toge ther .  
A. Let  me see--had t o  be a couple of more. Moss. 

Q. Do you remember i n  t h a t  u n i t  a la rge ,  heavy-set 

A. Large, heavy-set-- 

_. 

colored boy? It could have been an NCO. 

Q. Big fellow. 
A. Do you r e c a l l  what platoon he was w i t h ?  

Q. No. 
A. Large--do you r e c a l l  h i s  name? 

Q. No, I don' t .  
A. The only one we 'had was Hodges, but he wasn't - 

l a rge .  

Q. 
A. No. He was j u s t  a l i t t l e  t a l l e r  than me. Maybe 

He wasn't a b ig  man? 

about your s i z e .  " I 
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A. No, sir. 

Slr, I saw a name on that paper a "Ihile ago. 
He l'laS in iny squad. 

Q. Yes, I Ienovl. 

A. 
\~as Trevino l<]ith you during this entire operation? 
(Nodding affirmatively.) 

Q. 
A. 

You \1ere together? 
(Nodding affirmatively.) 

Q. 
Rodriguez 

A. 

Sergeant Torres says that you and Trevino and 
\'Iere together on this operation. 
Rodriguez \ms .vlith us, but I don't recall Torres. 

Q. 
A . 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

So Rodriguez, yourself--
La Croix. 

--and-­
La Croix. 

--La Croix and-­
Trevino. 

Q. --Trevino were together. 

I 

A. Let me see--had to be a couple of more. Moss. 

Q. 
colored 

A. 

Do you 
boy? It 

Large, 

remember in that unit a 
could have been an NCO. 
heavy-set--

Q. Big fe11ol'l. 

large, heavy-set 

A. Do you recall what platoon he \']as with? 

Q. No. 
A. Large--do you recall his name? . 

Q. No, I don It. 
A. The only one we had \'Ias Hodges, but he wasn't 

large. 

Q. He vl8sn It a big man? 
A. No. He was just a little taller than me •. Maybe 

about your size. • 
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I Q.. This  man was, as I undcrstand froin a desc r ip -  

-t ; ion,  s o r t  o f  fa . t .  
A. Fat. We had one; he was kind of big,  but  he  

wasn't f a t .  Buchanon was h i s  namc--Sergeant Buchanon. 

Q. What was Sergeant Ruchanon's job? 
A. Platoon se rgean t .  

Q. 
A. Well, from what I learned  from t h e  c a s u a l t y  

How many people do you e s t ima te  were k i l l e d  i n  
, t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

report ,  maybe a hundred. 

Q. How many d i d  you see? I 
A. Well, I saw a couple of dead bodiep, bu.t I c a n ' t  

re ca 11 hov many. 

.Q.. Did you hear ,  a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion ,  t h a t  groups 

A. I heard some rumors l i k e  t h a t ,  but  I c a n ' t  be 

Q. Where d id  you hea r  t h e s e  rumors? 
A. Around Dot t ie .  

Q. Dot t ie?  
A. (Nodding a f f i r ina t ive ly .  ) 

Q. Who was saying t h i s ?  
A. I can ' t  r e c a l l . .  We j u s t  s i t  toge the r ,  d r i n k  

Q.' Did you have any reason t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e s e  
rumors were t r u e ?  

A. No. 

Q. Were any names mentioned? 
A. Names mentioned? 

, of v i l l a g e r s  had been rounded up and executed? 

s u r e .  

i 
- beer, something I.ike t h a t ,  and be t a l k i n g .  

Q. When t h e s e  s ta tements  were made as t o  who d i d  
t h i s ,  o r  who a l l e g e d l y  d i d  It? 

A. Well, I heard something, bu t  I c a n ' t  be s u r e .  

Q. Who were they? 
A. Well, h i s  name was Cal ley.  
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Q.. 'l'his mnn was, as I under's tand from 8! descrip­

,tion, sort of fat. 
A. Fat. \Ve had one; he was kind of big, but he 

wasn't fat. Buchnnon Vias his name--Sergeant Buchanon. , 
Q. "Iha t \-TaS Sergeant Buchanon's job? 
A. Platoon sergeant. 

Q. How many people do you estimate were killed in 
this village? 

A. \,Iell, from what I learned from the casualty 
report, maybe a hundred. 

Q. How many did you sec? ! 
A. Well, I saw a couple of dead bqdies, but I can't 

recall how many. . . 

Q., Did you hear, after this operation, that groups 
\ of villagers had been rounded up and executed? 

A. I heard some rumors like that, but I can't be 
sure. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Where did you hear these rumors? 
Around Dottie. 

Dottie? 
(Nodding affirmatively.) 

Q. Who was saying this? 

! 
A. I can't recall.· We just sit together, drink 

beer, something like that, and be talking. 

Q.' Did you have any reason to think that these 
rumors were true? 

A. No. 

Q. Were any names mentioned? 
A. Names mentioned? 

Q. When these statements were made as to who did 
this, or who allegedly did it? 

A. Well, I heard something, but I can't be sure. 

Q. Who 'were they? 
A. Well, his name was Calley. 
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Q. Anyone else? 
A. No, not  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Now was Call.ey mentioned as t h e  ind iv idua l  
whose u n i t  was r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h i s ?  o r  as t h e  ind iv idua l  
who pu l l ed  the  t r i g g e r ?  

A. Well, I c a n ' t  be sure ,  ' cause- - l ike  when you 
say somebody's t a l k i n g ,  and they say--well, t h a t  C a l l c y ' s  
p la toon  laas up there--from the  rumors I heard,  they sho t  
up a l o t  of gooks-you know, Vietnamese peop1.e. 

pl.atoon i n  t h a t  u n i t  was responsible? Or were t h e s e  rumors 
r e f e r r e d  t o  any one group-- 

Q. 

A. No. 

Q. --or u n i t ?  
A. No, sir. 

D i d  you have any reason t o  th ink  t h a t  any one 

Q. Did t h i s  opera t ion  appear t o  be any d i f f e r e n t  

A. Well, i n  a way i t  was 'cause I saw a l o t  of dead 

Q. Moreso than o t h e r  opcra t ions .  
A. Moreso. Well-- 

Q. Yes? 
A. I t h i n k  so.  

&. Was t h e r e  any d i f f e rence  i n  procedures f o r  t h i s  
combat a s s a u l t  than any o t h e r  combat a s s a u l t  you p a r t i c i -  
pa ted  i n ?  

A. No. 

Q. Always had gun sh ips ,  always had a r t i l l e r y  
preparat ion--  

A. Well-- 

Q. --always moved with reconnaissance by f i r e .  
A. Well, no. Like sometimes we d i d n ' t  have gun sh ips ,  

I, '  sometimes we d i d n ' t  have recon by f i r e  and a r t i l l e r y .  

Q. Did you have any reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  the  

than any o t h e r  combat a s s a u l t  you went on? 

people t h e r e .  

/ 

un i t  feared  t h i s  opera t ion ,  moreso than any o t h e r  combat 
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Q. Anyone else? 
A. No, not that I recall. 

Q. Now ~Ias Calley mentioned as the individual 
whose unit \'las responsible for this? or as the individual 
who pulled the trigger? 

A. "'ell, I canlt be sure, Icause--like when you 
say somebody I s talking, and they saY--\'/ell, that Calley I s 
platoon \~as up there--from the rumors I heard, they shot 
up 'a lot of gooks---you knO\'I, Vietnamese people. 

Q. Did you have any reason to think that anyone 
platoon in that unit "las responsible? Or were these rumors 
referred to anyone {5roup--

A. No. 

Q. --or unit? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Did this 'operation appear to be any different 
than any other combat assault you "lent on? 

A. "lell, in a way it was Icause I Sa\~ a lot of dead 
peopl~ there. 

Q. r~oreso than other operations. 
A.Moreso. Well--

Q. Yes? 
A. I think so. 

Q. Was there any difference in procedures for this 
combat assault than any other combat assault you partici­
pated in? 

A. No. 

Q. Always had gun ships, ahtays had artillery 
preparation--

A. Well--

Q. 
A. 

sometimes 

--always moved with reconnaissance by fire. 
Well, no. Like sometimes we didn1t have gun 
"Ie didn It have recon by fire and artillery. 

Q. Did you have any reason to believe that the 
unit feared this operatiori; moreso than any other combat 
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a s s a u l t ?  

A. Well, it  might have been f ea red  lcause vie were 
new i n  the  country.  We hadn ' t  been t h e r e  but  about three 
months, o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  We had been get t iny;  h i t  
p r e t t y  bad i n  t h a t  a rea- - l ike  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  
s a i d  t h e r e  was a regiment t h e r e  t h a t - -  

p r i o r  t o  these  opera t ions  whlch ind ica t ed  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
b a t t a l i o n s  o r  regiments i n  the  areas? 

&. 

A. Pers.onally, no. 

Q. 

A. Sca t t e red  ou t .  

Did you nonnally rece ive  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g  

These dead people t h a t  you ment,ioned you sarv--did 
they appear  t o  be s c a t t e r e d  ou t  ove r  t he  v i l l a g e  or were  
they i n  groups? 

Q. Were they i n  hu t s  or ou t  of  huts?  
A. Out of hu ts .  

Q. Now how d i d  they appear t o  be k i l l e d ?  
A. Small arm. 

Q. And were a l l  of  t hese  people i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
A. (Indicating.) Well, yeah. 

Q. Did you see any out  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies, bes ides  

A. No. 

Q. 

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember ever  r ece iv ing  an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  
f i r i n g  while i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I th ink  I d i d .  

I 

.. t h e  two VC t h a t  you recovered t h e  weapons f r o m ?  

D i d  you ever go back through t h i s  v i l l a g e  a t  any 
date a f t e r  t h e  operat ion? 

Q. Do you remember how t h a t  order was given? 
A. Well, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  my--1 r e c a l l  my squad 

11 l e a d e r  t o l d  me. Cease f i r e .  J u s t  sweep through the 
v i l l a g e .  I1 

.. . ,. Q. Was t h e r e  any more f i r i n g  a f t e r  t ha t ?  
A. Not t ha t  I r e c a l l .  
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assault? 
A. Well, it might have been feared 'cause we were 

new in the country. We hadn't been there but about three 
months, or something like that. We had been getting hit 
pretty bad in that area--l1ke the intelligence report 
said there \'laS a regiment there that--

. Q. Did you normally receive an intelligence briefing 
prior to these oper'ations wh:lch indicated that there ~/ere 
battalions or regiments in the areas? 

A. Pers.onally, no. 

Q. These dead people that you ment,ioned you sal~--did 
they appear to be scattered out over the v:lliage or were 
they in groups? 

A. Scattered out. 

Q. "/e1'e they in huts or out of huts? 
A. Out of huts. 

Q. Now how did they appear to be killed? 
A. Small arm. 

Q. And were all of these people inside the village? 
A. (Indicating.) "/ell, yeah. I • . 

Q. Did you see any out in the rice paddies, besides 
the two VC that you recovered the "Ieapons from? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever go back through this village at any 
date after the ope~ation? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember ever receiving an order to stop 
firing ~Ihile in the village? 

'A. I think I did. 

Q. Do you remember hm-/ that order ... laS given? 
A. Well, I don't recall, but my--I recall my squad 

leader told me. "Cease fire. Just sweep through the 
village." 

',. Q. 
A. 

\<las there any more firing after that? 
Not that I recall. 
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Q. Now l o n g  a f t e r  t h e  l i n e  s l  -Led moding through 
t h e  v i l l i  _+-how l o n g  a f t e r  t h a t  d i u  Ghis o r ,  e r  come do;m? 

A. Maybe an hour.  P 

down.. :ceased f i r e  and refused '6 fike 
aga in . . . .L ieu tenan t  Ka l ly  t o o k  ove r  t h e  * , , .  

Q. An hour? 
A. (Nodding a f f i r m a t i v e l y .  ) 

Q. Do you f e e l  t h a t  reconnaissance  by f i r e  could  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did  you see a d i t c h  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of the 

have be,en r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r ' t h e  d e a t h s  of a l a r g e  nurnber 
of people  t h a t  you saw i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

v i l l age - -on  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of the village--as you moved 
through? i 

A. After we c r o s s e d  the  v i l l a g e ?  I 

Q. Yes, When you swept through t h e  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i -  

A. . No. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  see one? 
A. No. 

Q. 
hea r say  is? 

A. What Is t h a t ?  

Q. 

c a t i n g ) ,  on t h e  o t h e r  side,  d fd  you n o t i c e  a ditch o v e r  
t h e r e ?  

I 
The re ' s  a hearsay  s ta tement--you knqw what 

I 
Hearsay i s  n o t  an ' eye  wi tnes s .  

But I have a hea r say  s t a t emen t  t h a t  said a 
group of c i v i l i a n s  w a s  rounded up, p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  and 

machine-gun and open fire on  the  vi l lagers  

Tor re s ,  be fo re  everyone i n  t h e  Rr0v.I) was 

K a l l y  o rde red  Pfc  Tor re s  t o  man t h e  II 

t h a t  had been .$rouped t o g e t h e r . "  And t h a t '  ' . 
I1 

I I 975 ( DELGADO ) 

. _  . ~.~ . .. . .  ......... .,.~. . ~ . .  . ~. ._ .>-.. . . . .  .~ . .. , . . .  . . -  . .  . .  
. :  

. .  

: , .  . . .  
. .  . .  

. .  
.. . 

:. .. I 

' '.*' . .  
:. . .  . 

,. 

i 
2 I 

i: 3 
-: , 4 : ; 

5 
6 

1 7 I. ,. 
I:, 8 

~i 9 
10 

1.1 
" 11 

. ~ 12 
I 13 

1 
14 
15 

I 16 
i 17 
I 

I 
10 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27. 
26 
29 
30 
31 ;. 

32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
36 
39 
40 "--:,. 
41 
42 

... 43 
M 

~.:. 

4 . I,· ,. .' : 

~'.. 
I 
" ., 
~; '.", 

I. FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Q. l{O\i long after the l:i.ne sl "ted 

the viII<. _.;!--hO~l long after that dia lihis 
A. Maybe an hour. 

moling through 
orter come d01m? 

Q. lin hour? 
A. (Nodding affirmatively.) 

Q. 
have be.en 
of people 

A. 

Do you feel that reconnaissance 
responsible for the deaths of a 
that you sal'l in the village? 
Yes J sir. 

by fire could 
large number 

Q. Did you see 
village--on the other 

a ditch on the east slde of 
slde of the village--as you 

the 
moved 

through? 
A. I After we crossed the village? 

! 

Q. 
cating). 
there? 

Yes. When you swept through the village (indi­
on the other side J did you notice a dltch over 

A. No. 

Q. You didn't see one? 
A. No. 

Q. 
hearsay 

A. 

There's a hearsay 
ls? 

I 
statement--you' kno\1 \1hat 

I What's that? 

Q. Hearsay 1 s not an eye wl tnes s . 

But I have a hearsay sta'tement that said a 
group of civilians was r0unded uPJ put togetherJ and 

IIKally ordered Pfc Torres to man the 
machine-gun and open fire on the villagers 
that had been, grouped together. 1/ And that' 
Torres J "before everyone in the group was 
down .•. ceased fire and refused to fire 
again .••• Lieutenant Kally took over the 
M-60 and finished shooting the remaining 
villagers in that first group himself." 

Do you think Torres did that? 
A. CouldbeJ sir. 

. . 
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Q. 
A. Would he-- 

Q. 
A. Would he have been-- 

But would he have been w i t h  Calley? 

Would he have bccn wi th  Calley? 

Q. 
A. Could be ,  sir. 

Q. D i d  you s e e  many v i l l a g e r s  running? 
A. There were a couple of them t h e r e .  

Q. 
' u n i t  regarding Vietnamese tha t  r an  from US fo rces?  

A. Shoot. 

Q. Shoot them? 
A. (Nodding af f i r ina t ive ly .  ) 

Q. What about "Stop!'? 
A. Well, you shoot  i n  the a i r .  If they  d o n ' t  

s top ,  t r y  and h i t  them. 

Q. 
A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Would he have been w i t h  Calley i f  he was working 
with your platoon? 

What were t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  passed ou t  t o  t h e  

I Do you know t h e  word f o r  "Stop" i,n Vietnamese? 

,Q* 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

.. . . Q- 
4, . ., A. 

$. Q. 
' 'J A. 

! .. Q. 
A. 

. I  

.9 ?: 
:. > , ,  

What is it? 
"Dung l a i .  

Did you ever  use t h a t ?  
Y e s ,  s i r .  

'I 

Do you remember Sergeant Bacon? 
Bacon? 

Bacon. 
Bacon? 

Y e s .  
Was he a colored guy? 

Y e s .  
I remember him. 
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Q. But \<rould he have been with Calley? 
A. Would he--

Q. \'lould he have been with Calley? 
A. \'lould he have been--

Q. Would he have been with Calley if he was working 
with your platoon? 

. A. Could be, sir. 

Q. Did you see many villagers fttnning? 
A. There \'Iere a couple of them th,ere. 

Q. "'Ihat were the instructions passed out to the 
'unit regarding Vietnamese that ran from US forces? 

A. Shoot. 

Q. Shoot them? 
A. (Nodding affirmatively.) 

Q. What about "stop'.'? 
A. Well, you shoot in the air. If they don't 

stop, try and hit them. 

Q. Do you know the word for "Stop" i,h Vietnamese~ 
A. Yes, sir .. 

Q. What is it? 
·A. "Dung lai." 

Q. Did you ever use that? 
A. Yes, sir.' • 

Q. Do you remember Sergeant Bacon? 
A. Bacon? 

Q. Bacon. 
A. Bacon? 

Q. Yes. 
A. Was hea colored guy? 

Q. Yes • 
A. I remember him. 
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Q. Did you s e e  h i m  on t h i s  o p r a . t i o n ?  
A. No. He was an E-7. Right? 

Q. Well-- 
A. Anyway, it d o n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e .  I was 

Q. Do you remember a man named Mood? 
A. Wood? 

j u s t - - j u s t  t o  s e e  if I had the r i g h t  person. 

Q. Yes. W - 0 - 0 4 .  
A. I t h i n k  I do. He was k i l l e d .  Right? 

Q. I don ' t  know. 
A. I remember one Wood. 

Q. There were two Woods i n  t h e  company. 
A. Two Irloods. 

Q. There ' s  a s ta tement  here:  

"I remember t h i s  guy, when I p u l l e d  
t h i s  voman and two g i ~ l s  -- I t h i n k  it was 
two g i r l s  -- and t h i s  man o u t  of  t h i s  hu t ,  
a guy, I t h i n k  from t h e  2d Platoon,  s a i d ,  1 

' K i l l  them; don ' t  l e t  them g e t  away. And 
I say, 'MO, don ' t  k i l l  them; send them up 
t h e r e  t o  the l i e u t e n a n t . '  And then  he say,  
'Give me your r i f l e ,  I and I sa id ,  'No, you 
are not  going t o  have my r i f l e , '  j u s t  lilce 
t ha t ,  and t h e n  he took t h e  o t h e r  guy 's  
r i f l e  and then  he shoot them .... 

'I&. Was' this  a man from t h e  2d Platoon? 

Yes. I remember h i s  f ace .  I 
t h i n k  he g o t  h u r t .  He got  h i t  by a grenade, 
and when I was n e t t i n g  ready t o  come' home I .. - 

' remember seeing-him. He hah j u s t  come from 
I don ' t  know h i s  name but he the h o s p i t a l .  

was kind of a s t o u t  guy. I1 . 
;'. 

..* &\ e *: And I ' v e  a l s o  heard o t h e r  s ta tements  about a 
: s t b u t  colored--heavy-set colored man. j .  . 

.'. A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any s t o u t  co lored  man. 

. .  
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Q. Did you see him on this operation? 
A. No. He was an E-'{. Right? 

Q. Well--
A. Anyway, it don't make any difference. I was 

just--just to see if I had the right person. 

Q. Do you remember a man named vlood? 
A. Wood? 

Q. Yes. W-o-o-d. 
A. I think I do. He \'Ias killed. Right? 

Q. 
A. 

I don't know. 
I remember one Wood. 

, ' 

Q. There were two 'voods in the company. 
A. Two "Ioods. 

Q. There's a statement here: 

"I remember this guy, when I pulled 
this lloman and hlo girls -- I think it was 
two girls -- and this man out of this hut, 
a guy, I think from the 2d Platoon, said, : 
IKill them; don't let them get away.' And' 
I say, INo, donlt kill them; send them up 

", there to the lieutenant. I And then he say, 
IGive me your rifle,' and I said, 'No, you 
are not going to have my rifle,' just like 
that, and then he took the other guy's 
rifle and then he shoot them .••• 

-, 
"Q. 

" 

Was this a man from the 2d Platoon? 

'. 

¥A. Yes. I remember his face. I 
think he got hurt. He got hit by a grenade, 
and when I was getting ready to come' home I 
remember seeing him. He had just come from 
the hospital. I don' t kno\~ his name but he 
was kind of a stout guy." 

~ . 
. 'i •.. 

.... ift'·.~ . And I've also heard other statements about a 
, stbut colored--heavy-set colored man. 

A. I can't recall any stout colored man. 
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I Q. I He mentioned 2d Pla toon .  And this man m s  i n  

Bacon's squad, so he knev Bacon. It c o u l d n ' t  have been 
Bacon. 

A. Bacon? 

Q. Yes. 
A. I d o n ' t  know 'cause Bacon wasn ' t  i n  my p la toon .  

Q. I t h i n k  he was in t h e  1st P la toon ,  

Then he  s a i d  he cou ldn ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Do you remember a road t o  the s o u t h  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  1 doubt if you g o t  down t o  t h e  s o u t h  of t h c  
v i l l a g e ,  b u t  d i d  you move s o u t h  a t  any tinie? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s ,  ' 

Q. 

A. (Examinin6 map.) No, 1 d o n ' t .  

Q. 
A. 

Q. What wan Hoclges' job? 
A. 

Q. I n  which squad? 
A. I would s a y  l s t ,  

Q. I n  which p l a toon?  
A. 2d Pla toon .  

Q. Did you say he was stocky? 
A. Well, he was-- 

Q. Heavy-set? 
A. Well, he  was s tocky ,  but he  wasn ' t  b i g ,  He 

It would be this  ( i n d i c a t l n g )  road  r i g h t  h e r e .  
That  * s  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t h e  v i l l a e e .  

I t ' s  probably no th ing  b u t  a t r a l l .  
The only  c o l o r e d  guy I remember i s  t h a t  Hodges, 

I b u t  he wasn ' t  b ig ;  J u s t  a s tocky  guy. 

I t h i n k  he was a squad l e a d e r .  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

c 

was maybe a couple  of i n c h e s  b i g g e r  t h a n  me. 

Q. 
he matters we have d iscussed?  

A. Not t h a t  I know. 

Do 'you have any f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  concerning 

. .. 
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Q. > He mentioned 2d Platoon. And thIs man \'las in 

Bacon's squad, so he knevl Bacon. It couldn't; i1ave been 
Bacon. 

A. Bacon? 

Q. Yes. 
A. I don't kno~/ 'cause Bacon wasn't in my platoon. 

Q. I think he was :l.n the 1st Platoon. ' 

Then he said he couldn't remember his name. 

village? 
village, 

A . 

Do you remember a road to the south of the 
I doubt if you got down to the south of the 

but did you move south at any time?: 
I can't recall the directions. ' ' 

• 
Q. It \'/ould be thIs (indicating) road right here. 

That's (indicating) the village. 
A. (Examining map.) No, I don't. 

but 

Q. It's probably nothing but a trail. 
A. The only colored guy I remember is 

he wasn't big; justa stocley guy. 

What was Hodges' job? 

that 

j 
Hodges, 

Q. 
A. I think he I'las a squad leader. I'm not positive. 

Q. In which squad? 
A. I \~ould say 1st. 

Q. In which platoon? 
A. 2d Platoon. 

Q. Did you sdy he 'l'laS stocky? 
A. \~ell, he was--' 

Q. 
A. 

maybe 

Heavy-set? . 
\'/e11 , he was stocky, but he wasn't big. 
a couple of inches bigger than me. 

He 

Q. Do you have any further information concerning 
matters we have discussed? 

A. Not that I know. 
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Q.. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. It i s  p r i v i l e g e d  i n  t h e  sense t h a t  my r e p o r t  
w i l l  be made t o  t h e  Chief of Staff  of t h e  Army for such 
use as fie deems appropr ia te .  You a r e  requested not  t o  
d i scuss  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  t h e  quest ions and answers 
covered during t h i s  in te rv iew except a s  you otherwise 
may have a right; t o  do so  i n  accordance w i t h  law. 

I want t o  'remind you t h a t  t h i s  i s  a n  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  

T h a t ' s  a l l .  

. . , (The witness  was excused,') 

(The foregoing testimony of Mr. Andress Delgado was 
taken  s tenographica l ly  and t r ansc r ibed  by C. Mae B. Guzman, 

q u a r t e r s ,  Department of t h e  Army.) 
' Shorthand Reporter,  O f f i c e  of The Inspec to r  General, Head- 
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Q.. I want to remind you that this is an official 

investigation. 
A. Yes. sir. 

Q. It is privileged in the sense that my report 
will be made to the Chief of Staff of the Army for such 
use as he deems appropriate. You are requested not to 
discuss the investigation or thc questions and answers 
covered during this interview except as you othervrise 
may have a right to do so in accordance with law. 

That's all . 

. (The witness \-Ias excused.) 

(The foregoing testimony of Mr. Andress D~lgado was 
taken stenographically and transcribed by C. Mae B. Guzman, 

, Shorthand Reporter, Office of The Inspector General. Head­
quarters, Department of the Army.) 
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