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Tesl;imony of Mr. Paul D. Meadlo,, 
Route 11, Box 533, West Terre Haute, 
Indiana, taken at Holiday Inn, Terre 
Haute, Jndlana, a t  1715 t o  1840 hours 
on 16 Ju ly  1969, by Col.one1 Wi'IIiam 
V. Wilson, I G .  

Q. Do you want t o  see my c redent ia l s?  
A. No, t h a t  i s  a l l  r i g h t .  I have seen enough s t u f f  

on you f o r  me. You have got me convinced. 

Q. 0. K. This i nves t iga t ion  concerns the  a l leged  
des t ruc t ion  of a v i l l age  i n  South Vietnam nzcknamed Pink- 
v i l l e  which was approximately f i v e  o r  s i x  miles nor th  of 
Quang Ngai City. The inc ident  a l legedly  occurred i n  March 
196%- 

A. ( Interposing)  16th. 

Q . .  --during the  time Co C, 1/20thJ. Task Force Barker, 
~. ~ . . . . . . .~. 

conducted search and destroy operat ions on the  Batangon 
Peninsula, o r  j u s t  south of the  penlnsula.  The inves t iga t ion  
i s  o f f i c i a l  and it  i s  being made a t  d i r ec t idn  of t h e  Chief 
of S taf f  of t h e  Amy. The inves t iga t ion  i s , ' p r i v i l e g e d  i n  
t h e  sense that  my repor t  will be made t o  the  Chief of Staff 
o f  the  Army, The substance thereof  should not  be discussed 
with o thers .  It w i l l  ca r ry  a CONFiDEI?TIAL c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
and the  purpose of the  inves t iga t ion  is to. determine t h e  
f a c t s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t ha t  p a r t i c u l a r  operat ion.  I'd l i k e  t o  
place you .under oath.  
hand? 

Will you s tand  and' r a i s e  your r i g h t  

(The witness was sworn..) 
. .  . . ~. . .  Please s t a t e  your'full name.. . 

A. Paul D. Meadlo, 14-E-A-D-L-0. 

Q. Occupation? 
A. Gas s t a t i o n  a t tendant .  

Q. Home address? 
A. Route 4, BOX 533, West Terre  Haute. 

Q. What was your serial 'number? 
A. US 65 003 591. 
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Testimony of 111'. Paul D. r~eadlo ,. 
, West Terre Haute, 

Indiana, taken at Holiday Inn, Terre 
Haute, Indiana, at lr(15 to 1840 hours 
on 16 July 1969, by Colonel WiIIiam 
V. Wilson, IG. 

Q. Do you Vlant to see my credentials? 
A. No, that is all right. I have seen enough stuff 

on you for me. You have got me convinced. 

Q. O. K. This investigation concerns the alleged 
destruction of a village in South Vietnam nIcknamed Pin\<­
ville vfhich was approximately five or six miles north of 
Quang Ngai City. The incident allegecfly occurred in r~arch 
1968--

A. (Interposing) 16th. 

I, 

Q. . --during the time Co C, 1/20th,. Task Force Barker, 
conducted search and destroy operations on the Batangan 
Peninsula, or just south of the peninsula. The investigation 
is official and it is being made at direction of the Chief 
of Staff of the Army. The investigation is:privileged in 
the sense that my report will be made to the Chief of Staff 
of the Army. The substance thereof should not be discussed 
with others. It will carry a CONFIDENTIAL classification 
and the purpose of the investigation is to determine the 
facts relative to that particular operation. I'd like to 
place you .under oath. 1'1111 you stand and' raise your right 
hand? 

(The \-fitness was sworn.) 

Please state your· full name .. 
A. Paul D. r~eadlo, r~-E-A-D-L-O. 

Q. Occupation? 
A. Gas station attendant. 

Q. 
A. 

Home address? 
, vlest Terre' Haute'; 

. Q. Vlhat was your serial number? 
A. US 65 003 591. 
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Q. What was your grade? 
A. PFC. 

Q. When were you discharged? 
A. September 3d, I th ink  i t  was. I am not  accura te  

on that .  

Q. 168? 
A. Yes, I got out  of the  hosp i t a l  i n  August and i t  

was 1968 and I got my regular  discharge papers i n  September, 
sir. 
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Q. 
A. Yes, I was. 

A. For what d i s a b i l i t y ?  My foot  off. 

Q. You l o s t  your foot?  
A. Yes, I d id .  

Q. What was the  da te  that  you Ilost t h i e  foot?  
A. March l7th,  1968. It was the  day a f t e r  t h a t  

Q. I want you t o  descr ibe  f n  a s  much de t a i l  as you 

A. We landed right next t o  t h e  vi l lage.  . .  

Q. What v i l lage?  
A. . Pinkvi l le ,  a.nd we came dbrm and. we made a forma- 

t ion.  We went i n  and w e  seen some people running i n  and 
out  of the  v i l l age ,  and as we s ta r ted 'moving  i n  there was . 
a man out  there i n  a hootch, l i k e  f n  the r ice  paddy, and 
they said,  Somebody i s  i n  there,, and' somebody said,  "Kill 

.:-him;" so~.somebody k i l l e d  him. I heard the  man mumbling, :. . . ' 

i begging f o r  h i s  l i f e ,  and somebodjl said, " K i l l  him, s o  
somebody up and shot  him. We moved on i n  and we j u s t  moved 
on i n  and v&e j u s t  starte.d wiping out  the  whole v i l l a g e .  
That i s  i t .  We burnt the v i l l a g e  a n d - k i l l e d  a l l  the  people 
and j u s t  one mass s laughter ,  just .  I i k e  you do a bunch of 
cows, you know, j u s t  k i l l e d  them a l l .  

Q. Well, who was the  man t h a t  shot t h i s  fe l low i n  

Mere you given a d i s a b f l f t y  discharge? 

.---'Q. -'For' what d i s a b i l i t y ?  

I 

vi l lage  was wiped out .  

can the  events  which occurred when C Co conducted search 
. .. . .  . . ~  . ..and des t roy  operat lons on the 16th af NarCh; ' . ' . -.'. . . . . . . . . . 
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Q. \O/hat ~Ias your grade? 
A. PFC. 

Q. \'lhen were you dlscharged? 
A. September 3d, I thlnk it was. I am not accurate 

on that. 

Q. 
A. 

was 1968 
sir. 

'68? 
Yes, I got out of the hospital 'in August and i't 

and I got my regular discharge papers in September, 

Q. \olere you given a disability discharge? 
A. Yes, I was. 

. '--'Q. "For ~Ihat disability? 
A. For what disability? My root off. 

Q. You lost your foot? 
A. Yes, I did. 

Q. 
A. 

village 

What was the date 
March 17th, 1968. 

was ~liped out. 

that you lost this foot? 
It was the day after that 

Q. I want you to describe in as much detail as you 
can the events which occurred when C Co conducted search 

. ·and destroy operations on the 16th of Harch; , ... 
A. We landed right next to the village. 

Q. What village? 
A. Pinkville, and we came d'own and. we made a forma-

tion. We went in and we seen some people running in and 
out of the village, and as we started moving in there was 
a man out there in a hootch, like in the rice paddy, and 
they said, "Somebody is in there ,." and somebody said, "Kill 
him,;" .so.somebody killed him. I heard .. the man mumbling, 
4egging for his life, and somebody said, "Kill him," so . 
soinebody up and shot him. \·/e moved on in and we just moved 
on in and ~~ just started wiping out the whole village. 
That is it. We burnt the village and'killed all the people 
and just one mass slaUghter. just. like you do a bunch of 
cows, you kno~I, just killed them all. . 

Q. ~/ell, who was the man that shot this fellow in 
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t h e  hut?  
A. . I wouldnlt know who t h a t  was. 

Q. Were you given a b r i e f ing  the  day before t h e  
operat ion? 

A. Yes, we were. They sa id  tha,t the  people were 
given word t o  move out  of the  v i l l a g e  because they were 
suspected VC in the  vill.age, and they were given a week's 
no t ice ,  I th ink  i t  was, t o  move ou.t of the  v i l l a g e  because 
they knew we was coming i n ,  so tha t ' s  what happened. We 
went i n  and they suffered the  consequences. 

Q. Who gave you th i s  br ie f ing?  
A., It was SGT Mitchell ,  the  head of my squad. 

Q. 
A. Yes, we d id .  That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. What d i d  he say? 
A. I can ' t  remember h i s  exact  words. 

Did you ge t  a b r i e f ing  from CPT Medina? 

Q. What impression d i d  he leave? I 
A. What impression d i d  he leave? Well, t h a t  we were 

Q. All of them? 
A. A l l  of them. X heard l a t e r  o n . t h a t  day t h a t  we 

wasn't supposed t o  have k i l l e d  the women and childr.en, we 
was j u s t  supposed t o  k i l l  the men. 

supposed t o  move i n  and k i l l  the  people, 

Q. 
A. L a t e r o n  t h a t  evening when we were g e t t i n g  ready 

t o  make camp. 

Q. How d i d  you get t h i s  word? 
A. It was from my team leader  who got  it from the  

When d i d  you hear  t h i s?  

squad leader  who was SGT Mitchel l .  

Q. 
A. He had a funny name. I can ' t  remember i t .  

Who was your team leader? 

Q. Like Grzesik? 
A. Grzesik, t h a t ' s  it, Grzesik. 

Q. Dia SGT MitEhell say, " K i l l  a l l  the people i n  ' 
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the hut? 
A .. I wouldn't know who that was. 

Q. Were you given a briefing the day before the 
operation? 

A. Yes, we were. They said that the people were 
given word to move out of the village because they were 
suspected VC in the village, and they were given a weele's 
notice, I think it was, to move out of the village because 
they knew we was coming in, so that's what happened. We 
~Ie?t in and they suffered the consequences. 

~ Who gave you this briefing? 
A. It was SGT Mitchell, the head of my squad. 

Q. Did you get a briefing from CPT Medina? 
A. Yes, we did. That's right. 

Q. What did he say? 
A. I can't remember his exact words. 

Q. 
A. 

supposed 

What impression did he 
What impression did he 

to move in and kill the 

leave? 
leave? 
people. 

Well, that we were 

. Q. All of them? 
A. All of them. I heard later on that day that we 

wasn't supposed to have killed the women· and childl'en, \~e 
was Just supposed to kill the men. 

~ When did you hear this? 
A. Later. on that evening when we were getting ready 

to make camp. 

Q. How did you get this word? 
A. It was from my team leader ~Iho got it from the 

squad leader who waS SGTMitchell. 

Q. Who was your team leader? 
A. He had a funny name. I can't remember it. 

Q. Like Grzesik? 
. A. Grzesik, that's it, Grzesik. 

Q. Did SGT Mitchell say, "Kill all the people in 
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t h e  vil lag, ,  ' ?  
A . .  No, it was LT Calley.  

i 

Q. So LT Callcy a l s o  ga.ve you a br ief ing? 
A. Righ t ,  and LT Callcy was t h e  one, I bel ieve,  

Q. You sure  of that?  
A. I a m  not  sure  of anything. It has been so long 

11 t ha t  sa id ,  "Kill tha t  man i n  the hootch. 

ago. That  i s  the day I wiped out  of my mind. 

Q. 
A. M-16. 

What weapon were you armed with? 

Q. D i d  you f i r e  that weapon? 

Q. . D i d  you f i r e  i t  a t  ind iv idua ls  or a rea  t a r g e t s ?  
A. I k i l l e d  ind iv idua ls .  

Q. How were-:let me say something here. (Pause) I 
am not  going t o  pursue t h a t  quest ion.  

A. We had about 45 t o  
50 people i n  a c i r c l e ,  i n  a big  c i r c l e  r i g h t  o,ut i n  the  
f i e l d ,  and LT Calley came up and he says, "You know what do 
do with them, don ' t  you, and I said, 'No. Ye says--well, 
l e t  me see,  He said, You know what t o  do wi th  them,. and 
I d idn ' t  q u i t e  understand what was meant. He walked away 
and p r e t t y  soon he came back an: he sa id ,  Well, why haven ' t  
you k i l l e d  them ye t?"  
' to k i l l  the  people," or something l i k e  t h a t .  He t o l d  me, 
"Let ' s  k i l l  them," so w e ~ k i l l e d  them. 

A. .Yes, I d id .  ! 
' I . . .  

I do remember something e l s e .  

I1 I1 

I t  I t  

11 

I sa id ,  I d idn ' t  know we was supposed 

Q. Who k i l l e d  them? 
A. 

Q. Well-- 
A. ( In te rpos ing)  Then we had-- 

LT Calley.opened up on t h e  f i r s t  and then I joined 
in .  

Q. ( Interposing)  Wait, before  you say, anything e l s e .  
A. 0. K. 

Q. I want t o  go over something before you say anything 
e lse  now,.Meadlo. Th i s  i s  a formal inves t iga t ion ,  as I sa id .  

- 

. .  
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the villagv '7 
A. No, it was LT Calley. 

Q. So LT Calley also gave you a briefing? 
A. Right, and W~ Calley was the one, I believe, 

that said, "Kill that man in the hootch." 

Q. You sure of that? 
A. I am not sure of anything. It has been so long 

ago. That is the day I wiped out of my mind. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

\-lhat weapon were you armed with? 
M-16. 

Did you fire that weapon? 
Yes, I did. 

I 
I 

Q. Did you fire it at individuals or area targets? 
A. I killed individuals. 

Q. How were-:"let me say something here. (Pause) I 
am not going to pursue that question. 

A. I do remember something else. We had about Ll5 to 
50 people in a circle, in a b:i.g circle right o,ut in the 
field, and LT Calley came up and he sa~s, "YOU know what do 
do with them, don I t you," and I said, 'No." ije says--well, 
let me see. He said, "You ImoN what to do with them," and 
I didn't quite understand what was meant. He \~alked away 
and pretty soon he carne back and he said, "I'lell, why haven't 
you killed them yet?" I said, "I didn't know we ~las supposed 

'to kill the people," or something like that. He told me, 
"Let's kill them," so we'killed them. 

in. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Who killed them? 
LT Calley opened up on the first and then I joined 

Well--
(Interposing) Then we had--

(Interposing) vlait ~ before yoU say, anything else. 
O. K. 

Q. I want to go over something before you say anything 
else now,. Meadlo. This is a formal investigation, as I said. 

, " 
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Norma.lly we give very standar.d warnings, the  same type 
warnings given by pol ice ,  cour t s  and th ings  J.ike t h a t .  
I haven't  g iven you a warning because you are not sub jec t  
t o  the Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  You a r e  no longer  
i n  the mi l i t a ry .  It i s  my information t h a t  no U .  S .  c i -  
v i l i a n  cour t  has  Ju r i sd i c t ion  over crimes committed in .  
another  country-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Um-hum. 

Q. --amd as f a r  as I know w e  have no e x t r a d i t i o n  
t r e a t y  with Vietnam i f  they want t o  prosecute.  There was 
a tes t  case about 15 years  ago i n  t h e  Supreme Court about 
an opera t ion  t h a t  took place i n  I t a l y .  It involved a U .  S.  
Army major and a SGT Tofh and I th ink  tha t  t h e . c a s e  was the 
Toth case.  The outcome of t h a t  was t h a t  t h e  Federal  Govern- 
ment had no j u r i s d i c t i o n  over crimes committed i n  a fo re ign  
country,  Now on the  basis of what you have said, and with- 
out a warning, your testimony cannot be he ld  i n  evidence 
because you have incriminated yourse l f .  

A. HOW d i d  I do t h a t  by j u s t  fol lowing 'orders?  Who 
am I t o  ques t ion  orders  when the  rank is  h igher  than me? 

Q. An execution--we get i n t o  o the r  l e g a l  cases--an 
execution i s  not  a legal. order,  b u t  the  main th ing  t h a t  I 
am t e l l i n g  you is t h i s ,  t h a t  u n t i l  you rece lve  a warning 
which gives you exac t ly  what your r i g h t s  are your testimony 
cannot be used as evidence aga ins t  you. 

A. Um-hum. 

Q. And I don ' t  have the  a u t h o r i t y . t o  provide you w i t h  
a m i l i t a r y  lawyer a f t e r  t h i s  warning i s  given, but  I f e e l  I 
have got  t o  g ive  you t h i s  warning before we go any f u r t h e r  

A. I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you a quest ion.  Can you r e . a l ly .  
get me for anything l i k e  t h a t  or f o r  k i l l i n g  people when I 
was Jus t  following orders?  

I j u s t  sa id  there  i s  no c i v i l  cbur t  t h a t  can t r y  
you for a crime, if it i s  concluded t o  be a crime, i n  a 
fore ign  country.  If you were i n  the  m i l i t a r y  th,ey would be' 
the  only ones t h a t  would have j u r i s d i c t i o n  over personnel 
i n  t h a t  fore ign  country, but aside from t h a t  your statements ' . . .  
so faP would be  thrown out of any cour t .  Before I give you 
. that  warning I am going t o  c a l l  Washington beciiusewe- hhvd ' - ' - =  

got t o  be right i n  t h i s  and you have t o  know your rights. 

and so I want you t o  pay a t t e n t i o n , . t o   it;..^ .v :;;". = ' ? . r , %  7 . -  , .  

Q. 

.. 
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NormaJ.ly we give very standard warnings, the same type 
warnin(1;s given by police, courts and things J.ike that. 
I haven't given you a warning because you are not subject 
to the Uniform Code of Military Justice. You are no 10n(1;er 
in the military. It is my information that no U. S. ci­
vilian court haS jurisdiction over crimes committed in 
another country--

A. (Interposing) Um-hum. 

Q. --and as far as I know we have no extradition 
treaty with Vj.etnam if they want to prosecute • There was 
a test case about 15 yeax's ago in the Supreme Court about 
an operation that toole place in Italy. It involved a U. S. 
Army major and a SGT Toth and I think that the' case waS the 
Toth case. The outcome of that ~TaS that the Federal Govern­
ment had no jurisdiction over crimes committed in a foreign 
country. No\'/ on the basis of what you have said, and \,lith­
out a \'rarning, your testimony cannot be held in evidenc.e 
because you have incriminated yourself. _ 

A. Ho~/ did I do that by just following orders? Who' 
am I to question orders when the rank is higher than me? 

Q. An execution--l'le get into other legal cases--an 
execution is not a legal order, but the main thing that I 
am telling you is this, that until you rece:%ve a \,larning 
which gives you exactly \~hat your rights ar~ your testimony 
cannot be used as evidence against you. 

A. Um-hum. 

Q. And I donlt have the authority to provide you with 
a military lawyer after this warning is given, but I feel I 
have got to give you this warning before we go any further 
and so I want you to pay attention .. to i t,.-- -":;" :; ... "" ~., 

A. II d like to asle you a question. Can you really. 
get me for anything lilee that or for leilling people when I 
\'Ias just following orders? 

Q. I just said there is no civil court that can try 
you for a crime, if it is concluded to be a crime, in a . 
foreign country. If you were in the military they would be 
the on1y ones that ~lould have jurisdiction over personnel 
in that foreign country, but aside from that your statements' 
so fa~ would be thrown out of any court. Before I give you 
that warning I am going to call Washington because"'we- h!,l.Ve·­
got to be right in this and you have to lenow your rights. 

• 
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Q. 
A. A l l  r ight.  

Q. --we will t ake  a recess  f o r  a few minutes. 

So if you don't  mind wai t ing  around a few minutes-- 

i 
9 

10 

17. "I 
(Colonel Wilson l e f t  the  room a t  l 7 h O  hours and upon 

his r e t u r n  a t  1800 hours the  in te r roga t ion  continued as 
fo l lows , )  

14 131 
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. ' Q. Was t h i s  i n . t h e  v i l lage?  
r . $ r , $ ,  7 

. A. .Yes, it was. 
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31 

Q I remind you you are s t i l l  under oa th .  
A. 0. K.  

Q. M r .  Meadlo, you are advised t h a t  you are suspected 
of having committed a. war crime, t o  wit: Wrongfu.1 des t ruc t ion  
of a v i l l a g e  and murder of Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s .  Your con- 
s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  a r e  t h a t  you have a r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t .  
Any statement you make may be used a s  evidence aga ins t  you i n  
a c r imina l  t r i a l .  Do you des i re  t o  make any f u r t h e r  s ta te-  
ment s? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you desire t o  give any testimony? 
A. 

Q. 

A. If  1 can answer them I w i l l  answer them. 

Anything t h a t  you want t o  ask me I will give  what 

Then you will consent t o  the  quest ions and answer 
I can give you. and t h a t ' s  it. 

them if you des i re?  

Q. 
A. R i g h t .  

So you w i l l  g ive testimony? 

Q. 
A. 

Q. Were these  mixed sex? 
A. Yes, they were. 

Q. What proportion were men? 
A. What proportion were men? I ' d  say about one-third.  

How many people were rounded u.p i n  t h i s  group? 
I'd say about 45 o r  50. 
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A. All right. 

Q. So if you don't mind \,la1,ting around a fevi minutes--
A. All right. 

Q. --we will take a recess for a few minutes. 

(Colonel Wilson left the room at 17lW hours and upon 
his return at 1800 hours the interrogation continued as 
folloVls. ) 

Q,. I remind you you are still under oath. 
A. O. K. 

Q. Mr. Meadlo, you are advised that you 'are suspected 
of having committed a War crime, to wit: Wrongful destruction 
of a village and murder of Vietnamese cj.vilians. Your con­
stitutional rights are that you have a right to remain silent. 
Any statement you make may be used as evidence against you in 
a criminal trial. po you desire to make any further state­
ments? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you desire to give any testimony? , 
A. Anything that you \~ant to ask me I wipgive what 

I can give you and thatls it. 

Q. 
them if 

A. 

Then you l'Iill consent to the questi9ns and answer 
you desire? 

If I can answer them I will anS~Ter them. 

Q. So you will give testimony? 
A. Right. 

Q. HOI'; many people were rounded up in this group? 
A. I'd say about 45 or 50. 

Q. Were these mixed sex? 
A. Yes, they were. 

Q. ~fuat proportion were men? 
A. What proportion were men? lid say about one-third. 

'Q. Was this in the village? 
A. ,Yes, it was. 
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were you separated from your un i t ?  

That was Boyce and a fore'igner guy. 
e i t h e r .  Names j u s t  don ' t  s t i c k  with me. 

A. I was working with two o the r  people i n  my squad. 
I can ' t  f i g u r e  h i s  name 

Q, You mentioned i t  was i n  a f i e l d  before.  
A. Well, the  f i e l d  was--you know t h e  v i l l a g e  was 

going around l i k e  t h i s  here ( ind ica t ing j  and t h e  f i e l d  was 
r i g h t  i n  the  center .  

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

Q. 

A. Right.  

Q. 

If I gave you a r o s t e r  do you th ink  you could 
i d e n t i f y  him? 

,. 
(Colonel Wilson handed a r o s t e r  t o  the  witness . )  

Q. You mean there  was a c l ea r ing  i n  the  center  of the 

A. Right, there  was a c l ea r ing  i n  the center  of the  
v i l l age?  

v i l l a g e .  I 

36 
97 
38 
39 

Q. 
A. No, t h a t ' s  what we gathered up as we went through 

And LT Calley rounded these  people 'up? 

t h e  v i l l a g e  and tha t  is where we placed them a f t e r  we rounded 
them up,  Tha t ' s  where he sa id  t o  place them a t .  

A. Um-hum. (Pause) I remember Dursi. Dursi, James 
I mean he wasn't doing any f i r i n g  whatsoever on the Dursi. 

people. (Pause) Stanley was there ,  Harry Stanley.  Sirnone, 
he was there ,  too, S-I-M-0-N-E. 

Q. And LT Calley opened f i r e  on these people? 
A. I don ' t  th ink  I w i l l  answer t h a t  quest ion.  

,' 40 
41 
42 
43 
44 

I Q. Who e l s e  was with you a t  the  time? I 
A. There was a man named Boyce, B-0-Y-CrE. He was 

the  grenadier  and I c a n ' t  remember the  r e s t  ofi the  names. 
I J u s t  c a n ' t  remember thcm. 

Q. Was Torres there?  
A. Torres? I don't  remember if he was there  o r  no t .  

I remember t h a t  k i d  tha t  had a young f ace  t o  him. 
th ink  of h i s  name and I can ' t  recognize h i s  name on here  

I c a n ' t  

Q. Were you working with your squad a t  t h a t  time or 

45 even. 
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Q. You mentioned i t ~laS in a field before. 
A. Well, the field was--you know the village was ' 

going around like this here (indicating~ and the field was 
right in the center. 

Q. 
village? 

A. 
village. 

You mean there waS a clearing in the center of the 

Right, there was a clearing in the center of the 

I 
Q. And LT Calley rounded these people'up? 
A. No, that's what we gathered up "as ~le 'went through 

the village and that is where we,placed them after we rounded 
them up. That's where he said to place them at. 

Q. And LT Calley opened fire on these people? 
A. I don't think I will anSVler that questlon. 

Q. Who else was wlth you at the 
A. There was a man named Boyce, 

the grenadier and I can't remember the 
I just can't remember them. 

, 
time? 1 

B-O-Y-C,E. 
rest o~; the 

He waS 
names. 

Q. 
" ~Iere you 

A. 
That was 
either. 

Q. 
identify 

A. 

\'lere you working with your squad at that time or 
separated from your unit? , 
I was working with tVlo other people in my squad. 

Boyce and a fore'igner BUY. I can't figure 'his name 
Names just don't stick with me. 

If I gave you a roster do you think you could 
him? 
Right. 

Q. (Colonel Wilson handed a roster to the witness.) 
That's by grade. 

A. Um-hum. (Pause) I remember Dursi. Dursi, James 
Dursi. I mean he ~Iasn' t doing any firing whatsoever on the 
people. (Pause) Stanley was there, Harry Stanley. Simone, 
he was there, too, S-I-M-O-N-E. 

Q. Was Torres there? 
A. Torres? I don't remember if he was the'reor not. 

I remember that lcid that had a young face to him. I can't 
think of his name and I can't recognize his name on here 
even. 
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Q. . Was it  Terry? 
A. Terry? It might have been him. 

Q. Was it  Bernhardt? 
A. No. 

I /  I 
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Q. Terry was a Mormon, you know. 
A. Yes. 

Q. Was it  Gruver? 
A. I don ' t  remember i f  Trevino wa's there  01- n o t ,  

Sledge was there .  

Q. Who? 
A. S-L- E- D-G- E . 
Q. Was Sledge there  a t  the time t h i s  execut ion took 

place,  o r  were all of these people there a t  t h a t  time? 
A. 1. don ' t  t h ink  I will answer t h a t .  1 went t o  

Wood's funera l ,  John Wood. I went t o  h i s  funeral. jn Mich1e;an 
a f te r  I got back. H e  got k i l l e d  by a mine. 

Q. L e t  me read you some testimony. ' 
A. 0. K. 

.Q. 

1 

(Colonel Wilson reading a s  follows.)  

Q. Was Medloe's wound a r e s u l t  of the platoon I' 

l eader ' s  misjudgment? , . : . ., .: L i . : . .. 

31 
'32 

- z33 
34 
35 
36 
31 

; 38 
0 39 

- 40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

"A. I don' t  know. It--it was a r e s u l t  of a l o t  

"Q. 

of people 's  misjudgment I th ink .  . 
What do you mean by t h a t ?  ' 

"A. Well, what had happened i s  t h a t  Medloe was 
. .. .. car ry ing  the mine. sweeper; I had him car ry ing  i t .  

posedly mined. 

person i n  the  world with a mine sweeper. 

mine sweeper, o$ he .shouldn ' t  have had t h a t  job? 

And they were going up t o  H i l l  85 and it  wa.s sup- ., . 

And I had followed Medloe with the  
. , .-:,..m?ne. syeeper before,. and tie wasn't the. most carefu l . .  :' " -  

Q. I n  o the r  words, he shouldn ' t  have been a , 11 
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Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

·Was it Terry? 
Terry? It might have been him • 

Was it Bernhardt? 
No. 

Terry ~Ias a Mormon, you know. 
Yes. 

Q. Was it Gruver? 
A. I don I t remelilber if Trevino was there or not ~ 

Sledge lias there. 

Q. Who? 
A. S-L-E-D-G-E. 

Q. Was Sledge there at the time this execution took 
place, or were all of these people there at that time? 

. A. I don I t think I will answer that. I went to 
WOOdIS funeral, John \<Tood. I went to hls funeral ln Michlgan 
after I got back. He got killed by a mine'l 

Q. Let me read you some testimony. 
A. O. K. 

.Q. (Colonel \~ilson reading as follows.) 

"Q. \'las Medloe's !'Iound a result of the platoon 
leader's misjudgment? ..... , .... 

"A. I don't know. It--it ~Ias a result of a lot 
of people's misjudgment I think. 
• 

"Q. What do you mean by that?· 

"A. Well, what had happened is that Medloe was 
earrying the mine sweeper; I had him carrying it. 
And they ~Iere going up to Hill 85 and it was sup­
posedly mined. And I had follol1ed Medloe with the 
mine. s~!eeper be.fo;r'e,. and he wasn't the' most careful 
person in the world ~Iith a mine sweeper. 

"Q. In other ~/Ords, he shouldn't hav'e been a 
mine sweeper, o~ he shouldn't have had that job? 
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. "A. Well, it wasn't t h e  job of being a mine 
.sweeper. I t ' s  j u s t  tha t  somebody had t o  car ry  i t  
i n  the  meantime, and I had picked him t o  do i t  
because he was a p r e t t y  s t rong  boy. But, above 
tha t ,  I don ' t  kaoiv whether i t  was a misju.dgment 
o r  not .  Rut if it was, Calley was tak ing  an 
awful chance because he was r i g h t  behind him. 

A. He wasn't r i g h t  behind me. 

I 1  

Q. He was not? 
A. No, he wasn't .  

Q. (Colonel Wilson reading as f o l 1 . 0 ~ ~ .  ) 

"A. As a matter  of fact ,  he had powder burns 
all over ' h i s  face  and h i s  arms from the  explosion. 

A. That must have been from SGT Mitchel l .  

Q. No, t h a t  i ias Grzesik.  Do you remember if you 
said anything t o  LT Ca1l.e~ a f t e r  you were wounded? 

A. I th ink  I sa3.d something. I don' t  remember what 
i t  was. 1 don' t  know what i t  was. I was al.rflost out  o f  my 
head, I know t h a t .  
That is when I went out of my head t h e r e ,  
remember Grzesik up on t h a t  h i l l  e i t h e r .  I r e a l l y  don ' t .  

!I 

I 

I looked down and saw my foo t  was gone. 
I n  f a c t ,  I don ' t  

-- . .QL . Which squad. were .you in--the. .numb.er. of. .the# ..squad?- _ _  . -  

A. It was the  3d Squad. 

Q. Of which platoon? 
A. Of LT Cal ley ' s  platoon. 

Q. Did you ever see a d5.tch with a l o t  of bodies i n  it? 
A. Yes, I d i d .  

Q. ~ Did t h i s  d i t c h  have any r e l a t ionsh ip  t o  t h e  group 
t h a t  you were t a l k i n g  about, o r  was t h i s  another group of 
bodies? 

A. That was another group. 

Q. 

A. How t h e y  got there? Yes, they was pushed i n  the re  

Do you have any idea  what happened t o  t h i s  group. 
of bodies that  were ih  the  ditch--how they got there? 
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. "A. Well, it wasn't; the job Of being a mine 
·sweeper. It's just that somebody had to carry it 
in the meantj.me, and I had picked him to do it 
because he was a pretty strong boy. But, above 
that, I don't Jr.nO\1 whether it was a m:t.sjudgment 
or not. But if it \'las, Calley wastaklng an 
awful chance because he was right behj.nd hlm." 

A. He wasn't right behind me. 

Q. He was not? 
A. No ,. he wasn't. 

Q. (Colonel \<I11son readlng as follol'IS.) 

"A. ( As a matter of fact, he had powder burns 
allover his face and his arms from the explosion." 

A. That must have been from SGT Mitchell. 
, I 

Q. No, that was Grzesllc. Do you remember if you 
said anything to J~T Calley after you were wounded? 

A. I think I sald something. I don't remember \vha t 
it was. I don't knoll' what it was. I was almost out of my 
head, I kno\" that. I looked down and saw my foot was gone. 
That is when I went out of my head there. In fact, I don't 
remember Grzesik up on that hill either. I really don't. 

. _Q.~ .. ,. ~lhichsquad were you in--.the .number of .. the,.squad?··-., 
A. It was the 3d Squad. 

Q. Of which platoon? 
A. Of LT Calley's platoon. 

Q. Did you ever see a dltch ~lith a lot of bodies in it? 
A. Yes, I did. 

. Q •. ," Did this ditch h'ave any. relationship to the' grQup , .... 
that you were talking about , or was this anot-he-r group of 
bodies? . 

A. That was another group. 

Q. 
of bodies 

A. 

Do you have any idea t'/hat happened to this group. 
that were ih the ditch--how they got there? 
How they got there? Yes,. they ~/as pushed in there 
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and t o l d  t o  get o f f  i n ' t h e  d i t ch  and then they  was s t a r t e d  
t o  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d .  

Q. Who d i d  tha t ?  
A. I am not answering. 

i 

Q. Do you remember the  loca t ion  of t h i s  d i t c h  wi th  
re ference  t o  the  1ocatj.on of t he  vil lage--.north,  south, 
east, west? 

A. It was on the  nor th  s ide .  

Q. 
A. Yes, there  was. 

Q. D i d  you see one o r  more he l i cop te r s  come i n  and 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  
I 
I Q. On t h e  e a s t  s ide  of thc v i l l age?  

A. I d i d n ' t  see no he l icopters  come i n .  
/ 

Q. Wore testimony. (Colonel Wilson reading as 

, 

Was there  any water i n  t h i s  d i tch?  

makc a landing? 

fol lows .) 

"Q. Paul t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  you t o l d  him tha t  LT 

"A. I d idn ' t  see  anything. I th ink  it  might 

Calley machine-gu.nned a group of c i v i l i a n s .  

be a misphrasing of words. I d i d n ' t  see h i m  machine- 
gun any c iv i lkans .  

d id  t h i s ?  
"Q. Do you have any reason t o  bel ieve t h a t  he 

A. I was t o l d  he d i d  i t .  11 

"Q. Who t o l d  you? 

"A. Medloe. 

'I&.: ., Did Medloe say he saw it? 

"A. He vias .pre t ty  upset:. H e  was very upset., ' .  , . . a .  
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and told to get off in'the ditch and then they was started 
to getting killed. 

Q. ~lho did that? 
A. I am not answering. 

Q. Do you 
reference to the 
east, west? 

remember the location of this ditch with 
locatj.on of the village--·north, south,. 

on the north side.' I, A. It was 
: 

Q. \,las there any water in this ditch? 
A. Yes, there waS. 

Q. Did you see one or more helicopters come in and 
make a landing? 

A. No, I didn't. 

Q. On the east side of the village? 
A. I didn't see no helicopters come 

Q. More testimony. (Colonel Wilson 
follows. ) 

I 
in[ 

J 
reading as 

"Q. Paul testified that you told him that LT 
Calley machine-gunned a group of civilians. 

"A. I didn't see anything. I think it might 
be a misphrasing of words. I didn't see'him machine-
gun any civilians. . . 

"Q. Do you have any reason to believe that he 
did this? 

"A. I waS told he did it. 

"Q. Who told you? 

"A. Medloe. 

"Q. Did Medloe say he saw it? 

"A. HeVTaspretty upset. He was very upset·, 
as a matter of fact. 
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"Q. 

"A. When I came across  him i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  As 

So when d id  Medloe t e i l  you t h i s ?  

I say, he was r a t h c r  upse t .  I found him s i t t i n g  down 
on t h e  ground. He was j u s t  s i t t i n g  the re .  II 

D i d  you f e e l  t h a t  C Co went i n t o  t h i s  opera t ion  
with vengeance ox a get even a t t i t u d e  concerning anything 
that  happened i n  the  pas t?  

A. Yes, I d id .  

Q. 

A. From previous operat ions,  I th ink .  

Was t h i s  a t t i t u d e  developed f r b m  the' b r i e f ings  
o r  from previous operat ions? 

Q. 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. 

DO you r e c a l l  whether o r  not  t h i s  was y0v.r normal 
area of operat ions? 

Do you ever remember rece iv ing  an order  during 
the  day before you went t o  the  perimeter t h a t  s ta ted t o  
s t o p  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Yes. / 
Q. How- d i d  t h i s  order  come down? 
A. That we was supposed t o  have j u s t  k i l l e d  the  men 

and leave t h e  women and ch i ldren  alone and t h a t ' s  a l l  we 
was supposed t o  have done, and t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g  t h e  women 
and ch i ldren  and j u s t  k i l l  the  men. 

t h i s  one? 
-Q. How many combat a s s a u l t s  had you been on before 

A. I don't  remember now. 

Q. 

A. 

Was there  any d i f fe rence  i n  t h i s  opera t ion  and 

Yes, t he re  was a l o t  more t o  do on t h a t  opera t ion  
o the r  operat ions t h a t  you had pa r t i c ipa t ed  in?  

than  what there  was, 
never went through a v i l l a g e  and j u s t  s laughtered  the people.  

w i t h  LT Call.ey? 

We went through t h a t  v i l l a g e  and we 

Q. 

A. No. 

Q. 

Was SGT Mitchel l  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of t h i s  inc ident  

How were y w  separated from his--were you separa ted  
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"Q. So when did Medloe teil you this? 

itA. When I came across him in the 'village. As 
I say, he was rather upset. I found him sitting dOI'ln 
on the ground. He was just sitting there." 

Did you feel that C Co went into this operation 
with vengeance or a get even attitude concerning anything 
that happened in the past? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. 
or from 

A. 

Was this attitude developed 
previous operations? 

From previous operations, I 

from the' briefings 

think. 

Q. Do you recall 
operations? 

whether or not this was your normal 
area of 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. Do you ever remember receiving an order during 
the day before you went to the perimeter that stated to 
stop killing civilians? 

A. Yes. I 
Q. HoW' did this or del' come down? 
A. That we was supposed to have just killed the men 

and l,eave the women and children alone and that I s all we 
was supposed to have done, and to stop killing the women 
and children and just kill the men. 

"Q. How many combat assaults had you been on before 
this one? 

A. I don I t remember no~l. 

Q. Was there any difference in this operation and 
other operations that you had participated in? 

A. Yes, there was a lot more to do on that operation 
than what there was. We went through that village and we 
never went through a village and just slaughtered the people. 

Q. Was SGT Mitchell in the vicinity of this incident 
with LT Calley? 

A. No. 

Q. How were you separated from his--were you separ~ted 
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from h i s  squad then? 

we went out  we r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  s t i c k  toge ther .  We j u s t  went 
through there  and we j u s t  rounded up the  people and put them 
a l l  i n  one loca t ion  and then they were s laughtered.  

Q. Do you know how many times t h i s  happened? 
A. How many times? How ma.ny groups there  was? There 

A. Yes, I was. We were--I was, you know, most times 

was them two b ig  ones and then three  o r  four  small ones, I 
remember. 

Q. D i d  you see those? 
A. That ' s  what I seen. That ' s  what I remember see ing  
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Q. I am t r y i n g  t o  separa te  something you may have 

A. That i s  what I seen. 

Q. You sa id  four groups? 
A. 

heard from something you may have seen. 1 want t o  be sure .  
There i s  a b i g  d i f fe rence .  

Four o r  r i v e  l i t t l e  groups a f t e r  the  ,'big ones. 

29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
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.* 38 

Q. Was t h i s  a l l  i n  your platoon area? 
A. It was everywhere and i n  the  whole 'company a rea .  

Q. D i d  you see the  ac t ions  of the  2d Platoon? 
A. Yes, I d id .  I seen some of the  small ones t h a t  

Q. Was there  much discussion about t h i s  opera t ion  

A. I never d i d  make i t  back t o  Dott ie .  

Q. Oh, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  D i d  you run . in to  many people 

A. No, j u s t  the ones t h a t  were following me behind 

they ca r r i ed  out .  

a f t e r  it was over when you got back t o  Dottie? 

from the  company after you were wounded? 

t h e  mine de tec tor .  

Q. I meant s ince  you have been discharged. * .  

' from thetime I went t o  basic  t r a i n i n g  'wXth.'and werit.-to... - ' 

,Hawaii,with and then he got a t tached t o  t he  Headquart.er.s .., ~ 

. . .  , A. Since I have been discharged? I met another  .guy.. ~ . . ~  

Company and he was a t ruck  d r ive r  and I d idn ' t  mcet him too  
of ten  over i n  Vietnam,, j u s t  once i n  awhile. I seen  him tHe 
o the r  day and he l i v  
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from his squad then? 
A. Yes, I was. \ve were--I was, you lenol'l, most times 

we went out we really didn't stick together. We just went 
through there and ~le just rounded up the people and put them 
all in one location and then they were slaughtered. 

Q. Do you knovl how many times this happened? 
A. How many times? 

was them two big ones and 
remember. 

How me,ny groups there waS? There 
then three or four small ones, I 

Q. Did you see those? 
A. That's what I seen. That's what I remember ~eeing. 

Q. I am trying to separate something you may have 
heard from something you may have seen. I want to be sure. 
There is a big difference. 

A. That 'is what I seen. 

Q. You said four groups? ! 

A. Four or five little groups after the!big ones. 

Q. Was this all in your platoon area? 
A. It was everywhere and in the whole 'company area. 

Q. Did you see the actions of the 2d Platoon? 
A. Yes, I did. I seen some of the small ones that 

they carried out. ' 

Q. 
after it 

A. 

Q. 
from the 

, A. 
the mine 

Was there'much discussion about this 
was over when you got back to Dottie? 

I never did make it back to Dottie. 

operation 

Oh, that's right. 'Did you run_into many people 
company after you were wounded? 
No, just the ones that were following me behind 

detector. 

Q. I meant since you have been discharsed. • 
A. Since I have been discharged? I met another guy. 

from thetime I went to basic trainingw-1th' and went-to 
'Hawaii' with and then he got attached to the Headquart,ers 
Company and he was a truck driver and I didn't meet him too 
often over in Vietn~ just once in awhile. I seen him t~e 

other day and he livFnRndtf'fCI~eUSE ONLY 
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Q. Was he with C Co? 
A. No, he was with Headquarters Co. NOVJ he might 

have heard something about i t .  He might.  

Q. 
was? 

A. No, I don ' t .  I imagine i t  was well over 200 
though. 

Q. 
c leared  i t? 

A. J u s t  t o  he lp  burn it. 

Q. D i d  you rece ive  an order  t o  burn the  v i l l age?  
A. Yes. 

Do you know what the body count f o r  t h a t  opera t ion  

D i d  you ever go back through the  v i l l a g e  once you 

i 
I 

Q. Who was tha t  from? 
A. That would be from SGT Mi tche l l .  

Q. Was it  t o  burn a l l  of the  huts?  
A. I Jus t  t o  burn what we could because ye was g e t t i n g  

ready t o  move out and they sa3.d burn i t  so we,went back 
through there  and burned a s  much as poss ib le  and moved on 
out .  

Q. You d idn ' t  see Torres on t h i s  operat ion? 
A. No, I don ' t  remember. 

Q. You sa id  you were armed wi th  an M-79? 
A. No, M-16. 

Q. Oh, M-16. What was LT Calley armed W i t h ?  
A. M-16. 

Q. D i d  LT Calley open f i r e  on t h i s  group of Vietnamese? 
A. I am not going t o  answer t h a t .  

Q. M r .  Meadlo, do you have any f u r t h e r  information 

A. No, I don ' t .  
concerning the  matters  we have discussed? 

Q. 

A. - No, I don ' t .  

Do you have any f u r t h e r  statements t o  make regarding 
the  operation? 
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Q. Was he 11i th C Co? 
A. No, he was with Headquarters Co. Now he might 

have heard something about it. He might. 

was? 
Q. Do you know what the body count for that operation 

A. 
though. 

No, I don't. I imagine it vias well over 200 

Q. 
cleared 

A. 

Did you ever go back through the 
it? 

Just to help burn it. 

v'i11age 

I 
once you 

I 

Q. Did you receive an order to burn the village? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Viho vias that from? 
A. That would be from SGT Hitchell. 

Q. "'as it to bux'n all of the huts? 
A. Just to burnvlhat we could because we vias getting 

ready to move out and they sald burn it so wei went back 
through there and burned as much as possible and moved on 
out. 

Q. You didn't see Torres on this operation? 
A. No, I don't remember. ' 

Q. You said you were armed with an M-79? 
A. No, M-16. 

Q. Oh, M-16; What 'was LT Calley armedw'ith? 
A. M-16. 

Q. Did LT Calley open fire on this group of Vietnamese? 
A. I am not going to answer that .. 

Q. Mr. Mead10, do you have any further information 
concerning the matters we have discussed? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. Do you have any further statements to make regarding 
the operation? 

A. No, I don'~. 

,JOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY • 

1021 (MEADLO) 



i 

f 
1 
1 
I 

! 

1 
1 
1 
1. 
I. 
I !  
11 
I: 
II 
15 
2( 
21 
22 
22 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
SO' 
31 
92 
33 
34 

i I E - a L  & -  

35 
,98 -  
37 
98 
99 

" 41 
' 42 
, - 43 
.a 
45 

4d. 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Q. I want t o  remind you this is an o f f i c i a l  invcs- 

t i g a t j o n .  It i s  pr iv i leged  i n  the  sense t h a t  my repor t  
w i l l  be made t o  the  Chief of S t a f f  of the  Army for such 
use  as he deems appropr ia te .  You a r e  requested not  to 
discuss  t h i s  inves t iga t ion  o r  the  quest ions and answers 
covered during t h i s  period except as you otherwise may 
have a r i g h t  t o  do so i n  accordance wTth law. 

(The witness was excused. ) 
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Q. I want to remind you this 1s an official inves­

tigaM,on. It is privileged in the sense that my report 
w:lll be made to the Chief of Staff of the Army for such 
'use as he deems appropriate. You are requested not to 
discuss this investigation or the questions and anSI'lers 
covered during this period except as you otherl'lise may 
have a right to do so in accordance I'lith law. 

(The witness was excused.) 

(The foregoing testimony of Mr. Paul D. Meadlo Itas 
taken stenographically and transcribed by Albert F. Smith. 
Supervisory Shorthand Reporter, Office Of The Inspector 
General, Headquarters; Department of the' Army.) 
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