
Have you e v e r  seen  t h i s  r e p o r t  b e f o r e ?  

A. No, t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t - - n o ,  t h i s  i s  the first  
knowledge t h a t  an action r e p o r t  w a s  made. 

Q. 
a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ?  

A. Colonel  BARKER--I had observed Colonel  BARKER 
w r i t i n g  what I though t  might have been an a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t ,  because h e  was us ing  onionskin  p a p e r  and f i l l i n g  
i n  p o s i i i o n n  and s o  f o r t h .  Colonel  BARKER had n e v e r  asked 
me t o  h e l p  w i t h  one,  a n d  I do n o t  know i f  he  t u r n e d  them i n  
o r  n o t ,  sir.  H e  never  asked m e  t o  c o o p e r a t e  i n  any t y p e  
of a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  none whatsoever.  I w a s  n o t  aware 
i f  he t u r n e d  one i n  o r  n o t .  

Q. 
r e p o r t s ,  t h e n ,  would be only t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you s a w  him a t  
one t i m e  p r e p a r i n g  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  report.? 

A. Yes, sir .  H e  s a t  a t  h i s  desk i n  h i s  t ra i le r .  

Q. Would you know o f  any p a r t i c u l a r  r eason  why t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t  was prepared?  Had you hea rd  any r e q u e s t  
t o  have such a r e p o r t ?  

A. I hea rd  none, s i r .  I was n o t  a sked  f o r  my 
op in ions  o r  recommendations. 

Q. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  report ,  
da t ed  2 8  March, i n  paragraph 2 ,  cove r s  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  

' from 0730 i n  t h e  morning t o  1 8 0 0  hours  on t h e  1 6 t h .  D o  
you know t h e  f i rs t  d a y l i g h t  hours  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

W a s  your  t a s k  force i n  t h e  h a b i t  of making af ter  

The on ly  knowledge you have of: any a f t e r  ac t ion  
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Have you ever seen this report before? 

A. No, this is the first--no, this is the first 
knowledge that an action report was made. 

Q. Was your task force in the habit of making after 
action reports? 

A. Colonel BARKER--I had observed Colonel BARKER 
writing what I thought might have been an after action 
report, because he was using onionskin paper and filling 
in posi;:,ions and so forth. Colonel BARKER had never asked 
me to help with one, and I do not know if he turned them in 
or not, sir. He never aSked me to cooperate in any type 
of after action report, none whatsoever. I was not aware 
if he turned one in or not. 

Q. The only knowledge you have of any after action 
reports, then, would be only the fact that you saw him at 
one time preparing an after action report:? 

A. Yes, sir. He sat at his desk in his trailer. 

Q. Would you know of any 
particular report was prepared? 
to have such a report? 

particular reason why this 
Had you heard any request 

A. I heard none, sir. I was not asked for my 
opinions or recommendations. 

Q. You will notice that this particular report, 
dated 28 March, in paragri'lph 2, covers the time period 
from 0730 in the morning to 1800 hours on the 16th. Do 
you know the first daylight hours in the operation? 
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A. The 1 2 8  I r e c a l l  as t h e  f i g u r e  b e i n g  announced 
t h a t  n i g h t  on t h e  Armed Forces  Network. And I remember it 
coming i n t o  t h e  TOC, t h a t  1 2 8 .  Ple were adding such c a s u a l -  
t i e s  a s  they  were r e p o r t e d  By both  c.ompanies i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
I do n o t  r e c a l l  i n  my own mind, now, whether  o r  n o t  t h i s  w a s  
t h e  t o t a l  f i g u r e ,  o r  what k i n d  of f i .gure  t h i s  w a s .  I would 
n o t  say p o s i t i v e l y  t h a t  t h i s  would be a body count .  I woul 
n o t  know. N o w ,  why there is  no c i v i l i a n s  l i s t e d  on t h e r e ,  
I have no idea. I had n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  c o r r o b o r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q. Did anybody i n  your  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t t e m p t  t o  
a n a l y z e  t h e  r a t i o  between enemy K I A  o f  1 2 8 ,  and 3 
weapons cap tu red?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i s  was g iven  some though t .  W e  had-- 
t h e r e  were o p e r a t i o n s  w h e r e  w e  cou ld  o n l y  s e c u r e  several 
weapons and no VC. 'There were o p e r a t i o n s  when w e  c o u l d  get 
VC and i t  was very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  t h e  weapons w i t h  them. 
I f  I may draw a cornparison, a f t e r  Colonel  BARKER l e f t  t h e  
t a s k  force,  f o r  h i s  job down i n  Duc Pho, an i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  
b e f o r e  h e  came back w i t h  4 / 3 ,  I was l e f t  up a t  Do t t i e  w i t h  
Colonel  A D K I N S ,  who i.s commanding o f f i c e r  o f  4/3 .  There 
was an opera . t ion  d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  where t h e r e  w e r e  w e l l  o v e r  
1 0 0  weapons o f  eve ry  t y p e  imaginab1.e found,  and t h e r e  were 
2 VC. S i r ,  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between t h e  number of weapons 
and b o d i e s ,  so t o  speak ,  t h e r e  j u s t  w a s n ' t  any l og ica l  ex- 
p l a n a t i o n  w e  cou ld  assume. 
and I b e l i e v e  t h e s e  t o  be  a c c u r a t e  and t r u e ,  where. t h e  weapons 
were b u r i e d ,  dropped i n  rice p a d d i e s ,  p u t  i n  rivers. The 
f i rs t  t h i n g  C h a r l i e  d i d  w i t h  h i s  weapon w a s  get  r i d ~ o f  it 
i f  it d i d  n o t  look l i k e  h e  w a s  go ing  t o  be  able to win .  
t r ied t o  s e a r c h  o u t .  There  was p robab ly  200 weapons or more 
i n  t h a t  area, b u t  t o  f i n d  them is  a b s o l u t e l y  impossible. 
T h a t  place i s  h e a v i l y  covered  w i t h  v e g e t a t i o n .  
rice p a d d i e s .  The r ice  was v e r y  h i g h .  The t u n n e l s  were 

-% 
a 

W e  had had i n t e l l i g e n c e  reports , 

W e  

There were 
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Q. You will notice p~ge 3, paragraph 12, discusses 
friendly and enemy loses ,. ·andthat tnere· is no mention of 
any civilian casualties? 

A. The 128 r recall as the figure being announced 
that night on the P.rmed Forces Neb'ork. And I remember it 
coming into the 'l'OC, that 128. vie Were adding such casual­
ties as they were reported by both companies in the field. 
I do not recall in my own mind, nO\'; r whether or not this was· 
the total figure, or what kind of figure this was. r would 
not say positi'Tely that this would be a body count. I would 
not know. Now, why therC! is no civilians listed on there, 
I have no idea. I had nothing to do with the corroboration 
of the report . 

Q. 
analyze 
weapons 

. Did anybody in your headquarters attempt to 
the ratio between enemy KIA of 128, and 3 
captured? 

A. Yes, sir, this was given some thought. We had--
there were operations \,here we could only secure several 
weapons and no vc. 'rh(-~J:(, were operations when we could get 
VC and it wa.s very dif.ficult to find the weapons with them. 
If r may draw a comparison, after Colonel BARKER left the 
task force, for his job down in Due Pho, an interim period 
before he came back wi tIl 4/3, I was left up at Dottie with 
Colonel ADKINS f who is cOl1lInanding officer of 4/3. There 
was an operation during that time where there were well over 
100 weapons of every type imaginable found, and there ,.;ere 
2 VC. Sir, the cot'relation between the number of weapons 
and bodies, so to speak, there just wasn't any logical ex­
planation we could assume. We had had intelligence reports, 
and I believe these to be accurate and true, where the weapons 
were buried, dropped in rice paddies, put in rivers. The 
first thing Charlie did with his weapon was· get rid.of it 
if it did not look like he was going to be able to win. We 
tried to search out. There was probably 200 weapons or more 
in that area, but to find them is absolutely impossible. 
That place is heavily covered with vegetation. There were 
rice paddies. The rice was very high. The tunnels were 
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t ha t  w e  d i d  n o t  f i n d  any more weapons than  w e  d i d .  I s a w '  
weapons l y i n g  on t h e  ground 2 or 3 weeks b e f o r e  t h a t ,  and 
I s a w  them o u t  of my h e l i c o n t e r .  When w e  wen t  t o  ge t  them, - - 
they  were gone. 

Q. W e l l ,  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  2 VC KIA and 100 weapons, 
I do n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  a very  good c o r r e l a t i o n .  
i s  p r e t t y  obvious,  it seems obvious ,  t h a t  t hey  must have 
d i s c o v e r e d  a weapons cache.  This  is q u i t e  a b i t  d i f f e r e n t  
t han  i n d i v i d u a l  weapons. 

Because it 

I 

A.  
is .tha.t it is t h e ' o p i n i o n '  of a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r s  i n  Task .Force 
Barker ,  t h e  ones t h a t  I knel.1 up t h e r e ,  they w e r e  j u s t  a w f u l l y  
lucky t o  g e t  t h e  weapons a l o n g  w i t h  C h a r l i e .  

Q. B u t  t h i s  d i s p a r i t y  of t h e  weapons i s s u e ,  and the 
f a c t  t h a t  r e p o r t s  were coming i n  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  VC Casual-  
t i es ,  noncombative c a s u a l t i e s ,  were neve r  r e a l l y  p u t  t o g e t h -  
ex and ana lyzed .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

The t h i n g  t h a t  I am t r y i n g  t o  p o i n t  o u t ,  s i r ,  

- 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  i orrcct ,  s i r .  A s  f a r  as I w a s  
concerned, t h e  repor t  from t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  someone w a s  
shoe  down was n e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  wi th  m e  a f t e r ' t h a t  day.  Ih 
fa,!, it w a s  n o t  d i s c u s s e d  t o o  much i n  l e n g t h  t h a t  day.  

Q. I What was your normal r a t i o  o f  enemy losses t o  
' f r i e n d l y  losses goiiig agai.nr;t s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e ?  

W e  had- - i t  is  p r e t t y  h i g h ,  s i r .  W e  had a l o t ;  
1 a m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  what  it A. i w e  psed t o  keep i t  p o s t e d .  

was,--30 or more t o  1. 
t e l l  you e x a c t l y ,  b u t  I canno t  reca l l .  

Q. 
undue a la rm i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  f r i e n d l y  losses report  i n  

I would l i k e  t o  be  a b l e  t o  

f h Th is  shows 2 t o  1 2 0 ,  o r  1 t o  6 4 .  Th i s  caused.. i paragraph  2 ?  
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. very deep , and it was difficult to find--there were 
a miliion places to hide sOI1)ething' in, .thatplace •.... 
The' only way wei" . do it, this was eVE;n discussed, was 
to go in there when there was an operation such as. this, . 
a clear and destroy operation, bring bulldozers in, and just 
bulldoze the whole area. To me it was logical but disa);'pC)ilo.tinlq 
that we did not find any more ~leapons than we did. I saw' 
weapons lying on the ground 2 or 3 weeks before that, and 
I saw them out of my helicopter. When we went to get them, 
they ~lere gone. 

Q. Well, with respect to 2 VC KIA and 100 weapons., 
I do not think that is a very good correlation. Because it 
is pretty obvious, it seems obvious, that they must have 
discovered a weapons cache. . This is quite, a. bit different 
than individual weapons. ' I 

A. The thing that I am trying to point out, sir, 
is ·that it is the' opinion' of all the officers in Task .Force 
Barker, the ones that I kneH up there, t:hey were just awfully 
lucky to get the weapons along with Charlie. 

Q. But this disparity of the weapons issue, and the 
fact that reports were coming in that there were VC casual­
ties, noncombative casualties, were never really put togeth­
er and analyzed. Is that correct? 

A. Yes, that is correct, sir. As far as I was 
concerned, the report from the helicopter that someone was 
shot down was never discussed with me after that day. In 
faci' it was not discussed too much in length that day. 

Q. i What was your normal ratio of enemy losses to 
friendly losses going o.g<:linejt strong resis'cance? 

A. I We had--it is pretty high, sir. We had a lot: 
we used to keep it posted. I am tryinq to think what it 

I wasi-30 or more to 1. I would like to be able to 
tell you exactly, but I cannot recall. 

,! 
Q •. ' This shows 2 to 120, or 1 to 64. This caused 
undue alarm in this operation, the friendly losses report in 
paragraph 2? 
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Q. The e x a c t  reason  why I ask.ed you t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  
you j u s t  s t a t e d ,  "P lu t i la ted  l i k e  had happened i n  t h e  p a s t , " .  
which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i s  normal.. 

A .  Not i n  o u r  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  . I , .would  say t h i s  is  an 
estimate.  
and booby t r a p s ,  n o t  from enemy f i r e .  On some days--1 know 
o n e ' d a y  w e  l o s t  q u i t e  a few men, and we neve r  even saw one 
Vic?.tnarrLese I;l>a ;elio:o d a y .  But we l o s t  people out O f  Captai  
MEDINA'S corcpany t h a t  day i n  t h e  mimefield.  .I w a s  unfor- 
t u n a t e  t o  .be o u t  with t h e m ,  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER i n  a h e l i -  
c o p t e r .  These people ~7ere k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n .  This  i s ' p a r t  
of  ou r  r a . t i o ,  sir. 

Ninety p e r c e n t  of  o u r  c a s u a l t i e s  were by mines 

31, 
<.A Q. Were you Eami,l iar wi th  any o t h e r - - l e t  m e  r e p h r a s e  
>., t h a t .  A f t e r  the f i l i n q  of t he  comhat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  
Jl were you f a m i l i a r  w i t . h  any o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  tha t  may 

have been conducted-- 

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  With r e s p e c t  t o  March 1 6 ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  . :  

A. Again, all :I can say  i s  t h a t  I w a s  n e v e r  con- 
tacted on an i n v e c t , i q a t i o n .  
op in ions ,  o r  my k.nowl.c:iige. 
me,. I t  was j u s t  neve r  d i s c u s s e d .  

No one asked  m e  my views, my 
They j u s t  d i d  n o t  want  t o  a sk  

Q. 

b r i g a d e  commander. 

I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  R- l , .which  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  

:I ask you t o  review t h i s  document. 
' i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  dated 2 4  A p r i l ,  by Colonel..  HENDERSON, t h e  

A. I have ncvei' s een  t h i s  r e p o r t  b e f o r e ,  sir. I 
might p o i n t  o u t  that Colonel  HENDERSON d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  m e ,  
as he  l e f t  my name o u t  of it. 
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'l1ot appeAr,tPbe:that bad, the' 
si:1.Y, . unreasqnaB+A '" sonsidering the 

that .. \~e re ki lIed' Lrl:'. tp!,( prepare tion .to during the firing of ,tl)e artillery. It 
not' that bad. I can say that; Colonel BARKER 
eiated; told me that. Of course,.we were also 
ing a pasi ti ve frame of mind at the time i and we were happy 
our people weren't killed, mutilated, ,and wounded like they 
had· been in the past. 

Q. The exact reason why 1 asked you the question, 
you just stated, "i'\utilated like had happened in the past, U 

which would indicate that is normal. 

A. Not in our operation, but .1., would say this is an 
estimate. Ninety peroJnt of our cEll,ual ties were by mines ." 
and booby traps, not from enemy fire. On some days--I know 
one'day we lost quite a few men, and "'e never even saw one 
Vietnarr,cse tht: ",'hole t1,',y. But \'le lost people out of Captain 
MEDINA's compilny that day in the minefield. I was unfor­
tunate to be out with them, with Colonel BARKER in a heli­
copter. These people \'lCre killed in action. This is part 
of our ratio, sir. 

Q. Were you £ami.liar with any other--let me rephrase 
that. After the filincr of the combat after action report, 
were you familiar Id ell any other investigation that may 
have been conducted--

. A. (Interposin9) With respect to t1arch 16, sir? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Again, all 1 can say is that I was never con-
tacted on an inVClGt.iqiltion. No one asked me my views, my 
opinions, or my knmvledge. They just did not want to ask 
me. It was just neWlr discussed. 

Q. I have here Exhibit R-l, . which refers to the 
investigation, dated 24 April, by Colonel HENDERSON, the 
brigade commander. 1 ask you to re'view this document. 

.A. 
might 
as he 

I have never: seen this report before, sir. I 
point out that Colonel HENDERSON did not talk to me, 
left my name out of it. 
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\ Q. 
g a t i o n  as this w a s  under way? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  Tho f i r s t  t h i n g  I h a v e  known o f  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  when it made the news media, which  w a s  
a week and a ha l f  or s o  ago. I w a s  somewhat shocked and 
dismayed by it. 

Q. 
would be a p rcpe r  k i n d  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  that  s h o u l d  be con- 
duc ted  i n  t he  even t  of an a t r o c i t y ?  

A.  S i r ,  i f  I may s a y ,  I am n o t  s u r e  1 a m  q u a l i f i e d  
t o  de te rmine  w n a t  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  are good and bad. 
t h a t  i n  a l l  hones ty  and s i n c e r i t y .  
t i o u s  i n  any way. I do n o t  know what  I would have done i n  
their p l a c e ,  had I had the i n f o r m a t i o n  that  was a p p a r e n t l y  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e m  and n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  a t  the t i m e - -  u n t i l  
now. I would have probably  d i f f e r e d  i n  some respects, bu t  
I do n o t  know what  I would have done. I would have sat  
down and t a l k e d  t o  someone who knew what h e  w a s  do ing .  

I refer you t o  the f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e ,  d a t e d  14 Q. 
A p r i l .  Have you ever s e e n  this s t a t e m e n t  b e f o r e ?  

A. T h i s  statement:, i t s e l f ,  I have  neve r  seen. I 
have s e e n  t h i n g s  t h a t  were s i m i l a r  t o  th . i s ,  propaganda 
leaflets and so f o r t h .  

Q. 
about  t h a t .  

A. S i r ,  I have n o t  s e e n  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  h e r e  before. 

Q. R e f e r r i n g  t o  I n c l o s u r e  2 ,  t h i s  is a t r a n s l a t i o n  
of t h e  vc propaganda l e a f l e t  which w a s  p u t  o u t  i n  the area. 
Have you s e e n  t h i s  b e f o r e ?  

D i d  you have any knowledge t h a t  such  an  i n v e s t i -  

D o  you c o n s i d e r  t h a t  the report ,  as you see it, 

I mean 
I do n o t  mean t o  be face-  

I 

Only t h i s  p i e c e  of pape r  h e r e .  I a m  n o t  t a l k i n g  
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Q. Did you have any knowledge that such an investi-' 
gation as this was under way? . 

A. No, sir. The first thing I have known of any 
investigation was when it made the news media, which was 
a week and a half or so ago. I was somEwhat shocked and 
dismayed by it. 

Q. Do you consider that the repor1;, as you see it, 
would be a prcper kind of investigation that should be con­
ducted in the event of an atrocity? 

A. Sir, if I may say, I am not sure I am qualified 
to determine what senior officers are good and bad. I mean 
that in all honesty and sincerity. I do not mean to be face­
tious in any way. I do not know what I would have done in 
their place, had I had the information that \ITas apparently 
available to them and not available to me at the time-- until 
now. I would have probably differed in some respects, but 
I do not know what I would have done. I would have sat 
down and talked to someone t.;ho kne,IT what he was doing. 

Q. 
April: 

I refer you to the first inclosure, dated 14 
Have you ever seen this statement before? 

A. This statement, 
have seen things that were 
leaflets and so forth. 

itself, I have never seen. 
similar to this, propaganda 

I 

Q. Only this piece of paper here. I am not talking 
about that. 

Sir, I have not seen this statement here before. 

Q. Referring to Inclosure 2, thi.s i.s a translation 
of the VC propaganda leaflet which was put out in the area. 
Have you seen this before? 
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A. No, sir .  

from U.S. or AKVN forces  which may have ind ica ted  t h a t  atroci-  
t i es  or  something unusual had taken p lace  i n  MY Lai Vil lage 
on 16 March 1 9 6 8  o ther  than wha t  I have already s t a t e d ,  the 
i n i t i a l  report?  

. Q. Did you have any i n t e l l i g e n c e  ava i l ab le  t o  YOU 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. 
from t h e  ?Bm? 

you had no knowledge of any information coming 

_ _  A. NO, s i r ,  I do not .  
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,I have not seen tl'lis particular, one .. 
h",d, ,I W9uld have read the first' two or three lines and 

'mi~se4: ij:,'.:,;:Th:=fE;',~as alwaysstuff,lying.~m,th!,!roads anq, 
s~r~~ts' ~r,'th:i/~;nC!'tll:e r > We. w8ul~ brilJ9;"H"il:'l" I"gl"l.: over, it ': 
I' qo. noj::reca:l+ . sp~cl.hcally seel.ng t;h:i,S'~\":'ir,!;,.,,:''''>'.:'' 

.. ' «,,:;:_;-:,~'.,, __ ::,I:' ~',--",'::J"','" "f'_''','" "",' ,', . ':':h;:--~~~f~:f~xJf;;1','-":'" " . -
Q. . I am referrl.ng' to the second. paragraph from the 
top of page 2, which refers to 500 people. 

A. I never saw that before in my life, sir. I can 
say without any question, I have never seen that before 
my life •. 

Q. Do you knovl 
have been made either 
of 16 March? 

of any other investigations that 
by U.S. or ARVN forces of the inci 

i 

;' 
A. No, sir, I don't. 

Q. CI'o your knowledge, was Colonel BARKER dir,ected 
to conduct a formal investigation?,. 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge of any investigation 
by Colonel TOAN, the commanding officer of the 2d ARVN 
Division? 

A. I have no knowledge of that either, sir. 

Q. Or by Colonel KHIEN, the province chief of Quang 
Ngai Province? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you have any intelligence available to you 
from U.S. or ARVN forces which may have indicated that atroci­
ties or something unusual had taken place in My Lai Village 
on 16 March 1968 other than what I have already stated, the 
ini tial report?' 

A. 'No, sir. 

Q. You had no knowledge of any information coming 
from the ARVN? 

A. No, sir, I do not. 
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. ,  

f e e l i n g  toward Task Force B a r k e r .  We had a l o t  o f  be l ie f  
ismissed i t  as , i d l e  goss i  and t h a t  was 

. ,  

t i o n  have been a v a i l a b l e  t o  you? 

, 'I do n o t  know, s i r ,  i f  i t , ; w o u l  

. .  

ou have a l i a i s o n  o f f i  

Whom d i d  you r e l y  upon f o r  i n f o  
tr , ict  and p rov ince  headquar te rs?  
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, 'A  q.. 
, i n U  W 

, Or,anY<Vi~t Cong pr<?paganda' or act4-o,riS? 
, , ;. "';"i," 

Q. 

A~ I.,i~in~,~9t. I read'q,'lot of propaganda and 
I d,ismiss ed it, Si~:', .' 

""'_i 

Q. 'IJ:tdyouh~ar anything or was there"anything that 
might have, G"::l;lse,~ suspicion in your mind that something 
unusual took, place in My Lai Hamlet on 16 Ma,rch? 

A. sir';'':f'ho1d again the point that there were some 
ci vilians, killed., ,I", did, I1pt, pe,lieve there was anything 
there in, the nature of' anatroei ty or anything of that 
nature at."al..1 .. , I just dismissed it as idle rumor. And when 
they taU:.ed about it, as I said before, with my friends down 
at Due Pho,1 dismissed it because most of them had strong 
feeling toward Task Force Barker. ,'Ie had a lot, of belief 
in each other. I "dismissed it as idle gossip",and that was 
all,. ' , 

Q. If S,on Tinh District hadinformati9I;l,,,from a, 
.censusg)::'ievanceteam, 0:t:" the village;lchief,~,o:f~;R9n:0MY' 
Village""or from additional oi vilians ,or ARVN mill tary 
;souroes, iwould,;suoh information have been available to 

":c\: . . '-, " ::: , . ". 
'1," 

i' .• 
not;' I 
,:,,::;-;:­ , ' 

,I do not know, sir, if 
neVer received any. 
- ;,' -, - ",' . .' 

. . , 
it" would have been or 

-•. -:; >.-; 

Q. Did you haVe a liaison officer ·,in."S.on Tinh' 
District? ' 

.-,: 

,No, sir. 

Q. Whom did you rely upon for inform,a,tion from dis­
trict and province headquarters? 
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"a lot of i n t e l l i g e n c e  I rece ived . ' f rom Colonel  B 
because C o  

r e c e i v e d  on h i s  
l i t t l e  t r i p s  around, t h e  a r e a .  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  Colonel  BLACK- 
LEDGE would ca l l  m e  on t h e  phone  o r  1""would d r o p  down t o  see 
h i m .  

, Q -  Capta in  KOTOUC, I show you h e r e  E x h i b i t  M - 5 ,  

H e  would g i v e  me infokmation t h e n .  
~ 

which i s  a memorandum from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  of Son Tinh, 
t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e  c h i e f  of  Quang Ngai P rov ince ,  and ask you 
i f  you have e v e r  s een  t h i s  r e p o r t  i n  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  
b e f o r e ?  

A. I have neve r  s e e n  t h i s  b e f o r e ,  sir. 

Q. 
the o p e r a t i o n ,  do you know how many hamle ts  w e r e  burned  dur-  
i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I know there were some fires 
because  when I went down o v e r  i n  t h e  chopper ,  I n o t i c e d  the  
smoke coming up from t h e  ground. Some o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  
the area w e r e  n o t  what  you 'd  c a l l  r e l a t e d  t o  other  b u i l d i n g s ,  
l i k e  a f a r m  here, and maybe o v e r  h e r e  a n o t h e r  f a r m  o r  some- 
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  
d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was a ' g r e a t  many. 

Q. Was t h i s  a p a r t  of  your  o p e r a t i n g  procedures?  
I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h e y  d i d  t h i s ,  t h a t  they  would r e p o r t ?  

A. They would r e p o r t  , t h e  commanders of each company. 
They would r e p o r t  any a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  took  i n  t h e  d e s t r u c -  
t i o n  o f  t h e  o f f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s  , b u i l d i n g s ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  else , 
o r '  any o f  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  there t h a t  m i g h t  aid the VC. Any- 
t h i n g  t h e y  d e s t r o y e d  was t o  b e  r e p o r t e d  .~ d e s t r o y e d .  

Q. Was any th ing  r e p o r t e d  t o ' y o u  d u r i n g  the course 
of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  3 t o  4 d a y s ,  any a d d i t i o n a l  v i l l a g e s  and 
hamle t s  aside from My La i  ( 4 )  such. as My Khe (1) , MY Khe ( 3 )  I 
o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  t o  t h e  southwes t  of P i n k v i l l e  t h a t  were a l so  
burned? 

Going back t o  t he  operat:ion and the r e p o r t i n g  of 

I can on ly  g i v e  you an estimate, sir. I 
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A •.. ,:. .... g~dovmther~and talk to Colonel 
He was the advisor down there· and I rnust--like. to state· 
noW that a lot of intelligence I received from Colonel 
because Colonel BARKER talked to tlajor GAVIN, an" he would 
come.backa!l~,,~e~l me: Occasionally, Major GAVIN would gi, 
me. p~Elqes.oJ;.,+nformat~on. We would post those on our board· . ,','.", .. ,,,,,,.,,- .. ,~,,./ ,,'."~- . 
and determine.,:,what, they meant •.. A lot o.:f', .. information I got 
from Colonel BARKER himself, sir, what he received on his 
Ii ttle trips around. the area.. Occasionally, Colonel BLACK­
LEDGE would call me on the phone or I'would drop down to see. 
him. He would give me information then. 

Q. captain KOTOUC, I show you here Exhibit M-5, 
·which is a memorandum from the district chief of Son Tinh, 
to the province chief of Quang Ngai Province, and ask you 
if you have ever seen this report in English translation 
before? 

A. 

Q. 
the 
ing 

I have never seen this before, sir. 

Going back to the operation and the reporting of 
operation, do you know how many hamlets were burned dur­
the course of the operation? 

A. No, sir, I don't. I know there were some fires 
because when I went down over in the chopper, I noticed the 
smoke coming up from the ground. Some of the buildings in 
t.he area were not what you'd call related to other buildings, 
like a farm here, and maybe over here another farm or some­
thing like that. I can only give you an estimate, sir. I 
don't think it was a great many. 

Q. Was this a part of your operating procedures? 
In the event they did this, that they would report? 

A. They would report, the cOffiIl)anders of each company. 
They would report any action that they took in the destruc­
tion of the offensive positions, buildings, or anything else, 
or any of the facilities there that might aid the VC. Any­
thing they destroyed was to be reported destroyed. 

Q. Was anything reported to· you during the course 
, of this operation, 3 to 4 days, any additional villages and 

hamlets aside from My Lai (4) such as My Khe (1), My Khe (3), 
other villages to the southwest of' Pinkville that were also 
burned? 
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o r  animal. 

Q. I would l i k e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  per iod  immediately 
preceding t h e  operat ion and i s s u a n c e  of o rde r s .  You ind i -  
cated t h a t  poss ib ly  you had been on board t h e  a i rc raf t  t h e  
day before, o r  poss ib ly  2 days be fo re  t h e  ope ra t ion ,  with 
t h e  conipany coxunanders t o  make a recon. 

A. There is  a p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h a t .  

Q. I f  you were t o  f l y  south of t h e  area--to r e f r e s h  
your memory, would you recall  d i scuss ion  concerning e x a c t l y  
where t h e  area w a s  loca ted?  Would you recall such an i n c i -  
dent  i n  an a i r c r a f t ?  

: A. W e l l ,  I recal l  going up the  r i v e r ,  I recall t h a t  
very w e l l .  NOW, I hope t h i s  is  t h e  same one. I a m  n o t  sure.  
I recall t h a t  because my map f e l l  o u t  t h e  door ,  W e  circled 
around t h e  genera l  a r ea  of ope ra t ions  and w e  went up t h e  
peninsula ,  up no r th ,  and back down (po in t ing  t o  map). T h i s  
w a s  j u s t  an o v e r f l i g h t .  

Q .' Church o r  pagoda? 

A .  Pagoda, I ' m  s o r r y ,  pagoda. Iind w e  flew back t o  
Do t t i e  i n  t h e  course of our  recons.  I can d e f i n i t e l y  t e l l .  
you t h a t  t h a t  was not  it. 
ing  about i s  a l a t e r  ope ra t ion ,  w i t h  MICHLES: ~1 do no t  
reca l l - -  

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  D o  you recall any d i s c u s s i o n  p r i o r  ' . 

t o  t h a t  t i m e  po in t ing  out t h a t  t h a t  is going t o  be  t he  LZ, 
and t h a t  is going t o  be  ;here t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  is going? 

We d i d  look a t  a church down t h e r e .  

. .  

1 do no t  recal l - -what  I am t a l k -  
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Q. '., there any' ~rnd"'" . as. to the number . 
of animals the My Lai area, My Lai (4) area 'and other areas,' 
that were killed during this operation? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Pigs, water buffalo, cattle--

A. (Interposing) Not to my memory there was not. I 
do not recall ever seeing a report on that--livestock, fowl, 
or animal. 

Q. I would like to return to the period immediately 
preceding the operation and issuance of orders. You indi­
cated that possibly you had been on board the aircraft the 
day before, or possibly 2 days before the operation, with 
the (;Omp2my CQf.liuanders to make a recon. 

A. There is a possibility of that. 

Q. If you were to fly south of the area--to refresh 
your memory, would you recall discussion concerning exactly 
where the area was located? Would you recall such an inci­
dent in an aircraft? 

A. Well, I recall going up the r:lver, I recall that 
very well. Now, I hope this is the same one. I am not sure. 
I recall that because my map fell out the door. We circled 
around the general area of operations and we ,vent up the 
peninsula, up north, and back down (pointing to map). This 
,'las just an OVerflight. Ne did look at a church down there. 

Q. Church or pagoda? 

A. Pagoda, I'm sorry, pagoda. And we flew back to 
Dottie in the course of our recons. I can definitely tell 
you that that was not it. I do not recall--what I am talk­
ing about is a later operation, with MICHLES.I do not 
recall--

Q. (Interposing) Do you +ecall any discussion prior 
to that time pointing out that that is going to be the LZ, 
and that is going to be 'here the artille.ry prep is going? 
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Q. 
o r  n o t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know. 

Q. 
p r e t a t i o n  of what orders were i s s u e d  t o  Cap ta in  MEDINA w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  hamlet of My L a i  

A. Cap ta in  MEDINA w a s  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  m a k e  an a s s a u l t  
on My L a i ( 4 ) ,  and there  w e r e  o t h e r  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  mind. I do ' ,  

n o t  know how t h a t  was d i s c u s s e d .  
t i o n .  Ile was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  enemy under f i re  and 
do b a t t l e  w i t h  1ii.m r i g h t  t he re ,  as Colonel  BARKER used  t o  
say a11 t h e  t i n e ,  and. t r y  t o  p r e s s  h i m  i n t o  a p i n c e r s  oper- 
a t i o n  if he c o u l d ,  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  prove o u t  t o  be fact .  
t o l d  h i m  t o  d e s t r o y  such f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  o r  o t h e r  fac i l i t i es ,  
t o  i n c l u d e  l i v e s t o c k ,  wliich might g i v e  a i d  and comfort t o  
t h e  enemy. 
o r  form, t h a t  w e  would d e s t r o y  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  so  t o  s p e a k ,  
or t h a t  a r e a .  I t  was a f i e l d  order.  I t  was g i v e n  v e r b a l l y ,  
it was n o t  handed down i n  w r i t i n g .  And C a p t a i n  MEDINA gave 
t h e  o r d e r  to  h i s  t r o o p s  a f t e r  t h a t .  

You do n o t  know i f  you were on boa rd  t h a t  a i r p l a n  

I ' d  l i k e  you t o  res ta te  once more y o u r  i n t e r -  

(4) ,. 

1.t w a s  j u s t  'a sweep opera-  

H e  

I t  was n o t  i n  my mind implied,  i n  any way, . s h a p e ,  

Q. Did you hear C a p t a i n  MEDINA i s s u e  those o r d e r s ?  

A. I d i d ,  s ir .  I w a s  w i t h  Cap ta in  MEDINA. I t  was 
around t h e  evening  meal time, and we had o u r  s u p p e r  t o g e t h e r .  
W e  w e r e  s i t t i n g  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  h i s  t e n t  t h a t  h e  used  when 
he w a s  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  ,md w e  were s i t t i n g  on a bunker .  
asked  t o  have t h e  company b rough t  i n  so h e  could g i v e  them 
h i s  orders f o r  tomorrow. 
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Q. If you didn't conduct that flight, was it re-
emphasized that the village vIas to be burned, animals killed;"'-. 

A. (Interposing) I doubt very much if it was t sir. 
I would say so. 

Q. You do not know if you were on board that airplane 
or not? 

I don't know, sir. I just don't know. 

Q. I'd like you to restate once more your inter-
pretation of vlhat orders were issued to Captain MEDINA with 
respeot to the hamlet of t-ly Lai (4) • 

A. Captain MEDINA was instructed to make an assault 
on My Lai(4), and there were other objectives in mind. I do 
not know hovl that vias discussed. It: was just a sweep opera­
tion. He was instructed to take the enemy under fire and 
do battle with h1m right there, as Colonel BARKER used to 
say all the time, and try to press him into a pincers oper­
ation if he could, which did not prove out to be fact. He 
told him to destroy such fortifications or other facilities, 
to include livestock, which might give aid and comfort to 
the enemy. It ,vas not in my mind implied, in any way, . shape I 
or form, that we would destroy the population, so to speak, 
or that area. It was a field order. It was given verbally, 
it was not handed dmm in writing. And Captain MEDINA gave 
.the order to his troops after that. 

Q. Did you hear Captain MEDINA issue those orders? 

A. . I did, sir. I was with Captain tI>EDINA.It was 
around the evening meal time, and ,~e had our supper together. 
We were sitting right outside his tent that he used when 
he was at LZ Dottie, and we were si tting on a bunker. He 
asked to have the company brought in so he could give them 
his orders for tomorrow • 
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A * .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I doubt  very  much i f  it was, s ir .  
I would s a y  so. 

Q. 
o r  n o t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know. 

Q. 
p r e t a t i o n  of what orders were i s s u e d  t o  C a p t a i n  MEDINA w i t h  
r e s p e c t  to.  t h e ' h a m l e t  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

A. C a p t a i n  MEDIWA was i n s t r . u c t e d  t o  make an a s s a u l t  
on My L a i ( 4 )  , and t h e r e  were o t h e r  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  mind. 

t i o n ,  He w a s  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  enemy under f i re  and 
do b a t t l e  w i t h  h i m  r i g h t  t he re ,  as Colone l  BARKER used t o  
say  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  and t r y  t o  p r e s s  h im i n t o  a p i n c e r s  oper-  
a t i o n  i f  he  c o u l d ,  which d i d  n o t  prove  o u t  t o  be f a c t .  H e  
t o ld  h im t o  d e s t r o y  such f o r t i f i c a t : i o n s  o r  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
t o  i n c l u d e  l i v e s t o c k ,  which might g i v e  a id  and comfort  t o  
the  enemy. 
o r  form, t h a t  w e  w o u l d  d e s t r o y  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  so  t o  speak ,  
o r  t h a t  area. I t  was a f i e l d  order. I t  w a s  g iven  v e r b a l l y ,  
it w a s  n o t  handed down i n  w r i t i n g .  And C a p t a i n  N E D I N A  gave 
t h e  o r d e r  t o  his t r o o p s  a f te r  . t ha t .  

D i d  you h e a r  C a p t a i n  MEDINA i s sue  t h o s e  o r d e r s ?  8. 

A. I d id ,  s i r .  I w a s  w i t h  C a p t a i n  KEDINA. . I t  W a s  
around the  even ing  m e a l  t i m e ,  and w e  had o u r  s u p p e r  t o g e t h e r .  
W e  were s i t t i n g  r igh t .  o u t s i d e  h i s  t e n t  t h a t  he  used when 
h e  w a s  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  and w e  were s i t t i n g  on a bunker .  H e  
asked  t o  have t h e  company b r o u g h t  i n  so h e  c o u l d  g i v e  them 
h i s  orders f o r  tomorrow. 
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0 n o t  know i f  you were, on boa rd  t h a t  a i r p l a n e  

I ' d  l i k e  you t o  resta.te once more y o u r  i n t e r -  

-_ r -  d i I do -- n o t  know how that :  was d i s c u s s e d .  I t  w a s  j u s t  a sweep opera-  Jx 
t-h 

It  was n o t  i n  my mind implied,  i n  any way, . shape ,  
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siems. 
,own minds how" 
,oelieve it was 

; before 
doin'g' it." 

can not recall spec;i.fi- ' 
":: .;,;;,'>}'.:It!;:;~:: .. , 

Q. If you didn't conduct that flight, was it re-
emphasized that the village was to be burned, animals killed~~ 

A. (Interposing) I doubt very much if it was, sir. 
I would say so. i,' 

Q. You do not know if you were on board that airplane 
or not? 

A. I don't know, sir. I just don't know. 

Q. I'd like you to resta'te once more your inter-
pretation of what orders were issued to Captain MEDINA with 
respect to the hamlet of My Lai (4) . 

A. Captain MEDINA was instructed to make an assault 
on J1y Lai(4), and there:; were other objectives in mind. I do 
not know hovl that was discussed. It was just a sweep opera­
tion. He was ins'tructed to take the enemy under fire and 
do battle with him right there, as Colonel BARKER used to 
say all the time, and try to press him into a pincers oper­
ation if he coul,d, which did not prove out to be fact. He 
told him to destroy such fortifications or other facilities, 
to include livestock, which might 9ive aid and comfort to 
the enemy. It ,vas not in my mind implied, in any way, shape, 
or form, that we would destroy the population, so to speak, 
or that area. It was a field order. It was given verbally, 
it was not handed down in writing. And Captain MEDINA gave 
the order to his troops after that. 

Q. Did you hear Captain MEDINA issue those orders? 

A. I did, sir. I was with captain MEDINA •. It was 
around the evening meal time, and we had our supper together. 
We were sitting right. outside his tent that he used when 
he was at LZ Dottie, and we were sitting on a bunker. He 
asked to have the company brought in so he could give them 
his orders for tomorrow . 
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H e  a sked ' ' f b r  

a p r e t t y  good combat engagement. 
yround w i t h  t h e  s h o v e l ,  showing where t h e  152 was, marking 
t h i s  and marking t h a t ,  as  l a n d  p o i n t s  and p l a c e s  t h a t  YOU 
would a s s o c i a t e  w i th  where they  were a t  so they  would have  
an i d e a  where t h e y  were a t  when  t h e y  jumped o u t  of  the  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  which way they  were headed,  and which way t h e y  
were supposed to move. 

H e  drew t h i n g s  on t h e  

He t o l d  them t h a t  he  would be i n  

Q. 
t h e y  were going  t o  run i n t o  a s i z a b l e  f o r c e  t h e r e .  A l s o ,  
t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  would probab1.y b e  f ree  of noncombatants.  
Did h e  t e l l  them t h a t ?  

From what Capta in  MSDINA had i n d i c a t e d  t o  them, 

A. I l e f t  t h a t  o u t .  He t o l d  them t h a t  t h e  operation 
had been p lanned  f o r  somet.i.me a f t e r  0 7 0 0  h o u r s ,  ' t h e  a i r  
a s s a u l t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  would  be a p rep ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  would be 
a gunship p r e p ,  t h a t  t h e  peop le  shou ld  probably  be o u t  
t o  t h e  market p l a c e ,  and t h a t  t h e y  would probably  n o t  en- 
coun te r  any c i v i l i a n s  because  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of the 48 th  
Bat ta l ion  was i n  t h a k  area, and peop le   would^ p robab ly  scatter 
o u t ' a n d  b e  gone. H e  d i d  n o t  i n f e r ,  i n  any way, o r  exci te  
h i s  peop le  t o  a deg ree  t h a t  t h e y  might  have  done something.  
I sat  through t h e  whole t h i n g ,  and I t a l k e d  t o  him af ter-  
wards. I 
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A. He asked {or to be brought in, the 
privates,the.1ieutenants, everybody in between. The 
men gathered in:'~'·\'£iemicirc1e. I remember verY,.we11. I 
sat there on a sandbag next to the interpreter. Captain 
~illDINA gave the order to the company. Captain MEDINA pick­
ed up a shovel that was about five feet tall, leaned 
against the shovel, and gave the order. Captain MEDINA, in 
that order, told them precisely what Colonel BARKER had 
told him. He reemphasized to the ,men of the company that . 
they had been through quite a bit of hell lately, minefields, 
sniper fires, and they had not engaged a main force body of 
enemy. He emphaSized that everything poini:ed that they 
would. He wanted them to be particularly careful to take 
care of their buddies, to realize that it ,,,ou1d probably be 
a pretty good combat engagement. He drew things on the 
ground with the shovel, showing where the LZ was, marking 
this and marking that, as land points and places that you 
would associate with where they were at so they would have 
an idea where they were at when they jumped out of the 
helicopter, which way they were headed, and which way they 
were supposed to move. He told them that he would be in 
his command group. He told them the signal was the same, the 
same "push" they use, the same frequency. And he told them 
to keep in mind that th:i.s was not going to be any picnic. 

Q. From what captain MEDINA had indicated to them, 
they were going to run into a sizable force there. Also, 
that the village would probabJ.y be free of noncombatants. 
Did he tell them that? 

A. I left that out. He told them that the operation 
had been planned for somet.lme after 0700 hours,' the air 
assault, that there wouJ.d be a prep, and that there would be 
a gunship prep, that the pc.ople should probably be out 
to the market place, and that they would probably not en­
counter any civilians because the majority of the 48th 
Battalion was in that area, and people would probably scatter 
out' and be gone. He did not infer, in any way, or excite 
his people to a degree that they might have done something. 
I sat through the whole thing, and I talked to him after­
wards. 
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t h i n k  t h a t  they were-- 
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Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  Was it a normal type  of r e a c t i o n  
t h a t  you g e t  be fo re  an ope ra t ion  was i n i t i a t e d ?  

A. I th ink  so, s i r ,  normally w h a t  I 
before  ope ra t ions .  
something, and they  d id  no t  know what they w e r e ' a n t i c i p a t i n g .  
They d id  no t  know what w a s  going t o  happen., and they  were 
checking t h e i r  equipment and c l e a n i n g  t h e i r  r i f les ,  p u t t i n g  
o i l  on t h e i r  r i f l e s , '  checking ammunition, c l ean ing  ammunition, 
drying t h e i r ' h a n d  grenades.  
grenades t o  draw, each one would c a r r y ,  and t h e  whole t h i n g . ' .  
I th ink  t h a t  they  were nervous ab0u.t it. Captain MEDINA, 
himself w a s  anticipating--somewhat--somewhat nervous.  I 
w a s  myself. 
wanted t o  emphasize to .  these young men, and most of them w e r e  

, p r e t t y  young, t h a t  t hey 'were  going t o  do b a t t l e  and they 
hadn. ' t  r e a l l y  .done any, b a t t l e  up u n t i l  t h i s  t i m e .  '. They had 
had a ,  few . sn ipe r s  .and dome of t h i s  ,~~~bu t . -no th ing . .where  they  
had engaged a major fo rce  which he was ce r t a in ,  ye were all 
c e r t a i n ,  w a s  g o i n g ' t o  be t h e r e .  

T h e  people were keyed up , '  a n t i c i p a t i n g  

H e  t o l d  them how many hand 

I th ink  what h e  was doing a t  t h e  t i m e ,  he 

:i 
$ 8  

.Q. 
company no t  t o  k i l l ,  wound, or otherwise  damage or molest  
any c i v i l i a n s ;  c h i l d r e n ,  wome old men, and o t h e r  ?on- 
combatants? , .  

Did you heaS him g ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  h i s  

• 

\; , 

"," 

What'kind of Q. Did you get a fee 'for the men? 
mental frame of mind were these men in? 

.",', 

A. They were nervous, sir. They ,',ere sittirig 
around and punching each other, and he told them about 
48th and going down to the PinkvillE~ area because that was 
their first trip there. They were nervous'and they anti­
cipated a fight, and they were shaking their heads. I 
say that the company, the mental state, was not what I 
would find here back home in the states by any means. I 
.think that they were--

Q. (Interposing) Was it a normal type of reaction 
that you get before an operation Ivas initiated?· { 

. I observe <:;".1 ~~fore operatI~~~J~ S~l~e st~~p~~r::;!y k:~:~ ~p ~(?~~~icipating .. ~ 
something, and they did not know what they were anticipating. 
They did not know what was going to happen', and they were 
checking their equipment and cleaning their rifles, putting 
oil on their rifles,' checking ammunition, cleaning ammunition, 
drying their hand grenades. He told them how many hand 
grenades to draw, each one would carry, and the Whole thing.' 
I think that they were nervous about it. captain MEDINA, 
himsel f was anticipatj.ng--somewhat--somewhat nervous. I 
was myself. I think what he was doing at the time, he 
wanted to emphasize to. these young men, and most of them were 
pretty young, that they were going to do battle and they 
hadn I t really done any battle up until this time. '. They had 
had a.fewsnipers·and some of this"c-butnothing.where they 
had engaged a major force which he was certain, ~e were all 
certain, was going to be there. 

.Q. Did 
company not to 
any civilians; 
combatants? 

(KOTOUC) 
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Q. B u t  the impress ion ,  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  was s u r e l y  
t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  had vacatecl t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. 
p lann ing ,  as I s t a t e d  before, t h a t  Colonel  BARKER and 
everyone d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  matter. We t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e y  a l l  
had been i n  Son Tinh  br o f f  t o  Quang Ngai which w a s  a l i t t l e  
ways away. I know Son Tinh w a s  t h e  p l a c e  t h e y  went t o  most 

Y e s ,  s i r ,  i t  was. Because  t h a t  w a s  p a r t  of t h e  

Q.  But you knew, and b e f o r e  t h a t ,  t h a t  e v e n  though 

c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men, and so f o r t h ,  who would n o t  be able t o  
go t o  market?  

A.  I f e l t ,  i n  my mind, t h a t  t h e r e  might  be some 
t h e r e ,  y e s ,  s ir .  But i f  I may s'ay, t h a t  j.f it w a s  e i t h e r  
t a k e  t h e . c h a n c e  of "X" number of  VC sympa th ize r s  as opposed 
t o  not.  hav ing  a p r e p  i n  t h a t  a r e a  b e f o r e  t a k i n g  a r i f l e  
company i n ,  I c e r t a i n l y  can t e l l . y o u  r i g h t  now t h a t  YOU 
have t o  p r e p .  Tha t  was .my f e e l i n g ,  and I a m  s u r e  it w a s '  ' . 

everyone else 's .  Every o p e r a t i o n  w e  went i n t o ,  w e  r a n  i n t o  
c i v i l i a n s .  I neve r  went O n  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  RVN i n  my l i f e  
where t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  t h e r e . ,  Whether t h e y  were 
f r i e n d l y  c i v i l i a n s  01' n ~ t ,  I do not knaw, s i r .  

Q. Did you s h o o t  them? D i d  you h a b i t u a l l y  p u t  
a r t i l l e r y  prep on them? 

a g r e a t  p a r t  of them may be gone, of o t h e r  c i v i l i a n s ,  women, ! 

-9 - it, 
,,. 

. .  
' A. I would s a y  t h a t  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  ~ ~~ of . ~. . ~ . ~ ~  o u r  oper- 

a t ions ,  we had  p r e p s .  

Q. I a m ' n o t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of operations ' 

hav ing  preps. I unde r s t and  t h a t .  I am a s k i n g  whe the r  it 
w a s  normal t o  p u t  preps on c i v i l i a n s  and noncombatants  i n  
t h e  vi l lages? 

. "  A. Well, s i r ,  w e  d i d  no t  t h i n k  w e  were d o i n g  t h a t .  
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A. 
what we 
to be very' cautious and~t:odo what wasrigh 
say: "I don9t want anybody shooting a civilian," or, 
"I don't want anybody here shooting a baby, "or anything 
like that.' It never dmmed on me why don't you tell them 
that. I suppose it never dawned on him,. either. It wasn't 
the type of company that would do that arbitrarily. 

Q. But the impression, the implication was surely 
there that the civilians had vacated the village? 

A. Yes, sir, it was. Because that was part of the 
planning, as I stated before, that Colonel BARKER and 
everyone discussed this matter. \'1e thought that they all 
had been in Son Tinh ~r off to Quang Ngai which was a little 
ways away. I know Son Tinh was the place they went to most 
of the time. 

Q. But you kne~l, and before that, that even though 
a great part of them may be gone, of other civilians, women, 
children, old men, and so forth, who would not be able to 
go to market? 

A. I felt, in my mind, that there might be some 
there, yes, sir. But if I may say, that if it was either 
take the chance of "X" number of VC sympat:hizers as opposed 
to not having a prep in that area before t:aking a rifle 
company in, I certainly can tell, Y01.l righ 1: now that you 
have to prep. That was my feeling, and I am sure it was 
everyone else's. Every operation we went into, we ran into 
civilians. I never went on an operation in RVN in my life 
where there weren't civilians out there.' I'lhether they were 
friendly civilians 01' net, I do r,ot know, sir. 

Q. Did you shoot them? Did you habitually put 
artillery prep on them? 

A. I would say that in the majority of our oper-
ations, we had preps. 

Q. I am not talking about the majority of operations 
having preps. I understand that. I am asking whether it 
was normal to put preps on civilians and noncombatants in 
the villages? 

A. Well, sir, we did not think WE! were doing that. 
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of mar i juana ,  o 

! 
one company was moving i n  f o r  a rest  and t o  secure o u r  

mov,ing o u t .  I d o n ' t  

b e  mar i juana ,  was found. There was a l i t t l e  p l a s t i c  bag 
of  it found i n  one of t h e  bunkers .  I have n e v e r  seen a U.S. 
s o l d i e r  i n  Do t t i e  knowingly'smoking mar i juana ,  n o r  d i d  I 
t a l k .  t o  anyone a t  any t i m e  up t h e r e  who ,appeared  t o  be under 
t h e  i n f l u e n c e ,  excep t  pe rhaps  a l c o h o l .  

Q .  You would s a y ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  would b e  a 
ve ry  s m a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ?  

A. I wou'ld say  t h a t ,  yes . '  I: h o n e s t l y  b e l i e v e  t h i s .  

f i n e s t  u n i t s  -1 have ever been  i n .  The men up t h e r e  r e a l i z e  
what w e  a r e  doing ,  and t h e y  r e a l i z e  t h a t  you had  t o  have 
your  head about  you. I f  t h e r e  w a s  anyone t h e r e  b lowing  " p o t , "  
I do n o t  know about  it. 

t h a t  t h e r e  was a reasonah1.y good-sized p l a s t i c  bag of what 
i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as "green  s t u f f .  " 

A. s i r ,  1 t h i n k  i t  w a s  mari:juana i n  my own mind. 
I t  w a s  neve r  t e s t e d .  Me threw it away--is what w e  d i d  
w i t h  it. I t  a l s o  should  b e  no ted  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no Vietnam- 
ese on Dott ie  o t h e r  than i n t e r p r e t e r s  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  p r i s -  
one r s ,  when I would b r i n y  them i n  t h e r e  as an  i n i t i a l  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  p o i n t  b e f o r e  w e  s e n t  them fo rward  t o  brigade 
or wherever  else they 'were  going  t o  go. 
Vietnamese on o u r  LZ.  

Q. 
sometime i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  1 8 t h ,  t o  LZ Dot t ie .  Were 
you p r e s e n t .  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A. I do not.know. 

The men u p . t h e r e  a t  Dottie--Task Force  Barker  i s  one o f  t h e  
. .  

..A 

;& - 
.-A 

6: 
Ul 8. You do know, from what you i n d i c a t e d ,  t hough ,  

I did n o t  allow 

. ~~. ~ - 
C h a r l i e ,  Company ' f i r s t  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  t h e  f i e l d  
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'Q'. ' ,thin this area 
indication' of marijuana, opium,: or 

, ,,:,:'_:>"i,',_i" ,.. ',.u"', " 
. .",. ·',t, .. ,,_!:-' 

A.'/"", ,,' Th~re was one time.' One time,'it was brought 
to my attention and Colonel BARKER's attention that this 
one company was moving in for a rest and to secure our 
area. An¢hthe, other company ,was moving out. I don't 
even know which company it was'- "They had gone over to 
clean out the bunkers and to get the ammo put in the 
bunker around Dottie, and a sack of, 'as we say in our 
district, "yellow vegetable matter," ""hieh was assumed to 
be marijuana, was found. There was a little plastic bag 
of it found in one of the bunkers. I have never seen a U.S. 
soldier in Dottie knowingly 'smoking marijuana, nor did r 
talk. to anyone at any time up there who appeared to be under 
the influence, except perhaps alcohol. 

Q. You would say, then, that there would be a 
very small probability? 

A. I wou'ld say that, yes.' I honestly believe this. 
The men up' there at Dot,tie'--Task FOI:ce Barker is one of the 
finest units .r have ever been in. ~'he men up there realize 
what we are doing, and they realize that you had to have 
your head about you. If there was anyone there blowing "pot," 
r do not know about it. 

Q. You do know, from ,,,hat you indicated, though, 
that there was a reasonably good-sized plastic bag of what 
is commonly referred to as "green stuff." 

A. Sir, r think it was man_Juana in my own mind. 
It was never tested. '\')e threw it a1rlay--is what we did 
with it. It also should be noted that there was no Vietnam­
ese on Dottie other than interpreters and occasionally pris­
oners, when I vlOuld bring them in there as an initial 
interrogation point before we sent them forward to brigade 
or whereVer else they'were going to go. I did not allow 
Vietnamese on our LZ. 

Q. Charlie' Company first returned from the field 
sometime in the afternoon of the 18th, to LZ Dottie. Were 
you present at that time? 

A. I do not know. 
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abou t  our  

knew w e  we 

Q. D i d  your  t a s k  f o r c e  h 

' A .  1 a m  n o t  go ing  t o  be  able t o  answer t h a t  right: 
away. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  We,had d i f f e r e n t .  t h i n g s  which w e  
c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  S Q P ' s .  
Out what t o  do and t h e  c h a i n  o f  command. I a m  s u r e  
t h e r e  must have been something i n  w r i t i n g  a s  f a r  as our  
SOP \ lent .  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y .  

Q. Did b r i g a d e  have an SOP? 

A.  I do n o t  know,, s ir .  

10: I w i l l  show you t h r e e  pocke t - s i ze  c a r d s  and a sk  
you i f  you have e v e r  s e e n  t h e s e ,  E x h i b i t s  M-2, M-3, and M-4.  
These are facsimile's of c a r d s .  Have vou ejver s e e n  t h a t  

We wou ld ,go  o v e r  t r $ i n g  t o  f i g u r e  

.. 
c a r d  b e f o r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember t h i s  c a r d .  I t  w a s  g i v e n  
t o  m e  a t  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  when I came i n t o  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  
D i v i s i o n  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  M-2). 

Q. Did a l l .meml .c rs  o f  t a s k  f o r c e  have c o p i e s  of 
t h a t  ca rd?  

A .  I assume t h a t  t hzy  d i d .  They made a p o i n t  of . .  

giving it t o  m e ,  s i r .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any p e r i o d i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e s e  
cards on t h e  r e t u r n  of t h e  u n i t s  t o  t h e  f i r e  base and d u r -  
i n g  t h e  r o t a t i o n  through t h e  f i r e  base? 

A. 
w a s  some when t h e y  came i n  o f €  pa t ro l  t h a t  t h e y  gave us .  
They t a l k e d  t o  t h e  men. 
base .  There w a s  ,nowhere t o  go. ' 

. ,  

. . .  

~~ 

~ ~~ ~. . ... 

N o t  t o  my knowledge; t h e r e  may have been. There . .  

Most o f  o u r  men idid n o t  go o f f  t h e  

. Q. The q u e s t i o n  i s  whe the r  o r  no t  t h e r e  were any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  con- tex t  of t h o s e  c a r d s .  
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A. ' but 
• don.' t ' 

that colonel-"':, hat the ,colc)n'e1. had"a great of interest 
about our tal:lk:force, and the 'general officers, they were 
dO\vn there';qt;ite a bit trying to help us out, because they 
knew we were working under somewhat adverse conditions. 

Q. Did your task force have an SOP? 

'A. I am not going to be able to answer that right' 
away. I don't know, sir. Iva, had different, things which we 
considered to be SOP's. \'Ie would, go over trying to figure 
out ",hat to do and the chain of command. I am sure 
there must have been something in writing as far as our 
SOP ,'lent. I couldn't say. 

Q. Did brigade have an SOP? 

A. I do not know, sir. 

IO: I will show you three pocket-size cards and ask 
you if you have ever seen these, Exhibits M-2, M-3, and M-4. 
These are facsimiles of cards. Have you e:ver seen that 
card before? 

A. Yes, sir, I remember this card. 
to me at division headquarters when I came 
Division (referring to H-2). ' 

It was given 
into the Americal 

Q. Did all members' cif task force have copies of 
that card? 

A. I assume that th2Y did. They made a point of 
giving it to me, sir. 

Q. Was there any periodic instruction on these 
cards on the return of the units to the fire base and dur­
ing the rotation through the fire base? 

A. Not to my knowledge; there may have been. There 
was some when they came in 6ff patrol tha't they gave us. 
They talked t.o the men. Most of our men did not go off the 
base. There was nowhere to go. ' 

Q. The question is ",hether or not there were any 
instructions in the con'text of those cards. 
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Q. 
A. I assume t h a t  t h e y  were, s ir .  

Q. I show you a n o t h e r  c a r d  (55-4). 

Were these d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  men? 

A. I d o n ' t  relnember t h i s  one o f f  hand 
i n - b r i e f i n g  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Americal D i v i s i o n ,  
cards and i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and t h e y  had a l i t t l e  
schoo l  there. 

During t h e  
t h e y  gave us 
5-day 

.. . 

r e c e p t i o n  s t a t i o n  a t  Chu i a i  where t h e -  A k e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n  i s ?  
0.  When you a r r i v e d  i n  c o u n t r v ,  Y O U  w< 

A. 
t o  Chu L a i ,  r e p o r t e d  t o  G1 a t  d i v i s i o n ,  and t h e y  decided 
what m y  f u r t h e r  o r d e r s  would be. And t h e y  p u t  m e  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l ,  as I recal l  a 5-day s c h o o l .  
gave classes on how t o  yel l  h a l t ,  s t o p ,  come here ,  and so 
f o r t h  i n  Vietnamese. 
about  how w e  were n o t  o v e r  h e r e  t o  run  t h e i r  minds,  
t o  k i l l  Vietnamese. Me were over t o  es tabl ish democracy. 

I went from Saigon t o  Long Binh, from Long B i n h  

_- A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e y  

They showed us  movies and p e r i o d i c a l s  
and n o t  

c- 
-4 

Q. 
a t i o n  course, a t  t h e  A m e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n  i n  Chu L a i ,  on t h e  
subject o f  h a n d l i n g  PW's, t h e  h a n d l i n g  and t r e a t m e n t  of non- 
combatants  , women, c h i l d r e n  and o l d  men, r e p o r t i n g  a t roc i t i e s  
and s o  f o r t h ,  was t h i s  t r a i n i n g  s u f f i c i e n t ?  

A. 
p r imary  cu r r i cu lum of t h e  school. 
was g i v e n  o u t  i n  a s e n s i b l e ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  manner. 

I n  your  o p i n i o n ,  when you were a t  t h e  i n d o c t r i n -  

I t  w a s  n o t ,  by any s t r e t c h  of t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  a 
It  w a s  g i v e n  o u t ,  and it 

Q.  
supposed t o  do? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q. 
a r r i v i n g  for t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

There i s  no q u e s t i o n  i n  your  mind what  you were 
~ 

T h i s  t r a i n i n g  was a lso g i v e n  t o  a l l  r ep lacemen t s  
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,:tes. This was' the policy: 

Were these distributed to the men? 

I assume that they were, sir. 

I show you another card (M-4). 

A. I don't rerr:ember this one off hand. During the 
in-briefing section of the,Americal Division, they gave us 
cards and inst:ructions, and they had a little 5-day 
school there. 

Q. When you arrived in country, you "lent 1:0 the 
reception station at Chu Lai where the Americal Division is? 

A. I went from Saigon to Long Binh, from Long Binh 
to Chu Lai, repor'ted to Gl at division, and they decided 
what my further orders would be. And they put me in the 
school, as I recall a 5-day school. At that time they 
gave classes on how to yell halt, stop, come here, and so 
forth in Vietnamese. They showed us movies and periodicals 
about how we were not over here to run their minds, and not 
to kill Vietnamese. \'Ie were over to ea tablish democracy. 

Q. In your opinion, when you were at the indoctrin-
ation course, at the Americal Division in Chu Lai, on the 
subject of handling P\V's, the han.dling, and treatment of non-' 
combatants, women, children and old men, reporting atrooities 
and so forth, was this training sufficient? 

A. It was not I by any 5 tretch of the imagination f a 
primary curriculum of the school. It was given out, and it 
was given out in a sensible, intelligent manner. 

Q. There is no question in your mind what you were 
supposed to do? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. This training was also given to all replacements 
arriving for the division? 

(KOTOUC) 55 . APP ,T-B " 

FO R OFF ICIAr,USjC6N:r;yy~~....,...,~.",.,.,"';""""""",,,,,,;,,,,~¢~,,,,,'Ir,b-,ti:!!<'''':d';''-'''. ",,', 
t'T 

-~~~<--------~-----------



Q. D i d  you e v e r  see any i n s t r u c t i . o n s  which may have 
implemented i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document from 
t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n ,  from your  briqade, o r  poss ib ly  t h e  - - - 
t a s k  f o r c e ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n g  any th ing  come down 
i n  w r i t i n g  Oi l  t:iis s : ;b jec t .  ~t was diccui;sed on numerous 
o c c a s i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  my b u s i n e s s ,  because  I: d id  
i n t e r r o g a t e  p r i s o n e r s .  I c m  probably-- the i n s t r u c t i o n s  were. 
g i v e n  t o  t h e  t r o o p s ,  because they  were t h e  ones  who c a u g h t  
t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  I went o u t ,  and i n  most cases t h e y  fed them 
b e f o r e  I got  t he re ,  o r  the:{ had given  them cans  o f  food t o  
l j r i n g  back w i t h  t h e m  t o  t h e  LZ. They always gave t h e  pr is-  
o n e r s  c igaret tes .  I d i d  n o t  see any m a l t r e a t ~ m e n t ,   so^ I can' 
assume t h a t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  must have been put o u t  t o  the 
t r o o p s  because  they  t reated t h e  p r i s o n e r s  good. Even when 
t h e y  bound them, t h e y  would b i n d  them and p u t  them i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r .  I t h i n k  there is  an appa ren t  r e a s o n  fo r  t h a t .  
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Q. 
that 
course 

A. 
in Chu 

sir, I think so •. The' school was up there 
I think that everyone went there, probably. 

Q. I ShO~l you another exhibit (D-I), which is MAev 
Regulation 20-4, entitled "Inspections, Investigations, War 
Crimes." I would ask not for you to read all the details, 
that is not necessary, but to review it to see if you have 
seen this document? 

A. I don't recull reading this document, sir, nor 
having it read to me. 

Q. Do you kno" .:hether this documc'nt was available 
in Headquarters, Tas},; Force Barker? 

A. No, I do not. 

Q. Headqui1rters of 11th Brigade? 

A. No, I do not know. 

Q. Did you ever see any instructions which may have 
implemented instructions from this particular document from 
the Americal Division, from your brigade, or possibly the 
task force? 

A. I do not recall ever seeing anything come down 
in writing on this s',bject. It: was discussed on numerous 
occasions I particularly in my business, b('~cause I did 
interroga·te prisonerE. I can probably--the instructions were 
given to the troops , because they were th,Ol ones who caught 
the prisoners. I went out, and in most cases they fed them 
before I got there, or tlwy had given them cans of food to 
bring back wi th them to th'; LZ. They always gave the pris­
oners cigarettes. I did not see any maltreatment, so I can 
assume that the instructions must have been put out to the 
troops because they treated the prisoners good. Even when 
they bound them, they would bind them and put them in the 
helicopter. I think there is an apparent reason for that. 
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t o  t h i s  d i r e c t l y .  Th i s  was a t h o u g h t ,  t h e  commander's and 
mine ,  on how t o  b u s t  through t h i s  a r e a .  We wanted t o  clear 
t h e  a r e a  because  i t  was a headache t.o everyone.  We wanted 
t o  g e t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  of t h e r e  and i n t e r r e d  i n  t h e s e  camp 
t h a t  t hey  had b o t h  a t  Son T,inh and--I d o n ' t , , r e c a l l .  That  : 

was where Major WIL1,OUGIIEIY w a s  a t .  And, it w a s  our  p l a n ,  an 
w e  worked a t  i t  very hard .  Colonel  BARKER worked a t  it v e r y  
h a r d  so w e  cou ld  take the c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e r e  and be  s u r e  t h a  
t h e y  had r a t i o n s  and q u a r t e r s ,  and t h e n  go i n  t h e r e  and clea 
t h e  area o u t  so w e  could  a t  least o b s e r v e  i n  t h e r e .  Because 
t h e r e  were so many old b u i l d i n y s  and h c . t s ,  v i l lages  and 
r i v e r s  - - 

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h i s  the d i s c u s s i o n  b e f o r e  o r  
a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  s t a r t e d  b e f o r e  I 
even a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  because Colonel  BARKER w a s  t a l k i n g  
t o  me about  i t  j u s t  i n  a m a t t e r  of  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  g e t t i n g  
my o p i n i o n  and my ideas on it. 

MR WEST: 
companies which took  p a r t  i n  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  on My L a i  
( 4 )  ? 

A. I would say Chat t h e y  w e r e .  

Q. 

A. 
major o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e y  had been under  f i r e .  
seen f s i e n d s  k i l l e d  i n  o t h e r  b a t t l s e s ,   and I t h i n k  t h a t  
t hey  w e r e ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  w e l l  equipped  to  c a r r y  t h e i r  
mi s s ion  o u t .  Cap ta in  PIICHLES' company had seen  more a c t i o n  
t h a n  Cap ta in  MEDINA's company. C a p t a i n  MICNLES' company 
w a s  an e x c e l l e n t  company. 

-3. z>- 
4 - 2  

&- 
W 

' 

Capt.ain KOTOlJC, how a b o u t  t h e  men i n  t h e  two 

Were they  b a t t l c - - e x p e r i e n c e d  s o l d i e r s ?  

Would you c a l l  them b a t t l e - h a r d e n e d  s o l d i e r s ?  

Al.thouyh C h a r l i e  Company h a d  n o t  engaged i n  a 
They had 

They were v e r y  w e l l  l e d .  
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MA~(;~~~ .. ~ .. · Captain , when 
... ~ the ratio of kills to 3 weapons , you 

qiscussiontha.t you' recalled about" bulldozing 
area •.... Was this something ·that .followed 16 Harch? 

A. No, sir. I don't think that 16 March cont 
to this directly. This was a thought, the commander's and 
mine, on how to bust through this area. We \,anted to clear 
the area because it I.as a headache t:o everyone. We wan ted. 
to get the civilians out of there and interred in these camps' 
that they had both at Son T·inh and---I don't· recall. That _, 
was where Major iHLLOUGlIBY was at. And, it was our plan, and. 
we worked at it very hard. Colonel BARKER worked at it very: 
hard so we could take the civilians in there and be sure that' 
they had rations and quarters, and then go in there and clean 
the area out so we could at least observe in there. Because 
there were so many old buildings and h~ts, villages and 
rivers--

Q. (Interposing) Was this the discussion before or 
after the operation? 

A. I think that the discussion started before I 
even arrived there, because Colonel BARKER was talking 
to me about it just in a matter of conversation, getting 
my opinion and my iueas on it. 

MR WEST: Captain KOTOOC, how about the men in the two 
companies which took part in the combat assault on My Lai 
(4)? Were they bat t1 e-- experienced soldiers? 

A. I would say that they were. 

Q. Would you call them battle-hardened soldiers? 

A. Although Charlie Company had not engaged in a 
major operation, they had been under fire. They had 
seen friends killed in other battles, and I think that 
they were, for the most part, well equipped to carry their 
mission out. Captain HICHLES' company had seen more action 
than Captain MEDINA's company. Captain MICHLES' company 
was an excellent company. They were very well led • 
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Q. D o  you know i f  he  had a nickname d u r i n g  this 
p e r i o d ?  

A .  D o  you mean "Uad Dog"? I read . t ha t  i n  t h e  papers, 
s ir .  We had a l o t  of n i c k n a x e s  f o r  peop le .  C a p t a i n  MEDINA's 
nickname i n  i1at;ai.i was  ad oog." I hope it i s  t a k e n  i n  t h e  
way .it i s  meant. ?t was a name of  r e s p e c t  f r o m  t h e  troops. 
He was always pusiiinrj and s t a y i n g  wi th  t h e  company. If t h e y  
s t a y e d  a t  n i g h t ,  l i e  s t a y e d .  When they  a te ,  he  a te  l a s t .  
They just named 1ii.r.1 "i4ad," and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  meant t o  
i n f e r  t h a t  he was i n s a n e  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t ha t .  

J 4 Q. I d i d n ' t  take i t  t h a t  way-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I know, I j u s t  want  t o  make it 
c l e a r  what I know. 

Q. W e  had i n d i c a t i o n s  from p r e v i o u s  t e s t imony  t h a t  
t h i s  w a s  r e f e r r i n g ,  a t  1eas.i: i n  p a r t ,  t o  h . i s  c o m p e t i t i v e  
s p i r i t ?  

, , . ' B  
,,JL. ::i: . .  

, A. Very s t r u n g ,  ccmpe.titive-- ..I 

. . .',@ 
> ,  . .  

.< .d.t '5*, . ,,.. Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You s a i d  t h a t  was a f a i r  a p p r a i s a l ?  ' ' ' ,., & 
A. I had Bravo Company and he  had C h a r l i e  Company. 
I could  n e v e r  b e a t  him. He was very  competit ive-minded. 
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,I." 
Q. 
captain 

A. 'me~,ca:Ptain~!EDINA in He 
was a lieutenant when I first met him. 

Q. How long did you know him in Ha;~aii? 

A. I arrived in 1966, in August, about that time.-
I knew Captain HEDINA from that time until now. 

Q. 
period? 

Do you knQ',v if he had a nickname during this 

A. Do you mean "Had Dog"? I read that in the papers, 
sir. We had a lot of nicknames for people. Captain MEDINA's 
nickname in llawaii vias "Mad Dog." I hope it is taken in the 
way .it is meant. It "as a name of respect from the troops. 
He was alvlays pushinrJ and staying with the company. 'If they 
stayed at night, he; stayed. When they ate, he ate last. 
'l'hey just named hi.t( "Mad," and I don't think they meant to 
infer that he was insane or anything like that. 

Q. I didn't take it tha't way--

A. (Interposing) I know, I just want to make it 
clear what I know. 

Q. 
this was 
spirit? 

A. 

Q. 

We had indications from previous testimony that 
referring, at least: in part, to his competitive 

Very strong, compc'ci ti ve--

(Interposing) You said that was a fair apprais,al? 

A. I had Bravo Company and he had Charlie Company. 
I could never beat him. He was very competitive-minded. 

Q. I was thinking of this . Ivere you thinking of 
this when you were speaking of body count:? Was there a body 
count competition be'twcen the companies? 
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.. t han  a n o t h e r  conpany? For example--- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  would have t o  s a y  C a p t a i n  
MICHLES' company p robab ly  had t h e  m o s t  k i l l e d  because  
they  had been i n  the b i g g e s t  engagements and more a c t i o n .  
MEDIWA'S company, I know, had the most c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q.  DO you have i.n your  posses s ion  o r  r e t a i n e d  
r eco rds  a r o s  t o r  from Beadquar t e r s ,  Task Force Barker?  

A .  No, s i r ,  1 :!on't. A1.1 answers a r e  from 

m a k e  an o f f i c e r ' s  r o s t e r .  I have ve r  had one i f  t h e y  
d i d  make a roster. 

Q. Was t.he a c t u a l  number of people  i n  t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s  o f  the ta.slc f o r c e  ra ther  sma l l ?  

,m.i.mory- I c!nn'+. rerzl! .  if the?:,: ' ~ i  c,.,,,,. /, '! , . i i .? r o t  

27 
a A. Y e s ,  sir, it was r y  small, smaller t h a n  any 

b a t t a l i o n .  

Q. Would yo11 h e l p  us l i s t  a s  man members-- 

A. ( Inter j?osi .nq)  I w i l l  be g l a d  t o  h e l p  you i n  
any th ing  I can.  

COL MILLER: Y o u  received i n s t r u c t i . o n s  on t h e  t r e a t m e n t  
of  p r i s o n e r s  a t  t,!?.e siihool i n  Chu Lai when you went t o  
Vietnam. Y o u  said t h a t  o t h e r  peop le  had been  i n s t r u c t e d  
on t h e  subject on a number of o c c a s i o n s .  
who t h o s e  p e o p l e  m i g h t  have been ,  and uqder  what  circum- 
s t a n c e s  ? 

A. Well, s i r ,  n o t  any formal  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  an 
i n f o r m a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  They ta lked  t o  t h e  men on t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  t h e y  c a p t u r e d ,  how t o  t r ea t  them, and t o  t a k e  
it e a s y  on them. 
them around l i k e  a d.og, so  t o  speak .  

- D o  you r e c a l l  

'They were p r i s o n e r s ,  b u t  d o n ' t ' b e  k i c k i n g  
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were "',together:"If one I"asat 
in thE\l"field,' 'and"one' ':.JoUld beat' Ut)tight. 
WQuld,s\,!itch. I don't believe so, sir. 

,,',} ·i,';:~!:<t:')'.::~\, ' , .-' . 
Q... With respect to body count, do you have any 
information whether one company had a higher body count 
than another, company? For example---

A. 
MICHLES' 
they had 
MEDINA's 

(Interposing) I would have to say Captain 
company probably had the most killed because 
been in Hie biggest engagements and more action. 
company, I knoVl, had the most casualties. 

Q. Do you have i.n your possession or retained 
records a roster from Headquarters, Task Force Barker? 

A. No, sir, I cl.on't. All my answers are from 
m0rnoryo I don't. reC'~ll if the):,=:: \,i{~'·: r.:~"'\_"!:.''''<!, ',)-: .. d not 
make an officer." s roster. I have never had one if they 
did make a rostc'>r . 

Q. Was t.lle actual number of people in the head-
quarters of the task force rather small?' 

A. Yes, six', it Vias .very small, smaller than any 
battali.on. 

Q. Would you help us list a,s man members--

A. (Interposinq) ,I will be glad to help you in 
anything I can. 

COL MILLER: You reeced \Ted instructions on the treatment 
of prisoners at tJ18 school in Chu I,ai when you went to 
Vietnam. You said l:h"t other people had been instructed 
on the subject on a llumber of occasions. Do you recall 
who those people might have been, and un,der what circum­
stances? 

A. Well, sir f not any formal presentation, an 
informal presentation. They talked to the men on the 
prisoners they captured, how to treat them, and to ta~e . 
it easy on them. 'I'hey were prisoners, but don't be k~ck~ng 
them around like a dog, so to speak • 
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Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  what s c h o o l  t h e r e ?  
Did t h e  b r i g a d e  com;ander-- 

That  i s  v7ha.t 1 d id .  

Q. Did y,ou normally i n t e r r o g a t e  p r i s o n e r s  who had 

Q. Did you a f t e r  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I i n t e r r o g a t e d - - I  p robably  d i d .  I a m  sure  w e  
brought  p r i s o n e r s  back t o  D o t t i e .  I d i d  i , n t e r r o g a t e  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  v11iere t h o  VC who hall y o t  away from us 

Q. Was t h i s  on the  l G t h ?  

A. Th i s  w a s  on t h e  1 6 t h .  

A. N o ,  sir. The peop le  I i n t e r r o g a t e d  and ques t ioned  
for  t h e  most p a r t  were ve ry  r e l u c t a n t  t o  t a l k .  
normally s a y  t h a t  t hey  d i d n ' t  know or  d i d n ' t  remember. 
bombs had been f a l l i . n g  and t h e i r  head h u r t .  
much of a s t a n d a r d  answer. 

They would 

T h i s  was p r e t t y  
The  

. 

Q. 

A. <-: ';,;ft~,nK-, to to SElY. 

Q. you so instructed?:. v' 

A. 
Army 

'Ye~Y,~ i''r.J:i;;;';;;;ins tructed throughout my . 
:,'1''''",' " ' • '-,", ','" ,'-'._ ", .' 

careeF.,· a.:t:\d"t,h~nClga~h ~n. Vietnam. ""'.".;.',:.,,',:,.'.'.,:.:,'.,:",',":';'~""'"' 
';' ~l,.' ,,-'-, ';"''", I···oj' 'i/"!",, \ I '. "' ,: , ,.' ., • ~ . .',,1 c,~; :', d ' 

Q. I am talking·:m~utvietnam. 

A. In Vietnam--

Q. (Interposing) Specifically at what school there? 
Did the brigade commander--

A. (Interposing) Colonel BARKER said that he wanted 
our prisoners bro<'lgh t in. Interrogate them, and find out if 
they were going to be of any value. Take it easy on them. 
That is What I did. 

Q. Did y,ou normally interrogate prisoners who had 
been cap.turecl? 

A. I normally did, yes, sir. 

Q. Did you after the 11y Lai (4) incident? 

A. I interrogated--I probably did. I am sure we 
brought prisoners back to Dottie. I did interrogate in the 
field with respect to where the VC who had got away from us 
had gone, and also about the mines and booby traps. My 
inter:preter worked vIi th me, and they discovered a number of 
mines and booby traps. It was a very short interrogation. 

Q. ~,as this on the 16th? 

A. This was on the 16th. 

Q. Did you get any other unusual information from 
them concerning suCh thj.ngs as killings? 

A. No, sir. The people I interrogated and questioned 
for the most part were very reluctant to talk. They would 
normally say that they didn't know or didn't remember. The 
bombs had been falling and their head hurt. This was pretty 
much of a standard answer. 
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Q. D i d  Sergeant  P H U ' s  a t t i t u d e  toward you o r  any 
o the r  U.S. member change a f t e r  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  Sergeant P H U ,  
MEDINA'S i n t e r p r e t e r ,  you mentioned t h a t  h e  w a s  a f r i e n d  of . 
yours? 

A. H e  s t ayed  a real  good f r i e n d  of mine u n t i l  t h e  
t i m e  I l e f t .  When w e  broke up, he  knnd of f e l t  bad about 
breaking up t h e  t a sk  fo rce .  

Q. . 
toward you o r  o the r  members of the  U . S .  f o rces?  

A. N o ,  s ir ,  none whatsoever. H e  would i n s t r u c t  m e  
i n  Vietnamese. 

Q. 
opera t ion?  

A. 
H e  normally went o u t  and s t ayed  w i t h  h i m .  
normally d o n ' t  do t h a t .  H e  w a s  good. 

Q- Where w a s  t h i s  minef ie ld  where so many men were 
in ju red?  

A. 
nor thern  A0 boundary. 
w a s  a blocking p o s i t i o n  job f o r  MEDINA'S company, and they  

B u t  there w a s  no change i n  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

Sergeant  P H U ,  was he w i t h  Captain MEDINA on t h i s  

H e  probably i r ,  b u t  I do n o t  know f o r  s u r e .  
The i n t e r p r e t e r s  

I t  was no r th  of  LZ Dot t i e .  It  was along t h e  
W e  went i n  t h e r e .  As I recall,  i t  

• 

• 

A. 
Brigade. 

i~,~ ,~~ ;r'~.~'1' .. : 

Ur>qm not a VC, I just' 
It was always the other"> 

.", "~,~'.',,., ',. '" ' , .. ;,') /~, ,:' ,ri'r~,,<;;:\~lj' ,"'; I 

, . ,'. ':" "'"", ,.; .. ,," ,<./,,' " " ',' , 
your company '"5",h~,ql;l"morning report 

, . ", ~~;,;:,i,L:i ~t :.'t;!'~i<,,;X:~{::'l'ik:).;~\:L:f'·;'~r: ~ , 
'?,~ \ ~ ',<,;0, , .;, :1", , 

Headquarters" Company, the brigade, sir, 11th 
That is my parent unit. 

Q. Was it unusual--had you ever se"en before the 
National Police persecute prisoners or VC suspects? 

A. 
like 
took 

This is my first experience and last, but I'd 
to say again that I did not see them do it. They 
him behind the building, and I heard a rifle go off. 

Q. Did Sergeant PllU's attitUde toward you or any 
other U.S." member change after this operation? Sergeant PHU, 
MEDINA's interpreter, you mentioned t:hat he was a friend of " 
yours? 

A. He stayed a real good friend of mine until the 
time I left. When we broke up, he kind of felt bad about 
breaking up the task force. 

Q. . But there was no change in his relationship 
toward you or other members of the U.S. forces? 

A. No, sir, none whatsoever. He would instruct me 
in Vietnamese. 

Q. "Sergeant PHU, was he with Captain MEDINA on this 
'operation? 

A. He probab ly was,' sir, but I do 
He normally went out and stayed with him. 
normally don't do that. He,was good. 

" 

not know for sure. 
The interpreters 

Q. 
injured? 

Where was this minefield where so many men were 

A. It was north of LZ Dottie. It was along the 
northern AO boundary. We went in there. As I recall, it 
was a blocking position job for MEDINA'S company, and they 
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  he  d i d  o r  no't. 
and I sha red  a bunker ,  and :,is used t o  have some of o u r  

n o t  formal  briefii:,;;:; . 
Q. Is it t r u e  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  concep t ,  a g r e a t  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t ,  and t h e  a s s a u l t  om t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
v i l l o T e  or hamle t ,  :.:zs hascd on t h e  s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  
would be  a l a r g e  nurlher of c i v i l i a n s  a t  market? T h i s  ap- 
payen t ly  cme t.hroi>.cjh i n t e l l i g e n c e  channe, ls .  Now, can  you 
remember o r  can you c i t e  a r e f e r e n c e  o r  do you know.'a doc,-. 
ument which gave you t h i s  i n fo rma t ion?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  I can n o t  c i t e  any document, b u t  it 
w a s  through i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of  people ,  people  I had t a l k e d  to. 
Th i s  w a s  a iways- - th i s  was the  p a r t  w e  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  
o u t ,  how t h e y  moved i n  t h e  a r e a .  They a l l  came and went  
about  t h e  same t i m e .  

Q. 
else b e s i d e s  y o u r  own assessmc.?nts and e v a l u a t i o n s ?  

A. I t h i n k  so .  I f  I r e c a l l ,  p a r t  of i t  came from 
Colonel  BARKER. I n l o r m a t i o n ,  I t h i n k ,  he r e c e i v e d  from h i s  
contacts o r  somewhere l i k e  t h a t .  It i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
m e  t o  p i n  it down. 

COL F R A N K L I N :  You s a i d  t h a t  ' task Force Barker  had a body 
count  of c i v i l i a n s .  
you h e a r  i t ?  

A. 
I d o n ' t  remember what i t  was. And I t a l k e d  t o  f r i e n d s  
around t h e r e .  I had lunch  w i t h  them b e f o r e  I went back up 
t o  Dott ie .  I w a s  down t o  DUC Pho t o  b r i g a d e  many t i m e s ,  and 
I t a l k e d  t o  d i f f e r e n . t  f r i e n d s  down t h e r e .  I do n o t  remember 
who they  were. I t a l k c d  t o  everyone I c o u l d ,  j u s t  t o  see 
them. They mentioned ti1a.t t h e y  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  such  a--1 

Major CALHOuN 

Ln ?:::a% bunker.  Again, I must :say t h a t  t h e y  were 
. .  

Was t h i s  your--did t h i s  come from somewhere 
. ,  

Who was s a y i n g  t h a t  and how o f t e n  d id  
~~ ~ ~ 

I wen t  down t o  b r i g a d e  f o r  something or  o t h e r .  
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Q. • Waf! Colonel BARKER there? Did he',hear your 
briefing? 

A. I don't recall if he did or noL Major CALHOUN 
and I shared a bunker, and ' .. Ie used to' have some of our 
briefirL'; ::':1 ~:hat bunker. Again, I must :say that they were 
not formal briefiJ:cp. 

Q. Is it true that the entire concept, a great 
portion of the concept, and the assault on this particular 
villaJe or hamlet, ',las based on the suppo:sition that there 
would be a large number of civilians at market? This ap­
pa-.:-ently Ci1'11e r.hro1J.']h intell igence channels. Now, can. you 
remember or can you cite a reference or do you know a doc-. 
ument which gave you this information? 

A. No, sir. I can not ci te any document, but it 
was through interrogation of people, people I had talked to. 
This was always--this was the part we were trying to figure 
out, how they moved in the area. They all carne and went 
about the same time. 

Q. Was this your--did this corne from somewhere 
else besides your own assessments and evaluations? 

A. I think so, If I recall, part of it came from 
Colonel BARKER. Information, I think, he received from his 
contacts or somewhere like that. It is very difficult f.or 
me to pin it down. 

COL FRANKLIN: You s aid that 'l'ask Force Barker had a body 
count of civilians. IVho was saying that and how often did 
you hear it? 

A. I went down to brigade for something or other. 
I don't remember what it was. And I talked to friends 
around there. I had lunch wi th them be fore I went back up 
to Dottie. I was down to Due Pho to brigade many times, and 
I talked to different friends down there. I do not remember 
who they were. I talked 1:0 everyone I could, just to see 
them. They mentioned that t.lley didn't think that such a--I 
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D i d  you e v e r  he 
t h e  people  i n s i d n  your  TOC? 

A. No, s i r ,  I neve r  d i d .  

P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  the major o p e r a t i o n s  were there and 
on t h e  p e n i n s u l a  u p  n o r t h .  

Q. How,  .in your  mind, d i d  YOU e x p l a i n  t h e  30 t o  1 
body count  wi l e i i  ~ i io s t  of your  c a s u a l t i e s  were from mines and 
booby t r a p s .  Who was k i l l i n g  these p e o p l e ,  and what t y p e  
o p e r a t i o n s ?  

T h e  major o p e r a t i o n s ,  a g a i n ,  were down where you , . '  
-.-\ spoke o f ,  s i r .  And t h e m  w a s  s n i p e r  f i r e  throughout  t h e  AO. 3> a- And everyone once i n  a wliile--they .would c a l l  i n .  I t  w a s  
L)'1 u sua l  t o  gGt t:.io o r  t h r e e  VC w i t h  weapons, and lose one our-  
C T i  s e l v e s  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  We used gunships  q u i t e  e x t e n s i v e l y  

th roughou t  the are a. 

Q. 

A. I wish I could recall  t h e  r a t i o - -  

Q. ( I i i%erpos ing)  25  o r  whatever .  High body coun t .  

A. 

Q. 
c o u n t s .  D i d  you a c c c p t  these? D i d . y o u ~ . e v e r  conf i rm o r  check 
it o u t ,  go o u t  y o u r s e l f  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER, go o u t  t h e r e  
a f t e r  a . b a t t l c  o r  ambush and g e t  o u t  on t h e  ground and 
check these t h i n g s  o u t ?  

, ,  

Then you b e l i e v e  this body. coun t  of 30 t o  l? 

The r a t i o  w e  c o n s i d e r e d  a c c e p t a b l e .  

The companies would r e p o r t  t o  you on t h e  body 

A. I n  major o p e r a t i o n s ,  w e  normal ly  went o u t  a t  I 
d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r v a l s .  If I got- a r e p o r t  t h a t  Bravo Company 4 
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A .•... ,,;<:; ..• ,. I doubt it. Most 0 my rie'nds'did 
anythi~g to do "il:h--they were junior'in rank. 

~' , 

Q. 
the people 

Did you ever hear this expressed at Dottie by 
inside your TOC? . 

A. No, sir, I never did. 

Q. Were your two major operations down along the 
Pinkville area? 

A. Yes, sir, the major operations were there and 
on the peninsula up north. 

Q. How, in your mind, did you explain the 30 to 1 
body count wile" most of your casua,L'I~ies were from mines and 
booby traps. Who ~las killing these people, and what type 
operations? 

A. The major operations, again, "ere down where you 
spoke of, sir. And there was sniper fire throughout the AO. 
And everyone once in a wllile--they would call in. It was 
usual to gwt two or three VC with weapons, and lose one our­
selves occasionally. We used gunShips quite extensively 
throughout the il.rea. . 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Then you believe this body count of 30 to l? 

I wish r could recall the ratio--

(Interposing) 25 or whatever. High body count. 

The ratio we considered acceptable. 

Q. The companies would report to you on the body 
counts. Did you accept these? Did.you.Elver confirm or check 
it out, go out yourself with Colonel BARKER, go out there 
after a'battle or ambush and get out on the ground and 
check these things out? 

A. In major operations, we normally went out at 
different intervals. If I got a report that Bravo Company 
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A. I a m  s u r e  Sergeant  JOHNSON was t h e r e .  

Q. How about  Major CALHOUN? $ 
i 

.A 

A.  Major CALHOIJN may have been t h e r e .  I do n o t  know' . ' 

if he  went o u t  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  day. 
Colonel BARKEX made TJt;OUi'J gv t o  Upt ight ,  and he would 
d i rec t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  from Upt.ight. 

Q. 
manded t h i s  o r d e r ?  

A. . Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You hea rd  t h i s ,  also? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  on t h e  r a d i o .  

Q. 
given by Colonel  HEXDERSCIN? 
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Q. 
to verify···· 

.by Task Fn ..... '·"':· 
,";' 

.C, A. d them 
afterwards~, • 

Q. ~o'v·chopper or anyone· from Task Force· Barker went 
out specifically, or came back with any count? 

A. No, sir. 

MR WALSH: Captain, you said this morning that you knew 
Colonel HENDERSON had directed MEDINA to s~leep back through 
the village and make a body count 'of civilians broken down 
by men, women, and children. flow did you know that? 

A. It was on the radio, sir. 

Q. You were:, listening to the radio:? 

A. Y',s, si:t:. We monitor all radio frequencies 
at the TOC. 

Q. Who was with you at the TOC at ,the time you 
heard that? 

A. I am sure Sergeant JOHNSON \vas there. 

Q. How about Major CALHOUN? 

A. Major CALHOUN may have been there. I do not know 
if he went out in a helicopter that day. It' was--sometimes 
Colonel BARKER made vAJ,HOUN go to uptight, and he would 
direct the operation from Uptight. 

Q. You also said that General KOS~'ER had counter-
manded this order? 

A. 'Yes, sir. 

Q. You heard this, also? 

A. Yes, sir, on the x'adio; 

Q. Did this happn immediately afj:er the order was 
given by Colonel HENDERSON? 

(KOTOUC) 64 APP T-S 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

. ~. 



FOR OI 'FICIAL USE O l J L Y  
, , .",. ,;li 

0 A.  I would say  y e s ,  s i r ,  immediately.  

Q. Had General  KOSTER heard Colonel  HENDERSON 
g ive  t h i s  o v e r  t h e  same channel?  

4 
A .  H e  m u s t  have heard  it because he countermanded it. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n t e r v e n i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  i n -  
vo lv ing  any o t h e r  peoplz  o r  between them from t h e  t ime Colonel  
HENDERSON gave t h e  ordcr and General KOSTEI? countermanded it? 

A.  No, s i r .  I t  was j u s t  an o r d e r  t o  be  fo l lowed.  
There was no d i s c u s s i o n  o r  argument o r  a s k i n g  them t o  p l e a s e  
r e c o n s i d e r ,  no.  

Q.  You hea rd  t h e  two o r d e r s ,  one by Colonel  
HENDERSON and one  by General KOSTEi7, and you c a n ' t  r eca l l  
t h e  t ime gap between t h e  two? 

A.  Again, I would say immediately t h e r e a f t e r .  It 
was n o t  a long  t i m e .  

10: Cap ta in  KOTOUC, what you :;aid t o d a y ,  abou t  your  
s t a f f ,  and t h e  way t h e  s t a f f  f u n c t i o n s .  From them, your  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Colonel  BARKER, o r e  you--1 g e t  t h e  d i s t i n c t  
impress ion  t h a t  i t  was p r e t t y  much a one-man show? a 

-z 

3-i.- A. I t  was, s i r .  
Cn 
-.! Q. Did he pe rmi t  t h e  s t a f f  t '3 f u n c t i o n  as a S t a f f ?  

A *  

A .  Yes, ,sir. Colonel  BARKER d i d  n o t  r i d e  your  
s h o u l d e r s  so  t o  speak .  He l e t  you o p e r a t e  and he  would 
t a l k  t o  you. And h e ,  Colonel  BARKER, w a s  a v e r y  S t rong  
commander, s ir .  And 1 r e s p e c t e d  him q u i t e  a grea t  d e a l .  

Q. DO you have any knowledge, d i r e c t  knowledge, of 
t h e  men o f  c /1 /20 ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  b e i n g  under  
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  mar i juana  o r  any o t h e r  d rugs?  

,A. N O ,  I do n o t ,  s i r .  

Q. 
men may have been under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of m a r i j u a n a  o r  o t h e r  
d rugs?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Do you know o f  any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  where t h e s e  

( 
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A. I would say yes, sir, immediately. 

Q. Had General KOSTER heard Colonel HENDERSON 
give this over the same channel? 

A. He must have ;leard it because he countermanded it. 

Q. You don't recall any intervening discussion in-
vol ving any other people or betv;een them from the time Colonel 
HENDERSON gave the order and General KOSTEl< countermanded it? 

A. No, sir. It was just an order to be fOllowed. 
There was no discussion or argument or asking them to please 
reconsider, no. 

Q. 
HENDERSON 
the time 

You heard 
and one by 

gap bet\'leen 

the two orders, 
General KOSTER, 
the two? 

one by Colonel 
and you can't recall 

A. Again, I vlOuld say immediately thereafter. It 
was not a long time. 

10: Captain KOTOLJC, what you said today, about your 
staff, and the way the staff functions. From them, your 
description of Colonel BARKER, are you--I get the distinct 
impression that it VIas pretty much a one-man show? 

A. It was, sir. 

Q. Did he permit the staff to function as a staff? 

A. Yes, ,sir. Colonel BARKER did not ride your 
shoulders so to speak. He let you operate and he would 
talk to you. And he, Colonel BARKER, was a very strong 
commander, sir. And I respected him quite a great deal. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge, direct knowledge, of 
the men of C/l/20, at the time of this operation, being under' 
the influence of marijuana or any other drugs? 

A. No, I do not, sir. 

Q. Do you know of any other operations where these 
men may have been under the influence of marijuana or other 
drugs? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q. D o  you knox. o f  a n y  of  the men in t h e  t a s k  
force--when they  have been unc?cr such i n f l u e n c e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  

Q. Did you e v c r  !i?,?:- an o r d e r  o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  b e i n g  
g iven  n o t  t o  d i s c a s s  tl:e I . ' . .  ..: i a i - -whatever  took p l a c e  a t  
My L a i  ( 4 )  on 1 6  iNarch !.963:, 

A.  I d i d  n o t ,  s i r .  

Q. P r i o r  t o  .<O'.ir coming he re  t o  this h e a r i n g ,  had 
you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  :nati;er :.;ith anybody c l se  i n  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e ?  

A. I t a l k e d  t o  Captain !.EDINA, s i r .  

Q. When d i d  Y O U  tcii ' :  t o  Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. Or? 2 4  Movcii3.bc?r. T w a s  i n  c o n t a c t  by  t e l e p h o n e  
f r o m  my horn.:: !.o Capta in  14CiJDI:li~ a t  F o r t  Dcnning, Georgia .  The 
news had coiiif oii t  oi-I around k'riday o r  S a t u r d a y ,  2 1  o r  2 2 ,  and 
I had t h o u g h t  about  i t  all week long  and all week-end long .  
I c a l l e d  up and I ta l .ked t o  Captain M E D I N A ,  and my c o n v e r s a t i o n  
w a s  t h a t  I wanted t o  assure  l i i m  t h a t  I was wi th  him and I w a s  
a f r i e n d ,  and i f  lie needed mi: f o r  any th ing  a t  all he  c o u l d  
c a l l  on me. I t o l d  him t h a t  ;.:c were a l l  behind  him. I f  
any t r o u b l e  came forward ,  t h a t  I would  bc r i g h t  w i t h  him. 
M r s .  N E D I N A  i s  a f r i e n d  of  ivy wife, and my w i f e  was v e r y  
u p s e t  about  t h i s  whole thing. Again, on a Sunday, 30 November, 
' I  t a l k e d  t o  Cap ta in  I.IEDT?:>. agai.n by t e l ephone .  And I informed 
Cap ta in  MEDINA t h a t  I ha<.i becn cal . led t o  come 0u.t h e r e  t o  tes- 
t i f y  b e f o r e  some type o.E bo::ri!. I had no i d e a  3 f  t h e  subject, 
o t h e r  t h a n  i t  w a s  probab!.;; r e l a t e d .  I asked  him i f  h e  was 
go ing  t o  be i n  Washinqtoii ;it i rhat  t i m e ,  and he  s a i d  t h a t  he  
w a s  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  k i c  unCer: ; tosd t h a t  hc might  come up around 
Thursday. I want t o  makc i t  c l e a r  now, t h a t  w e  d i d  n o t  ~ 0 1 -  
l a b o r a t e  i n  any way what.socver. I c a l l e d  him s t r i c t l y  because  
h e  i s  a f r i e n d .  A.nd I thought  tha . t ,  a t  a t i m e  l i k e  t h a t ,  h e  
c o u l d  use  a l l  t h e  f r i e n d s  he  cou ld  get .  

Q .  Did your  f r i e n d s h i p  f o r  Cap ta in  NEDINA have any 
i n f l u e n c e  on your  judgmemt or  your a c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
s i t u a t i o n ?  
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Q. Do you know of any of the men in the task 
force--when they have been und"r such influence? 

A. No, sir, I do not. 

Q. Did you ever hC2~ an order or instruction being 
given not to discuss the >~.: Lai--Hhatever took place at 
Hy Lai (4) on 16 March .1.9687 

A. I did not, sir. 

Q. Prior to yo~r coming here to this hearing, had 
you discussed this matter with anybody else in the task 
force? 

A. I talked to Captain HSDINA, sir. 

Q. When did you taP: to Captain MEDINA? 

A. On 24 Novcm::'cr. I WilS in contact by telephone 
from my hom·, ' .. 0 Captain llLDLI[, il t Fort Benning, Georgia. The 
news had come Ol.it on around Friday or Saturday, 21 or 22, and 
I had thought about it all I'leek long and all week-end long. 
I called up and I talked to Captain MEDINA, and my conversation 
was that I wanted to ass ure him tha'c I Vias with him and I was 
a friend, and if he needed me for anything at all he could 
calIon me. I told him that ·,';0 were all behind him. If 
any trouble came forward, that I \'lould be right with him. 
Mrs. MEDINA is a friend of my ,'life, and my wife was very 
upset about this \'111018 thing. 1\gain, on a Sunday, 30 November, 

. I talked to Captain '·1EDU';,·, ClCjain by telephone. And I informed 
Captain MEDINA that I had been called to come out here to tes­
tify before some type of bo:'rd. I had no idea of the subject, 
other than it was DrobabJy related. I asked him if he was 
going to be in WashinCjto,l·· at that time, and he said that he 
was not sure, but h'3 und'2r'i tood that he might come up around 
Thursday. I want to make it clear now, t:hat we did not col­
laborate in any way '·Ihatsoever. I called him strictly because 
he is a friend. lI.nd I thouc;ht i:hat, at 2l time like that, he 
could use all the friends he could get. 

Q. Did your friendship for Captain I-lEDINA have any 
influence on your judgment or your actions in this particular 
situation? 
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Q .  Has it i n  any way i n f l u e n c e d  what you have had t o  
say b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Absolu te ly  i n  no way, s i r .  T h e r e ' s  no reason f o r  
.. it to .  

COL FRANKLIN: Was it comnlon f o r  the  b r i g a d e  commander t o  
t a l k  t o  a compaiy commander and g i v e  h i m  o r d e r s ,  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade? 

A. I heard it done many t imes .  Before Colonel  HEN- 
DERSON took cojmTarid, General  LIPSCONB d i d  on many o c c a s i o n s .  
General  LIPSCOX3 h imsel f  landed i n  t h e  midd le  of t h a t  dang 
mine f i e ld  t h a t  day. This  was n o t  unusua l .  

Q. Before w e  r e c e s s ,  I woulil  l i k e  t o  g i v e  you an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  +:CI make any a d d i t i o n a l  s ta te rnent  you would l i k e  
t o  make o r  anyth ing  which i n  your  judgment would prove bene- 
f i c i a l  t o  t h e  purpose of t h i s  heari-ng. 

A. I n  my hones t  o p i n i o n ,  I f i n d  it ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
b e l i e v e  some of  t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  whole 
t h i n g  has  t o  be looked a t ,  and I ' m  s u r e  t h a t ' s  what you g e n t l e -  
men h e r e  are  doing .  1 would l i k e  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  Task Force  
Barker  was a f i n e  o u t f i t ,  and w e  los t  some good men; i t ' s  a 
shame t h a t  t h i s  had  t o  come up l i k e  t h i s .  A s  f a r  as I ' m  con- 
cerned ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was on ,  t,hey were n o t i f i e d .  Even t h e  
network i n  Saj.gori, and i.f anyone i s  cove r ing  up ,  t h a t ' s  a 
h e l l  of a way to  do i t .  I f  anybody wanted t o  know what w a s  
going on,  why they were r i g h t  t h e r e .  

10: What do you mean, they  " p u t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on"? 

A. The body coun t  went o v e r  A F N .  The body coun t  
i t s e l f ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  were g i v e n  over t h e  
r a d i o  t o  t h e  general. p u b l i c ,  Vietn.amese and VC a l i k e .  

Q .  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I assume they  p i c k  up a cer- 
t a i n  amount from o u r  s t a t i o n .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  anyone 
t r i e d  t o  cover  t h i s  up. And as f a r  as your  q u e s t i o n  on Cap-  
t a i n  MEDINA's nickname--I w a s  t h e r e  a t  one t i m e  i n  a m i n e f i e l d  

Was t h i s  a l so  b r o a d c a s t  by t h e  Vietnamese s t a t i o n ?  
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A. No, sir. 

Q. Has it in any way influenced what you have had to 
say before this investigation? 

A. Absolutely in no 'vay, sir. There's no reason for 
it to. 

COL FRANKLIN: I'las it common for the br igade commander to 
talk to a company commander and give him orders, in the 11th 
Brigade? 

A. I heard it done many times. Before Colonel HEN-
DERSON took cOlThTand, General LIPSCOI1B did on many occasions. 
General LIPSCOMB himself landed in the middle of that dang 
minefield that day. This vias not unusual. 

Q. Before we recess, I would like to give you an 
opportuni ty +~O make any additional statement YOU would like 
to make or anything ,"hich in your judgment would prove bene­
ficial to the purpose of this hearing. 

A. In my honest opinion, I find it very difficult to 
believe some of these allegations. I think that the whole 
thing has to be looked at, and I'm sure that's what you gentle­
men here are ctoing. I would like +:0 tell you that Task Force 
Barker was a fine outfit, and we lost some good men; it's a 
shame that this had to come up likE~ this. As far as I'm con­
cerned, the operation \Jas on, t.hey were notified. Even the 
net.work in Saigon, and if anyone is covering up, that's a 
hell of a way to do it. If anybody wanted to know what was 
going on, why they were right there . 

. 10: Wha-t do you mean, they "put the operation on"? 

A. 'The body count went over AFN. The body count 
itself, the operation, the location were given over the 
radio to the general public, Vietnamese and VC alike. 

Q. Was this also broadcast by the Vietnamese station? 

A. I don't know, sir. I assume they pick up a cer­
tain amount from our station. I :/ust can't believe anyone 
tried to cover this up. And as far as your question on Cap­
tain MEDIN],' s nickname--I was there at one time in a minefield 
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when a man had h i s  foot blown up, and we w e r e  c a r r y i n g  him 
t o  a h e l i c o p t e r .  P E D I N A  was s t a n d i n g  there ,  and t h e  man 
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when a man had his foot blm·m up, and we wore carrying him 
to a helicopter. MEDINA was s tanding there, and the man 
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g r a b b e d  him and  s a i d :  "I c a n ' t  fight fo r  you  any more." 
I would s a y  t h a t  t h a t  'was i n d i c a t i v e  (of the way h i s  t r o o p s  
f e l t  about him. I t h i n k  he i s  a f i n e  o f f i c e r ,  a n d  I ' m  
s o r r y  t h i s  t h i n g  came up .  

I0 : D o  you have  a n y t h i n g  f u r t h e r  to say? 

A. No, s i r .  

10: T h i s  h e a r i n g  v i l l  recess. 

( T h k  h e a r i n g  i -eccssed  a t  l;28 h o u r s ,  6 Decelrber 
1 9 6 9 . )  
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grabbed him and said: "I can't fight for you any more." 
I Vlould say that that '.-las indicative of the \~ay his troops 
felt about him. I think he is a fine officer, and I'm 
sorry this thing came up. 

10: Do you have anj'thing further to say? 

A. No, sir. 

10: This hearing will recess. 

('l'hG hearing :cecossed at 1528 hours, 6 December 
1969 . ) 
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