
n. Did you commend your s t a f f  and all persons  with-  
i n  your command t o  provide  the m a x i m u m  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  him and 
f u r n i s h  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  informnt ion?  

A .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  making t h a t  s p e c i f i c .  I do n o t  
r c c a l l  making t h a t  s takement ,  s i r .  

Q. What w a s  your  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  the U . S .  p rovince  
and d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r s ?  I am r e f e r r i n g  h e r e  t o  a M r .  MAY who 
i s  a prov ince  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  and I b e l i e v e  he had a deputy 
who would have been t h e  sector a d v i s o r  and probably a l so  a 
m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r  as a d i s t r i c t  and s u b s e c t o r  a d v i s o r .  

A. I had no command o r  o t h e r  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  them 
excep t  t h a t  t hey  were i n  my AO, and I was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
p rov id ing  s e c u r i t y  t o  them and f i r e s  upon r e q u e s t  t o  them. 
I v i s i t e d  a l l  o f  them p e r i o d i c a l l y  and k e p t  informed of  what 
they were doing.  Occas iona l ly ,  w e  would t r y  t o  i n t e g r a t e  
t h e i r  RF/PF o p e r a t i o n s  i n t o  a s  many of o u r  combat o p e r a t i o n s  
t h a t  w e  could.  W e  o f f e r e d  t r a i n i n g  for  t h e i r  RF/PF f o r c e s .  
My r e l a t i o n s  wi th  M r .  MAY were n o t  as close as t h e  d i s t r ic t .  The 
America1 D i v i s i o n  u s u a l l y  coord ina ted  through t h e  G 5  w i t h  M r .  
MAY'S o f f i c e  a t  Quang Ngai C i t y .  Unless I w a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
g iven  a miss ion  o f  do ing  something concerning them. 

Q. What w a s  t h e  name o f  h i s  deputy? 

A .  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  G U I N N .  

Q.  G-U-I-N-N? 

A.  G-U-I-N-N, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. And t h e  sector a d v i s o r ,  what was h i s  name? 

A. The sec tor  a d v i s o r  a t  Son Tinh was Major GAVIN.  

Q. 
t h e  c i v i l i a n  community? 

A. N o t  t o  me p e r s o n a l l y ,  b u t  as I i n d i c a t e d  earlLer, 
I had an M I  o f f icer  o u t  i n  each of t h e s e  d i s t r i c t s .  He d i d  
not  always l i v e  t h e r e .  
If h e  w a s  n o t  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i t s e l f ,  he  v i s i f e d ' d a i l y .  
or p e r i o d i c a l l y  i n  t h e  d i s t r ic t ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Did t h e y  a l so  pass  on t o  you i n f o r m a t i o n  from 

I t  depended on what my stre%gtQ,i,:was.,. 
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Q. Did you commend your staff and all persons with-
in your command to provide the maximum assistance to him and 
furnish all available information? 

A. I do not recall making that specific. I do not 
rc,call making that statement, sir. 

Q. What was your relationship with the U.S. province 
and district advisors? I am referring here to a Mr. MAY who 
is a province senior advisor and I believe he had a deputy 
who would have been the sector advisor and probably also a 
military officer as a district and subsector advisor. 

A. I had no command or other authority over them 
except that they were in my AO, and I was responsible for 
providing security to them and fires upon request to them. 
I visited all of them periodically and kept informed of What 
they were doing. Occasionally, we would try to integrate 
their RF/PF operations into as many of our combat operations 
that we could. We offered training for their RF/PF forces. 
My relations with Mr. MAY were not as close as the district. 
Americal Division usually coordinated through the G5 with Mr. 
MAY's office at Quang Ngai City. Unless I was specifically 
given a mission of doing something concerning them. 

Q. What was the name of his deputy? 

A. Lieutenant Colonel GUINN. 

Q. G-U-I-N-N? 

A. G-U-I-N-N, yes, sir. 

Q. And the sector advisor, what was his name? 

A. The sector advisor at Son Tinh was Major GAVIN. 

Q. Did they also pass on to you information from 
the civilian community? 

A. Not to me personally, but as I indicated earlier, 
I had an MI officer out in each of these districts. He did 
not always live there. It depended on what my str~Ilg;th>was., 
If he was not living in the district itself, he visited'daily. 
or periodically in the district, yes, sir. 
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A. I n t e l l i g e n c e  in fo rma t ion  p r i m a r i l y ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  M r .  WEST, you are--  

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I would l i k e  t o  add one i t e m  i f  I 
may t o  t h i s  p o i n t  h e r e .  I read  i n  t h e  newspaner o r  I was 
c a l l e d  by a newsgaper r e p o r t e r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  h i s  name, b u t  
he  was from The Nashington Pos t -Pe te r  something--and he  i n -  

t h a t  Colonel  G U I N N  was t h e  f i r s t  one t o  a l e r t  m e  t h a t  something 
had happened up i n  t h e  Quang Ngai Province .  IIe f u r t h e r  s ta ted  
t h a t  Colonel  G U I N N  d e l i v e r e d  t o  me t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
a handwr i t t en  memorandum, o r  a handwr i t t en  p i e c e  o f  pape r  
a l l e g e d l y  coming o u t  of a gr ievance  commit tee 's  r e p o r t  i n  
Quang Ngai C i t y  t h a t  U . S .  f o r c e s  had k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h i s  
My La i  ( 4 )  o p e r a t i o n .  He asked ,  t h i s  e d i t o r  asked m e ,  t h i s  
newspaper r e p o r t e r  asked me t o  v e r i f y  i t ,  t h a t  t h i n g .  I t o l d  him 
t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know what he w a s  t a l k i n g  about .  I consequent ly  
c a l l e d  Colonel  G U I N N  o r  go t  h i m  t o  ca l l  m e .  

formed me t h a t  he had been informed,  i n  t u r n ,  by Colonel  GUI" ,; ! 

Q. G-U-I-N-N O r  G-A-V-I-N? 
2 

A .  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  G U I N N  who w a s  t h e  deputy a t  
Quang Ngai C i t y .  Colonel  G U I N N  t a l k e d  t o  m e  i n  Nor fo lk ,  and 

he  r e p o r t e d l y  o r  a l l e g e d l y  gave t o  m e .  

.g 
F 
(x, I t o l d  him t h a t  I d i d  n o t  remember t h i s  p i e c e  of paper t h a t  

He s a i d ,  " O h  y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n . "  

I s a i d ,  " B i l l , "  a f t e r  t h i s  t i m e  he  became one of my 
b a t t a l i o n  commanders, " A r e  you s u r e  a g r i evance  committee would 
meet t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and t h i s  word brought  t o  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  because t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o r  t h e  p r o v i n c e  
i m p l i e d  t o  me t h a t  the f i r s t  word t h a t  he  had of it was t h i s  
l e t t e r  t h a t  had come down from General  LAM through t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  means. " 

and t h e  day a f t e r  I g o t  t h e  report;  i t  w a s  on  a h a n d w r i t t e n  
piece of paper; and I d o n ' t  know where I got it, b u t  it 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  o v e r  a thousand c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  i n  
t h e  My L a i  area;  and I carried t h a t  down t o  Duc Oho and 
handed it t o  you." 

and he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  I had walked o u t  t o  h i s  chopper w i t h  him 
or something l i k e  t h a t ,  and I asked him i f  I w a s  i n  a cast, 

G U I N N  s a i d ,  "Well, it w a s  a coup le  weeks a f t e r  t h i s ,  

I asked Colonel  G U I N N  something else about  i t ,  

(HENDERSON) 1 0 1  W P  T-1 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

o 

o 
+= 
W 

o 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. And you used this as a device or means of gather-
ing information? 

A. Intelligence information primarily, yes, sir. 

Q. Mr. WEST, you are--

A. (Interposing) I would like to add one item if I 
may to this point here. I read in the newspaper or I was 
called by a newspaper reporter, I do not recall his name, but 
he was from The \~ashington Post-Peter something--and he in­
formed me that he had been informed, in turn, by Colonel GUINN 
that Colonel GUINN was the first one to alert me that something 
had happened up in the Quang Ngai Province. He further stated 
that Colonel GUINN delivered to me the day after the operation 
a handwritten memorandum, or a handwritten piece of paper 
allegedly coming out of a grievance committee's report in 
Quang Ngai city that U.S. forces had killed civilians in this 
My Lai (4) operation. He asked, this editor asked me, this 
newspaper reporter asked me to verify it, that thing. I told him 
that I didn't know what he was talking about. I consequently 
called Colonel GUINN or got him to call me. 

Q. G-U-I-N-N or G-A-V-I-N? 

A. Lieutenant Colonel GUINN who was the deputy at 
Quang Ngai City. Colonel GUINN talked to me in Norfolk, and 
I told him that I did not remember this piece of paper that 
he reportedly or allegedly gave to me. 

He said, "Oh yes, sir, the day after the operation." 

I said, "Bill," after this time he became one of my 
battalion commanders, "Are you sure a grievance committee would 
meet the day after the operation and this word brought to the 
district chief because the district chief or the province 
implied to me that the first word that he had of it was this 
letter that had come down from General LAM through this 
particular means." 

GUINN said, "Well, it was a couple weeks after this, 
and the day after I got the report; it was on a handwritten 
piece of paper; and I don't know where I got it, but it 
reported that over a thousand civilians had been killed in 
the My Lai area; and I carried that down to Due Pho and 
handed it to you." 

I asked Colonel GUINN something else about it, 
and he indicated that I had walked out to his chopper with him 
or something like that, and I asked him if I was in a cast, 
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and he s a i d  no. T h i s  d i d n ' t  j i b e  w i t h  m e  because at t h a t  t i m e  
my l e y  was i n  a c a s t ,  and  I w a s n ' t  doing more walking than  I 
had t o ,  and I d o n ' t  r c m e m h r  having eve r  m e t  Colonel G U I N N  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  I went t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province t o  
t a l k  t o  L ieu tenan t  Colonel K I I I E N .  I asked h i m  i f  he w a s n ' t  
c e r t a i n  t h a t  he h a d n ' t  given i t  t o  one of my s t a f f ,  and h e ' s  
p o s i t i v e  t h a t  he gave i t  t o  me. I swear under o a t h  I never  s a w  
such a r e p o r t .  Now, whether i t  i s  t h e  t ime t h a t  has  gone by ,  I 
d o n ' t  know, I d i d  n o t  and have n o t  s een  t h i s  supposedly hand- 
w r i t t e n  n o t e  t h a t  he r e p o r t e d l y  d e l i v e r e d  t o  me, s t a t i n g  t h a t  
something i n  excess  o f  a 1 0 0 0  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  on 1 6  
March. 

Q.  D o  you know what a census gr ievance  team i s ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Are you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  what i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as 
Revolut ionary Development Cadre? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I do n o t  know t h e  workings o r  t h e  pro- 
cedure t h a t  t h e y  go through.  I: know t h a t  i n  t h e  Revolut ion-  
a ry  Development Cadre, t h e y  have such an o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  
h e a r  t he  compla in ts  and g r i evances  of t h e  community. 

Q. T h i s  r e p o r t  w a s ,  a cco rd ing  t o  t h e  informat ion  
you j u s t  gave,  w a s  d e l i v e r e d  to you on o r  abou t  t h e  
1 7 t h  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s ?  

A. Well, i n i t i a l l y  t h i s  w a s  t h e  report t h a t  t h e  
reporter  was g iven  t o  me, and t h a t  Colonel  G U I N N ,  when I f i rs t  
t a l k e d  wi th  him, s t a t e d  t h a t  he had g iven  i t  t o  m e ,  b u t  t h e n  
h e  s a i d  on second though t ,  t h a t  i t  m u s t  have been s e v e r a l  weeks 
l a t e r  because  t h e  r e p o r t  would n o t  have g o t t e n  back t o  any 
g r i evance  committee i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  B u t  he  c o n t i n u e s  
t o  f ee l  t h a t  he gave m e  such a r e p o r t .  I have no knowledge 
of t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q.  D o  you know which RD team it  was? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  I do no t .  

Q. Where are t h e  r e fugee  camps or where were t h e  
r e fugee  camps i n  the  area o f  Quang Ngai, and s p e c i f i c a l l y  n o r t h  
of t h e  Song T r a  Khuc River? 

Yes. 
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and he said no. This didn't jibe with me because at that time 
my leg was in a cast, and I wasn't doing more walking than I 
had to, and I don't remenc'Jer having ever met Colonel GUINN 
prior to the time that I went to the Quang Ngai Province to 
talk to Lieutenant Colonel KHIEN. I asked him if he wasn't 
certain that he hadn't given it to one of my staff, and he's 
positive that he gave it to me. I swear under oath I never saw 
such a report. NOw, whether it is the time that has gone by, I 
don't know, I did not and have not seen this supposedly hand­
written note that he reportedly delivered to me, stating that 
something in excess of a 1000 civilians had been killed on 16 
March. 

Q. Do you know what a census grievance team is? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Are you familiar with what is referred to as 
Revolutionary Development Cadre? 

A. Yes, sir. I do not know the workings or the pro­
cedure that they go through. 1 know that in the Revolution­
ary Development Cadre, they have such an organization to 
hear the complaints and grievances of the community. Yes. 

Q. This report was, according to the information 
you just gave, was delivered to you on or about the 
17th or thereabouts? 

A. Well, initially this was the report that the 
reporter was given to me, and that Colonel GUINN, when I first 
talked with him, stated that he had given it to me, but then 
he said on second thought, that it must have been several weeks 
later because the report would not have gotten back to any 
grievance committee in this period of time. But he continues 
to feel that he gave me such a report. I have no knowledge 
of this report. 

Q. Do you know which RD team it was? 

A. No, sir. I do not. 

Q. Where are the refugee camps or where were the 
refugee camps in the area of Quang Ngai, and specifically north 
of the Song Tra Khuc RiVer? 
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A. I do n o t  r e c a l l .  I know I have flown ove r  and 
seen  them, b u t  I just c a n ' t  remember where they were p h y s i c a l l y  
l o c a t e d .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of any of t h e s e  RD teams? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q .  Could t h e r e  have been any confus ion  i n  your  judg- 
ment between t h e  in fo rma t ion  t h a t  you p icked  up from Colonel  
G U I N N ,  o r  what Colonel  G U I N N  had g iven  you, and t h e  in fo rma t ion  
which had been provided by t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  t o  t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h i s  was what I t r i e d  t o  squa re  away w i t h  
Colonel  G U I N N ,  whether  this w a s n ' t  the same. He claimed t h i s  
was n o t  one and t h e  same, t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a s e p a r a t e  account .  
But h e  does n o t  know where he g o t  t h i s  handwr i t t en  memorandum 
from, who gave him t h i s  handwr i t t en  memorandum. 

10: M r .  WEST, do you have any q' ieskions t h a t  you would 
l i k e  t o  addres s  a t  this t i m e  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

MR WEST: Yes. 

Colonel  HENDERSON,  can you t e l l  m e  what  a d e n i a l  
o p e r a t i o n  i s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  you are making r e f e r e n c e  t o  one of my 
conunents ? 

Q. N o ,  and I d i d n ' t  remember tha t  you used  t h e  term. 

A .  I used t h e  t e r m  r ice  d e n i a l  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  d e n i e s  
the crops t h a t  had been h a r v e s t e d  from f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  
hands of t h e  V i e t  Cong. 

Q. I have seen  t h e , t e r m  used i n  s e v e r a l  
s t a t e m e n t s  seeming t o  be  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of  d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
a V i e t  Cong base .  P o s s i b l y  this could  b e  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of a v i l l a g e  o r  hamle t .  
t o  your  knowledge? 

Was t h e  term ever used  i n  t h a t  sense, 
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A. I do not recall. I knolv I have flown over and 
seen them, but I just can't remember \"here they were physically 
located. 

Q. Do you recall the location of any of these RD teams? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Could there have been any confusion in your judg­
ment between the information that you pic]:ed up from Colonel 
GUINN, or what Colonel GUINN had given you, and the information 
which had been provided by the village chief to the Son Tinh 
District chief? 

A. Well, this was what I tried to square away with 
Colonel GUINN, whether this wasn't the same . He claimed this 
was not one and t he same, that this was a separate account. 
But he does not knQ\v where he got this handwritten memorandum 
from, who gave him this handwritten memorandum. 

IO: Mr. WEST, do you have any q'lestions that you would 
like to addres s at this time to Colonel HENDERSON? 

MR WEST: Yes. 

Colonel HENDERSON, can you tell me what a denial 
operation is? 

A. 
comments? 

Q. 

I believe you are making refere nce to one of my 

No, and I didn't remember that you used the term. 

A. I used the term rice denial operation that denies 
the crops that had been harvested from falling into the 
hands of the Viet Congo 

Q. I have seen the term used in several 
statements seeming to be in the context of destruction of 
a Viet Cong base. Possibly this could be the destruction 
of a village or hamlet. Was the term ever used in tilat sense, 
to your knowledge? 
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A. Back i n  t h e  mountainij when w e  ope ra t ed  a g a i n s t  
t h e  NVA subsequent  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  h e r e ,  y e s ,  we des t royed  
vc base  camps, anytime and anywhere we could f i n d  them. 
There were no r e s t r i c t i o n s  on burn ing  t h e s e  bona f ide ,  and-- 
t h e s e  w e r e n ' t  even hoo tches .  These were j u s t  a couple  of 
f e e t  o f f  t h e  ground, some g r a s s  ove r  some limbs o r  something 
of t h i s  n a t u r e .  We d i d  n o t  run  i n t o  any major b u i l t - u p  a r e a s  
of t h e  NVA o u t  i n  t h e  mountains.  W e  r a n  i n t o  o v e r n i g h t  
s t a t i o n s .  W e  r a n  i n t o  sma l l  company s ize--and even i n  one 
case--on occas ion  r a n  i n t o  a b a t t a l i o n ,  where t h e y  had been. 
of course, we des t royed  any th ing  and e v e r y t h i n g  w e  could f i n d .  

Q. While you were t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, were you 
e v e r  a s s i g n e d  a mis s ion  from h i g h e r  headquar t e r s  t o  d e s t r o y  
a hamle t  o r  v i l l a g e ?  
and burn  down t h e i r  houses ,  wipe it o u t  as a p o s s i b l e  b a s e  
fo r  VC? 

A. Absolu te ly  n o t .  On one occas ion  I coord ina ted ,  
and I b e l i e v e  it w a s  a f t e r  I assumed command, I ' m  p r e t t y  
c o n f i d e n t  i t  w a s ,  w h i l e  w e  were down i n  t h e  DUC Pho area, 
w e  had a h a l f  dozen houses  t h a t  were b u i l t  r i g h t  along t h e  
highway. 
been p l a n t e d  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  road  t h e r e .  
w i t h  t h e  Duc Pho Di s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  and got him t o  move t h e  
peop le  o u t  and for him t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  houses .  
p o s s i b l e ,  I put  t h i s  o u t  a t  commanders' meet ings t i m e  and 
t i m e  a g a i n  t h a t  any t i m e  a t o r c h  i s  p u t  t o  a b u i l d i n g ,  I wan t  
your  t r o o p s  t o  be  away from i t  u n l e s s  it was t h e  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  
of an engagement. 

8. 
by ARVN t r o o p s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. 
c a r r y  o u t  such  a n  o p e r a t i o n ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  of a v i l l a g e ?  

A. I have no knowledge of any such operation con- 
d u c t e d  by t h e  Americal Divis ion,  sir. 

Q. 

By d e s t r o y  meaning g e t  r i d  of t h e  people 

And 3 o r  4 n i g h t s  i n  a row, booby traps had 
W e  coo rd ina ted  

But  whenever 

Were such o p e r a t i o n s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  carried ou t  

To your  knowledge d i d  t h e  Americal D i v i s i o n  ever 

Did you know Capta in  MEDINA w e l l ?  

I (HENDERSON) 10 4 
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A. Back in the mountains when we operated against 
the NVA subsequent to this period, here, yes, we destroyed 
VC base camps, anytime and anywh ere we could find them. 
There we r e no restrictions on b urning these bonafide, and-­
these weren't even hootches. These were just a couple of 
feet off the ground, some grass over some limbs or something 
of this nature. We did not run into any major built-up areas 
of the NVA out in the mountains. We ran into overnight 
stations. We ran into small company size--and even in one 
case--on occasion ran into a battalion, where they had been. 
Of cours e, we destroyed anything and everything we could find. 

Q. While you were the brigade commander, were you 
ever assigned a mission from higher headquarters to destroy 
a h amle t or village? By destroy meaning get rid of the people 
and burn down their houses, wipe it out as a possible base 
for VC? 

A. Absolutely not. On one occasion I coordinated, 
and I be lieve it was after I assumed command, I'm pretty 
confident it was, ~lhile we were down in the Due Pho area, 
we had a half dozen houses that were built right along the 
highway. And 3 or 4 nights in a row, booby traps had 
been planted right there in that road there. We coordinated 
with the Duc Pho District chief, and got him to move the 
people out and for him to destroy the houses. But whenever 
possible, I put this out at commanders' meetings time and 
time again that any time a torch is put to a building, I want 
your troops to be away from it unless it was the direct result 
of an engagement. 

Q. Were such operations occasionally carried out 
by ARVN troops? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To your knowledge did the Americal Division ever 
carry out such an operation, destruction of a village? 

A. I have no knowledge of any such operation con-
ducted by the Americal Division, sir. 

Q. Did you know Captain MEDINA well? 
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I f e l t  I knew Captain MEDINA w e l l .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q .  A s  you know t h e  Army has  been i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  f o r  s e v e r a l  months. Many s t a t e m e n t s  
have been t aken  from many p e o p l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a g r e a t  many of 
t h e  men i n  TF Barker .  A number of the men have commented on 
Capta in  MEDINA.  Some have p r a i s e d  him, and some have c r i t i c i z e d  
him. Among h i s  c r i t i c s ,  he has been c a l l e d  "Mad Dog" MEDINA,  
s a i d  t o  b e  very ambi t ious ,  s e t  a g r e a t  s t o r e  by h igh  body 
count  and s t a t e d  d i r e c t l y  o r  impl ied  t h a t  he l i k e d  t o  see h igh  
body c o u n t ,  w a s n ' t  too  p a r t i c u l a r  what t h e  bodies  were. Does 
any of  t h i s  p u r p o r t  t o  your knowledge of Capta in  MEDINA? 

A .  N o ,  s i r .  Captain MEDINA was p e r s o n a l l y  s e l e c t e d  
by General  LIPSCOMB t o  l e a d  t h e  advance p a r t y  of  h i s  e n t i r e  
company i n  Vietnam. I n  t r a i n i n g ,  Capta in  M E D I N A ' s  company 
was always o u t s t a n d i n g .  Capta in  F E D I N A  was a very  a g g r e s s i v e  
commander. He ran  h i s  company, as f a r  as I knew from my ex- 
p e r i e n c e ,  by t h e  book. When he was o u t  f o r  t r a i n i n g ,  he  was 
o u t  f o r  t r a i n i n g ,  there  was no monkey b u s i n e s s .  On many oc- 
c a s i o n s ,  not on many o c c a s i o n s ,  b u t  on a couple  of  o c c a s i o n s  
I have p e r s o n a l l y  had o f f i c e r s  a s s igned  t o  Cap ta in  .PEDINA whom 
I f e l t  needed educa t ing .  Capta in  MEDINA w a s  a h a r d  t a s k  maker, 
b u t  t o  t h e  best  of  my knowledge h e  w a s  always f a i r .  I have  
known Capta in  MEDINA s i n c e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  a c t i v i t i o n  of  t h e  
b r i g a d e  on o r  about 1 August. The b r i g a d e  w a s  a c t i v a t e d  on 
1 J u l y .  I b e l i e v e  he came t o  us sometime d u r i n g  t h e  end of 
Ju ly  o r  perhaps  1 August. 
of t h e  1 / 2 0 .  The fo l lowing  December he w a s  g i v e n  a 
company. 

I0 : That  was 1966? 

A. This  was 1 9 6 6 ,  s i r .  

MR WEST: I t h i n k  it i s  f a i r  t o  say  t h a t  a number of State-  
ments g i v e  t h e  same impress ion  o f  Cap ta in  MEDINA,  went  by t h e  
book, h e  w a s  s t r i c t ,  but f a i r ,  and took care of  h i s  men. 

A. I d i d  h e a r  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  "Mad Dog" MEDINA, from 
a newspaper r e p o r t e r  i n  Chicago who c a l l e d  m e  a few n i g h t s  
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4 
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H e  w a s  i n i t i a l l y  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S3 
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A. I felt I knew Captain MEDINA well. Yes, sir. 

Q. As you know the Army has been investigating 
the My Lai incide nt for several months. Many statements 
have been taken from many people, including a great many of 
the men in TF Bark e r. A number of the men have commented on 
captain MEDINA. Some have praised him, and some have criticized 
him. Among his critics, he has been called "Mad Dog" MEDINA, 
said to be very ambitious, se t a great store by high body 
count and stated directly or implied that he liked to see high 
body count, wasn't too particular what the bodies were. Does 
any of this purport to your knowledge of Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, sir. Captain MEDINA was personally selected 
by General LIPSCO MB to lead the advance party of his entire 
company in Vietnam. In training, Captain MEDINA's ' company 
was always outstanding. Captain ~illDINA was a very aggressive 
commander. He r a n his company, as far as I knew from my ex­
perience, by the book. When he was out for training, he was 
out for training, there was no monkey business. On many oc­
casions, not on many occasions, but on a couple of occasions 
I have personally had officers assigned to Captain MEDINA whom 
I felt needed educat ing. Captain MEDINA was a hard task maker, 
but to the best of my knowledge he was always fair. I have 
known Captain MEDINA since shortly after activition of the 
brigade on or about 1 August. The brigade was activated on 
1 July. I believe he came to us sometime during the end of 
July or perhaps 1 August. He was initially the assistant S3 
of the 1/20. The following December he was given a 
company. 

10: That was 1966? 

A. This was 1966, sir. 

MR WEST: I think it is fair to say that a number of state­
ments give the same impression of Captain MEDINA, went by the 
book, he was strict, but fair, and took care of his men. 

A. I did hear this statement, "Mad Dog" ~IEDINA, from 
a newspaper reporter in Chicago who called me a few nights 
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ago. No, i t  was The New York __I T i n e s ,  and hc t o l d  m e  he 
w a s  w r i t i n g  something u p ,  and askcd me if I had e v e r  heard 
M E D I N A  r e f e r r e d  t o  as "Mad Dog" M 2 D I N A ,  and I t o l d  h i m  
I was maki.ng no comment, b u t  t o  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t ,  I would 
s a y ,  p o s i t i v e l y ,  no. I have never  heard t h e  s t a t emen t  
used a g a i n s t  Captain H E D I N A .  

Q .  D o  you t h i n k  it p o s s i b l e  Captain MCDINA on h i s  
own, dec ided  t o  wipe o u t  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  Ny Lai  hamle t ,  
burn t h e  v i l l a g e ,  k i l l  all the :Living t h i n g s  i n  it? 

A. I j u s t  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h i s  was i n  the  makeup 
of t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of Capta in  MEDINA. IIe was a very courageous 
o f f i c e r  t o  my p e r s o n a l  expe r i ence .  ' I t  is  j u s t  n o t  t h e  
r e a c t i o n  or t h e  a c t s  of an o f f i c e r  of h i s  c a l i b r e .  Up t o  
2 weeks ago I would have sworn under o a t h ,  and s t i l l  from 
t h e  informat ion  a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e ,  I w i l l  swear under o a t h  
t h a t  t h i s  massacre ,  s o - c a l l e d  massacre, d i d  n o t  occur.  
But wi th  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  and newspaper r e p o r t s  t h a t  I have 
been r e a d i n g  h e r e  i n  t h e  l a s t  few weeks, t h e r e  is  more 
o€ a conceril i n  my mind t h a t  perhaps something d i d  occur .  
I feel  t h a t  i f  it d i d  o c c u r ,  it. was t h e  r e s u l t  of some r a s h  
acts on t h e  p a r t  o f ,  pe rhaps ,  members of t h i s  company and 
t h a t ,  pe rhaps ,  Capta in  R i D I N A  then  s e e i n g  t h a t  it had 
o c c u r r e d ,  knowing he c o u l d n ' t  s t o p  t h e  t h i n g  once it had 
a l r e a d y  happened--yes, a coverup. A coverup I ' m  c o n f i d e n t  
was a t  t h a t  l e v e l  i f  t h e r e  w a s  a coverup. A t  no t i m e  w a s  
t h e r e  ever any c o l l u s i o n  or conspi racy  or any th ing  else 
between Colonel B A m R  or any member of his command and 
myse l f ,  or  any member of my s t a f f ,  t h a t  I ' m  aware o f ,  t h a t  
knew a n y t h i n g  abou t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  has  n o t  been brought  
t o  l i g h t  to  m e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  t h i n g  occur red .  There 
w a s  p o s i t i v e l y  no c o l l u s i o n  o r  consp i r acy  or a n y t h i n g  else 
between myself and members of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  t o  whom 
I t a l k e d  t o  about  this.  And, t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, 
t h e  o n l y  people t h a t  I e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i t h  i n  d e t a i l  
were General  XOSTEK, General  YOUNG,  a n d . 1  d i d  n o t  even 
d i s c u s s  it i n  d e t a i l  wi th  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  Colonel  PARSON. 
I handed him a r e p o r t  of 2 4  A p r i l  and informed him what 
t h e  r e p o r t  w a s ,  and a t  t h e  t i m e  he d i d  n o t  read it i n  my 
p resence .  
any member of t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  ever come down t o  v i s i t  
m e  conce rn ing  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  There was p o s i t i v e l y  no e f f o r t  
on my par t  to  cover up any s i n g l e  a s p e c t  of  this. 

(HENDERSON) 
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ago. No, it was The Nay, Yo rk Times, and he told me he 
was writing someth i ng up , a nd a s ke d me if I had ever he ard 
MEDINi\ r eferred to as "Had Dog " NEDINA, and I told him 
I VIas making no corrunent, but to that s t a tement, I would 
say , positively, n o . I have neve r he ard the stateme nt 
used against Captain ~lliDINA . 

Q. Do you think i t possible Captain MEDINA on his 
own, decide d to wip e out eve r ything in Ny Lai hamlet, 
burn the village, kill all the living things in it? 

A. I just do not believe this was in the makeup 
of the character of Captain ME DINA. He was a very courageous 
officer to my personal experie nce. 'It is just not the 
r eac tion or the acts of an officer of his calibre. Up to 
2 weeks ago I would have sworn under oath, and still from 
the informat ion availab l e to me , I will swear unde r oath 
tha t thi s massacre, so-called massacre, did not occur. 
But with the television and n ewspaper reports that I have 
be e n r eading here in the last few we e ks, there is more 
o f a concern in my mind that pe rhaps something did occur. 
I fee l that if it did occur, it was the result of some rash 
acts on the part of, pe rhaps, members of this company and 
that, perhaps, Captain I'lEDINA then seeing that it had 
occurred, knowing he couldn't s top the thing once it had 
a lready happened--yes, a cove r up . A coverup I'm confident 
was at tha t leve l if there was a cove rup. At no time was 
the re eve r any collusi on or conspiracy or anything e lse 
be t ween Colonel BARKER or any membe r of his corrunand and 
myself, or any member of my s taff, that I'm aware of, that 
knew anything about thi s incide nt that has not be en brought 
to light to me at the time thi s thing occurre d. The re 
was positively no collus ion or conspiracy or anything else 
between myse lf and members of the divi s ion staff to whom 
I talked to about this. And, ,t o the best of my knowledge, 
the only people that I ever discussed this with in detail 
were General KOSTER , General YOUNG, and , I did not even 
discuss it in detail with the chief of staff, Colone l PARSON. 
I handed him a report of 24 April and informed him what 
the report was, and at the time he did . not read it in my 
presence. I did not discuss it further with him, nor did 
any membe r of the division staff ever come down to visit 
me concerning this incide nt. There was positively no effort 
on my part to cover up any single aspect of this. 
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Q. You might check m e  on t h i s ,  b u t  from what expe r i ence  
I ' v e  had,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  r a t h e r  commonplace p r a c t i c e  f o r  com- 
manders t o  t a l k  t o  t h e i r  t roops  ahead of an a s s a u l t ,  and l e t  
them know what t h e  o p e r a t i o n  is a b o u t ,  and p repa re  them f o r  
i t ,  perhaps g ive  them a s o - c a l l e d  p e p t a l k ,  g e t  them i n  t h e  
r i g h t  frame of  mind. Is i t  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h a t  t h e  
men were so keyed-up t o  move i n  a g a i n s t  My Lai  hamlet  expec t ing  
s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e  t h a t  t.hey moved i n ,  go t  o u t  of  c o n t r o l ,  and 
d i d  a l o t  of k i l l i n g ,  and went w i l d  as was s a i d ?  Those words 
have been used-- 

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I h a t e  t o  say  t h a t  s o l d i e r s  can 
r e a c t  t h a t  way, b u t  y e s ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e ,  because w e  p l aced  
heavy r e l i a n c e  on t h e  in fo rma t ion  provided  t o  us by Major GAVIN 
of t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  H i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  
48th LF B a t t a l i o n  was p o s i t i v e l y  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  The 48th LF 
B a t t a l i o n  had been t h e  one t h a t  had been h u r t i n g  t h e  h e l l  o u t  
of us w i t h  m i n e s  and booby t r a p s ,  p r i m a r i l y  s n i p e r  f i r e  and 
t h i n g s  of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  This  w a s  a number one t a r g e t  i n  o u r  
b r i g a d e ,  t h e  48th LF B a t t a l i o n .  Anytime anyone mentioned 48th 
LF B a t t a l i o n ,  n i g h t  o r  day,  w e  were ready t o  move t o  do whatever  
w e  had t o  do t o  d e s t r o y  i t .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  C Company, I 
b e l i e v e  they  were involved  i n  a m i n e f i e l d  i n c i d e n t  a few weeks 
before t h i s  t h i n g  happened where they  l o s t  1 2  o r  1 5  men i n  
a m i n e f i e l d .  I d o n ' t  have any knowledge t h a t  t h e y  a t t r i b u t e d  
t h i s  t o  t h e  48th LF B a t t a l i o n  o r  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  a l though 
some of  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  t h e  newspapers,  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n .  

Q.  Did you know L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY? 

A. I do n o t  remember L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY. I t  w a s  sor t  
of an awkward p e r i o d  when w e  were g e t t i n g  ready t o  p r o c e s s  
f o r  ove r seas .  When I came back from a t r i p  t o  V i e t n a m ,  I 
h u r t  my knee i n  Vietnam jumping o u t  of a h e l i c o p t e r  and I 
had t o  t u r n  i n t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  a d i s c  removal and I was 
i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  about  3 weeks. When I g o t  o u t  a g a i n  I 
w a s  on c r u t c h e s  and g o t  r i d  of  them j u s t  a s  w e  walked up 
t h e  gangplank,  p r a c t i c a l l y .  When I d i d  g e t ,  r e a l l y - - 1  h a d n ' t  
been r e l e a s e d  from t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  I w a s  s t i l l  c a r r i e d  on 
t h e  h o s p i t a l  r o l l s .  
a cancerous  c y s t  removed from h i s  .neck,  and h e  w a s  i n  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  f o r  a month. I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  b r i g a d e  deployed 
I was immobile. I d i d n ' t  g e t  around t o  t r a i n i n g  l i k e  I shou ld .  
There was a h e l l  o f  a l o t  of t h i n g s ,  b u t  w e  g o t  t h e  

Genera l  LIPSCOMB had t o  go i n  t o  have  
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Q. You migh t chE,ck me on this, but from what experience 
I've had, I think it's rather commonplace practice for com­
manders to talk to their troops ahead of an assault, and let 
them know what the operation is about, and prepare them for 
it, perhaps give them a so-called peptalk, get them in the 
right frame of mind. Is it possible in this case that the 
men were so keyed-up to move in against My Lai hamlet expecting 
strong resistance that t:hey moved in, got out of control, and 
did a lot of killing, and went wild as was said? Those words 
have been used--

A. (Interposing) I hate to say that soldiers can 
react that way, but yes, it is possible, because we placed 
heavy reliance on the information provided to us by Major GAVIN 
of the Son Tinh District. His intelligence reported that the 
48th LF Battalion was positively in that area. The 48th LF 
Battalion had been the one that had been hurting the hell out 
of us with mines and booby traps, primarily sniper fire and 
things of this nature. This was a number one target in our 
brigade, the 48th LF Battalion. Anytime anyone mentioned 48th 
LF Battalion, night or day, we ~lere ready to move to do whatever 
we had to do to destroy it. I don't know that C Company, I 
believe they were involved in a minefield incident a few weeks 
before this thing happened where they lost 12 or 15 men in 
a minefield. I don't have any knowledge that they attributed 
this to the 48th LF Battalion or to this operation, although 
some of the statements in the newspapers, I'm not certain. 

Q. Did you know Lieutenant CALLEY? 

A. I do not remember Lieutenant CALLEY. It was sort 
of an awkward period when we were getting ready to process 
for overseas. When I came back from a trip to vietnam, I 
hurt my knee in Vietnam jumping out of a helicopter and I 
had to turn into the hospital for a disc removal and I was 
in the hospital for about 3 weeks. When I got out again I 
was on crutches and got rid of them just as we walked up 
the gangplank, practically. When I did get, really--i hadn't 
been released from the hospital, I was still carried on 
the hospital rolls. General LIPSCOMB had to go in to have 
a cancerous cyst removed from his -neck, and he was in the 
hospital for a month. I was trying to get the brigade deployed. 
I was immobile. I didn't get around to training like I should. 
There was a hell of a lot of things, but we got the 
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b r igade  moved, and w e  got them moved i n  damn f i n e  . s t y l e .  

Q .  Whi l e  you were b r igade  commander, was i t  e v e r  necessa ry  
t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a war crime i n  t h i s  b r igade?  

A .  T h e r e  was, no t  of a war crime, there was one i n -  
c i d e n t  of a s o l d i e r  s h o o t i n g  a group of c i v i l i a n s  which was 
murder, b u t  it w a s  n o t  c a t e g o r i z e d  as a w a r  crime. Now I ' m  
n o t  c e r t a i n  from a l e g a l  aspect whether it i s  a war crime or  
whether it was n o t .  W e  t r e a t e d  it as murder, made t h e  ne- 
c e s s a r y  r e p o r t s  on t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n - -  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you know t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  he  was accused o f  k i l l i n g ?  

A.  They were f r i e n d l i e s .  I t  w a s  j u s t  a w i l l f u l  act  
of murder, p remed i t a t ed ,  and w e  could  n o t  p rosecu te .  

Were they  f r i e n d l i e s ?  

10: I would l i k e  t o  ask you a couple  of o t h e r  ques- 
t i o n s .  
of  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  t h e  LZ or t a l k  t o  Capta in  MEDINA? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q. Not on t h e  ground? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  I a t t empted  t o  l a n d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  of t h a t  
area a ~ t  one t i m e , ,  b u t  beca  se of the t e r r a i n ,  w e  were n o t  able 
t o  land.  No, s i r .  I d i d  J ot: l a n d .  

Q. My q u e s t i o n  i s ,  do you know where Cap ta in  MEDINA 
was? H i s  command p o s t ?  

A. I a m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  of  t h i s .  I t h i n k  I had him 
mark h i s  command p o s t  f o r  m e  w i t h  smoke. When I flew o v e r  a t  
one ti.rne, t h a t  time it was i.n the edge o f  the  LZ t o  t h e  west 
of t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 )  ~ I ' m  pref . ty  c e r t a i n  t h a t  I did 
have it marked s o  I cou ld  g e t  a better a p p r e c i a t i o n  of where 
t h e  t r o o p s  ware. 

Q. 

Did you a t  any time l a n d  w h i l e  you were i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  

Prom t h e r e  would he have  c o n t r o l  of h i s  p l a t o o n s ?  

. A .  Well, c e r t a i n l y  r a d i o  communications, y e s ,  sir.  I 
see n o . r e a s o n  why he would n o t  have from t h e  d i s t a n c e s  invo lved .  
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brigade moved, and we got them moved in damn fine .style. 

Q. While you were brigade commander, was it ever necessary 
to conduct an investigation of a l'lar crime in this brigade? 

A. There was, not of a War crime, there was one in­
cident of a soldier shooting a group of civilians which was 
murder, but it was not categorized as a war crime. Now I'm 
not certain from a legal aspect whether it is a war crime or 
whether it was not. We treated it as murder, made the ne­
cessary reports on the investigation--

Q. (Interposing) Do you know the status of the 
civilians that he was accused of killing? Were they friendiies? 

A. They were friendlies. It was just a willful act 
of murder, premeditated, and we could not prosecute. 

10: I would like to ask you a couple of other ques-
tions. Did you at any time land while you were in the vicinity 
of My Lai (4) in the LZ or talk to Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Not on the ground? 

A. No, sir. I attempted to land to the south 
area at onet.j.me"but becaljlse of the terrain, we were 
to land. No, sir. I did ~ot land. 

of that 
not able 

Q. My question is, do you know where Captain MEDINA 
was? His command post? 

A. I am not positive 
mark his command post for me 
one time, t:hat time it was in 
of the village of My Lai (4). 
have it marked so I could get 
the troops were. 

of this. I think I had him 
with smoke. When I flew over at 

the edge of the LZ to the west 
I'm pret.t:y certain that I did 

a better appreciation of where 

Q. From there would he have control of his platoons? 

A. Well, certainly radio communications, yes, sir. I 
see no. reason why he would not have from the distances involved. 
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Q. The d i s t a n c e  involved  were-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Were very minor. 

Q. Such as?  

A. W e l l  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  map h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  I would 
say  excep t  fo r  sma l l  e lements  t h a t  he was sending  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
and t o  t h e  south  i n  response t o  gunships  and o t h e r s  marking 
p o s i t i o n s ,  eve ry th ing  was r i g h t  around t h a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  v i l l a g e  
and he would n o t  have been ove r  500  t o  700  meters a t  any p o i n t  
h i s  people  would have been away from h i m  o r  h i s  p l a t o o n s  
wouldn ' t  have been away from him. 

Q.  W i t h  him be ing  on t h e  ground and s e p a r a t e d  from 
h i s  p l a t o o n  by as much a s  even a q u a r t e r  of a m i l e  i n  t h i s  
kind of  t e r r a i n ,  would i t  have been p o s s i b l e  f o r  him r e a l l y  
n o t  t o  know w h a t ' s  going on i n  an a r e a  o t h e r  t h a n  what he i s  
t o l d  over  a r a d i o ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I t  would be p o s s i b l e  f o r  him n o t  t o  know 
because once you g e t  on t h a t  ground, as you probably know, 
you cannot  see a h e l l  of a long  i n c l i n a t i o n .  
paddy d i k e s  which look from t h e  a i r  l i k e  f l a t  r o l l i n g  t e r r a i n ,  

Ul and when you g e t  down on t h e  damn ground you are b l i n d e d  by 
a hundred meters  or even a l i t t l e  hedgerow which looks  from 
t h e  a i r  l i k e  a p o o l t a b l e .  When you g e t  on t h e  ground,  i t ' s  
a h e l l  of a l o t  d i f f e r e n t .  Y e s ,  I can  unders tand  and appre-  
c ia te  where c o n t r o l  would be d i f f i c u l t .  

Q. This  i s  only  a matter of o p i n i o n ,  w e ' l l  have t o  
t r y  t o  c l a r i f y  that .  Was t h e r e  e v e r  i n  your  mind, a ques- 
t i o n  of  t h e  r u l e s  of engagement i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  use of a r t i l l e r y ,  t h e  use  of gunsh ips ,  
and so  f o r t h ,  o r  a i r  s t r i k e s .  ,Those  t h r e e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
a r t i l l e r y ,  your  h e l i c o p t e r  gunsh ips ,  and p o s s i b l e  a i r  s t r i k e s ,  
which might have caused you t o  t h i n k  about  t h e  r u l e s  of  en- 
gagement? 
the America1 D i v i s i o n ,  and a l s o  by your  h e a d q u a r t e r s ?  

A. W e  d i d  n o t  u s e  a i r  s t r i k e s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  W e  
had no a i r  s t r i k e s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I t  had been 
p l anned ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  I cance led  o u t  or what t h e  reason 
f o r  it. There w a s  no need f o r  i t ,  we had it on ca l l .  As 

These rice d 0 
2 

I have documents which were p u t  o u t  by MACV, by 

~ 
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Q. The distance involved were--

A. (Interposing) l~ere very minor. 

Q. Such as? 

A. Well referring to the map here (indicating), I would 
say except for small elements that he was sending to the north 
and to the south in response to gunships and others marking 
positions, everything was right around that My Lai (4) village 
and he would not have been over 500 to 700 meters at any point 
his people would have been away from him or his platoons 
wouldn't have been away from him. 

Q. With him being on the ground and separated from 
his platoon by as much as even a quarter of a mile in this 
kind of terrain, would it have been possible for him really 
not to know what's going on in an area other than what he is 
told over a radio? 

A. Yes, sir. It would be possible for him not to know 
because once you get on that ground, as you probably know, 
you cannot see a hell of a long inclination. Tnese rice 
paddy dikes which look from the air like flat rolling terrain, 
and when you get down on the damn ground you are blinded by 
a hundred meters or even a little hedgerow which looks from 
the air like a pooltable. When you get on the ground, it's 
a hell of a lot different. Yes, I can understand and appre­
ciate where control would be difficult. 

Q. This is only a matter of opinion, we'll have to 
try to clarify that. Was there ever in your mind, a ques­
tion of the rules of engagement in this particular operation 
with respect to the use of artillery, the use of gunships, 
and so forth, or air strikes .. Those three in particular, 
artillery, your helicopter gunships, and possible air strikes, 
which might have caused you to think about the rules of en­
gagement? I have documents which were put out by MACV, by 
the Americal Division, and also by your headquarters? 

A. We did not use air strikes on this operation. We 
had no air strikes supporting this operation. It had been 
planned, but I don't know if I canceled out or what the reason 
for it. There was no need for it, we had it on call. As 
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a r e s u l t  of t h e  20  k i l l e d ,  c i v i . l i a n s ,  a l though i t  was never  
Eirrned i n  my mind how many had b e e n  k i l l e d ,  a l though I had 
a r e p o r t  from Colonel BARKER of how many by gunships and how 
many by a r t i l l e r y .  I had,  from t h e  moment I a r r i v e d  i n  
Vie.tnam, stressed a t  eve r?  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of  
t r y i n g  t o  win t h e s e  people  ove r  t o  o u r  s i d e  and s h o o t i n g  
t h e m  up t h e  n e x t  few minutes .  Within t h e  f i r s t  week I w a s  
t h e r e  I was a l r e a d y  i n  a lmost  combat w i th  t h e  b r igade  comman- 
d c r  ove r  c o n t r o l l i n g  f i r e s .  I c i t e d  t h i s  a t  t h e  commanders' 
meeting f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks as what I cons ide red  an example of 
l a c k  of  c o n t r o l  by t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders i n  t h e  use of t h e s e  
gunships .  
them t o  o p e r a t e  and n o t  t o  t a k e  o f f  hun t ing ,  so  t o  speak .  That  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e s  anyt ime-- there  was no au thou i ty - - a t  t h i s  
t i m e  t h e r e  was no a r t i l l e r y  landed on t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a l though  I 
had r e p o r t s  t h a t  some a r t i l l e r y  amy have landed  on t h e  vil lage.  
But Colonel  LUPER i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h i s  and a s s u r e d  m e  t h a t  no 
a r t i l l e r y  landed  on t h e  edge of t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  which Colonel  
BARKER l a t e r  acknowledged t h a t  it had n o t ,  t h a t  he had seen 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  s t a r t i n g  i n  he had claimed he  had been  l e f t  
t o  p i c k  up t h e  s h i p s  coming i n  f o r  t h e  CA and when he  arrived 
f o r  t h e  CA and went i n  t o  mark t h e  LZ he  had r e a l l y  for  a moment 
o r ' t w o  o r  f o r  a minute  pe rhaps ,  had l o s t  s i g h t  of  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
rounds,  b u t  he  thought  he  saw a b u i l d i n g  o r  two b u r n i n g  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  which l e d  him t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  had 
perhaps h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
t h i s .  But t h e  a r t i l l e r y  commander, bo th  t h e  b a t t e r y  commander, 
who had v i s u a l  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  c la imed t h a t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  t r u e ,  
. t h a t  a l l  of  h i s  rounds impacted w i t h i n  t h e  LZ which w a s  several  
meters away. I d i d  stress f o r  none of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders 
t o  b r i n g  any scheme o f  maneuver o r  p l a n s  t h a t  would b r i n g  t h i s  
a r t i l l e r y  i n  close t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  
damn v i l l a g e ,  keep  o f f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
d i d  come o u t ,  s i r .  

When w e  went i n t o  a:reas t h e y  ope ra t ed  where we to ld  

B u t  he could  n o t  l a t e r  s u b s t a n t i a t e  

That  we'd l a n d  away from t h e  
Y e s ,  I believe t h a t  t h i s  

Q. To your  knowledge, d i d  t h e y  u s e  any w h i t e  phos- 
phorus i n  t h e  p rep?  

A. No, s i r .  They d i d  n o t .  There w a s  none p l anned  to  
b e  used. There was no reason f o r  u s i n g  it since it was i n  t h e  
rice paddy area. 

Q.  It w a s  a l l  HE then?  

A. Yes, sir.  

10: 
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a result of the 20 killed, civilians, although it was never 
firmed in my mind how many had been killed, although I had 
a report from Colonel BARKER of' hO\, many by gunships and how 
many by artillery. I had, from the moment I arrived in 
Vietnam, stressed at every opportunity the difficulty of 
trying to win these people over to our side and shooting 
them up the next few minutes. \~i thin the first week I was 
there I was already in almost combat with the brigade comman-
der over controlling fires. I cited this at the commanders' 
meeting for several weeks as what I considered an example of 
lack of control by the battalion commanders in the use of these 
gunships. When we went into areas they operated where we told 
them to operate and not to take off hunting, so to speak. That 
the artillery fires anytime--there was no authouity--at this 
time there was no artillery landed on the village, although I 
had reports that some artillery amy have landed on the village. 
But Colonel LUPER investigated this and assured me that no 
artillery landed on the edge of that village, which Colonel 
BARKER later acknowledged that it had not, that he had seen 
the artillery fire starting in he had claimed he had been left 
to pick up the ships coming in for the CA and when he arrived 
for the CA and went in to mark the LZ he had really for a moment 
or two or for a minute perhaps, had lost sight of the artillery 
rounds, but he thought he saw a building or two burning in 
the village which led him to believe that the artillery had 
perhaps hit the village. But he could not later substantiate 
this. But the artillery commander, both the battery commander, 
who had visual observation, claimed that this was not true, 
that all of his rounds impacted wi-thin the LZ which was several 
meters away. I did stress for none of the battalion commanders 
to bring any scheme of maneuver or plans that would bring this 
artillery in close to the villages. That we'd land away from the 
damn village, keep off the village. Yes, I believe that this 
did come out, sir. 

Q. To your knowledge, did they use any white phos-
phorus in the prep? 

A. No, sir. 
be used. There was 
rice paddy area. 

They did not. There was none planned to 
no reason for using it since it was in the 

Q. It was all HE then? 

A. Yes, sir. 

10: I would like to take just about 5 minute recess. 
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(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1 7 4 2  h o u r s ,  2 
December 1 9 6 9 . )  

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 7 4 7  h o u r s ,  2 
December 1 9 6 9 . )  

10: T h i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  persons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
r e c e s s e d  are a g a i n  p r e s e n t .  

10: Do you, Colonel  WILSON o r  Col.one1 MILLER, have any 
a d d i t i o n a l  comments t h a t  you would like t o  a d d r e s s  t o  Colonei  
N E N D E  RS ON? 

COL MILLER: I have no th ing  f u r t h e r .  

COL WILSON: N o ,  s i r .  

10: C o l o n e l  HENDERSON, do you have any th ing  you would 
l i k e  t o  add? 

A. Y e s ,  sir ,  I have a few comments which I would 
l i k e  t o  add which may n o t  appear  t o  b e  e x a c t l y  p e r t i n e n t ,  

1y -A b u t  I f e e l  t hey  shou ld  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd .  
01 Following T e t  i n  1 9 6 8  t h e r e  was an i n c r e a s e  i n  U . S .  o p e r a t i o n s  
'54 th roughout  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n c r e a s e .  But 

t h e r e  w a s  no o r d e r  t o  change tac t ics  o r  t echn iques  as fa r  as 
d e s t r u c t i o n  o r  anyth ing .  
o f f e n s i v e  and w e  went ahout  i t  h a r d e r .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
w a s  any increase o f  u n s o l d i e r l y  acts d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
a t  t h a t  t i m e  and have always been concerned about  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
f i r i n g .  
commanders w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h i s .  And I d o n ' t  s ay  t h i s  i n  defense .  
I f e e l  s t r o n g l y  connected w i t h  t h e  11 th  L igh t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade, 
hav ing  a c t i v a t e d  t h a t  u n i t  and hav ing  s e r v e d  w i t h  it i n  combat. 
All t h e s e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders and u n i t  commanders w i l l  s u p p o r t  
t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  and p o l i c i e s  t h a t  w e  have  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  towards 
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g .  During t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I p e r s o n a l l y  
d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  any new ev idence  had come t o  l i g h t  even w i t h  
t h i s  VC propaganda message. 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  it w a s  mine, and mine a l o n e ,  and I s h o u l d e r  
t h e  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h a t .  And I do  n o t  care t o  s h a r e  
t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h  anybody else.  

-I. 

This  was merely a reaction t o  t h e  T e t  

I w a s  

I b e l i e v e  any one of my b a t t a l i o n  commanders and company 

I f  t h e r e  was a shortcoming i n  t h e  

That  i s  my d e c i s i o n  
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(The hearing recessed at 1742 hours, 2 
December 1969.) 

(The hearing reconvened at 1747 hours, 2 
December 1969.) 

10: This hearing will come to order. 

RCDR: All persons who were present when the hearing 
recessed are again present. 

10: Do you, Colonel WILSON or Colonel MILLER, have any 
additional comments that you would like to address to Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

COL MILLER: I have nothing further. 

COL \~ILSON: No, sir. 

10: Colonel HENDERSON, do you have anything you would 
like to add? 

A. Yes, sir, I have a few comments which I would 
like to add which may not appear to be exactly pertinent, 
but I feel they should be entered into the record. 
Following Tet in 1968 there was an increase in U.S. operations 
throughout the Americal Division, considerable increase. But 
there was no order to change tactics or techniques as far as 
destruction or anything. This was merely a reaction to the Tet 
offensive and we went about it harder. I don't believe there 
was any increase of unsoldierly acts during this period. I was 
at that time and have always been concerned about indiscriminate 
firing. I believe anyone of my battalion commanders and company 
commanders will support this. And I don't say this in defense. 
I feel strongly connected with the 11th Light Infantry Brigade, 
having activated that unit and having served with it in combat. 
All these battalion commanders and unit commanders will support 
these positions and policies that we have in the brigade towards 
indiscriminate firing. During this investigation, I personally 
did not consider any new evidence had come to light even with 
this VC propaganda message. If there was a shortcoming in the 
investigation, it was mine, and mine alone, and I shoulder 
the full responsibility for that. And I do not care to share 
that responsibility with anybody else. That is my decision 
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as t h e  b r i g a d e  commander. The f a c t  t h a t  I had assumed com- 
mand of  t h a t  b r i g a d e  on 1 5  March, one day b e f o r e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
happened, i s  also immate r i a l .  When I accepted  t h e  f l a g  of  t h a t  
b r iqade  I accepted  n o t  only t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of commanding i t ,  b u t  
also t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of commanding i t .  I f u r t h e r  acknowledge 
f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  a c t s  of t h a t  b r i g a d e  fo l lowing  
my assumption o f  command. I at no t i m e  t r e a t e d  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
l i g h t l y .  I do admit t h a t  I had many t h i n g s  going on i n  the 
b r igade  t h a t  were competing € o r  my t i m e ,  many o p e r a t i o n s ,  n o t  
only i n  my pr imary a r e a  of  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  I also had f o u r  
S p e c i a l  Forces  camps which r e q u i r e d  p e r i o d i c  v i s i t s  by m e  and 
the p r e p a r a t i o n  of p l a n s  f o r  going t o  t h e i r  re l ief  s h o u l d  it 
be needed and also, t h e  execut lon-- the r e h e a r s a l  of  t h e s e  p l a n s  
which were i n  themselves  t i m e  consuming. I do n o t  want t o  
g i v e  t h e  impress ion  h e r e  t h a t  I sloughed o f f  this i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
o r  the f a c t s  a l l e g i n g  t o  i t ,  a l though perhaps  i f  I h a d  m o r e  
t i m e  I would h a v e ,  a g a i n  i f  I had an e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  I might 
have s a i d ,  "go down and conduct i t , "  r a t h e r  t han  I conduct  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t  may b e ,  more l i g h t  could  have been 
shed;  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  so. I have a g r e a t  amount of  conf idence  
i n ,  and always have i n  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BARKER, Captain MEDINA, 
and t h e  s o l d i e r s  w i t h  whom I have s e r v e d ;  and I believe i n  
them. I ' m  n o t  naive,  I ' v e  been  i n  the Army over 30 y e a r s ,  
and I t a l k e d  w i t h  s o l d i e r s  on many o c c a s i o n s .  I know when 
you get  them i n  a group t h a t  you g e t  the group r e a c t i o n .  
I s i n g l e d  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o u t  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  1 had hoped t o  
b reak  .this group c o n t a c t .  These s o l d i e r s  s t o o d  t a l l .  There 
w a s  no  bending  of heads ;  t h e r e  was no impress ion  t h a t  h e r e  
w a s  a a roun  of  men who had j u s t  been  invo lved  i n  a massacre 

When 
m -9- 1 
'%- I 

or any>kind  of  a t r o c i t y ,  an2 I: s t i l l  do s w e a r  by my s o l d i e r s .  
Although d u r i n g  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I have i n d i c a t e d  on many 
o c c a s i o n s  t h a t  I have n o t  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i t h  Genera l  KOSTER. 
This  i s  n o t  a cr i t ic ism of Genera l  KOSTER, b u t  I found it ex t r eme ly  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  t a l k  t o  Genera l  KOSTER. 
come i n t o  my area,  t h e  p o l i c y  was the b r i g a d e  commander would 
conduct  h i s  government b u s i n e s s .  H e  con t inued  conduct ing  t h e  
government b u s i n e s s .  I f  General  KOSTER d e s i r e d  t o  speak  w i t h  
t h e  b r i g a d e  commander p e r s o n a l l y  he would so n o t i f y  h i m  and 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  would ca l l  f o r  m e .  Otherwise, I w a s  t o  ignore  
h i s  p re sence  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  area. 
q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  and w i t h i n  eve ry  2 or  3 d a y s ,  as a minimum, 
sometimes,  day a f t e r  day ,  h e  would be  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  area, 
normally s t o p p i n g  a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  C P ' s  and t a l k i n g  t o  ba t ta l ion  

Normally when he would 

H e  came i n t o  the b r i g a d e  area 
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as the brigade cowmander. The fact that I had assumed com-
mand of that brigade on 15 !-larch, one day before this incident 
happened, is also immaterial. Hhen I accepted the flag of that 
brigade I accepted not only the privilege of commanding it, but 
also the responsibility of commanding it. r further acknowledge 
full responsibility for the acts of that brigade following 
my assumption of command. I at no time treated this incident 
lightly. I do admit that I had many things going on in the 
brigade that were competing for my time, many operations, not 
only in my primary area of responsibility, but I also had four 
Special Forces camps which required periodic visits by me and 
the preparation of plans ,for going to their relief should it 
be needed and also, the execution--the rehearsal of these plans 
which were in themselves time consuming. I do not want to 
give the impression here that I sloughed off tl~is investigation, 
or the facts alleging to it, although perhaps if I had more 
time I would have, again if I had an executive officer, I might 
have said, "go down and conduct it," rather than I conduct 
this investigation. It may be, more light could have been 
shed; I do not believe so. I have a great amount of confidence 
in, and always have in Lieutenant Colonel BARKER, Captain MEDINA, 
and the soldiers with whom I have served; and I believe in 
them. I'm not naive, I've been in the Army over 30 years, 
and I talked with soldiers on many occasions. I know when 
you get them in a group that you get the group reaction. When 
I singled these individuals out individually, I had hoped to 
break this group contact. These soldiers stood tall. There 
was no bending of heads; there was no impression that here 
was a group of men who had just been involved in a massacre 
or any kind of atrocity, and I still do swear by my soldiers. 
Although during this investigation I have indicated on many 
occasions that I have not discussed this with General KOSTER. 
This is not a criticism of General KOSTER, but I found it extremely 
difficult to talk to General KOSTER. Normally when he would 
come into my area, the policy was the brigade commander would 
conduct his government business. He continued conducting the 
government business. If General KOSTER desired to speak with 
the brigade commander personally he would so notify him and 
headquarters would call for me. Otherwise, I was to ignore 
his presence in the brigade area. He came into the brigade area 
quite frequently and within every 2 or 3 days, as a minimum, 
sometimes, day after day, he would be in the brigade area, 
normally stopping at the battalion Cp's and talking to battalion 
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commanders o r  t o  s t a f f  o f f i c t ? r s  who w e r e  p r e s e n t .  The b a t t a l i o n  
commanders were en jo ined  n o t  t o  t a k e  o f f  from an o p e r a t i o n  when 
t h e y  were needed and go t.o t h a t  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  b u t  I spoke  
almost  on a d a i l y  b a s i s  with General. Y O U N G .  A s  f a r  as I ' m  con- 
ce rned ,  w h e t h e r  t h i s  was a p o l i c y  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  whether  
i t  i s  merely my assumption t h a t  when I spoke t o  General  YOUNG 
i t  was t h e  same as speak]-ng t o  t h e  d i -v i s ion  commander, t h i s  
w a s  an unde r s t and ing ,  a t  least  I though t  I had.  Perhaps I 
was i n c o r r e c t  on t h i s .  1: f i n d  i t  very e a s y  t o  speak wi th  General  
YOUNG and t o  t a l k  w i t h  G t i n e r a l  YOUNG.  Throughout t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  
o r  any new i n s i g h . t s  i n t o  t h i s ,  i n c i d e n t ,  I r e l a t e d  f u l l y  t o  
General  YOUNG. I d o n ' t  mean h e r e  t h a t  I want t o  p u t  any of  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  over  on him. This  a g a i n  i s  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
I t  was a l so  dur ing  t h e  month of March, which I b e l i e v e  s h o u l d  
be known, t h e  b r i g a d e  s t a r t e d  i t s  i n f u s i o n  program. I s a y  
t h i s  because  I r e a d  r epo : r t s  i n  t h e  newspapers where i n d i v i d u a l s  
c la imed t h a t  t hey  had been immediately t r a n s f e r r e d  o u t  o f  t h e  
company so  they  c o u l d n ' t  speak .  We s t a r t e d  t h e  b r i g a d e  i n f u s i o n  
program which was a d i v i s i o n  d i r e c t e d  exerc ise ,  by name. The 
b r i g a d e  had very l i t t l e  c o n t r o l  ove r  i t ,  t o  t r y  t o  reduce  t h e  
impact of n o t  o n l y  t h e  fo l lowing  December, November, December, 
when w e  s t a r t e d  r o t a t i n g  back t o  CONUS, b u t  a l so  t h e  o t h e r  
b r i g a d e s  t h e r e  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
t o  g e t  t h e  r i g h t  numbers of people  i n  v a r i o u s  u n i t s  so t h a t  
t h e  e n t i r e  u n i t  was n o t  wiped o u t  by t h i s  r o t a t i o n .  Th i s  s t a r t e d  
i n  March. R&R s t a r t e d  i n  March a l though  i t  h i t  u s  very  l i g h t l y  
and i t  had no impact  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  The f a c t  
t h a t  I w a s  hobb l ing  around a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  p o s s i b l y  
d e t r a c t e d  my d i v i n g  i n t o  t h i s  more t h a n  I d i d ,  b u t  a g a i n  t h a t  
i s  s t r i c t l y  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

And t h e y  had b i g  job of t r y i n g  

That  i s  a l l  I have  t o  .say.  

Q. Was General  YOUNG t h e  on ly  ADC? 

A. No, s i r .  H e  was not  t h e  o n l y  ADC. 

Q. 
you c a l l  him t h e  maneuver ADC? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  He was t h e  maneuver one t o  whom I was 
d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  and who f i l l e d  o u t  my f i t n e s s  
r e p o r t .  
though c e r t a i n l y  I d i d  n o t  look  t o  Genera l  KOSTER i n  any o t h e r  
way e i t h e r .  I d i d  n o t  know Genera l  
YOUNG b e f o r e  I j o i n e d  t h e  br igade- -before  I deployed t o  Vietnam. 

How d i d  you know General  YOUNG as h i s  t i t l e ?  Did 

So I looked t o  him as my immediate commander, al-  

He w a s  a l s o  my commander. 
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cOllUl1ande rs or to staff office r s \~ho were present. Th e battalion 
cOllUl1and e rs were enjoined not to t ake off from a n operation when 
they we re needed and go t o that h e adquarters, but r spoke 
almost on a daily b a s is with General YOUNG, As far as I'm con­
cerne d, whether this was a policy o f the di v i s i o n or whe the r 
it i s me rely my a ssumption that when I spoke to General YOUNG 
it was the same as speaking to the division commander this 
was an understanding, at least I thought I had. perh~ps I 
was incorrect on this. I find it ve ry easy to speak with General 
YOUNG and to talk with Ge neral YOUNG. Throughout this incident, 
or any n ew insights into this , incide nt, I r e late d fully to 
General YOUNG. I don 't mean here that I want to put any of 
the re sponsibility over on him. This a gain i s my responsibility. 
It was also during t he month o f March, which I believe should 
b e known, the brigade started its infusion program. I say 
this because I r e ad r eports in the newspape r s where individuals 
claimed that they had been immediately t,ransferred out of the 
compa n y so they COUldn 't speak. We started the brigade infusion 
program which was a divis ion directe d pxercise, by name. The 
brigade had very little control over it, to try to reduce the 
impact of not only the following December, November, De c e mber, 
when we started rotating back to CONUS, but also the other 
brigades there in the division. And they had big job of trying 
to get the right numbers of people in various units so that 
the e ntire unit was not wiped out by this rotation. This started 
in March. R&R started in March although it hit us very lightly 
and it had no impact on this particular incide nt. The fact 
that I was hobbling around a t this particular time possibly 
de tracted my diving into this more than I did, but again that 
is strictly my r esponsibility. That is all I have to ,say. 

Q. Was General YOUNG the only ADC? 

A. No, sir. He was not the only ADC. 

Q. How did you know General YOUNG as his title? Did 
you call him the mancuv(~ r ADC? 

A. Yes, sir. He was the maneuver one to whom I was 
directly responsible to and who filled out my fitness 
report. So I looked to him as my immediate commander, al­
though c e rtainly I did not look to General ~OSTER in any other 
way either. He was also my commander. I dl.d not know Ge~eral 
YOUNG before I joined the brigade--before I deployed to Vl.etnam. 
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Q. Would i t  be n o r m 1  i f  t h e  o t h e r  ADC be what 
might be r e f e r r e d  t o  as ADC fo r  l o g i s t i c s  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
g e n e r a l l y  t a k i n g  care of your  base  a r e a  i n  Chu Lai?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was t h e  o rgan iza t ion - - I  cannot  even 
t h i n k  of t h e  o t h e r  A D C ' s  name t h a t  was p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
t i m e .  I am n o t  c e r t a i n  t h e r e  was one. I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  
g e n e r a l  l a t e r  became t h e  G1 of USARPAC. I t  seems t o  m e  he  
depa r t ed  j u s t  abou t  t h i s  t ime b e f o r e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  occur red ,  
and I'm n o t  s u r e  a n o t h e r  one had come up. General  MATHESON, 
I b e l i e v e .  I cou ld  be wrong. 

Q .  General  RYDER-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  General  RYDER, y e s ,  s ir .  

Q .  
p e r i o d ?  

A.  H e  was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  b u t  he  d e p a r t e d  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  b e f o r e  I assumed command, and I a m  n o t  c e r t a i n  
a n o t h e r  g e n e r a l  came i n  b e f o r e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  k icked  o f f ,  o r  
b e f o r e  I assumed command, b u t  General  YOUNG was my immediate 
b o s s ,  he  was my r a t i n g  o f f i c e r .  

Q. Before  you leave t h e  Washington area, I want a 
s k e t c h  of what w e  have p r e v i o u s l y  asked and a l s o  I would 
l i k e  t o  inform you t h a t  perhaps  a t  a la ter  d a t e  w e  w i l l  want 
you t o  r eappea r  b e f o r e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  which e v e n t  w e  
w i l l  get i n  touch w i t h  you. 

A. V e r y  w e l l ,  s i r .  

10: Thank you ve ry  much. 

Was h e  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  du r ing  t h a t  t i m e  

(The h e a r i n g  recessed a t  1809 hours ,  2 December 
1969.1 

(On 3 December 1 9 6 9 ,  Colonel HENDERSON annotated 
a copy of E x h i b i t  MAP-4 and p repa red  an accompanying t h r e e -  
page i t i n e r a r y  on h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  on 1 6  and 1 7  March 1 9 6 8  which 
was keyed t o  t h e  a n n o t a t e d  map. 
r e c e i v e d  i n t o  ev idence  as E x h i b i t  MAP-7.) 

(HENDERSON) 1 1 4  APP T-1 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

The map w i t h  a t t achmen t  was 

FO R OFFI CIAL USE ONLY 

Q. Would it be norl:lal i f the o the r ADC be what 
might b e r e f e rred t o a s ADC for logisti c s and admini s tration 
ge ne r a lly taking care o f yo ur b ase a re a in Chu Lai? ' 

A. I b e lieve that was t he organization--I canno t even 
think o f the other ADC' s n ame that was present at this particular 
time . I am not certain t he r e was one. It s eems to me that the 
ge ne ral late r be came the Gl of USARPAC. It see ms to me h e 
dep a rted jus t about thi s time be fore this incide nt occurred, 
and r' m not sure another one had come up. Ge n e ral Ml\THESON, 
I be l ieve . I could be wrong. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
p e riod? 

Ge neral RYDER--

(Interposing) General RYDER, yes, sir. 

Was he assigned to the division during that time 

A. He was assigned to the division, but he departed 
the division be fore I assumed command, and I am not certain 
anothe r gene ral came in before this operation kicked off, or 
b e fore I as s umed command, but Ge neral YOUNG was my immediate 
bos s, h e was my rating office r. 

Q. Be fore you leave the Washington area, I want a 
ske tch of what we have previous l y asked and also I would 
like to inform y ou that p e rhaps at a later date we will want 
y ou to reappe ar before the inves tigation in which event we 
will get in touch ,.,i th you. 

A. Very well, sir. 

10: Thank you very much. 

(The hearing recessed at 1809 hours, 2 December 
1969. J 

(On 3 December 1969, Colonel HENDERSON annotated 
a copy of Exhibit MAP-4 and prepared an accompanying three­
page itinerary on his activities on 16 and 17 March 1968 which 
was keyed to the annotated map. The map with attachment was 
received into evidence as Exhibit MAP-7.) 
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