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entered 1nto the'record. 1 Wlll show you

reV1ew 1t
Have you ever seen this report before?

A. No, this is the first--no, this is the first
knowledge that an actlon report was made. .
Q. Was your task force in the habit of maklng after
action reports7 '

A. Colonel BARKER--I had observed Colonel BARKER
writing what I thought might have been an after action
report because he was using onionskin paper and filling

in positions and sc forth. Colonel BARKER had never asked
me to help with one, and I do not know if he turned them in
or not, sir. He never asked me to cooperate in any type

of after action- report, none whatsoever. I was not aware
if he turned one in or not. ‘

Q. The only knowledge you have of any after action
reports, then, would be only the fact that you saw him at
one time preparing an after action report?

A. Yes, sir. He Sat at his desk in his trailer.
Q. Would you know of any particular reason why thlS
particular report was prepared? Had you heard any request

to have such a report?

A, . I heard none, sir. I was not asked for my
opinions or recommendations. ' '

Q. You will notice that this particular report,
dated 28 March, in paragraph 2, covers the time period

from 0730 in the morning to 1800 hours on the-léth. Do =
~ you know the first daylight hours in the operation?
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- e you know.of any- reaso
ntlon here of 01v1llan7casualt1es7

Q. . You will notice page '3, paragraph 12 discusses
friendly and enemy loses,,and that there is no mentlon of
any civilian casualties? ﬂfﬁ & - )

A. ' The 128 I recall as the flgure being announced
that night on the Armed Forces Network. &aAnd I remember it
coming into the TOC, that 128. We were addlng such casual-
ties as they were reported by both companies in the field. o
I do not recall in my own mind, now, whether or not this was
the total figure, or what kind of figure this was. I would
not say positively that this would be a body count. I would
not Know. Now, why there is no civilians listed on there,
I have no idea. I had nothing to do with the corroboration
of the report. ' : '

Q. Did anybody in your headquarxters attempt to
analyze the ratio between enemy KIA of 128, and 3
weapons captured?

A. Yes, sir, this was given some thought. We had-~
there were cperations where we could only secure several
weapons and no VC. There were operations when we could get
VC and it was very difficult to find the weapons with them,
If I may draw a comparison, after Colonel BARKER left the
task force, for his job down in Duc Pho, an interim period
before he came back with 4/3, I was left up at Dottie with
Colonel ADKINS, who is commanding officer of 4/3. There

was an operaticn during that time where there were well over
160 weapons of every type imaginable found, and there were’
2 VvC. 8ir, the correlation between the number of weapons
and bodies, so to speak, there just wasn't any logical ex-
planation we could assume. We had had intelligence reports,
and I believe these to be accurate and true, where the weapons
were buried, dropped in rice paddies, put in rivers. The
first thing Charlie did with his weapon was get rid of it
i1f it did not look like he was going to be able to win. We
tried to search out. There was probably 200 weapons oL more
in that area, but to find them is absolutely impossible. '
That place is heavily covered with vegetation. There were
rice paddies. The rice was very high. The tunnels were
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. very deep.

'The only way we could do it, this was even discussed, was

R

and long, and it was difficult to find--there were
a million and one places to hide something in that place.’ i

to go in there when there was an operation such as this,

a clear and destroy operation, bring bulldozers in, and just
bulldoze the whole area. To me it was logical but disappointin
that we did not find any more weapons than we did. I saw:
weapons lying on the ground 2 or 3 weeks before that, and

I saw them out of my helicopter. when we went to get them,

they were gone.

well, with respect to 2 VC XIA and 100 weapons,

Q-
Because it

I do not think that is a very good correlation.
is pretty obvious, it seems obvious, that they must have
discovered a weapons cache'i. . This -is quite, a bit different
than individual weapons. ...~ S :

A. The thing that I am trying to point out, sir,

is that it is the &pinion’ of all the officers in Task Force
Barker, the ones that I knew up there, they were just awfully
lucky to get the weapons along with Charlie. C

Q. But this disparity of the weapons issue, and the
fact that reports were coming in that there were VC casual-
‘ties, noncombative casualties, were never really put togeth-

er and analyzed. Is that correct?

A. Yes, that is correct, sir. As far as I was
concerned, the report from the helicopter that someone was
shot down was never discussed with me after that day. In
faci, it was not discussed too much in length that day.

- Q. What was your normal ratio of enemy losses to
friendly losses going against strong resistance?

A. ' We had--it is pretty high, sir. We had a lot;
we PSEd to keep it posted. I am trying to think what it
was-~30 or more to 1. I would like to be able to

tell you exactly, but I cannot recall.

1§

Q.
undue alarm in this opera

pa;agraph 27

This shows 2 to 120, or 1 to 64. This caused.
tion, the friendly losses report in
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-not seem.to be that bad. I can say that Colonel BARKER was

o,

thatnbad the

Lo, being’’ shall e SéY, unreasonable cons;derlng the’
numbe o;?persons that were killed in ction prior

opéiatlon during the firing of: the artillery. It ai

ratio: being’

elated’”and ‘he'told me that. Of course, we were also think
ing a positive frame of mind at the time; and we were happy
our people weren't killed, mutllated ~and wounded like they

had: been in the past.

0. The exact reason why I asked you the question,
you just stated, "Mutilated like had happened in the past;"
which would indicate that is normal. '

A. Not in our operation, but I would say this is an
estimate. Ninety percent of our casualties were by mines
and booby traps, not from enemy fire. On some days—--I know:
one day we lost guite a few men, and we never even sSaw one -
Vietnamese the wnole day. Bubk we lost people out of Captain -
MEDINA's company that day in the minefield. I was unfor- &S
tunate to be out with them, with Colonel BARKER in a heli-
copter. These people were killed in action., This is part

of our ratio, sir.
Q Were you Familiar with any other——let me rephrase .

that. After the filing of the combat after action report,
were you familiar with any other investigation that may

have been conductcd*ﬂ

LA, (Interpo ing) Wlth respect to March 16, sir?
Q. " Yes.
A, Again, all 1 cannéay is that I was never con-

tacted on an investigeation. No one asked me my views, my
opinions, or my knowledge. They just did not want to ask
me. 1t was just never discussed.

I have here Exhibit R~1, which refers to the
investigation, dated 24 April, by Colonel” HENDERSON, the
brigade commander. 1 ask you to review this document. -

A, I have never seen this report before, sir. I
might point out that Colonel HENDERSON did not talk to me,

as he left my name out of it.
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a. i N@i'sir, I did not. -

Q. Did you have any knowledge that such an 1nvest1-
gation as this was under way?

A. No, sir.  The first thing I have known of any

investigation was when it made the news media, which was
a week and a half or so age. I was somewhat shocked and

dismayed by it.

Q. Do you con51der that the report, as you see it,
would be a prcper kind of investigation that should he _con-—

ducted in the event of an atroc1ty°

A, Sir, if I may say, I am not sure I am quallfled

to determine wnat senior officers are good and bad. I mean
that in all honesty and sincerity. . I do not mean to be face-
tious in any way. I do not know what I would have done in
thely place, had I had the information that was apparently
available to them and not available to me at the time-~- until
now. I would have probably differed in some respects, but

I do not know what I would have done. I would have sat

and talked to someone who knew what he was doing.

down
P :
Q. i I refer you to the first inclosure, dated 14
April. Have you ever seen this statement before?
A, | This statement, itself, I have never seen. I

. have seen things that were similar to tth, propaganda
leaflets and so forth. ‘
I am not talking

Only this piece of paper here.

about that.
A, f} - 8ir, I have not seen this statemehtwhereTbeforel‘
Q. Referrlng to Inclosure 2, thls is a translatlon

of the Ve ‘propaganda leaflet which was put out in the area.
Have ‘you seen this before?
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'Q. Do you have any knowledge of any lnvestlgatlon

fA. I have no knowledge of that either,'sir.

7Q. ~ Oor by Colonel KHIEN the province chief of Quang‘
Ngai Provxnce°

A, . No, sir.

TQ. Did you have any intelligence. avallable to you

from U.S. or ARVN forces which may have indicated that atroci-

‘.1n1t1al report°

A "No, sir.

am referrlng to the second paragraph from the
2, which refers to 500 people. -

top of page

A. I never saw that'before in my life, sir. Izcéhf
say without any question, I have never seen that before in
my life. ' S : : .

Q. Do you know of any other investigations that may
have been made either by U.S. or ARVN forces of the lnc1dent

- of 16 March? . : , S
; . " N ) - j - "

. S o : : I

A. ' No, sir, I don't. = | ' i
Q. To your knowledge, was Colonel BARKER dlrected !

to conduct a formal lnvestlgatlon°

A. Not to my knowledge.

by Colonel TOAN, the commanding officer of the 2d ARVN
Division? :

ties or something unusual had taken place in My Lai Village
on 16 March 1968 other than what I have already stated, the

Q. You had no knowledge of any 1nformat10n comlng o o

from the ARVN?
A. '~ NO, sir, I do not.
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Al
Q.:' 7" D1d you hear anythlng or was there anythlng that

might have .caused susp1c10n in your mind that something:
unusual took.place in My Lal Hamlet on 16 March?

A. ’ Slr, I hold again the point that there were some
civilians killed. . I._did. not believe there was anything
there in the nature of an atr001ty or anything of that
nature at . all.. T jugt dismissed it as idle rumor. And when
they talked about it, as I said before, with my .friends down
at Duc Pho, I dismissed it because most of them had strong
feellng toward Task Force Barker. We had a lot of belief

in each other._ T dlsmlssed it as 1dle gossrp, and that was
all. ey : L : :

Q.r"f }wT If Son Tlnh District had 1nforma

.census grlevance team,.orhthe VLllagé;chlefxl Qni .
Vlllage,’or from additional civilians:or ARVN mllltary
ources, ould Such 1nformatlon have been avallable to you?

»

;Jﬁg;' I do not know, sir, if it would have been or i
jnot;_‘I never_recelved any. :

Q." Dld you have a llalson offlcer ln Son Tlnh
Dretrlct? L
Q. Whom did you rely upon Ffor lnformatLOn from dis-

trict and prov1nce headquarters?
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~me pieces of information.  We would post those on our board

He was the advisor down thére’ and I must--llke to state e
now . that a lot of 1ntelllgence I recelved from Colonel BARK
because Colonel BARKER talked to Major GAVIN, anéd he would
come back and tell me. Occasionally, Major GAVIN would giv

‘and determiheiWhaty they meant.. A lot. of information I got
from Colonel BARXER himself, sir, what ‘he received on his ¢
1ittle trips around the area., OccaSLOnally, Colonel BLACK-
LEDGE. would call me on the phone or I would drop down to see
him. He would glve me information then.

Q. Captaln KOTOUC, I show yocu here Exhibit M-5,

‘which is a memorandum from the district chief of Son Tinh,
‘to the province chief of Quang Ngal Province, and ask you
if you have ever seen this report in Engllsh translation

before?
A. I have never seen this before, sir.

Q. Going back to the operation and the reporting of
the operation, do you know how many hamlets were burned dur-
ing the course of the operatlon°

A. No, sir, I don't. I know there were some fires
because when I went down over in the chopper, I noticed the
smoke coming up from the ground 'Some of the buildings in
the area were not what you'd call related to other buildings,
like a farm here, and maybe over here another farm or some-
thlng like that. I can only give you an estimate, sir. I
don't think it was a great many.

Q. Was this a part of your operating procedures?
In the event they did this, that they would report?

A. They would report, the commanders of each company.
They would report any action that they took in the destruc-
tion of the offensive positions, buildings, or anything else,
or any of the facilities there that might aid the vC. Any-
thlng they destroyed was to be reported destroyed. ‘

Q. " Was anything reported to you during the course

' of this operation, 3 to 4 days, any additional villages and
hamlets aside from My Lai (4) such as My Khe (1), My Khe (3),
other villages to the southwest of Pinkville that were also

burned?
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Was‘there any account or. estlmate‘as to the number
of anlmals in the My Lai area, My Lai (4) area and other areas,

that were kllled durlng this operat:.on'J o

A. 3 Not to my knowledge.
Q. ~ Pigs, water buffalo, cattle~-
h. (Interposinq) Not to my memory'there was not. I

do not recall ever seeing a report on that-~livestock, fowl,
or animal. , -

Q. I would like to return to the preriod immediately

preceding the operation and issuance of orders. You indi-

cated that possibly you had been on board the aircraft the
day before, or possibly 2 days before the operation, with
the company corwanders to make a recon.

A. There is a possibility of that.

Q. ‘ If you were to fly south of the area-—-to refresh
your memory, would you recall discussion concerning exactly
where the area was located? Would you recall such an inci-

dent in an aircraﬁt?

A. | Well, I recall going up the river, I recall that

very well. Now, I hope this is the same one. I am not sure. .

I recall that because my map fell out the doocr. We circled
around the general area of operations and we went up the

peninsula, up north, and back down (pointing to map). This
was just an overflight. We did look at a church down there.

Q. _ Church or pagoda?

A. Pagoda, I'm sorry, pagoda. And we flew back to
Dottie in the course of our recons. I can definitely tell
you that that was not it. I do not recall--what T am talk-
ing about is a later operation, with MICHLES.- -I do. not
recall~-

Q. (Interposing) Do you‘recall any discussion ﬁrior
to that time pointing out that that is going to be the LZ,
and that is going to be ‘here the artillery prep is going?

\.
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We always went-out to look ln our own’ mlnds how
ere set up., I have no reason’ to: ‘pelieve it was:

Q. l C If you didn‘t conduct that flight, was it re=-
emphasized that the v1llage was to be burned anlmals kllledn—_-

A. (Interposing) I doubt very much if it was, sir.
I would say sO. NI

Q. You do not know if you were on board that airplane _
or not? ‘ : : . L .:’
A. I don't know, sir. I just don't know. tfﬂ
Q. 1'd like you to restate once more your inter-

pretation of what orders were issued to Captain MEDINA w1th
respect to the hamlet of My Lai (4 ’ ‘C;

A. Captain MEDINA was instructed to make an assault
on My Lai(4), and there were other objectives in mind. I do
not know how that was discussed. It was just.a sweép opera-
tion. He was instructed to take the enemy under: fire and

do battle with him right there, as Colonel BARKER used to
say all the time, and try to press him into a pincers oper-
ation if he could, which did not prove out to be fact. He -
told him to destroy such fortifications or other facilities,
to include livestock, which might give ald and comfort to
the enemy. It was not in my mind implied, in any way, shape,
or form, that we would destroy the population, so to speak,
or that area. It was a field order. It was given verbally,
it was not handed down in writing. And Captain MEDINA gave
the order to his troops after that. - o

Q. Did you hear Captain MEDINA issue those orders?

A. I did, sir. I was with Captain MEDINA. It was
around the evening meal time, and we had our supper together.
We were sitting right outside his tent that he used when
he was at LZ Dottie, and we were sitting on a bunker. He
asked to have the company brought in so he could give them
his orders for tomorrow.
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I have no. . reason\to believe it was

Q. : If you dldn t conduct that flight, was it re-
emphasized that the v1llage was to be burned, animals killed=--

A. (Interposing) I doubt very much if it was; sir.

I would say so. . - _ e ' K . R

Q. You do not know if you were on board that airplanél” S
or not? [P R . : . , i ‘ 1!
A, I don't know, six. I juﬁt don't know. '-ﬂ
Q. ' ‘d like you to restate once more your inter-

pretation of what orders were issued to Captain MEDINA . w1th
respect to- the hamlet of My Lai (4).

A. Captain MEDINA was instructed to make an assault -
on My Lai(4), and there were other objectives in mind. I do ‘.-
not know how that was discussed. It was just a sweép opera~
tion, He was instructed to take the enemy under fire and
do battle with him right there, as Colonel BARKER used to
say all the time, and try to press him into a pincers oper-
ation if he could, which did not prove out to be fact. He
told him to destroy such fortifications or other facilities,
to include livestock, which might give aid and comfort to
the enemy. It was not in my mind implied, in any way, shape,
or form, that we would destroy the population, so to speak,
or that area. It was a field order. It was given verbally,
it was not handed down in writing. And Captain MEDINA gave
the order to his troops after -that. : S :

Q. Did you hear Captain MEDINA issue those orders?

‘A. - I did, sir. I was Wlth Captaln MEDINA. .It was
around the evening meal time, and we had our supper together.
We were sitting right outside his tent that he used when

he was at LZ Dottie, and we were 51tt1ng on a bunker. He
asked to have the company brought in so he could give them
his orders for tomorrow.
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"an idea where they were at when they jumped out of the

Q.

A. " He asked for the company to be brought in, the
privates, the lieutenants,-and everybody in between. The

men gathered-in“&“semici¥cle. . I remember. very, well. I

sat there on a sandbag next to the interpreter. Captain
MEDINA gave the order to the company. Captain MEDINA pick-
ed up a shovel that was about five feet tall, leaned

against the shovel, and gave the order. Captain MEDINA, in
that order, told them precisely what Colonel BARKER had

told him. He reemphasized to the men of the company that ]
they had been through guite a bit of hell lately, minefields,
sniper fires, and they had not engaged a main force body of .
enemy. He emphasized that everything pointed that they '
would. He wanted them to be particularly careful to take
care of their buddies, to realize that it would probably be
a pretty good combat engagement. He drew things on the
ground with the shovel, showing where the LZ was, marking
this and marking that, as land points and places that you
would associate with where they were at so they would have

helicopter, which way they were headed, and which way they
were supposed to move. He told them that he would be in

his command group. He told them the signal was the same, the
same "push® they use, the same frequency. And he told them
to keep in mind that this was not going to be any picnic.

~E

From what Captain MEDINA had indicated to them,
‘into a sizable force there. Also,
probably be free of noncombatants.

Q.
they were going to run
that the village would
Did he tell them that?

A. I left that out. He told them that the operation
had been planned for sometime after 0700 hours, the air
assault, that there would be a prep, and that there would be B ‘
a gunship prep, that the people should probably be out L
to the market place, and that they would probably not en- Lo
counter any civilians because the majority of the 48th o
Battalion was in that area, and people would probably scatter
out and be gone. He did not infer, in any way, oxr excite

his people to a degree that they might have done something.

1 sat through the whole thing, and I talked to him after-

wards.
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I Wlll Scil.;‘

sir, . ; :
_ the people were. ln,_tnere wa a‘p0551b111ty that thlS could
“happen.slr;,,ﬁ : - S b - SRR
0. S Dld you get a feel for the men? :What'kihd:ef 

mental frame of mlnd were these men 1n°

A, . " - _They were nervous,‘51r  They were smttlng
around and punchlng each other, and he told them about: the -
48th and going down to the Pinkville area because that was’
their first trlp there. They were nervous and they anti-
?01pated a fight, and they were shaking their heads. I would
‘say that the company, the mental state, was not what I.
would find here back home in the Stthb by any means.. I
:{thlnk that they were-- : -
qg' Q. (Interposmng) Was it a normal type of reactlon
'] that you get before an operatlon was 1n1t1ated°--” ‘ :
T~ _ : D
ﬁj: A, T thlnL so, 51r, normally what I would observe
' before operations. The people were keyed up, ‘anticipating
- something, 'and they did not know what they were: anticipating.
They did not know what was going to happen, and they were
- checking their equipment and ‘cleaning their rifles, putting
‘0il on their rifles, checking ammunition, cleaning ammunition,
- drying their hand grenades. He told them how many hand :
grenades to draw, each one would carry, and the whole thing. .
I think that they were nervous about it. Captain MEDINA,
himself was anticipating--somewhat-~-somewhat nervous. I
i was myself. T think what he was doing at the time, he o
V T wanted to emphasize to these young men, and most of them were
" . pretty young, that they were going to do battle and they -
hadn't really done any battle up. until this time. ' They had B
had a few snipers: ‘and some of this; but-nothing. where they
~hadq engaged a major force which he was certaln, we - were all
certaln, was gorng to be there.‘v.' o R q

= :.&j_}-:- [EOR

A 4

el

e b N YT PR e S

Q. ’ Dld you hear him glve any 1nstructlons to his
company-. not to kill, wound, or otherwise damage or molest
‘any civilians; chlldren, women, old men, and other non- -
combatants? .- ol e S
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' FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

14




- to be Very cautlous and:to’. do- ‘'what was rlght He“dld not
say: "I do not want anybody shooting a c1v111an,' or,
~ "I don't want anybody here shooting a baby,?'or anything
-like that.' It never dawned on me why don't:you tell them
that. I suppose:it never dawned on him, either. It wasn't
the type of company that would do that arbitrarily.

Q. . But the impression, the implication was surely
there that the civilians had vacated the village?

. _ {
A. Yes, sir, it was. Because that was part of the
planning, as 1 stated before, that Colonel BARKER and
everyone discussed thls matter. We thought that they all
had been in Son Tinh or off to Quang Ngai which was a little
ways away. I know Son Tinh was the place they went to most
of the time. o - '

B = ST I

Q. . But you knew, and before that, that even though
a great part of them may be gone, of other civilians, women,
children, old men, and so forth, who would not be able to

S e

‘go to market" ‘ o B | ' " ‘
A. I felt, in my mind, that there might be some ;%zfﬁg
there, yes, sir. But if I may say, that if it was either - : —

take the chance of "X" number of VC sympathizers as opposed
to not having a prep in that area before taking a rifle
company in, I certainly can tell.you right now that you

have to prep. . That was my feeling, and I am sure it was - _
everyone else's. Every operation we went.into, we ran into
civilians. I never went on an operation in RVN in my life
where there weren't civilians out there.  Whether they were
frlendly c1v1llans or nct, I do not know} s*r.a : '

Q. C Dld you shoot them? Dld you habltually put
artillery prep on them’

A. I would say that in the majorlty of our oper—
athDS: we had preps. S

- Q. ' '”, I am not talklng about the majority of operatlons
having preps. I understand that. I am asking whether it
was normal to put preps on civilians and noncombatants in

the v1llages°

‘A, ' Well, sir, we did not think we were d01ng that._
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llndlcatlon of marljuana; oplum;‘

Ao

“Vietnamese on our LZ.

‘you present at that time?

_A. I do not know,

Or any;form of drugs?

A There was onc tlme.. One tlme 1t was brought
to my attention and Colonel BARKER's attention that this
one company was moving in for a rest and to secure our
area. . And:the other company. was .moving out. I don't
even -know which company it was. 'They had gone over to
clean out the bunkers and to get.the ammo put in the
bunker around Dottie, and a sack of, as we say in our
district, "vellow vegetable matter," .which was assumed to -
be marijuana, was found. There was a little plastic bag -
of it found in one of the bunkers. I have never seen a U.S. .
soldier in Dottie knowingly smoking marijuana, nor 4id I _
talk to anyone at any time up there who appeared to be under . -
the influence, except perhaps alcohol. o

Q. : You would say, then, that there would be a
very small probability? .

A, I would eay that ves.” I honestly believe this.
The men up there at Dottie--Task Force Barker is one of the
finest units I have ever been in. The men up there realize
what we are doing, and they realize that you had to have
your head about you. If there was anyone there blowing "pot,'
I do not know about it.

Q. __..7 You do know, from what you 1nd1cated though,
that there was a reasonably good- sized plastic bag of what
is commonly referred to as "green stuff.”

A, = Sir, I think it was marijuana in my own mind.

It was never tested. We threw it away-—~is what we did
with it. It also should be noted that there was no Vietnam-

ese on Dottie other than 1nterpreters and occasionally pris-
oners, when I would bring them in there as an initial
interrogation point before we sent them forward to brigade
or wherever else they were going to go. I did not allow

Q. Charlle Company first returned from the field
sometime in the afternoon of the 18th, to LZ Dottie. Were
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necessarlly meal 1t was. not’ tru , I don't’ know‘”
that colonel--that- the- ‘¢colonél. had. a. great deal. of 1nterest
about our: task force, and the'general officers, they were
down there- qulte a bit trying to help us out, because they

knew we were worklng under somewnat adverse. condltlons.

Q. ' Dld your task force have an SOP?

AL I am not 901ng to be able to answer that right
away. I don't know, sir. We. had different thlngs which we
considered to be SOP's. We would go over trying to figure
out what to do and the chain of command. I am sure

there must have been sowothlng in wrltlng as far as our

S0P went. I couldn't say .

Q. Dld brigade have an SOP’
A, | I do not know s_lrT
I0: I will show you three pocket-size cards and ask

you if you have ever seen these, Exhibits M-2, M-3, and M-4.

These are fa051mlles of cards. Have you ever seen that
card before? : : :

A. Yes, sir, I remember this card. It was given
to me at division headquartere when I came into the. Amerlcal
DlVlSlon (referrlng to M-2). -

Q. pid all"members‘of_task'force have copies of
that card? - ' o o o ' :

a. I assume that tney did. They made a point of
g1v1ng it to me, sir. ' ‘ '

Q. Was there any periodic instruction on these
- cards on the return of the units to the fire base and dur—
ing the rotatlon through the flre base'>

A. ‘Not to my knowledge, there nay ‘have been. ‘There
was some when they came in o6ff patrol that they gave us.
They talked to the men. Most of our men did not go oOff the
base. There was nowhere to go.-

Q. The questlon is whether or not there were any
1nstructlons in the context of those cards. ‘
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'Were‘these distributed to the men?

I assume that'they were, sir.-

Q. I show you another’cerd'(m—4).
A. I don't remember this one off hand. During the
in-briefing section of the Americal Division, they gave us
cards and instructions, and they had a llttle 5-day -

school there. o .
) S T

0. when you arrived in country, you went to the
reception station at Chu Lai where the Americal Division is?

I went from Saigon to Long Binh, from Long Binh -
and they decided

A,

to Chu Lai, reported to Gl at division,

what my further orders would be. And they put me in the
At that time they

school, as I recall a 5-day school.
gave classes on how to yell halt, stop, come here, and so

forth in Vietnamese. They showed us movies and periodicals
about how we were not over here to run their minds, and not
to kill Vietnamese. We were over to establlsh democracy.

Q. “In your Oplnlon when you were at the indoctrin~
ation course, at the Americal Division in Chu Lai, on the

subject of handling PW's,
and so forth, was this tralnlng Quff1c1ent7

It was not, by any stretch of the imagination, a

A,
It was given out, and 1t

prlmary curriculum of the 'school.
was given out in a senelble, intelligent manner.

There 1is no questlon in your mind what you were.

Q.
supposed to do? _ o

A, No, sir.

.
arriving for the division?
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, 8ir, I think so.’ The'school was up there A
and I think that everyone went there, probably_

-r‘

in Chu Lai

Q. I show you another exhlblt (D 1), which is MACV
Regulation 20-4, entitled "Inspections, Investigations, War
Crimes." I would ask not for you to read all the details,

that is not necessary, but to review it to see "if you have
seen this document’ :

A, I don't recall rtadlng thlS document sir, nor
having it read to mec.

Q. Do you know whether this documont was avallable
in Headquarters, Task Force Barker?

A. No, I‘do not.

Q. Headquarters of llth Brigade?

A, 'No, I do not know. -
0. Did you ever sée.any instructions ﬁhich may hnve

implemented instructions from this particular document from
the Americal DlVlSlOn, from: your brigade, or possibly the
task force? : R T . : :

S
R R

A, I do not recall ever seeing anything come down

in writing on this s»bject. It was discussed on numerous
occasions, particularly in my business, because I did
interrogate prisoners, I can probably--the instructions were.
given to the troops, btcauqt they were the ones who caught
the prisoners. I went out, and in most cases they fed them
" before I got there, or they had given them cans of food to
bring back with them to the LZ, They always gave the pris-
oners cigarettes, I did not see any maltreatment, so-I. can
assume that the instructions must have been put out to the
troops because they treated the prisoners good. Even when
they bound them, they would bind them and put them in the
helicopter. I think there is an apparent reason for that.
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you’ abou
~to a- dlscu531on "tHat you-recalled about: bulldozing .the whole

would cut their

aptaln KOTOUC,.when General?PEERS questloned
t the ratlo of 128 kills to 3¢ .weapons, you referred:

i

: Was thls sowethlng that followed 16 I~‘.la.x:ch'J

A. o : No, sir. I don't thlnk that 16 March contrlbuted
to this directly. This was a thought, the commander's and

mine, on how to bust through this area. We wanted to clear
the area because it was a headache to everyone. We wanted
to get the civilians out of there and interred in these camps
that they had both at Son Tinh and--1I don't recall. That A
was where Major WILLOUGHBY was at. And, it was our plan, and?_-"

we worked at it very hard. Colonel BARKER worked at it very. : -

hard so we could take the civilians in there and be sure that! :
they had rations and quarters, and then go in there and clean. '
the area out so we could at least observe in there. Because .~
there were so many olu buildings and huts, villages and

rivers—-

Q. ' " (Interposing) Was this the discussion before ox
after the operation? : ,

A, I think that the discussion started before I
even arrived there, bascause Colonel BARKER was talking
to me about it just in a matter of conversatlon, getting
my oplnlon and my ideas on ‘it.

MR WLQT Captain KOTOUC, how about the men in the two
companies which took part in the combat assault on My Lai
(4)? Were they batflo~Chper1ench sold1ers°

A, ' I would say that they were.
Q. Would you call them battle-hardened soldiers?
A, Although Charlie Company had not engaged in a

major operation, they had been under fire. They had

seen friends killed in other battles, and I think that

they were, for the most part, well equ1pped to carry their
mission out. Captaln MICHLES' company had seen more action
than Captain MEDINA's company. Captain MICHLES' company.
was an excellent company. They were Very well led.
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‘Théy'were'

:'. Q.. 5

A. Very strong, competitive--
Q. _ 'fInterposing) You said that was a fair appraisal?
A, I had Bravo Company and he had Charlie Company.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. I'met- Captaln \FDIVA in Hawall in 19 6.:;He
was a lieutenant when I first met hlm. '

Q. ~ How long did you know him in Hawaii?

A. I arrived in 1966, in August, about that time.-
I knew Cgptaln MEDINA from that tlme untll now. :

Q. Do you know if. he had a nlcknamo durlng thls
period? S

A. Do you mean "Mad Dog"? I read that in the papers,
sir. We had a lot of nicknames for people. Captain MEDINA's
nickname in llawaii was "Mad Doy." I hope it is taken in the
way it is meant, It was a name of respect from the troops.

He was always pushing and staying with the company. If they
stayed at night, he stayed. When they ate, he ate last.
They just named hin "Mad," and I don't think they meant to
infer that he was insane or anything like that.

Q. : I didn't take it that way--

A. (Interposing). I know, I just want to make it
clear what I know. SR S o o

Q. Wwe had indications from prévious-téstimony that
this was referring, at least in part, to his competitive
spirit? : ' - I

I could never beat him. He was very competitivewminded.
Q. ' I was thlnklng of this. Were you thlnklng of

this when you were speaking of body count? Was there a body -
count competition between the companies? - _ S
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‘« &) and- the companles—-
no: rlvalrv beLween the companleS>-

were .never.together

would sw1tch I don t belleve so, ulr.'
0. ‘With respect to body count do you haVe any
information whether one company had a hlgher body count
than another .company?’ For:example--

A, o (Interp081ng) ‘I 'would have to say Captain
MICHLES' company Drobably had the most killed because
they had been in the bigyest engagements and more action.
MEDINA's company, I know, had the most casualties.

Q. "~ Dbo you have in your possession or retained
records a roster ifrom Headquarters, Task Force Barker?

A. _ No, sir, I don't.. All my answers are from

memory. L don'f recall if there was ovewn--1 id not

make an officer's roster. I have never had one if they
did make a roster. - ' _

Q. Wae the actual number of people in the head-

quarters of the task force rather small?
Al Ye“, sir, it w@styery small, smaller than any !
Q. Would vou help us list as man members-—-

A. (Intérposinq)'\iQWill be glad to help you in
anything I can. : _ :

COL MILLER: VYou recelved instructions on the treatment

"of prisoners at the school in Chu Lai when you went to

Vietnam. You said 1hat othexr people had been instructed

on the subject on a number of occasions. Do you recall -
who those people might have been, and under what c1rcum~ S
stances?

-A. _ " Well, sir, not any formal presentatlon, ‘an

informal presentation. They talked to the men on the

prlsoners they captured, how to treat them, and to tage ]
it easy on them. They were prisoners, but don't be kicking
them around like a dog, sO to speak. ' -
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We‘e’you SO 1nstructed°

: LY as 1nstructed throughout my
Army career‘

nd then again ln_Vletnam.

Q. . I am talklnghhbout Vletnam

A. In Vletnam—-h

Q. N (Interpoelng), Spe01f1cally at what SChool there? :“
Did the brlgade cowmand er-- i 8
A. -(Interposing) Colonel BARKER said that he wanted
our prisoners brought in. Interrogate them, and find out if

they were going to be of any value._ Take it easy on them. -
That is what I did. : o RS

Q. ' Dld you normally lnterrogate prlsoners who had
been captured? . :

A. I normally did, yes, sir,
Q. Did you after the‘My Lai- (4) incident?
A. T 1nterrocatod——1 probably dld. I am sure we

brought prisoners back to Dottie. I did interrogate in the
field with respect to where the VC who had got away from us -
had gone, and also about the mines and boocby traps. My T _ -
1nteloreter worked with me, and they discovered a number of - - =
mines and booby traps. 1t was a vely short 1nterrogatlon. o

Q. ' Was thls on Lhe 16Lh9 J

A, : ThlS was on tn 16th.

Q. Dld you gtt any othel unusual Lnformatlon from
them concerning eucn things as ktlllngs° :

A.  No, sir. The people I lnterrogated and questloned'
for the most part were very reluctant to talk. They would
normally say that they didn't know or didn't remenber. The
bombs had been falling and their head hurt. This was pretty
much of a standard answer. '
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ans. or what?_

o .
-;"I am not a VC, I Just
It was always the other

i Headquarters Company, the brlgade,'51r, 1lth
Brlgade.- That is my parent unlt.

Q. S Was it unusual--had you ever seen before the
Natlonal Police persecute prlsoners or VC suspects’

A. T"' This is my first experlence and last but I'd
like to say again that I did not see them do it. They
took him behind the building, and I heard a rifle go off.

Q. 'Did Sergeant PHU's attitude toward you or any
other U.S. member change after this .operation? Sergeant PHU S
MEDINA's 1nterpreter, you mentloned that he was a friend of dn'
yours? :

o A. He stayed a real good friend of mine until the
. time I left. When we broke up, he klnd of felt bad about
breaklng up the task force.

Q. But there was no change in his relationship
toward you or other members of the U. S. forces?

A. " No, sir, none whatsoever. He would 1nstruct me
in Vletnamese. i .

Q. o Sergeant PHU, was he wrth Captaln MEDINA on thlS.
operation? - : Do : ‘ _

A. o ‘He probably Was,'elr, but I do not know for sure.
He normally went out and stayed with him. - The 1nterpreters._
normally don't do. that. He was good. :

Q. ' Where was thlS mlnefleld where SO many men were
- injured? .
. A. | It was north of LZ Dottie. It was along the

~ northern A0 boundary. We went in there. As I recall, it
_was a blocking position job for MEDINA s company, and they

(KoTouC)
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Q. ' “Was Colonel BARKER there? Did he hear your
briefing? S - : : L i

A. I don't recall if he did or not. Major CALHOUN

and I shared a bunker, and we used to have some of our Co
briefin.z in that bunker. Again, I must say that they were .
not formal briefings. : . : T

Q. Is it true that the entire concept, a great
portion of the concept, and the assault on this particular °
village or hamlet, was based on the supposition that there
would be a large nunber of civilians at market? This ap-
parently came through intelligence channels. Now, can you
remember or can you cite a reference ox do you know ‘a d001
“ument which gave you this information?

=

e

-
=

»

A, No, sir. I can not cite any document, but it
was through interrcogation of people, people I had talked to.
This was always--this was the part we were trying to figure
out, how they moved in the area. They all came and went
about the same time. : o T

Q. Was this your——dld thlS come from somewhere
else besides your own assessments . and evaluations?

A. I think so. If I recall, part of it came from
Colonel BARKER. Information, I think, he received from his
contacts or somewhere like that. It is very difficult for -
me to pln it down. o ' '

COL FRANKLIN: You said that task Force Barker had a body
count of civilians. Who was saying that and how often did
you hear it? _ . (. : .

A, I went down to brigade for something or other.

I don't remember what it was. And I talked to friends
around there. I had lunch with them before I went back up
to Dottie., I was down to Duc Pho to brigade many times, and
I talked to different friends down there. I do not remember
who they were. I talkaed to everyone I could, just to see
them. They mentioned that they didn't think that such a--I1
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L . I doubt lt Most of "my frlends dld‘not have
anythl g to do w11h~-they were junlor 1n rank.

Q. _ pid you ever hear thls expressed at Dottie by
the people inside your TOC’ _

A. Ti-_ " No, sir, I never dld

Q. © Were your two major operations down along the'.

Plnkv1lle area?

A. Yes, sir, the major operations were there and
on the peninsula up north. }
Q. How, in your mind, did you explain the 30 to 1
body count wheu most of your casualties were from mines and
hooby traps. Who was killing these people, and what type
operations? B '

A, The major operations, again, were down where you
spoke of, sir. And therc was sniper fire throughout the AC.
And everyone once in a while--they would call in. It was

usual:to get two oxr three VC with weapons, and lose one our-

selves occasionally. We used gunshlps qu1te extensively

Lhroughout the area.

Q. - : Then you belleve thlS body count of 30 to 17

A, ' I wish I could recall the ratio--

Q.. ' N (Interposing) 25 or whatever. High body count.
A, The ratio we considered acceptable.

Q. The companies would report to you on the body

counts. Did you accept these? Did.you ever confirm or check
it out, go out yourself with Colonel BARKER, go out there

“after a battle or ambugh and get out on the ground and

check these things out?

A, In major operations, we normally went out at !
different intervals. If I got a report that Bravo Company i
')

(KOTOUC) 63.. .. APP T-8

I'OR OFFICIAL USE ONLY




Q.

to

by

ﬁaA.‘ . rNo.Qn' went bac, 1nwthe vlllage'a_d.counted them‘
afterwards‘”@ﬂ W they were counted I do not know.,;=w :
Q. "No“chOpper or., any0ne from Task Force Barker went;

out sPec1f1cally, or came back w1th any count’ E

=y .

A. No, sir.

MR WALSH: Captain, you said this morning that you knew
Colonel HENDERSON had directed MEDINA to sweep back through
the village and make a body count of civilians broken down
by men, women, and children. How dld you Lnow that? ’

A. It waq on the radlo, 51r.
Q. You were listening to the radio?
A g, sir., We monitor all radio frequencies

at the TOC.

Q. Who was with you at the TOC at the time you
heard that? ' : : ' ' -

A, I am sure Sergeant JOHNSON was there
Q. How about Major CALHOUN?

A, o Major CALHOUN may have been there. I do not know’
if he went out in a helicopter that day. It was—--sometimes
Colonel BARKER made CALHOUN gu to Uptight, and he would
direct the 0perat10n from Uptight.

Q. You also salid that General KOSTER had counter—
manded this order?

A, ‘Yes, sir.

Q. You heard this, also?

A. ' Yes, six, on the radlo;

Q. Pid this happ ! 1mmedlately after the order was
glven by Colonel HENDERSON?
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A. I would say yes, sir, immedidtely.

Q. Had General KCSTER heard Colonel HENDERSON

give this over the same channel?

A, He must have aeard it because he countermanded it.
Q. You don't recall any intervening discussion in-

volving any other people or between them from the time Colonel
HENDERSCN gave the order and General KOSTER countermanded it?

A, No, sir, It was just an order to be followed.
There was no discussion or argument or asking them to please
reconsider, no.

Q. You heard the two orders, one by Colonel
HENDERSON and one by General KOSTER, and you can't recall
the time gap between the two?

A. Again, I would say immediately thereafter. It
was not a long time.

I0: Captain KCTOUC, what you said today, about your
staff, and the way the staff functions. From them, your
description of Colonel BARKER, are you--I get the distinct
impression that it was pretty much a one-man show? '

A. It was, sir.
Q. Did he permit the staff to function as a staff?
A. Yes, sir. Colonel BARKER did not ride your

shoulders so to speak. He let you operate and he would
talk to you. And he, Colonel BARKER, was a very strong
commander, sir. And I respected him quite a great deal.

Q. Do you have any knowledge, direct knowledge, of
the men of C/1/20, at the time of this operation, being under:
the influence of marijuana or any other drugs? '

A. No, I do not, sir.

Q. . Do you know of any other operations where these
men may have been under the influence of marijuana or other

drugs?

A. No, sir.
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Q. Do you know of any of the men in the task
force--when they have been under such influence?

A. No, sir, I do not.
Q: Did you ever hoar an order or instruction being
gilven not to discuss the My Lal--whatever took place at

My Lai (4) on 16 March 19687
A. I did not, sir.

Q. . Prior.to 7Oour coming here to this hearing, had
you discussed this matter with anybody clse in the task
force?

A. I talked to Captain MEDINA, sir.
Q. When did you talk to Captain MEDINA?

A. On 24 Noveiber. T was in contact by telephone
from my hom:» "o Captain MEDIIA at Fort Benning, Georgia. The

news had come out on around Friday or Saturday, 21 or 22, and _ -
I had thought about 1t all weck long and all week-end long. "
I called up and I talked to Captain MEDINA, and my conversation —
was that I wanted to assure him that I was with him and I was

a friend, and if he neceded m> for anything at all he could

call on me. I teld him that we were all behind him. If

any trouble came forward, that I would be right with him.

Mrs. MEDINA is a friend of mv wife, and mny wife was very

upset about this whole thing. Again, on a Sunday, 30 November,

"I talked to Captain MEDIN, again by telephone. And I informed
Captain MEDINA that I had becn called to come out here to tes-

tify hefore some type of koord., I had no idea of the subject,

other than it was probably related. I asked him if he was

going to be in WasthqLo1 at that time, and he said that he

was not sure, but h2 understood that he might come up around
Thursday. I want to make it clear now, that we did not col-

laborate in any way whatsocver., I called him strictly because

he is a friend. »and I thought that, at a time like that, he

could use all the friends he could get.

oC
=

Q. Did your friendship for Captain MEDINA have any
influence on your judgment or your actions in this particular
situation?
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A, No, sir.

Q. Has it in any way influenced what you have had to
say before this investigation?

A. Absolutely in no way, sir. There's no reason for
it to. :

COL FRANKLIN: Was it common for the brigade commander to

talk to a company commander and give him orders, in the 1llth
Brigade?

A, I heard it done many times. Before Colonel HEN-
DERSON took comrand, General LIPSCOMB did on many occasions.
General LIPSCOMB himself landed in the middle of that dang
minefield that day. This was not unusual.

Q. Before we recess, I would like to give you an
opportunity +o make any additional statement you would like
to make or anything which 1in your 3judgment would prove bene-
ficial to the purpocse of this hearing.

A. In my honest opinion, I find it very difficult to
believe some of these allegations. I think that the whole
thing has to be loocked at, and I'm sure that's what you gentle-
men here are doing. I would like to tell you that Task Foxce
Barker wags a fine outfit, and we lost some good men; it's a
shame that this had to come up 1like this. As far as I'm con-
cerned, the operation was on, they were notified. Even the
network in Saigon, and if anyone is covering up, that's a

hell of a way to do it. If anybody wanted to know what was
going on, why they were right there. .

"10: what do you mean, they "put the operation on'"?

A. The body count went over AFN. The body count
itsel®, the operation, the location were given over the
radio to the general public, Vietnamese and VC alike.

Q. Was this also broadcast by the Vietnamese station?
A. T don't know, sir. I assume they pick up a cer-
tain amount from our station. I just can't believe anyone
tried to cover this up. And as far as your question on Cap=-
tain MEDINA'sS nickname--I was there at one time in a minefield
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when a man had his foot blown up, and we were carrying him
to a helicopter. MEDINA was standing there, and the man o

n{)

14
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grabbed him and said: "I can't fight for vou any more."

I would say that that was indicative of the way his txoops
felt about him. I think he 1s a fine officer, and I'm
sorry this thing came up.

10:
Al

I0:

1969.)

(KOTOUC)

Do you have anvthing further to say?
4 -

This hearing will recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1528 hours, 6 Decenber
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