
FOR O F F I C I A L  USE: ONLY * t ,<f i  

me o u t ,  b u t  he  l e t  me know i n  no u n c e r t a i n  terms t h a t  t h i s  
number of c i v i l i a n s  i n  an o p e r a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s ,  
of  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  of f i r e ,  was unaccep tab le .  
d i r e c t e d  t o  f u r t h e r  
f e e l  t h a t  any th ing  f u r t h e r  was d i c t a t e d  by t h e  in fo rma t ion  
t h a t  I had a t  t h a t  t ime .  
was t h e  n e x t  t h i n g  I heard  about  t h i s .  And t h i s  was a re- 
p o r t ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h i s  a t tachment  was t h e  one 
E x h i b i t  R-1 handed t h e  w i t n e s s  by t h e  10). 
t h i s  one o r  a l e t t e r .  
r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  d a t e d  2 4  A p r i l .  

r e g a r d l e s s  
I was n o t  

i n q u i r y  n o r  d i d  I ,  as t h e  commander, 

On o r  about  t h e  middle o f  A p r i l  

( l o o k i n g  a t  
I t  was e i t h e r  

This  s t a t e m e n t  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  my 

Q. Whose s t a t e m e n t  i s  t h a t ?  

A. This  s t a t c v c n t  came from t h e  Quang Ngai -Province  
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  I t  was d e l i v e r e d  t o  my S 2 ,  who was t h e n  
L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BLACKLCDGE. I do n o t  know how he g o t  
t h e  r e p o r t  e x c e p t  I b e l i e v e  i t  was through o u r  l i a i s o n  o f -  
f i c e r  from my 52d M I  Detachment. I had a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  
s t a t i o n e d  a t  Quang Ngai ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h e  r e p o r t ,  t o  m e ,  
was t h a t  t h i s  w a s  b rought  t o  Duc Pho, my h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  by 
my MI agen t  I had up t h e r e  as l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  One of  t h e  
paragraphs  i n  t h i s  s ta tement - -  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' d  l i k e - - t h e r e  a r e  a c t u a l l y  t w o  
i n c l o s u r e s  i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  keep  o u r  a t -  
t e n t i o n  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e  and t h e n  w e  can go 
t o  t h e  second one. 

A.  T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  on t h e  t o p  i s  a s t a t e m e n t  by, I 
b e l i e v e ,  my 52d M I  Detachment; and the o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t ,  a VC 
propaganda message, which I w i l l  r e fe r  t o  as t h e  second i n -  
c l o s u r e ,  was f i r s t  b rough t  t o  m e .  I t  w a s  i n  Vietnamese, and 
my 5 2 ,  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, t u r n e d  t o  one paragraph  
i n  h e r e  and po in ted  o u t  t o  me t h a t  t h i s  concerns  t h e  opera-  
t i o n s  which were named wrong o r  were i n  t h e  wrong d i s t r i c t ,  b u t  
o r a l l y  I had been t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  r e l a t e s  t o  American t r o o p s  
k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  
I asked Colonel  BLACKLEDGE t o  have our M I  detachment  g e t  t h i s  
e n t i r e  message t r a n s l a t e d  for me. When t h e  message was 
t r a n s l a t e d  it came back w i t h ,  from my M I  de tachment ,  w i t h  
t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  on t o p  of it. 

Q. 

SO 

m o  headed your  M I  de tachment ,  the  52d? 
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me out, but h e l e t me k now in no unc e rtain terms that th' 
b f " 1 ' , l.S num er o · Cl.Vl. l.ans l.n an operation like this regardl 

f th ' t ' f f ' ,ess o. e l.n e ns l. t y 0 l.re , vias un a c cep t able. I was not 
dl.re cte d t o f ur the r my inquiry nor did I as the command 
fe e l tha t any t h i ng f Urthe r was dictated ~y the informati~~' 
that I had at tha t t l. me, On or about the middle of April 
was the n e xt tlll. ng I heard about t his . And this was a r e ­
port,.and I be l ieve thi s a t tachme n t wa s the one (looking at 
EX~l.bl.t R-l h a nded t he witnes s by t he 10) . It was either 
thl.s one o r a l e t te r: This statement is attached to my 
report of l.nves tl. gatl. o n, dated 24 April. 

Q. Whose s tat e ment is that? 

A. Thi s s t a t ement came f rom the Quang Ngai 'province 
headquarters. I t \'las delivered to my S2 , who was then 
Lieutenant Colonel BIJACKLEDGE . I do not know how he got 
the r e port except I belie ve it wa s through our liaison of­
ficer from my 52 d MI Detachment. I had a liaison officer 
stationed at Quang Ngai, and I believe the r e port, to me, 
was that this was brought to Due Pho, my headquarters, by 
my HI agent I ha d up the re a s liaison officer. One of the 
paragraphs in this statement--

Q. (Interposing) I'd like--the re are actually two 
inclosure s if I'm not mistake n. I'd like to keep our at­
tention directe d a t the fir s t inclos ure and then we can go 
to the s e cond onc . 

A. This state ment on the top is a statement by, I 
believe, my 52d MI De tachment; and the othe r s tate ment, a VC 
propaganda mes s age , which I will refer to as the second in­
closure, was first brought to me. It ,vas in Vi e tnamese, and 
my S2, Lieutenant Colonel BLACKLEDGE, turned to one paragraph 
in here and po inte d out to me that this concerns the opera­
tions which we r e name d wrong or were in the wrong district , but 
orally I had b een t o ld that this relate s to Ame rican troops 
killing civilians in tha t particular operational area . So 
I asked Colone l BLACKLEDGE to have our MI de tachment get this 
entire message translatco for me. When t h e message wa~ 
translated it came back with, from my MI detachment , w~th 
this statement on top of it. 

Q. Who headed your HI detachment, the 52d? 
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A. 1 b e l i e v e  it was a Major FLCTCIIER. 

Q.  Would you r ead  t h e  f i r s t  paragraph? 

A .  "This s t a t emen t  is  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  l e t t e r  from 
the Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  Quancj Ngai Province c h i e f ,  
s u b j e c t :  A l l i e d  Forces  Gathered People of My L a i  V i l l a g e  
f o r  K i l l i n g ,  d a t e d  11 A p r i l  1 9 6 8 . "  

Q .  Proceed wi th  the second paragraph.  

A .  
t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  of Son My V i l l a g e  con ta in ing  t h e  compla in t  
of t h e  k i l l i n g  of 450 c i v i l i a n s  i n c l u d i n g  c h i l d r e n  and women 
by American t r o o p s .  The v i l l a g e ' c h i e f  a l l e g e d  t h a t  an American 
u n i t  o p e r a t i n g  i n  the area on 1 6  March 1 9 6 8  ga the red  and k i l l e d  
t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  wi th  t h e i r  own pe r sona l  weapons. The i n c i d e n t  
took p l a c e  i n  t h e  hamlets  of T u  Cung and Co Luy l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of Son Tinh Distr ic t .  According t o  the v i l l a g e  
c h i e f  t h e  American u n i t  ga the red  400 c i v i l i a n s  i.n T u  Cong ham- 
l e t  and k i l l e d  them. Then moved t o  Co Luy hamlet .  A t  t h i s  
l o c a t i o n  t h e  u n i t  ga the red  90 mom c i v i l i a n s  and k i l l e d  them." 

Q.  And t h a t  w a s  d e l i v e r e d  t o  you about when? 

A. About mid-April was t h e  b e s t  I r e c o l l e c t .  

Q. 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. 
w i t h  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  cover  l e t t e r ,  unsigned? 

A. I t  came back t o  my S2. It d i d n ' t  come t o  
m e  p e r s o n a l l y ,  no,  sir. 

Q. What d i d  you do about i t ?  

A .  I immediately went  t o  Colonel  TOAN who commanded 
the 2d ARVN Div i s ion .  I d o n ' t  r eca l l  i f  it was t h a t  day or  
the nex t  day ,  b u t  it w a s  w i t h i n  a very s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  
I would s a y  w i t h i n  24 t o  36 hours  I went  t o  Colonel  TOAN who 
commanded t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  i n  Quang Ngai w i t h  a copy O f  
the VC propaganda message, and t o l d  Colonel  TOAN t h a t  I was 

"The Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ief  r ece ived  a l e t t e r  from 

And you had i t  t r a n s l a t e d  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

And i t  came back t o  you from your M I  detachment 

T h a t ' s  my n e x t  ques t ion .  
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A. I believe it was a Major FLETCHER. 

Q. Ivould you read the first parilgraph? 

A. "This statement is in reference to letter from 
the Son T inh Dis tric t chief to the Quang Ngai Province chief, 
slillject: Allied Forces Gathered People of My Lai Village 
for Killing, dated 11 April 1968." 

Q. Proceed with the second paragraph. 

A. "The Son 'l'inh District chief received a letter from 
the village chief of Son My Village containing the complaint 
of the killing of 450 civilians including children and women 
by American troops. The village 'chief alleged that an American 
unit operating in the area on 16 March 1968 gathered and killed 
these ci vi lians wi th their own personal weapons. 'l'he incident 
took place in the hamlets of Tu Cung and Co LUy located in the 
eastern portion of Son Tinh District. According to the village 
chief the American unit gathered 400 civilians in Tu Cong ham­
let and killed them. Then moved to Co Luy hamlet. At this 
location the unit gathered 90 more civilians and killed them." 

Q. And that was delivered to you about when? 

A. About mid-April was the best I recollect. 

Q. And you had it translated at that time? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And it came back to you from your MI detachment 
with that particular cover letter, unsigned? 

A. It came back to my S2. It didn't come to 
me personally, no, sir. 

Q. \1hat did you do about it? That's my next question. 

A. I immediately went to Colonel TOAN who commanded 
the 2d ARVN Division. I don't recall if it was that day or 
the next day, but it was wi thin a very short period of time. 
I would say within 24 to 36 hours I went to Colonel TOAN who 
commanded the 2d ARVN Division in Quang Ngai with a copy of 
the VC propaganda message, and told Colonel TOAN that I was 
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very  much d i s t u r b e d  about  t h i s  and t h a t  d i d  he  have any 
knowlcdgc o r  in fo rma t ion  t h a t  I d i d  n o t  have concern ing  
t h i s ?  Had he had any such r e p o r t s ?  Colonel  TOAN t o l d  m e  
t h a t  he had r ece ived  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  day o r  t w o  a d i r e c t i v e  
from General  LAX of I Corps tha t - - fo rward ing  a l e t t e r  tha t - -  
I b e l i e v e  a t  t h a t  t ime me--that t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  had w r i t t e n  
a l e t t e r  to General  LAM b u t  I - - t h i s  d o e s n ' t  j i b e  i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  it, b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  way I r e c o l l e c t  it. H e  t o l d  me t h a t  
G e n e r a l  LAM had s e n t  him a l e t t e r  o r  a copy of t h i s  VC propa- 
ganda message and asked him t o  have h i s  peop le  look i n t o  it. 
Th i s  was t h e  d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  he had g o t t e n  from General  LAM 
t o  look i n t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I t o l d  Colonel  TOAN t h a t  I w a s  
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very much disturbed about this and 'that did he have any 
knowledge or information that I did not have concerning 
this? Had he had any such reports? Colonel TOAN told me 
that he had received within the last day or two a directive 
from General LMl of I Corps that--forwarding a letter that-­
I believe at that time me--that the village chief had written 
a letter to General LN1 but I--tilis doesn't jibe in relation 
to it, but this is the way I recollect it. He told me that 
General LAM had sent him a letter or a copy of this VC propa­
ganda message and asked him to have his people look into it. 
This was the directive that he had gotten from General LN1 
to look into this incident'. I told Colonel TOAN that I was 
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very much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  t h i n g  and t h a t  when he looked 
i n t o  t h i s  I would make a v a i l a b l e  t o  him a b a t t a l i o n  o r  any 
number o f  t roops  t o  go i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  and h e l p  him secure 
i t  w h i l e  it was looked i n t o .  

Colonel  TOLN s a i d :  " N O .  Th is  i s  VC propaganda. There 
i s  no t r u t h  t o  t h i s ,  a b s o l u t e l y  no t ru - th  t o  t h i s . "  

And I s a i d :  "Well, b u t  you a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g ? "  

He s a i d :  "No, I ' v e  t o l d  Colonel  KIIIEN of t h e  Quang Ngai 
P rov ince  t o  hand le  it. 'I 

So I d o n ' t  recal l - - I  d o n ' t  remember who was w i t h  m e .  I 
b e l i e v e ,  a g a i n ,  Major MCKNIGNT was w i t h  m e  on my v i s i t  t o  
Colonel  TOAN. But i f  a t  any t i m e  he g o t  any more i n f o r m a t i o n  
than  what I had on t h i s  t h i n g - - t h a t  I ,  t o o ,  had had such 
a l l e g a t i o n s  and t h a t  I ,  too ,  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  f e r r e t  o u t  t h e  
t r u t h - - t h a t  I would a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  he  would l e t  m e  know 
about  i t  and t h a t  my t r o o p s  were a v a i l a b l e  any t i m e  t o  h e l p  
him go i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  o r  t o  arrive a t  t h e  t r u t h .  And as I 
mentioned, Colonel TOAN s t a t e d  no, he  was n o t  go ing  t o .  H e  
had forwarded it t o  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  K H I E N ,  t h e  Quang Ngai 
p rov ince  c h i e f ,  t o  handle  t h e  matter. That  i s  t h e  way he 

2 p u t  it. -GO 
Q. From your  knowledge of t h e  ARVN c h a i n  o f  command, 
what would have been t h e  p r o p e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. D i d  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  report t o  Genera l  TOAN? 

A. H e  was not--he did n o t  r e p o r t  t o  him, no ,  under 
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  however, t h e y  c o l l a b o r a t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  
i n  t h i s  pa r t i cu la r  province .  
d e f e r r e d  t o  Colonel  TOAN on many matters. 

Q. I ' l l  r e f r e s h  your  memory somewhat by s a y i n g  t h a t  
i t  w a s  about t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a s h i f t .  
That  i s ,  a t  one t i m e  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f s  had been under t h e  
m i l i t a r y  commander. But subsequen t ly ,  t h e y  w e r e  given a 
h i g h e r  deg ree  of independence t o  o p e r a t e  as p r o v i n c e  c h i e f s  
under  t h e  C e n t r a l  M i n i s t r y .  M i l i t a r i l y ,  however, t h e y  re- 
p o r t e d  to t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  commander. 

A. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  how t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
was between Colonel TOAN and Colonel  K H I E N ,  a l t hough  I know 
when I t a l k e d  about  o t h e r  matters t o  them i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  b o t h  
seemed t o  b e  k e p t  w e l l  aware of what w a s  go ing  on. 

cr., 
2-1 

And I know t h a t  Co lone l  K H I E N  
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very much interested in this thing and that when he looked 
into this I would make available to him a battalion or any 
number of troops to go into this area and help him secure 
it while it was looked into. 

Colonel TOfu") said: "No. This is VC p.Lopaganda. There 
is no truth to this, absolutely no tru·th to this." 

And I said: "Well, but you are investigating?" 

He said: "No, I've told Colonel KillEN of the Quang Ngai 
Province to handle it." 

So I don't recall--I don't remember who was with me. I 
believe, again, Major HCKNIGHT was with me on my visit to 
Colonel TOAN. But if at any time he got any more information 
than what I had on this thing--that I, too, had had such 
allegations and that I, too, was trying to ferret out the 
truth--that I would appreciate it if he would let me know 
about it and that my troops were available any time to help 
him go into this area or to arrive at the truth. And as I 
mentioned, Colonel TOAN stated no, he was not going to. He 
had forwarded it to Lieutenant Colonel KHIEN, the Quang Ngai 
province chief, to handle the matter. That is the way he 
put it. 

Q. 
what would 
this? 

A. 

Q. 

From your knowledge of the ARVN chain of command, 
have been the proper headquarters to investigate 

I don't know. 

Did the province chief report to General TOAN? 

A. He was not--he did not report to him, no, under 
the organization, however, they collaborated considerably 
in this particular province. And I know that Colonel KHIEN 
deferred to Colonel TOAN on many matters. 

Q. I'll refreSh your memory somewhat by saying that 
it was about this point in time that there was a shift. 
That is, at one time the province chiefs had been under the 
military commander. But subsequently, they were given a 
higher degree of independence to operate as province chiefs 
under the Central Ministry. Militarily, however, they re­
ported to the local military commander. 

A. I'm not positive how this relationship 
was between Colonel TOAN and Colonel KHIEN, although I know 
when I talked about other matters to them individually, both 

<:) seemed to be kept well aware of what was going on. 
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Q.  Did you r e p o r t ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h i s  new i n f o r -  
mation t h a t  you had t o  General KOSTER o r  t o  your  d i v i s i o n  
headquar t e r s?  

A. I s e n t  a copy of t h i s  t o  d iv is ion- -of  whatever 
I had. 

Q .  I t a k e  it t h a t  t h a t  i s  around 1 4  A p r i l  
t h a t  you r ece ived  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  of  pape r .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you r e p o r t  t h i s  new informat ion  and t h e  new 
a l l ega t ions  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  General KOSTER o r  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  
Div is ion?  

A. I s e n t  a copy of t h a t  t o  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. A t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q.  And, also, subsequen t ly  as an a t tachment  t o  y o u r  
r e p o r t  which w e  have as an i n c l o s u r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I n  my mind, my sending  t h i s  pape r  t o  
d iv is ion- -and  I ' l l  e x p l a i n  t h a t  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a te r - -was  what 
prompted General  KOSTER t o  have General  YOUNG have me p r e p a r e ,  
i n  w r i t i n g ,  my s o - c a l l e d  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which t o  me 
w a s  a summary of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. T h a t ' s  what I want t o  ge t  down to .  

A. When I f i n i s h e d  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  w i t h  General  TOAN, 
I immediately went ove r  t o  Colonel  K M I E N ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  which 
w a s  s t i l l  i n  Quang Ngai C i t y  and went o u t  and m e t  w i t h  M r .  
MAY, who w a s  a c i v i l i a n  a d v i s o r ;  and I b e l i e v e  I m e t  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  G U I N N ,  who w a s  t h e  deputy ad- 
v i s o r  t h e r e ,  and told--and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which one was p r e s e n t ,  
b u t  one o r  t h e  o t h e r  of t h e s e  t w o  gentlemen were p r e s e n t .  
I t o l d  them I had n o t  y e t  had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  meet Colonel 
K H I E N  and I wanted t o  pay a c o u r t e s y  c a l l  on him, and a t  the 
same t i m e  I wanted t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  a g a i n s t  U . S .  
t r o o p s .  They got  me an appointment ,  and I went i n  and s a w  
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Q. Did you report, at that time, this new infor-
mation that you had t o Ge ne r a l KOS~'ER or to your division 
headquarters? 

A. I sent a copy of this to division--of whatever 
I had. 

Q. I take it that that is around 14 April 
that you received th a t particular piece of paper. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you report this new information and the new 
allegations at that time to General KOSTER or to the Americal 
Division? 

A. I sent a copy of that to division. 

Q. At that time? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And, also, subsequently as an attachment to your 
report which we have as an inclosure? 

A. Yes, sir. In my mind, my sending this paper to 
division--and I'll explain that a little bit later--was what 
prompte d General KOSTER to have General YOUNG have me prepare, 
in writing, my so-called report of investigation which to me 
was a summary of the incident. 

Q. That's what I want to get down to. 

A. When I finished discussing this with General TOAN, 
I immediately went over to Colonel KHIEN's headquarters which 
was still in Quang Ngai City and went out and met with Mr. 
MAY, who was a civilian advisor; and I believe I met for the 
first time Lieutenant Colonel GUINN, who was the deputy ad­
visor there, and told--and I'm not sure which one was present, 
but one or the other of these two gentlemen were present. 
I told them I had not yet had an opportunity to meet Colonel 
KHIEN and I wanted to pay a courtesy calIon him, and at the 
same time I wanted to discuss this allegation against U.S. 
troops. They got me an appointment, and I went in and saw 
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Colonel  KHIEN and we h a d  a cup of  c o f f e e ,  and I e x p l a i n e d  
t o  him my r e g r e t  and how d i s t u r b e d  I w a s  ove r  t h i s  t h i n g ,  
and t h a t  I wanted t o  g e t  t o  t h e  bottom of  i t ,  and i f  t h e r e  
was any t r u t h  t o  i t  I would make t r o o p s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  go 
w i t h  h i s  W / P F  f o r c e s ,  o r  any o t h e r  f o r c e s ,  i n t o  t h e  area 
if he was going  t o  conduct s u c h  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  And he  
said--and I b e l i e v e  he t o l d  m e  t h i s  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he  
had t a l k e d  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  o r  he had been a p p r i s e d  
of  a l e t t e r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f - - t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  
w a s  w r i t i n g  VC propaganda. The v i l l a g e  c h i e f  d i d  n o t  
l i v e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  t h i s  was completely VC propaganda, 
and t h a t  he was actua1l.y going t o  conduct  a counterpropa-  
ganda move o p e r a t i o n  t o  answer t h i s .  He d i d  n o t  con- 
s i d e r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t e .  I a g a i n  t o l d  him t h a t  
i f  any th ing  shou ld  change h i s  mind, t h a t  i f  he  d i d  ge t  any 
a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  on t h i s ,  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  know 
a b o u t  it, and t h a t  my s e r v i c e s  were a v a i l a b l e  t o  him as  w e l l  
as my t r o o p s  t o  go i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  a g a i n  i f  h e  d e s i r e d .  
Concurren t  w i t h  my t a l k  w i t h  Genera l  TOAN and Colonel  
KIIIEN about  t h i s  t h i n g ,  I s e n t  a copy of  it t o  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. How w a s  it t r a n s m i t t e d ?  

A.  Through S 2  channels .  

Q. Was it t r a n s m i t t e d  by te lecommunicat ions o r  w a s  
a copy of the-- 

w i t h  a copy of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Vietnamese w a s  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  
d i v i s i o n .  

Q. By c o u r i e r ?  

A .  By c o u r i e r ,  y e s ,  s i r .  One s t a t e m e n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
I - - t h i s  i s  n o t  an excuse o r  anything--I  w a s  wounded on 23 
March i n  t h e  l e g  and €or  about  3 o r  4 weeks I w a s  on 
c r u t c h e s .  My l e g  was i n  a cas t  w i t h  a broken bone. 

Q. 
A: I con t inued  t o  command t h e  brigade. I t o l d  General 
KOSTER I ' d  fough t  too h a r d  t o  g e t  command of  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  and 
I would n o t  l e t  t h i s  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  my o p e r a t i o n s  and 
my command. 

0 

(3 
-I,  s. 
L) A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A copy of  t h e  t r a n s l a t e d  material 
-4 

Who commanded t h e  b r i g a d e  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d ?  

And he  s t a t e d  h e ' d  t a k e  a chance and i f  i t  
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Colonel KillEN and we had a cup of coffee, and I explained 
to him my reg re t and hov! disturbed I was over this thing, 
and that I wanted to get to the bottom of it, and if the re 
~las any truth to it I '"ould make troops available to go 
with his RF/PF forces, or any other forces , into the area 
if he was going to conduct such an investigation. And he 
said--and I believe he told me this at the time that he 
had talked to the village chief or he had been apprised 
of a letter from the vi llage chie f·--that the vi llage chief 
was writing VC propaganda. The village chief did not 
live in the village, that this was completely VC propaganda, 
and that h e was actually going to conduct a counterpropa­
ganda move operation to answer this. He did not con-
sider an investigation appropriate. I again told him that 
if anything should change his mind, that if he did get any 
additiona l information on this, that I would like to know 
about it, and that my services were available to him as well 
as my troops to go into that village again if he desired. 
Concurrent with my talk with General TOAN and Colonel 
KHIEN about this thing, I sent a copy of it to division. 

Q. How was it transmitted? 

A. Through S2 channels. 

Q. Was it transmitted by telecommunications or was 
a copy of the--

A. (Interposing) A copy of the translated material 
with a copy of the original Vietnamese was transmitted to 
division. 

Q. By courie r? 

A. By courier, yes, sir. One statement at this time. 
I--this is not an excuse or anything--I was wounded on 23 
March in the leg and for about 3 or 4 weeks I was on 
crutches. My leg was in a cast with a broken bone. 

Q. Who commanded the brigade during that period? 

A. I continued to command the brigade. I told General 
KOSTER I'd fought too hard to get command of the brigade, and 
I would not let this interfere with my operations and 
my command. And he stated he'd take a chance and if it 
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g o t  worse though,  I was t o  inform h i m  r i g h t  away. I was 
up i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  d a i l y  a f t e r  t h i s ,  b u t  I was n o t  o u t  of 
my h e l i c o p t e r  as much as I would have been if I were walk- 
i n g  on my l e g s .  When I went t o  General TOAN--or Colonel  
TOAN, and Colonel KKIEN--Lieutenant Colonel KIIIEN-- 

Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was i t  Colonel  TOAN o r  General 

A .  H e ' s  g e n e r a l  now, b u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  h e  was a 
c o l o n e l .  

Q .  Commanding t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion?  

A. Y e s .  

Q .  Okay. 

A. I was on c r u t c h e s  and had my l e g  i n  a cast ,  and 
it came o u t  of t h e  cast--and t h i s  i s  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I ' m  n o t  
t o o  c e r t a i n  about  t h i s  1 4  A p r i l  t r a n s l a t i o n .  I t  seems t o  m e  
it came o u t  of t h e  c a s t  a t  t h e  end of  3 weeks which would have 
made it j u s t  about  on t h i s  d a t e .  But s t i l l  I know I w a s  i n  my 
c a s t  when I was up i n  bo th  of  t h e i r ' h e a d q u a r t e r s .  
n0.t t o o  c e r t a i n  on t h i s ,  t h e  t i m e .  But t h e n  2 ,  3 days 
a f t e r  I had spoken t o  Colonel  TOAN and t o  Colonel  K H I E N ,  
General  YOUNG came down and s a i d  t h a t  General  KOSTER wants  
you to--and it was n o t  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  because  I 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  asked:  "Does he  want t h i s  opened a g a i n  and a n  
in fo rma l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted?",  and General  YOUNG s a i d :  
" N o .  T h i s  paper  you s e n t  up, t h i s  VC propaganda message, h a s  
t r i p p e d  h i s  memory h e r e  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and he  j u s t  wants some 
backup i n  t h e  f i l e s  h e r e  i f  any th ing  f u r t h e r  shou ld  deve lop  on 
t h e  m a t t e r .  So p rov ide  him w i t h  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t . "  A s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  I wrozce from my notebook n o t e s  t h a t  I had 
t aken  down when TI-IOMPSON had r e l a t e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  m e .  I 
had p u t  h i s  name and some of t h e  sen tences  i n  a notebook and 
when I t a l k e d  t o  MEDINA I p u t  s en tences  o r  c r y p t i c  s t a t e m e n t s  
i n  t h e  notebook. I had a notebook. I p u l l e d  t h i s  notebook 
o u t  and w r o t e  t h i s ,  which i s  exh ib i t - - an  unnumbered e x h i b i t  
( E x h i b i t  R - 1 )  and forwarded it .to d i v i s i o n  on o r  about  24 
A p r i l .  

Q. 
A. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I d i d  n o t  because when I asked  
General  YOUNG t h e  purpose of t h i s ,  General  YOUNG impl i ed  
t h a t  it was merely t h a t  I had provided  my o r a l  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  
when t h e  VC propaganda message had been d e l i v e r e d  up to 
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got worse though, I was to inform him right away. I was 
up in a helicopter daily after this, but I was not out of 
my helicopter as much as I would have been if I were walk­
ing on my legs. Hhen I went to General TOAN--or Colonel 
TOAN, and Colonel KHIEN--Lieutenant Colonel KllIEN--

Q. 
TOAN? 

A. 
colonel. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

(Interposing) \,as it Colonel 1~OAN or General 

Re's general now, but at that time he was a 

Commanding the 2d ARVN Division? 

Yes. 

Okay. 

A. I was on crutches and had my leg in a cast, and 
it came out of the cast--and this is the point that I'm not 
too certain about this 14 April translation. It seems to me 
it came out of the cast at the end of 3 weeks which would have 
made it just about on this date. But still I know I was in my 
cast when I was up in both of their headquarters. So I'm 
not too certain on this, the time. But then 2, 3 days 
after I had spoken to Colonel TOAN and to Colonel KRIEN, 
General YOUNG came down and said that General KOSTER wants 
you to--and it was not make an investigation because I 
specifically asked: "Does he want this opened again and an 
informal investigation conducted?", and General YOUNG said: 
"No. This paper you sent up, this VC propaganda message, has 
tripped his memory here a little bit, and he just wants some 
backup in the files here if anything further should develop on 
the matter. So provide him with a written report." As a 
result of this I wrote from my notebook notes that I had 
taken down when THOMPSON had related the incident to me. I 
had put his name and some of the sentences in a notebook and 
when I talked to MEDINA I put sentences or cryptic statements 
in the notebook. I had a notebook. I pulled this notebook 
out and wrote this, whiCh is exhibit--an unnumbered exhibit 
(Exhibit R-l) and forwarded it to division on or about 24 
April. 

Q. But did you make any additional investigation? 

A. At that time I did not because when I asked 
General YOUNG the purpose of this, General YOUNG implied 
that it was merely that I had provided my oral report, that 
when the VC propaganda message had been delivered up to 
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d i v i s i o n ,  that--and I ' m  u n c e r t a i n  as t o  what e x a c t l y  he d i d  
t e l l  me, b u t  I know I asked him, "Was a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t o  be conducted,"  and he s a i d :  "No, i t  was merely p u t  your  
r e p o r t  o r  d e s c r i b e  tho  i n c i d e n t  i n t o  a pape r  f o r  d i v i s i o n . "  
And w i t h  t h i s  I prepared  what I termed a r e p o r t  of  i nves -  
t a t i o n  which I acknowledge loud  and c lear  i s  n o t  a r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q .  May I see t h e  paper? 

( E x h i b i t  R - 1  handed t o  I0 by w i t n e s s . )  

I would l i k e  t o  s p e c i f i c a l 1 . y  r e f r e s h  your  memory 
t o  one s t a t e m e n t  that: i t  makcs. I t  s a y s ,  " I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  
L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  Frank BARKER, t a s k  f o r c e  commander: Major 
Char l e s  CALHOUN, t a s k  force 53; Cap ta in  E r n e s t  MEDINA, CO, 
C/1 /20;  and Capta in  MICHLES, CO, B / 4 / 3 ,  r e v e a l  t h a t  a t  no 
time were any c i v i l i a n s  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  and k i l l e d  by U . S .  
s o l d i e r s . "  When you i n c l u d e d  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  were you 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  your  p r e v i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  them back on 1 6  
and 1 7  March, o r  are t h e s e  new i n t e r v i e w s ?  

A. These are bo th .  Because I d i d  go  back up t o  LZ 
D o t t i e .  When t h a t  i n c l o s u r e  t h e r e  f i r s t  came t o  l i g h t  and 
when I went t o  see Colonel  TOAN and Colonel  K H I E N ,  t hey  showed 
m e  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  t h a t  had a lso been 
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Eng l i sh  which I had n o t  s e e n  before--1 do n o t  
believe I had s e e n  b e f o r e .  And t h i s  l e t t e r  a l l e g e d  t h a t  U . S .  
forces had ,  on two occas ions ,  and t h e y  named t h e  d a t e  of late 
February  on a p r e v i o u s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  area and t h e  16th O f  
March, had moved i n  on an  o p e r a t i o n  and had k i l l e d  i n n o c e n t  
c i v i l i a n s .  I n  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  also, it s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  
forces had g a t h e r e d  up groups of c i v i l i a n s  f o r  a t o t a l  k i l l  
o f  4 7 0 ,  and t h e y  had broken them o u t  by two o p e r a t i o n s  i n  
t h i s  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ' s  l e t te r  t o  t h e  d i s t s i c t .  

Q. D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  had  t h i s  l e t t e r  then?  

A. No, i t  w a s  over--1 s a w  t h i s  l e t t e r  
a t  Quang Ngai. 

Q.  I n  which h e a d q u a r t e r s ?  

A. I n  Colonel KHIEN's h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

Q. I n  t h e  province c h i e f ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s ?  
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division, that--and I'm uncertain as to what exactly he did 
tell me, but I know I asked him, "Was a formal investigation 
to be conducted," and he said: "No, it was merely put your 
report or describe the incident into a paper for division." 
And with this I prepared what I termed a report of inves­
tation which I acknmvledge loud and clear is not a report 
of investigation. 

Q. May I see the paper? 

(Exhibit R-l handed to 10 by witness.) 

I would liles to specifically refresh your memory 
to one statement that it makes. It says, "Interviews with 
Lieutenant Colonel Frank BARKER, task force commander; Major 
Charles CALHOUN, task force 53; Captain Ernest MEDINA, CO, 
C/l/20; and Captain MICRLES, CO, B/4/3, reveal that at no 
time were any civilians gathered together and killed by U.S. 
soldiers." When you included this statement, were you 
referring to your previous discussions with them back on 16 
and 17 March, or are these new interviews? 

A. 'rhese are both. Because I did go back up to LZ 
Dottie. When that inclosure there first came to light and 
when I went to see Colonel TOAN and Colonel KRIEN, they showed 
me another letter from the village chief that had also been 
translated into English which I had not seen before--I do not 
believe I had seen before. And this letter alleged that U.S. 
forces had, on two occasions, and they named the date of late 
February on a previous operation in this area and the 16th of 
March, had moved in on an operation and had killed innocent 
civilians. In this letter, also, it stated that the U.S. 
forces had gathered up groups of civilians for a total kill 
of 470, and they had broken them out by two operations in 
this village chief's letter to the district. 

Q. District chief had this letter then? 

A. No, it was over--I saw this letter 
at Quang Ngai. 

Q. In which headquarters? 

A. In Colonel KRIEN's headquarters. 

Q. In the province chief's headquarters? 
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A .  The p rov ince  c h i e f ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

Q .  Did you o b t a i n  a copy o f  t h a t ?  

A .  I e i ther  ob ta ined  a copy o r  had a copy o b t a i n e d  
because t h i s  was inc luded  i n  Colonel  BARKER'S i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  This  o t h e r  i n c l o s u r e  I ' m  speaking  o f ,  which 
was t h e  l e t t e r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  

10: I would l i k e  t o  t a k e  about  a 5 minute  recess. 
I want t o  check on a couple  of t h i n g s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 2 0 9  h o u r s ,  2 December 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1217 h o u r s ,  2 December 

1 9 6 9 .  ) 

1 9 6 9  .) 

10: The h e a r i n g  is reconvened. 

RCDR: All persons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  re- 
ces sed  are a g a i n  p r e s e n t .  

10: This  document you r e f e r  t o  from v i l l a g e  chief 
t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  You o b t a i n e d  a copy of t h a t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. 
i n c l o s u r e s  1 and 2 t o  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion  h e a d q u a r t e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r s ca l l  how I secu red  t h a t  o t h e r  copy. It  
was shown t o  m e  o r  t o l d  t o  m e .  And I'm n o t  c e r t a i n  now o f  
t h e  t iming  h e r e ,  t h a t  such  a let ter e x i s t e d  t h a t  a l l e g e d  that  
U . S .  t r o o p s  had two occasions--and then  t h e  l e t t e r  went  on t o  
cit.e s p e c i f i c  paragraphs  t h a t  were i n  t h i s  le t ter  h e r e ,  and I 
know Colonel  K H I E N  when he  t o l d  m e  about  i t ,  t h e  l e t t e r ,  and 
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I s a w  i t  a t  t h a t  e x a c t  t i m e ,  b u t  I thinlc  h e  
e x p l a i n e d  t o  m e  t h a t  he had t h i s  l e t t e r  from the v i l l a g e  c h i e f  
t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  which had g o t t e n  to--and I b e l i e v e  it 
had g o t t e n  t o  Genera l  LAM--alleged t h e s e  two i n c i d e n t s  of l a t e  
February and,  o r  maybe it w a s  e a r l y  March, and t h i s  mid- 
March t h i n g .  
bu-t: I do reca l l  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  as e x p l a i n e d  t o  m e  when 

And d i d  you forward a copy of t h a t  a long  w i t h  

I 

I d i d  n o t  s e c u r e  a copy of it a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
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A. The province chief's headquarters. 

Q. Did you obtain a c o py of that? 

A. I either obtained a copy or had a copy obtained 
b e cause this was include d in Colonel BARKER's investigation 
of this incident. This othe r inclosure I'm speaking of, which 
was the letter from the v illage chief. 

10: I would like to take about a 5 minute recess. 
I want to check on a couple of things. 

(The hearing r e cessed at 1209 hours, 2 December 
1969.) 

(The hearing reconvened at 1217 hours, 2 December 
1969 . ) 

IO: The hearing is reconvened. 

RCDR: All persons who were present when the hearing re-
ces s e d ar e again present. 

10: This document you refer to from village chief 
to the district chi e f. You obtained a copy of that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And did you forward a copy of that along with 
inclosures 1 and 2 to the Americal Division h e adquarters? 

A. I don't r e call how I secure d that other copy. It 
,. was shown to me or told to me. And I'm not c e rtain now of 

the timing here, that such a l e tter exis ted tha t alleged that 
u.s. troops had two occasions--and then the l e tter went on to 
cite spe cific paragraphs that were in this lette r here, and r 
know Colonel KHIEN whe n he told me about it, the letter, and 
I don't belie ve I saw it at that exact time, but I think he 
explained to me that he had this letter from the village chief 
to the district chief which had gotten to--and I believe it 
had gotten t o Ge neral LAM--alleged the se two incidents of late 
February and, or maybe it was early March, and this mid-
March thing. I did not secure a copy of it at that time, 
but: r do recall that this letter as explained to me when 
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t h i s  was exp la ined  t o  my by Colonel  K M I E N ,  t h a t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  i t  a l l e g e d  t l l a t  U.S. f o r c e s  had ga the red  c i v i l i a n s  to -  
g e t h e r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  if  t h a t  one s a y s  t h a t  o r  n o t .  May 
I look a t  t h e  l a s t  page of t h a t  s i r ?  

(I0 hands E x h i b i t  R-1  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s )  

MR WEST: L e t  t h e  r eco rd  r e f l e c t  t h a t  he  i s  look ing  a t  
i n c l o s u r e  2 t o  E x h i b i t  R - 1 .  

A. No. Th i s  one does n o t  show t h a t  any people  were 
ga the red  t o g e t h e r .  T o  t h e  bes t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  Colonel  K H I E N  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  some people  w e r e  g a t h e r e d  
t o g e t h e r  and s h o t  down, which he s a i d  was a b s o l u t e l y  r i d i c u l o u s ,  
and I agree  w i t h  him. I d i d  n o t  secure, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a copy of 
t h a t  l e t t e r ,  b u t  I d i d  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER and, 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  t o g e t h e r  of any people .  Colonel  
BARKER denied  it and I do n o t  recal l  where I t a l k e d  to  Cap ta in  
MICHLES o r  CALHOUN o r  MEDINA,  b u t  I am p o s i t i v e  I asked them 
p o i n t  b l ank  i f  any such people  were e v e r  brought  t o g e t h e r .  
And i t  w a s  den ied .  I do  r eca l l  making Colonel  BARKER aware 
t h a t  such  a l e t t e r  e x i s t e d ,  and,  a g a i n ,  t o  t h e  best  of my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I had a copy o r  had him secure a copy for 
h i s  formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

0 
2. 

:: 
6. 

Coming back t o  t h e  e x h i b i t  and i n c l o s u r e  1 of  t h e  
e x h i b i t ,  from t h e  second paragraph ,  might  it n o t  b e ' i n f e r r e d  
t h a t  t h e  d r a f t e r  o f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  paragraph  had a v a i l a b l e  
t o  him a copy of t h e  l e t t e r ?  

A .  You mean t h e  o t h e r  l e t t e r  i n s t e a d  of t h i s  one h e r e ?  

- 
2 10: :.-A 

(I0 nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

T h i s  w a s  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  a lso,  t h a t  w e  had a copy 
o f  the--1 do n o t  reca l l  h?.ling r e a d  t h e  o t h e r  l e t t e r .  The 
o t h e r  l e t t e r ,  t h e  g i s t  o f  it was e x p l a i n e d  t o  m e  one t i m e .  
I t  seemed t o  me  t h a t  i t  was Colonel  K H I E N .  Th i s  s t a t e m e n t  
h e r e  appears  more t o  go along w i t h  such  a l e t t e r  t h a n  it does 
t h i s  VC propaganda message. 
got  a t t a c h e d  h e r e ,  a l though I know I s e n t  them t o  you ( s p e a k i n g  t o  
Colonel W I L S O N ) .  . 

So I ' m  n o t  ce r t a in  how t h e s e  
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this was explained to my by Colonel KHIEN, that for the first 
time it alleged that U.S. forces had gathered civilians to­
gether. I don't recall if that one says that or not. May 
I look at the last page of that sir? 

(10 hands Exhibit R-l to the witness) 

MR WEST: Let the record reflect that he is looking at 
inclosure 2 to Exhibit R-l. 

A. No. This one does not show that any people were 
gathered together. To the best of my recollection, Colonel KHIEN 
stated that this letter states that some people were gathered 
together and shot down, which he said was absolutely ridiculOUS, 
and I agree with him. I did not secure, at that time, a copy of 
that letter, but I did discuss this with Colonel BAru<ER and, 
specifically, the gathering together of any people. Colonel 
BARKER denied it and I do not recall where I talked to Captain 
MICHLES or CALHOUN or MEDINA, but I am positive I asked them 
point blank if any such people were ever brought together. 
And it was denied. I do recall making Colonel BARKER aware 
that such a letter existed, and, again, to the best of my 
recollection, I had a copy or had him secure a copy for 
his formal investigation. 

10: 
exhibit, 
that the 
to him a 

A. 

Coming back to the exhibit and inclosure 1 of the 
from the second paragraph, might it not be inferred 
drafter of that particular paragraph had available 
copy of the letter? 

You mean the other letter instead of this one here? 

(10 nodded in the affirmative.) 

This was my recollection also, that we had a copy 
of the--I do not recall hi'·jing read the other letter. The 
other letter, the gist of it was explained to roe one time. 
It seemed to me that it was Colonel KHIEN. This statement 
here appears more to go along with such a letter than it does 
this VC propaganda message. So I'm not certain how these 
got attached here, although I know I sent them to you (speaking to 
Colonel WILSON) . 
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(Col WILSON nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

10: May I see t h e  e x h i b i t  aga in  f o r  a moment ( E x h i b i t  
R - 1  handed t o  IO)? 

Q. 
a c t u a l l y  two independent  i n c l o s u r e s ,  am I c o r r e c t ?  

I f  I may say h e r e  t h a t  what you s t a t e  you have 

(Witness nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

One, i n  your  f i r s t  paragraph ,  you s t a t e d ,  
" I n v e s t i g a t i o n  has  been conducted i n t o  a l l e g a t i o n s  c i t e d  i n  
i n c l o s u r e  1". Tha t  be ing  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ?  ( E x h i b i t  R-1 shown 
t o  w i t n e s s  by 10.) 

A. Y e s ,  sir .  

Q. 
p o r t ,  
ganda message t a r g e t e d  a t  ARVN s o l d i e r s  and u rg ing  him t o  
shoo t  Americans." So they  a r e  q u i t e  independent  one of  t h e  
o t h e r ,  a l t hough  they  c e r t a i n l y  b e a r  upon each  o t h e r .  Is t h a t  
a reasonable--  

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That i s  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  I would 
draw also. 
now which I r e c e i v e d  y e s t e r d a y  b e f o r e  I d e p a r t e d  Nor fo lk ,  b u t  
I d i d  n o t  have a chance t o  look a t  it. I n o t e  i n  h e r e  also 
t h a t  I acknowledged one man was s l i g h t l y  wounded i n  t h e  foot  
by small  arms f i r e ,  b u t  t h e  newspapers -- t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  I had e v e r  h e a r d  h e  had s h o t  h i m s e l f .  

COL W I L S O N :  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  ev idence  w i l l  show t h a t  he 
d i d  s h o o t  h i m s e l f .  H e  s h o t  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  it w a s  a c c i d e n t a l .  

A. oh ,  I see. There i s  so damn much i n  t h e  newspapers 
now, i t  confuses  m e ,  I t h i n k .  

You go on t o  say i n  your  paragraph 3 of your  re- 
" I n c l o s u r e  3 i s  a t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  an a c t u a l  VC propa- 

I t  has  been sometime, b u t  I do have a copy of  t h i s  

10: T h i s  i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as a SIW, s e l f - i n f l i c t e d  
wound, a c c i d e n t a l  o r  o the rwise .  
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(Col WI LSON nodded in the affi rma tive .) 

10: May I see the exhibit again for a moment (Exhibit 
R-I handed to I O) ? 

Q. If I may say here that what you state you have 
actua lly two inde pende nt inclosures , am I correct? 

(Witness nodded in the af f irma tive.) 

One , in your first paragraph, you s tate d, 
"Investi gation has been conducted into al l e gations cited in 
inc l osure 1". That being this s tatement ? (Exhibit R-I shown 
to witness by 10 .) 

A. Yes, s ir. 

Q. You go on to say in your paragraph 3 of your re-
port , "Inclosure 3 is a translation of an actual VC propa­
ganda message targeted at ARVN soldiers and urging him to 
shoot Americans ." So they are quite independe nt one of the 
othe r, although they certainly bear upon each other. Is that 
a r easonable --

A. (Inte rposing) That is the conclusion that I would 
draw also. It has been sometime, but I do have a copy of this 
now which I rece ived yesterday before I departe d Norfolk, but 
I did not have a chance to l ook at it. I note in h e re also 
that I acknow l edge d one man was s ligh tly wounded in the foot 
by small a rms fir e , but the newspapers -- that was the first 
time I had ever heard h e h ad shot himself. 

COL WILSON: I don't believe the evidence will show that he 
did s hoot himself. He shot himself, but it was accidental. 

A. Oh, I see. There is so damn much in the newspapers 
now, i·t confuses me, I think. 

I 

e;, 
. . ,~, 
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10: This is commonly referred to as a srw, self-inflicted 
wound, a ccidental or otherwise. 
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A.  Well, I S t a t e  h e r e  and I ’ m  p o s i t i v e ,  I know t h a t  
I in t e rv i ewed  t h e s e  peop le  w i t h  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  question in 
mind or  I Would have n c v e r  p u t  i t  i n  th is  s t a t e m e n t .  Down 
a t  t h e  bottom of pdragrap!i 2 ,  “ in te rv i .ews  wi th  c o l o n e l  BARKER, 
Major CALJlOUN, 1 4 l ~ D l l J A ,  M I C I I L E S ,  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  at no t i m e  w e r e  
any c i v i l i a n s  ga the red  t o g e t h e r  and k i l l e d  by u .  s . soldiers. 
Now, what i n v e s t i c a t i o n  or what I d i d  whcn I r e c e i v e d  t h i s  
from General  YOUNG t o  reduce t o  w r i t i n y - - o r  what my o r d e r s  
were t o  p r e p a r e  t h i s ,  I 20 n o t  r e c a l l .  1 vaguely f e e l  t h a t  
General  YOUNG was u n c e r t a i n  as  t o  w h a t  t he  purpose of  t h i s  
t h i n g  was e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  was d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  t o  be a formal  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  I wo.uld like t o  ask you i f  you a r e  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  pub l i shed  by Headquar t e r s ,  MACV, 
concern ing  a t r o c i t i e s ,  w a r  crimes, r e p o r t i n g  and i n v e s t i g a -  
t i o n s  of same? 

A.  I am n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  them, s i r .  

Q -  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  I would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  ev idence  
a t e l e g r a p h i c  m e s s a g e  f r o m  Headquar t e r s ,  M A W ,  p r o v i d i n g  i n  
t e l e g r a p h i c  form I a C V  Direc . t ive  2 0 - 4 ,  d a t e d  2 7  A p r i l  1 9 6 7 ,  
concern ing  i n s p e c t i o n  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of w a r  crimes. I 
would ask you t o  -- I would l i k e  t o  have t h i s  marked as an 
e x h i b i t  and e n t e r e d  i n t o  the r eco rd .  

RCDR: This d i r e c t i v e  i s  e n t e r e d  .into t h e  r e c o r d  and mark- 
e d  as E x h i b i t  D - 1 .  

(MACV D i r e c t i v e  2 0 - 4 ,  d a t e d  2 7  A p r i l  1 9 6 7 ,  s u b j e c t :  
“ I n s p e c t i o n s  and I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  War C r i m e s ,  ’ I  i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  
ev idence  and marked as E x h i b i t  D - 1 . )  

10: A t  a l a t e r  d a t e  w e  w i l l  s u b s t i t u t e  or back up t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  document w i t h  a p r i n t e d  copy of t h e  document a s  i t  
was i s s u e d  w i t h i n  t h e  command. 

I would ask you t o  review t h e  document down to the 
point, I be l i eve ,  on t h e  t h i r d  o r  f o u r t h  page which 1 have 
u n d e r l i n e d  which b r i n g s  o u t  subsequent  r e v i s i o n s  of it. 

we will r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime u n t i l  1 4 0 0  h o u r s .  I W i l l  

s t a y  here w h i l e  h e  i s  complet ing r e a d i n g  t h e  document. 
i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  o t h e r s  t o  s t a y  h e r e .  
t h e  in t e rv i ew a t  1 4 0 0 .  

I t  
We w i l l  proceed w i t h  
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A. Well, I state here and I'm positive, I know that 
I interviewed these people with this specific question in 
mind or I ylOuld have never put it in 1:his statement. Down 
at the bottom of. Filragraph 2, "interviews with Colonel BARKER, 
Major CALllOUN, HEDINI'., MIClILES, revealed that at no time were 
any civilians gathered together and killed by u.s. soldiers." 
Now, what investigation or what I did when I received this 
from General YOUNG to reduce to \vriling--or what my orders 
were to prepare this, I do not recall. I vaguely feel that 
General YOUNG was uncertain as to what the purpose of this 
thing was except that it was definitely not to be a formal 
investigation. 

Q. At this point I wo.uld like to ask you if you are 
familiar with the regulations published by Headquarters, MACV, 
concerning atrocities, war crimes, reporting and investiga­
tions of same? 

A. I am not familiar with them, sir. 

Q. At this point I would like to enter into evidence 
a telegraphic message from Headquarters, MACV, providing in 
telegraphic form !'1ACV Directive 20-4, dated 27 April 1967, 
concerning inspection and investigation of war crimes. I 
would ask you to -- I would like to have this marked as an 
exhibit and entered into the record. 

RCDR: This directive is entered into the record and mark-
ed as Exhibit D-I. 

(MACV Directive 20-4, dated 27 April 1967, subject: 
"Inspections and Investigations, War crimes," is entered into 
evidence and marked as Exhibit D-l.) 

10: 
particular 
was issued 

At a later date we will 
document with a printed 
within the command. 

substitute or back up this 
copy of the document as it 

I would ask you to review the document down to the 
point, I believe, on the third or fourth p~g~ which ~ have 
underlined which brings out subsequent rev~s~ons of ~t. 

We will recess at this time until 1400 hours. I will 
stay here while he is completing reading the document. It 
is not necessary for others to stay here. We will proceed with 
the interview at 1400. 
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(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1 2 3 1  h o u r s ,  2 December 
1 9 6 9  .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1505  h o u r s ,  2 December 
1 9 6 9 . )  

RCD R : All per sons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  re- 
cessed  are aga in  p r e s e n t .  

A. S i r ,  you asked m e  a q u e s t i o n  as t o  whether  o r  
n o t  I had seen  t h i s  document. I have n o t  s e e n  t h i s  document 
b e f o r e .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  does n o t  n e g a t e  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
as a commander for  having  knowledge of any a t r o c i t i e s  commit- 
t e d .  I c e r t a i n l y  was aware of m y . r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p rev ious  
i n s t a n c e s  .to conduct ing  an i n v e s t . i g a t i o n  and so  f o r t h ,  b u t  
t h i s  document I have n o t  s een  b e f o r e  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my 
knowledge, n o r  do I b e l i e v e  such a document w a s  on f i l e  on 
t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Br igade .  I f  I might back o f f  h e r e ,  when 
w e  f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam o u r  s t a t u s  a s  a s e p a r a t e  br igade--  
and I am n o t  o f f e r i n g  t h i s  as an excuse ,  b u t  I: t h i n k  it would 
be t o  your  advan.tage t o  r ecogn ize  t h i s - - o u r  s t a t u s  as a 
s e p a r a t e  b r i g a d e  w a s  n e i t h e r  f i s h  no r  fowl.  
change. When WE a r r i v e d ,  as I have mentioned ear l ie r ,  our A 
Company o f  t he  6tin Suppor t  B a t t a l i o n  w a s  moved w i t h  a l l  of 
i t s  bag and baggage t o  Chu Lai t o  become an  o r g a n i c  p a r t  
of t h e  America1 Divj.sion, A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  all of  o u r  records 
and a l l  of o u r  f i l e s ,  even o u r  own b r i g a d e  documents, 
were c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I t  was some t i m e  b e f o r e  
w e  could  s tar t  r eg roup ing  some o f  t h e  documents which had 
been l o s t  t o  us by t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

I t  w a s  i n  a s ta te  of 

10: A r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  a l l  documents, or-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n i t i a l l y ,  a11 of  o u r  documents, 
o r  a l l  o f  our AG r e c o r d s .  
a l l  of' t h e s e  as w e  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam were a l l  s h i p p e d  t o ,  
moved t o ,  DUC Pho and t h e n  on t o  Chu Lai. 
gan t o  de te rmine  t h e  need f o r  s p e c i f i c  documents w e  would 
n o t i f y  t h e  d i v i s i o n  AG, i n  most cases t h e  documen-ts w e  needed 
would be  r e t u r n e d  t o  u s .  

For example, o u r  Army R e g u l a t i o n s ,  

As soon as we be- 

Q. 
t o  you when t h a t  took p l a c e ?  
t h e  b r i g a d e  set  o f  documents? 

D i d  -the d i v i s i o n  have a n  i s s u e  o f  t h e s e  documents 
What might be r e f e r r e d  t o  as 

A. NO,  sir. 
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(The hearing r e cesse d at 1231 hour s , 2 December 
1969. ) 

(The hearing r e convened at 1505 hours , 2 December 
1969. ) 

RCDR: All persons who were present when the hearing re-
c es sed are again present. 

A. Sir, you aske d me a question as to whetile r or 
not I had seen this docume nt. I have not seen this document 
before . Of course, thi s does not negate my r esponsibilities 
as a commander for having knowledge of any atrocities commit­
t ed . I certainly was aware of my responsibility for previous 
instances to conducting an investigation and so forth , but 
this document I have not seen before to the bes t of my 
knowledge , nor do I be l ieve such a docume nt was on file on 
the 11th Infantry Brigade . If I mi gh t back off here , when 
we first arrived in Vietnam our status as a separate brigade-­
and I am not offe ring this as an excuse, but I think it would 
be to your advantage to recogn ize this--our status as a 
separate brigade was neithe r fish nor fowl. It was in a state of 
change. When we arrived, as T. have mentioned earlier , our A 
Company of the 6th Support Battalion was moved with all of 
its bag and baggage to Chu Lai to b ecome an organic part 
of the Americal Divi.sion . At that time, all of our records 
and all of our files , even our own brigade documents, 
were carried to the division. It WilS some time before 
we could start regrouping some of the documents which had 
been l ost to us by this transition to the division . 

IO: Are you r eferring to all documents, or--

A. (Interposing ) Initially, all of our documents, 
or all of our AG records. For example, our Army Regulations, 
all of these as we arrived in Vietnam were all shipped to, 
moved to, Due Pho and the n on to Chu Lai. As soon as we be­
gan to determine the need for specific documents we would 
notify the division AG, in most cases the documen-ts we needed 
would be returned to u s . 

Q. Did the division have an issue of these documents 
to you when that took place? What might be r eferred to as 
the brigade set of documents? 

A. No, sir. 
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(2. D i r e c t i v e s ,  g u i d e s ,  memoranda? 

A.  No, s i r .  They i.ierc i s s u e d  t o  us as they  were 
r e p r i n t e d  o r  as t h e  need f o r  the use of t h e s e  documents dcve l -  
oped. I went over  t h e r e  i n  September 1 9 6 7  w i th  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commanders, a l l  o f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders, who l a t e r  came 
over  w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  and we v i s i t e d  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion ,  
and at t h a t  t i m e ,  w e  p icked up some documents w e  f e l t  would 
b e  of va lue  t o  u s  a s  w e l l  as a t  USARV h e a d q u a r t e r s  we p icked  
up c e r t a i n  docuncnts  t h a t  would b e  o f  va lue  t o  us and w e  went 
back t o  S c h o f i e l d  Barracks and many o f  t h e s e  documents were 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  ou r  u n i t  SOP,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  such t h i n g s  as 
r u l e s  o f  engagement. 

Q.  Did you have a c ~ p y  o f  t h e  Americal D i v i s i o n  SOP 
and S O I ?  

A. I a m  c e r t a i n  t h e r e  was one i n  o u r  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  
I do n o t  reca l l  having  s e e n  i t ,  b u t  I a m  p o s i t i v e  w e  had one .  

Q .  D o  you know whether  o r  n o t  you had ,  from Head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n ,  t h e  implementing i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  from t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n ,  MACV D i r e c t i v e  2 0 - 4 ?  

A. I do n o t ,  whether  w e  d i d  or  d i d  n o t ,  no sir .  

Q .  Within your  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  who would normally 
hand le  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  and d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  
imp1 e me n t  i n g  i n s  t r u c  t i on s ? 

A. My s1. 

Q. 
r e c e i v e d  t h e  in fo rma t ion  concern ing  t h e  r e p o r t  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  and I am n o t  s u r e  i n  my own mind whether  you 
o b t a i n e d  a copy of t h a t '  from t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  or from t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o r  e x a c t l y  what you did-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I am n o t  c e r t a i n  e i t h e r ,  s i r ,  
of how I a c q u i r e d  a copy of it ,  o r  how a copy was a c q u i r e d  
by my h e a d q u a r t e r s .  
t h i s  was i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t ,  I do 
no t  r e c a l l  how w e  s ecu red  a copy. 

Q.  But you d i d  have ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a s t a t e m e n t  
which was p r e p a r e d  on t h e  1 4 t h ,  which i s  an i n c l o s u r e  t o  
your  r e p o r t ?  

So a t  t h i s  p o i n t  of t i m e  a g a i n ,  when you had 

I t  i s  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  a copy of 
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Q. Directives, guides, memoranda? 

A. No, sir. They were issued to us as they were 
reprinted or as the need for the usc of these documents devel­
oped. 1 went over there in September 1967 with the battalion 
commanders, all of the ':lattalion commanders, who later came 
over with the brigade, and we visited the Americal Division, 
and at that time, we picked up some documents we felt would 
be of value to us as well as at USAHV headquarters we picked 
up certain doC'u2,ents that would be of value to us and we went 
back to Schofield BarraCKS and many of these documents were 
incorporated into our unit SOP, particularly such things as 
rules of engagement. 

Q. Did you have a copy of the Americal Division SOP 
and SOL? 

A. I am certain there was one in our headquarters. 
I do not recall having seen it, but I am positive we had one. 

Q. Do you know whether or not you had, from Head-
quarters, the Americal Division, the implementing instruc­
tions from this regulation, MACV Directive 20-4? 

A. I do not, whether we did or did not, no sir. 

Q. within your headquarters, who would normally 
handle the preparation and dissemination of additional 
implementing instructions? 

A. My Sl. 

Q. So at this point of time again, when you had 
received the information concerning the report of the 
village chief, and I am not sure in my own mind whether you 
obtained a copy of that from the province chief or from the 
district chief or exactly what you did--

A. (Interposing) I am not certain either, sir, 
of how I acquired a copy of it, or how a copy was acquired 
by my headquarters. It is my recollection that a copy of 
this was included in the formal investigation, but, I do 
not recall how we secured a copy. 

Q. But you did have, at that time, a statement 
which was prepared on the 14th, which is an inclosure to 
your report? 
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A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. You also d i d  have t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of  t h e  VC propa- 
ganda? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Which are enc losed  as a t t achmen t s  1 and 2? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q.  So, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p rev ious  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  
you had a v a i l a b l e  t o  you,  you a l s o  had  in fo rma t ion  from t h e  
v i l l a g e  c h i e f  and a l s o  the  a l l e g a t i o n  i n  t h e  VC propaganda? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. 
of t h e  Americal D i v i s i o n ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  
about  what d a t e ?  

A.  
may have been--my r e p o r t  i s  d a t e d  2 4  A p r i l .  I b e l i e v e  I 
would have w r i t t e n  t h i s  r e p o r t  immedia te ly ,  I do n o t  recall 
a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  it must have been n e a r  20  A p r i l  t h a t  I 
r e c e i v e d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  from 
General  YOUNG,  t h a t  Genera l  KOSTER d e s i r e d  t h a t  I p r e p a r e  a 
r e p o r t .  
was t o  c o n s i s t  o f ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  I do r e c a l l  t ha t  General  YOUNG 
s t a t e d  t h e r e  w a s  no ev idence  of any th ing  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  had  
t h a t  I d i d n ' t  have ,  and I a m  n o t  c e r t a i n  I unde r s tood  
r e a l l y  what t h e  purpose of my repor t  w a s .  I p repa red  what 
I b e l i e v e  General YOUNG had d i r e c t e d  me t o  p r e p a r e .  

You provided  t h e s e  two documents t o  h e a d q u a r t e r s  

And t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which you r e c e i v e d  were on 

On o r  abou t  mid-April  i s  t h e  b e s t  I can - - i t  

1 do n o t  r e - a l l  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  as t o  what t h i s  report 

Q. 
You s i g n e d  t h e  r e p o r t  on t h e  24th? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I hand-ca r r i ed  t h i s  report t o  d i v i s i o n  
and gave it, i n  an envelope ,  t o  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  Colonel  
PARSON. I n c i d e n t l y ,  t h e  S5 of t h e  b r i g a d e  is Capta in  
KESHEL. I hand-ca r r i ed  t h i s  report t o  Colonel  PARSON and 
l e f t  it w i t h  him. 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
ganda? 

You also did have the translation of the VC prQpa-

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Which are enclosed as attachments 1 and 27 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So, in addition to the previous information that 
you had available to you, you also had information from the 
village chief and also the allegation in the vc propaganda? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You provided these two documents to headquarters 
of the Americal Division, is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the instructions \.,hich you received were on 
about what date? 

A. On or about mid-April is the best I can--it 
may have been--my report is dated 24 April. I believe I 
would have written this report immediately, I do not recall 
at this time, but it must have been near 20 April that I 
received the instructions from the Americal Division, from 
General YOUNG, that General KOSTER desired that I prepare a 
report. I do not re~all our discussion as to what this report 
was to consist of, except that r do recall that General YOUNG 
stated there was no evidence of anything that division had 
that I didn't have, and I am not certain I understood 
really what the purpose of my report was. I prepared what 
I believe General YOUNG had directed me to prepare. 

Q. And you submitted that report to General KOSTER? 
You signed the report on the 24th? 

A. Yes, sir. I hand-carried this report to division 
and gave it, in an envelope, to the chief of staff, Colonel 
PARSON. Incidently, the 55 of the brigade is Captain 
KESHEL. I hand-carried this report to Colonel PARSON and 
left it with him. 
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Q. About ywhat d a t e  was t h a t ?  

A .  I t  woulc! have  been 011 t h e  24th o r  t h e  nex t  day 
which was t h e  2 5 t h .  Deiorc t h i s  r e p o r t  went up, I showed 
it t o  Colonel  BARXER and asked h i m  i f  therc  was any new in -  
format ion  t o  add t o  i t ,  o r  i f  t h e  r e p o r t  was b a s i c a l l y  cor- 
r e c t .  I know I also had t lajor  MCKNICI-IT, my S 3 ,  r e a d  it. 
I took a copy of t h i s  r e p o r t  and, r a t h e r  t han  j u s t  g e t t i n g  
it i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  files of  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  I asked t h a t  it be 
locked  i n  t h e  s a fe  i n  the  S 2  o r  t h e  S 3  o f r i c e .  I t  was l a t e r  
s ecu red  i n  t h e  s a f e  of t h e  S 2  o f f i c e .  So I assume t h a t ' s  
where I had it secu red .  

Q. Did you c o o r d i n a t e  o r  show your  r e p o r t  t o  t h e n  
Colonel  TOAN, o r  t h e  province  c h i e f  Colonel  KHIEN? 

A. T h i s  r e p o r t  h e r e ?  No, s i r .  

Q .  Were they  aware of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you were sub- 
m i t t i n g  a r e p o r t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  no,  I am p o s i t i v e  t h e y  were n o t .  
I would have had no r eason  f o r  p a s s i n g  t h i s  on t o  them, no, 0 sir .  

-1. 

Q. Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  Genera l  KOSTER abou t  t h i s  hi -4 
Cl report  a f t e r  you hand c a r r i e d  it t o  Colonel  PARSON? - .i 

A. No, sir .  I never  d i d .  A few days a f t e r  this, 
and I do n o t  r e c a l l  how long  a f t e r w a r d s ,  General  YOUNG v i s i t e d  
m e  a g a i n  a t  DUC Pho, and he  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  I had 
p r e p a r e d  had been  passed  t o  him by Genera l  KOSTER and t h a t  
General  KOSTER hau w r i t t e n  on t h e  r e p o r t ,  o r  had informed 
him, t h a t ,  "we w i l l  h o l d  t h i s  i n  o u r  f i l e s , "  o r  something,  
" t h i s  seems t o  s a t i s f y  t h c  r equ i r emen t -  " 

Q. What d a t e  was t h i s ?  

A. T h i s  I do n o t  reca l l .  I t  was some days a f te r  t h i s ,  
whether  it w a s  a week o r  3 or  4 days ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  -- 
I do n o t  remember, b u t  I do r e c a l l  Gene ra l  YOUNG coming back 
down t o  Duc Pho and t e l l i n g  me  t h a t  he  had s e e n  t h e  r e p o r t  and 
he had s e e n  it a f t e r  General  KOSTER had s e e n  it and t h a t  he 
w a s  s a t i s f i e d  and t h a t  t h i s  i s s u e  was now dropped and t h a t  t h e  
t h i n g  had been  p u t  t o  bed and t h e r e  w a s  no ev idence  support ing 
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s .  
t h e  l a s t  of t h i s  t h i n g  now." Not a t  any t i m e  d i d  I ,  i n  my own 

I recal l  t e l l i n g  C o l o n e l  BARKER, "I hope w e  heax 
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Q. About '.-That date was that? 

A. It woule] have been on the 24th or the next day 
which was the 25th. Be"ore this report went up, I showed 
it to Colonel BAPKEP and asked him if there was any new in­
formation to add to it, or if the report was basically cor­
rect. I kno'.'I I also had Najar MCKNIGHT, my 53, read it. 
I took a copy of this report and, rather than just getting 
it in the regular files of the brigade, I asked that it be 
locked in the safe in the 82 or the 83 office. It was later 
secured in the safe of the 52 office. So I assume that's 
where I had it secured. 

Q. Did you coordinate or show your report to then 
Colonel TOAN, or the province chief Colonel KHIEN? 

A. This report here? No, sir. 

Q. Were they aware of the fact that you were sub-
mitting a report? 

A. I don't believe, no, I am positive they were not. 
I would have had no reason for passing this on to them, no, 
sir. 

Q. Did you ever talk to General KOSTER about this 
report after you hand carried it to Colonel PARSON? 

A. No, sir. I never did. A few days after this, 
and I do not recall how long afterwards, General YOUNG visited 
me again at Duc Pho, and he stated that the report that I had 
prepared had been passed to him by General KOSTER and that 
General KOSTER had written on the report, or had informed 
him, that, "we will hold this in our files," or something, 
"this seems to satisfy the requirement." 

Q. What date was this? 

A. This I do not recall. It was some days after this, 
whether it was a week or 3 or 4 days, I just don't --
I do not remember, but I do recall General YOUNG coming back 
down to Due Pho and telling me that he had seen the report and 
he had seen it after General KOSTER had seen it and that he 
was satisfied and that this issue was now dropped and that the 
thing had been put to bed and there was no evidence sUpporting 
the allegations. I recall telling Colonel BARKER, "I hope we hear 
the last of this thing now." Not at any time did I, in my own 
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mind, e v e r  t r e a t  t h i s  s u b j e c t  l i g h t l y ,  and I was on t h e  
a l e r t  f o r  any new evidence  t h a t  might b r i n g  it t o  l i g h t .  

Q .  I have h e r e  a combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  d a t e d  2 8  
March 1 9 6 8 ,  t o  t h e  Conimanding O f f i c e r ,  11th I n f a n t r y  Br igade .  
I would l i k e  t h i s  combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t  e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence .  

RCDR: S i r ,  . t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  and 
marked as E x h i b i t  R-2 .  

(Combat Ac.tion Report ,  TF Barke r ,  d a t e d  2 8  March 
1 9 6 8  i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence and marked a s  E x h i b i t  R-2 . )  

10: Colonel  HENDERSON, T 'd  l i k e  t o  show you t h i s  
document t o  see i f  you have seen  it b e f o r e .  

(I0 hands E x h i b i t  R-2 t o  COL HENDERSON.) 

A. I have never  s een  t h i s  document b e f o r e .  

Q .  Would t h i s  be normal f o r  a combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t  such  as t h i s  t o  go through your h e a d q u a r t e r s  w i thou t  
you s e e i n g  it? 

A. No, e x c e p t  from t h e s e .  A s  I unders tand  i t ,  w e  
p repa red  o u r  b r igade - -conso l ida t ed  t h i s  i n t o  a b r i g a d e  a f t e r  
ac . t ion r e p o r t .  May I see t h a t  aga in  ( I0  handing the  r e p o r t  
t o  COL H E N D E R S O N ) ?  Wno was t h a t  addres sed  t o ?  T h i s  would 
have gone t o  o u r  5 3  o f f i ce r ,  Major DAVIDSON, who w a s  a s s i s t a n t  
s3 ,  who c o n s o l i d a t e d  t h e s e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s .  I u s u a l l y  
saw most of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  came i n  from my b a t t a l i o n s ,  b u t  I 
have n o t  s e e n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  one.  

Q .  Would t h i s  reporl; have gGne independen t ly  t o  t h e  
America1 D i v i s i o n  or would it s t o p  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  head- 
q u a r t e r s  and be  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  an o v e r a l l  b r i g a d e  a f t e r  
ac t ion  r e p o r t ?  

A. I t  would have s topped  a t  b r i g a d e  and been  
i n c o r p o r a t e d - - i t  may have been an i n c l o s u r e ,  I d o n ' t  know 
of t h e  ones going on t o  d i v i s i o n .  And t h e s e  I normally 
sc reened  i n  t h e  TOC e v e r y  morning, b u t  I d i d  n o t  u n l e s s  
it is  some s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  them r e a d  them i n  d e t a i l .  

Q. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  r e f e r s  t o  t h i s  as 
a combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t ;  however; t h e  r e p o r t  cove r s  on ly  
one day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
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mind, ever treat this subject lightly, and I was on the 
alert for any new evidence tllat might bring it to light. 

Q. I have here a combat action report, dated 28 
March 1968, to the Commanding Officer, 11th Infantry Brigade. 
I would like this combat action report entered into evidence. 

RCDR: Sir ,this report is entered into the record and 
marked as Exhibit R-2. 

(Combat Action Report, TF Barker, dated 28 March 
1968 is entered into evidence and marked as Exhibit R-2.) 

10: Colonel HENDERSON, I'd like to show you this 
document to see if you have seen it before. 

(10 hands Exhibit R-2 to COL HENDERSON.) 

A. I have never seen this document before. 

Q. Would this be normal for a combat after action 
report such as this to go through your headquarters without 
you seeing it? 

A. No, except from these. As I understand it, we 
prepared our brigade--consolidated this into a brigade after 
action report. May I see that again (10 handing the report 
to COL HENDERSON)? Who was that addressed to? This would 
have gone to our S3 officer, Major DAVIDSON, who was assistant 
S3, who consolidated these after action reports. I usually 
saw most of the things that came in from my battalions, but I 
have not seen that particular one. 

Q. Would this report have gone indeptndently ,to the 
Americal Division or would it stop at the brigade head­
quarters and be incorporated into an overall brigade after 
action report? 

A. It would have stopped at brigade and been 
incorporated--it may have been an inclosure, I don't know 
of the ones going on to division. And these I normally 
screened in the TOC every morning, but I did not unless 
it is some special interest in them read them in detail. 

Q. You will notice that this refers to this as 
a combat action report; however,' the report covers only 
one day of the operation. 
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A .  I do n o t  unders tan ,  t h e  r a t . i o n a l e  of I . ~ .  ~~ ~ a t ,  no, 
s i r .  The reason I s a y  t h a t  I h a d n ' t  s een  t h e  r e p o r t  i s  t h a t  
I have never  s een  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  it from one 
of  t h e  d i s t r i c t - - L i e u t e n a n t  TAN, s i r .  I h a v e n ' t  s e e n  t h a t  
s t a t e m e n t  b e f o r e .  T h i s  i s  why I am s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  I have 
n o t  s e e n  t h a t  r e p o r t .  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  t i m e  frame of t h e  
1 6 t h  and t h e  1 7 t h  you had ta lked  t o  Colonel  BARKER, Captain 
MEDINA, and o t h e r  p e r t i n e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  You a l so  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  subsequent  t o  o b t a i n i n g  
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  concern ing  the  a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
c h i e f  and t h e  VC propaganda t h a t  you had a g a i n  s e e n  these 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  LZ D o t t i e  and t a l k e d  t o  them about  i t ,  i s  
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Except €or  t h e  LZ D o t t i e ,  I am n o t  p o s i t i v e  
whexe I spoke t o  them. I saw them b o t h  a t  D o t t i e ,  and I 
s a w  them a t  Due Pho. 

Q. But my reason  i n  a s k i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  t w o -  
f o l d .  One i s  t h e  fact  t h a t  you d i d  see them and ,  s econd ly ,  
t o  see i f  you ob ta ined  any w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  from them? 

A. I d i d  n o t  o b t a i n  any w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  d u r i n g  
my e n t i r e  i n q u i r y  taken--from any i n d i v i d u a l s .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  now I would l i k e  t o  see if w e  can  
c l a r i f y  j u s t  a l i t t l e  something,  because  it seems t o  be 
a l i t t l e  mixup, n o t  your  tes t imony p e r  se ,  b u t  o ther  
t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  have been associated w i t h  and t h a t  has t o  
do w i t h  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  You i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company w a s  e x t r a c t e d  on t h e  n i g h t  of the 1 7 t h ,  
t h e  second day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a f t e r  t hey  l a a g e r e d ?  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q. There are some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  a c t i v i -  
t ies  took  p l a c e  t o  t h e  south, p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  by e l emen t s  of 
t h e  t a s k  force d u r i n g  t h e  1 7 t h  and p o s s i b l y  up i n t o  t h e  1 8 t h .  
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A. I do not understand the rat.ionale of that, no, 
sir. The reason I say that I hadn't seen the report is that 
I have never seen that statement that is attached to it from one 
of the district--Lieutenant TAN, sir. I haven't seen that 
statement before. This is why I am satisfied that I have 
not seen that report. 

Q. You indicated that during the time frame of the 
16th and the 17th you had talked to Colonel BARKER, captain 
MEDINA, and other pertinent individuals? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You also indicated that subsequent to obtaining 
the information concerning the allegation of the village 
chief and the VC propaganda that you had again seen these 
individuals at LZ Dottie and talked to them about it, is 
that correct? 

A. Except for the LZ Dottie, I am not positive 
where I spoke to them. I saw them both at Dottie, and I 
saw them at Due Pho. 

Q. But my reason in asking the question is two-
fold. One kS the fact that you did see them and, secondly, 
to see if you obtained any written statements from them? 

A. I did not obtain any written statements during 
my entire inquiry taken--from any individuals. 

Q. All right, now I would like to see if we can 
clarify just a little something, because it seems to be 
a little mixup, not your testimony per se, but other 
things that we have been associated with and that has to 
do with the dura·tion of the operation. You indicated 
that Charlie Company was extracted on the night of the 17th, 
the second day of the operation after they laagered? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. There are some indications that additional activi-
ties took place to the south, participated in by elements of 
the task force during the 17th and possibly up into the 18th. 
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A. 
e lements  on t h e  1.7th. I know t h e  o p e r a t i o n  Tias concluded on 
t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  16 th  as f a r  as t h e  i n i t i a l  o p e r a t i o n ,  and I 
thought  t h a t  we had e x t r a c t e d  both  C h a r l i e  and 13ravo u n i t s  on 
t h e  1 7 t h .  L ieu tenan t  General DOLEMAN v i s i t e d  me on t h e  1 7 t h  
a t  Duc Pho and I b r i e f e d  him. I c a n ' t  recal l  now whether 
it was morning o r  a f t e rnoon .  I r e c a l l  b r i e f i n g  him on 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  and I had i t  i n  my mind t h a t  w e  
e x t r a c t e d  bo th  u n i t s  on t h e  1 7 t h ,  b u t  I could  be  mistaken.  

I could  be  wrong on t h i s  e x t r a c t i o n  of all t h e s e  

Q. Well, I am n o t  s u r e  how r e a l l y  p e r t i n e n t  it i s  
a t  t h e  moment, we may have t o  come back t o  i t  l a t e r .  I 
would l i k e  t o  g e t  your  impression on what e f f e c t ,  from a 
p o i n t  of  view o f  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y ,  t h e  s p l i t t i n g  up y o u r  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of  your  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of TF Barker had upon t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  
your  b r i g a d e  and upon t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ?  

A. I p e r s o n a l l y  neve r  l i k e d  t h e  i d e a  of  t h e  s e p a r a t e  
t a s k  f o r c e ,  b u t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was made and I n a t u r a l l y  sup- 
p o r t e d  it, a l though I had t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders come 
t o  me and ask me t o  t r y  t o  reopen t h e  i s s u e .  I d i d  n o t  
reopen t h e  i s s u e ,  because  .(:he o r d e r s  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  were loud  and c l e a r .  The t h r e e  companies s e l e c t e d  
f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  were t h e  f i n e s t  t h r e e  companies w e  had 
i n  t h e  b r i g a d e .  Thcy were A ,  B ,  and C companies from each  
o f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s .  General  LIPSCOMB den ied  t h a - t  h e  p i cked  
t h e  companies on t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e i r  company cornmanders and 
t h e i r  r e c o r d s  up t o  t h a t  t i m e .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  was a 
d e c i d i n g  i n f l u e n c e .  The handicap  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  head- 
q u a r t e r s  of  working short .handed, of  b r i n g i n g  i n  new 
t a l e n t  i n t o  t h e  s . t a f f  c e r t a i n l y  had a somewhat deg rad ing  
e f f e c t  on t h e  b r i g a d e  wh i l e  w e  were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u r  
f ee t  w e t ,  so t o  speak .  My o p e r a t i o n  w i t h o u t  an e x e c u t i v e  
o f f i c e r  c e r t a i n l y  caused  m e  t o  g e t  by w i t h  a h e l l  o f  a 
Lot less s l e e p  a t  n i g h t .  :Ct w a s n ' t  t h a t  I complained 
t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  h a n d l e  t h e  t h i n g ,  b u t  I l a t e r  went t o  
General  KOSTER t o  a sk  h i s  permiss ion  t o  i n a c t i v a t e  t h e  
t h i n g  SO I cou ld  g e t  an e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  and g e t  more 
depth  i n  my s t a f f .  

Q. 

A. I do n o t  reca l l  t h e  
p e r i o d  w e  i n a c t i v a t e d  TF Barke r ,  b u t  when w e  d i d  ac t iva t e  
TF Barker  I l e f t  a company up t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  4 / 3  a t  LZ 
Sue and t h e y  t h e n  w i t h  two companies handled  t h e  e n t i r e  

When d i d  t h a t  t a k e  p l a c e ?  

T h i s  t ook  p l a c e  i n  A p r i l .  
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A. I could be wrong on this extraction of all these 
elemer:ts on the 17th. I know the operation was concluded on 
the nlght of the 16th as far as the initial operation, and I 
thought that,we had extracted both Charlie and Bravo units on 
the 17th. Lleutenant General DOLEMAN visited me on the 17th 
at Duc Pho and I briefed him. I can't recall now whether 
it,was m07ning or afte7noon. I recall briefing him on 
thlS partlcular operatlon, and I had it in my mind that we 
extracted both units on the 17th, but I could be mistaken. 

Q. Well, I am not sure how really pertinent it is 
at the moment, we may have to come back to it later. I 
would like to get your impression on what effect, from a 
point of view of the efficiency, the splitting up your 
headquarters of the reduction of your brigade headquarters 
in the creation of TF Barker had upon the operation of 
your brigade and upon the task force? 

A. I personally never liked the idea of the separate 
task force, but the decision was made and I naturally sup­
ported it, although I had three battalion commanders come 
to me and ask me to try to reopen the issue. I did not 
reopen the issue, because the orders organizing the task 
force were loud and clear. The three companies selected 
for this operation were the finest three companies we had 
in the brigade. 1'hey were Ai B, and C companies from each 
of the battalions. General LIPSCOMB denied that he picked 
the companies on the basis of their company commanders and 
their records up to that time. I feel -that this was a 
deciding influence. The handicap in the brigade head­
quarters of working shorthanded, -of bringing in new 
talent into the staff certainly had a somewhat degrading 
effect on the brigade while we were trying to get our 
feet wet, so to speak. Hy operation without an executive 
officer certainly caused me to get by with a hell of a 
lot less sleep at night. It wasn't that I complained 
that I couldn't handle the thing, but I later went to 
General KOSTER to ask his permission to inactivate the 
thing so I could get an executive officer and get more 
depth in my staff. 

Q. When did that -take place? 

A. This took place in April. I do not recall the 
period we inactivated TF Barker, but when we did activate 
TF Barker I left a company up there with the 4/3 at LZ 
Sue and they then with two companies handled the entire 
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Muscatine AO. For a t o t a l  of one company r a t h e r  o r  so  h e  had 
a t o t a l  of  f i v e  r i f l e  companies h a n d l i n g  t h a t  up there  which 
t o  my m i n d  was a l o t  more s a t i s f a c t o r y .  I t  gave m e  b e t t e r  f l e x -  
i b i l i t y .  T h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  had l o s t  a l l  of 
t h e i r  f l e x i b i l i t y  by permanently l o s i n g  a r i f l e  company, n o t  b e i n g  
able  t o  i n t e r c h a n g e  t h e s e  r i f l e  companies from f i r e  s u p p o r t  
base o u t  t o  f i e l d  o p e r a t i o n s .  I t h i n k  i.t d i d  have a d e t r a c t i n g  
i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ;  t o  what  degree  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n .  
I p e r s o n a l l y  d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  arrangement .  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  p u t  these men under 
oath and d i d  n o t  o b t a i n  any w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  from them,  did 
you o b t a i n  any n o t e s ,  o r  d i d  you ma in ta in  any recosds o r  i n -  
formal  f i l e s ,  o r  d i a r i e s ,  o r ' a n y t h i n g  of t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A. I main ta ined  a notebook, my own notebook, which 
I would s c r i b b l e  i n  when I t a l k e d  t o  v a r i o u s  ind i -v idua l s .  I t  
was i n  no p a r t i c u l a r  o r d e r ,  eve ry  t i m e  1 t u r n e d  o v e r  a leaf it 
might  be a new s u b j e c t ,  b u t  I d i d  ma in ta in  and  had f o r  some t i m e  
two o r  three small i s s u e - t y p e  memorandum notebooks t h a t  I 
ma in ta ined  n o t e s  i n  which I des t royed  when I d e p a r t e d  Vietnam. 

Q.  T h a t  answers my q u e s t i o n s .  So obv ious ly  t h e y  
are  n o t  a v a i l a b l e ?  - 

'LA A. Yes, s i r ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y .  

Q. Now t h e n ,  you submi t t ed  your  r e p o r t  on or  about  
t h e  24th  o r  25 th ,  what happened subsequent  t h e r e t o ?  

A. I r e l a t e d  t o  you a f e w  moments ago t h a t  Genera l  
YOUNG had i n d i c a t e d  t o  me  t h a t  t h i s  s a t i s f i e d  t h e  requi rement .  
I do  n o t  recal l  how much t i m e  e l a p s e d .  I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  
i t  was w i t h i n  a f e w  days ,  b u t  I do recal l  Genera l  KOSTER go- 
i n g  on l e a v e  s o m e t i m e  a f t e r  t h i s ,  2 4 ,  25 A p r i l ,  and a g a i n  I ' m  
n o t  c o n f i d e n t  of t h e  days.  H e  d e p a r t e d  on R&R. I t  w a s  
approximate ly  1 0  May, I would roughly estimate. I g o t  
another  requi rement  from Genera l  YOUNG t h a t  Genera l  KOSTER 
desired a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  
Colonel  BARKER t o  conduct  a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I asked 
Genera l  YOUNG if t h e r e  was new m a t e r i a l  which I had  n o  
knowledge 'of  t h a t  i n c i t e d  or caused a n o t h e r  r e p o r t  o r  a 
formal report of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
no f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion .  I n o t i e i e d  Colonel  BARKER t o  conduct  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and I b e l i e v e  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  he  w a s  back i n  
my h e a d q u a r t e r s .  TF Barke r ,  I c a n ' t  recal l ,  b u t  anyway I 
passed  on t o  BARKER t h e  requi rement .  

I a s s i g n e d  

H e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  he knew of 
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Muscatine AO. For a total of one company rather or so he had 
a total of five rifle companies handling that up there which 
to my mind was a lot more satisfactory. It gave me better flex­
ibility. The battalion commanders felt that thev had lost all of 
their flexibility by permanently losing a rifle company, not being 
able to interchange these rifle companies from fire support 
base out to field operations. I think it did have a detracting 
influence within the brigade; to what degree I'm not certain. 
I personally did not like the arrangement. 

Q. You indicated that you did not put these men under 
oath and did not obtain any written statements from them, did 
you obtain any notes, or did you maintain any records or in­
formal files, or diaries, or anything of this nature? 

A. I maintained a notebook, my own notebook, which 
I would scribble in when I talked to various individuals. It 
was in no particular order, every time I turned over a leaf it 
might be a new subject, but I did maintain and had for some time 
two or three small issue-type memorandum notebooks that I 
maintained notes in which I destroyed when I departed Vietnam. 

Q. That answers my questions. So obviously they 
are not available? 

A. Yes, sir, unfortunately. 

Q. Now then, you submitted your report on or about 
the 24th or 25th, what happened subsequent thereto? 

A. I related to you a few moments ago that General 
YOUNG had indicated to me that this satisfied the requirement. 
I do not recall how much time elapsed. It seems to me that 
it was within a few days, but I do recall General KOSTER go­
ing on leave sometime after this, 24, 25 April, and again I'm 
not confident of the days. He departed on R&R. It was 
approximately 10 May, I would roughly estimate. I got 
another requirement from General YOUNG that General KOSTER 
desired a formal investigation of this incident. I assigned 
Colonel BAru<ER to conduct a formal investigation. I asked 
General YOUNG if there was new material which I had no 
knowledge of that incited or caused another report or a 
formal report of investigation. He told me that he knew of 
no further information. I notified Colonel BARKER to conduct 
the investigation and I believe at this time, he was back in 
my headquarters. TF Barker, I can't recall, but anyway I 
passed on to BARKER the requirement. 
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Q.  I f  you had  been back i n  your h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  what 
p o s i t i o n  would he  have heen f i l l i n g ?  

A .  H e  would halie been f i l l i n g  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ' s  
p o s i t i o n .  

Q .  Had you cons ide red  g e t t i n g  some o u t s i d e  h e l p  t o  
conduct t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  such  as r e q u e s t i n g  some a s s i s t a n c e  
from t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  N o ,  s i r .  There was n o t h i n g  t h a t  I had h e a r d  e i t h e r  
by my d i r e c t  i n q u i r i e s  o r  th rough any of my s t a f f ,  my command 
s e r g e a n t  majors ,  o r  anybody t h a t  would l e a d  me t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
any i n c i d e n t  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  which had been r e p o r t e d  upon had 
occur red  i n  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  area. 

Q. 
A .  Other  t h a n  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  one f o r  example o f  
~ D I N A  s h o o t i n g  t h e  woman, o r  2 0  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  o r  a i r ,  gunships .  I had a b s o l u t e l y  n o t  one  i n k l i n g .  

Q. 
d i d  have a d d i t i o n a l  a l l e g a t i o n s  which had been  made by TIIOMPSON? 

A .  W e l l ,  I had one made by THOMPSON, r i g h t .  

Q. One s t a t e m e n t ,  and from what you 've  i n d i c a t e d  .it 
perhaps  had  two a l l e g a t i o n s  which r e f e r r e d  d i r e c . t l y  t o  PEIEDLNA,~ 
ano the r  which was a r a t h e r  g e n e r a l  one concerrling-- 

A. (1ritarpos.i.ng) Wild f i r l n g  by t r o o p s  and bl7 gun- 
s h i p s ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. 
c h i e f :  

A. I n  t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  w e n t  to - -yes ,  s ir .  

8 .  There was a l s o  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  which had been  p u t  
t o g e t h e r  e v i d e n t l y  by your  52d PI1 group which i s  p a r t  of your  
r e p o r t .  
a b l e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

What i n c i d e n t  a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

W e l l ,  t o  p u t  t oge%her  aga in  what you d i d  h a v e ,  you 

m d  t h e r e  was a l s o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  from t h e  v i l l a g e  

The re  w a s  a l s o  t h e  VC propaganda,  a11 t h a t  was avai l -  
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Q. If you had b ee n back in your headq uarters , what 
position would h e have been fi lling? 

A. He would have been filling the exe cutive officer.'s 
position. 

Q. Had you cons i de red getting some outside help to 
conduct this investigation, such as requesting some assistance 
from the division? 

A. No, sir. There was nothing that I had heard either 
by my direc t inquiries or through any of my staff, my command 
sergeant majors, or anybody that would lead me to believe that 
any incide nt other than that which had been r e ported upon had 
occurred in the Hy Lai (4) area. 

Q. What incident are you referring to? 

A. Other than the incident, the one for example of 
MEDINA shooting the woman, or 20 civili an s killed by 
artillery or air, gunShips . I had absolutely not one inkling. 

Q. We ll, to put toge ther again \vhat you did have, you 
did have additiona l allegations which had been made by THOHPSON? 

A. 

Q. 
perhap s 
another 

We ll, I had one made by THOMPS ON, right. 

One stateme nt, and from what you've indicated ,it 
had two a ll e gations I-lhich re ferred directly to HEDINA,' 
which was a rather general one concerning--

A. (Intc rpos ;' ng) Wild firing by troops and by gun-
ships, y es , sir. 

Q. 
chief. 

A. 

And there was also the information from the village 

In the l e tter thaI: went to--yes, sir . 

Q. There was also the statement which had been put 
together eviden't.ly by your 52d 111 group whi ch is part of your 
report. There was also the VC propaganda, all that was avail­
able at that time? 
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A. Yes, s i r ,  b u t  I d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  as new e v i -  
dence.  When I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel TOL? and Colonel  IZHIEN, 
t h e s e  two gent1err:zn were both  adamant t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a normal 
VC propaqanda move a n d  t h e r e  was no th ing  f u r t h e r  t h a t  I cou ld  
see developing .  That t h i s  was n o t  a new development t o  t h e  
c a s e .  

Q.  What a d d i t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  d i d  General  YOUNG g i v e  
you concern ing  t h e  maki.nq of  t h i s  formal r e p o r t ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. H e  i n s t r u c t e d  m e  t h a t  I was t o  have ,  General  
KOSTER d e s i r e d ,  t h a t  we conduct a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I I e  had no knowledcje of  any a d d i t i o n a l  ma t t e r  
which t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, had which I d i d n ' t  have.  I d i s -  
cussed  w i t h  him who t h e  l o g i c a l  i n d i v i d u a l  was t o  perform t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t o l d  him t h a t  i f  he  had no o b j e c t i o n s ,  I 
would a s s i g n  Colonel  DARKER t o  i t .  And General  YOUNG f e l t ,  
he  i n d i c a t e d  t o  m e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

Q. Doesn ' t  it seem unusual  however, t o  have somebody 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  h i m s e l f ?  

A. A t  no p o i n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  had I been  l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  
or had any i n f o r m a t i o n ,  no r  do I know a t  t h i s  da te ,  t h a t  Colonel  
BARKER was p e r s o n a l l y  invo lved  i n  t h i s .  

Q .  No, h i s  u n i t .  When I say h imse l f  I a m  r e f e r -  
r i n g  t o  something which took p l a c e  i n  u n i t s  under h i s  com- 
mand. 

A. N o ,  f r a n k l y  i t  d i d  n o t  e n t e r  my mind. 

Q. General  YOUNG approved it? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. 
Did h e  g i v e  you any o t h c r  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  he  t o l d  me  it was a formal  i n v e s t i g a -  
t i o n .  I t  was t o  b e  a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. 

A. 
from i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h a t  t h e y  were t o  b e  sworn t o  and a formal 
r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Did he  t e l l  you t h a t  t h i s  was a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

How d i d  you i n t e r p r e t  t h e  t e r m  formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

T h i s  meant t o  me was t h a t  s t a t e m e n t s  were t o  be t a k e n  
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A. Yes, sir, but I did not consider this as new evi-
dence. I"hen I talked to Colonel TOfu'l and Colonel KHIEN, 
these hlo gentlerrc>2n \'Iere both adaman t that this was a normal 
VC propaganda move and there was nothing further that I could 
see developing. That this was not a new development to the 
case. 

Q. What additional instruction did General YOUNG give 
you concerning the making of this formal report, investigation? 

A. He instructed me that I was to have, General 
KOSTER desired, that we conduct a formal investigation of 
this incident. lIe had no knowledge of any additional matter 
which the division commander had which I didn't have. I dis­
cussed with him who the logical individual was to perform the 
investigation and told him that if he had no objections, I 
would assign Colonel BARKER to it. And General YOUNG felt, 
he indicated to me that this was certainly satisfactory. 

Q. Doesn't it seem unusual however, to have somebody 
investigating himself? 

A. At no point at this time had I been led to believe 
or had any information, nor do I know at this date, that Colonel 
BARKER was personally involved in this. 

Q. 
ring 
mand. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

to 
No, his unit. When I say himself I am refer­

something which took place in units under his com-

No, frankly it did not enter my mind. 

General YOUNG approved it? 

Yes, sir. 

• 

Q. 
Did he 

Did he tell you that this was a formal investigation? 
give you any other instructions? 

A. 
tion. 

Q. 

No, sir, he told me it was a formal investiga­
It was to be a formal investigation. 

How did you interpret the term formal investigation? 

A. This meant to me was that statements were to be taken 
from individuals, that they were to be sworn to and a formal 
report of investigation made to the division. 
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Q .  You r ece ived  no d i . r e c t i v e  i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  
d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. To conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  f a c t s  and t h e  
c i rcumstances  su r round ing  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  I d i d  nq t  . 
Q .  When you gave your i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Colonel  BARKER, d i d  
you g i v e  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  h i m  i n  w r i t i n g  or  d i d  you g i v e  them 
to him v e r b a l l y ?  

A. I gave them t o  him v e r b a l l y ,  s i r .  

Q .  What w a s  your  admonition t o  him? 

A. I t o l d  him t h a t  General  KOSTER, t h e  d i v i s i o n  com- 
mander, wanted a formal i n v e s t i , g a t i o n  and t h a t  he was t o  take 
s t a t e m e n t s  from anybody and everybody who was d i r e c t l y  o r  i n -  
d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  and t h a t  I wanted t h e s e  
s t a t e m e n t s  t a k e n  i n  adequate  d e t a i l  t o  prove or  d i s p r o v e  t h a t  
any th ing  had t a k e n  p l a c e .  

10: I would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  Army Regul.ation 15-6 ,  t i t l e d  
"Boards,  Commissions, and Committees" i n t o  ev idence .  

RCDR: T h i s  d i r e c t i v e  i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  and marked 
as E x h i b i t  D-2. 

10: A r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  document (handing 
t h e  document t o  COL XENDERSON) ? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q .  
ters? 

A. They were, sir.  

Q. 
document i n  conduct ing  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and r e p o r t ?  

Were cop ies  o f  t h e  AR a v a i l a b l e  i n  your  headquar- 

D i d  you i n s t r u c t  Colonel  BARKER t o  u t i l i z e  t h i s  
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Q. 
division? 

You received no directive in writing from the 

A. No, sir. 

Q. To conduct an investigation of the facts and the 
circumstances surrounding that particular incident? 

A. No, sir. I did not. 

Q. When you gave your instructions to Colonel BARKER, did 
you give the instructions to him in writing or did you give them 
to him verbally? 

A. I gave them to him verbally, sir. 

Q. What was your admonition to him? 

A. I told him that General KOSTER, the division com-
mander, wanted a formal investigation and that he was to take 
statements from anybody and everybody who was directly or in­
directly related to this incident and that I wanted these 
statements taken in adequate detail to prove or disprove that 
anything had taken place. 

10: I would like to enter Army Regulation 15-6, titled 
"Boards, Commissions, and Committees" into evidence. 

RCDR: This directive is entered into evidence and marked 
as Exhibit D-2. 

10: Are you familiar with this document (handing 
the document to COL ,-!ENDERSON)? 

A. 

Q. 
ters? 

A. 

Yes, sir. 

Were copies of the AR available in your headquar-

They were, sir. 

Q. Did you instruct Colonel BARKER to utilize this 
document in conducting his investigation and report? 
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A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  i f  I i n s t r u c t e d  him i n  us ing  15-6 
o r  n o t .  I t  was c e r t a i n l y  my in t en t i . on  t h a t  h e  do so, and 
I presumed t h a t  when we r eques t ed  o r d e r s  t o  be c c t  from 
d i v i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r d e r s  would c i t e  t h i s .  Whether 
t hey  d i d  o r  n o t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q.  Were o r d e r s  c u t  from d i v i s i o n  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER 
w a s  t o  conduct  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  f a c t s  and c i r c u m -  
s t a n c e s  and so  on? 

A. I cannot  h o n e s t l y  say  t h a t  I e v e r  s a w  them, b u t  
I c e r t a i n l y  took  it f o r  g r a n t e d  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  would c u t  
o r d e r s  on t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n . '  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I e v e r  -- 
i t  is a normal procedure t h a t  when we had an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t h a t  w e  would supply  t h e  SAG o r  t h e  AG of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h e  
name of  t h e  o f f i c e r  conduct ing  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  
d i v i s i o n  then  would c u t  o r d e r s  naming t h i s  o f f i c e r .  I do n o t  
r eca l l  whether such o r d e r s  were c u t  o r  n o t .  

Q. What d a t e  d i d  you i s s u e  your i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
Colonel  BARKER? 

A. I i s s u e d  them t o  him t h e  same day t h a t  General 
YOUNG gave them t o  me and t h a t  was i n  May, b u t  I estimate 
it was e a r l y  May, around 1 0  May, approximate ly ,  when t h i s  
i nves t iga t ion  w a s  i n i t i a t e d .  
t h a t  Colonel  BARKER v i s i t e d  t h e  JAG o f f i c e  of t h e  
America1 Div i s ion .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  p o i n t  cou ld  be v e r i f i e d  
by Major COMEAU who i s  i n  t h e  JAG o f f i c e  h e r e  a t  t h e  Pentagon. 
I b e l i e v e  i f  he would have gone t h e r e  he would have confer- 
r e d  w i t h  Major COMEAU. I b e l i e v e  he d i d .  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d ,  Colonel HENDERSON, t h a t  d i v i s i o n  
normally p u b l i s h e d  o r d e r s  on i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r s  . YOU 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you are n o t  sure  t h a t  you saw such an o r d e r  
from t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  Did you provid~?  t h e  America1 
D i v i s i o n  t h e  name o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  and a l l  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l  d a t a ?  

A. I a m  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  I d i d ,  s ir .  

Q. 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

b u t  I d i d  imply t h a t  it w a s  t o  have t op  p r i o r i t y .  

I a m  a l s o  of  t h e  o p i n i o n  

Did you g i v e  a time frame f o r  t h e  complet ion of  

A. I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I did g i v e  a t i m e  
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A. I do not r ecal l if I instructed him in using 15-6 
or not. It was ce r tainly my inte ntion that he do so, and 
I presumed that when we reques t e d orde r s to be c~t from 
di vision that the di vis ion orde rs would ci t e this . Whether 
they did or not I don't know. 

Q. Were orde rs cut from division that Colonel BARKER 
was to conduct an investigat ion of the facts and circum­
stances and so on? 

A. I cannot hone s tly say that I eve r saw them, but 
I certainly took it for granted that division would cut 
orde r s on the investigation . . I do not r e call that I ever -­
it i s a normal procedure that when we had an investigation 
that we would supply the JAG or the AG of the division the 
name of the officer conducting the inves tigat ion and that 
division then would cut orders naming this officer. I do not 
recall whether such orders were cut or not. 

Q. What date did you issue your instructions to 
Colonel BARKER? 

A. I issued them to him the same day that General 
YOUNG gave them to me and that was in May, but I estimate 
it was early May, around 10 May, approximately, when this 
investigation was initiated. I am also of the opinion 
that Colonel BARKER visited the JAG office of the 
Americal Division. I believe this pOint could be verified 
by Major COMEAU who is in the JAG office h e re at the Pentagon. 
I believe if he would have gone there h e would have confer­
red with Major COMEAU. I believe he did. 

Q. You indicated, Colonel HENDERSON, that division 
normally publi shed orde rs on investigating officers. You 
indicated that you are not sure that you saw such an order 
from the Americal Division. Did you provid~ the Americal 
Division the name of the investigating officer and all the 
essential data? 

A. I am confident that I did, sir. 

Q. Did you give a time frame for the completion of 
the investigation? 

A. I do not believe that I did give a time fri9~e, 
but I did imply that it was to have top priority. ,f 
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Q.  When was a completed r e p o r t  submi t ted?  

A. TO t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  comnleted re- 
p o r t  was submi t ted  appro:;j.mately 1 week a f t e r  the r e y u i r e -  
ment had been p l aced  on Colonel BARKER. 

Q .  To whom was i t  submi t ted?  

A. I t  was submi t ted  t o  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  through 
my headquar t e r s .  

Q.  You t h e n  had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  see,  review,  and 
t o  comment upon t h e  r e p o r t  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e ?  

A. I d i d ,  s i r .  

Q .  D i d  you r e t a i n  a copy of t h e  r e p o r t  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  
headquar t e r s?  

A.  I d i d  n o t ,  s i r .  

Q .  Can you g ive  u s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
t h e  sum and s u b s t a n c e  of t h e  f i n d i n g s  and conc lus ions  o f  t h e  
r e p o r t ?  

A. T o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge t h e  r e p o r t  i nc luded  
s t a t e m e n t s  from c e r t a i n l y  a l l  of t h e  company commanders, from 
v a r i o u s  p i l o t s ,  which p i l o t s  they  were, I do n o t  know. 

Q.  Did i t  i n c l u d e  a s t a t e m e n t  from Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON? 

A.  I cannot  r e c a l l ,  I though t  s o ,  b u t  I do n o t  reca l l  
having  s e e n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  s o  I do n o t  know. I t  i n c l u d e d  
s ta tements  from e n l i s t e d  p e r s o n n e l ,  b o t h  C h a r l i e  and Bravo 
Company, i t  i n c l u d e d  s t a t e m e n t s  from pe r sonne l  working i n  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  TOC. To answer your  s p e c i f i c  ques t ion , ,  t h e  con- 
c l u s i o n s  o,f t h a t  r e p o r t  were t h a t  2 0  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  and gunships .  
never  used ,  o r  massacre o r  any th ing  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  There was 
no ev idence  t o  s u p p o r t  t h a t  any s o l d i e r s  had w i l l f u l l y  o r  
n e g l i g e n t l y  wounded o r  k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s  d u r i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q.  Were t h e r e  any w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  and s i g n e d  state- 
ments  from t h e n  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY? 

A .  I do n o t  know. There were p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s '  state- 
ments i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  as t o  what p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  made s t a t e m e n t s ,  
I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  

Q.  Were t h e r e  any w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o t h e r  t h a n  
s e p a r a t i n g  them from t h e  f i n d i n g s  and t h e  recommendations? -' 
Were t h e r e  any de roga to ry  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  t h e  t e s t imony  which 
was t a k e n  ander o a t h ?  
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There were no--the t e r m  a t r o c i t y  w a s  

Q. When was a completed report submitted? 

A. To the b es t of nw r e collection, the comolete d re-
port was submitted a pproximate ly I week afte r the r equire­
ment had bee n placed on Colon e l BARKER. 

Q. '1'0 whom \vas it submi tted? 

A. It wa s submi tt e d to the Ame rica l Division through 
my headqu a rters. 

Q. You the n had an opportunity to see , revi e w, and 
to comment upon the r eport as appropriate? 

A. I did, sir. 

Q. Did you r e tain a copy of the report at the brigade 
h eadquarters? 

A. I did not, sir. 

Q. Can you give us, to the best of your recollection, 
the sum and substance of the findings and conclusions of the 
r epo rt? 

A. To the best of my knowledge the r eport included 
statements from certainly all of the compa n y commanders, from 
various pilots, which pilots they were, I do not know. 

Q. Did it include a statement from Warrant Officer 
THOMPSON? 

A. I cannot recall, I thought so, but I do not recall 
h a ving seen the s tate ment, so I do not know. It included 
sta-tements from enlisted personnel, both Charlie and Bravo 
Company, it include d state ments from personnel working in the 
battalion TOC. To answer your specific question, the con­
clusions 0'£ that r e port were that 20 civilians had been killed by 
artillery and gunships. There were no--the term atrocity was 
never used, or massacre or any thing of this nature. There was 
no e vidence to support that any soldiers had willfully or 
n egligently wounde d or kille d civilians during this operation. 

Q. Were the r e any written statements and signed state-
ments from then Lieutenant CALLEY? 

A. I do not know. There were platoon leaders' state-
ment s in there, but as to what platoon leaders made statements, 
I'm not certain. 

Q. Were there any within the state ments other than 
s e parating them from the findings and the r e commendations? " 
Were there any derogatory statements in the testimony which 
was taken ~der oath? 
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A .  There were none whatsoever .  

Q .  How many people  were i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A .  I would e s t i m a t e  t h a t  there  were 1 5  t o  20  s ta te -  
ments a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  There w a s  
one Vietnamese r e p o r t  a l s o  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h a t ,  and it seems t o  
m e  t h a t  it w a s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  who was w i t h  Company C .  I 
cou ld  n o t  a t  t h i s  time swear t o  t ha t ,  b u t  t o  t h e  best  of  my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  i t  i s .  He had w r i t t e n  i n  Vietnamese and it 
had been t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Eng l i sh .  

Q. What was t h e  approximate s i z e  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t ?  How 
many pages d i d  it includ.e? 

A.  Most o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  were s i n g l e  pages .  Most 
of them were c r y p t i c .  They were something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t ,  
"having been a d v i s e d  t o  my r i g h t s  and so  f o r t h ,  I was w i t h  Compan 
C- -o r  Company B , "  whichever t h e  c a s e  may be--"on 1 6  March; t h a t  
I p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  period I d i d  
n o t  purpose ly  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  k i l l  any c i v i l i a n s ,  no r  d i d  
I obse rve  any k i l l e d . "  
t h e  impress ion  t h a t  they  were carbon pape r s  of  one after t h e  

220 
other ,  b u t  it was t h e  g e n e r a l  g i s t  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  state- 

_). ments--Captain M E D I N A ' s  s t a t e m e n t  I r e c a l l  was i n  greater d e t a i l  
-J and he  re i terated g e n e r a l l y  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  I r e p o r t e d  upon 

They were not--1 d o n ' t  mean t o  g i v e  
-d 

h e r e  ea r l i e r ,  my q u e s t i o n i n g  o f  him. H i s  would have been couple of 
pages  o r  perhaps  t h r e e  pages .  
report was a g a i n  approximate ly  t h r e e  pages i n  l e n g t h .  

Colonel  BARKER'S cove r ing  

Q. 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made, d i d  you t e l l  him t h e  purpose  of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Was t h i s  i nc luded?  Would t h i s  have  been  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  coming from t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion?  

When you c i t e d  t o  Colonel  BARKER t h a t  you wanted 

A. 1c do  n o t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. How many c o p i e s  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  were s u b m i t t e d  

A. I believe it was submi t t ed  i n  t h r e e  copies. 

Q. D i d  you have any p a r t i c u l a r  reason € o r  not 
r e t a i n i n g  a copy of it i n  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ?  

to  you? 

A. I had none, sir.  
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A. There were none whatsoever. 

Q. How many people were interrogated? 

A. I would estimate that there were 15 to 20 state-
ments attached to this report of investigation. There was 
one vietnamese report also attached to that, and it seems to 
me that it was the interpreter who was with Company C. I 
could not at this time swear to that, but to the best of my 
recollection it is. He had written in Vietnamese and it 
had been translated into English. 

Q. What was the approximate size of this report? How 
many pages did it include? 

A. Most of the statements were single pages. Most 
of them were cryptic. They were something to the effect that, 
"having been advised to my rights and so forth, I was with Company, 
C--or Company B," whichever the case may be--"on 16 March; that'< 
I participated in the operation, that during this period I did 
not purposely or intentionally kill any civilians, nor did 
I observe any ki lIed. " 1'hey were not-- I don't mean to give 
the impression that they were carbon papers of one after the 
other, but it was the general gist of the majority of the state­
ments--Captain MEDINA's statement I recall was in greater detail 
and he reiterated generally the information that I reported upon 
here earlier, my questioning of him. His would have been couple of 
pages or perhaps three pages. Colonel BARKER's covering 
report was again approximately three pages in length. 

Q. When you cited to Colonel BARKER that you wanted 
an investigation made, did you tell him the purpose of the 
investigation? Was this included? Would this have been 
included in the directive coming from the Americal Division? 

A. I do not recall, sir. 

Q. How many copies of this report were submitted 
to you? 

A. I believe it was submitted in three copies. 

Q. Did you have any particular reason for not 
retaining a copy of it in brigade headquarters? 

A. I had none, sir. 
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u. All cop ies  were t h e n  forwarded to  t h e  America] 
D i v i  s i on h e a dq u;1 r t e r s ? 

A. y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Can you g i v e  us t h e  subs t ance  of your  comments i n  
your  endorsement? 

A. My endorsement r e l a t e d  t h a t  I had reviewed t h e  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BARKER, t h a t  t h e  f a c t s  and 
c i rcumstances  c i t e d  throughout  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  agreed  gen- 
e r a l l y  w i t h  my own p e r s o n a l  incjcj.ry i n t o  t h e  matter, t h a t  
t h e r e  was no new evidence  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  t h a t  
anybody had been k i l l e d ,  any c i v i l i a n  had been k i l l e d  e x c e p t  
t h o s e  t h a t  had been p r e v i o u s l y  r e p o r t e d  upon, and I recommended 
t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  be accep ted .  

Q .  Did you i n  i s s u i n g  your  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Colonel  
BARKER a d v i s e  him also t o  i n t e r r 0 g a . k  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON? 

A .  I d i d  n o t .  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  reca l l  d i r e c t i n g  
him t o  do t h a t .  O f  course, he knew t h e  r e p o r t  I had received 
from THOMPSON, and I b e l i e v e  h e  had r e c e i v e d  t h e  same report  
b e f o r e  I g o t  up t o  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  mo.ming on t h e  1 7 t h .  
I do n o t  r eca l l  having  g iven  him t h a t  guidance.  

e .  
advoca te ,  do you know whether  Colonel  BARKER r e l i e d  upon any 
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  ass i s t  him i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A.  I a m  under  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  Major CALHOUN assis-  
t e d  him i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. Major CALHOUN, what w a s  h i s  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. H e  was t h e  combinat ion execut ive /S3  of Task Force  
Barker .  

Q .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. 
and give as many of t h e  names of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who were 
i n t e r r o g a t e d  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  as you p o s s i b l y  can. 

Aside from c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  judge  

B u t  a lso a member of Task Force Barker?  

I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  t h i n k  f o r  j u s t  a minute 
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Q. All copies were then fon~arded ·to the America] 
Division headquarters? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Can you give us the substance of your comments in 
your endorsement? 

A. My endorsement relate d that I had r eviewed the in-
vestigation of Lieutenant Colonel BARKER, that the facts and 
circumstances cited throughout the investigation agreed gen­
e rally with my own personal inqu i.ry into the matter, that 
there was no new evide nce to s ubstantiate the allegations, that 
anybody had been killed, any civi lian had bee n ki.lled except 
thos e that had been previously reported upon, and I recommended 
that the report be accepted. 

Q. Did you in is sui ng y our instructions to Colonel 
BARKER advise him also to interrogate Warrant Officer THOMPSON? 

A. I did not. I don't specifically recall directing 
him to do that. Of course, he knew the r eport I had received 
from THOMPSON , and I believe he had received the same report 
before I got up to that position that morning on the 17th. 
I do not recall having given him that guidance. 

Q. Aside from contacting the division staff judge 
advocate, do you know whether Colonel BARKER relied upon any 
other individual to assist him in his investigation? 

A. I am unde r the impression that Major CALHOUN assis-
ted him in this investigation. 

Q. 

A. 
Barker. 

Q. 

A. 

Major CALHOUN, what was his position? 

He was the combination executive/53 of Task Force 

But also a member of Task Force Barker? 

Yes, sir. 

Q. I would like for you to think for just a minute 
and give as many of the names of the individuals who were 
interrogated in this investigation as you possibly can. 
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'1 A .  The only names t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  a r e  Cap ta in  'I 
MICHLES an?. Captain V E D I N A .  1 cannot  r e c a l l  any o f  t h e  en- ' 

l i s t e d  or anyy of  the p la toon  l e a d e r s  t h a t  made s t a t e m e n t s  i n  >I 

lij 
j l l  ,! 

t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q .  
p o r t  was s u b n i t t e d  concerninq t h e  c o n t e n t s  of t h e  r e p o r t  or 
f i n d i n g s  and recoirriendations? 

D i d  General  KOSTCR e v e r  c o n t a c t  you a f t e r  t h i s  re- 

A .  I do not  r e c a l l  t h a t  General  KOSTER p e r s o n a l l y  
t a l k e d  t o  me about t h e  r e p o r t  n o r  d i d  I t a l k  t o  him about  it. 
We may have. I r e c a l l  a d v i s i n g  General  YOUNG t h a t  it was i n  
and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been completed and had been sub- 
m i t t e d ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e  acknowledged t h a t  h e  had seen 
it  a t  d i v i s i o n ,  t h a t  he was aware t h a t  i t  had been s u b m i t t e d ,  b u t  
no ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  General  KOSTER abou t  it. 

10: Wit.h r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  do 
you M r ,  WEST, o r  Coloncl  W I L S O N ,  o r  Colonel  M I L L E R  have any 
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  d i r e c t ?  

What w a s  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A.  There was no c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o s t .  I t  
w a s n ' t  even marked "For O f f i c i a l  Use Only ,"  a s  I reca l l .  

a .  Subsequent t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  t o  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
General  KOSTER never  mentioned t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  you aga in?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  

a. 
A. Y e s ,  sir .  

D o  you reca l l  a S e r g e a n t  IIAEBERLE? 

Q.  What was h i s  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. 
t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Br igade .  

H e  was a photographer  i n  t h e  31st PI0 s e c t i o n  of 
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A. The only names that I can recall, sir, are captain 
MICHLES and Cantain t-mDINA. I cannot recall any of the en­
list,cd or any of t)w platoon leaders that made statements in 
this investi'Jaticn. 

Q. 
port VIas 
findings 

Did General KOSTER ever contact you after this re­
submitted ccncerning the contents of the report or 
aDd reco:T.mendations? 

A. I do not recall that General KOSTER personally 
talked to me about the report nor did I talk to him about it. 
iva may have. I recall advising General Y01Y.·1G that it was i,n 
and the investigation had been completed and had been sub­
mit tee, and I believe that he acknO\,ledged that he had seen 

!II 
i' I II : 

\11 
I, ! 
li1 t! 

',I' ' 

I i: 
" ~ ! 

it at division, that he was aware that it had been submitted, but· 
no, I do not recall talking to General KOSTER about it. 

10: with respect to this report of investigation, do 
you Mr. WEST, or Colonel WILSON, or Colonel MILLER have any 
questions that you would like to direct? 

What was the classification of the report? 

A. There was no classification of the report. It 
wasn't even marked "For Official Use Only," as I recall. 

Q. Subsequent to that time, to your recollection, 
General KOSTER never mentioned this report to you again? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you recall a Sergeant HAEBERLE? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Imat \vas his position? 

A. He was a photographer in the 31st PIO section of 
the 11th Infantry Brigade. 
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Q. 

A. No, s ir .  I do n o t .  

D o  you know his f u l l  name by chance? 

Q .  Would you s t a t e  aga in  what s e c t i o n  he belonged to?  

A. 
I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

He belonged t o  t h e  31s-t  P I 0  Dntachment of t h e  11 th  

Q. 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

H e  was under your  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  t hen?  

Q. Working b a s i c a l l y  f o r  your  P I O ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY w a s  t h e  commander of t h e  
P I 0  Detachment. 

Q.  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q.  

1 6  March? 

And a l s o  a d u a l  c a p a c i t y  as PIO? 

0 
hl 

Did L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY ever i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  h e  
migh.t have h e a r d  some compla in t s  concern ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 

A. Never. 

Q. Did S e r g e a n t  HAEBEFGE? 

A. Never. 

0. 
P u b l i c  In fo rma t ion  Detachment? 

A. No, s ir  

10: 

Did anybody else from t h e  PI0 S e c t i o n  of t h e  3 i s t  

I would l i k e  t o  have t h e s e  photographs p l e a s e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1545 h o u r s ,  2 December 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened at  1548 h o u r s ,  2 December 

1969 .) 

1 9 6 9  .) 
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Do you know his full name by chance? 

No, sir. I do not. 

Would you state again what section he belonged to? 

A. He belonged to the 31s·t PIO Detachment of the 11th Infantry Brigade. 

Q. He was under your operational control then? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Working basically for your PIO, is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. Lieutenant MOODY was the commander of the 
PIO Detachment. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
might have 
16 March? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

And also a dual capacity as PIO? 

Yes, sir. 

Did Lieutenant MOODY ever indicate to you that he 
heard some complaints concerning the operation on 

Never. 

Did Sergeant HAEBERLE? 

Never. 

Q. 
Public 

Did anybody else from the PIO Section of the 31st 
Information Detachment? 

; A. 

10: 

1969 .J 

1969.J 

(HENDERSON) 

No, sir 

I would like to have these photographs please. 

recessed at 1545 hours, 2 December {The hearing 

reconvened at 1548 hours, 2 December (The hearing 

78 APP T-l 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

. il 



l o  
FOR OI?FICIN> USE ONLY 

10: Th i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: 
cesscd a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

A l l  persons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  re- 

10: Colonel i iENDEl?SON, I have h c r e  a group of photo- 
g raphs ,  numbers 2 through 2 5 ,  which I would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n -  
t o  ev idence .  

RCDR: These photographs a r e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  
and marked a s  E x h i b i t  P-2 through P-25  (B&W photographs t a k e n  
by Ronald L .  HAEBERLE on  1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ) .  

10: Colonel 1,IENDERSON; I have h e r e  a s e t  o f  photo- 
g raphs ,  have you e v e r  s een  t h e s e  photographs (handing t h e  
photographs t o  Colonel HENDERSON) ? 

A. S i r ,  I have neve r  s een  any of t h e s e  photographs 
(handing photographs back t o  t h e  10). 

Q. You d i d  n o t  see any of  t h e s e  photographs w h i l e  i n  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  p e r i o d  w e  a r e  speak ing  of d u r i n g  t h e  
cour se  of your i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  w h i l e  you were t h e  commander 
of t h e  b r i g a d e ?  

A. From t h e n  u n t i l  now. 

Q .  You have any f u r t h e r  questi .ons t o  c l a r i f y  t h e s e ?  

MR WEST: I t h i n k  t h a t  we might l e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  
t h e s e  photographs which have been marked as E x h i b i t s  P-2 th rough 
P-25 have been s u p p l i e d  t o  General  PEERS as b e i n g  p r i n t s  of 
photographs t aken  by Ronald HAEBEliLE when he  was a member Of 
t h e  P I 0  detachment of t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.. They 
were r e p o r t e d l y  t aken  1 6  March 1 3 6 8 ,  i n  and i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of My L a i  ( 4 )  du r ing  t h e  morning of 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 .  I might  
add,  t h e y  r e p o r t e d l y  a r e  t h e  photographs t a k e n  by HAEBERLE 
i n  h i s  o f f i c i a l  capacj- ty .  

I0 : 
photos  normally be c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  

Within your  p u b l i c  i n fo rma t ion  s e c t i o n  would such  
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10: This hearing will come to order. 

RCDR: All persons Ivho were present when the hearing re-
cessed are again present. 

10 : Colonel HENDERSON, I h ave here a group of photo-
g r aphs , numbers 2 through 25 , which I \vould like to enter in­
to evidence. 

RCDR: These photographs a r e e ntered into the record 
and marked as Exhibit P-2 through P-25 (B&W photographs taken 
by Ronald L. HAEBERL E on 16 March 1968) . 

10: Colonel HENDERSON; I have here a set of photo­
graphs, have you ever seen these photographs (handing the 
photog raphs to Co lone l HENDERSON)? 

A. Sir, I have never seen any of these photographs 
(handing photographs back to the 10). 

Q. You did not see any of these photographs \"hile in 
the particular time period we are speaking of during the 
course of your investigation or while you were the commander 
of the brigade? 

A. From then until now. 

Q. You have any further questions to clarify these? 

MR WEST: I think that ~le mi ght l e t the record s how that 
these photographs which h ave bee n marked as Exhibits P-2 through 
P-25 have been supplie d to General PEERS as being prints of 
photographs taken by Ronald HAEBEl~E when he was a member of 
the PIO detachment of the 11th Infant ry Brigade.. '£hey 
were r eportedly taken 16 March 1968, in and in the vicinity 
of My Lai (4) during the morning of 16 March 1968. I might 
add, they reportedly are the photographs taken by HAEBERLE 
in his official capacity. 

10: Within your public information section would such 
photos normally be called to your attention? 
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A .  Photos s u c h  as t h e s e ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y .  If I iden-  
t i f i e d  those  c o r r e c t l y  those  were p i c t u r e s  of so ld i e r s  in 
Company C o r  B whichever t h e  u n i t  was. I recognize~Cap- 
t a i n  M E D I N A  i n  one of  t h e  photographs,  so 1 ar;sume tha t  they 
werf: taken of  Company C .  If there  were any i n d i c a t i o n  of any 
a t r o c i t i e s  I saw one person burn ing  there- -or  appeared to be 
burn ing .  
t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  I c e r t a i - n l y  hope so ,  alt11ouc;h 1 gave him no 
s p e c i f i c  d i r e c t i o n  t o  b r i n g  any th ing  of this rlature t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n .  I would hope t h a t  from my s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  and 
how much concern I always expres sed  ove r  anytime c i v i l i a n s  
t h a t  were h u r t  o r  k i l l e d ,  t h a t  he knew of my v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  

Q .  T o  your knowledge t h e s e  ' p i c t u r e s  were neve r  c a l l e d  
t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. Never. 

10: I have h e r e  ano the r  se t  of  photos  t a k e n  by Se rgean t  
HAEBERLE on t h e  morning of 1 6  March du r ing  t h e  conduct  of t h e  
a i r  a s s a u l t  and t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  or ham1e.t of 
My La i  ( 4 ) .  These a r e  b l a c k  and w h i t e  p r i n t s  o f  photos  which 
were t aken  i n  c o l o r .  I would l i k e  t h e s e  photos  a l s o  e n t e r e d  
as ev idence  i n t o  t h e  r e p o r t .  They are numbers 26 through 4 2 .  

RCDR: These photographs a r e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  and 
marked as E x h i b i t s  P-26 th rough P-42 (B&W p r i n t s  of color 
pho.tographs t a k e n  by Ronald L .  HAEBERLE on 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ) .  

10: Colonel  HENDERSON I w i l l  show you t h e s e  photos  and 
ask you i f  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  you were i n  command of t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade you saw t h e s e  photos  e i t h e r  i n  b l ack  and w h i t e  o r  i n  
color (handing t h e  photographs t o  COL HENDERSON) ? 

A. TO photographs 31 through 4 2 ,  no I have n e v e r  
seen t h o s e  photographs.  Photographs 26  through 30, I may 
have seen. When I d e p a r t e d  t h e  
1 1 t h  Br igade  I asked t h e  PIO o f f i c e  to provide  me Some 
35mm s l i d e  p i c t u r e s  of v a r i o u s  combat-type o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  
t hey  m i g h t  have a v a i l a b l e  i n  case I w a s  c a l l e d  upon t o  speak  
to any groups o r  g i v e  any d e b r i e f i n g s  back i n  USARPAC- They 

provided me which I have i n  my safe down a t  my o f f i c e  
at t h e  Armed Forces S t a f f  c o l l e g e .  

look f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I would not: swear t h a t  t h o s e  are 
t h e  same ones. 

1 would have f e l t  t h a t  my PI0 wou1.d have br0ugh.t t h i s  

I am n o t  c e r t a i n  of t h a t .  

A couple  of t h e  he l i cop te r  
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A. photos such as these, not necessarily. If I iden-
tified those correctly those were pictures of soldiers in 
comp"n~ C or.B whichever the unit was. I did recognize'Cap­
taln MLDINA In one of the photographs, so I ",;sume that they 
wcr', ~a~en of Company C. If the~e were any indic"tion of any 
atrocltlcs I saw one person burnlng there--or appeared to be 
burning. I would have felt that my PIO would have brought this 
to my attention. I certainly hope so, al thouc;h I gave him no 
specific direction to bring anything of this nature to my 
attention. I would hope that from my staff briefings and 
hOl'1 much concern I always expressed over anyti.me ci vi lians 
that were hurt or killed, that he knew of my vital interest 
in this subject. 

Q. To your knowledge these pictures were never called 
to your attention? 

A. Never. 

10: I have here another set of photos taken by Sergeant 
HAEBERLE on the morning of 16 March during the conduct of the 
air assault and the operation into the village or hamlet of 
My Lai (4). These are black and white prints of photos which 
were taken in color. I would like these photos also entered 
as evidence into the report. They are numbers 26 through 42. 

RCDR: These photographs are entered into evidence and 
marked as Exhibits p-26 through P-42 (B&W prints of color 
photographs taken by Ronald L. HAEBERLE on 16 March 1968). 

10: Colonel HENDERSON I will show you these photos and 
ask you if during the time you were in command of the 11th 
Brigade you saw these photos either in black and white or in 
color (handing the photographs to COL HENDERSON)? 

A. To photographs 31 through 42, no I have never 
seen those photographs. Photographs 26 through 30, I may 
have seen. "I am not certain of that. When I departed the 
11th Brigade I asked the PIO office to provide me.some 
35mm slide pictures of various combat-type operatlons that 
they might have available in case I was called upon to speak 
to any groups or give any debriefings back in USARPAC .. They 

rovided me some which I have in my safe down at my off:ce 
PdF Staff college A couple of the hellcopter at the Arme orces • h 
scenes look familiar, but I would not swear that t ose are 
the same ones. 
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10: May I s e e  those  p i c t u r e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r  (handirrg t h e  p i c t u r e  back t o  t h e  Ic 
But thc:::e h e r e ,  p o s i t i v 3 1 Y  n o t .  I ' v e  never  s e e n  t h e s e  before. 
I may have seen one .i~: a imgsz ine .  

; ro  hands Colonel  HENDERSON more photographs . )  

I may have see11 one of t h e s e  photoqraphs ,  it looks 
f a m i l i a r  from a newspaper a r t i c l e  I have s e e n  h e r e  r e c e n t l y ,  
b u t  o t h e r  than  t h a t  I have seen none of t h i s  g roup  h e r e  du r ing  
my t o u r  as b r i g a d e  commander up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  

Q. The photos  you are r e f e r r i n g  t o  a r e  26 th rough 
30? 

A .  26, 2 7 ,  28, 2 9 ,  and 3 0 .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. They a r e  simply a i r  a s s a u l t - t y p e ,  h e l i c o p t e r - t y p e  
photos  and would have r e a l l y  no b e a r i n g  upon what took p l a c e  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  p e r  s e ?  

A. Tha t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  sir.  

-1 0 Q. 
A>- 
-1 Could you a c c e p t  t h a t ?  
\I 
' w 

Those photos  could have been talcen anywhere, s o  
they  are r e a l l y  n o t  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  i t e m  under d i s c u s s i o n .  

Y e s ,  s i r .  A .  

Q .  Having looked a t  t h o s e  photos  and r e c a l l i n g  your  
aer ia l  t o u r  around My L a i  ( 4 )  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning of  t h e  
1 6 t h ,  can you i d e n t i f y  any o f  t h o s e  a s  be ing  t h e  dead which 
you observed? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  I cannot .  

Q. I have h e r e  a copy of a 5 December 1 9 6 9  i s s u e  o f  
L i f e  - magazine which i n c l u u e s  s e v e r a l  photographs  from pages  
36--an a r t i c l e  from pages 36 t o  45 which i n c l u d e s  s e v e r a l  o f  
t h e  photos  i n  color  which were t a k e n  by S e r g e a n t  HAEBERLE. 
I would l i k e  t h e s e  pages of t h i s  i s s u e  of t h e  magazine e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  as ev idence .  

RCDR: 
ember 1 9 6 9 ,  are e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  as misce l l aneous  
documents and marked a s  g x h i b i t  M - 1 .  

Pages 36 through 45  of L i f e  magazine,  d a t e d  5 Dec- 

o 

o 
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10: May I see those pictures? 

A. Yes, sir (handinq the pictures back to the 10) • ,~[ 
But tl"l'::ile here, positj'"9ly not, I've never seen these before. .:: 
I may have f;een one in a ln29azine. 

(IO hands Colonel HENDERSON more photographs.) 

I may have seen one of these photographs it looks 
familiar from a newspaper article I have seen"here ;ecently, 
but other tha~ that I have seen none of this group here during 
my tour as brlgade commander up to the present time. 'I 

Q. 
30? 

A. 

Q. 
photos 
in the 

A. 

The photos you ar~ referring to are 26 through 

26, 27, 28, 29, and 30. Yes, .sir. 

They are simply air assault-type, helicopter-type 
and would have really no bearing upon what took place 
village per se? 

That is correct, sir. 

Q. Those photos could 
they are really not pertinent 
Could you accept that? 

have been taken anywhere, so 
to the item under discussion. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Having looked at those photos and recalling your 
aerial tour around My Lai (4) early in the morning of the 
16th, can you identify any of those as being the dead which 
you observed? 

A. No, sir. I cannot. 

Q. I have here a copy of a 5 December 1969 issue of 
Life magazine which incluues several photographs from pages 
36--an article from pages 36 to 45 which includes several of 
the photos in color which were taken by Sergeant HAEBERLE. 
I would like these pages of this issue of the magazine entered 
into the record as evidence. 

RCDR: Pages 36 through 45 of Life magazine, dated 5 Dec-
ember 1969, are entered into the record as miscellaneous 
documents and marked as Bxhibit M-l. 
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10: Colonel  MENDERSON,  I show you t h i s  magazine 1-0 
r e l a t e  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  t o  some o f  t h e  b lack  and w l l i . k e  p i c t u r e s  
which you j u s t  reviewed (handing t h e  magazine t o  COL IIENDERSON) . 
D o  you recognize  t h e s e  photos? 

A. 
t h e  co lo red  photos ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

10: I f  t hey  were t a k e n  b y  a member of  your PIO s e c t i o n ,  
would you expec t  such photos would be t u r n e d  i n  t o  your  p u b l i c  
in format ion  o f f i c e r ?  

A.  Abso lu te ly .  

Q. Did e i t h e r  Sergeant  IIAEEDERLE o r  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY 
i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  they  had p i c t u r e s  which might i n d i c a t e  
t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A .  Nei the r  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY, Sergean.t HAEBEl&E, n o r  
anyone else i n  my b r i g a d e ,  o r  o u t s i d e  my b r i g a d e ,  i n d i c a t e d  t o  
me t h a t  t h e r e  were any photographs a v a i l a b l e  of a c t i o n  such  
as t h e s e ,  o r  any o t h e r  ac t ions .  I was n o t  aware t h a t  I had a 
photographer  wi th  Company C.  

Q.  T o  c l a r i f y  one p o i n t ,  i n  your r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of 24 A p r i l ,  you do c i te  t h a t  2 0  noncombatants were inadver -  
t e n t l y  k i l l e d ,  b u t  I f i n d  no r e f e r e n c e  i n  h e r e  concern ing  t h e  
olle g i r l  o r  woman k i l l e d  by Capta in  MEDINA. 
p a r t i c u l a r  reason  for  having o m i t t e d  t h i s ?  

A. There w a s ,  s i r .  I t  was expla ined  t o  m e  and I pe r -  

I recognize  t h e m  from having seen---these pho tos ,  

Is t h e r e  any 

haps should  n o t  have . accep ted  it i n  t h i s  l i g h t .  
MIiDINA main ta ined  and Colonel BARKER bought it, t h a t  when h e  
w e n t  back t o  t h i s  body a f t e r  having  k i l l e d  t h i s  woman and 
sea rched  h e r  baske t  t h a t  he  c l a s s i f i e d  h e r  as a VC n u r s e ,  
t h a t  s h e  had i n  a b a s k e t  t h a t  she  had been c a r r y i n g ,  l y i n g  
b e s i d e  h e r ,  were many--some medicine and medica l  a id  i t e m s ,  
and as a consequence she  was c l a s s i f i e d  as a VC nu r se .  
w a s  t h e  r eason  g iven  t o  me  t h a t  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  was n o t  
inc luded  i n  t h e  body count  as having  been k i l l e d  by small a r m s  f i r e .  

Q. Aside from t h e  t h r e e  i n q u i r i e s  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
which w e  have c i t e d  h e r e  today:  namely your  i n i t i a l  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n ,  your  subsequent  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and the formal  inves -  
t i g a t i o n  conducted by Colonel BARKER, do you know of any 
o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning t h e  c i rcumstances  of t h e  i n c i -  
d e n t  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 1 6  March? 

Capta in  

Tha t  

1 
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10: Colonel !'IENDEHSON, I show you this magazine to 
relate these pictures to some of the black and white pictures 
which you just reviewed (handing the magazine to COL HENDERSON) . 
Do you recognize these photos? . 

A. I recognize them from having seen--these photos, 
the colored photos, yes, sir. 

10: If they were taken by a member of your PIO section, 
would you expect such photos would be turned in to your public 
information officer? 

A. Absolutely. 

Q. Did either Sergeant HAEBERLE or Lieutenant MOODY 
indicate to you that they had pictures which might indicate 
the killing of civilians? 

A. Nei ther Lieutenant MOODY, Sergeant HAEBERLE, nor 
anyone else in my brigade, or outside my brigade, indicated to 
me that there were any photographs available of action such 
as these, or any other actions. I was not aware that I had a 
photographer with Company C. 

Q. To clarify one point, in your report of investigation 
of 24 April, you do cite that 20 noncombatants were inadver­
tently killed, but I find no reference in here concerning the 
one girl or Vloman killed by Captain MEDINA. Is there any 
particular reason for having omitted this? 

A. There was, sir. It was explained to me and I per-
haps should not have accepted it in this light. Captain 
WcDINA maintained and Colonel BARKER bought it, that when he 
went back to this body after having killed t.his woman and 
searched her basket that he classified her as a VC nurse, 
that she had in a basket that she had been carrying, lying 
beside her, were many--some medicine and medical aid items, 
and as a consequence she was classified as a VC nurse. That 
was the reason given to me that this individual was not 
included in the body count as having been killed by small arms fire. 

Q. Aside from the three inquiries and investigations 
which we have cited here today: namely your initial investi-
gation, your subsequent investigation, and ·the formal inves­
tigation conducted by Colonel BARKER, do you know of any 
other investigation concerning the circumstances of the inci-
dent at My Lai (4) on 16 March? 
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A .  I d id  not  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  nor  do I now c o n s i d e r  it 
as an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Colonel  XMICN i n f e r r e d  t o  me t h a t  h e  
had t a l k e d  t o  t h e  hamlet o r  v i l l a g e  chi.ef and t h a t  t h i s  
v i l l a g e  chic.€ r e l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  he had made w a s  
based  on t h e  informat ion  t h a t  had been provided  t o  him by 
t h e  Vc and ,  consequent ly ,  Colonel K I I I E N  was d i s r e g a r d i n g  i t  
Now w h e t h e r  t h i s  was i n  t h e  form o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I 
d o n ' t  know enough about t!.!riir i n n e r  workings t o  so  c l a s s i f y  
i t ,  b u t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of knowledge t h e r e  was no o t h e r  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  m a t t e r .  

Q. Was t h e  vi l l? .ge o€ My Lai  ( 4 )  burned? 

A .  No, s i r .  

Q .  Were any s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i  ( 4 )  
burned? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I could  n o t  estimate t h e  number, 1 
d o n ' t  mean from t h e  l a r g e  number t h a t  I cou ld  n o t  e s t i m a t e ,  
b u t  a t  one p o i n t  I observed t h r e e  o r  f o u r  houses  o r  hootches  
burn ing  i n  t h e  My Lai  a r e a .  I asked Colonel  BARKER why are 
t h o s e  houses be ing  burped. 
Capta in  MEDINA and thg., r e p o r t  came back t o  m e ,  and t h i s  i s  
one t h a t  I have never  'been a b l e  t o  p i n  down s i n c e  r e c e n t l y  
when t h i s  t h i n g  came t o  L i g h t ,  b u t  I was under t h e  impres- 
s i o n  t h a t  I had been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  Na t iona l  Pol . ice  were burn- 
i n g  some houses i n  which they  had found weapons, o r  hand 
grenades ,  o r  ammunition, o r  i t ems  of m i l i t a r y  equipment.  I 
informed C o l o n e l  BARKER t h a t  r e g a r d l e s s  of who was bu rn ing  
them, t h a t  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e  had a squad 
of Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  b u t  I have neve r  been able t o  v e r i f y  
t h i s .  The National. P o l i c e  o r  t h e  Vie tnamese  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  
o r  K i t  Carson,  whoever he had w i t h  him, t h e y  were s t i l l  under 
h i s  c o n t r o l ,  and w e  had no a u t h o r i t y  t o  burn houses and t o  
see t h a t  i t  was g o t t e n  under c o n t r o l  immediately.  

Q.  Did you ever  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  few days fly over 
My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. P e r i o d i c a l l y .  Yes , s i r .  

Q. Did you observe  any a d d i t i o n a l  h o u s e s ,  o t h e s  t h a n  
t h e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t h a t  you a l l u d e d  t o ,  t h a t  were burned? 

Colonel  BARKER t h e n  c o n t a c t e d  
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A. I did not at the time, nor do I now consider it 
as an investigation. Colonel KHIEN inferred to me that he 
had talked to the hamlet or village chi.ef and that this 
village chief related that the report that he haJ made was 
based on the information that had been provided to him by 
the VC and, consequently, Colonel KillEN was disregarding it. 
Now whether this I-las in the form of an investigation, I 
don't know enough about thc:ir inner workings to so classify 
it, but to the best of DA' knowledge there ~as no other in­
vestigation of this matter. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
burned? 

Was the vilL'ge of My Lai (4) burned? 

No, sir. 

Were any structures in the village of My Lai (4) 

A. Yes, sir. .1 could not estimate the number, 1 
don't mean from the large number that I could not estimate, 
but at one point 1 observed three or four houses or hootches 
burning in the My Lai area. I asked Colonel BARKER why are 
those houses being burned. Colonel BARKER then contacted 
Captain MEDINA and thE? report came back to me, and this is 
one that I have never been able to pin down since recently 
when this thing came to light, but I was under the impres­
sion that I had been told that the National Police were burn­
ing some houses in which they had found weapons, or hand 
grenades, or ammunition, or items of military equipment. I 
informed Colonel BARKER that regardless of who was burning 
them, that the National Police, I believe that he had a squad 
of National Police, but I have never been able to verify 
this. The National Police or the Vietnamese interpreter, 
or Kit Carson, whoever he had with him, they were still under 
his control, and we had no authority to burn houses and to 
see that it Was gotten under control immediately. 

Q. Did you ever within the next few days fly over 
My Lai (4)? 

A. Periodically. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you observe any additional houses, other than 
the three or four that you alluded to, that were burned? 
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A .  I d i d  no t  0Sseri.c any  a d d i t i o n a l  I ~ O U S C L ;  bc inq  
b u r n c d ,  and I d i d  observe ' -hat  some months l ~ t t e r ,  I do n o t  
r c ? C a L l  t h e  d a t e ,  a n ' a i r  s t r ike ,*>.as going i n  on t h i s  v i . l lage.  

Q.  Were any o t h e r  hamlets  i n  t h e  !?uscatine A 0  d u r i n g  
t h e  course  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  burned? 

A .  I d i d  n o t  sec: any burn ing  of any o t h e r  houses  
e x c e p t  a sma l l  handfu l  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

Q .  Do you know of any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  were i s s u e d  
concern ing  t h e  burn ing  of villages. 

A.  Approximately a month b e f o r e  1 6  March, sometime 
i n  February ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r d e r s  were t h a t ,  no bu rn ing  o f  
v i l l a g e s  e x c e p t  by p e r s o n a l  permission of t he  d i v i s i o n  
commander. This  was passed  o u t  t o  a l l  b a t t a l i o n  commanders 
a t  a s t a f f  meeting a t  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  Whether t h i s  came 
down i n  w r i t t e n  form, o r  whether General KOSTER o r  some mem- 
b e r  o€ the d i v i s i o n  staf.C had passed  i t  t o  General  LIPSCOMB i n  a 
s t a f f  meet ing ,  I do n o t  know. I do r eca l l  General  LIPSCOMB 
announcing t h i s  a t  a s t a f f  meeting i n  which b a t t a l i o n  and 
s e p a r a t e  u n i t  commanders were i n  a t t endance .  

Q. 
i n  on t h e  command n e t  between b a t t a l i o n  and t h e  companies? 

A.  F r e q u e n t l y ,  o r  o c c a s i o n a l l y  I would monitor  t h e  
company n e t s ,  b u t  as a h a b i t  I was on my own command n e t  and 
on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  command ne.t .  

Q .  Well, i n  t h i s  case it would have been on t h e  com- 
mand n e t ,  would it n o t ,  between t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and down t o  t h e  
companies? Your command n e t  i s  from y o u r s e l f  down t o  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. The b a t t a l i o n  n e t  i s  from t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. 
pany n e t .  

Q. No, I am t a l k i n g  abou t  from, i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  
Colonel  BARXER t o  Capta in  MEDINA and t o  t h e  company commander 
of B/4/3  and t h e  o t h e r  company. 

During t h e  cour se  of t h i s  operati .on were you tuned  

I though t  you were t a l k i n g  about  t h e  i n t e r n a l  corn- 

A. Y e s ,  sir .  
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A. I did not observe any additional houses bein~ 
burned, and I dld observe that some months later, I do not 
recall the date, an air strike .\'l,as going in on this village. 

Q. Were any other hamlets in the t1uscatine AD during 
the course of this operation burned? 

A. I did not see any burning of any other houses 
except a small handful in My Lai (4). 

Q. Do you kno\V of any instructions that Vlere issued 
concerning the burning of villages. 

A. Approximately a month before 16 Harch, sometime 
in February, the division orders \Vere that, no burning of 
villages except by personal permission of the division 
commander. This Vias passed out to all battalion commanders 
at a staff meeting at brigade headquarters. Whether this came 
dOVin in Vlritten form, or whether General KOSTER or some mem-
ber of the division staff had passed it to General LIPSCOMB in a 
staff meeting, I do not know. I do recall General LIPSCOMB 
announcing this at a staff meeting in which battalion and 
separate unit commanders were in attendance. 

Q. During the course of this operation \vere you tuned 
in on the command net between battalion and the companies? 

A. Frequently, or occasionally I would monitor the 
company nets, but as a habit I was on my OVin command net and 
on the battalion command net. 

Q. Well, in this case it would have been on the com-
mand net, Vlould it not, between the battalion and dOVin to the 
companies? Your command net is from yourself down to the 
battalion? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The battalion net is from the battalion? 

A. I thought you were talking about the internal com-
pany net. 

Q. No, I am talking about from, in this instance, 
Colonel BARKER to Captain MEDINA and to the company commander 
of B/4/3 and the other company. 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q.  A t  any t i m e  i n  monitori.nq those  n e t s  d i d  you h e a r  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  t o  s t o p  the k i - l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  
noncombatants? 

A .  I d i d  n o t  hear t h a t  n o r  was i t  e v e r  r e p o r t e d  t o  
me t h a t  anyone had heard such an o r d e r .  

Q.  When you i s s u e d  t h e  i n s t r u . c t i o n s  t o  Colonel  BARKER 
concern ing  t h e  burning o f  l iamlcts was t h i s  o r d c r  pas scd  down t o  
t h e  company? 

A .  I a m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  was, s i r .  I d i d  n o t  h e a r  it 
passed  down, b u t  I know when I q u e s t i o n e d  him on why these houses  
were bu rn ing ,  he  d i d  go t o  t h e  company n e t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  I 
assume t h a t  he d i d ,  because i t  was, "Wait o u t , "  and when he  came 
back,  he  gave me t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  o r  
t h e  Vietnamese w i t h  t h e  u n i t  w e r e  burn ing  t h e  houses .  And I 
o r d e r e d  t h a t  i t  would be  ceased .  

MR WEST: W e  have r e c e i v e d  s t a t e m e n t s  from s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  
WitncssCS t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  Cap ta in  M E D I N A  g o t  h i s  men t o -  
g e t h e r  fo r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  My L a i  ( 4 )  1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ,  
t a l k e d  t o  them about  t h e  m i s s i o n ,  and among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  
t o l d  them t h a t  t h e  hamlet  was t o  be burned.  Along w i t h  t h i s ,  
t h e r e  were also some a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  o r d e r s  t o  bu rn  My L a i  

,\> ( 4 )  came from h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  D o  you have any knowledge 
o f  any such a t h i n g ?  I want t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  j u s t  ..,[ 

i n f o r m a t i o n  w e  have r ece ived .  Of cour se  w e  have r eached  no 
conc lus ion .  

A. I have no knowledge of t h i s .  I m e t  w i t h  t h e  com- 
pany commanders of TF Barker ,  w i th  Colonel  BARKER, and w i t h  
h i s  s t a f f  on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of  1 5  March, a t  which t i m e  I re- 
viewed t h e  concept  o f  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I made c e r t a i n  p o i n t s  
t h a t  Genera l  LIPSCOMB was c r i t i ca l  of  i n  p r e v i o u s  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f  TF Barke r .  P r i m a r i l y ,  i n  an area immediately t o  t h e  
n o r t h  i n  l a t e  February ,  a company commander had been wounded 
and s e v e r a l  men had been wounded and t h e  conipany f e l l  i n t o  
immediately a de fense  p o s t u r e .  The d u s t o f f  s h i p s  c o u l d  n o t  
ge t  i n .  They g o t  f i r e d  upon when they  t r i e d  t o  go i n t o  t h e  
a r ea . ,  L a t e r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, Colonel  BARKER, t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  commander, Colonel  BARKER, went i n  and evacuated 
t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  and on two d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n s  w a s  a b s e n t  from 
h i s  command for  an extended p e r i o d  of t i m e .  General  LIPSCOMB, 
when h e  came back t o  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  t h a t  n i g h t ,  w a s  q u i t e  
d i s t u r b e d  over Colonel  BARKER'S ac t ions .  I made i t  a p o i n t  of 

;; -i 0 
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Q. At any time in monitoring those nets did you hear 
instructions issued to stop the killing of civilians, 
noncombatants? 

A. I did not hear that nor was it ever reported to 
me that anyone had heard such an order. 

Q. When you issued the im;tructions to Colonel BARRER 
concerning the burning of hamlets was this order passed down to 
the company? 

A. I am certain that it was, sir. I did not hear it 
passed down, but I know when I questioned him on why these houses 
were burning, he did go to the company net, or at least I 
assume that he did, because it was, "Wait out," and when he came 
back, he gave me this report that either the National Police or 
the Vietnamese with the unit were burning the houses. And I 
ordered that it would be ceased. 

MR WEST: We have received statements from several different 
witnesses to the effect that Captain MEDINA got his men to­
gether for the operation against My Lai (4) 16 March 1968, 
talked to them about the mission, and among other things, 
told them that the hamlet was to be burned. Along with this, 
there were also some allegations thai: orders to burn My Lai 
(4) came from higher headquarters. Do you have any knowledge 
of any such a thing? I want to indicate that this is just 
information we have received. Of course we have reached no 
conclusion. 

A. I have no knowledge of this. I met with the com-
pany commanders of TF Barker, with Colonel BARKER, and with 
his staff on the afternoon of 15 March, at which time I re­
viewed the concept of this operation. I made certain pOints 
that General LIPSCOHB was critical of in previous operations 
of TF Barker. Primarily, in an area immediately to the 
north in late February, a company commander had been wounded 
and several men had been wounded and the cor"pany fell into 
immediately a defense posture. The dustoff ships could not 
get in. They got fired upon when they tried to go into the 
area. Later the battalion commander, Colonel BARKER, the 
task force commander, Colonel BARKER, went in and evacuated 
the casualties and on two different occasions was absent from 
his command for an extended period of time. General LIPSCOMB, 
when he came back to the headquarters that night, was quite 
disturbed over Colonel BARKER's actions. I made it a point of 
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t e l l i n g  t h e  company commanders t h a t  once they  made c o n t a c t  w i t h  
t h e  encmy, t h a t  t hey  were t o  main ta in  c o n t a c t .  The b e s t  
way to p r o t e c t  t h c i r  woundcd buddies ,  i f  t h e r e  were any, w a s  t o  
movc forward and g i v e  t h e  dus to f f  s k i p s  t ime ,  o r  any oppor- 
t u n i t y  to g e t  i n .  I d i d  n o t  imply,  i n f e r ,  o r  s t a t e  t h a t  t h a t  
v i l l a g e  was t o  be burned,  nor  t o  t h e  bes t  of  my knowledge, 
d i d  Colonel BARKER. The meeting cont inued  a f t e r  I had depa r t ed .  
I do n o t  know what was passed  o u t  a t  t h a t  time. The i n f o r -  
mation t h a t  I had i n f o r m a l l y ,  t h a t  Major CALHOUM and t h e  
o. thers  who were p r e s e n t ,  they  heard  no such i n s t r u c t i o n s  
i s s u e d .  

General  KOSTER? 

A .  That  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Then based  upon your p rev ious  s t a t e m e n t  about  any Q.  , ., 

t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, I t a k e  i t  t h e r e  was no such a u t h o r i t y  from '. 

burning of v i l l a g e s  be ing  p r o h i b i t e d  un le s s  a u t h o r i z e d  by 

, A  
i 

Q .  W e  have r e c e i v e d  o t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s  burned i n  this o p e r a t i o n ,  two o r  t h r e e  by 
C Company and about  an e q u a l  number by Bravo Company. Did 
any such in fo rma t ion  e v e r  come t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A .  No, s i r .  T h i s  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e  t o  b e l i e v e ;  be- 
cause  I w a s  ove r  t h i s  a r e a  p e r i o d i c a l l y  and I saw no bu rn ing  
excep t  these few houses i n  My La i  ( 4 ) .  

10: Would you c o n s i d e r  these houses ,  o r  would you con- 
s i d e r  t h e s e  hootches ,  o r  what  would you c o n s i d e r  t h e s e ?  

A. I would c o n s i d e r  these hootches .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  ones  
t h a t  I observed  were no more t.han g r a s s  shacks .  There were 
no c o n c r e t e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  I s a w  be ing  d i sman t l ed  o r  d e s t r o y e d  
by f i r e  or any o t h e r  means. 

MR WEST: I have no f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  

10: Would it have been p o s s i b l e  f o r  anybody t o  m i s -  
i n t e r p r e t  your  a g g r e s s i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t a k e  even s t r o n g e r  
a c t i o n ,  l e t  us  s a y ,  a g a i n s t  a v i l l a g e ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I a m  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  I sa id  e x a c t l y  what 
I meant. There cou ld  have been no m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of my 
i n s t r u c t i o n s .  
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telling the company commanders that once they made contact with 
the enemy, that they ,vcr"to maintain contact. The best 
way to protect their Vlound""d buddies I i fthere Vl0re any, was to 
move forward and give the c}.)s tof f shi9s time, or any oppor­
tunity to cJ(,t in. I did not in:ply. infer, or state that that 
village Vias to be burned, nor to the t of my knmvledge, 
did Colonel BARKER. The IT,ccting cOOltinucd after I had departed. 
I do not know what was passed out at that time. The infor­
mal:ion that I had informally, t,hat elajor CALHOm: and the 
others who were present, they heard no such instructions 
issued. 

Q. Then based upon your previous statement about any 
burning of villages being prohibited unless authorized by 
the division commander, I take it there was no such authority from! i 
General KOS'l'ER? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. Ive have received other information that there were 
several villages burned in thi,s operation, two or three by 
C company and about an equal number by Bravo company. Did 
any such information ever corne to your attention? 

A. No, sir. This is difficult for me to believe; be-
cause I was over this area periodically and I saw no burning 
except these few houses in My Lai (4). 

TO: Would you consider these houses, or would you con-
sider these hootches, or what would you consider these? 

A. I would consider these hootches. Certainly the ones 
that I observed were no more than grass shacks. There were 
no concrete buildings that I saw being dismantled or destroyed 
by fire or any other means. 

MR WEST: I have no further questions. 

10: Would it have been possible for anybody to mis-
interpret your aggressive instructions to take even stronger 
action, let us say, against a village? 

A. No, sir, I am confident that I said exactly what 
I meant. There could have been no misinterpretation of my 
instructions. 
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Q .  
0 

A .  

Q. 

A.  

Q .  
La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  

E a r l i e r  you mentioned Plajor FLETCHER? 

Y e s ,  sir. 

The head of your M I  detachment? 

Yes, s i r .  

Did he  r e p o r t  t o  you any a c t i v i t y  w i t h i n  My 

N O ,  s i r .  

Q .  You know of any of h i s  p e o p l e ,  e i t h e r  U . S .  or ARVN or 
N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  and so  f o r t h , ,  t h a t  may have been i n  t h e r e  
from Major FLETCHER'S Unit?  

A .  W e  had a l i a i s o n  from t h e  52d M I  Detachment of  
Major FLETCHER'S who w a s  working a t  Task Force Barker  w i t h  some 
e n l i s t e d  a s s i s t a n c e ,  and w e  had a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  from t h e  M I  
detachment a t  Quang Ngai. I do n o t  know i f  any of  t h e s e  M I  agents  
went i n t o  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a  ox n o t .  I r e c e i v e d  no r e p o r t s  
back from any o f  t h e s e  agen t s  t h a t  t hey  had observed  any th ing  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  So I would assume t h a t  t hey  were n o t  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q; Q. 
Do you know a L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON? 

A .  I know t h e  name L i e u t e n a n t  J O H N S O N .  W e  d i d  have 
an M I  o f f i c e r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  J O H N S O N ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did h e  work f o r  Major FLETCHER? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q .  You d o n ' t  know whether  h e  w a s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  day o r  n o t ?  

A. I do n o t ,  s i r .  

Q. A t  one t i m e  i.n your  t e s t i m o n y ,  you i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  you had t o l d  Colonel  K H I E N ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  t h e  way 
you pronounced i t ,  K-H-I -E-N,  t h e  p r o v i n c e  c h i e f ,  i f  h e  e v e r ,  
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Q. Earlier you mentioned Najor FLETCHER? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The head of your MI detachment? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he report to you any acti vi ty wi thin My . 
Lai (4) ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You know of any of his people, either U.S. or ARVN or 
National Police and so forth, that may have been in there 
from Major FJJETCHER' s unit? 

A. We had a liaison from the 52d MI Detachment of 
Major FLETCHER's who was working at Task Force Barker with some .... ! 
enlisted assistance, and we had a liaison officer from the MI 
detachment at Quang Ngai. I do not know if any of these MI agents'" 
went into the My Lai (4) area or not. I received no reports 
back from any of these agelndts that they had observed al;ything I 
in the village. So I wou assume that they were not l.n the 
village. 

Q. Do you know a Lieutenant JOHNSON? 

A. I know the name Lieutenant JOHNSON. We did have 
an MI officer, Lieutenant JOHNSON, yes, sir. 

Q. Did he work for Major FLETCHER? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You don't know whether he was in the village 
that day or not? 

A. I do not, sir. 

Q. At one time in your testimony, you indicated 
that you had told Colonel KHIEN, I believe that is the way 
you pronounced it, K-H-I-E-N, the province chief, if he ever, 
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i n  the  conduct of h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of 
t h e  ' I u sca t inc  Opera t ion ,  . t h a t  you would be very happy t o  
suppor t  him. 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did t h i s  e v e r  come about?  

A. No, s i r .  I t  d i d  n o t .  

Q .  N o t  even w i t h i n  the n e x t  3 o r  4 months? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  it was August,  Quang Ngai was a t -  
tacked  from both  t h e  w e s t  and t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  I deployed two 
b a t t a l i o n s  i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  p l u s  my E Troop, p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  
wes tern  s e c t o r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1). ARVN a t -  
tempted t o  push back t h e  enemy t h a t  had p e n e t r a t e d  from t h i s  
d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  w a l l  map). They moved back up 
t o  t h e  c i t a d e l  a r e a  h e r e ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  as f a r  a s  t hey  g o t ,  and 
t h a t  i s  t h e  t i m e  I r eca l l  t h a t  I observed ARVN b r i n g i n g  i n  
f r i e n d l y  a i r  on t h e  E4y La i  ( 4 )  and o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ,  hamle ts  up 
i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  I d i d  have a company f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  
a t t a c k  under t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of Colonel  ICHIEN, b u t  I 
had s t r i n g s  on i t  t o  s a y  how i t  should  be  employed. I t  was 
i n i t i a l l y  deployed s o u t h  of Quang Ngai C i t y  guard ing  an  am- 
munit ion dump, b u t  t h e  f e e l i n g  was w e  wanted to  make t h e  
American p resence  known i n  Quang Ngai because  of t h e  c u r r e n t  
s c a r e  t h a t  was going  on- - tha t  t hey  were going  t o  be  h i t  a t  
any moment. So I g o t  Colonel  KII IEN--I  worked w i t h  General  
TORN on t h i s  t h i n g  t o  g e t  him t o  move it around so i t  would 
go p e r i o d i c a l l y  th rough  t.he c i t y .  
up i n  t h i s  h i l l  mass h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and o p e r a t e d  w i t h  an 

8 .  ARVN Company o u t  i n . to  t h i s  g e n e r a l  area,  b u t  i t  d i d  n o t  g e t  
a s  f a r  as t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  area. 

Q.  W e  may come back t o  t h i s  l a t e x .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. I would l i k e  you t o  e x p l a i n  what t r a i n i n g  
t h e  members of t h e  b r i g a d e  had r e c e i v e d  i n  r e p o r t i n g  a t ro-  
ci t ies and b r e a c h e s  o f ,  you might  s a y ,  t h e  ru l e s  of war? 

A t  one t i m e  i t  was l o c a t e d  
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in the conduct of his inve s tigation, went into the area of 
th e ' lus catinc Operation, that you would b e very happy to 
support him. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did this e ver come ab out? 

A. No, sir. It did not. 

Q. Not even within the next 3 o r 4 months? 

A. I believe it was Augus t, Quang Ngai was at -
tack ed from both the west and the northeast. I deployed two 
batta lions into that area p lus my E Troop, primarily to the 
wes t e rn sector here (ind icating on Exhibit MAP -I). ARVN at­
t empted to push back the e nemy that had pene trated from this 
dire ction (indicat ing on the wall map). They moved back up 
to the citade l area here , but that is as f a r as they got, and 
that is the time I reca ll that I obs erved ARVN bringing in 
fri e ndly air on the 11y Lai (4) a nd other villages, hamlets up 
in that particular area . I did have a company following this 
att ack unde r the opera tional control of Colone l KHIEN, but I 
had strings on it to say how it should be employed. It was 
ini tially d ep loyed south of Quang Ngai City guarding an am­
munition dump , but the fee ling was we wanted to mak e the 
American presence known in Quang Ngai because of the current 
scare that was going on--th at they we re going to b e hit at 
any moment. So I got Colonel KIHEN--I worked with General 
TOAN o n this th ing to ge t him to move it around so it would 
go periodically through t.he city. At one time it was located 
up in this hill mass h e r e (indicating) and operated with an 
ARVN Company out into this gene ral area, but it did not get 
as far as the My Lai (4) area . 

Q. We may come back to this later. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I would like you to explain what training 
the members of the brigade had received in reporting atro­
cities and breaches of, you might say, the rules of war? 
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A.  S i r ,  w h e r .  I brought t h e  team back,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commanders and myself fro:n Vietnam on 2 7  September o r  i n  mid- 
Septcrnber 1 9 6 7 ,  we brought w i t h  u s  w h a t  we t h e n  cons ide red  
t h e  r u l c s  of engaqenent .  From b r i g a d e  w e  p u t  o u t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t h a t  t h e s e  r u l e s  of engaqenent would be covered,  t h a t  t h e  Geneva 
Convention a s p e c t s  would be covered ,  b u t  I do n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  
r e c a l l  having  wi tnes sed  any of t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  t h e  troops. 

Q .  You have i n  your  r u l e s  of engagement € o r  t h e  
g r e a t e r  p a r t  p e r t a i n  t o  w h a t ?  

A.  The r u l e s  o f  engagement p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  t a k i n g  
of t a r g e t s  under f i r e .  

Q. Y e s ,  g e n e r a l l y  speaking  about  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A .  By a r t i l l e r y  and by i n d i v i d u a l  in fan t rymen:  
“When f i r e d  upon, f i r e  can be  r e t u r n e d , ”  p r i m a r i l y  i s  what I ‘ m  
speak ing  o f .  

Q. 
ment of c i v i l i a n s ,  women, noncombatants,  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  pro- 
p e r t y ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  repor t ing ,  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  cate- 
go ry ,  where i s  t h i s  i n c l u d e d  and how i s  t h e  t r a i n i n g  given? 

A. I do n o t  know, s i r .  

Q. I have h e r e  a facsimile of  a two-sided card, w a l -  
l e t  s i z e ,  p repa red  by Headquar te rs ,  MACV, e n t i t l e d ,  “Nine 
R u l e s . “  I would l i k e  t h i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  as e v i -  
dence.  

RCDR : T h i s  e x h i b i t  i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  as m i s -  
c e l l a n e o u s  E x h i b i t  M - 2 .  

10: Colonel  HENDERSON, I w i l l  show you t h i s  (handing 
t h e  document to c o l o n e l  HENDERSON). Were you fami l ia r  w i t h  
t h i s  document? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. 

Now what abou t  i n s t r u c t i o n  concern ing  t h e  treat-  

D i d  each  one of your  troops have  o n e  of them? 
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A. Sir, when I brought the team back, the battalion 
commanders and myself fro;" Vietnam on 27 September or in mid­
September 1967, Vic brought Vii th us vlhat Vie then considered 
the rules of engagement. From brigade we put out instructions 
that these rules of engac}ement would be covered, that the Geneva 
Convention aspects Vlould be covered, but I do not personally 
recall having Vlitnessed any of the presentations to the troops. 

Q. You have in your rules of engagement for the 
greater part pertain to what? 

A. The rules of engagement pertaining to the taking 
of targets under fire. 

Q. Yes, generally speaking about artillery? 

A. By artillery and by individual infantrymen: 
"When fired upon, fire can be returned," primarily is what I'm 
speaking of. 

Q. Now what about instruction concerning the treat-
ment of civilians, women, noncombatants, destruction of pro­
perty, responsibility for reporting, and things of this cate­
gory, where is this included and how is the training given? 

A. I do not know, sir. 

Q. I have here a facsimile of a two-sided card, wal-
let size, prepared by Headquarters, MACV, entitled, "Nine 
Rules." I would like this entered into the record as evi­
dence. 

RCDR: This exhibit is entered into the record as mis-
cellaneous Exhibit M-2. 

10: Colonel HENDERSON, I will show you this (handing 
the document to Colonel HENDERSON). Were you familiar with 
this document? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did each one of your troops have one of them? 
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A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

10: We w i l l  r e c e s s  f o r  a couple  of minutes w h i l e  
t h e  r e c o r d e r  changes h i s  t ape .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 5 1 2  h o u r s ,  2 December 
1 9 6 9 . )  

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1515 hour s ,  2 
December 1 9 6 9  .) 

10: T h i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: 
r e c e s s e d  are a g a i n  p r e s e n t .  

10: When w e  r e c e s s e d ,  Colonel  HENDERSON, we were d i s -  
c u s s i n g  t h e  “Nine R u l e s , ’ ’  and I b e l i e v e  you s t a t e d  t h a t  each 
member of your  command had a p e r s o n a l  copy of t h i s  document? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Do you know whether  t h i s  was a p a r t i c u l a r  matter 
of command emphasis i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  was, s i r .  There were severa l  c a r d s  
that i n d i v i d u a l s  shou ld  c a r r y ,  such as t h e  p r e v e n t a t i v e  maintenance 
of t h e  M - 1 6  weapon, and t h e  Geneva Conventions Card, and t h i n g s  
of t h i s  na tu re .  I b e l i e v e  it was emphasized. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  Did you have any s p e c i a l  p e r i o d  f o r  g i v i n g  such 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  members of t h e  command? 

A.  I am c e r t a i n  t h a t  w e  scheduled  such a p e r i o d  be- 
f o r e  going t o  Vietnam, and I do n o t  know, a f t e r  w e  a r r i v e d ,  
the i n i t i a l  p e r i o d  there,  what t h e i r  o r i e n t a t i o n  consisted o f .  
I w a s  k e p t  down a t  Qui Nhon t o  b r i n g  t h e  t a i l  oi t h e  
b r i g a d e  and supplies and so f o r t h  and d i d  n o t  g e t  i nvo lved  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d  of t r a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  expe r i enced  a f t e r  
i t s  a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam. 

Q. 

A l l  pe r sons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  

I have h e r e  a n o t h e r  facsimile of a MACV c a r d  d a t e d  
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A. Yes , sir. 

10: 1-7e will recess for a couple of minutes while 
the recorder changes his tape. 

(The hearing recess e d at 1512 hou r s , 2 De cembe r 
1969.) 

(The hearing r econve ned at 1515 hours, 2 
December 1969.) 

10: This hearing will come to orde r. 

RC DR: All persons who were present whe n the hearing 
r ecessed are again present. 

10: When we recessed, Co lonel HENDERSON, we were dis­
cussing the ''' Nine Rules ," a nd I believe you stated that each 
membe r of your command had a personal copy o f this document? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know whether this was a particular matter 
of command emphasis in the brigade? 

A. I believe that it was , sir. There were s e veral cards r 
that individuals should carry , such as the preve ntative maintenance 
of the M-16 weapon, and the Ge neva Conventions Card, and things 
o f this nature. I b e lieve it was e mphas ized. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you have any special periOd for giving such 
instructions to members of the command? 

A. I am certain that we s cheduled s uch a period be­
fore going to Vietnam, and I do not know, after we arrived, 
the initial period there , what the ir orientation consisted of. 
I was kept down at Qui Nhon to b ring the tail of t he . 
brigade and s upplies and so f orth and did not get involved 
in the period of tra i ning that the brigade experienced after 
its arrival in Vietnam. 

Q. I have here another facsimile of a MACV card dated 
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0 
2 1  A u g u s t  1 9 6 5 ,  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands." I 
would l i k e  t o  d e l e t e  t h e  2 1  August 1365 a s  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  
r e f e r s  t o  a s t a t e m e n t  on t h e  c a r d  which was made by P r e s i -  
d e n t  JOI!NSON on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e .  I would l i k e  t o  have 
t h i s  f a c s i m i l e  0:' t h e  c a r d  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  as a mat- 
t e r  of ev idence .  

RCDR: MACV Card, t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands," i s  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  a misce l laneous  document and 
marked a s  E x h i b i t  11-3. 

10: C o l o n e l  HENDERSON, I w i l l  show you t h i s  document. 
Have you e v e r  s e e n  t h i s  (handing t h e  document t o  COL HENDERSON)? 

A.  I have s e e n  t h e  f r o n t  of t h i s  c a r d ,  "You can and 
w i l l ,  you cannot  and must  n o t . "  
e x p l a n a t i o n  on t h e  rear of t h e  ca rd .  

Q. 
h a s  f o u r  pages t o  i t ?  

I do n o t  recal l  s e e i n g  t h i s  

Th i s  i s  t h e  c a r d  t h a t  f o l d e d  so t h a t  it a c t u a l l y  

A .  I d i d  n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  have one,  b u t  I have seen 
t h e  f r o n t  of  t h i s  c a r d ,  whether  I had one o r  whether  t h e r e  

2 w a s  one under my g l a s s  i n  t h e  office, I a m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  I 
have s e e n  t h e s e  items. q - 

"4) Q. Was t h i s  used  i n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  
.A> b r i g a d e ?  

A. I cannot  s a y ,  s i r .  

10: I have h e r e  a n o t h e r  f a c s i m i l e  of t h e  c a r d  e n t i t l e d ,  
"Guidance For  Commanders I n  Vietnam, ' '  by General  W. C. WEST- 
MORELAND, COMUSMACV. I would l i k e  t h i s  f a c s i m i l e  of  t h e  card 
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  as evidence .  

RCDR: MACV Card,  t i t l e d  "Guidance For  Commanders ," is 
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  as a misce l l aneous  document and marked 
as E x h i b i t  M-4.  

10: I ask  you, Colonel HENDERSON, have you p r e v i o u s l y  
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21 August 1 965 , e n tit l ed, "The Enemy in Your Hands ." I 
vlOuld like to dele te the 21 August 1965 as I believe this 
refers to a s tateme n t on the card \~h ich was made by Presi­
dent J OHNSON on t hat parti.cular dat e . I would like to have 
this facsimil e of the card ente red into the r e cord as a mat­
ter of evi dence . 

RCDR : MACV Card, tit led "The Ene my in Your Hands," is 
entered into the r e c ord a s a miscellaneous document and 
marked as Exhibit N-3. 

10: Colonel HENDERSON , I will show you this document. 
Have you eve r seen this (h anding the docume nt to COL HE NDERS ON)? 

A. I have seen the front of this card, "You can and 
will, y ou cannot and must not." I do not recall seeing this 
eXp l anation on the r e ar of the card. 

Q. This is the card that folded so that it actually 
has four page s to it ? 

A. I did not pers onally have one, but I have see n 
the front of thi s card, whe ther I had one or whether the re 
was one unde r my glass in the office , I am not sure, but I 
have seen the se items. 

Q. 
brigade? 

A. 

Was this used in the instruction within the 

I cannot say, sir. 

10: I have h e re another facsimile of the card entitled, 
"Guidan c e For Commanders In Vietnam," by Ge ne ral W. C. WEST­
MORELAND, COMUSMACV. I would like this facsimile of the card 
entered into the re c ord as evidence. 

RCDR: MACV Card, title d "Guidance For Commanders," is 
ente red into the record as a miscellaneous document and marked 
as Exhibit M-4. 

10: I ask you, Colonel HENDERSON, have you previously 
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s r c n  t h i s  document (handing thc ,  document t o  Col.onel 
1IlCNI)E its ON ) . 
A. I have neve r  s een  .this c a r d ,  s i r .  

Q .  DO you have any knoriledge of any o t h e r  documents 
a s i d e  from the ones we have j u s t  brought  int.0 t h e  r eco rds  

t h e  t r a i n i n g  and i n d o c t r i n a t i . o n  of t r o o p s  and t h e  r e p o r t i n g  
of i n c i d e n t s ,  a t r o c i t i e s  , arid t h e  l i k e ?  

A. Not r e l a t i n g  d i r e c t . 1 ~  t o  a t r o c i - t i e s ,  b u t  t o  
wounded c i v i l i a n s  o r  c i v i l i a n s  who had been i n a d v e r t e n t l y  
k i l l e d .  W e  had a b r i g a d e  commander's p o l i c y  which w a s  
s igned  and pub l i shed  by General  LIPSCOMB and con t inued  by 
m e ,  which concerned t h e  payment o f ,  I f o r g e t  t h e  term w e  
used o v e r  t h e r e ,  solatium payments, pe rhaps ,  t h a t  was t h e  
term,  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were i n a d v e r t e n t l y  k i l l e d  
o r  wounded i n  a manner t h a t  t h i s  payment, how t h i s  payment 
would be p a i d .  I have no p e r s o n a l  knowledge of  any 
o t h e r  b r i g a d e  d i r e c t i v e  o r  h i g h e r  l e v e l  d i r e c t i v e s  on some- 
t h i n g  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q. When you are on t h i s  payment, w a s  t h i s  a b r i g a d e  
p o l i c y ,  o r  was t h i s  a d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y ,  o r  w a s  t h i s  a MACV 
p o l i c y ?  

A.  T h i s  was a b r i g a d e  p o l i c y  as t o  how payment would 
be made. Fo r  example, i t  r e q u i r e d  t h e  u n i t  commander o f  t h e  
u n i t  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  p e r s o n a l l y  v i s i t  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  
deceased and make t h i s  paymen-t and t o  p r e p a r e  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  o f f e r  a l e t te r  of apology and s o  f o r t h .  The ac- 
t u a l  payment, of course, was a 
Div i s ion  d i r e c t i v e ,  as t o  how much t h e  payments would be for  
wounds and d e a t h .  A s  I recall  the Americal D i v i s i o n  o r  MACV 
d i r e c t i v e ,  whichever  one it w a s ,  covered t h i s  mat.ter o f  payment, 
d i d  n o t  s p e c i f y  as t o  who woulu make t h e  payment i n  our.command 
p o l i c y .  I t  d i d  i n v o l v e  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  commander would personal ly  
make t h e  payment. 

Q. 

A.  The fund w a s  ma in ta ined  by t h e  55, C a p t a i n  KESHEL. 

a s  cxh ib i . t s  which might have heen used instruct ion i n  

d i r e c t i v e ,  America1 

Who a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h a t  fund i n  your  h e a d q u a r t e r s ?  
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see n this document (Iland ing the docume nt to Colone l 
HENDERSON) . 

A. I have never s een tll is card , sir . 

Q. Do you have any knO\'l l e dge of any other documents 
as ide f rom the ones we have jus t brough t into the records 
as exhibits which might have been used as instruction in 
th e .tr~ining and in~o?trination of troops and th e reporting 
of l.ncl.dents, atrocl.tl.es, and the like? 

A. Not relating di rect l y to atroci -ties, but to 
wounded civilians or civilians who had been inadvertently 
killed. We had a briga de commander ' s po licy which was 
s igned and pub lished by Ge ne ral LI PSCOMB and continued by 
me , wh ich concerned the payme nt of, I forget the term we 
used over t he re, solatium payme nts, perhaps, that was the 
term , in the event that civilians were inadvertently killed 
or wounded in a manner that this payment, how this payment 
would be paid. I have no pers onal knowledge of any 
other brigade directive or highe r level direct i ves on some­
thing of this nature. 

Q. 
policy, 
poli cy? 

Whe n you are on this payment, was this a brigade 
or was this a division policy, or was this a MACV 

A. This was a brigade policy as to how payment would 
be made. For example, it r equi red the unit commander of the 
u:1it responsible t o personally visit the re latives of the 
deceased and make this payment and to prepare a l etter to the 
individuals, offer a letter of apology and s o forth. The ac­
tual payment, of course , was a MACV directive, Americal 
Division directive, as to how much the payments would be for 
wounds and death. As I recall the Americal Divis ion or MACV 
directive, whichever one it was, covered this matter of payment, 
did not specify as to who would make the payment in our command 
policy. It did involve that the unit commander would personally 
make the payment. 

Q. 

A. 
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Who administered that fund in your headquarters? 

The fund was maintained by the S5, Captain KESHEL. 
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Q .  Was t.hc, s o l a t ium pa id  i n  the i n t e r e s t  of  c i v i l -  
i n n s  who were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  of My La i?  

A.  To  t h e  b c s t  o f  my knowledge t h e r e  war: no payment, 
prj .marily because of tho i n a b i l i t y  t o  y e t  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  t o  
de te rmine  the  d e a t h s ,  o r  v e r i f y  t h e  d e a t h s ,  and f i n d  o u t  who 
t h e  n e x t  of k i n  was. 

Q. I would l i k e  t o  go back i n  your tes t imony j u s t  
a minute.  I n  your  p rev ious  tes t imony w i t h  Colonel  WILSON,  
you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  an o p e r a t i o n  was conducted i n  t h i s  a r e a  
i n  J u l y  of 1 9 6 8 ,  a f t e r  you had t a l k e d  t o  Colone.1 K I I I E N ,  t h e  
p rov ince  c h i e f ,  i n  suppor t  of h i s  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h e  in fo rma t ion  which he had. T o  r e f r e s h  your memory I w i l l  
r e a d  t h i s  f o r  you. 

"About a week l a t e r  I had a c a l l  from, or I 
as up t o  s e e  General  TOAN, and he informed m e  t h a t  General  
LAM, t h e  I Corps Commander," t h e n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  "Do you 
know how t o  s p e l l  h i s  name?" And your  answer w a s ,  "L-A-M, had 
r e c e i v e d  a copy of t h e  V i e t  Cong l e a f l e t  and had asked t o  
conduct  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and l e a d  U . S .  a c t i o n  i n  t h i s  area and 
he  i n  t u r n  asked L ieu tenan t  Colonel KFIIEN, t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f ,  
t o  conduct ,  and he asked i f  I would send U.S. forces i n t o  
t h i s  a r e a  wi th  h i s  ARVN and l o c a l  f o r c e s  t o  g e t  some t r u t h  
o u t  of t h i s .  I a s s u r e d  him t h a t  I would, and I t o l d  him t h a t  
I would cond'uct t h e  o p e r a t i o n  any t i m e  t h a t  he  was ready .  
We conducted1 th i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  Ju ly  1 9 6 8 ,  and as a r e s u l t  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e ,  Na t iona l  F i e l d  Force P o l i c e ,  loca l  forces 
and one ARVN b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  Vietnamese would go on ly  as f a r  
as My L a i  (4 , )  v i l l a g e .  They would qo no f u r t h e r  i n l a n d  and 
w e  scrubbed , t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  " 

Does t h a t  h e l p  t o  r e f r e s h  your  memory'? 

A .  W e  went into--we conducted numerous o p e r a t i o n s  up 
t h e r e  w i t h  2d ARVN Div i s ion .  This  i s  wronq, and I mis led  
Colonel  WILSON on t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A t  no t i m e  d i d  w e  e v e r  
go i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  wi th  t h e  purpose of  conduct ing  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and i f  I made t h a t  s ta tement  I am comple te ly  wrong. I do 
n o t  recal l  it. There w a s  neve r  a c o o r d i n a t e d  e f f o r t  on Colonel 
TOAN, o r  Colonel  K H I E N ,  o r  myself t o  go i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  f o r  t h i s  
purpose. 
o c c a s i o n s ,  a sk ing  them i f  t hey  had r e c e i v e d  any f u r t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  concern ing  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  I do n o t  r eca l l  t h e s e  
times when I: spoke t o  them, b u t  a t  no t i m e  d i d  they  ever  g ive  
me any i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o r  d i d  t h e y  even s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e y  had any 
f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  would shed any l i g h t  on th i s - -on  what 

I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  TOAN and Colonel  K H I E N  on o t h e r  
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Q. \'las trw solatium paid in the interest of civil-
ians who were killed in the area of My Lai? 

A. To the best of my knowledge there was no payment, 
primarily because of thee inability to get into this area to 
determinee the deaths, or verify the deeaths, and find out who 
the neext of kin was. 

Q. I would likee to go back in your testimony just 
a minute. In your previous tes timony with Colonel \'IILSON, 
you indicated that an operation was conducted in this area 
in July of 1968, after you had talked to Colonel KRIEN, the 
province chief, in support of his operations to investigate 
the information which h8 had. To refresh your memory I will 
read this for you. 

"About a \'i8ek later I had a call from, or I 
as up to see General TOAN, and he informed me that General 
LAM, the I Corps Commander," then the question is, "Do you 
know how to spell his name?" And your answer was, "L-A-M, had 
received a copy of the Viet Cong leaflet and had asked to 
conduct an investigation and lead U.S. action in this area and 
he in turn asked Lieutenant Colonel KHIEN, the province chief, 
to conduct, and he asked if I would send U.S. forces into 
this area with his ARVN and local forces to get some truth 
out of this. I assured him that I would, and I told him that 
I would conduct the operation any time that he was ready. 
\'Ie conducted! this operation in July 1968, and as a result the 
National Police, National Field Force Police, local forces 
and one ARVN battalion, the Vietnamese would go only as far 
as My Lai (4) village. They would go no further inland and 
we scrubbed the operation." 

Does that heelp to refresh your memory'? 

A. \'Ie went into--we conducted numerous operations up 
there with 2d ARVN Division. This is wrong, and I misled 
Colonel WILSON on that investigation. At no time did we ever 
go into that area with the purpose of conducting an investigation 
and if I made that statement I am completely wrong. I do 
not recall it. There was never a coordinated effort on Colonel 
TOAN, or Co]onel KRIEN, or myself to go into that area for this 
purpose. I talked to Colonel TOAN and Colonel KRIEN on other 
occasions, asking them if they had received any further 
information concerning this inciden.t. I do not recall these 
times when ] spoke to them, but at no time did they ever give 
me any information, nor did they even suggest that they had any 
further information that would shed any light on this--on what 
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may, o r  d i d  happened i n  th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  There was 
no j o i n t  opcra . t ion  conducted for t h i s  speci .Eic  purpose 'of 
going i n t o  My La i  ( 4 ) .  

Q .  
a t i o n  t o  c l e a r  t h e  good name o f  t h e  t a s k  Eorce and u.S. 
f o r c e s ?  

A. I o f f e r e d  t o  conduct such o p e r a t i o n s  wi th  bo th  
Colonel K H I E N  and Colonel  TOAN. O f  c o u r s e ,  I had in t ended  
t o  swcep t h e  a r e a  on 17 March immediately fo l lowing  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  d i d  n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e .  

Q.  Y e s ,  I unders tand  t ha t ,  b u t  you cont inued  t o  re- 
c e i v e  r e p o r t s  of  something unusual  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  t h e r e ,  
through t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  through t h e  VC propaganda. 

A. I d i d  n o t  con t inue  t o  r e c e i v e ,  s i r .  I r e c e i v e d  the-- 
I had knowledge--1 know I r e c e i v e d  t h e  VC propaganda message, 
and I am c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  I saw it  one t ime o r  ano the r .  I d o n ' t  
know how I g o t  t h e  message t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  had w r i t t e n  
t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o r  t o  General  LAM, which r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
same i n c i d e n t .  I can unders tand ,  now look ing  back o v e r  how 
i t  might appear  t h a t  I had a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount o f  ammunition 
o r  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount o f  i n fo rma t ion  a t  my hands which mish t  

Did you e v e r  c o n s i d e r  conduct ing such an oper-  

8 
co m have caused m e  t o  react d i f f e r e n t l y .  

c o n s i d e r  t h a t  I had any th ing  r e a l l y  except t h e  war ran t  o f f i c e r ' s  
a c c u s a t i o n ,  which was t o  some degree s u b s t a n t i a t e d  and c o n s i d e r e d  
p l a u s i b l e  by my d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  Capta in  MEDINA and wi th  o t h e r  
people  i n  t h e  TF BARKER and t h e  175th  A v i a t i o n  B a t t a l i o n .  
d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  b r i q a d e  had a bad name o r  t h a t  t h i s  
was any more t h a n  j u s t  an a c c u s a t i o n  made i n  s u p p o r t  of Colonel  
TOAN and Colonel K H I E N  t h a t  t h i s  was s t r i c t l y  a VC propaganda 
move which i s  a normal move on t h e i r  p a r t .  

A t  t h e - t i m e ,  I d i d  n o t -  
;%s 

I 

Q. I would l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y  one o t h e r  p o i n t ,  also i n  
your  tes t imony.  
when you--in y o u r  p rev ious  tes t imony which you had g iven  t o  
Colonel  WILSON of t h e  O f f i c e  of The I n s p e c t o r  Genera l ,  you 
had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had p e r s o n a l l y  hand-ca r r i ed  your  r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  General  KOSTER and d e l i v e r e d  it t o  him 
p e r s o n a l l y ,  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  session, t h a t  
you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you t u r n e d  it i n  t o  Colonel  PARSON. 
would you t h i n k  about t h a t ?  

I b e l i e v e  you had p r e v i o u s l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

Now, 
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may, or did happened in this particular area. There was 
no joint oporation conducted for this specific purpose of 
going into My Lai (4). 

Q. Did you ever consider conducting such an oper-
ation to clear the good name of the task force and U.S. 
forcos? 

A. I offered to conduct such operations with both 
Colonel KHIEN and Colonel TOAN. Of course, I had intended 
to sweep the area on 17 March irrunediately follolving 
the operation. Of course, that did not materialize. 

Q. Yes, I understand that, but you continued to re-
ceive reports of something unusual taking place in there, 
through the village chief, through the VC propaganda. 

A. I did not continue to receive, sir. I received the--

• 

I had knowledge--I know I reCE,ived the VC propaganda message, 
and I am confident that I saw it one time or another. I don't 
know how I got the message that the village chief had written 
to the district chief or to GEmeral LAM, which related to the 
same incident. I can understand, now looking back over how • i 
it might appear that I had a considerable amount of ammunition 
or a considerable amount of information at my hands which might <.0 
have caused me to react differently. At the time, I did not ~ 
consider that I had anything really except the warrant officer's ~ 
accusation, which was to some degree substantiated and considered ~ 
plausible by my discussions with Captain MEDINA and with other 
people in the TF BARKER and the l75th Aviation Battalion. I 
did not consider that the brigade had a bad name or that this 
was any more than just an accusation made in support of Colonel 
TOAN and Colonel KHIEN that this was strictly a VC propaganda 
move which is a normal move on their part. 

Q. I would like to clarify one other point, also in 
your testi~ony. I believe you had previously indicated that 
when you--~n your previous testimony which you had given to 
Colonel WILSON of the Office of The Inspector General, you 
had indicated that you had personally hand-carried your report 
of investigation to General KOSTER and delivered it to him 
personally, in discussing in this particular session, that 
you indicated that you turned it in to Colonel PARSON. Now, 
would you think about that? 
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A. I have thought  about t h a t ,  s i r .  I became con- 
fused  on t h e - - a c t u a l l y  when I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel WILSON I 
was under t h e  impression i n  my own mind t h a t  I had p repa red  
t h i s  w r i t t e n  statc?mi:nI; immediately fo l lowing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
and had d e l i v e r e d  t h a t  t o  General KOST'E!?. What I d e l i v e r e d  
t o  General  KOSTER o n  approximately 20  March was my o r a l  
r e p o r t ;  and 2 4  and 2 5  A p r i l  when I car r i . ed  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  
up t h e r e ,  I now r e c a l l  having handed t h a t  t o  Colonel  N e l s  
PARSON. 

Q .  And a l s o  t o  make t h e  r eco rd  c o r r e c t  i n  your  r e c e n t  
r e c o l l e c t i o n  when you t a l k e d  t o  General  KOSTER on or about  t h e  
20 th ,  and you a l s o  p r ( v i d e d  him a copy of t h e  3-by-5 
c a r d ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r c c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. During all of t h i s  t i m e ,  Colonel  HENDERSON, d i d  
you e v e r  g e t  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  some of t h o s e  people  w e r e n ' t  
l e v e l i n g  wi th  you, t h a t  t h e r e  was some form of cove r  up 
going on t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  p u t  your  f i n g e r  on? 

A. No, s i r .  I ,  a t  one t i m e  I had been g i v e n ,  t h e  
n i g h t  of 1 6  ) larch,  a f i g u r e  of 2 4 ,  of p o s s i b l e  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ,  
and when I a r r i v e d  a t  Colonel  BARKER'S h e a d q u a r t e r s  t h e  
morning of t h e  1 7 t h  t h e  ca rd  showed 2 0 .  
N E D I N A  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and asked him reqn~:ding t h e  2 0  o r  2 4 ,  
he  gave me a f i g u r e  of 1 7  t h a t  he  had r e p o r t e d ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  
r e l a t e  t h i s  d i sc repancy  between 1 7 ,  20  and 2 4 .  I may b e  a 
l i t t l e  off  i n  my f igure: ; ,  b u t  t h e s e  a r e  b a s i c a l l y - - a  d i s -  
c r e p a n c i e s  i n  t h e  f i y u r e s .  Th i s  i s  one t h i n g  i n  want ing  
t h i s  company t o  sweep back through t h i s  a r e a  t o  p o s i t i v e l y  
i d e n t i f y  i f  we had k i l l e d  t h a t  many c i v i l i a n s .  
t h a t  w e  had k i l l e d  t h a t  many c i v i l i a n s  by a r t i l l e r y  and by 
gunsh ips ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a r t i l l e r y .  
was i n  an LZ which t h e r e  shou ld  have been  no c i v i l i a n s .  There 
w a s  no a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  i n  suppor t  o f , t h e  o p e r a t i o n  from t h e n  on. 
There was n o t  a s i n g l e  round f i r e d  i n  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  of t h e  
company's sweep o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. How l a r g e  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  d i d  t h e y  f i r e ?  

A. W e  scheduled  a 3 minute a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  which 

When I t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  

I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  

Our a r t i l l e r y  or p r e p  f i re  
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A. I have thought about that, sir. I became con-
fused on the--actually '.vhen I talked to Colonel WILSON I 
was under the imprc,ssion in my own mind that I had prepared 
this written statcro(,nt immediately following the operation 
and had delivered that to General KOSTEH. What I delivered 
to General KOSTEH on approximately 20 I·larch was my oral 
report; and 24 and 25 April when I carried the written report 
up there, I now recall having handed that to Colonel Nels 
PARSON. 

Q. And also to make the record correct in your recent 
recollection when you talked to General KOSTER on or about the 
20th, and you also pr(vided him a copy of the 3-by-5 
card, is that correct~ 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. During all of this time, Colonel HENDERSON, did 
you ever get the feeling that some of those people weren't 
leveling with you, that there was some form of cover up 
going on that you couldn't put your finger on? 

A. No, sir. I, at one time I had been given, the 
night of 16 March, a figure of 24, of possible civilians killed, 
and when I arrived at Colonel BARKER's headquarters the 
morning of the 17th the card showed 20. When I talked to Captain 
HEDINA in the field and asked him reqilrding the 20 or 24, 
he gave me a figure of 17 that he had reported, and I couldn't 
relate this discrepancy between 17, 20 and 24. I may be a 
little off in my figure:3, but these are basically--a dis­
crepancies in the figures. This is one thing in wanting 
this company to sweep back through this area to positively 
identify if we had killed that many civilians. I didn't believe 
that we had killed that many civilians by artillery and by 
gunships, particularly artillery. Our artillery or prep fire 
was in an LZ which there should have been no civilians. There 
was no artillery fire in support of,the operation from then on. 
There was not a single round fired in direct support of the 
company's sVJeep operation. 

Q. How large an artillery prep did they fire? 

A. We scheduled a 3 minute artillery prep which 
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would have been somewhere between 2 0  and 30 rounds on each 
LZ. W e  d i d  n o t  f i r e  heavy preps .  A l l  we wanted t o  do ,  up 
i n  our  AO it i s  our  p o l i c y  t o  cover  a s  much of t h e  LZ a s  
p o s s i b l e  t o  d e s t r o y  any booby t r a p s  t h a t  may have been p l a c e d  , ~ 

i n  t h e  ,LZ a r e a .  

Q. What b a t t e r y  f i r e d  t h e  p r e p  and from where? 

A.  I t  was prepping  from LZ Up t igh t ,  and it w a s  Pro- 
v i s i o n a l  B a t t e r y  D .  This  was a p r o v i s i o n a l  b a t t e r y  made 
up by B a t t e r i e s  A ,  B ,  and C ,  which  was o r g a n i c  t o  t h e  b r i -  
gade. W e  needed a f o u r t h  b a t t e r y ,  so we took tubes from'A,  

t e r y  of f o u r  tubes .  

Q. 1 0 5 ' s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Who a d j u s t e d  t h e  prep? 

A. Th i s  w a s  a d j u s t e d  by t h e  FO who w a s  i n  Colonel 

B ,  and C B a t t e r i e s  and formed a composite p r o v i s i o n a l  b a t -  T 

co BARKER'S command and c o n t r o l  s h i p .  I do n o t  know h i s  name. cf, 

But t o  g e t  back t o  t h e  p o i n t  w e  were d i s c u s s i n g .  8 
.r 

Q. 
When you d i d  r e c e i v e  t h e s e  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  i n  t h e  number o f  
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  and what you saw, there  was a degree  of sus -  
p i c i o n  t h a t  e n t e r e d  your  mind which caused you t o  s a y ,  "I 
want t o  check t h i s . "  

A.  The s u s p i c i o n  was more from t h e  system of r epor -  
t i n g  body c o u n t  t han  any th ing  e l se .  
and d i s c o v e r e d  how t h e  body c o u n t  was made, it was made by 
p l a t o o n s  a t  t h e  conclus ion  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  a l though i n d i r  
v i d u a l  r e p o r t s  had f i l t e r e d  i n  d u r i n g  t h e  day o r  had been  
made a s  they  o c c u r r e d ,  a t  t h e  conc lus ion  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
he  had asked h i s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s ,  "How many VC d i d  you k i l l ?  
Were t h e r e  any c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  area t h a t  you k i l l e d ,  o r  t h a t  
you observed  p o s s i b l y  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and by gun- 
s h i p  or s m a l l  arms f i r e ? " ,  which led m e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  
was p o s s i b l y  some o v e r l a p  between p l a t o o n s  and compe t i t i on  
w i t h i n  p l a t o o n s ,  t o  r e p o r t  any th ing  and e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  t h e y  
saw whether  it was i n  t h e i r  a r e a  or n o t .  Th i s  w a s  my sus- 
p i c i o n ,  n o t  t h a t  any th ing  u n n a t u r a l  had o c c u r r e d  and c e r t a i n l y  
n o t  any th ing  of a n a t u r e  of  an a t r o c i t y  o r  a massacre .  

When I t a l k e d  t o  MEDINA 
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would have been some\·,here between 20 and 30 rounds on each 
LZ. We did not fire heavy preps. All we wanted to do, up 
in our AO it is our policy to cover as much of the LZ as 
possible to destroy any booby traps that may have been placed 
in the . .LZ area. 

Q. What battery fired the prep and from where? 

A. It was prepping from LZ Uptight, and it was Pro-
visional Battery D. This was a provisional battery made 
up by Batteries A, B, and C, which was organic to the bri­
gade. We needed a fourth battery, so we took tubes from A, 
B, and C Batteries and formed a composite provisional bat­
tery of four tubes. 

Q. 105's? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who adjusted the prep? 

A. This was adjusted by the FO who WaS in Colonel 
BARKER's command and control ship. I do not know his name. 

Q. But to get back to the point we were discussing. 
When you did receive these discrepancies in the number of 
civilians killed and what you saw, there was a degree of sus­
picion that entered your mind which caused you to say, "I 
want to check this." 

A. The suspicion was more from the system of repor-
ting body count than anything else. When I talked to MEDINA 
and discovered how the body count was made, it was made by 
platoons at the conc~usion of the operation, although indi~ 
vidual reports had filtered in during the day or had been 
made as they occurred, at the conclusion of the operation, 
he had asked his platoon lea<!iers, "How many VC did you kill:? 
Were there any civilians in the area that you killed, or that 
you observed possibly killed by artillery fire and by gun­
ship or small arms fire?", which led me to believe that there 
was possibly some overlap between platoons and competition 
within platoons, to report anything and everything that they 
saw whether it was in their area or not. This was my sus­
picion, not that anything unnatural had occurred and certainly 
not anything of a nature of an atrocity or a massacre. 
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Q.  
unusual f o r  your b r igade?  

K i l l i n g  20  c i v i l i a n s  i n  an o p e r a t i o n ,  was t h i s  

io 

0 

A. This  was extremely unusua:t, s i r .  I know of no 
p rev ious  o p e r a t i o n  i n  whic :h  t h i s  number of c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d .  
bex of VC k i l l e d ,  r e p o r t e d l y  k i l l e d ,  a t  any one t i m e .  

Q.  D o  you know whother Colonel  BARKER w i t h  such a 
l a r g e  body count  h a u  p e r s o n a l l y  gone i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t o  v e r i -  
fy  t h e  count ,  o r  s e n t  anybody e l s e  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t o  v e r i f y  
t h e  body count?  

A. Again I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER landed i n  t h e  
My Lai  (4) a r e a  and I cannct  recall  i f  t h i s  i s  how I g o t  t h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  whether  it was i n  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  o r  i n  h i s  re- 
p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  whether he to1.d me, o r  whether  I 
asked him, b u t  I'm under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  on a t  l e a s t  
one occas ion  he d i d  l a n d  i n  t h e  My Lai  (4) area. 

Q. How many men d i d  TF Barker  have wounded i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  o r  k i l l e d ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  one o f  t h e  e a r l i . e r  r e p o r t s  t h a t  you 
showed t o  m e ,  i f  I recal l  c o r r e c t l y ,  was 2 k i l l e d  and 11 
wounded, s i r ,  o r  2 and 1 0 .  

Q. Tha t  i s  r e p o r t e d  i n  E x h i b i t  R - 2 ,  d a t e d  2 8  March. 
There were 2 U.S. K I A  and 11 U.S. WIA. For  t h i s  k i n d  of 
v i l l a g e  f i g h t i n g  t h a t  you were doing i n  t h i s  area w a s n ' t  t h i s  
q u i t e  an  i n o r d i n a t e l y  l a r g e  r a t i o  of  enemy K I A  t o  f r i e n d l y  KIA? 

A. I t  was. Y e s ,  s i r .  

By t h e  same t o k e n ,  t h i s  bras t i l e  l a r g e s t  num- 

Q. 
your  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  and so on.  
When were they  he ld?  
i t ?  

I would l i k e  t o  change t h e  s u b j e c t  a moment t o  
What were your  procedures?  

What was d i s c u s s e d  and who conducted 

A.  
gade h e a d q u a r t e r s .  
yond 5 or  6 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  evening ,  t h e n  they  would con- 
d u c t  it. 
of t h e  d a y ' s  o p e r a t i o n .  

Every evening  I conducted a s t a f f  meet ing a t  b r i -  
I f  I was n o t  p r e s e n t  €or  some reason  be- 

The normal procedure  was t h e  5 2  gave a b r i e f i n g  
The S 3  b r i e f e d  on f u t u r c  p l a n s o a n d  
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Q. Killing 20 civilians in an operation, was this 
unusual for your brigadei 

A., This,was,extreme ly unus ual, s ir. I know of no 
prev10us ope rat1on 1n which this numbe r of civilians had 
been k1lled: By the same token, this vias the largest num­
ber of VC k1lled , r eportedly killed, at anyone time. 

Q. Do you know vlhr, ther Colonel BARKER with such a 
large body count had pe r s o nally gone into the area to veri­
fy the count , or s e nt a nybody else into the area to verify 
the body count? 

A. Again I believe that Colone l BAHKER landed in the 
My Lai (4) area and I cannet recall if this is how I got this 
information, whether it was in his statement or in his re­
port of investig ation, or whether he told me, or whether I 
asked him, but I'm under the impression th a t on at l eas t 
one occasion he did land in the My Lai (4) area . 

Q. How many men did TF Barker have wounded in the 
operation or killed? 

A. I believe one of the earlier reports that you 
showed to me, if I recall correctly, was 2 kille d and 11 
wounded, sir , or 2 and 10. 

Q. That is r eported in Exhibit R- 2, date d 28 March. 
There were 2 U.S. KIA and 11 U. S. WIA. For thi s kind of 
village fighting that you were doing in this area wasn't this 
quite an inordinately large ratio of enemy KIA to friendly KIA? 

A. It was. Yes, sir. 

Q. I would like to change the subject a moment to 
your staff briefings and so on. What were your procedures? 
When were they held? What was discussed and who conducted 
it? 

A. Every evening I conducted a staff meeting at bri­
gade headquarters. If I was not present for some reason be­
yond 5 or 6 o'clock in the evening, then they would con­
duct it. The normal procedure was the S2 gave a briefing 
of the day's operation . The 83 briefed on futurc plans .and 
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o p e r a t i o n s .  The a r t i l l e r y  commander b r i c f c d  on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e s  f o r  t h e  day and t h e  amount of ammunition t h a t  had been 
cxpcnded and d iscussed  any shortcomings of a r . t i l l e r y ,  par- 
t i c u l a r l y  any weapons down, any th ing  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  My 6 t h  
S u p p o r t  B a t t a l i o n  commander k e p t  me informed on t h e  t r acked  
v e h i c l e s  and s e v e r a l  i t ems  t h a t  I had l i s t e d  t h a t  I wanted t o  
be  informed on, i f  any of  t h e s e  went down o r  of  w e  w e r e  hav ing  
any problems of s e c u r i n g  rep lacements .  A t  t h e s e  s t a f f  meet ings 
I had--and t h e s e  were t h e  people  t h a t  always spoke--then o t h e r  
s . t a f f  i f  t hey  had any th ing  t o  c o n t r i b u t e .  I would conclude  t h e  
meeting wi th  any comments t h a t  I may have. I n  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e s e  
meet ings were my Sl, 2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  and 5 ,  my s i g n a l  o f f i c e r ,  my PI0 
was always t h e r e ,  my su rgeon ,  c h a p l a i n ,  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s  from 
each o f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s ,  and company commanders of t h e  s e p a r a t e  
u n i t s .  Th i s  was approximately it. Each Sa turday  a f t e r n o o n  I 
would have a b a t t a l i o n  commanders' meet ing a long  w i t h  t h e  s t a f f  
meeting, and a f t e r  t h e  normal s t a f f  meeti.ng all t h e  s t a f f  t h e n  
would leave e x c e p t  my S 3  and my S 2 .  And I would t h e n  t a l k  t o  
the b a t t a l i o n  commanders and separate u n i t  commanders t o  c a r r y  
on t h e  o t h e r  matters t h a t  w e  had t o  d iscuss .  T h i s  w a s  on a 
normal s t a f f  meet ing  arrangement .  

8 Q. L e t ' s  t h e n  go back t o  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 6 t h  and 
t h e  evening  of t h e  16th and t h e  evening  of t h e  1 7 t h  or pos- 

( 3  

c;r 
s i b l y  t h e  even ing  of t h e  1 8 t h .  Were t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r  .A 
matters b rough t  o u t  a t  t h e s e  s t a f f  meet ings which caused you 
concern o r  which you d i s c u s s e d  f u r t h e r  w i t h  members o f  t h e  

-r- 

I-' s t a f f ?  

A. I do  n o t  recal l  t h a t  t h e r e  were any matters b r o u g h t  
o u t ,  b u t  I a m  pos i t ive  t h a t  I c i t e d  t h i s  example--which I 
would have done too on t h e  nex t  Sa tu rday  i f  I had  my b a t t a l i o n  
commanders present - -of  my concern  abou t  t h e  number o f  c i v i -  
l i a n s  tha t  had been  k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ope ra t ion - -  
t h e  20 t h a t  had been r e p o r t e d .  B u t  t h e r e  w a s  no report  t o  
m e  by any member of t h e  b r i g a d e  s t a f f  conce rn ing  a n y t h i n g  i n  
t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n a l  area t h a t  would have ,  t h a t  I xeca l l ,  
t h a t ,  would have c e r t a i n l y  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  a t roci t ies  of 
t h i s  n a t u r e  t h a t  would lead m e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  had 
occurred o t h e r  t h a n  what I a l r e a d y  knew, which I r e p o r t e d  upon 
he re .  

Q. Was your  s t a f f  aware, t h a t  one ,  t h a t  you were conduct- 
i n g ,  which you referred t o  as t h e  commander's i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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0l?e rutions. Th e artill ery commande r briefed on the artillery 
f~res for the day and the a mo unt of ammunition that had been 
expended and discussed any shortcomings o f artillery, par­
ticularly any weapons down , any~li ng of tllis nature. My 6th 
Suppo rt Battalion commande r kep t me informe d on the tracked 
ve hicles and several items that I had liste d that I wanted to 
bE' informe d on, if any of these we nt do\vn or of we were having 
any proble ms of securing r ep l ace ments. l\t these staff meetings 
I h ad--and -these were -the people that al\-lays spoke--then other 
staff if they had anything to contribute. I would conclude the 
rnl~e ting wi th any comments that I may have . In attendance at these 
meotings were my 51, 2, 3, 4, and 5, my s ignal officer, my PIO 
wus always there, my surgeon, chaplain, liaison officers from 
each of the battalions, and company commande rs of the separate 
units. This was approximate l y it. Each Saturday afternoon I 
would have a battalion commande rs' meeting along with the staff 
meeting, and after the normal staff meeti.ng all the staff then 
would l eave except my 53 and my 52. And I would then talk to 
the battalion corrunanders and separate unit commanders to carry 
on the other matters that we had to discuss. This was on a 
normal staff meeting arrangement. 

Q. Let's then go back to the night of the 16th and 
the evening of the 16th and the e vening of the 17th or pos­
sibly the e vening of the 18th. Were the re any particular 
matte rs brought out at these staff meetings which caused you 
concern or which you discussed further with members of the 
staff? 

A. I do not recall that there were any matters brought 
out, but I am positive that I cited this example--which I 
would have done too on the next Saturday if I had my battalion 
commanders present--of my concern about the number of civi­
lians that had been killed in this particular operation--
the 20 that had been reported. But there was no report to 
me by any member of the brigade staff concerning anything in 
the My Lai operational area that would have, that I recall, 
that, would have certainly nothing to do with atrocities of 
this nature that would lead me to believe that anything had 
occurred other than what I already knew, which I reported upon 
here. 

Q. Was your staff aware, that one, that you were conduct-
ing, which you referred to as the commander's investigation? 
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l Q  
A.  I do no t  know if I made t h i s  a p u b l i c  announce- 
ment o r  an announcement t o  my s t a f f .  C e r t a i n  s e l e c t e d  
i n d i v i d u a l s  of  my s t a f f  knew. 

Q. Who would they be? 

A.  They would have been m y  5 2  and my S 3 ,  and cer- 
t a i n l y  Colonel  LUPER, my a r t i l l e r y  commander, d e f i n i t e l y  
t h o s e  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  would have known, b u t  I d i d  have a 
reason  f o r  n o t  p u b l i c i z i n g  i t ,  and this  was t h e  morale of  
t h e  t r o o p s .  U n t i l  I had something,  o r  something was un- 
covered t h a t  would l e a d  l i e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  something d i d  
occur ,  I d i d  n o t  want a w i l d  rumor q e t t i n g  sp read  through 
t h e  b r i g a d e .  I b e l i e v e  I cau t ioned 'Co lone1  BARKER and 
Major CALHOUN and o t h e r s  t h e r e  from Task Force Barker  t h a t  
I d i d  n o t  want C Company, a t  t h a t  t i m e  was t h e  only  one 
t h a t  I w a s  aware of  t h a t  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON had a l l e g e d  
t h i s  w i l d  s h o o t i n g ,  p l u s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s .  I a m  cer- 
t a i n  t h a t  as I ques t ioned  him and t o l d  them I wanted t h i s  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  b e l t  u n t i l  t h i s  had been proved o r  d i sp roved  
from my command i n q u i r y .  

."*. Q .  When you conducted your  in fo rma l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
5;. 
F' s o l i c i t  any a s s i s t a n c e  from your  s t a f f ?  

was your  s t a f f  aware o f  what you were do ing ,  or  d i d  you 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  any s o l i c i t i n g  of any ass is tance 
from my s t a f f .  I know t h a t  my S3 ,  Major MCKNIGI-IT, I showed 
him my r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  2 4  A p r i l  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  d a t e s  
of t h e  p rev ious  o p e r a t i o n s .  
here--1 d i d  have him read  t h i s .  I had Colonel  BARKER r e a d  
i t .  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Major CALHOUN r e a d  i t ,  t h e r e  
would b e  no reason t o  show it t o  Major CALI-IOUN. I do n o t  
b e l i e v e  I gave a copy of it t o  TF Barker .  
d e n t  t ha t  I d i d  n o t .  

Q. 
A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

"2 

I b e l i e v e  I have t o  look  a t  

I'm p r e t t y  c o n f i -  

You d i d  r e t a i n  a f i l e  o f  it i n  t h e  52 s e c t i o n ?  

Q .  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been d i r e c t e d  by General ICOSTER? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  w a s  common knowledge because I 
informed t h e  s t a f f  t h a t  i f  Colonel  BARKER c a l l e d  upon any 
of  t h e i r  c ler ical  assistance,  they  were t o  p rov ide  it. So 
I ' m  p r e t t y  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  s t a f f  d i d  know of h i s  formal  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Was your  s t a f f  aware o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a formal  
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A. I do not know if I made this a public announce-
ment or an announcement to my staff. CeJ:tain selected 
individuals of my staff knew. 

Q. Who would they be? 

A. They would have been my 82 and my S3, and cer-
tainly Colonel LUPER, my artillery commander, definitely 
those three individuals would have known, but I did have a 
reason for not publicizing it, and this 'vas the morale of 
the troops. Until I had something, or something was un­
covered that would lea.d me to believe that something did 
occur, I did not want a wild rumor getting spread through 
the brigade. I believe I cautioned Colonel BAru<ER and 
Hajor CALHOUN and others there from Task Force Barker that 
I did not want C Company, at that time was the only one 
that I was aware of that \'Iarrant Officer THOMPSON had alleged 
this wild shooting, plus the helicopter pilots. I am cer­
tain that as I questioned him and told them I wanted this 
close to the belt until t.his had been proved or disproved 
from my command inquiry. 

Q. When you conducted your informal investigation 
was your staff aware of what you were doing, or did you 
solicit any assistance from your staff? 

A. I do not recall any soliciting of any assistance 
from my staff. I know that my 83, Major MCKNIGHT, I showed 
him my report of investiqation 24 April to verify the dates 
of the previous operations. I believe I have to look at 
here--I did have him read this. I had Colonel BAru<ER read 
it. I do not believe that Major CALHOlll read it, there 
would be no reason to show it to Major CALHOilll. I do not 
believe I gave a copy of it to TF Barker. I'm pretty confi­
dent that I did not. 

Q. You did retain a file of it in the S2 section? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. \'las your staff aware of the fact that a formal 
investigation had been directed by General KOSTER? 

A. I believe this was common knowledge because I 
informed the staff that if Colonel BARKER called upon any 
of their clerical assistance, they were to provide it. 80 
I'm pretty confident that the staff did know of his formal 
investigation. 
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