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RY OF ' TESTIMONY 

. ,  , . DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 December 1969 

PLACE"OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: Robert T. Allen, lLT, QMC, requested 
counsel, stationed at Fort Carson, Colorado 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: S2 Task Force Barker 

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 
. .  

~ 

. .  

. ,  , 
i 
! a. . Intelliqence briefinq. 

The witness in his position as the S2 off the 

The'briefing was given to the commanders and other 
task force; gave the preoperational intelligence briefing 
(pg. 3 ) .  
personnel from the task force (pq..~4).~.,- ~-5ieutepaW JOHNSON 
from the M I  Detachment was also present (pg. 4) .:  the 
information that was given out was .that the area of operation 
had been extended to include' the.My Lai area; that the 48th 
Local Force Battalion was operating there; that their 
headquarters was probably in',My Lai (4); that it consisted 
of the headquarters: plus two companies, over 200 men; that . .  

. .  .. . ,  
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SUMMARY OP' TESTIMONY 

PLA.CEOF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

".'" . 

COUNSEL: Robert T. Allen, lLT, QMC, requested military 
counsel, stationed at Fort Carson, Colorado 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: 82 Task Force Barker 

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

Captain KOTOUC testified that when he arrived at the 
Americal Division he received an 0 . n 
the t . 
seen'the first two, but could not recall the latter; . 
although, he was familiar with the material it covered 

. (pg,s):'S4" 55). He considered the training givem·tl'\~·, 
troQPs;·,.?h thE! handling of prisoners to be suffi¢ient:(pg. 55) 
an.;tfurther noted that the treatment given PW'sby U.S. 
forc~s was gerierally good (pg. 56). He was no t fami liar' 
with'MACV Directive 20-4 and did not believe that he had 
eYj!fseen it at Task Porce Barker or at the brigade Jpg. 56). 

,",J. p ~ ••• 

PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a •. ,Intelligence briefing. 

The witness in his position as the S2 of the 
task force, gave the preoperational intelligence briefJ,l;lg 
Ipg.3). The briefing was given to the commanders and other 
personnel from. the task. force (pg .... A L,..Lieutenaillt JOHNSON 
from the MI Detachment was also present-(pg. 4). ThE! 
information that was given out was .that the area of operation 
had been extended to include the My Lai area; that the 48th 
Local Force Battalion was operating there; that their 
headquarters was probably in My Lai (4); that it consisted 
of the )leadquarters, plustwQ companies, over 200 men; that 
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b. Civilian situation. 

The intelligence gathered indicated that the 
civilians would leave the area to go to market 
0700 and that few, if any, should be in the are 
The witness did not recall from where the intelligence, 
that the civilians would be out of the village came, 
specifically. It came primarily from his interrogations 
and other information which he and Lieutenant olonel BARKER 
had received (pg. 6 2 ) .  According to the witness, 
consideration was given to the fact that some civilians 
would be remaining in the village (pg. 9). Defensive 
positions had been observed in the area (pg. 9). 

c. BARKER' s briefinq. 

(1) In his briefing on the evening of the 15th 
of March, BARKER told the commanders that he wanted the 
buildings knocked down, the hootches burned, and the 
defensive positions destroyed (pgs. 11, 4 9 ) .  
stated that he wanted the livestock killed or run off 
(pg. 12). 
an illegal order (pg. 12). BARKER did not say to pollute 
wells (pg. 12). 

( 2 )  BARKER'S orders did not apply to My Lai ( 4 1  
in particular, but to the area of the operation in general 
(pg. 12). The purpose of the operation was to trap the 
48th Local Force Battalion and there was no specific mention 
of civilians (pg. 15). The people in the area had in the 
past been told to leave the area and go to Quang Ngai City, 
and the plan during the operation was to move the civilians 
in the area down the road toward that city (pg. 19). BARKER 
had in the past told his men 

Further-, he 

The witness stated that he did not consider this 

to be cautious of 'civilians 
(Pg. 26)- ~- ~ -. 

( 3 )  Present at the briefing were Major CALHOUN, '~ 

the S3 sergeant, Captain VAZQUEZ,' the company commanders, 
and the witness (pg. 13). Further, the witness noted that 
the briefings at the task force were ..far f'rom formal, the 
task force being primarily "a one man show" (pgs. 10, 6 2 , 6 5 ) .  
There was no written operation order or intelligence analysis 
(pg. 10). 
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thei"'persohs Hving in the, areawereVC sympathizers, if'not 
VCr; that the mernPElrS of that batt,aHon were local personnel; 
~nd: that heavy resistance could be expected" especially , 
~n the area where C Company was going to operate (pgs.4-7). 

b. Civilian situation. 

The intelligence gathered indicated that the 
civilians would leave the area to go to market at around 
0700 and that few, if any, should be in the areac(pg. 8). 
The witness did not recall from where the intelligence, 
that the civilians would be out of the village came, 
specifically. It came primarily from his interrogations 
and other information which he and Lieutenant Colonel BARKER 
had received (pg. 62). According to the witnEis s , 
consideration was given to the fact that some civilians 
would be remaining in the village (pg. 9). Defensive 
positions had been observed in the area (pg. 9). 

c. BARKER's briefing. 

(1) In his briefing on the evening of the 15th 
of March, BARKER told the commanders that he wanted the 
buildings knocked down, the hootches burned, and the 
defensive positions destroyed (pgs. 11, 49). Further-, he 
stated that he wanted the livestock killed or run off 
(pg. 12). The witness stated that he did not consider this 
an illegal order (pg. 12). BARKER did not say to pollute 
wells (pg. 12). 

(2) BARKER's orders did not apply to My Lai (4) 
in particular, but to the area of the operation in general 
(pg. 12). The purpose of the operation was to trap the 
48th Local Force Battalion and there was no specific mention 
of civilians (pg. 15). The people in the area had in the 
past been told to leave the area and go to Quang Ngai City, 
and the plan during the operation was to move the civilians 
in the area down the road toward that city (pg. 19). BARKER 
had in the past told his men to be cautious of civilians 
(pg.26). 

(3) Present at the briefing were Major CALHOUN, 
the 53 sergeant, Captain VAZQUEZ,' the company commanders, 
and the witness (pg; 13). Further, the witness noted that 
the briefings at the tal>k force were,fa,r from formal, the 
task force being primarily "a one ma,n sho~" (pgs. 10, 62,65). 
There was no written operation order or intelligence analysis 
(pg. 10). 
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d. MEDINA's briefinq. 

The witness was present when MEDINA instructed 
the men of C Company of the operation on the prior evening 
(pg. 4 9 ) .  Primarily he relayed the.matters stated by 
BARKER (pg. 5 0 ) .  He told his men that.the.civi1ians would 
probably be Out of the area. He then reminded them of 
what they had been through in the recent past, the booby 
traps and mine fields, and told them that they would be in 
some straight combat with the enemy (pg. 51). The witness 
opinioned that it was possible that MEDINA's men were so 
worked up that they might kill anything in sight, thinking 
that no civilians were in the area (pg. 51). The implication 
in the briefing was that the village in which they would 
operate would be vacant. Although MEDINA did mention that 
the Rules of Land Warfare existed, he did not mention 
civilians. The witness suggested that it probably never 
occurred to him (pg. 52). 

e. The artillery preparation. 

The artillery preparatory fire was to be on My Lai 
( 4 )  and was to continue for four minutes. 
approximately 100 rounds of 105 mrh fire within that time 
frame (pg. 8). In answer to questions on the propriety 
of this action, the witness stated that although there was 
a chance that some civilians would be in the area, it was 
better to fire the preparatory fire and hope to kill 
elements of the 48th Battalion than take the risk of losing 
a large number of American lives (pg. 52). There was no 
intent to fire on noncombatants with this artillery barrage 
(pg. 52). Consideration was given to the fact that some 
may have remained (pg. 9). 

There would be 

3 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. The. landinq. 

The landing zone was some 500 to 1000 meters south- 
west of My Lai ( 4 )  (pg. 21). The witness was not surer 
but thinks, that the landing was being screened by helicopter 
gunships (pg:21). The witness was in the task force .. 
operations' center monitoring the radios during this tlme. 
At first he heard that the landing zone was "cold" but later, 
fire was apparently received by the troops (pg. 21). There 
was a report that some civilians were seen running out of 
the hammlet to the north (pg. 22). A report was heard to 

. .  
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d. MEDINA's briefing. 

The witness was present when MEDINA instructed 
the men of C company of the operation on the prior evening 
(pg. 49). primarily he relayed the.matters stated by 

BARKER (pg. 50). He told his men that .the .. civilians would 
probably be out of the area. He then reminded them of 
what they had been through in the recent past, the booby 
traps and mine fields, and told them that they would be in 
some straight combat with the enemy (pg. 51). The witness 
opinioned that it was possible that MEDINA's men were $0 

worked up that they might kill anything in sight, thinking 
that no civilians were in the area (pg. 51). The implication 
in the briefing was that the village in which they would 
operate would be vacant. Although MEDINA did mention that 
the Rules of Land Warfare existed, he did not mention 
civilians. The witness suggested that it probably never 
occurred to him (pg. 52). 

e. The artillery preparation. 

The artillery preparatory fire was to be on My Lai 
(4) and was to continue for four minutes. There would be 
approximately 100 rounds of 105 rom fire within that time 
frame (pg. 8). In answer to questions on the propriety 
of this action, the witness stated that although there was 
a chance that some civilians would be in the area, it was 
better to fire the preparatory fire and hope to kill 
elements of the 48th Battalion than take the risk of losing 
a large number of American lives (pg. 52). There was no 
intent to fire on noncombatants with this artillery barrage 
(pg.52). Consideration was given to the fact that some 
may have remained (pg. 9). 

3. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. The· landing. 

The landing zone was some 500 to 1000 meters south­
west of My Lai (4) (pg. 21). The witness was not sure, 
but thinks, that the landing was being screened by helicopter 
gunships (pg. 21). The witness was in the task force .. 
operations' center monitoring the radios during this time. 
At first he heard that the landing zone was "cold" but later, 
fire was apparently received by the troops (pg. 21). There 
was a report that some civilians were seen running out of 
the hammlet to the north (pg. 22). A report was heard to 
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t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a person with  no  weapon was runniiig a c r o s s  
a road and was seeil beirlg mazhincgunned. The r e p o r t  was 
thought  t o  havf come frorn a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  f l y i n g  Overhead 
(pg. 2 5 ) .  Major CALHGUN, also moni tor ing  t h e  i a d i o . n e t s ,  g o t  
on t h e  r a d i o  and s t a t e d  t h a t  no c i v i l i a n s  were t o  be 
k i l l e d  and t h i s  o r d e r  was acknowledged (pg .  2 6 ) .  

b .  Reports  of t h e  d a y ' s  - a c t i o n  ga rne red  on t h a t  day ,  

There was a p re l imina ry  body coun t  r e c e i v e d  of ti9 
bod ie s .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l though t h i s  was q u i t e  
l a rge ,  he was n o t  o v e r l y  s u r p r i s e d ,  s i n c e  t h e y  expec ted  t o  
c a t c h  a l a r g e  number of VC unaware (pg.  2 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
w e n t  o u t  t h a t  afternoon and saw MEDINP. around 1 6 0 0 .  MEDINA 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  the hamlet had been p r e t t y  bad ly  t o r n  up by 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pg. 2 7 ) .  F u r t h e r ,  he had s e e n  25 t o  30 
bod ies  blown up (pg. 2 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  spoke t o  some of t h e  
t r o o p s  t h e r e  i n  conve r sa t ion .  and h e a r d  no th ing  o u t  of t h e  
o r d i n a r y  from them (pg. 2 9 ) .  

c. Order t o  r e t u r n  through t h e  hamlet  and i t s  
countermand. 

0 Capta in  MEDINA spoke t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  abou t  t h e  
o r d e r  he had r e c e i v e d  t o  r e t u r n  through My L a i  ( 4 )  and 
conduct  a n o t h e r  body count .  Th i s  o r d e r  had come from 
Colonel  HENDERSON (pg.  2 7 ) .  The o r d e r  was countermanded 
by General  KOSTER because of t h e  unnecessary  danger  
invo lved ,  and t h e  countermand was heeded u n q u e s t i o n i n g l y  
(pg.  2 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  was s u r e  t h a t  he had t h e  
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  involved  c o r r e c t l y  s t a t e d  (pg.  6 4 )  N o  one 
r e t u r n e d  through t h e  hamlet  (pg. 6 4 ) .  

d. I n t e r r o g a t i o n  of -pr i soners .  

The w i t n e s s '  pr imary purpose i n  go ing  o u t  t o  see 
MEDINA was t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  p r i s o n e r s  on t h e  immediate 
t ac t i ca l  s i t u a t i o n  ( p g s .  2 9 ,  3 4 ) .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  he  had 
hea rd  no r e p o r t  from MEDINA of h i s  q u e s t i o n i n g  of an 
e l d e r l y  Vietnamese man (pg. 2 6 ) .  The p r i s o n e r s  were b e i n g  
c o n t r o l l e d  by one of M E D I N A ' s  men and some N a t i o n a l  Pol ice  
(pg. 3 0 ) .  H e  a lso r e c a l l e d  t h e  Nat iona l  Pol ice  s h o o t i n g  one 
o r  two p r i s o n e r s ,  a l t hough  he cou ld  n o t  s t a t e  f o r  cer ta in  t h a t  
t h e y  were k i l l e d  (pgs ,  31 ,  3 2 ,  6 4 ) .  H e  r e l a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA 
w a s  q u i t e  u p s e t  by  t h i s  and s t a t e d  he  wanted no more of t h a t  
k i n d  of ac t  (pg. 3 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  
was r e p o r t e d  (pg. 31), and r e c a l l e d  t e l l i n g  his 
commander a b o u t  i.t (pg.  3 2 ) .  H e  noted t h a t  t h e  0 
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the effect thut a person \'lith no weupon was runnirig ucross 
a road and was seen beirlg mnchincgunned. The report was 
thought to have come from a helicopter pilot flying overhead 
(pg. 25). Major CALHOUN, also monitoring the ~adionets, got 
on the radio and stuted that no civilians were to be 
killed and this order was acknowledged Ipg. 26). 

b. Reports of the day's action garnered on that day. 

There was a preliminary body count received of 69 
bodies. The witness stated that although this was quite 
large, he was not overly surprised, since they expected to 
catch a large number of '1C unaware (pg. 24). The witness 
went out that afternoon and saw 11EDINl'. around 1600. ~1EDINA 

reported that the hamlet had been pretty badly torn up by 
artillery fire Ipg. 27). Further, he had seen 25 to 30 
bodies blown up Ipg. 29). The witness spoke to some of the 
troops there in conversation. and heard nothing out of the 
ordinary from them (pg. 29). 

c. Order to return through the hamlet and its 
countermand. 

Captain l-umINA spoke to the witness about the 
order he had received to return through My Lai (4) and 
conduct another body count. 1'his order had come from 
Colonel HENDERSON Ipg. 27). The order was countermanded 
by General KOSTER because of the unnecessary danger 
involved, and the countermand was heeded unquestioningly 
(pg. 28). The witness \,Ias sure that he had the 
personalities involved correctly stated (pg. 64). No one 
returned through the hamlet (pg. 64). 

d. Interrogation of Erisoners. 

The witness' primary purpose in going out to see 
MEDINA was to interrogate prisoners on the immediate 
tactical situation (pgs. 29, 34). He noted that he had 
heard no report from MEDINA of his questioning of an 
elderly Vietnamese man (pg. 26). The prisoners were being 
controlled by one of MEDINA's men and some National police 
(pg. 30). He also recalled the National Police shooting one 
or two prisoners, although he could not state for certain that 
they were killed (pgs. 31, 32, 64). He related that MEDINA 
was quite upset by this and stated he wanted no more of that 
kind of act (pg. 31). The witness believed that that incident 
was reported (pg. 31), and recalled telling his 
commander about it (pg. 32). He noted that the 
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. atrocious' behavior 
,45-47).~:·He did state 

keeping:: the . My Lai operati'~n:;.)i!nd<3r.:w:r!l11s,'., 

witness .was not .. familiar 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened 
December 1 9 6 9 . )  

10: The  h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, . .  COL MILLER, COL WIL 
COL FRANKLIN,  and MAJ L Y N N .  

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Capt 

(CPT KOTOUC was cal led a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

Cap ta in  XOTOUC, are you r e p r e s e n t e d  by counse l?  

Y e s ,  s i r .  ' ~ 

A. 

RCDR: W i l l  counse l  p l e a s e  s t a t e  h i s  name and addres s  
for t h e  record? 

I C :  L i e u t e n a n t  Ronald T.  ALLEN, Headquar te rs ,  Troop 
Command, For t  Carson, Color'ado. i, 

RCDR: W i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  your  name, g rade ,  Social 
S e c u r i t y  .number, and o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  

WIT : Capta in  Eugene M. KOTOUC, Headquar t e r s ,  Troop 
Command, F o r t  Carson,  Colorado. 

I0 : C a p t a i n  KOTOUC, b e f o r e  w e  p roceed  w i t h  any 
q u e s t i o n s ,  I s h a l l  in form you of several matters. 

T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by the  
S e c r e t a r y  of the  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  Uni ted  
S t a t e s  Army f o r  t he  purpose  of d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  facts  and 
making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concern ing:  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequen t  rev iews  and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  c h a i n  of command of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
as t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ,  and 

i n f o r m a t i o n  by any pe r son  who had t h e  d u t y  t o  report  and 
t o  f u r n i s h  i n f o r m a t i o n  conce rn ing  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  s u p p r e s s i o n  or  w i t h h o l d i n g  of 
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(The hearing reconvened atl02a hours, 6 
December 1969.) .' , . ..·;",.,.;;i·:'l\:";;~;'"::';"";':~I.;F" 

10: The hearing will come to order. 

RCDR: The following named persons are 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR ~lACCPATE, I'm WALSH, COL 
COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN. . 

present: LTG'~< 
MILLER, COL WILSON, 

>::h-i->, 

The next witness is Captain Eugene M. KOTOVC. 

(CPT KOTOUC was called as a witness, was swOrn, 
and testified as follows:) 

Captain KOTOUC, are you represented by counsel? 

A. Yes, sir. 

RCDR: Will counsel please state his name and address 
for the record:: 

IC: Lieutenant Ronald T. ALLEN, Headquarters, Troop 
Command, Fort Carson, Color'ado. 

RCDR: Will you please state your name, grade, Social 
Security 'number, and organization? 

WIT: Captain Eugene M. KOTOUC, Headquarters, Troop 
Command, Fort Carson, Colorado. 

10: Captain KOTOUC, before we proceed with any 
questions, I shall inform you of several matters. 

This investigation was directed jointly by the 
Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff, united 
States Army for the purpose of determining the facts and 
making findings and recommendations concerning: 

(1) the adequacy of prior investigations and 
inquiries into and subsequent reviews and reports within 
the chain of command of what is now commonly referred to 
as the My Lai incident of 16 March 1968, and 

(2j possible suppression or withholding of 
information by any person who had the duty to report and 
to furnish information concerning this incident • 
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a t  MY Lai . . , ,  ' I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  those  s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e s - h h i c  
I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  o b t a i n e d  from o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  MY L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 

'I Your tes t imony wcll be  t a k e n  under  o a t h  and a 
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This investigation is 
investigate all the facts or circumstances of what 
at My Lai., .. It is directed at those specific purposes 
I have just stated. 

I have had made available to me and have reviewed 
prior official statements obtained from other official in­
vestigations of the My Lai incident. 

Your testimony will be taken under oath and a 
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verba t im  t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared .  A t 
b e i n g  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  ve rba t im  n o t  
by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i  
w i l l  be  conf id -en t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t 
p a r t s  of it, w i l l '  a t  a L a t e r  d a t e ,  become a matter of p u b l i c  
know ledge .  

You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  peop le  
i n  t h i s  room who w i l l  o r  may ask you q u e s t i o n s .  These 
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a s i d e  from Mr. MACCRATE and Mr. WALSH, are 
my a s s i s t a n t s  and they  are a u t h o r i z e d  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s  
i n  my b e h a l f .  M r .  WALSI-I and Mr. MACCRATE are s e r v i n g  as 
c i v i l i a n  l e g a l  c o u n s e l o r s  to a s s i s t  and h e l p  me i n  t h i s  
m a t t e r .  However, I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  weighing 
t h e  ev idence  and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations 
t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief  o f  S t a f f .  

You are o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t -  
n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance 
of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  a s  you may be  r e q u i r e d  so  t o  do 
b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i v e  body. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you are cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you 
are subject t o  t h e  o r d e r s  t h a t  a r e  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  case of  United S ta tes  
v.  Ca l l ey ,  your  appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  
a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and t h e  e f f e c t  of  t h a t  o r d e r .  

D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s  concern ing  what I: 
have j u s t  covered? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I do n o t .  

Q. Colonel  MILLER, do you have any legal gu idance  
t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  give? 

COL MILLER: C a p t a i n ,  a t  t h i s  time you  are^ n o t  suspected o r  
accused  of a n y ' o f f e n s e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  subject o f ~ t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I no t i ce  t h a t  you do have counse l  w i t h  you. 
I f ,  d u r i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  you s h o u l d  become a s u s p e c t  i n  
any way, you w i l l ,  of c o u r s e ,  b e  g iven  a p p r o p r i a t e  warnings 
p u r s u a n t  t o  A r t i c l e  3 1  of t h e  Uniform Code of Mili tary 
J u s t i c e .  I n  t h e  meantime, d u r i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  ou r  
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verbatim transcript will be prepared. 
being made in addition to the verbatiI)l 
by the reporter. 

A tape recording 
notes, ,be 

Although the general classification of the report 
will be confidential, it is possible that the testimony, or 
parts of it, will at a later date, become a matter of public 
knowledge. 

You will notice that there are several people 
in this room who will or may ask you questions. These 
individuals, aside from Hr. HACCRATE and Hr. WALSH, are 
my assistants and they are authorized to ask questions 
in my behalf. Hr. WALSH and Hr. HACCRATE are serving as 
civilian legal counselors to assist and help me in this 
matter. However, I have the responsibility of weighing 
the evidence and making the findings and recommendations 
to the Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff. 

You are ordered not to discuss your testimony 
in this investigation with others, including other wit­
nesses for this investigation, except in the performance 
of official duties or as you may be required so to do 
before a competent judicial, legislative, or administra­
tive body. 

In addition, you are cautioned that if you 
are subject to ,the orders that are issued by the military 
judge in the general court-martial case of united States 
v. Calle¥, your appearance here in no way changes the 
applicab~lity and the effect of that order. 

Do you have any questions concerning what I 
have just covered? 

A. No, sir, I do not. 

Q. Colonel MILLER, do you have any legal guidance 
that you would like to give? 

COL MILLER: Captain, at this time you are not suspected or 
accused of any offense with respect to the subject of the 
investigation. I notice that you do have counsel with you. 
If, during the investigation, you should become a suspect in 
any way, you will, of course, be g'i ven appropriate warnings 
pursuant to Article 31 of the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice. In the meantime, during the investigation or our 
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i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  YOU w i l l .  b e  

I0 : Capta in  KOTOUC, would you g i v e  me your  d u t y  
assignment  on 1 6  March 1968? . . , , . . , -  . 
A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I was 'si, combat i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e  
Task Force  Barker ,  and w e  were s t a t i o n e d  a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  
South Vietnam. 

Q. How long  had you been  t h e  S2 o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ?  

A. I a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  February-- 
t h e  l a t e r  pa r t  of February ,  s i r .  The exact  d a t e  I do n o t  
recal l ;  between 20 and 2 8  Februa ry ,  s ir .  

Q. D i d  you accompany t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  n o t  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e ,  t h e  b r i g a d e  t o  South Vietnam? 

A. No, s i r .  I was s t a t i o n e d  w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  
i n  H a w a i i ,  and subsequen t ly  t r a n s f e r r e d .  The b r i g a d e  went  
o v e r s e a s .  I r e c e i v e d  DA o r d e r s ,  and I ended up back i n  my 
o l d  u n i t .  

Q. 
. -. 

What had you been i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  p r io r  t o  t h i s  3-j 

23 t ime?  
-1 

A. I was t h e  company commander f o r  B / 1 / 2 0 ,  and I 
w a s  S2 f o r  1 / 2 0  p r i o r  t o  b e i n g  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a new 
l o c a t i o n  on H a w a i i .  

Q. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  which took  place 
i n  t h e  Son Tinh area on 1 6  March, w a s  t h e r e  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  
b r i e f i n g  g iven  t o  t h e  commanders o f  t h i s  operat ion p r i o r  t o  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s .  

Q. Who gave t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I gave t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q. Where w a s  it given? 

A. A t  t h e  TOC a t  Dot t ie ,  and a l so  i n  an i n f o r m a l  
d i scuss ion  between myself  and Cap ta in  MEDINA and C a p t a i n  
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interrogations;"'you will, be permitted to 
your counsel. 

IO: Captain KOTOUC, would you give me your duty 
assignment on 16 March 1968? 

A. Yes, sir. I was S2, combat intelligence officer'/, 
Task Force Barker, and we were stationed at LZ Dottie, 
South vietnam. 

Q. How long had you been the S2 of the task force? 

A. I arrived in Vietnam the first part of February--
the later part of February, sir. The exact date I do not 
recall; between 20 and 28 February, sir. 

Q. Did you accompany the task force, not the task 
force, the brigade to South Vietnam? 

A. No, sir. I was stationed with the, 11th Brigade 
in Hawaii, and subsequently transferred. The brigade went 
overseas. I received DA orders, and I ended up back in my 
old unit. 

Q. What had you been in the brigade , prior to this 
time? 

A. I was the company commander for B/l/20, and I 
was S2 for 1/20 prior to being transferred to a new 
location on Hawaii. 

Q. With respect to the operation which took place 
in the Son Tinh area on 16 March, was there an intelligence 
briefing given to the commanders of this operation prior to 
the operation itself? 

A. Yes, sir, there was. 

Q. Who gave this briefing? 

A. I gave the briefing. 

Q. Where was it given? 

A. At the TOC at Dottie, and also in an informal 
discussion between myself and Captain MEDINA and Captain 
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MICHLES - 
Q .  Was t h e  company commander o /1 p r e s e n t  
as w e l l ?  

A. I do no t '  r e c a l l ,  sir.' 
h e  was. W e  had j u s t  l o s t  one company commander. 

Q.  Were t h e  o t h e r  u n i t s  t h a t  were t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  t h e  t a s k  ' force--were they  a l s o  
p r e s e n t - - t h e  u n i t  CoPmanders? 

A. No, sir.  C h a r l i e  Company and B/4/3 was 
t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  was no r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f rom any he1 icop te . r  
u n i t s  no r  was t h e r e  anyone t h e r e  from a r t i l l e r y  u n i t s  on 
LZ Upt ight .  

Q.  Were t h e r e  any r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  52d M I  
Detachment? 

A. There was a L i e u t e n a n t  JOIINSON, s i r ,  who came 
up from an MI detachment.  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  number, and 
I do n o t  reca l l  i f  he w a s  t h e r e  t h a t  day or  n o t .  I do n o t  
t h i n k  so,  b u t  I can n o t  r eca l l .  

Q. What in fo rma t ion  d i d  you g i v e  t o  t h e  commanders 
conce rn ing  t h e  48th Loca l  Force  B a t t a l i o n  and what t h e y  
might e x p e c t  from t h e  b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n a l  area? 

A .  W e l l ,  f i r s t  t h i n g  w a s  t h a t  t h e  AO-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  May I? W e  have t h i s  b e i n g  t a k e n ,  
and w e  would l i k e  you t o  keep  your  vo ice  up and speak  i n t o  
t h e  microphone so  s h e  can h e a r  you. I f  you need t h e  map 
as w e l l ,  p l e a s e  do so. 

A. The My L a i  ( 4 )  i s  o u t  o f  t h e  A 0  of  Task Force  
Barke r ,  a n d ' i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e q u e s t  an A 0  e x t e n s i o n .  
I t h i n k  w e  got  i t  from Quang Ngai,  as I r eca l l ,  from t h e  
a d v i s o r y  group down t h e r e ,  and also from Son Tinh where 
Colonel  GAVIN,  Major GAVIN then--1 e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  com- 
manders a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a f t e r  d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  Colonel BARKER 
p r i o r  t o  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  company commanders, t h a t  t h e  i n t e l -  
l i g e n c e  reports t h a t  I had  r e c e i v e d  from b r i g a d e ,  Colonel ~. ~ 

BLACKLEDGE a t  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  from p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  I had 
p e r s o n a l l y  i n t e r r o g a t e d  and t h e r e  were o t h e r  areas t h a t  
w e  had g o t t e n  i n t e l l i g e n c e - - S o n  Tinh f o r  one; t h e  
i n d i c a t i o n s  were, I t o l d  Colonel  BARKER, t h a t  the  48th  
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Q. 
as well? 

Was the company cO!!,,'l\ander of A/3/l present 

A. I do not recall, sir; ';I"can,.n'O~::'re~eniber who 
he was. We had just lost one company commander. 

Q. Were the other units that were to participate 
in the operation tvi th the task' force--\vere they also 
present--the unit co~manders? 

A. No, sir. Charlie Company and B/4/3 was 
there, but there was no representative from any helicopter 
units nor was there anyone there from artillery units on 
LZ Uptight. 

Q. Were there any representatives from the 52d MI 
Detachment? 

A. There was a Lieutenant JOHNSON, sir, who came 
up from an MI detachment. I do not recall the number, and 
I do not recall if he was there that day or not. I do not 
think so, but I can not recall. 

Q. What information did you give to the commanders 
concerning the 48th Local Force Battalion and what they 
might expect from the battalion in this operational area? 

A. Well, first thing was that the AO--

Q. (Interposing) May I? We have this being taken, 
and we would like you to keep your voice up and speak into 
the microphone so she can hear you. If you need the map 
as well, please do so. 

A. The My Lai (4) is out of the AO of Task Force 
Barker, and it was necessary to request an AO extension. 
I think we got it from Quang Ngai, as I recall, from the 
advisory group down there, and also from Son Tinh where 
Colonel GAVIN, Major GAVIN then--I explained to the com­
manders at that time, after discussing with colonel BARKER 
prior to talking to the company commanders, that the intel­
ligence reports that I had received from brigade, Colonel 
BLACKLEDGE at the brigade, from prisoners that I had .. 
personally interrogated and there were other areas that 
we had gotten intelligence--Son Tinh for one; the 
indications were, r told Colonel BARKER, that the 48th 
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  May I i n t e r r u p t .  When you say 
down there--down w h e r e ?  

A .  My L a i ,  s i r .  I ' m  s o r r y ,  i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  

Q.  Do you see what I a m  g e t t i n g  at--whether you 
are r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  whole area a s  My Lai  o r  are you 
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? . 

A. Well, s i r ,  we t a l k e d  about  t h e  area more than  
w e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  v i l l a g e .  We '  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of MY L a i  ( 4 )  w a s  where t h e  command group and a t  
least  t w o  companies were. Tha t  was t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  w e  
had from i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s .  

Q. 
t h i s  s t r e n g t h  would be? 

A. W e  had had an o p e r a t i o n  there  sometime p r i o r  t o  _. t h i s  and w e  had k i l l e d  q u i t e  a few V i e t  Cong. W e  c o n s i d e r e d  
7) t h o s e  t o  be o u t  o f  t he  48 th ;  and there a l s o  w a s  one o f  t h e  
33 

, ,  

'j<' 

What s t r e n g t h  would you--dia you i n d i c a t e  what 

companies t h a t  w a s  running  abou t  there a l l  by i t s e l f .  

Q. What do you c a l l  t h e  company? 

A. W e  had a d e s i g n a t i o n  f o r  it. W e  had i n f o r -  
mation t h a t  it was t h e  9 0 t h  o r  9 1 s t ,  someth ing  of t h a t  n a t u r e .  
It was a loca l  company and sometimes t h e y ' r e  hooked up w i t h  
t h e  48th .  The s t r u c t u r e  w a s  n e v e r  r e a l l y  c u t  and c lear ,  I 
d i d  n o t  feel .  W e  f e l t  t h a t  because  of  where t h e  command 
group w a s ,  t h e  48th  B a t t a l i o n ,  VC B a t t a l i o n ,  had t w o  
companies there. 
b e g i n  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  s i r ,  I informed t h e  companies 
t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  e x p e c t  heavy r e s i s t a n c e  from my e x p e r i e n c e  
i n  t h e  area. That  was abou t  it, sir .  

Q- I 
area"? 

A. I have been i n  t h e  area. When I speak  of area, 
I am n o t  s p e a k i n g  o f  My L a i .  
P i n k v i l l e  area. And I have been o u t  there-- 

W e  felt--we decided t o  have the  o p e r a t i o n  

~ ~~ 

E x p l a i n  what you mean by "my e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  

I a m  s p e a k i n g  of t h e  whole 

. .  
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were in the area down there--and the movement, personnel, 
so forth, that we had talked to, they . ~lere do~m there. 
And I told-- . 

Q. (Interposing) May I interrupt. Nhen you say 
down there--down where? 

A. My Lai, sir. I'm sorry, in that general area. 

Q. Do you see what I am getting at--whether you 
are referring to the Whole area as My Lai or are you 
talking about My Lai (4)? 

A. Well, sir, VIe talked about the area more than 
we talked about the specific village. We: felt that the 
village of My Lai (4) was where the conunand group and at 
.least two companies were. That was the indication we 
had from intelligence reports. 

Q. What strength would you--dia you indicate what 
this strength would be: 

A. We had had an operation there sometime prior to 
this and we had killed quite a few Viet Congo We considered 
those to be out of the 48th,- and there also was one of the 
companies that was running about there all by itself. 

Q. What do you call the company? 

A. We had a designation for it. We had · infor-
mation that it was the 90th or 9lst, something of that nature. 
It was a local company and sometimes they're hooked up with 
the 48th. The structure was never really cut and clear, I 
did not feel. We felt that because of where the conunand 
group was, the 48th Battalion, VC Battalion, had two 
companies there. We felt--we decided to have the operation 
begin at My Lai (4), sir. I informed the companies 
that they could expect heavy resistance from my experience 
in the area. That was about it, sir. 

Q. , 
area"? 

Explain what you mean by "my experience in the 

A. I have been in the area. When I speak of area, 
I am not speaking of My Lai. I am speaking of the whole 
Pinkville area. And I have been out there--
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When were you o u t ?  

A. The 1st o f  Marc!>. I t  was t h e  day I a r r i v e d  
i n  T a s k  Force Barker .  I w e n t  o u t  there on a major oper -  
a t i o n .  I t  w a s  q u i t e  a f i g h t .  

Q. Was t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  the a r e a  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I t  was w i t h i n  2 o r  3 k i l o m e t e r s  of it, sir. 

Q. Was t h i s  a l s o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  i nvo lved  t h e  
use of  APC's? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  i t  i s .  

Q. T h i s  was o u t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  o f  Task 
Force B a r k e r  and i n  t h e  A0 of t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n .  Why 
w a s  t h i s  A0 r e q u e s t e d  and Granted from t h e  ARVN'S? 

A; T h i s  i s  an o p i n i o n ,  ( c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  c o u n s e l ) ,  
s i r ,  t h i s  i s  my own op in ion ,  sir. The 2d A R W  D i v i s i o n  
would n e v e r  do anyth ing .  S i r ,  t hey  w o u l d n ' t  f i g h t ,  and 
they  would n o t  even p r o t e c t  themselves  ve ry  w e l l ,  s i r .  
Colonel  BARKER was a good commander, and Colonel  BARKER 
wanted t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  Quang Ngai area 
and a l s o  on o u r  a r e a .  The VC were i n  t h a t  a r e a .  They 
were n o t  i n  o u r  AO,  and w e  knew where they  were, down i n  
t h a t  area. Colonel  BARICER wanted t o  go i n  there and 
f i g h t  them, s ir .  T h a t  is why. 

Q. D i d  t he  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b u i l d  up on t h e  l o c a t i o n  
of t h e  48 th  Local Force B a t t a l i o n  lead t o  t h e  r e q u e s t i n g  
of t h e  AO? 

A. That  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  T h a t  i s  my unde r s t and ing .  

Q. Well, you shou ld  know f a i r l y  w e l l .  You are the 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  off icer .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I was. I t o l d  Colonel  BARKER what t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  were, of c o u r s e ,  and w e  kept  h i m  posted, 
and he looked  a t  them c o n s t a n t l y .  H e  got some i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
I do n o t  know a n y t h i n g  about  t h a t , .  from, I t h i n k  i t  was, Son 
Tinh  i f  I a m  n o t  mis taken .  And h e  asked  m e  what my i n t e l -  
l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  showed. W e  went o v e r  those,  and w e  
dec ided  t h a t  i s  where t h e  4 8 t h  was. T h i s  was n o t  t h e  
f i rs t  t i m e  w e  h a d  asked f o r  an A 0  e x t e n s i o n ,  n o r  w a s  it t h e  
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(Interposing) Whenwcre you out? 

The 1st of March. It was the day I arrived 
Force Barker. I went out there on a major oper­
It was quite a fight. 

Q. vias this operation in the area of My Lai (4)? 

A. It was within 2 or 3 kilometers of it, sir. 

Q. Was this also the operation that involved the 
use of APC's? 

A. ' Yes, sir, it is. 

Q. This was out of the operational area of Task 
Force Barker and in the AO of the 2d ARW, Division. Why 
was this, AO requested and grrulted from the AR~'s? 

A: This is an opinion, (conferring with counsel), 
sir, this is my own opinion, sir. The 2d ARVN Division 
would never do anything. Sir, they wouldn't fight, and 
they would not even protect themselves very well, sir. 
Colonel BARKER waS a good commander, and Colonel BARKER 
wanted to relieve the pressure on the Quang Ngai area 
and also on our area. The VC were in that area. They 
were not in our AO, and we knew where they were, down in 
that area. Colonel BAru<ER wanted to go in there and 
fight them, sir. That is why. 

Q. Did the intelligence build up oh the location 
of the 48th Local Force Battalion lead to the requesting 
of the AO? 

A. That is correct, sir. That is my understanding. 

Q. Well, you should know fairly well. You are the 
intelligence officer. 

A. Yes, sir, I was. I told Colonel BARKER what the 
intelligence reports were, of course, and we kept him posted, 

'and he looked at them constantly. He got some information, 
I do not know anything about that,. from, I think it was, Son 
Tinh if I am not mistaken. And he asked me what my intel­
ligence reports showed. We went over those, and we 
decided that is where the 48th was. This was not the 
first time we had asked for an Ao. extension, nor was it the 
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Q. What do you normally c o n s i d e r  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of 
b a t t a l i o n ,  of a VC b a t t P l i o n ?  

A. Well, w e  run abou t  350,  maybe 380. 

Q. What d i d  you e x p e c t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  be t h a t  
they  would encoun te r  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  when you s a y  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and two companies? 

A. The  b e s t  I r e c a l l ,  it was o v e r  200, si r .  

Q. And you i n d i c a t e d  t o  them t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  
e x p e c t  s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A. I d i d ,  s ir .  I w a s  v e r y  d e f i n i t e  abou t  t h a t .  
Cap ta in  MEDINA had n o t  had h i s  company, C h a r l i e  Company, 
i n  t h a t  area t h a t  we c a l l  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  area. The other 
companies had been i n  there ,  t h e  o t h e r  two companies.  And 
Cap ta in  MEDINA d i s c u s s e d  it w i t h  m e  because I had person-  
a l l y  been there. H e  was i n t e r e s t e d  and concerned  about  
t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  h i s  men, and he e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  to  m e .  I 
t o l d  him t h a t  I had been t h e r e ,  and t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  was ve ry  

-2 heavy there. There were heavy weapons used, r o c k e t s ,  and 
7.l . 5 1  ca l ibe r  machineguns. I s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no r eason  c 
f 3 
.rl* i n c l u d i n g  mor t a r s ,  s ir .  

f o r  us t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t hey  were n o t  go ing  t o  u s e  i t  a g a i n ,  

Q. You gave h i m  q u i t e  a s t r o n g  p i c t u r e  as f a r  a s  
the  enemy r e s i s t a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  would e n c o u n t e r .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I d id .  

Q. D i d  you g i v e  h i m ,  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  which you 
p r e s e n t e d ,  d i d  you i n d i c a t e  a n y t h i n g  conce rn ing  t h e  
c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  The  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  always 
a concern  of  Colonel  BARKER, as w e l l  as t h e  s t a f f  and t h e  
commanders. The c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  known t o  be r a t h e r  
a c t i v e  sympa th ize r s  w i t h  t h e  VC. The VC w a s  a l oca l  u n i t .  
The VC came from t h e  f a m i l i e s .  There were mothers, f a t h e r s  
and s o n s  of t h e  VC. The f a t h e r  was a VC, and t h e  u n c l e  w a s  
a VC. 
I n  t h e  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  area there were s e v e r a l  markets ,  

They were n o t  peop le  who came down from t h e  n o r t h .  
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Q. What do you normally consider the strength 
battalion, of a VC batt~lion? 

A. Well, we run about 350, maybe 380. 

Q. What did you expect the strength to be that 
they would encounter in Hy Lai (4), when you say the 
battalion headquarters and two companies? 

A. The best I recall, it was over 200, sir. 

Q. And you indicated to them that they could 
expect strong resistance? 

A. I did, sir. I was very definite about that. 
Captain HEDINA had not had his company, Charlie Company, 
in that area that we call the Pinkville area. The other 
companies had been in there, the other two companies. And 
Captain HEDINA discussed it with me because I had person­
ally been there. He was interested and concerned about 
the welfare of his men, and he expressed that to me. I 
told him that I had been there, and the resistance was very 
heavy there. There were heavy weapons used, rockets, and 
.51 caliber machineguns. I said that there was no reason 
for us to believe that they were not going to use it again, 
including mortars, sir. 

Q. You gave him quite a strong picture as far as 
the enemy resistance that they would encounter. 

A. Yes, sir, I did. 

Q. Did you give him, in the briefing which you 
presented, did you indicate anything concerning the 
civilian population? 

A. Yes, sir. The civilian population was always 
a concern of Colonel BARKER, as well as the staff and the 
commanders. The civilian population was known to be rather 
active sympathizers with the VC. The VC was a local unit. 
The VC came from the families. There were mothers, fathers 
and sons of the VC. The father was a VC, and the uncle was 
a VC. They were not people who came down from the north. 
In the civilian population area there were several markets, 
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l a r g e  markets  
day,  where t h e  people  would go t o , g e t  t 
t h a t  day. They had t o  go each  day:becnus 
r e f r i g e r a t i o n  or  any th ing  l i k e '  t h a t ,  and:, 
morning from t h e  VC r e p o r t s  t h a t  I have 
r e p o r t s  from people  t h a t  I have p e r s o n a l l y  i n t e r r o g a t e d  
And t a l k e d  t o .  The peogle would l e a v e  t o  go t o  t h e  
market i n  t h e  morning, and they  would l e a v e  abou t  7 
o'clock i n  t h e  morning o r  so and t h e n  t h e y  would r e t u r n ,  
depending how f a r  i t  was. They would r e t u r n  a f t e r  they  
bought t h e  food t h a t  t h e y  had when they  r e t u r n e d .  Colonel  
uAIXKEH had q u e r i e d  h i s  s t a f f  about  a p r e p a r a t i o n  b e i n g  
f i r e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  of  t h e  
t r o o p  s h i p s .  I t  bias a concensus of o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  bes t  
t h i n g  t o  do was t o  f i r e  a p r e p  p s i o r  t o  t h e  a s s a u l t ,  and 
c o l o n e l  BARKER s a i d  he d i d  n o t  want t h a t  f i r e d .  H e  wanted 
i t  f i r e d  w i t h  a very minimum of c i v i l i a n  p e r s o n n e l  i n  
t h e  a r e a .  H e  was concerned about  t ha t .  I recal l  ve ry  

p r e p  was f i r e d  from Upt igh t .  
d e f i n i t e l y  t h a t  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  w e  d i d ,  and t h e  I, 

::J 

I Q. Where was t h e  p r e p  t o  be. f i r e d ?  

A. To be f i r e d ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. I t  was t o  be f i r e d  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  , a t  t h e  7 

v i l l a g e .  NOW, I cannot  s a y  f o r  s u r e  h e r e ,  b u t  it w a s  
c l e a r e d .  A l l  o u r  f i r e s  w e r e  c l e a r e d .  W e  had an a r t i l -  
l e r y  o f f i c e r  t h e r e  w h o  c l e a r e d  a l l  o u r  f i r e s ,  o u r  H & I  
f i r e s ,  each  even ing  and c a l l e d  i n  c o o r d i n a t e s  f o r  t h e  
nex t  day. 

Q. What was t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  prep? 

A.  I t h i n k  t h a t  it was about  a 4-minute prep 
wi th  a 105,  and I t h i n k  t h e y  f i x e d  o v e r  1 0 0  rounds .  

Q. 105? 

A. Yes, sir .  I 

I 
i 

A. Yes, sir .  And t h e y  reported t o  m e  t h a t  t h e y  1 
Q. A r t i l l e r y  p i e c e ?  

had f i r e d  t h e  p r e p .  We asked  t h e n  how many t h e y  fired, 
and they  s a i d  100-105 ,  s i r .  i e . . . .. ... . . . . . . .~ . .. . , , 
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large markets, Ivhere" air-'the . people would~'gather ea'ch 
day, where the people would go tO,get th~provisions for 
that day. They had to go each day because they had no 
refrigeration or anything like'that, andnormally,cin,the 
morning from the VC reports that I have heiard,' numerous 
reports from people that I have personally interrogated 
and talked to. The people ':/ould leave to go to the 
market in the morning, and they would leave about 7 
o'clock in the morning or so and then they would return, 
depending how far it Has. They would return after they 
bought the food that they had I"hen they returned. Colonel 
BA1~ER had queried his staff about a preparation being 
fired in the area prior to the combat assault of the 
troop ships. It vias a concensus of opinion that the best 
thing to do was to fire a prep prior to the assault, and 
colonel BARKER said he did not I'/ant that fired. He wanted 
it fired vii th a very minimum of civilian personnel in 
the area. He was concerned about that. I recall very 
definitely that on that particular time we did, and the 
prep was fired from Uptight. 

Q. Where was the prep to be fired? 

A. To be fired? 

Q. Yes. 

A. It was to be fired at My Lai (4), at the 
village. Now, I cannot say for sure here, but it was 
cleared. All our fires were cleared. We had an artil­
lery officer there who cleared all our fires, our H&I 
fires, each evening and called in coordinates for the 
next day. 

Q. What was the size of the prep? 

A. I ,think that it was about a 4-minute prep 
with a 105, and I think they fired over 100 rounds. 

Q. 105? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Artillery piece? 

A. Yes, sir. And they reported to me that they 
had fired the prep. We asked them how many they fired, 
and they said 100-105, sir. 

(KOTOUC) 8, APP T-8 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

. ." 
1 

. " 

~:, 
",.' " 



A .  N o ,  s i r .  That  i s  . w h a t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  and what 
I r e c a l l .  

Q. IS it a l o g i c a  umption t h a t ,  because  people  
go t o  market  e a r l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would 
be o u t  of My La i  (4) by t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
p rep  would be f i r e d ?  

A .  Not a l l ,  s i r .  I t  c o u l d n ' t  have been a l l  of 
them. I d o n ' t  be l i eve - -  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was any c q n s i d e r a t i o n  b e i n g  
g iven  t o  c h i l d r e n ,  b a b i e s ?  W a s  any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g i v e n  
t o  p regnan t  women? Was any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g i v e n  t o  o l d  
men who might be  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  who would n o t  be  go ing  
t o  market? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g i v e n ,  
sir.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Who gave i t ?  

A. Colonel  BARKER, I ' a m  s u r e ,  gave it some. And 
I know it p a s s e d  my mind, and I .  t h i n k  it p a s s e d  e v e r y o n e ' s  
mind. 

Q.  Were t h e r e  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h i s  My L a i  
( 4 )  area, bunkers? 

A. I do n o t  know, s i r ,  because  I n e v e r  walked  i n  
My L a i  ( 4 )  as I remember. 

Q. I a m  speak ing  t o  you as t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
o f f i c e r .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  There were bunker  networks reported 
t h e r e ,  sir.  They were observed  from t h e  a i r .  There  were 
t u n n e l s .  There  were extensive d e f e n s e s .  I t  w a s  a w e l l  
p r e p a r e d  area, ve ry  w e l l  p r epa red .  

Q. Where was t h e  clearance o b t a i n e d  t o  p u t  a r t i l -  
l e r y  f i r e  on t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

. .  

- 

A. I do n o t  know, sir.  
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knowledge of the number of rounds f~red? 

A. No, sir. That is .what was reported and what 
I recall. 

Q. Is ita logical assumption that, because people 
go to market early in this area, all the civilians would 
be out of My Lai (4) by the time that the artillery 
prep would be fired? 

A. Not all, sir. It couldn't have been all of 
them. I don't believe--

Q. (Interposing) Was any cPl1.sideration being 
given to children, babies? Was any consideration given 
to pregnant women? Was any consideration given to old 
men who might be in the village, who would not be going 
to market? 

A. I think that there was consideration given, 
sir. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who gave it? 

A. 
I know 
mind. 

Colonel BARKER, lam sure, gave it some. And 
it passed my mind, and I· think it passed everyone's 

Q. Were there defensive positions in this My Lai 
(4) area, bunkers? 

A. I do not know, sir, because I never walked in 
My Lai (4) as I remember. 

Q. 
officer. 

I am speaking to you as the intelligence 

A. Yes, sir. There were bunker networks reported 
there, sir. They were observed from the air. There were 
tunnels. There were extensive defenses. It was a well 
pr~pared area, very well prepared. 

Q. Where was the clearance obtained to put artil-
lery fire on the village? 

A • I do not know, sir. 
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A. 
a l l  t h i s ,  and we n e v e r  g o t  i n t o  h i s  work too:,'much. I 
unders tand  t h a t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  Tge would c a l l .  I have heard 
h i m  c a l l  Son Tinh and t a l l -  &out f i res  i n  t h e  area. What 
they  t a l k e d  a b o u t ,  I an sot  s u r e .  

Q. You are n o t  f a n i l i a r ,  t h e n ,  w i t h  t h e  p rocedures  
f o r  t h e  c l e a r a n c e  o f  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I a m  n o t .  

Q. D o  you reca l l  any o t h e r  p a r t  of  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
b r i e f i n g  which you gave t h e  commanders o r  which might  have 
been g i v e n  t h e  commanders by Colonel  BARKER? 

A. 
something? Our b r i e f i n g s  were n o t  conducted in--1 do n o t  
know what k i n d  o f  atmosphere you would c a l l  it. W e  d i d  n o t  
j u s t  si.t down and t a k e  o u r  notebooks o u t ,  and Co lone l  BARXER 
would j u s t  s t a r t  t a l k i n g .  Colonel  BARKER would t a l k  t o  us f o r ,  
5 minutes .  
and w e  would s i t  around,  and p r e t t y  soon h e  would come back 
and t a l k  a g a i n .  And he would say :  "KOTOUC, what  do you t h i n k  
about  t h i s ?  What i s  up here?" And I ' d  s a y :  "Here i s  t h e  
r e p o r t . "  The company commanders would l i s t e n ,  t h e n  h e  would 
go o u t s i d e ,  o r  go t o  h i s  own hootch and ge t  someth ing ,  and  come' 
back i n .  So w e  n e v e r  s a t  down and g o t  any th ing  f o r m a l l y .  I 
never  wrote a t h i n g  cn  p a p e r ,  1: never  used a t y p e w r i t e r  t h e  
whole t i m e  I w a s  there. W e  had a b s o l u t e l y  no a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
p e r s o n n e l .  I do n o t  know i f  h e  e v e r  made a w r i t t e n  o r d e r  or 
a f te r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t .  I saw h i m  w r i t i n g  what  a p p e a r e d  t o  be 
one,  one t i m e ,  when he was working i n  h i s  q u a r t e r s .  There 
w a s  no such  t h i n g  as j u s t  s i t t i n g  down and g i v i n g  anybody a 
b r i e f i n g .  
w a s  n o t  t h e  way i t  was done. 

W e  had an a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r ,  a c a p t a , i n ,  who d i d  

N o ,  b u t  may I make a s t a t e m e n t  o r  t r y  and c l a r i f y  

Then he would jump on t h e  rad io  or  something,  

T h i s  was n o t  how t h e  c o l o n e l  wanted it, and it 
~ ~ 

Q. What you have j u s t  s ta ted is  t h a t  there was no  
o p e r a t i o n  order, there  was no i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n a l y s i s ,  t h a t  
were p rov ided  i n  any w r i t t e n  form? 

A. T h a t  i s  correct ,  s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I know of .  I 
made no i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n  w r i t t e n  form, sir. 
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Where wouldi t normall.':' be obtained?, 

Brigade, sir. 

Q. Was there any requirement to check with province, 
or district? 

A. We had an artillery officer, a captain, 
all this, and vie never got into his work too: 'much • 
understand that occasiof.ally we would qall. I have 
him call Son Tinh and tal.'~ about fires in the area. 
they talked about, I am not sure. 

who did 
I 
heard 

What 

Q. You are not far,1iliar, then, with the procedures 
for the clearance of artillery fire? 

A. No, sir, r am not. 

Q. Do you recall any other part of the intelligence 
briefing which you gave the commanders or which might have 
been given the commanders by Colonel BARKER? 

A. No, but may I make a statement or try and clarify 
something? Our briefings were not conducted in--I do not 
know what kind of atmosphere you would call it. We did not 
just sit down and take our notebooks out, and Colonel BARKER 
would just start talking. Colonel BARKER would talk to us for 
S minutes. Then he would jump on the radio or something, 
and we would sit around, and pretty soon he would come back 
and talk again. And he would say: "KOTOUC, what do you think 
about this? What is up here?" And I'd say: "Here is the 
report." The company commanders would listen, then he would 
go outside, or go to his own hootch and get something, and come' 
back in. So we never sat down and got anything formally. I 
never \~rote a thing en paper, I never used a typewriter the 
whole time I was there. We had absolutely no administrative 
personnel. I do not know if he ever made a written order or 
after action report. I saw him writing what appeared to be 
one, one time, when he was working in his quarters. There 
was no such thing as just sitting down and giving anybody a 
briefing. This was not how the colonel wanted it, and it 
was not the way it was done. 

Q. What you have just stated is that there was no 
operation order, there was no intelligence analysis, that 
were provided in any written form? 

A. That is correct, sir, not that I know of. I 
made no intelligence in written form, sir. 
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Q. 
d e s t r u c t i o n  o 

A.  
wanted t h e : ' a r e a  c l eaned  o u t ,  h e  wanted i t  n e u t r a l i z e d , '  
and he wanted t h e  b u i l d i n g s  knocked down. He wanted t h e  
hootches burned ,  and h e  wanted t h e  t u n n e l s  f i l l e d  i n ,  
and then  he. 'wanted t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and ch ickens  run o f f ,  
k i l l e d ,  o r ,  d e s t r o y e d .  Colonel  BARKER d id  n o t  s a y  
any th ing  about  k i l l i n g  any c i v i l i a n s ,  s ir ,  nor  d i d  I. 
H e  wanted t o  n e u t r a l i z e  t h e  area. 

Q.  When d i d  he g i v e  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A.  H e  t o l d  m e  t h i s  w a s  what w e  wanted t o  do he re .  
When it w a s ,  it w a s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  
it w a s  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  o r  e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n  b e f o r e ,  on 
15  March. 

Q. Had he  o b t a i n e d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  do t h i s ?  

A. I do n o t  know, sir.  I d id  n o t  q u e s t i o n  h i s  
a u t h o r i t y .  

Q.  You were h i s  s t a f f  o f f i c e r ?  

I .) A .  
Jl. anyth ing  wrong w i t h  wha t  he s a i d ,  s i r .  

Yes, sir.  I p e r s o n a l l y  d i d  n o t  feel  there was _ _  

Q. HOW many c i v i l i a n s  d id  you estimate a t  t h e  t i m e  
l ived i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  'hamlet? 

A. I do n o t  recal l  t h a t  I d id ,  sir.  

Q. Were you f ami l i a r  w i t h  t h e  briqade o r d e r s  and 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r d e r s  concern ing  t h e  b u r n i n g  and/or  d e s t r u c -  
t i o n  of a v i l l a g e  or hamlet? 

A. I a m  fami l ia r  w i t h  Co lone l  HENDERSON s a y i n g  
t h a t  when w e  qet through down there,  there would n o t  be any 
48 th  l e f t ,  o r  any p l a c e  f o r  them t o  l i v e .  

Q.. 
A. To t h e  best of my recal l ,  h e  sa id  t h a t  when w e  
get  th rough  w i t h  t h a t  48 th  B a t t a l i o n ,  t h e y  won ' t  be g i v i n g  
us any more trouble. 
a l l .  I t h o u g h t ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  t h a t  w a s  a real  f i n e  t h i n g  

. .  

S p e c i f i c a l l y  what d id  Co lone l  -HENDERSON  say? 

We're go ing  t o  do them i n  once and for  

t o  say .  

(KOTOUC) 11 
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A. . ' "yEis, sir, there were. ColoheiBARKER said he 
wanted the ' area, cleaned out, he wanted it neutralized, ' 
and he wanted' the buildings knocked down. , He wanted the 
hootches burned, and he wanted the tunnels filled in, 
and then he, wanted, the livestock and chickens run off, 
killed, or, destroyed. Colonel BARKER did not say 
anything about killing any civilians, sir, nor did I-
He wanted to neutralize the area. 

Q. When did he give these instructions? 

A. He told me this was what we wanted to do here. 
When it was, it was prior to the operation. As I recall, 
it was the night before , or early afternoon before, on 
15 March. 

Q. Had he obtained authority to do this? 

A. I do not know, sir. I did not question his 
authority. 

Q. You were his staff officer? 

A. Yes, sir. I personally did not feel there was 
anything wrong with what he said, sir. 

Q. How many civilians did you estimate at the time 
Ii ved in that village, 'hamlet? 

A. I do not recall that I did, sir. 

Q. Were you familiar with the briqade orders and 
the division orders concerning the burning and/or destruc­
tion of a village or hamlet? 

I am familiar with Colonel HENDERSON saying A. 
that 
48th 

when we qet through down there, there would not be any 
left, or any place for them to live. 

Q. Specifically what did Colone'l 'HENDERSON , say? 

A. To the best of my recall, he said that when we 
get through with that 48th Battalion, they won't be giving 
us any more trouble. We're going to do them in once and for 
all. I thought, personally, that was a real fine thing 
to say. 

(KOTOUC) 11 
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Q. 

A. 

Q. 

D i d  he  g i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  

Not t o  my knowledge, s ir .  

To d e s t r o y  t h e  a r e a ?  

t o  burn t h e  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q. Who had a u t h o r i t y  a t  t h e  t i m e  t o  g i v e  an o r d e r  
or t o  approve a d i r e c t i v e  t o  burn a v i l l a g e  o r  t o  d e s t r o y  
it? 

A. (Witness c o n s u l t s  w i t h  counse l . )  I n  a l l  hones ty ,  
I do n o t  know, s i r .  I can n o t  remember. I took orders from 
Colonel  BARKER; t h e  ones he gave I accep ted  as a l e g a l  
o r d e r ,  and t h a t  i s  t h e  way it w a s .  

Q. You d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  a s  an i l l e g a l  o r d e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. I would l i k e  you t o  a g a i n  s t a t e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
your a b i l i t y ,  wha t  Colonel  BARKER s a i d  t h a t  you would do 
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Colonel  BARKER s a i d  h e  wanted t h e  d e f e n s i v e  
p o s i t i o n s  d e s t r o y e d ,  t h e  bunkers ,  and t h e  t r e n c h  work, and 
t h e  t u n n e l s ,  i f  we could  f i n d  them.  H e  wanted the hoo tches  
knocked down, and i n  a c a s e  where t h e y  cou ld  burn  them t o  
burn them up. H e  wanted t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and c h i c k e n s  t o  be 
run o f f ,  o r  e lse  d e s t r o y  them. Run them o f f  and ge t  them 
o u t  of  t he  a r e a .  

Q. D i d  he s a y  any th ing  about  t h e  wells,  t he  water? 

A. N o ,  s ir ,  h e  d e f i n i t e l y  d i d  n o t .  Colonel  BARKER 
n e v e r  d id  s a y  any th ing  abou t  p o l l u t i n g  w e l l s ,  o r  t o  do any- 
t h i n g  w i t h  t h e  w e l l s ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. I n e v e r  heard 
him say  any th ing  abou t  t h a t .  

Q. D i d  he s a y  any th ing  about  d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  i n  l a t e r  pa r t s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. H e  spoke i n  g e n e r a l  terms, and f r a n k l y ,  t h e  
v i l l a g e  My L a i  ( 4 )  w a s  n o t  g i v e n  a whole lot--we d id  n o t  
t a l k  c o n s t a n t l y  a b o u t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  The o p e r a t i o n  w a s  n o t  
f o r  My L a i  ( 4 )  p e r  se. I t  was f o r  t h e  area t h e r e .  The 
r eason  w e  went  t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  was because t h a t  is  where 
w e  t hough t  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and t h e  two b a t t a l i o n s  were. 

(XOTOUC) 12 Zip?? T-8 

Q. Did he give any instructions to burn the 

Not to my knowledge, sir. 

Q. To destroy the area? ','.'" 

Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Who'had authority at the time to give an order 
or to approve a directive to burn a village or to destroy 
it? 

A. (Witness consults with counsel.) 
I do not know, sir. I can not remember. I 
Colonel BARKER; the ones he gave I accepted 
order, and that is the way it was. 

In all honesty, 
took orders from' 
as a legal 

Q. You did not accept this as an illegal order? 

A. No, sir, I didn't. 

Q. I would like you to again state, to the best of 
your ability, what Colonel BARKER said that you would do 
with respect to that village, My Lai (4)? 

A. Colonel BARKER said he wanted the defensive 
positions destroyed, the bunkers, and the trench work, and 
the tunnels, if \Ve could find them. He wanted the hootches 
knocked down, and in a case where they could burn them to 
burn them up. He wanted the livestock and chickens to be 

.run off, or else destroy them. Run them off and get them 
out of the area. 

Q. Did he say anything about the wells, the water? 

A. No, sir, he definitely did not. Colonel BARKER 
never did say anything about polluting \Vells, or to do any­
thing \Vith the wells, not to my knowledge. I never heard 
him say anything about that. 

Q. Did he say anything about destruction of 
other villages in later parts of the operation? 

A. He spoke in general terms, and frankly, the 
village My Lai (4) was not given a whole lot--we did not 
talk constantly about My Lai (4). The operation was not 
for My Lai (4) per se. It was for the area there. The 
reason we went to My Lai (4) was because that is where 
we thought the headquarters and the two battalions were. 
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t h a t  'could be  used i n  t h e .  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  o r  b lock ing  
p o s i t i o n  t o  g i v e  a i d  and cover  was t o  be d e s t r o y e d .  

Q. What t i m e  of day on t h e  15.th were t h o s e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d ?  

A. The p l a n n i n g  phase went a l l  day ,  s i r .  There 
were d i f f e r e n t  changes.  Changes came up, s m a 1 . l  changes,  
d i s c u s s i o n s  d u r i n g  t h a t  day,  a l l  day long .  When he  gave 
t h e  f i n a l  s i t  down, I do n o t  have any i d e a .  I do n o t  
r e c a l l - -  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I a m  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
po in t .  When d i d  h e  t e l l  them t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t o  p u t  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  on i t  and t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

I C :  I am go ing  t o  object. Cap ta in  KOTOUC h a s  s ta ted 
t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  h i s  memory what happened-- 

10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You can  counse l  him, b u t  I would 
p r e f e r  t h a t  you n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  
counsel .  him a t  any t i m e .  

You may 

& 
.A A. Frank ly ,  s i r ,  I can  n o t  remember. 

~ .3 
4 Q. Who else w a s  p r e s e n t ;  o r  do you reca l l  anybody 

else b e i n g  p r e s e n t  when t h e s e  o r d e r s  o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were 
i s s u e d ?  

A. Major CALHOUN worked i t  up on t h e  boa rd ,  on t h e  
ops  board .  Where t h e  LZ's w e r e  go ing  t o  b e ,  t h e  placement 
of t r o o p s ,  normal S 3  t y p e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  c a p t a i n ,  I 
can  n o t  t h i n k  o f  h i s  name, an a r t i l l e r y  c a p t a i n ,  w a s  normal ly  
t h e r e  o r  close by ,  because  w e  w e r e  i n  a TOC t h a t  w a s  about  20 
feet ,  no rma l ly  22 f e e t  l ong ,  and t h e  d e p t h  of i t  w a s  10 t o  11 
feet ,  I suppose ,  w i t h  a s l a n t i n g  c e i l i n g .  I t  w a s  a ve ry  small 
TOC. Except  f o r  Colonel  BARKER'S radio--when Colonel  BARKER 
t a l k e d  t o  u s ,  most of  t h e  t i m e  i t  would be i n s i d e  t h a t  TOC. 

s e r g e a n t  t h e r e ,  and an a r t i l l e r y  c a p t a i n .  

Q. The a r t i l l e r y  c a p t a i n ,  h e  w a s  what  you normal ly  
refer t o  as a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ?  H e  w a s  n o t  t h e  b a t t e r y  
commander from U p t i g h t ,  t hen?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  h e  was our l i a i s o n  w i t h  our  a r t i l l e r y .  

,. 

I 

. A  Sergeant JOHNSON was normal ly  i n   the TOC, h e  was ~ - .~ t h e  53 

I 
I 
I • 
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They were to sweep' ,thi:'ollgh and mOve, ,and as my memory serves 
me, they moved through ,,' the, north:-norj:heas,t., , There" would be, , 
a blocking company, up there. The i.dea, was that anythi'ng 'f,:: 'I "~I 
that could be used in the, de fensi ve position or blocking' ~,- ,," 
position to give aid and cover was to be destroyed. '\j::,::, 

Q. What time of day on the 15,th were those 
instructions issued? 

A. The planning phase went all day, sir. There 
were different changes. Changes came up, small changes, 
discussions during that day, all day long. When he gave 
the final sit down, I do not have any idea. I do not 
recall--

,:.;'t:" .... , 

Q. (Interposing) 
point. When did he tell 
the artillery prep on it 

I am thinking about the specific 
them to destroy the village, to put 
and to destroy the village? 

IC: I am going to object. Captain KOTOUC has stated 
to the best of his memory \vhat happened--

10: (Interposing) 
prefer that you not enter 
counsel- him at any time. 

You can counsel him, but I would 
into the discussion. You may 

A. Frankly, sir, I can not remember. 

Q. Who else was present; or do you recall anybody 
else being present when these orders or instructions were 
issued? 

A. Major CALHOUN worked it up on the board, on the 
ops board. Where the LZ's were going to be, the placement 
of troops, normal S3 type. I don't know if the captain, I 
can not think of his name, an artillery captain, was normally 
there or close by, because we were in a TOC that was about 20 
feet, normally 22 feet long, and the depth of it was 10 to 11 
feet, I suppose, with a slanting ceiling. It was a very small 
TOC. Except for Colonel BARKER's radio--when Colonel BARKER 
talked to us, most of the time it would be inside that TOC. 

,A Sergeant JOHNSON was normally in the TOC, he was the S3 
sergeant there, and an artillery captain. 

Q. The artillery captain, he was what you normally 
refer to as a liaison officer? He was not the battery 
commander from Uptight, then? 

A. No, sir, he was our liaison with our artillery • 
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Q. 

A.  
Spanish 

Q. Does t h e  name VAZQUEZ mean any th ing  t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  i s  it. 

Q. There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  C a p t a i n  
VAZQUEZ was p r e s e n t  when t h i s  was d i s c u s s e d  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I ' d  s a y  yes  because h i s  workshop 
s a t  r i g h t  there. You could reach  o u t  and p u t  y o u r  hand 
on h i m .  T h a t  i s  where h i s  shop was a t .  H e  had a l i t t l e  
r a d i o  and  shop  i n  there .  I t  i s  very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  recall.  
I t  is n o t  t h e  on ly  o p e r a t i o n  w e  p u l l e d .  

Q.  W e  unders tand  t h i s  has  been sometime ago, and 
i t  i s  very d i f f i c u l t  when one o p e r a t i o n  runs  i n t o  a n o t h e r .  
T h i s  is why w e  are t r y i n g  t o  g ive  you a s  much background 
and so f o r t h  and g i v e  you s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e ,  so  t h a t  you can  
recal l  some of these d e t a i l s .  

COL MILLER: When t h i s  b r i e f i n g  was g iven  by Co lone l  
BARKER, w e r e  t h e  i n f a n t r y  company commanders t h e r e  a l s o ?  

A. Colonel  BARKER would t a l k  t o  Major CALHOUN 
o r  t a l k  t o  myse l f .  Then he would c a l l  t h e  companies and 
t a l k  t o  them and then  t h e y ' d  l e a v e .  And t h e n  w e ' d  t a l k  
some more, we 'd  come back and t a l k  some more. I do n o t  
want t o  g i v e  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  i t  was a haphazard  t h i n g .  
I t  is j u s t  t h e  way it was done, and it worked o u t  real f i n e  
f o r  everybody. 

Q. 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I am s o r r y ,  s i r ,  1 c a n ' t  s a y  
e x a c t l y  who w a s  there and what was said and when. I j u s t  
do n o t  know. 

Q. Were, t o  t h e  best  o f  your  knowledge, C a p t a i n  
MEDINA and Cap ta in  MICHLES, or  any of t he  o t h e r  command- 
ers t h e r e  when Colonel  BARKER w a s  g i v i n g  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  
i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Colone l  BARKER always made a p o i n t  t o  t a l k  t o  
t h e  commanders concern ing  the  o p e r a t i o n s  and give them an  
a b b r e v i a t e d  o r d e r  o r  f i e l d  o r d e r .  

The  p o i n t  of  my i n q u i r y  was-- 

Q. Do you recall his name? 

A. I am trying 
Spanish name--I should 

~;, " 

Q. Does the name VAZQUEZ mean anything to yOU? 

A. Yes, sir, that is it. 

Q. There is a possibility, then, that Captain 
VAZQUEZ was present when this was discussed?· 

.'"' ' 

A. Yes, sir. I'd say yes because his workshop 
sat right there. You could reach out and put your hand 
on him. That is where his shop was -at. He had a little 
radio and shop in there. It is very difficult to recall. 
It is not the only operation we pulled. 

Q. We understand this has been sometime ago, and 
it is very difficult when one operation runs into another. 
This is why we are trying to give you as much background 
and so forth and give you sufficient time, so that you can 
recall some of these details. 

COL MILLER: When this briefing was given by Colonel 
BARKER, were the infantry company commanders there also? 

A. Colonel BARKER would talk to Major CALHOUN 
or talk to myself. Then he would call the companies and 
talk to them and then they'd leave. And then we'd talk 
some more, we'd come back and talk some more. I do not 
want to give the impression that it was a haphazard thing. 
It is just the way it was done, and it worked out real fine 
for everybody. 

Q. The point of my inquiry was--

A. (Interposing) I am sorry, sir, I can't say 
exactly who was there and what was said and when. I just 
do not know. 

Q. Were, to the best of your knowledge, Captain 
MEDINA and Captain MICHLES, or any of the other command­
ers there when Colonel BARKER was giving these particular 
instructions? 

A. Colonel BARKER always made a point to talk to 
the commanders concerning the operations and give them an 
abbreviated order or field order. 
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MR MACCRAT : Were t h e  company commanders g iven  t o  under- 
s t a n d  t h a t  t hey  had a chance  t o  encoun te r  t h e  48th  VC B a t -  
t a l i o n  i n  nd around Hy La i?  Were they  g iven  t o  unde r s t an  
t h a t  t hey  had a chance t o  t r a p  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  i n  
L a i  and around t h e r e ?  

A. T h a t  was t h e  hope of t h e  whole t h i n g ,  t h a t  w e  
could g e t  them i n t o  t h e r e ,  p inch  them i n ,  and do b a t t l e  
w i th  &em r i g h t  t h e r e ,  and t h a t  MICHLES' company would be  
i n  a p o s i t i o n  where they  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  away i f  t h e y  ran. 
They would j u s t  t a k e  o f f ,  t h e y  would s c a t t e r  t o  t h e  winds.  
It  was t h e  whole p i c t u r e  t h a t  w e  could  suck them i n ,  p inch  
them i n ,  and  d e s t r o y  them. ' 

MR WEST: I n  t h e ' d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  p l a n s ,  you p lanned  t o  
d e s t r o y  t h e  b a s e  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  and around My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
Could t h a t  have been g iven  i n  such t e r m s  t h a t  t h e  company 
commanders got  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h i s  shou ld  i n c l u d e  t h a t  p a r t  
of t h e  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  which suppor t ed  t h e  VC? 

A. T o  do away w i t h  them, sir? 

0 .  Y e s .  
I 

A. NO, I do n o t  b e l i e v e  so, sir. I t  c e r t a i n l y  
wasn ' t - -  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I unde r s t and  you t e s t i f i e d  t h i s  
c e r t a i n l y  w a s  n o t  s a i d  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  t h i n k  i t  w a s  i n fe r r ed ,  sir.  

Q. Inc luded  i n  t h e  f i e l d  order, were t h e r e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s ,  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t o  watch o u t  fo r  them t h e  b e s t  
you c o u l d ,  and t o  see t h a t  no harm came t o  noncombatant c i v i l  
i a n s .  Was t h a t  d i s c u s s e d  on t h e  1 5 t h ?  

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  t h i n k  it was referred t o ,  sir.  

COL WILSON: Did you go aboard  a h e l i c o p t e r  on t h e  1 5 t h  
w i t h  Colonel BARKER, Cap ta in  MEDINA, and C a p t a i n  MICHLES, 
for a reconna i s sance  of t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. I have  t o  t h i n k ,  sir.  W e  d i d  it a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

2-- 
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MR MACCRAT~: Were the company commanders given to under-
stand that,they had a chance to encounter the 48th VC Bat-! 
talion in and around My Lai? Were they given to understand,I' 
that they had a chance to trap the 48th VC Battalion in M:t' ,' .. , 
Lai and around there? : .;:' 

A. That \vas the hope of the whole thing, that we 
could get them into there, pinch them in, and do battle 
with them right there, and that MICHLES' company would be 
in a position Where they could not get away if they ran. 
They would just take off, they would scatter to the winds. 
It was the whole picture that we could suck them in, pinch 
them in, and destroy them. ' 

MR \~ST: In the discussion of the plans, you planned to 
destroy the base of operations in and around My Lai (4). 
Could that have been given in such terms that the company 
commanders got the idea that this should include that part 
of the civilian population which supported the VC? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 
wasn't--

To do away with them, sir? 

Yes. 

NO, I do not believe so, sir. It certainly 

Q. (Interposing) I understand you testified this 
certainly was not said specifically. 

A. Sir, I do not think it was inferred, sir. 

~:' ~;';~~i~) '. 
'I,. 

Q. Included in the field order, were there instruc-
tions, specific instructions, to watch out for them the best " 
you could, and to see that no harm came to noncombatant civil"­
ians. Was that discussed on the 15th? 

A. Sir, I do not think it was referred to, sir. 

, COL WILSON: Did you go aboard a helicopter on the 15th 
wi th Colonel BARKER, Captain MEDINA', and Captain MICHLES, 
,for a reconnaissance of this area? 

A,. I have to think, sir. We did it all the time. 
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a. T h i s  would 
t i o n ,  f l y i n g  o v e r  t h e  

A. 
I d i d ,  because I ' w e n t  
an o p e r a t i o n ,  and I 
I do n o t  know if. i t  
Sometimes Colonel  B 
a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n .  
w i th  him i n  h i s  command s h i p .  I a m  s u r e  I went  o v e r  t h a t  
a r e a  t h a t  day.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  when I t a l k e d  t o  him, w e  were 
d i s c u s s i n a  t h e  LZ and what cover  i t  might  a f f o r d  t h e  enemy. 

Sometimes he would take up t h e  commanders 

2 

I a m  s u r e  t h a t  I was on t h e  chopper w i t h  h i m  t h a t  day. 
Whether I w a s  there  w i t h  a l l  those f e l l o w s ,  I cannot  recall.  
Normally, we d i d  n o t  have t h a t  many a t  one t i m e  on one 
chopper.  

Q. Was there  any d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  abou t  
a r t i l l e r y  and ground c o n c e n t r a t i o n ?  

A. There w a s  q u i t e  a b i t  of d i s c u s s i o n  and Colonel  
BARKER took  q u i t e  a w h i l e ,  n o t  q u i t e  a w h i l e ,  b u t  he gave 
a l o t  of t hough t  t o  t h e  p r e p .  H e  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  
t h e  bes t  p l a c e s  t o  f i re  h i s  p rep .  I cannot  t e l l  what was 
going through h i s  mind, b u t  I a m  s u r e  he  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  
f i g u r e  o u t  t h e  bes t  p l a c e s  t o  f i re  h i s  p r e p .  
know t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  was made w i t h  Capta in  VAZQUEZ--was 
made w i t h  someone. 

Q. You w e r e  w i t h  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  as I unde r s t and  
i t ,  2 weeks. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. S i r ,  I ' d  s a y ,  f r a n k l y ,  t h e  dates e s c a p e  m e .  

10: When d i d  you come i n  coun t ry?  

A. T h i r d  of February ,  s i r ,  and I s p e n t  10  days 
t r y i n g  t o  get  up n o r t h .  
6 days.  It w a s  p robab ly  1 8  days.  I a m  s u r e ,  i n  my own 
mind, t h a t  i t  was between 20  and 26-27 February  1968 when I 
a r r i v e d  t h e r e .  

COL WILSON: 
t e l l i g e n c e  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  area? 

Because I 

I had t o  go t o  a s c h o o l  f o r  a n o t h e r  

D i d  you have any p r e v i o u s  background of i n -  
, 
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Q. This would have been on the day before 
tion, flying over the Pinkville complex? 

.A"':' " 

A. I say that there \~asarealg6od. '''':':t''h'c'a'''t~'''''~?·'''~iiJ!i,''''~~~ .. ; 
I did, because I' went out. practically' everY .. inorning before 
an operation, and I am sure Imust;have gone .. with them. 
I do not know if. it was with those. people specifically. 
Sometimes Colonel BARKER would.take up myself and the 
artillery liaison. Sometimes he would take up the conunanders 
with him in his conunand ship. I am sure I went over that 
area that day. As I recall, when I talked to him, we were 
discussing the LZ and \-Ihat cover it might afford the enemy. 
lam sure that I was on the chopper with him that day. 
Whether I was there with all those fellows, I cannot recall. 
Normally, we did not have that m~nyat one time on one 
chopper. 

Q. Was there any discussion at that time about 
artillery and ground concentration? 

A. There was quite a bit of discussion and Colonel 
BARKER took quite a while, not quite a while, but he gave 
a lot of thought to the prep. He was trying to figure out 
the best.places to fire his prep. I cannot tell what was 
going through his mind, but I am sure he was trying to 
figure out the best places to fire his prep. Because! 
know the conversation was made with Captain VAZQUEz--was 
made with someone. 

Q. You were with the task force, as I understand 
it, 2 weeks. Is that correct? 

A. Sir, I'd say, frankly, the dates escape me. 

IO; When did you come in country? 

A. Third of February, sir, and I spent 10 days 
trying to get up north. I had to go to a school for another 
6 days. It was probably 18 days. I am sure, in my own 
mind, that it was between 20 and 26-27 February 1968 when I 
ar:d ved there. 

COL WILSON: Did you have any previous background of in~ 
tel1igence in this particular area? I 
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A. 
unit. I was a t  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  sou th  of Quang Ngai and 
toward t h e  mountains t o  t h e  w e s t ,  a p l a c e  c a l l  Binh T r a i ,  
and a l s o  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  Duc.Pho, where t h e  brigade w a s  a 
t h i s  t i m e .  T h e  a d v i s o r  group was k i n d  of loose  and w e  
t r a v e l e d  a l l ,  over, t h e  a r e a  and 
province .  ' I had d r i v e n  up t h e r  
mis taken ,  ,I w e n t  swimming up, t h  

I w a s  .... t h e r e '  i n  196 .2 '  

Q. Did you f e e l  t h a t  you had adequate  t i m e  from y o u r  
a r r i v a l  and your  movement t o  t h i s  a r e a  t o  make an adequate  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  assessment? 

A. W e l l ,  I never  m a d e  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  assessment  j u s t  
on in fo rma t ion  of my own. I would a l s o  c o o r d i n a t e  wi th  t h e  
b r i g a d e ,  w i t h  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE. 
o c c a s i o n s .  I a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  MI people  on numerous oc- 
c a s i o n s .  I f e e l  probably t h a t  I d i d .  

I t a l k e d  t o  him on numerous 

Q. Once a g a i n ,  was t h e  o p e r a t i o n  h e r e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
conceived by Task Force Barker  o r  t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A. I t h i n k  i t  was conce ived  by Colonel  BARKER. I 
am n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  so. 

MR WALSH: What were t h e  c i r cums tances  under  which Colonel 
HENDERSON s a i d :  "When w e  g e t  th rough w i t h  t h e  48 th ,  t h e y  w o n ' t  
give us any more t r o u b l e .  " 

A. That  was s a i d  on ,  as I recal l ,  on 1 6  March when 
he came up t h e r e .  I recal l  him s a y i n g  it. I can  o n l y  s a y  
t h a t  I hope t h a t  was t h e  time, because  I s a w  Colonel  HENDERSON 
on  numerous occas ions .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I re- 
member him s a y i n g  t h a t  t hey  were going  t o  do t h e  48th  i n .  
Tha t  was o u r  j o b  t h a t  day.  
t h a t  day,  to do t h e  48th i n .  
I a m  almost sure--  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was it b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  had 
commenced? 

W e  a l l  t h o u g h t  t h a t  w a s  o u r  job 
I t h i n k  t h a t  Co lone l  HENDERSON, 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Was it w h i l e  t h e  ope ra t ion - -  

i 
Q. 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The o p e r a t i o n  had a l r e a d y  been 
going on. 
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A. I was : there. In; 19~2 as an 'advis 'or :' to " an-' ~RvN,,);~p!:;'f(;:;t!i i0," Ll 
unit. I was at Quang L'lgal Cl ty, south of Quang Nga~ and'.: , it~:;;(" '::'<'" <;'1 
toward the mountains to the west, a place call Binh Trai / '~!;'fiF - :' '''l 
and also a place called Duc Pho, where the brigade was , at:ts,).'. 
this time • The advisor group was kind of loose and we ;-t,~t.};i 
traveled all . over the area and went driving through the. . t:~~S:. 
province • . I had drive n up there because, if I am not \t~'i'\': 
mistaken, .I : went swimming up . there orie;i qay. :~" ;~~: 

. " ... ~ ". . . , "-";!.~ .. " 
: '<i.;.~ .. '. :,; ... " . 

Q. Did you feel that 
arrival and your move ment to 
intelligence assessment? 

you had adequate time from your 
this area to make an adequate 

A. Well, I ne ver made an intelligence assessment just 
on information of my own. I would also coordinate with the 
brigade, with Colone l BLACKLEDGE. I talked to him on numerous 
occasions. I also talke d to the HI pe ople on numerous oc- ' 
casions. I feel probably that I did. 

Q. Oncp. again, was the operation h e re at this time 
conceived by Tas k Force Barker or the 11th Brigade? 

A. I think it was conceived by Colonel BARKER. I 
am not sure, but I think so. 

MR WALSH: What were the circumstances under which Colonel 
HENDERSON said: "When we get through with the 48th, they won 't 
gi ve us any more trouble." 

A. That was said o n, as I re call, on 16 March when 
he came up there. I r e c a ll him saying it. I can only say 
that I hope that was the time, because I saw Colonel HENDERSON 
on numerous occasions . . To the best of my knowledge, I re­
member him saying that the y were going to do the 48th in. 
That was our job that day. We all thought that was our job 
that day, to do the 48th in. I think that Colonel HENDERSON, 
I am almost sure--

Q. 
commenced? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 
going on • 

(KOTOUC) 
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10: Did Colonel  HENDERSON come up t o  LZ D o t t i e  t o  
t a l k  t o  t h e  commanders i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera- 
t i o n  beginning? 

A .  I do n o t  reca l l  h i m  doing t h a t ,  s i r i  I would n o t  
s a y  h e  d i d n ' t ,  b u t  I do  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him. I t h i n k  
General LIPSCOMB w a s  about  t o  l e a v e .  H e  w a s  up there w i t h  
General  LIPSCOMB when h e  s a i d  good-bye. I f  they  d i s c u s s e d  
it a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I do n o t  know. 

Q. 1 would l i k e  t o  q u a l i f y  one matter on your  coun- 
sell a l though I do  n o t  expec t  your  counse l  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s .  
A t  any t i m e  you s o  desire,  you may seek guidance and assist- 
ance from t h e  c o u n s e l ,  and he  i s  free t o  p rov ide  i t  for you. 
I want t h a t  c l a r i f i e d  because i t  was n o t  my i n t e n t i o n ,  l i e u -  
t e n a n t ,  t o  r u l e  you o u t  of t h i s .  

WIT : I would l i k e  t o  t e l l  t h e  people  why I b rough t  
t h e  counse l  w i t h  m e .  T h e  counse l  works f o r  m e  i n  an i n d i r e c t  
c a p a c i t y .  
cussed  w i t h  my commanding o f f i c e r  down there .  
been t o  one of these before, and h e  s a i d  t o  take t h e  c o u n s e l  
w i t h  m e .  So I b rough t  my counse l  w i t h  m e .  

.., , . , ' 

I d i s c u s s e d  t h e  t h i n g  w i t h  h im,  and it was d i s -  
I have never  

10: You a r e  f r e e  t o  have him. T h i s  i s  your  r i g h t .  : ' ,::I ..:. , 

.. 
I;, 
?$ ,:s, Was any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g i v e  t o  the  c i v i l i a n s  who ,x ( 3  resided i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  a f t e r  the o p e r a t i o n ?  ;.,w 
':;% 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I went o u t  there- -  .I?, 
. . ,*a 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You went o u t  there--<!here? 

A. Out t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a rea ,  and t a l k e d  to  Cap ta in  
MEDINA. T h e r e  were c i v i l i a n s  there .  There were a bunch of 
c i v i l i a n s  s t a n d i n g  around,  and he  r e p o r t e d .  I t  w a s  a normal 
procedure  f o r  Colonel  BARKER to send  m e  o u t ,  sometimes d u r i n g  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and sometimes a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t o  t a l k  t o  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and t r y  t o  g a t h e r  what i n t e l l i g e n c e  I could .  
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Did Colonel 
to the commanders 
beginning? 

~ -~ ... ' ' , .' . 

HENDERSON come up to LZ Dottie to 
in the task force prior to the opera-

A. I do not recall him doing that, ~f~;; I would not 
say he didn't, but I do not recall seeing him. I think 
General LIPSCOMB was about to leave. He was up there with 
General LIPSCOMB when he said good-bye. If they discussed 
it at that time, I do not know. 

Q. I would like to qualify one matter on your coun-
sel, although I do not expect your counsel to answer questions. 
At any time you so desire, you may seek guidance and assist­
ance from the counsel, and he is free to provide it for you. 
I want that clarified because it was not my intention, lieu­
tenant, to rule you out of this. 

WIT: I would like to tell the people why I brought 
the counsel with me. The counsel works for me in an indirect 
capacity. I discussed the thing with him, and it was dis­
cussed with my commanding officer down there. I have never 
been to one of these before, and he said to take the counsel 
with me. So I brought my counsel with me. 

10: You are free to have him. This is your right. 

Was any consideration give to the civilians who 
resided in My Lai (4) after the operation? 

A. Yes, sir, I went out there--

Q. (Interposing) You went out there--I!here? 

A. Out to the operation area, and talked to Captain 
MEDINA. There were civilians there. There were a bunch of 
civilians standing around, and he reported. It was a normal 
procedure for Colonel BARKER to send me out, sometimes during 
the operation, and sometimes after the operation, to talk to 
the civilians and try to gather what intelligence I could. 
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Q. w e  w i l l  come..+ 
back t o  the.  p l ann ing  s t a g  
o p e r a t i o n .  Were’ t h e r e  no 
care and hand l ing  o f  t h e  
BARKER had j u s t  been i s s u  
have been obvious t h a t  you were going t o  have- - tha t  t h e r e  
w a s  going t o  be a r e fugee  problem of  c o n s i d e r a b l e  magnitud 
Was any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g iven  t o  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s .  I t  w a s  an SOP f o r  t h e  uni 
when c i v i l i a n s  were p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  i f  a f i g h t  was go- 
i n g  on,  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  would be  t aken  and moved down t h e  
road ,  i n  t h i s  case t o  Quang Ngai C i t y .  W e  t o l d  them t o  please 
g e t  o u t  of  t h e  a r e a ,  and go down t o  Quang Ngai C i t y .  
been t e l l i n g  those  people  fo r  a long  t i m e  t o  get o u t  o f  
t h e r e  and l i v e  i n  Quang Ngai C i t y  where they  had r e f u g e e s  
p l a c e s .  I t  w a s  a p o l i c y ,  and I p e r s o n a l l y  s a w  it happen 
when they  t a k e  t h e  people  and j u s t  move them th rough  t h e  l i n e s  
and go down t h e  road.  Normally, w i th  a l l  t h e  s h o o t i n g ,  t hey  
were scared, and they  would go on down t h e  road .  We d i d  n o t  
a p p o i n t ,  and say: “You t a k e  c i v i l i a n s  down the road.“ W e  
d i d  n o t  do t h a t .  

W e  had 

Q. Were there  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  by Colonel  
BARKER or  Colonel  CALILHOUN, by your  5 5  or  anybody, t o  take 
adequate  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  marching these c i v i l i a n s  o u t  of 
t h e  area, moving them down i n  an o r d e r l y  f a s h i o n  t o  Quang 
Ngai C i t y ,  and a s s u r i n g  t h a t  t hey  were a d e q u a t e l y  cared f o r ?  

A.  There was n o t ,  because I b r o u g h t  it up myse l f .  
I wanted t o  know w h a t  k i n d  o f  release p o i n t  t h e y  wanted 
fo r  t h e  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n .  And t h e y  s a i d  t o  do i t  l i k e  
normal ly ,  and move them down t h e  road .  

(I. Were t h e  c i v i l i a n s  a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  Qumg Ngai C i t y  
n o t i f i e d  of t h i s ?  . 
A. I do no t  know, s ir .  I d i d  n o t  n o t i f y  them. I 
do n o t  know i f  t h e y  were o r  n o t .  i 

Q. 
s t a f f ?  

How many peop le  d i d  you have on t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  

A. One, a sergeant.  
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Q. We will come back to the bivilians. 
back to the, planning stages",,',:the dir'ect;ive,i'!st,'a"S re:!3,):,q:fi,,'I:,t:/:l,E~j~, 
operation ~ \vere there not any considerations g ven 
care and handling of the civilians? If the order of 
BARKER had just been issued to destroy the place, it woul 
have been obvious that you were going to have--that there' 
was going to be a refugee problem of considerable magni 
Was any consideration given to that? 

A. Yes, sir, there was. It was an SOP for the unit 
when civilians were present in the area, if a fight was go­
ing on, the civilians would be taken and moved down the 
road, in this case to Quang Ngai City. We told them to please 
get out of the area, and go down to Quang Ngai City. We had 
been telling those people for a long time to get out of 
there and live in Quang Ngai City where they had refugees 
places. It was a policy, and I personally saw it happen " 
when they take the; people and just move them through the lines 
and go down the road. Normally, with all the shooting, they 
were scared, and they would go on down the road. \\Ie did not 
appoint, and say: "You take civilians down the; road." We 
did not do that • 

Q. Were there any instructions issued by Colonel 
BARKER or Colonel CALHOUN, by your S5 or anybody, to take 
adequate provisions for marching these civilians out of 
the area, moving them down in an orderly fashion to Quang 
Ngai City, and assuring that they were adequately cared for? 

A. There was not, because I brought it up myself. 
I wanted to know what kind of release point they wanted 
for the civilian population. And they said to do it like 
normally, and move them down the road. 

Q. Were the civilians authorities at Quang Ngai City 
notified of this? • 

A. I do not know, sir. I did not notify them. I 
do not know if they were or not. 

Q. 
staff? 

A. 

(KOTOUC) 

How many people did you have on the intelligence 

One, a sergeant. 
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Q. 
o t h e r  

also,  have so  
people  to h a n d l e  your  t e l ephones ,  

,>,.,*q,,<,.: , .. 
t:,:,4,~,%:, . :  , :' A. W e l l ' ,   we ha8 one vounq man'. ' I 'can n o t  recal l  . .a . *\ - - 

h i s  name. H e  was a s p e c i a l i s t  f o u r .  Me d i d  o u r  m a i l  and 
such as t h a t .  And Se rgean t  J O H N S O N .  And we had a s i g n a l  
o f f i c e r ,  a l i e u t e n a n t ,  T h e  l i e u t e n a n t  was a s i g n a l  o f f i c e r ,  
and he  had a s e r g e a n t  and some linemen. I am s u r e  h e  had ,  
they  changed c o n s t a n t l y ,  two o r  t h r e e  a t  t h e  m o s t .  The 
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  r a d i o  t r a f f i c  was handled by Major CALHOUN, 
p e r s o n a l l y .  The m a j o r i t y  of it was handled  by S e r g e a n t  
JOHNSOX--handled t h e  r a d i o  t r a f f i c .  A t  n i g h t  w e  had a 
c a p t a i n ,  h i s  name escapes  m e ,  a lso,  who handled  i t  a t  n i g h t  
a l o n g  wi th  t h e  sergeant--24-hour type  t h i n g .  W e  d i d  n o t  
have any e n l i s t e d  pe r sonne l  of lower rank t h a n  master ser- 
g e a n t  t h a t  used t h e  r a d i o .  

Q.  What were your  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  t h e  52nd M I  
Detachment? 

A. They gave m e  funds for--when they  b r o u g h t  i n  
e x p l o s i v e s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  that--pay o f f .  I would go and 
t a l k  t o  them abou t  t h a t ,  and they  would g i v e  m e  my funds  and 
I would s i g n  f o r  them. 
t ha t  w e  s e n t  back .  I t h i n k  p robab ly  a l l  of them, a c t u a l l y .  
I have been down and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  M I  peop le  a t  b r i g a d e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  Duc Pho, on d i f f e r e n t  occas ions .  I ' d  t a k e  
t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  whom I had. But my i n t e r p r e t e r ,  a V i e t -  
namese boy, was p a i d  through them somehow o r  2 t h e r .  

Q. The Vietnamese worked d i r e c t l y  f o r  you? 

A. The Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  was r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  m e .  

They handled  some o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  

Q .  Coming down t o  the t i m e  o f  t h e  opera t ion ,  1 would 
l i k e  you t o  t e l l  U S ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of y o u r  recol lect ion,  t h e  
r e p o r t s  t h a t  were coming back i n  from t h e  combat a s s a u l t  of 
c/1/20.  

- 1  
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Q • S e r ge an tWho ?' ~ . , '~"'~i',;' :;::;~::~~,~.j~t7~~~~~~~;',!6';;: O'i ' •• 
A. His name escapes me , too. They had just the'" 
one sergeant on the intelligence staff, off and on. The 
brigade would send an In lieutenant, and he'd be there 
for a few 'days,' then he'd be gone,., a. month.' 

<0' ',,' ;. 

~:. /::':~'~"}/:;":,~,'_" ~' ',1 

Q. ·bid you. also, have some radio .opexator there, 
other people to handle your telephon.es,· c:.o.11lr;lunications? 

';;',1' " 

A. WelI',we had one young man'. ,{'ican not recall 
his name. He was a specialist four. He did our mail and 
such as that. And Sergeant JOHNSON. And we had a signal 
officer, a lieutenant, The lieutenant ,vas a signal officer, 
and he had a sergeant and some linemen. I am sure he had, 
they changed constantly, tvlO or three at the most. The 
majority of the radio traffic was handled by Major CALHOUN, 
personally. The majority of it was handled by Sergeant 
JOHNSO:~--handled the radio traffic. At night we had a 
captain, his name escapes me, also, who handled it at night 
along with the sergeant--24-hour type thing. We did not 
have any enlisted personnel of lower rank than master ser­
geant that used the radio. 

Q. What were your relationships with the S2nd MI 
Detachment? 

A. They gave me funds for--when they brought in 
explosives and things like that--pay off. I would go and 
talk to them about that, and they would give me my funds and 
I would sign for them. They handled some of the prisoners 
that we sent back. I think probably all of them, actually. 
I have been down and talked to the MI people at brigade 
headquarters, Duc Pho, on different occasions. I'd take 
the interpreter whom I had. But my interpreter, a Viet­
namese boy, was paid through them somehow or :lther. 

Q. The Vietnamese worked directly for you? 

A. The Vietnamese interpreter was responsible to me. 

Q. Coming down to the time of the operation, I would 
like you to tell us, to the best of your recollection, the 
reports that were coming back in from theconibat assault of 
C/l/20. 
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A. The morning o f ’ t  
and l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  r a d i o  t 
guess  everyone was t h e r e ,  l i k e  I said.  
there  because they  wanted t o  f i n d  o u t  how t h i n g s  were g 
i n g .  The Lz were marked-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  May I s t o p  you here j u s t  t o  ask 
you a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n ?  How f a r  was t h e  LZ from t h e  v i l l a g  
and i n  what  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  500 ,  maybe 1,000. meters, i t  i s  ve ry  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  reca l l .  I r e c a l l  the LZ be ing  s o u t h  of  the 
v i l l a g e ,  and maybe a l i t t l e  west.  

Q. 
w i l l  be going t o  anyway. Proceed w i t h  your  s t o r y .  

A. T h e  morning of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  I went t o  t h e  TOC 
t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  reports ,  and w e  had everybody tuned  i n  so  
w e  cou ld  monitor  t h e  whole t h i n g .  They went i n .  As I reca l l ,  
they  had a “ c o l d “  LZ,  and everyone w a s  happy. T h a t  i s  
what w e  wanted. But  t h e n ,  j u s t  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e y  had 
a “ h o t ”  LZ, had some f i re .  . I cou ld  hear it on t h e  r a d i o  as 
t h e y  were t a l k i n g  a b o u t  it. 

I can c l a r i f y  t h i s  l a t e r  on an aer ia l  pho to  which I 

Q. Could you t e l l  o v e r  t h e  radio whether  it w a s  
f r i e n d l y  f i r e  o r  h o s t i l e  f i re?  

A. I recall t h a t  t h e y  said t h a t  t h e y  were r e c e i v i n g  
f i re ,  so I assumed someone w a s  s h o o t i n g  a t  o u r  u n i t .  They 
w e r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  gunsh ips .  
j o b  w a s  t o  s c r e e n .  I t h i n k  it was a s c r e e n i n g  mis s ion  i m -  
p l i e d  o r  g iven  t o  t h e  gunsh ips ,  as w e l l  as t a rge t s  of op- 
p o r t u n i t y ,  which w a s  normal.  

Q. A r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  gunships  t h a t  escorted 
t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A.  I have  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h i s  an awful  l o t ,  and I be- 
I do 

not  know i f  t h e y  were wha t  w e  would t e r m  a s  escort. I am 
s u r e  they were i n  t h e  area a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  a s s a u l t  took place. 
I have been t h i n k i n g  abou t  t h i s ,  and it j u s t  s t r i kes  me t h a t  
t h a t  i s  t h e  way it w a s .  

I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  gunsh ips ’  

l i e v e  t h e  gunships  were there p r i o r  t o  t h e  a s s a u l t .  1 

i 
Q. D o  you know who the  f l i g h t  leader was? 

--' 

&$ 

• 
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, . .,:':)~lm'i{:'H/ 
A. The morning of thE!' op~r~~j"qn;:' :r:<wl2\!1t to, 
and listened to the radio to see how.tnings were 
guess everyone was there, like I said., They were always. '! 
there because they wanted to find out how things were go- II', 
ing. The LZ were marked-- . 

Q. (Interposing) Hay I stop you here iust 
you another question? How far was the LZ from the 
and in what direction? 

A. As I recall, 500, maybe 1, 000 meters, it is very 
difficult to recall. I recall the LZ being south of the 
village, and maybe a little west. 

Q. I can clarify thi's later on an aerial photo which I 
will be going to anyway. Proceed with your story. 

A. The morning of the operation I went to the TOC 
to listen to the reports, and we had everybody tuned in so 
we could monitor the whole thing. They went in. As I recall, 
they had a "cold" LZ, and everyone was happy. That is 
what we wanted. But then, just right after that, they had 
a "hot" LZ, had some fire. I could hear it on the radio as 
they were talking about it. 

Q. Could you tell over the radio whether it was 
friendly fire or hostile fire? 

A. I recall that they said that they were receiving 
fire, so I assumed someone was shooting at our unit. They 
were talking about the gunships. I think that the gunships' 
job was to screen. I think it was a screening mission im­
plied or given to the gunships, as well as target? of op­
portunity, which was normal. 

Q. Are you referring to the gunships that escorted 
the combat assault? 

A. I have thought about this an awful lot, and I be-
lieve the gunships were there prior to the assault. I do 
not know if they were what we would term as escort. I am 
sure they were in the area at the time the assault took place. 
I have been thinking about this, and it just strikes me that 
that is the way it was. 

Q. Do you know who the flight leader was? 
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Q. Were you f m i l i a r  w i t h  any ae ro - scou t s  b e i n g  
i n  t h e  area of o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Aero-sccuts? i:1e had S k e e t e r ,  a l i t t l e  bubble, 
i f  t h a t  i s  what  you nean. He would f l y  around and p ick  
o u t  t a r g e t s  of o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  u s ,  p i c k  o u t  movement such  
a s  t h a t ,  s i r .  S k e e t e r  was t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  any o p e r a t i o n  away from 
t h e  immediate a r e a  o f  Fly La i  ( 4 )  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  H i l l  
85 ,  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t he re ,  having  t o  do w i t h  some mortar 
rounds? 

A. I remember H i l l  8 5 ,  and I remember w e  u s e d  t o  
have a l o t  of  t r o u b l e  there .  When we g o t  m o r t a r  f ire on 
one of ou r  u n i t s ,  i t  always seemed t h a t  i t  w a s  coming from 
H i l l  85 .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  day t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  something-- 
I do n o t  know--One day they  s a i d  t h a t  40  mor t a r s  were on 85, 
and w e  thought  t h e y  had caught  t h e  t r o o p s .  I t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  
40  mor ta r  rounds.  I f  t h a t  w a s  t h e  same day or  n o t ,  I do 
n o t  know. But 85 w a s  an enemy h i l l .  

Q. Proceed wi th  your  s t o r y  as f a r  as a f t e r  you  had 
landed .  I want t o  know wha t  i n f o r m a t i o n  you received back 
i n  t h e  headquar t e r s  conce rn ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

, L  I 

A. They were s a y i n g  there  w a s  running--going o u t  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  There w a s  p e r i o d i c  € ' i r i ng  on t h e  radio. I do 
n o t  know whose f i re  i t  w a s ,  j u s t  p e r i o d i c  f i r e ,  though.  It  
was--they were moving i n  and r e p l a c i n g  u n i t s .  
hear  them s a y :  "Move o v e r ;  ge t  o v e r ,  y o u ' r e  t o o  f a r  r i g h t ;  
t o o  f a r  l e f t . "  You could hear t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  I t  r e a l l y  
w a s n ' t  a ve ry  e x c i t i n g  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  morning. 

Q. 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  They sa id  there were peop le  r u n n i n g  
o u t  of t h e  o t h e r  end ,  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  par t .  

You c o u l d  

Were t h e r e  any r e f e r e n c e s  t o  c i v i l i a n s  l e a v i n g  

be 
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A. No, sir. I do not even kn~w \~hom the gunships 
came from. 
when I got 

I thought it was probably---r asked Major CALHOUN 
here, and I did not get ananswer.out of him. 

Q. Were you familiar with any aero-scouts being 
in the area of operation?, 

" I· 

A. Aero-scouts? I':c had Skeeter, a little bubble, 
if that is ~lhat you mean. He would fly around and pick 
out targets of opportunity for us, pick out movement such 
as that, sir. Skeeter was there that day. 

Q. Were you familiar \~ith any operation away from 
the immediate area of Ny Lai (4) in the vicinity of Hill 
85, southeast of there, having to do with some mortar 
rounds? 

A. I remember Hill 85, and I remember we used to 
have a lot of trouble there. When we got mortar fire on 
one of our units, it always seemed that it was coming from 
Hill 85. I believe that day that there was something-­
I do not know--One day they said that 40 mortars were on 85, 
and we thought they had caught the troops. It turned out to be 
40 mortar rounds. If that was the same day or not, I do 
not know. But 85 was an enemy hill. ,,-' 

Q. Proceed \vi th your s tory as far as after you had 
landed. I want to know what information you received back 
in the headquarters concerning the operation. 

A. They were saying there was running--going out of 
the village. There was periodic firing on the radio. I do 
not know whose fire it was, just periodic fire, though. It 
was--they were moving in and replacing units. You could 
hear them say: "Move over; get over, you're too far right; 
too far left." You. could hear things like that. It really 
wasn't a very exciting operation that morning. 

Q. Were there any references to civilians leaving 
the village? 

A. No, sir. They said there were people running 
out of the other end, in the northern part. 
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you t o  review t h e  l o g  down t o  t h e  

I recal l ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  o f  

items check o page three ,  p l e a s e .  
I 

r seen  t h i s  document, of c o u r s e .  Fr 
these e n t r i  -I see something t h a t  I d i d  n o t  recall.  
Somehow I g head t h a t  MICHLES w a s  wa lk ing  o u t  

and walking i n t o  an area. But ,  I do 
n o t  know. as I s a i d ,  t h e  gunships  were t a l k i n g  
about  t a k i n  o p p o r t u n i t y  and t h i s  i s  p r e t t y  
w e l l  abou t  The  69  count  I n o t i c e d  here, s i r ,  

a c t i o n  as t i l l e r y  f i r e .  There was a repo.rt  
b u t  t h e  n t reca l l  i f  6 9  w a s  t h e  number or  n o t .  

e Company r e p o r t e d  69 VC k i l l e d  i n  

here. There w a s  a r e p o r t ,  b u t  I w a s  
i t e  t h a t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. But 
The re  i s  n o t h i n g  there t h a t  I c o u l d  

some of t h o s e  t h i n g s  f r o m  t h e  re- 
n. I t  a l s o  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  
r ts  coming i n ,  and some o f  them were 
were n o t  because  of t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  
ey were c o v e r i n g  any r e p o r t s  up,  b u t  
t a n t  enough t o  log. They were ask-  
t ' s  t h a t ,  w h a t ' s  t h i s ,  where's  t h a t ,  
n o t h i n g  t o  do-- 

Would you c o n s i d e r  t h o s e  r e p o r t s  
where t h e y  would g i v e  you p o s i t i v e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  and so  o 

i 

I 
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been transmitted to 
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memory. I show you the log of 
This is Exhibit M-6 which shows 

log from the brigade, which had' 
from Task Force Barker. 

you to review the log down to the 
page three, please. 

A. Some of I recall, the general nature of 
them, yes. I have ne r seen this document, of course. From 
these entries I recal -I see something that I did not recali. 
Somehow I got it into head that MICHLES was walking out 
there, was put out and walking into an area. But, I do 
not know. I remembe , as I said, the gunships were talking 
about taking targets opportunity and this is pretty 
well about what that The 69 count I noticed here, sir, 
item 28. At 0940 Company reported 69 VC killed in 

!". 

action as a result of ~~~~~ry fire. There was a repQrt 
but the numbers--I do recall if 69 was the number or not. 
I assume it was. It shere. There was a report, but I was 
not aware that it was quite that early in the morning. But 
it may have been, sir There is nothing there that I could 
dispute. I do reco ze some of those things from the re-
ports that in. It also should be noted that 
there were r~norrs coming in, and some of them were 
logged and were not because of the nature of the 
report. I they were covering any reports up, but 
the report was not i ant enough to log. They were ask-
ing for a differen1:--wnat' s that, what's this, where' sthat, 
where's this? They h nothing to do--

Q. (In terpos 
to be definite report 
information and so on 

(KOTOUC) 
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A. c t e d  t o  u s  n o t  recall. 
I think n o t  because w e  t r i e d  t o  monitor,, t h e  
a l l  t h e  r ad ios  and, a l l  t h e  "pushes' 
dur ing t h a t  pe r iod .  

Q. That f i gu re  of 6 9 ,  o r  whatever t he  f i g u r e  ,might 
be, d id  t h a t  seem an unusual number of VC t o  be k i l l e d  by an 
a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. N o ,  sir.  And t h e  reason I say no is  because w e  
had two companies the re  p l u s  t h e  headquar te rs .  And w e  hoped 
w e  were going t o  ca tch  them t h a t  morning. W e  were going t o  
catch them f l a t f o o t e d ,  s o  t o  speak, and I th ink  everyone w a s  
r a t h e r  e l a t e d  t h a t  there were some go t t en  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

0 .  W i l l  you cont inue with your s t o r y ,  l ead ing  up to 
your going i n  t o  see Captain MEDINA? 

A. W e  spent  p a r t  of t he  day the re  a t  Do t t i e ,  I d i d ,  
i n  and o u t  of t h e  TOC. I had a duty t o  do, and it seemed t o  
be going along p r e t t y  much l i k e  t h e  co lone l  wanted them t o  90. 
H e  w a s  happy, so I-- 

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  Was he i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. H e  w a s  using the  TOC. And he  had a r a d i o  i n  h i s  
hootch where he could monitor. H e  could a lso break i n  and 
t a l k  from h i s  hootch, which was e i g h t  s t e p s  from t h e  sou th  
end of t he  TOC. 

Q. During t h i s  ope ra t ion  w a s  he i n  t h e  TOC or  i n  
h i s  hootch? Was he a i rborne?  

A. S i r ,  I th ink  he was a l l  t h r e e ,  a t  one  t i m e  ox 
o t h e r ,  du r ing  t h i s  per iod .  

Q. Who con t ro l l ed  the  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. Major CAI,HOUN, I guess,  if I understood t h e  
ques t ion  c o r r e c t l y .  
would log t h e  t i m e  and a l l  t h a t .  

Q. Yes? 

When t h e  sh ips  were on t h e  ground, pe 
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A. They were no't. directed to us, so' not recall. 
I think not because.we tried to monitor the best we could 
all the radios and .. all the "pushes" that were being operated 
during that period. 

Q. That figure of 69, or whatever the figure ·might 
be, did that seem an unusual number of VC to be killed by an 
artillery prep? 

A. No, sir. And the reason I say no is because we 
had t\'IO companies there plus the headquarters. And we hoped 
we were going to catch them that morning.· We were going to 
catch them flatfooted, so to speak, and I think everyone was 
rather elated that there were some gotten by artillery fire. 

Q. Will you continue with your story, leading up to 
your going in to see Captain MEDINA? 

A. We spent part of the day there at Dottie, I did, 
in and out of the TOC. I had a duty to do, and it seemed to 
be going along pretty much like the colonel wanted them to go. 
He was happy, so I-- • 

Q. (Interposing) Was he in the TOe? 

A. He was using the TOC. And he had a radio in his 
hootch where he could monitor. He could also break in and 
talk from his hootch, which was eight steps from the south 
end of the TOC. 

Q. During this operation was he in the TOC or in 
his hootch? Was he airborne? 

A. Sir, I think he was all three, at one time or 
other, during this period. 

Q. Who controlled the combat assault? 

A. Major CAUlOUN, I guess, if I understood the 
question correctly. When the ships were on the ground, qe 
would log the time and all that. 

Q. Yes? 
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A. I do' n o t  know. I Ot" remembe 

Q. ( I n t e r p d s i n g )  Normal.ly, yo 
o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  and y o u . h a  
The f l i g h t  l e a d e r  i s  from th,e aviat i0n" ' imit .  My q u e s t i o n  
i s  who was t h e  commander of t he  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  morning? 

, .  

A. S i r ,  I t h i n k  Colonel  BARKER went o u t  i n  h i s  C & c .  
I t h i n k  he  d id .  To t h e  best o f  my knowledge, h e  d id .  

Q. When were you w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. T h a t  was i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  . ,  
. .  

Q. What t i m e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  

A. I t  was a f t e r  1 5 0 0 ,  s i r ,  :sometime a f te r  1500 .  I t  
was l i g h t .  I t  was 1 5 0 0 ,  1530.  A s  :I: r eca l l ,  it w a s  1 6 0 0 .  I t  
was about  t h e  t i m e  w e  s t a r t e d  t o - - f o r  h i m  t o  go t o  t h i s  defen-  
s i v e  p o s i t i o n .  

Q .  Had he l i n k e d  up w i t h  B / 4 / 3  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  Did 
you see Cap ta in  MICHLES? 

A. No, I cannot  remember s e e i n g  or  t a l k i n g  t o  Cap-  
t a i n  MICHLES t h a t  day .  Whether t hey  had l i n k e d  up, I w a s  n o t  
aware of i t .  
MICHLES t h a t  day. 

Q. T h i s  w a s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  How- 
e v e r ,  they  had comple te ly  p a s s e d  My L a i  ( 4 )  and were p r e t t y  
w e l l  e i t he r  i n  o r  n e a r  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  area. 
f o r  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  

A. W e  were go ing  t o  bunker  o u r  men i n  t h a t  area. 

Q. Now then ,  t e l l  m e  what else you can  a b o u t  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  coming o u t  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

A.  There w a s  a r e p o r t  from S k e e t e r ,  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t .  The r e p o r t ,  and I .  cannot  q u o t e  it v e r b a t h ~ ~ w a s  some- 
t h i n g  a b o u t  someone g e t t i n g  s h o t  wi.th a machinegun. "Looks l i k e  
t h e y  are s h o o t i n g  them w i t h  a machi.negun. 
th-e road  and i s  g e t t i n g  s h o t  w i t h  a machinegun." The h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t ,  whoever he  was, said somethi.ng l i k e :  " H e  d o e s n ' t  have a 

\ 

They may have ,  b u t  I do n o t  recall s e e i n g  

Had t h e y  s t o p p e d  

" 

Someone i s  going  acrOS 
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A. I do not know. Id6'not' remember'~i 

Q. . (Interposin?,) Normally, you have ~ commanding 
ofhcer for the operat~ons and you. have:, a fl~ght leader. 
The flight leader is from the aviation 'unit. My question 
is who was the corrunander of the operation that morning? 

A. Sir, I think Colonel BARKER went out in his C&C. 
I think he did. To the best of my knowledge, he did. 

Q. When were you with Captain MEDINA? 

A. That was in the afternoon. 

Q. What time in the afternoon? 

A. It was after 1500, sir, sometime after 1500. It 
was light. It was 1500, 1530. As I recall, it was 1600. It 
was about the time we started to--for him to go to this defen­
sive position. 

Q. ,Had he linked up with B/4/3 at that time? Did 
you see Captain MICHLES? 

A. No, I cannot remember seeing or talking to Cap-
tain MICHLES that day. Whether they had linked up, I was not 
aware of it. They may have, but I do not recall seeing 
MICHLES that day. 

Q. This was sufficiently la'te in the afternoon. How-
ever, they had completely passed My Lai (4) and were pretty 
well either in or near the objective area. Had they stopped 
for the afternoon? 

A. We were going to bunker our men in that area. 

Q. Now then, tell me what else you can about the 
operation and the intelligence reports coming out of My Lai (4). 

A. There was a report from Skeeter, from the helicopter 
pilot. The report, and I cannot quote it verbatim, was some-

'thing about someone getting shot with a machinegun. "Looks like 
they are shooting them with a machinegun. Someone is going acros 
th'e road and is getting shot with a machinegun." The helicopter, 
pilot, whoever he was, said something like: "He doesn I t have a 
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weapon , " or  words 'to:. t h a t  
r e p o r t ,  and he  got  h o l d  of  bo th  C a p t a i n  MEDINA and C a p t a i n  
MICBLES, and I a1n:sure:he t a l k e d  t o  both  commanders, al-  
m o s t  p o s i t i v e ,  a n d - h e  t o l d  them: "Make s u r e . : w e  are n o t  
s h o o t i n g  anyone t h a t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y .  L e t ' s  n o t  be  k i l l -  
i n g  any c i v i l i a n s :  . ,  o u t  . t h e  

Q. D i d  you h e a r  them " r o g e r "  t h e  report? 

A.  I h e a r d  MEDINA " r o g e r "  t h e  r e p o r t .  That  w a s  t h e  
l a s t  I hea rd  o f  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  go ing  on. 

Q. D i d  you h e a r  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  b e i n g  i s s u e d  con- ' 

c e r n i n g  bu rn ing  of any houses ,  hoo tches ,  o r  t h e  l i k e ?  

A. N o .  Colonel  BARKER, s a i d  something about  b e i n g  
very  c a u t i o u s  about  t h e  people  i n  t h e  area. W e  d i d  n o t  an- 
t i c i p a t e  any, and he s a i d  s o a e t h i n g  about  t h a t  and h e  w a s ,  
I t h i n k ,  I do n o t  know i f  he  t a l k e d  on t h e  r a d i o  o r  what 
h e  d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  recal l ,  "Don' t  burn  any th ing  down," o r  
any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  r eca l l  t h a t  b e i n g  s a i d :  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  Co lone l  HENDERSON i n s t r u c t  
Colonel  BARKER t o  s t o p  bu rn ing ,  o r  Major CALHOUN o r  anybody 
i s s u e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  stop burn ing  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. I f  I d i d ,  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  it. I d o n ' t  reca.11 
it  a t  a l l .  

Q. Did you g e t  any i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  from t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of an o l d  man conducted  by Cap ta in  MEDINA 
and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. N o ,  s ir ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. I n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been  
abou t  40 VC i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  t h e y  had departed e a r l y  i n  
t h e  morning? 

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  recal l .  I c o u l d ~ w e l l  have ,  b u t  I 
do n o t  reca l l  it. W e  got a l o t  of reports  l i k e  t h a t  on -a ~. 

l o t  o f  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q. When you v i s i t e d  Cap ta in  MEDINA, n o r t h e a s t  of 
My Lai ( 4 )  ,. what  r e p o r t  d i d  h e  g i v e  you a t  t h a t  t ime?  
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weapon," or wordsto:·that effect. Major CALIIOUN got the 
report, and he got hold of both Captain MEDINA and Captain 
MICHLES, and I am: sure: he talked to both commanders, al­
most positive, and.he told them: "Make sure. we are not 
shooting anyone that is not necessary. Let's not be kill­
ing any civilians,out there." They "rogered" the report. 

Q. Did you hear them "roger" the :r::eiort? 

A. I heard 11EDINA "roger" the report. That was the 
last I heard of anything like that going on. 

Q. Did you hear any instructions being issued con-
cerning burning of any houses, hootches, or the like? 

A. No. Colonel BARKER, said something about being 
very cautious about the people in the area. We did not an­
ticipate any, and he said som8thing about that and he was, 
I think, I do not know if he talked on the radio or what 
he did, but I don't recall, "Don't burn anything down," or 
anything like that. I don't recall that being said. 

Q. Did you ever hear Colonel HENDERSON instruct 
Colonel BARKER to stop burning, or Major CALHOUN or anybody 
issue instructions to stop burning the village? 

A. No. If I did, I've forgotten i.t. I don't reca.11 
it at all. 

Q. Did you get any intelligence reports from the 
interrogation of an old man conducted by Captain MEDINA 
and his interpreter? 

A. No, sir, not that I know of. 

Q. Intelligence to the fact that there had been 
about 40 VC in the village, but they had departed early in 
the morning? 

A. Sir, I do not recall. I couldwell have, but I 
do not recall it. We got a lot of reports like that ona 
lot of operations. 

Q.. When you visited Captain MEDINA, northeast of 
My Lai (4), what report did he give you at that time? 
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A.  I g o t  o f f  t h e  s h i  
Cap ta in  MEDINA . . . . .  There was s 
s i t t i n g  by themselves .  Th-ere 
These were a l l  m e n  between t 
When t h e y  a r e  o l d  i t  i s  h a r d . f o r  m e  t o  t e l l  how o l d  t h  
are,  a f t e r  t hey  g e t ' p a s t  4 0 .  I went over and asked t h e m ,  
how t h i n g s  were go ing ,  and he' s a i d  p r e t t y  good..,  H e  s a i d :  
"Did you g e t  t h . a t .  r e p o r t  about  s h o o t i n g  t h a t  c i v i l i a n ? "  
I s a i d  t h a t  I had hea rd  t h a t .  H e  s a i d , t h a t  h e  w a s  
concerned about  i t ,  what they  thought  o r  w h a t ' s  t h e  o p i  
And I sa id  t h a t  when he  had gone through t h e  village--1 
asked him how it w a s ,  and he s a i d  it had been t o r n  up p r e t t y  
bad by r o c k e t  f i r e  o r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  h e  d i d  n o t  know which. 

Q. What k i n d  o f  bod ie s?  

A. J u s t  Vietnamese. And he  a s k e d  m e :  " D o  you 
know t h e  colonel  wanted m e  t o  go back i n " ?  I s a i d :  " Y e s ,  
I had h e a r d . "  When I s a i d  c o l o n e l ,  I meant Co lone l  HENDERSON. 
Colonel  HENDERSON t o l d  N E D I N A ,  I c a n ' t  q u o t e  it b u t  I 
car! 9 ive  you t h e  s u b s t a n c e ,  t o  yo back i n  and go through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  because i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  somebody 
k i l l e d .  I want you t o  go back i n  t h e r e  and to s t a r t  
coun t ing  b o d i e s ,  and I want you t o  s t a r t  l i s t i n g  by male, 
and female.  And h e  wanted t h e  whole r e p o r t ,  sir.  Genera l  

-2. KOSTER-- 
0 
.?> 
-2 ._ 
\.> Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who i s sued- -d id  Co lone l  HENDERSON 

s a y  t h a t  p e r s o n a l l y  t o  him o r  was-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Th i s  was on o u r  r a d i o ,  s i r .  Colonel 
HENDERSON w a s  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r .  I t  came over t h e  r a d i o .  I 
was n o t  t h e r e .  I d i d  n o t  see Colonel HENDERSON, b u t  it came 
over t h e  r a d i o .  

Q. But you a r e  s u r e  it was Co lone l  HENDERSON? 

A. 1 a m  s u r e  it was. 

Q. Could i t  have been Colonel  BARKER or Major CALHOUN? 

A. N o ,  n o t  u n l e s s  Major C A L H O U N ~ g o t  i n  on it t o  Con- 
f i r m  t h a t  w e  had h e a r d  i t .  

Q. B u t  i n  a l l  e v e n t s ,  w i t h  respect t o  whe the r  

A 

it came from anyone o f  t h o s e  or anyone e lse ,  you h e a r d  them 
s a y  t o  r e t u r n ,  t o  make a coun t  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  of 
a l l  casual t ies ,  men, women, and c h i l d r e n ,  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s ?  
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A. I got off the ship and went over to talk. 
Captain MEDINA... There was some Vietnamese there, 
si tting by themselves. There"'0as"a"guar&'standi g:.b~lit1~fi,~~::;~%;r;t');, 'i:",; 
These were all men between the ages of 30 and, maybe, 5 
When they are old it is hard. for me to tell how C'ld they 
are, after they get past 40. I went over and asked them 
how th"ings were going, and he said pretty good. He said: 
"Did you get that. report about shooting that civilian?" 
I said that I had heard that. He saiq·. that he was 
concerned about it, what they thought or what's the opinion. 
And I said that when he had gone through the village--I 
asked him how it was, and he said it had been torn up pretty 
bad by rocket fire or artillery fire, he did not know which. 

Q. What kind of bodIes? 

A. Jus t Vietnamese. And he asked me: "Do you 
know the colonel wanted me to go back in"? I said: "Yes, 
I had heard." Nhen I said colonel, I meant Colonel HENDERSON. 
Colonel HENDERSON told i1EDINA, I can't quote it but I .. 
can 'jive you the substance, ta go back in and go through 
the village because it was reported that there was somebody 
killed. I want you to go back in there and to start 
counting bodies, and I want you to start listing by male, 
and female. And he wanted the whole report, sir. General 
KOSTER--

Q. (Interposing) Who issued--did Colonel HENDERSON 
say that personally to him or was-""· 

A. (Interposing) This was on our rad.:j.o, sir. Colonel 
HENDERSON was in a helicopter. It came over the radio. I 
was not there. I did not see Colonel HENDERSON, but it came 
over the radio. 

Q. But you are sure it was Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I am sure it was. 

Q . Could it have been Colonel BARKER or Major CALHOUN? 

. A. No, not unless Major CALHOUN got in on it to con-
firm that we had heard it. 

Q. But in all events, with respect to whether 
it came from anyone of those or anyone else, you heard them 
say to return, to make a count of civilian casualties, of 
all casualties, men, women, and children, all the details? 
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A. 
no  one p a s s  
a i r .  And G . . , .  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Where? 

A. I n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  s ir .  And h e ,  General  KOSTER, 
s a i d  no because  of t h e  number of booby t r a p s  and t h e  mines. 
There were s t i l l  C h a r l i e s  running around i n  t h e  p a d d i e s ,  and 
they  were s t i l l  g e t t i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e .  He j u s t  d i d n ' t  feel  
it w a s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  company t o  go i n  t h e r e .  
And he t o ld  them: "I j u s e  d o n ' t  want you t o  go back through 
t h e r e .  You have done a f i n e  job  SO f a r .  I d o n ' t  w a n t  you 
t o  go back down t h e r e  and s u b j e c t  y o u r s e l v e s  t o  more dange r  
f o r  a p p a r e n t l y  no reason whatsoever ,  o r  v e r y ,  very  minor 
r e a s o n s . "  And I asked E r n i e :  " W e l l ,  d i d  you go back?" And 
he  s a i d  n o t  afte.: t h e  y e n e r a l  t o l d  him n o t  t o  go back .  

Q.  And d i d  h e  go back? 

A. N o t  a f t e r  h e ' d  been t o l d  by t h e  g e n e r a l  n o t  t o  
go back. 

Q. When w a s  h e  g iven  t h i s  o r d e r ?  

A. I a m  s o r r y ,  s i r ,  I can n o t  recal l  i f  it w a s  t h e  
morning o r  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  H e  w a s  t o l d ,  and I know h e  w a s  
t o l d ,  and I know t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON wanted him t o  go 
look-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you h e a r  Cap ta in  MEDINA or any- 
one else o b j e c t  t o  such  an o r d e r  t o  r e t u r n  t o  Ny L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  concensus of o p i n i o n ,  by 
t h e  moans and yroa!it; arotinil t h e  TOC, w a s ,  "My God. T h e y ' r e  
probably  go ing  t o  send  him back i n  t h e r e  a g a i n . "  

Q. I a m  n o t  a s k i n g  t h a t .  I a m  a s k i n g  whether  you 
h e a r d  C a p t a i n  MEDINA or  somebody o b j e c t  t o  go ing  back i n  
t h e r e ?  \ 

A. N o ,  and I d i d  n o t  h e a r  anyone q u e s t i o n  t h e  o r d e r .  
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A. Right,', sir. It was right on the air. There was 
no one passing notes around. It was right on the bloody 
air. And General KOSTER was there~-

Q. (Interposing) Where? 

A. In a helicopter, sir. And he, General KOSTER, 
said no because of the number of booby traps and the mines. 
There were still Charlies running around in the paddies, and 
they were still getting sniper fire. He just didn't feel 
it was in the best interest of the company to go in there. 
And he told them: "I just don't want you to go back through 
there. You have done a fine job so far. I don't want you 
to go back down there and subject yourselves to more danger 
for apparently no reason whatsoever, or very, very minor 
reasons. " And I asked Ernie: "Well, did you go back? II And 
he said not aftel: the general told him not to go back. 

Q. And did he go back? 

A. Not after he'd been told by the general not to 
go back. 

Q. When was he given this order? 

A. I am sorry, sir, I can not recall if it was the 
morning or the afternoon. He was told, and I know he was 
told, and I know that Colonel HENDERSON wanted him to go 
look--

Q. (Interposing) Did you hear Captain MEDINA or any-
one else object to such an order to return ,to My Lai (4)? 

A. I think that the concensus of opinion, by 
the moans and groans around the TOC, was, "My God. They're 
probably going to send him back in there again." 

Q. I am not asking that. 
heard captain MEDINA or somebody 
there? . 

I am asking whether you 
object to going back in 

A • No, and I did not hear anyone question the order. 

. ' .... .1 
::11 
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When you saw 

I asked h i m ' t h a t .  I s a i  
he  d i d n ' t  know, 20 t o  2 5  
up p r e t t y  bad ,  I d i d  n o t  
coun t ing  them. I think 
he  t o l d  m e .  He a l s o  t o l d  m e  a t  the t i m e ,  which w a s  very  
w e l l  p u b l i c i z e d ,  about  s h o o t i n g  t h a t  woman. H e  t o l d  m e  
about  t h a t  day. I ' d  l i k e  t o  t e l l  .the boa rd  t ha t  C a p t a i n  
MEDINA w a s  upse t  because  he  s h o t  t h e  woman, because h e  f e l t .  
a f t e r w a r d  t h a t  it might  have been a mis t ake .  H e  was j u s t  . . 

u p s e t  about  it, about  s h o o t i n g  h e r .  

Q. Could he  have been  u p s e t  about  someth ing  else? 

A. I f  t h e r e  was something going  on,  I would have 
found ou6 about  it i n  my own mind. 
o u t  t h e r e .  In f a c t ,  1: t h i n k  I gave one of them my p a n t s  
because he  l o s t  his on some barbed  w i r e .  

I t a l k e d  to  the troops 

Q. 
t o  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY? 

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  even know L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY. I 
wou ldn ' t  know him i f  he walked i n t o  t h e  room r i g h t  now. 

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  anyone i n  t h e  1st Platoon t h a t  
you know o f ?  

A. I t h i n k  no.t, s i r .  I di.d n o t  know t h e  men i n  t h e  
company. I d i d  n o t  know them real. w e l l .  
around and v i s i t  w i t h  t h e m .  My main pu rpose ,  one of the main 
purposes  of going o u t  t h e r e ,  was to--Colonel  BARKER always 
wanted t o  know wha-t the d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s  were go ing  to 
b e ,  and w e  would mark i t  on o u r  maps. 
there so E r n i e  c o u l d  show m e  how he  w a s  go ing  t o  p u t  t h e  co 
pany i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  W e  w o u l d . w r i t e  it on the map, and 
I would w r i t e  it on my map. 

main purpose i n  going  o u t  there. 
c a p t i v e s  t h e r e ,  some p r i s o n e r s ,  and h e  wanted m e  t o  come 
ou t  w i t h  my i n t e r p r e t e r  and t a l k  t o  t h e m .  

Who e lse  d i d  you t a l k  to o u t  there? Did you t a lk  

I did n o t  s i t  

took  my map out  

I f  t h e  c o l o n e l  .had any i n s t r u c -  
! 

t i o n s  w r i t t e n ,  he would send  t h e m  w i t h  me. T h a t  w a s  my ! 
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h e  had  some 
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Q. l'/hen you saw Captain MED INA there, did he gi 
you or did you ask for any account of civilian casualties 

A. I. asked him about hOI'l many he thought he saw. 
I asked hiin that. I said: "HOI" many are in there?" He said 
he didn't know, 20 to 25. He saidthat',some of them were blown . 
up pretty bad, I did not ,,,ant to picJ(them up and start 'f;;, 

counting them. I think this was that day, and this is what 
he told me. He also told me at t.'w time, which was very 
well publicized, about shooting that woman. He told me 
about that day. I'd like to tell the board that Captain 
MEDINA was upset because he shot the woman, because he felt 
afterward that it might have been a mistake. He was just 
upset about it, about shooting her. 

Q. Could he have been upset about something else? 

A. If there was something going on, I would have 
found out about it in my own mind. I talked to the troops 
out there. In fact, I think I gave one of them my pants 
because he lost his on some barbed wire. 

Q. Who else did you talk to out there? Did you talk 
to Lieutenant CALLEY? 

A. Sir, I do not even know Lieutenant CALLEY. I 
wouldn't know him if he walked into the room right now. 

Q. Did you talk to anyone in the 1st Platoon that 
you know of? 

A. I think ,10t, sir. I did not know the men in the 
company. I did not know them real well. I did not sit 
around and visi t with them. My main purpose, one of the main 
purposes of going out there, was to--Colonel BARKER always 
wanted to know wha·t the defensive positions were going to 
be, and we would mark it on our maps. ;r took my map out _ . 
there so Ernie could show me how he was going to put the cOlll".' 
pany in for the night. We WOUld. write it on the map, and ' 
I would write it on my map. If the colonel.had any instruc­
tions written, he would send them with me. That was my 
main ~urpose in going out there. In addition, he had some 
captives there, some prisoners, and he wanted me to come ..•. ":~., .. 
out with my interpreter and talk to them. ;~ 
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A. Y e s ,  , I , ' t a l k e d  t o  a f e w  o f  them. 

, ,  
1 ,. 

..>. , ~> . ,  
.., . . .... 

Q. who w a s  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e y  were c o n t r o l l e d  by Cap ta in  MEDINA's 
company. 
t h e r e  w i t h  a gun on them s o  t h a t  t h e y  wou.Ld not run away. 
A l s o ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  were o u t  t h e r e .  

But t h e r e  was a s e r g e a n t  o r  somebody s t a n d i n g  

Q. Who c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Po.Lice? 

A. W e l l ,  I took them o u t ,  b u t  I d i d  n o t  c o n t r o l  
them. They j u s t  h i t c h e d  a r i d e  w i t h  m e  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
and they  wandered around t h e r e  t a l k i n g  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  peo- 
p l e .  
I cl., not  : c n w .  

Q. 
w i th  t h e  u n i t ,  who was r e s p o n s i b l e ?  

One of t h e  N a t i o n a l  Policemen might have been s e n i o r ,  

When you have an a t tachment  f r o m  t h e  ARVN working 

A. S e n i o r  ARVN o f f i c e r s ,  sir.  

Q. Is t h e  ARVN r e s p o n s i b l e ,  o r  i s  a U.S. o f f i ce r  re- 
s p o n s i b l e ?  

A. 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  p e r s o n n e l .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  p o i n t  d i s c u s s e d ?  

A. I h e a r d  i t  d i s c u s s e d  many times. I was an advisor 
f o r  a yea r .  I!z.iq times t h e y  t o l d  u s :  "You d?  n o t  give 
ARVN o r d e r s .  " 

Q. B u t ,  t h i s  i s  an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  t h a n  
i n  an a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y .  

A. I f  t h e r e  were A R V N ' s  under  C a p t a i n  MEDINA'S com- 
mand, o r  Co lone l  BARKER'S command, I do not know about it, sjr. 

Q. Was an American o f f i c e r  w i t h  them, o r  any A m e r i c a n  
e n l i s t e d  p e r s o n n e l ?  

I t  i s  my unde r s t and ing  t h a t  t h e  s e n i o r  ARVN is  
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Q. Did you talk, to: ,them,( 

A. Yes, ,I' talked to a few 0 f them. 

Q. Who was controlling the prisoners? 

A. Well, they were controlled by Captain MEDINA's 
company. But there was a sergeant or somebody standing 
there with a gun on them so that they would not run away. 
Also, the National Police were out there. 

Q. Who controlled the National Police? 

A. Well, I took them out,' but I did not control 
them. They just hitched a ride with me in the helicopter, 
and they wandered around there talking wi,th different peo­
pIe. One of the National Policemen might have been seniQr, 
I dc) not. ;<11c)~'1. 

Q. When you have an attachment from the ARVN working 
with the unit, who was responsible? 

A. Senior ARVN officers, sir. 

Q. Is the ARVN responsible, or is a U.S. officer re-
sponsible? 

A. It is my understanding that the senior ARVN is 
responsible for his personnel. 

Q. Did you ever hear that point discussed? 

A. I heard it discussed many times. I ,'las an advisor 
for a year. Nan:l times they told us: "You d') not give 
ARVN orders." 

Q. But, this is an entirely different situatiori than 
in an advisory capacity. 

A. If there were ARVN's under Captain MEDINA'S com-
mand, or Colonel BARKER's command, I do not know about i t, s~r. 

Q. Was an American officer with t:hem, or any American 
enlisted personnel? 
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l i e u t e n a n t ,  
w a s  an A,mer  
r d i d  n o t  , recognize  bin. Most' of them do n o t  w e a r ,  t h e i r  r a n  

I,. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  JOHNSON t h a t  t o l d  m e .  

, ,', $; . , . 
. .  ' .i 6 ' :  Q. '/. Di.d you know L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON from t h e  52d M I  ! :,: 

Detachment? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

I 
I . Q. Was t h i s  r e p o r t e d ?  

%hat i s  a , v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n .  I am t r y i n g  . I, believe it w a s ,  sir. 

. .  
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A. I am thinking abol.lt.,i.t,and:{::th'.t·~k there 
lieutenant, but he was Vietnamese. I do 'riot:.ieball if 
was an American officer o'.lt'there other than--if there ",as, 
I did not recognize him. Most of them do not wear, their r 

Q. Did you know Lieutenant JOHNSON from the 52d MI 
Detachment? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Yes, sir. 

'Was he there? 

I do not recall JOHNSON being there. 

You don't recall talking to him? 

A. JOHNSON was one' of these officers, I was telling 
you about, from Duc Pho, who would come up and would stay 
for a period of time. ,I f JOHNSON was out there 'that day, I 

,do not recall it. 

Q. ·When you were out there , did JOHNSON, 'MEDINA, or 
C\Dyonc~ else inform or advise .you that ·the National Police had, 
'xecuted one or more of the VC suspects? 

Yes, sir, but it was' not JOHNSON that told me. 

Who told or advised you? 

I ,saw it', sir .. I saw them take the man behind 
he hootch, and I heard a rifle go off. I saw a National 
oliceman come back without the·man. And Captain MEDINA 
aid: "Let's knock that off, that is not the way we handle 

people around here." 

How many--did this happen more than once? 

Two at the very most, because MEDINA was awfully 
did not want the policeman going aro,und ad. He 

hooting I . 
Q .. 

people in, the area. , 

, Was this reported? 
I 

'llhat is a ,very important question. I am trying 
Ii believe it was, sir. 

'c 
-...:..~,. 

(2')' 
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Q. Did you e v e r  e n t e r  i t  i n t o  your  log? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q. D i d  you recognize  t h i s  as an a t r o c i t y ,  v i o l a t i o n  
of t h e  r u l e s  of t h e  l a n d  war fa re?  

A .  S i r ,  t o  m e  i t  c e r t a i n l y  was, s i r .  

Q. Was t h e .  Na t iona l  Pol ice--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d  n o t  see t h e  body. I want t o  
make. it c l e a r ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  he  w a s  shot:  i n  t h e  a r m  o r  t h e  
f o o t  o r  where ,  I do n o t  know. T o  m e  i t  was n o t  n e c e s s a r y .  
The man was there ,  and we had  h i m  i f  w e  wanted t o  t a l k  t o  him, 
w e  could t a l k  t o  h i m .  A s  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r . ,  I c o u l d  
n o t  t a l k  . t o  the  dead man very  w e l l .  T h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  
from my expe r i ence  o v e r  there ,  i n  a little over  t h e  y e a r  I 
had been i n  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Police d i d  p r e t t y  . w e 1 1  much 
what t they p l e a s e d .  t7e had r e p o r t e d  i t ,  I had reported it. 
many t i m e s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and rio.thing had e v e r  happened. 

. .  

A t  wha t  p o i n t  o f  time w a s  your  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  

I w a s  i n  Quang Ngai from September u n t i l  C h r i s t m a s  

Then you w e r e  t h e r e  from 1 9 6 2  t o  1 9 6 3 .  Now,  w e  

I 
Q. 
a r e a j o f  Quang N g a i  i n  an a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. 1 day f 1 9 6 2 .  Then I went down s o u t h  as an a d v i s o r .  

Q. 
a r e  a l k i n g  ab0u.t a p e r i o d  5 y e a r s  l a t e r ,  b u t  you s t i l l  
have t h e  same a p p r e c i a t i o n  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e ?  

n o t  nde r  my o r d e r s  o r  o r d e r s  from Cap ta in  MJ3DINA. They 
A. 

h i t c h e d  a r ide o u t  there. They asked  i f :  t h e y  c o u l d  r ide 
o u t  :there, and t h e y  were welcome t o  r i d e .  
do dot  know. 

Y e s ,  s ir ,  I s u r e  do.  The N a t i o n a l  Pol ice  w e r e  

1 
1 

~ ~. 

What t h e y  d i d , '  I 
I t  w a s  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t  and t h e y  were t h e  police.  

Had t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  been'  cleared w i t h  t h e  ARVN?. 

/ 
/ 

CONFIDEN'l.'IAL 

/ 
/ Q. Illio reported it? "1 ' 

,", ~" 

A. vie 1 1 , I did for one thing, but I didn' t--I re-
ported it to my co~~anding officer. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
of the 

A. 

Q. 

Did you ever enter it into your log? 

No, sir, I did not. 

Did you recognize this as an atrocity, violation 
rules of the land warfare? 

Sir, to me it certainly was, sir. 

Was the. National Police--

A. (Interposing) I did not see the body. I want to 
make it clear, I don't know if he was shot: in the arm or the 
foot or where, I do not know. To me it vIas not necessary. 
The man was there, and we had him if we wanted to talk to him, 
we could talk to him. As an intelligence officer, I could 
not talk to the dead man very well. The National police, 
from my experience over there, in a little over the year I 
had been in country, the National Police did pretty well much 
what' they pleased. \'le had reported it, I had reported it, 
many1times in the past, and nothing had ever happened. 

Q. I At what point of time was your experience in the 
arealof Quang Ngai in an advisory capacity? 

l . 
A. I I was in Quang Ngai from SepteIliber until Christmas 
day 1£ 1962. Then I went down south as an advisor. 

Q. Then you were there from 1962 to 1963. Now, we 
are alking abou·t a period 5 years later, but you still 
havelthe same appreciation of the National police? 

A. ' Yes, sir, I sure do. The National Police were 
not nder my orders or orders from Captain MEDINA. They 
hitched a ride out there. They asked if they could ride 
out~here, and they were welcome to ride. What they did, I 

, do il,ot know. It was their district and they were the police. 

43' Had this operation been' cleared with the ARVN? 

')". jJ;.:',< I assume it had.' They had to get an AO extension. 1 ,')i~' '.' " •... 

J"" .~/~ ~~ ;t! .. f! 1,;% 
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Tha t  does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean you a r e  going i n  
a s p e c i f i c '  day u n l e s s  they had t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  opera- 

on, and s o  on, t o  g e t  an A0 ex tens ion .  
. .  

W e  normally gave "X" numbers o f  h o u r s .  I had 
n p t  t hough t  about  t h a t  a s p e c t  of it. I suppose t ha t  i f  I 
.,, asked . f o r  .an A 0  e x t e n s i o n ,  we would n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean 
it had been c l e a r e d .  A p o i n t  w e l l  taken.  I know t h a t  w e  
had g o t t e n  an A 0  ex tens ion .  I do n o t  know t h a t  the opera- 

Q. I n  o p e r a t i o n s  of t h i s  s o r t ,  whe,n you are 'going . 
i n t o  a p l a c e ,  d i d  you o r  somebody e l s e  w i t h i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
normally ask f o r  s u p p o r t  by t h e  ARVN o r  by t h e  p rov ince  t o  
o b t a i n  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e ,  t o  o b t a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ,  

A. W e  had occas ion ,  s i r ,  t o  a s k  and r e c e i v e  assist-  
ance i n  the form of Na t iona l  Police and people .  I do know 
&,at they  were r e f e r r e d  t o  as "spook." I donl ' t  know what  

i t se l f  p e r  se had been c l e a r e d  w i t h  t h e  A R V N ' s .  

u l a r  Fo rces ,  o r  Regional Forces? 

e y  were. They were very close-mouthed. 

. Q. Did you f e e l ,  simply having  i n d i c a t e d  t h i s  . to  
Colonel  BARKER, t h a t  t h i s  f u l f i l l e d  ' t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

a t  you had t o  r e p o r t  a t r o c i t i e s ?  

I f e l t  a t ,  t h e  t i m e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I had  done whak 
. 5 shou ld  do. I t o l d  Colonel  BARKER. H e  is my commanding 
. o f f i c e r .  I t  i s  not ,my h a b i t  t o  t a l k  'to o t h e r  t h a n  my i m -  

{ed ia t e  commander. 

I n  I no doubt  i n  my mind a t  a l l .  I r e p o r t e d  it to my com- 
mander. 

You d i d  n o t ,  t h e n ,  r e p o r t  it t o  e i t h e r  t h e  Son 

. I  have no doubt  i n  my mind t h a t  t h e  
a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  c h i e f ,  whoever he  i s ,  knows what  w a s  go ing  

1 ' '  

d 

f 

a .  
Tinh D i s t r i c t  headquar t e r s  o r  t h e  Quang Ngai p r o v i n c e  head- 
q u a r t e r s ?  

I d i d  no t .  

DO you know i f  Colonel  DARKER ~~ ~~ ~ r e p o r t e d  such  t o  them? 

I do n o t  know. I do know t h a t  he d i d  make q u i t e  a 

.' it: 
A. 
f e w  reports t o  Colonel  GAVIN, and tha t  they  were t o g e t h e r  on 
many o p e r a t i o n s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  the conduct  o f  t h e  PF'S t h a t  

i 
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g,.. That does not nece3sarily mean you are going in 
~!1 a specific day unless they ha,d the details of the opera­
;8~o~, and so on, to get an AO extension • 

. ,:' , " . 

'1),. We normally gave "X" numbex's of hours. I had 
l}pt thought about that aspect of it. I suppose that if I 
a,pked for an AO extension, we would not necessarily mean 
it had been cleared. A point well taken. I knOlv that we 
had gotten an AO extension. I do not know that the opera­
tiqn itself per S8 had been cleared with the ARVN's. 

Q. In operations of this sort, whe,n you are going , 
into a place, did you or somebody else within the headquarters 
l10rmally ask for support by the ARVN or by the province to 
qbtain National Police I to obt'ain additional interrogators, 
li:8!?,ular For.ces, or Regional Forces? 

A. We had occasion, sir, to ask and receive assist-
ance in the form of National Police and people. I do know 
tl'\at they were referred to as "spook." I don ft know what 
they were. They were very close-mouthed. 

Q. Did you feel, simply havinq indicated this to 
Colonel BARKER, that this fulfilled the responsibili,ty 
that you had to report atrocities? 
" , 

~. I felt at. the time, sir, that I had done what 
I should do. I told Colonel BARKER. He is my commanding 
officer. It is not my habi t to talk 'to other than my im­
mediate commander ... I have no doubt in my mind that the 
ijational Police chief, whoever he is, knows what was going 
~n, no doubt in my mind at all. I reported it to my com­
mander. 

I Q. You did not, then, repo~t it to either the Son 
~inh District headquarters or the Quang Ngai province head­
quarters? . 

t· I did not. 

}. Do you know if colonel ~ARKER reporteq such to them? 

A. . I do not know. I do know that he did make qui te a 
few reports to Colonel GAVIN, and that they were together on 
~any operations. I think that the conduct of the PF's that 
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were under  Colonel  GAVIN 
I know t h a t  t h e  c o l o n e l  
GAVIN. and Colonel  GAVIN t a l k e d  t o  h i s  s u p e r i o r  abou t  t h e s e  ~~. - 
t h i n g s  and t h e  N a t i o n a l  Policemen. 
hones t .  I do n o t  know where they  f i t  i n  on t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  
I d i d  k n o w . t h a t  t h e y  always seemed t o  be around, and that  

I W i l i  be comple te ly  

- 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  Pol ice  who were o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day came o u t  of 
Son Tinh District .  

Q -  
P i n k v i l l e ,  d i d  h e  g i v e  you s t a t i s t i c s  as f a r  as  t h e  opera- 
t i o n s  r e s u l t s ;  enemy k i l l e d ,  weapons c a p t u r e d ,  and f r i e n d l y  
k ' i  1 l e d ?  

A. I do  n o t  b e l i e v e  so. I d i d  n o t  go and ask him 
€or  t h e  l i s t .  I do n o t  know what h e  vo lun tee red .  H e  d i d  
mention t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and t h e  r o c k e t  f i r e  had 
t o r n  up some bod ies .  H e  t o l d  m e  t h a t ,  and w e  w e r e  con- 
c?rned ,  because  my i n t e r p r e t e r  asked one o f  t h e  Vietnamese 
t h e r e :  "Where are t h e  VC?" The guy had s a i d  t h a t  most of 
them had run  o u t  i n t o  t h e  su r round ing  rice paddy area, 
and t h e  rice a t  t h a t  t i m e  was v e r y  h i g h .  They c o u l d  g e t  
down and h i d e  i n '  it w i t h o u t  t o o  much t r o u b l e .  And C a p t a i n  
MEEDINA asked  m e ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e :  "I a m  concerned  abou t  
t h e  s a f e t y  of t h e  t r o o p s  f o r  t h e  even ing  and f o r  over -  
n i g h t  s t a y  i n  t h i s  area, because w e  know t h e r e  are a l o t  of 
them o u t  t h e r e .  We r an  o u t  a l o t  of them. W e  d i d  n o t  g e t  
those .  " So w e  cons ide red  p r i m a r i l y  t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s ,  
and what d e f e n s i v e  measure might  be  t a k e n  t o  a v o i d  a t t a c k  
t h a t  n i g h t  on t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s ,  

Q. 
t h e r e  from t h e  company. 

A. I s a i d  h e l l o  t o  them. I do n o t  know anyone else 
i n  t h a t  company, s i r ,  e x c e p t  MEDINA. I knew h i s  XO, 
who was a t  Chu L a i  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and t h e  f irst  s e r g e a n t .  
L ieu , tenant  C m L E Y ,  I do n o t  r eca l l .  

Q. f 
day,  o r  do you r e c a l l ?  

When you v i s i t e d  Capta in  MEDINA i n  t h e  area of 

! 

You i n d i c a t e d  you t a l k e d  t o  some o t h e r  peop le  

i 
Was h i s  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  w i t h  Captain ~ ~. ~ MEDINA t h a t  

... 

,A. I do n o t  b e l i e v e  h e  was. It w a s  normal fo r  t h e  
f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  t o  remain e i t h e r  a t  LZ D o t t i e  o r  up a t  Chu L a i  
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were under Colonel GAVIN's.advisory,'itaff,.their·conduct-- .. · 
, - ", ',.!, , ,,' )"'""""1';(':1" ":"'.'" " '." I know that the colonel had mentioned' the coh'duct to ColOne"":""'···i'5,", 

GAVIN, and Colonel GAVIN talked to his superior about these 
things and the National Policemen. I will be completely 
honest. I do not know where they fit in on the structure. 
I did know' that they all'lays seemed to be around, and that 
the National Police who were out there that. day came out of 
Son Tinh District. 

Q. . When you visited Captain MEDINA in the area of 
Pinkville, did he give you statistics as far as the opera­
tions results; enemy killed, weapons captured, and friendly 
killed? 

A. I do not believe so. I did not. go and ask him 
for the list. I do not know what he vOlunteered. He did 
mention that the artillery fire and the rocket fire had 
torn up some bodies. He told me that, and we were con­
c,,"rned, because my interpreter asked one of the Vietnamese 
there: "Where are the VC?" The guy had said that most of 
them had run out into the surrounding rice paddy area, 
and the rice at that time was very high. They could get 
down and hide in it Vii thout too much trouble. And Captain 
MEDINA asked me, at that time: "I am concerned about 
the safety of the troops for the evening and for over-
night stay in this area, becallse we know there are a lot of 
them out there. We ran out a lot of them. We did not get 
those." So we considered primarily these specific questions, 
and what defensive measure might be taken to avoid attack 
that night on their positions. , 
Q. You indicated you talked to some other people 
there from the company. 

A. I said hello to them. I do not know anyone else 
in that company, sir, except MEDINA. I knew his XO, 
who was at Chu Lai at that time, and the first sergeant. 
Lieutenant CALLEY, I do not recall. , 

}: 
i 

Q. J 
. day, 

Was his first sergeant Vlith Captain MEDINA that 
or do you recall? 

;A. I do not believe he was. It Vias normal for the 
,first sergeant to remain either at LZ Doi:tie or up at Chu Lai 
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A .  N O ,  s i r ,  I d i d  not .  I can a l s o  s ta te  t h a t  when 
Colonel HENDERSON came o u t  t h e r e ,  I normally l e f t  t h e  TOC, 
because he wanted t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel BARKER. If he wanted 

ter of cour tesy .  

Q. D i d  you see General YOUNG d u r i n g . t h a t  per iod?  
General YOUNG, the ADC of t h e  America1 Div is ion ,  did you 
see h i m  a t  LZ Do t t i e  du r ing  t h i s  per iod?  

A. I saw the  general  come i n .  occas iona l ly .  It must 
have been c lose  t o  t h a t  pe r iod  when General RYDER w a s  the  
ADC. I th ink  it w a s  G e n e r a l  RYDER who w a s  very  h e l p f u l  i n  
g e t t i n g  supp l i e s .  He came down once i n  a w h i l e  and t a l k e d  
t o  Colonel BARKER. And General KOSTER came by on s e v e r a l  
occasions.  -A 

.T = 
v Q. I a m  t a l k i n g  about these  p a r t i c u l a r  days ,  1 6 ,  
-4 17 ,  and 18? 

', A. S i r ,  I do no t  recall  whether they  were o r  were 
', not  t h e r e  dur ing  t h a t  per iod.  

Q. You did n o t  hear any conversa t ion ,  poss ib ly  between. 
Colonel BARKER and any other s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s ,  concerning t h e  
k i l l i n g  of  noncombatants i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  area dur ing  t h i s  
per iod?  

A. No,. s i r ,  I d i d  not.. 
I (The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1 2 1 4 ' ~ h o u r s , ~  6 December 

(The hear ing  reconvened at 1336 hours ,  6 December 

1969 . )  

1969 .) 
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and hanq.le, the, supply end, administrative;:end, .of '~he 
pari¥'l}~mtJ~r~'.:':I dq .. x;etbelie\,e tha't;':':<:;~p,,~'~in: MEDINA had 
admup.E1.tra:t~ve,ferce tl1e J:"e at:. LZ :'.!)e:tti:e,t'oF', an:, administrativef"~':" . to, ·\_""""W·'-JA~"{" \"'."i ":',,' ~+':, rt,:J"":"<!1b,i'"~·:\r'~;,;·,;",;'''''_,,, 
S ec ~on. ::,"<~'I}'!~:;:;r", '( ,"r: -"" ;, ,;:r:,:r:rl)"'1\t:li~1:t~~~;k~'ih:'i;,;,,,(t .Jf:;:":'" .'. 

, :::: ;~- ')~::\;'~~,:;: "j!;fI;_.';,.',:,'" .: ", ' , -"d'~. ·i:· ,',' }~\~~~~'?:A~:~~:~~,;'::,~>.~?, , ' 
Q.'.''i'Did yeu see .or hear any discussien between Ce 
HENDERSON' and', Celenel BARKER ei ther that' day, .or the next 
.or the felle~ing day, 16, 17, .or 18, cencerning civilian 
casualties in My Lai (4)? 

A. Ne, sir, I did net. I can alse state that when 
Colenel HENDERSON came .out there, I nermally left the TOC, 
because he wanted te talk te Celenel BAru<ER. If he wanted 
te talk te me, he teld me to stay. I slipped .out as a mat­
ter of ceurtesy. 

, "1,,, " , 

Q. 
General 
see him 

Did yeu see General YOUNG during that 
YOUNG, the ADC .of the Americal Divisien, 
at LZ Dettie during this peried? 

peried? 
did yeu 

A. I saw the general ceme in occasienally. It must 
have been clese te that peried when General RYDER was the 
ADC. I think it was General RYDER whe was very helpful in 
getting supplies. He came dewn .once in a while and talked 
te Celenel BARKER. And General KOS'l'ER came by en several 
eccasiens. 

Q. I am talking about these particular days, 16, 
17, and l8? 

A. Sir, I de net recall whether they were .or were 
net there during that period. 

Q. 
Celonel 
killing 
peried? 

A. 

1969. ) 

1969. ) 

(KOTOUC) 

Yeu did net hear any cenversatien, pessibly between. 
BARKER and any other senier .officers, cencerning the 
.of nencembatants in My Lai (4) area during this 

Ne,. sir, I did net. 

(The hearing recessed at. l2l4heurs ,- 6 December 

(The hearing reconvened at 1336 heurs, 6 December 
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o p e r a t i o n  had t e r m i n a t e d ,  d i d  you r e c e i v e  any r e p o r t  from 
L i e u t e n a n t  J O H N S O N ? .  . 

A. S i r ,  I have  been t h i n k i n g  about  it o v e r  t h e  lunch  
hour ,  and L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON,  I h o n e s t l y  s a y  that  I c a n n o t  
reca l l  him b e i n g  there. I f  he was the re ,  t h e  only  p o s s i b l i t y  
t h a t  I know of where JOHNSON might have been,  might  have 
been  w i t h  MICHLES' company. L i k e  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  I do  n o t  recall  
s e e i n g  h im t h a t  day. L i e u t e n a n t  JOIINSON d i d  n o t  make re- 
p o r t s  t o  me:  he r e p o r t e d  t o  h i s  boss  down,.at  DUC Pho. 
n o t  remember L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON speak ing  .to m e  conce rn ing  
the o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q. Who was the s e n i o r  o f f i c e r ?  

A. There w a s  a s e n i o r  o f f icer .  I m e t  h i m  once or 
twice. H e  w a s  a c a p t a i n  down there. 

I do 

Q. Could it have been Cap ta in  FLETCHER? 

A. S i r ,  I know tha t  name Cap ta in  FLETCHER, b u t  I a m  
n o t  s u r e  whether  it was t h i s  man or no t .  

(The I0 handed the w i t n e s s  E x h i b i t s  P-2 t h rough  P-25.) 

These photos were r e p o r t e d  t o  have  been  t a k e n  I0 : 
by a s p e c i a l i s t  by t h e  name of HAEBERLE, who w a s  from the I0 

show you these photos  and ask i f  you have s e e n  any of 
these photos  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  you depar ted" the   brigade^ i n  
South Vietnam. 

A. 
any of these photos. T h i s  one h e r e ,  I have  n o t  e v e r  seen any 
of t h e s e  b e f o r e ;  I do n o t  even r e c o g n i z e  anyone here. 

s e c t i o n ,  t h e  informa.ti.011 s e c t i o n ,  of the b r i g a d e .  I w i l l  i 

(Witness examines photos . )  N o ,  s i r ,  I have  never  seen 
. .  

". t b ,  , <>, 
j I: 
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RCDR: 
are again presen 

.". I. " ",.i'- ' 

present when. the hear:i.~~.recessed 
;.-:i' ,. _.,', '-. 

(Th'7.;.)'f~;t;ne~!'l(,i C.!?TI<OTOUq.r.):fa~ l:'eca1led and re­
minded that. h~ .. was ... ',stl.ll,.,.under oath.).',:, .. 

,::~:.' i:. :~.'1. ':i.:,'.-,'~'),~'~i::, ',,:;:\:'}::>:,:~:'~'y:?!~~:.:i~~~i~,:T"~·/::':"I:t ~:_y:?;:" :..:" ,':::. :_ .. '.:?' J;:~:' r ;:-:\ :-~ '" ,,'))~;;:1g~';~~fL~\ ,,' , 
10: Just before we recessed, Captain,. KOTOUC, we were 
discussing possible' visi ts and/or dis cuss ions ... between Colonel 
BARKER with General YOUNG or, General KOSTER, at LZ Dottie or 
elsewhere concerning any possible or unusual activities at 
My Lai (4). We had pretty we1l finished that. When this 
operation had terminated, did you receive any report from 
Lieutenant JOHNSON?, 

A. Sir, I have been thinking about it over the lunch 
hour, and Lieutenant JOHNSON, I honestly say that I cannot 
recall him being there. If he was there, the only possiblity 
that I know of where JOHNSON might have been, might have 
been with MICHLES' company. Like I said before, I do not recall 
seeing him that day. Lieutenant JOHNSON did not make re-
ports to me; he reported to his boss dmm ... at Duc Pho. I do 
not remember Lieutenant JOHNSON speaking to me concerning 
the operations. 

Q. Who was the senior officer? 

A. There was a senior officer. I met him once or 
twice. He was a captain down there. 

Q. Could it have been captain FLETCHER? 

A. Sir, I know that name Captain FLETCHER, but I am 
not sure whether it was this man or not. 

(The 10 handed tl1e witness Exhibits P-2 through P-2S.J 

10: These photos were reported to have been taken 
by a specialist by the name of HAEBERLE, who was from the 10 
section, the informa·tion section, of the brigade. I will 
show you these photos and ask if you have seen any of 
these photos prior to the time you departed the brigade in 
South Vietnam. 

A. (Witness examines photos.) No, sir, I have never seen 
any of these photos. This one here, I have not ever seen any 
of these before; I do not even recognize anyone here. 
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a l l  one t i m e  whe 
I was ever : s  

grapher  were there  working unde r  t he  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  
b r i g a d e  commander, o r  whether t h e y  were o p e r a t i n g  under t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  b r igade  ana  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  P I0  s e c t i o n ?  

A .  I do n o t  know, s ir .  They w e r e n ' t  d i s c u s s e d  i n  
t h e  p l ann ing  t o  my knowledge. 

Q. I w i l l  show you a n o t h e r  se t  o f  photos  which have  
been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record as  E x h i b i t s  P-26 through P-42, 
and I would ask i f  you have s e e n  any of these photos  prior 
t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you d e p a r t e d  South Vietnam. 

A .  (Witness reviews photos.)  I have seen  these 
two pho tos ,  b u t  I a m  s u r e  it has  been s i n c e  I have been 
back i n  t h e  S t a t e s  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  numbers 32 and 3 3 ) .  But 
I w a s  n o t  shown any photo  w h i l e  I was i n  Vietnam, i n  the 
b r i g a d e  or elsewhere, 
any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  s i r .  P o s s i b l y ,  I d o n ' t  know whether  
you want me t o  say t h i s  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I see a man here who 
resembles L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  pho to  P-36).  The 
s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  background ( p o i n t i n g  to t o p  f i g u r e  i n  photo- 

for any k i n d  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  or 

g r a p h ) .  

M R  WEST: The t o p  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  photograph? 

Q. 
the Vietnamese i n  the p i c t u r e ?  

R e f e r r i n g  back t o  p h o t o  P-21, can  you i d e n t i f y  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t o p  f i g u r e  i n  photograph number P-36. 

10: Then n e i t h e r  of the sets of photos t h a t  w e  have 
shown you, the exh ib i t s ,  none of t h e s e  photos  d id  you see 
i n  South Vietnam d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  you were t h e r e ?  

A. N o ,  sir, I d id  n o t .  
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'" " ,'bY:PIO 
, '''''''~:'':'''', ""'that '5e c on;',' , Did they' 
you wi th·, , , tha t they took in the co 

operation, provide ,photos to:the task force? 

A. 'No, sir. In fact,' I cannot recall one time when 
I was ever, shown, anY photos. ,I can't recall that we had 
coverage, so to speak, on any of the operations. I don't re~ 
call it ever being a policy there." 

Q. Do you know whether the reporter and the photo-
grapher were there working under the direction of the 
brigade commander, or whether they were operating under the 
direction of the brigade and specifically the PIO section?, f 

A. I do not know, sir. They weren't discussed in 
the planning to my knowledge. 

Q. I will shOt" you another set of photos which have 
been entered into the record as Exhibits P-26 through P-42, 
and I would ask if you have seen any of these photos prior 
to the time that you departed South Vietnam • 

A. (Witness reviews photos.) I have seen these 
two photos, but I am sure it has been since I have been 
back in the States (referring to numbers 32 and 33). But 
I was not shown any photo while I was in Vietnam, in the 
brigade or elsewhere, for any kind of investigation or 

. anything like that, sir. Possibly, I don't know whether 
you want me to say this or not, but I see a man here who 
resembles Lieutenant JOHNSON (referring to photo P-36). The 
soldier in the background (pointing to top figure in photo­
graph) . 

MR WEST: The top figure in the photograph? 

A. Yes, sir, top figure in photograph number P-36. 

IO: Then neither of the sets of photos that we have 
shown you, the exhibits, none of these photos did you see 
in South Vietnam during the time you were there? 

A. No, sir, I did not. 

Q. Referring back to photo P-2l, can you identify 
the Vietnamese in the picture? 
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man because of the glasses.  

Q. Do  you recall the name of Cap ta in  M E D I N A ' s  in te r -  
preter? 

A.  H e  came from Saigon. Sergeant--mine was M I N H ,  
PHO--I a m  s o r r y ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: Could it have been PIIU, spel led P-H-U? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  p robably  close. 

10: W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  d i d  you ever 
h e a r  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  i n i t i a t e d  by Colonel  €IENDER- 
SON or Colonel  BARKER of the i n c i d e n t  which took place a t  
My L a i  ( 4 )  on 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I h a v e n ' t .  There w a s  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n '  
conducted by anyone. I heard down there from f r i e n d s  of 
mine a t  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  when I went down the re  on '  
d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n s .  And they s a i d  tha t - - they  mentioned 
t h a t  t h e r e  were some q u e s t i o n  about  some acts of k i l l i n g  
.some c i v i l i a n s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  day .  T h i s  w a s  i n  t he  
course of having  a beer w i t h  someone. 
They were j u s t  rumors. 

it was conunon knowledge w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  t h a t  there were 
some peop le  t h a t  sa id ,  this is going  t o  sound a l i t t l e '  b i t  
s t r a n g e ,  I hope it i s  understood t h e  way I mean i t ,  w e  were 
g e t t i n g  o u r  body coun t  o f f  c i v i l i a n s .  And I say t h a t  
because o u r  body coun t  was hi.gher t h a n  any o t h e r  u n i t  in 
t h e  b r i g a d e .  

. ,  aware of t h i s .  There i s  q u i t e  a b i t  of compe t i t i on  i n  t h e  
m i l i t a r y .  
t i o n .  I ' t h i n k  t h a t  i s  p r e t t y  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  as t r u e .  
I d i smis sed  it by s a y i n g  such t h i n g s  t h a t  i f  you g e t  t h e r e  
and f i n d  C h a r l i e ;  you would probably  g e t  a f e w  y o u r s e l f .  
I t  is j u s t  a matter of c?iscussion.  
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They asked m e  i f  I knew a b o u t  i t ,  

, a n d  I had n o t  heard a t h i n g  about  it mysel f .  I knew t h a t  

I t h i n k  t h a t  a l l  t h e  m i l i t a r y ~ p e r s o n n e l  are 

The body count  i n  1 9 6 8  was p a r t  of t h a t  competi- 

But I know t h a t  some- 
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A. 

Q. 
, . .-.,;-

A. thatiny interpreter,' 
that it was.ME;pINA' s interpreter, . ~. knew Captain 
MEDINA's interpreter-'very we lL )ieUsed to give me classes 
in Vietnamese.. I recall an interpreter who worked out of 
the MI; I think it was from the MI.' Lieutenant JOHNSON had 
him with him once in a while, and he somewhat resembles this 
man because of the glasses. 

Q. 
preter? 

Do you rec.all the name of Captain MEDINA's inter-

, 

A. He came from Saigon. Sergeant--mine was MINH, 
PHO--I am sorry, sir. 

COL WILSON: Could it have been PHU, spelled P-H-U? 

A. Yes, sir, I think that was probably close. 

10: With respect to the investigation, did you ever 
hear of any investigation being initiated by Colonel HENDER­
SON or Colonel BARKER of the incident which took place at 
My Lai (4) on 16 March 1968? 

A. No, sir, I haven't. 'fhere was no investigation' 
conducted by anyone. I heard down there from friends of 
mine at brigade headquarters, when I went down there on' 
different occasions. And they said that--they mentioned 
that there were some question about some acts of killing 
-some ,civilians on this operation that day. This was in the 
course of having a beer with someone. We would discuss this. 
They were just rumors. They af;ked me if I knew about it, 

. and I had not heard a thing about it myself. I knew that 
it Was common knowledge within the brigade that there were 
some people tha't said, this is going to sound a little bit 
strange, I hope it is understood the way I mean it, we were 
getting our body count off civilians. And I say that 
because our body count Vias higher than any other unit in 
the brigade. I think that all the military personnel are 

,aware of this. There is quite a bit of competition in the 
military. The body count in 1968 I .... as part of that competi­
tion. I think that .is pretty well established as true. 
I dismissed it by saying such things that if you get there 
and find Charlie, you would probably get a few yourself. 
It is just a matter of discussion. But I know that some-
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A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  any th ing ,  s i r .  The o n l y  time 
I have seen any c a s u a l t i e s  i n  w r i t i n g ,  i t  w a s  p u t  on t h e  ca 
a l t y  board i n  t h e  TOC. I d i d  n o t  see any c a r d .  There w a s  
a l o g  k e p t  i n  my S 2 .  T h e  s e r g e a n t  k e p t  a l o g  and he made 
t h e  e n t r i e s  because he w a s  i n  t h e  TOC. H e  would l i s t e n  
t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  coming forward,  and he would make t h e s e  
en t r i e s .  Sometimes I would see t h e  log ,  and sometimes I d id  
n o t  g e t  t o  see t h e  log.  But I would come back before t h e  log 
was s e n t  forward,  and i f  t h e r e  was a n y t h i n g  p e r t i n e n t ,  t h e y  
t e l l  m e .  B u t ,  I do n o t  recall  any th ing  a b o u t  it mysel f .  

Q .  You made one s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  your  log w a s  s e n t  f o r  
ward. Sen t  forward t o  whom? 

A. I guess ,  b r i g a d e .  That  i s  where w e  s end  them. 
I do n o t  know what w e  d i d  wi th  them. 

Q .  Did you n o t  r e t a i n  f i l e  copies o f  y o u r  log?  

A. I would l i k e  t o  say t h a t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of 
Task Force Barker  was less t h a n  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  I r e a d  t h e  
f i l e  o v e r ,  and he would p o i n t  o u t  t h i n g s  on it t h a t  were 
impor t an t  when he was i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Did you keep an i n t e l l i g e n c e  log  and a n  
o p e s a t i o n s  log?  

A. Not i n  a s t r ic t  s e n s e ,  no, S i r .  

Q. 
knowledge whatsoever  of some 3-by-5 c a r d s  which had 
a breakdown of  t h e  k ind  of i n f o r m a t i o n  which Co lone l  HENDER- 
SON had r e q u e s t e d  from C a p t a i n  MEDINA when he o r d e r e d  t h e  
company back through lly L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I am t r y i n g  t o  remember. S i r ,  t h e  way w e  k e p t  
oux r e c o r d s  was--1 a m  a f r a i d  I just canno t  recal l ,  s i r .  
My s e r g e a n t  would know. 

10: 

You a t  no t i m e  saw or p r e p a r e d  or  have  any 

May I have t h e  combat ac t ion  r e p o r t ?  
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Q'; 
which d 
from the 

a card 
resulting 

A. I do not recall anything, sir. The only time 
I have seen any casualties in writing, it was put on the casu~ 
alty board in the TOC. I did not see any card. There was 
a log kept in my S2. The sergeant kept a log and he made 
the entries because he was, in the TOC. He would listen , 
to the information coming forward, and he would make these 
entries. sometimes I would see the log, and sometimes I did 
not get to see the log. But I would come back before the log 
was sent forward, and if there was anything pertinent, they'd 
tell me. But, I do not recall anything about it myself.' , 

Q. 
ward. 

You made one statement that your log was sent for'"', 
Sent forward to vlhom? 

A. I guess, brigade. That is where we send them. 
I do not know what we did with them. 

Q. Did you not retain file copies of your log? 

A. I would like to say that the administration of 
Task Force Barker ,,,as less than satis factory. I read the 
file over, and he would point out things on it that were 
important when he was in there. 

Q. Did you keep an intelligence log and an 
operations log? 

A. Not in a strict sense, no, sir. 

Q. You at no ,time saw or prepared or have any 
knowledge whatsoever of some 3-by-5 cards which had 
a breakdown of the kind of information which Colonel HENDER­
SON had requested from captain MEDINA when he ordered the 
company back through Hy Lai (4)? 

A. I am trying to remember. 
our records was--I am afraid I just 
My sergeant would know • 

Sir, the way we kept 
cannot recall, sir. 

10: May I have the combat action report? 
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