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WITNESS: BACON, L.G., SSG 

DA'l'E OF TESTIMONY: 16 December 196~.· 

PLACE OF TE.$TIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 19~8: Squad Leader of the 
Second Squad, 1st Platoon, C/l/20. 

1. 
, ", ,,:-t)~' ,': . " . _ . '- .::,' (, .;' ,') , 

The company had receive~:!,1Il;,t:aining regard4l}g handling.',;: .'. 
and treatment of PW' s (P\,' .. 5a~~. 'l'hey receij1;edl'lo instructions> 
on proper treatment. of c~v~li_s (lPg. 5$).Se",gleant. i, 
BACON had never seen Exhibitsr:!-2, M-3, and~t4, ap.d he was;;:,. 
sure that his squad member.s had not beeni.i'l~1Ji~4 t):1ese cards .., 
(pgs. 56", 57 ): BACON was of~,lle'!Q~i\rniont;.~~ .. cll/20 was not! ' 
well tra~ned ~nthe GenevaCd~ent~Qns or:t:'uleso:t; lalld 
warfare (pg. 58). .. 'ii" " 

PREOPE.~TIONAL PLANS AND .. BRIEFINGS. 

a. M~DINA • s br i.e fing. 

Captain MEDINl1. assemble<'! the el}ti;~,i company. 
told them they were going into. the My' Lai area an<'!, c·.na.J.· 

.4.8th VC Battalion 11i;ldestabl,.isnedits headquarters 
utilizing My Lai as. a baseof.OPf.lration. Their miS 
to k~ll . a:j.l VC, VC sympathizers "p.d' animals, des )Y1'i~~~i;'li~\j(~! 
supplies, and burn the hamlet$, {PCJs. ,4 ;.5)... It was l3, 
unders.tal)ding t;h'at, ~veryone w,as v¢inMy . Lai. 'H~W:~:~~;~~.~~,;,n} 
te.rm VC· sympat~~er di<'!not r~l!lan! Woj1len, children, 

. men (pg.! 5). ME'b,INA il'lstruoted . that oi vilians be' :o!e:I'l!~';11,.'P"" 
, '" ,', ·.'1 'I '~' , '~'" \' .' ': ,-

the rear' for intlf#rogat19n (p:9' • iii) .1. 
,1': . ), ' 
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b. BACON's expectations. 

, , 

BACON expect~d to be outnumbered by two and 

one-half to one (pg. 6) and anticipated a real fight 

(pg. 7). He and his men were knowledgeable of the 

casualties that A/3/1 and B/4/3 had sustained previously. 

The word "pinkville" instilled fear (pg. 10). Everyone, 

including himself, was frightened (pgs. 6, 10). 

BACON did not like the idea of a fire fight in a 

village complex because he was apprehensive of women and 

children beinq killed. He did not want this on his 

conscience or his men's (pg. 8, 9)., 

BACON's squad was to tie in with the second 

atoon's right flank. They were to, go through the 

llage, gather up the populace and send them to 

eutenant, CALLEY (pgs. 10, 11). CALLEY did not give any 

rs reg1arding shooting VC or sYlllpathizers (pg. 11). It 

s never ~uspected that CALLEY would execute the non­

atants (pg. 9). 

ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. Location of the LZ. 

The LZ was 100-125 meters >Pest9f the village. 

BACON's squad was on the first lift which had nine ships 

: (pgs. 12, 13). The platoon had only two squads (pg. 6). 

As they approached the LZ, ground to air fire was thought 

to be heard (pg. 19). 
' 

. b. Actions after disembarking. 

He deployed his men on line in a ditch 50 to \75 

from the~llage., They saw a VC with a helmet and 

He was ehgaged, bu~dt hit (pg. 14). The squad 

in position securing the LZ until the second ,lift 

in (pg. 15). ' ' 

The squad 
B1l,C.o~J.QSi~" ,contact 

of 

. , . ' i 

then moved through the village, but 

with other units and,evenwith some of 

the thick vegetation., ,In moving' from the 

, they did not utiliz:e assault fire or 

~;~~~~:,!r~:~ls2~,'9) . From about 100:liieters;' away, 

) MITCHELL, squad leli);~er of the ,firs;t 

~~:;,~~:~~~i~',~~;~~ to halt his s<l!:~ad and s;et up a 

'Wi their pos;ition,lOO meters; eas;t of 
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f. 

sometime.d~r 
heard it holle,red. q~,:t 
killing (pgs. 51, !21. 
body count.··· -. after the 
He did not report any enemy 

(4), BACON 
to stop the 

···large 
(pg. 45). 

:'&1i:iiaraLti<>n 

(pgs. 42, 45). The platoon leader enemy kills 
to the CO (pg. 42). BACON and his men were not too concerned 
over n~ers of enemy killed. Their concern was their own 

safety (pgs. 46-48). 

4. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

At My Lai (3), MEDINA ass~mbledthe company and 
.said, "Don 1 t repeat anything--say anything about what 
tj:appened in My Lai because there is an investigation L 

ring on" (pgs. 37, 50): 
');} A senior officer did nottalk't;q',BACON or his group 
~ Dottie on their return (pg .. 38) •. 'BACON was never 
'tterrogated and never gave a statem~nt (pg. 52). 

5. OTHER INFORMATION. <I':. 

BACON had been in the unit-for 26 montns and 
assigned to the battaliOn gnt:k1 2,6. NQv\ember 1968 •. ,,~ a. 

" " , 
remained 

On 17 March, they moved sqllth to the Son Tra Kh~Cl 
Then the unit turned and headed back to the north. 

18th, they proceeded north ci,nd were extracted near 
(1) around 1400 or 1500 hou~S (pg. 36). 

c. On the 17th or 18th, they" captured fourNVA 
including two officers in My Khe (2) (pgs. 38, 39). 
(3) and (1) were uninhabited and burned. My Khe (2) 

My Khe 
was 

alsO burned (pg. 40). 
d. The troops were curious about the helicopter 

landing in front of the infantry because it was unusual 

(pgs. 43, 44). 
e. BACON left the unit forR&R on 18 or 19 l-iarch. 

He returned on 1 April and shortlytnereafter he was 
hospitalized with malaria (pg.44) •. ·" On returning, he 
worked in the battalion S4 s'ection. (pg'. 50). 
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f. BACON did not tpk with anyone from his unit 
(C/l/20) subsequent to h~s return to CONUS. He refrained: 
:from talking about it be,cause of MEDINA's orders (pg. 50). 

(pg. 50). I 

5. 
. SUt1i~~~,,::i~;"2\, 
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EXHIBIT 

M-2 Wit had not seen. 56 

M-3 Wit had not seen •. 56 

Wit had not ,seen. 56 
as 

P-1 of My Lai 12 

of CALHOUN 1 

of HENDERSON 1 

10-51 of McKNIGHT 1 
(!) 
C"') 
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10: The' he,al:ing 

,at 0917 hours, 16 

'come to,order. 
.";' 

I ".1_ 

RCDR: ThefoUp~ing naIl)edPerscins~re present: LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MAC<::aAT1,;, ,MR;~1I.L~yi~~;:.:S9L WILSON, COL 
FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN. ,,' '" ,'".', ';""""'1"'" " ' """'r:' "1;,:" :' . .':' '-"·1:"'rj,:,:'t·'\';.':'\\3,,,~,,, 

Sir, I have som~ exhibits, that need to be 
entered this morning. Pictorial Map number 6739, Roman 
numeral II, Scale 1:25,000 is received into evidence as 
MAP-4. A 1:50,000 scale map of;\:he same number is received 
in evidence as Exhibit MAP"-5. Three-by four-inch black 
and white photographs of i11di vidua1s are received into " 
evidence as follows: 

Exhibit 49 is C¥"LHOUN, Exhibit 50 is HENDE:R-SON, 
Exhibit 51 is MCKNIGHT, Exhibit 52 is KOTOUC, Exhibit """;'" 
53 is BLACKLEDGE. Let the record show that those exhibits' 
are preceded by P. Do you have, any thing to add, sir? 

10: As 'a matter ofrecor&~':twou1d like to state 
that as per a discussion S!aturday evening" General YOON,G 
did have an opportunity o~ernighttQ see if he oou1d re­
oa11 any inoidents or any ,activitie,s whioh took p1aoe, 
based upon the info=ation whiohhad been called to his, 
attention during the day on Saturday. He did report 
here in person on Sunday to Mr. WEST and me that he 
could add nothing to the testimony which he had given 
the previous day. 

RCDR: Sir, the next witness is Staff Sergeant L.G. 
BACON. 

(SSG BACON, _"" , Company A, 
4th Battalion, 1st Training Brigade, Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky, U.S. Army, was called as a witness, was 
sworn, and testified as follows:) 

:to: Sergeant BACON, before we P170ceed with any 
questions, I shall info= you of several matters. 

This investigation was directed jointly by 
the Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff, united 
States Army for the purpose of determining facts and 
making recommendations concerning two matters: 

(1) the adequacy of prior investigations and 
inquiries into, and subsequent reviews and reports within, ", 

(BACON) 1 APP 
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't"1 
~~~a~~ ~;i '~~i:~t~~:W~;:Mt,~~.:~~~Y referred to 

(2) possible ~up1?re~s:Lon or withholding of 

information by any perso~WhoJ)ad a duty to report and to 

furnish information concerning i this inC:it~in~ •. ' 

Those are the two matters. This investigation 

is not being conducted to inve~tigate all the facts and 

circumstances as to what happened at My Lai. It is di­

r.ected at those specific purposes which I have just stated. 

I have had made available to me and have 

reviewed prior official statements obtained in other 

official investigations of the My 'Lai incident. And I 

m'.ght add, we have also had made available to us a 

c::>py of your previous testimony. 

, " Your testimony this morning will be taken under 

q)!tth. A verbatim transcript will b~,prepared. A t,~pe 

i!!!i'cording is also being made in addition to the verbatim 

notes being taken by the reporter.' .. ' 

f 
" Although the general classification of the 

~~port will be confidential, it is possible that the 

1;rstimony or parts of it may, at a' late,r date, become 

l matter of public knowledge. 

I
' There are several people in this room who may 

, "k you questions. On my immediate right is Mr. WEST, 

.

;' ".0 is an Assistant General Couns.el Oft. he Department of 

: '. e Army. He has been designated as my deputy •. The two 

" "ficers on my right are Colonel WILSON from the Inspector 

. ',eneral' s Office and Colonel FRANKLIN from the Office of 

: 'the Deputy Chief of Staff of Operations. All three of 

,i,these individuals are my assistants, and th~y may direct 

";questions to you in my behalf. On my left is Mr. ' ' 

MACCRATE, and on your left is Mr. WALSH. Mr, MACCRATE 

and Mr. WALSH have volunteered to serve as legal counsel 

to assist me and other members of this investigation team 

;,)In the conducting of this investigation. They, too, may ask 

,'you questions. However, I have the responsibility of weighing 

the evidence and making the findings'and recommendations. 

You are ordered not to discuss your testimony 

in this investigation with others, including other wit­

nesses for this investigation, except in the performance 

(BACON) 2 APP T-21 
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of official duties or as .. you may be required so to do 
before a competent judici!al, legislative, or administra­
tive body. In addition, !you are cautioned that if you 
are subject to the order issued by the military judge in 
the general court-martial. case of the united Stat.es v. 
Calley, your appearance ~n no way changes the applica­
bill. ty and/or the effect of that oril.er. 

Do you have aIlS questions' at this time? 

A. No, sir, I don't. 

Q. Sergeant BACON, would you indicate your duty 
assignment on the 16th of March, 1968? 

A. Sir, my duty assignment vias squad leader, 
second squad, 1st Platoon, C/l/20, Americal Division. 

Q. 
And how long had you been with this unit? 

A. Sir, I had been with this unit approximately 

26 months. 

Q. 
Hawaii? 

You were evidently with it when it formed in 

A. Just after it formed. 

Q. And how long after the 16th of March did you 
stay with the unit? 

A. I was in the unit until the 26th of November, 

1968, sir. 

Q • with Charlie Company? 

A. Right, sir. I was assigned to Charlie Company 
but I worked in the headquarters, 54 section. 

Q. Of the battalion? 

A. Right, sir. 

Q. Sergeant BACON, I would like to explain a little 
about our investigation in greater depth than I indicated 
in giving you the initial instructions. We are going to 
investigate these two matters to determine the adequacy of 
the investigation and the review, and we are also going to 

(BACON) 3 
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check to see if theJ:'e' was . an,y,IP()ssible suptression of 
in .. formation conCerning .... thiS.1irjCident aswa indicated , 
in the instructions that I ha~ given to yo. One of the 
things which we must als,o do i:s to determi e what hap­
pened in order that. we dan ha~e the ,basis or .our inves­
tigation and our report. As. ~ cons.eq,uenc.e we have already 
talked to a great number of pE3jople. We ha e already read 
a large amount of previous tes,timony which had been taken 
by Colonel WILSON, and in subsequent CID i.vestigations 
which are going on at the pres!ent time. We are going to 
talk to a vast number of othel: \vitnesses so that we can 
put together specifically what happened. I want to let 
you know the importance of thi:s investigation .. This is 
the investigation of the operational aspect of the My 
Lai incident and the reporting and reviews of' it. 

Would you explain the orders which were issued 
.to you, starting from the highest unit to the low.est unit. 

'.':;1;' hat is, did you receive any direct orders, you yourself, 
'~rom the task force or the bri,gade,..from the company, .' 
from your platoon leader, in that order? ' : ' , 

0", 

~. Well, sir, I never rec:eived any, orders from 
~ask force or battalion level. It came.frqm comp.any level. 

"qn the 15th of March, the company .commar)ldeJt .told",,-
, 

• 
,"sslembled? 

(Interposing) Who did he tell this to? 

Captain MEDINA told the entir~, company-- , 

(Interposing) He had the entire company 

Right, sir. He told us we were going into 
My Lai area and that the 48th VC Battalion had 

. established headquarters there and was operating from 
this village; and that we were to kill all the VC and 
NVA, VC sympathizers, and the animals; destroy all the 
food; and burn the hamlets down to keep them from living in 

e quarters again. 

Q. When he said to kill all the VC sympathizers, 
'--"",._.,;0' <i. that mean to you? 

" 

(BACON) 

the time, sir, I understood that all the 
or anyone that was there, was a vc 
48th VC Battalion being in there.· To 
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,my knowledge., theyha4 b~en dropping ':leaflets and util­
izing psychological warfilre to notify the people of our 
~~:;~g~a~ras~~~thing of ~his nature,and so everyone 

Q. 

A. 

Had you been ~old that they had dropped leaflets? 

I have seen leaflets dropped in this area. 

Q. In the immediate preceding period, these 
leaflets gave information concerning the fact that we 
were coming in, or something to that effect? 

A. Yes, sir. Because, prior to this, I know 
the 48th was there waiting f'or this order to be given 
to us. A Popular Forces lieutenant told us that the 
48th was there, and he showed us the ,direction that they 
came into the village area. 

Q. Now, when you. say My Lai Vi1lage, what do you 
mean by My Lai Village? 

A. My Lai (4) Village area, s·ir. 

Q. You are just talking aotuCltlly about the hamlets 
of My Lai (4), or could it have been the entire My Lai 
Village complex? 

A. No, sir. At the time he showed us on the 
'I. map it was not the My Lai complex area. 

.. 

Q. In your interpretation of killing the vc 
sympathizers, would this have included old men? Would 
it have included women? Would it have included babies, 
young children? 

A. No, sir. 

q. State again, ,specifically, just what you 
were told to do in the village, so I can have it firm 
'in my mind and the other members as well. 

A. We were told that we were going to the village" , 
and that the 4 8th VC Battalion was there, that we would ' .," 
kill all, VC and NVA, VC sympathizers, animals such ,as cows '; 
and·hogs, anything that produced food, and burn the hamlets • 

\" (BA~6N) 
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Q. What addi.tional 
you given? 

A. 
the other 
time--

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

. (Interposing) You .only had two squads? 

Right, sir. 

In the plat::>on? 

Right, sir. ' . 

A:l.d you were the second squad leader? 

A. Right, sir. He told us that if there were any 
lPeople there we would gather them up and send them to him, 
lItnd he would send them to the rear as he did in other 
,t.fperations-- to be interrogated by the iI;lterpreter that 
was in the company area--company'headquart:.ers • 

How did he state that? 

He stated, sir, that we were to g.ather the 
,eople up, send them to him, and he would take care of 

': hem there as usual. And" a~ usual"."wo,ul¢! Pc? to send 

,~ hem to the rear where the company .~ommander had the· 
t terpreter to interrogate the people, sir. 

,~r: . Now, specific".lly, with' respect to the enemy, 
~' .ased upon what you were told, what did you expect;... to find 
"Nhen you arrived in the area of My Lai (4)? 

it· 
"~ A. Well, sir, I expected to find a larger unit 
~I than my company, with supporting units from the NVA Army, 

"

the North Vietnamese Army, there, and actually dug in to 

the area. 

, Q. How many people would you say that you are 

Ii referring to? 
, " ' .. iL);) 

;iiJJ~V 
A. Well, sir, the information that I was told 
when I first got to Vietnam was that a VC battalion carried 
200 and some people. So there was the battalion and they 
were slightly reinforced. There was close to 300 people. 
That would be outnumbering our company approximately two 
and a half to one. 

(BACON) 6 
'APP T-21 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



• 

• 

• 

...... "t~'~jRfFl9lAL USE ONLY 

I· .... 
, .. ,.,..,~ __ \. '.::', ':' i ';_''', " '#";'" .' ." , 

Q. '. .$,0 . you.w,~rf~*l'ee1;:ing that when you deployed . 
from tha,~ ........... h. e .. l.iCopter. ¥' ou '!lare imme.diat\~lY going to be in' 
a firs.t"",c;~as.s, f.ire f.i ht, is thatcorr.;ct? . 

J' , ,_:" \ " \' .' ',: . I:." 1 :,~ .. , ',:' ',i,: :. . • 

. A., .Tha:t is correct,· sir. '. 

Q. ~ow ,;goi~g,pac~ 'to,~<h'~;':I!~~,it)'lt when the instruc-
;;~~s were l.ssll-ed to ,rq~. What,~'~~l:~e at.':.i tude of the 

A. The attitude of the men, sir, was that they 
were pretty scared just from the word Pinkville. This 
was the area we· were operating close to. T:~ere were 
mines, and we had picked up a lot of casual ties' in that·· 
area. Our sister units, ~/3/l and B/4/3, had sustained 
a lot of easua]:'ties ""ai1a"kll'led pe:i;'sonnel in this area, 
and you'could see the fear in' the men's eyes. I also 
was scared myself, because I was supposed to go on R&R 
in a few days. I was really scared. ' 

Q. How was this fe,ar shown by thE) men? 

A. Through their exprei?sibns, and saying .that 
, they were going into the pinkville area. They talked. 

about the mines and how many t.imei?they had been. shot. 
at in that area. I •• 

Q. Was this a general 
by the o.the·;r menths'plat-oon? 
talking about it that night? 

:feeling by your squad. aPid 
We~e they si tting ,arou,nd 

A. At the time, sir, I went back to the bunker 
area and. had my men c).raw ammunition, all thenece!?sary 
ammunition for the next days' operation--and you could 
hear them talking and muttering about the situation. 

Q. 
well? 

Your squad was on guard duty that night, as 

, 1'.: 

A. All the platoons had areas of responsibility, 
perimeters, and latel;" on that evening we were pulled off 
in a staging area to the rear of the perimeter. I went 
to a bunker just beyond the area where we had the briefing 
at, and I went in there and. went to sleep becaus\~ I under­
stood what I had tcido in the morning on the oper$.tion. . ~ 

" , 
Q. 
had two 
in your 

(BACON) 

YoU 
squads 
squad? 

indicated, Sergeant BACON, that you only 
iln thE:) platoon. . .How many men did 'you have 

.. \ ~ )' . 
",I . 
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I had no more 
intO'theinormal 

, Q. Did you have them or,~a!,~a;ed 
two fire teams? . ..,j .' .....• 

Q. 
leaders? 

A. ,,~. 

Q. 

Right,. sir. I did.·';J;':~ 
What were the name,s" of r your two fire team 

One was Roy WOOD, sir, and one was HUNTER. 

Wer~ they sergeants? 

No, sir. They were spec 4's. 
A. 
COL WI.LSON: Sergeant, you stated previouSly in the dis­
cusJflion with your. platoon leader regard.ing the handling 
of,,¢):le civilians: "I don't go f0r killing wolnen and 
chi~,dren myse 1£, .. and I don't thiIllk that thep~ople wi th­
in Iliy squad would go for killing' women and ch!ildren for 
nO:l1rason at all. . So I told the platoon leadfer that 
we'i\tPuld round up. all the people and I would send my 
pelle to you; sir, because I don't know who is VC. and 
Wh.'.i.ift.S not VC." 00 you remember that discu!!!!ion with 
yo .' platoon leader? . 

'1 . A'J,:' I remember some of it, sir, because I knOW 
in,r his village area, and all villages over in vietnam, 
thi' they just have women and children in the village. 
A ' ': the idea, I didn't like the idea--I imagine as much 
as!, ;~nyone else would like--of shooting any children or 
wq;" n; because I have a wife and sons myself. . This is 
t reason why I stated what I did about going into 

t 's village. . 
:,;.\ .. Q~ Then you were suspicious that there would be 

tlft
S 

type of action and that these people might be .shot? 

There would be women and children in the 
and I did not want my men to shoot women and 
and old people, whether they were VC or not J

)~ 

,., ... '<t, .. llage , .'ildren 
,.,,~,,' " sir. 

';'; Q. Specifically, what was your interpretation of 
what your platoon leader meant when he said: "You round them 
up and send them to me, and I will take care of them"? 

(BACON) 
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A. The.r~, Sir~ I wasunde~lthe impression that he' 
was going to operate this. operati~n like we usually oper-.· .. ' 
ated before. We would pick up ci~ilians and send them to, "':"10 

him .wi th an escort, arid he would 5lso send them to the ' 
company commander for: il1terrogatiin. ' 

Q. .WhYdid yoU, then, rai ~e this ql.O.estion about· 
killing women and child.ren at thi~ time? . 

. "'''. ! ' . 

A. Because, sir, I know t~ere is women and children 
in the villages and in the area, ~nd I did not know if they 
had any kind of arrangements to mcj>ve the people out of' 
there--civilians out of there, s111h as women and children.,; 
And I did not want to have it on TY conscience, or on the' .' 
conscience of any of the men in m' squad, that we had " . 
killed some innocent child or worn n by going through there':' 
in a fire fight between us and th VC or NVA. 

Q. You would say, then, t at you were not making .... 
this statement to your platoon le der because of any sus-.· 
picions that may have been create , that when you sent 
them to him he was going to execu e them? 

A. No, sir. To my unders anding, I did not say 
it to him in that manner. 

MR MACCRATE: When did you say it, Sergeant BACON? Was 
it the night before or during the operation on 16 March? 

A. No, sir. The night before, sir. March 15th. 
#. . . 

Q. '., What difference did you find, as you listened 
to the men muttering and talking labout tomorrow, between 
their attitude that night and the1ir attitude going into 
any o,ther combat engagement? Th~re is a certain scare 
or fright, expectation, about wh~t is coming the next day. 
Was anything really different th's particular night from 
other nights when you went into ther combat assaults? 
:, It:/' 

." A. The majority of the PiOP16 were scared, and 
the idea of the word Pinkville i self put fear in these 

':~ peoples' hearts and in their min s because of a possi­
A~i bhilitY

h 
of them ghetting khi~le<:l an..l wounded reh~l bad

h
, and 

", t ey ave to go ome.. T ~s ~s o.;e of the t ~ngs t ey 
talked about, that they might get killed like their 
other friends did. ; 

Q. 
Isn't this 
before any 

(BAGON) 
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Was it different this I night from other nights? 
the kind of thing tha~ would be talked about 
engagement? . 
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. A. Not nec,e,?,?C!t;:Lf,ot:t,sir, because we have never 
had any experience in goi,p,giagainst a bartalion with 
overwhelming stl"~ngth ag.ainsit our compan before. ,In 
fact, this was the Erst tiIl1e. ' 

Q. This was the larJest. for.ce yo had evel:' gone 
up against, in strength? !'" 

A. Right, sir. 

10: Had your platoon, your squad, or your company 
,been involved in any major activity, asi e from mines and 
booby traps, prior to this time? 

fA. Sir, we had been utilized as blocking force 
and in search and clear operations in th's area, to see 
if we could search and find the VC in th se hamlet areas 
around My Lai and Quang Ngai and the Pin ville area., 

" This is the only operations that we actu lly went on,' sir. 
I '. . 
l~ Q. What were your instructions, ergeant BACON, 

concerning what your squad was supposed 0 do? Was 
it the right squad, the left squad, was ~t to be a rear 

~,squad? And also, what was the action yoG were supposed to 
~J take when in the village? 

IA. Sir, we were supposed to go i to the village 
';1 aI,ld be the left flank squad, of the.l?lato n, and tie in i w~ th the 2d P latoon-- . 

If Q. (Interposing) Your platoon what, the 

,

:, right platoon? 

, . A. Left flank platoon, sir. We were suppoSEld to 
;~, tie in with the squad on our immediate eft, of 2d ' 
ii Platoon, sir. We were supposed to go t~rough the vil- . 
(~ lage searching the houses in the yillag~ and bring out 
:~ all the people and move them over. to Li,:)utenant CALLEY 
f: and continue on through the village unt~l we got further .t word on lines, sir. 

;i}" Q. Were you told to push rapidli through the 
n~f1vi1lage, push the VC out on the otherSre? ' . 

,tt( :~L FRANKLI::' :::~ain MEDINA talked to I the whole company, 
and when Lieutenant CALLEY got you sciuat leaders together, 
did you get your squad together and givf them an order? 

! \ ' ' 

, . 
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A. Rig,ht;~"si~,:;:' 'I" tal,ked to y squad, sir, in 
regard to the ope,rat.ion ,i'tself.' And I talked to my men 
and told them ,that they !wOUld gather the people up and 
move them--I would have ,some people ove them to Lieu­
tenant CALLEY if we came ,in contact ith any civilians, 
and this is 'exactly whati I did. 

i I. 

Q. What did Li,e1.).tenant CALLE: ",say about shooting 
the VC and the vCsympa:t!.hize:t;s?r ",Did "he repeal: anything 
about that" sergeant? I ,,'I' ' , , , 

A. No, sir. He didn't. 

Q. 
squad? 

How about you \~hen you were talking to y,our 

A. No, sir. I didn.'t say a ything too much about 
shooting the VC's or NVA or any thin like that. 

Q. Did your squad ask you a y questions at that 
time? Did they ask you about certa nthings?' 

A. Not that I recall, sir • 

Q. You mentioned that you h d been down in that' 
area before. Had C Company ever be n around My Lai, or,':'" 
were you just at a blocking posit:\.o to the north of 

Pinkville? 

A. We were working the a,re close to My Lai (4), 

sir. 

Q. How close? 

A.APproximately 200 to 30 
had a man killed close to that are 
ialist WEBER, and we also were pin 
sir, close to the village of My La 

meters, sir, and we 
by the name of Spec-'" 

eddown in that area, 
(4) • ' 

Q. How many operations did you run down ,there in' 
the My Lai ,(4) area? ',' i 

A.' I can't say, sir, exact~y how many. It was 

quite ,a few down ,through that areal' ' 

Q. ' ' Did you always get in ~ f~ght when you were' 

!lown there, or just sQmetimes? " 
, 

,A. 
area, 
would 

The majority of the ti~e we were 
sir, we were.gettingvcsni~er roundS 
happen of thl.s nature. ' I ' ' 

, (BAG,ON) '11 
, 

FOR OFFICIAL U$E ONLY 

down in this 
or something 



'1;0 ; 
you 
aU 

:",'liCi"~~t"~6~"rgEi,~ift;i!(j!3s:'~Nr. y , 

, , " ","i,:'f'~:i::j':!;:f:\~~'l'ii;)jl!:l;; ' •.. ,"'.','."x 

Sergeant, BAGON.,. ~\ Y, ;e,ocused!on the instructions 
gave your squad on ,the h~dling of,ci ilians. Is that· 
you told your squad,? 

A. That is all, sir, 'that I had t tell the squad. 
I told them that we woulq,be !operating un er similar pro­
c~dures that we hadbperated i under before. This h,3.d been 
a, ,standard operatin,g procedu~e I going thr.tUgh the vi llage 
and having teams search it, and the other. squad stay on 
the line and have one or two men, approxi ately one man, 
S,ecure the area for the men that are sear hing the ham­
lets while the remainder of the squad mov~d up to a cer­
tain point, until the other two people mo ed up in line 
w,j,th them. 

0." Did you give any instructions concerning the 
geployment of your M-60's? 

Right, sir. I told the M-60 
he would stay with me, sir, at all 
operation so that I cou~d have more 

an, the gunner, 
imes during , , 
control over him. 

(10 requested copies of Exhib'ts p-l and MAP-4.) 

Sergeant BACON, I have here a aerial photo of 
Lai (4). Locating it on the map--her it is on your 

" :25,OOO--and here it is on ,the aerial p oto. One inch 
,f !p. the photo equals about 100 meters. Y u can see the 
f't j,llag,e of My Lai (4) here acnd see the r ad coming along­
.,'f:~i ~de of ~he vil~age--another, road ';li th ~ ~e ~cuses alcng-. 
i, lode of lot leadlong from the south centra slode of the 

l"
"~",,:I,, illage down to ,Highwa¥ ,52~., There is a other r"oad coming 
! off to the east and gOlong lonto 521--anot er road across 
,: he north flank of the village, east and west: also, a 
,", orth-south road which joins with 521. ighway 521, which 
, 'you can see on' the air photo and, on the ap, and down to 

'I",' the south Hil'l 85. You can notice Where, it starts going 
,'up by ~he start of the ~erraces in the afea. Do you 
, recognlo ze that as My Lalo (4)? , I 

):: ::S:s' 0::' ~::~st.nding, serde.nt BACON, that 
l;, the air assault took place somewhere to Ithe west of My 

,:I!~, : Lai (4) and the operation proceeded thrqugh the village 
:j:tJ and then subsequently on up toward My L~i (1) or the 

',:~J pinkville area. 

A. 

(BACON) 

Correct, sir. 
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Q. N~~,:r;'i~~;:;~~~,:,~:~~ij:(~~;r:!i~~I~:t~Ple present, I 

would like for you tolgive a verb 1 description of your' 
activities. from, the td.me you land d ,until such time as 
you moved out of the ~y L.ai (4) a ea, generally in the 
afternoon, toward the: area where harlie Company married 
up with Bravo Company to laager f r the night. Now, 
subsequent, t.Q,!-,!:i~tntElrrogation ere, I am going to ask" . 
that you s~t down w~,th, q6lonel WI SON or another offie. er 
so that you will be able, to take ne of these photos and 
annotate it properly to indicate he spots on the aet'ial 
photo where these various inciden s took place, and so' 
identify them. This would be eomcarable to the sketcl) 
map which you made as part of the testimony which you 
gave to Colonel WILSON. Do you u derstand, now, what· 
I have indicated? 

(Exhibit P-l as annota ed by the witness 
later admitted into evidence as E hibit P-l73.) 

A. Right, sir. 

Q. Now, would yCi)U ~;:q>:q~eg., please? 

A. Sir, where we lahdec\l, t 
there is a ditch line that runE! P 

'50 to 75 feet from th~ village. 
off the LZ, my squad peployed. alo 

tl:!e west o.f My Lai (4) , '. 
ettyclose, approximately 
nce the helic,Q,lPters ,moved 
g this line just to the' 

west of this area--' . 

Q. 
east of 

.i' \'" 

(Interposing) To thJws;t;."or to the east--,' 
the LZ, but on the ,west,s. de of the village? 

" ' 

A. Right, sir. We then sayed there, and I 
noticed, my machinegunner noticed .an individual running 
with a rifle and a steel pot on-- : ' 

. Q. . (Interposing) Letme tSk you.a question. "In 
your judgment, how far was the LZfrom the edge of the. 
village? ' ",: 

A. . It was no more than 10? to 125 meters, sir. ' 

Q. And you were oIl the ,fifst flight? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q • 

(BACON) 

, I, , . 

Yes, sir, I was on the' first lift to the LZ,' 

The first lift? 

Right, sir. 

And what was included fn 
I 

13 ' 
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A. We 11 , sir, th,el:e w ~e n lone he li 
~irst lift, and they c»ns.ist.e of both my 

opters on the 
latoon and the 

2d Platoon. 
'! I 

O. 
lift? 

Did the co!!',pany co '<lind group come in wi th your 
, ,'t1 \j~' 

I I ~~~""~ 
J- ," 

A}". I don 't remember-- ~ don I t be Ii ve so. Once we 
lClinded on the LZ--befor9 we, 1: nded on the LZ, we were com-
ing to a short final approach' tel the LZ, nd I heard some­
tb'ing that sounded like fire coming up to ards the helicopter. 
At this time all the helicopters commence firing. I heard 
gunships firing their rockets, and also th ir miniguns ,and it 
ca,ne to my mind that this was a "hot LZ" hat we were coming 
in, on. SO, once we landed, I ,got my men 0 t, four on one' 
a.~de and three on the other side.· The he icopters moved 

.. ~ft to the LZ, and I moved my men up on line along a ditch 
approximately 50 to 75 meters f.rom the vi lage, and this is 
,where I deployed my men on line, se,curi,ng the LZ for the 
',rest of the company coming irttothe LZ, 0 until word was 
given to us to move out. At this.time, j st after my 

"ilIachinegunner hollered: "There goe",one i th a steel pot 
"'iind a rifle." As I looked around,' facing him, I noticed 
'an individual go around the fight side 0 a hut. He had 

.fa steel pot and a rifle, as he wentarou d to the right 
. 'of the hut. The machinegunner at the sa e time was open­
i.ling up, but his rounds never hit the :i.nd vidual because \they were too high. They we)1t over the uts. I f·ired a "lifew rounds, and they also w.ent over the u~. I hollered 
,'«!:lack to' the platoon leader: "I see a VC Wlo th a steel pot 
'T/and a rifle running toward the right corer o·f the villag,e." 
I~\we waited there for a short :period of ti e, .and .the word was' , 

'

(i;giVen to move out. 
,: J O. At that time you ,were still, a ong, more or less, 

'i'! the hedgerow and the ditch on the west s' de of the viilage? 
.~ . I 

~I R' ht ' .\. A. log , slor. 

\ri 
I 

t~ere to 
i~--that '1(0' Would you just make a mark 

.. ,:,:\ this, about the area you were locate.d. 
i your squad was deployed then? 

~ :1 ,,' . 
'.1 . " i 

indicate 
is, where 

.~".' A. Right, sir.' . , I J' I ,'i':'" O. How long. did you stay. in . tha r position? 

,~'f':i A. I can I t say by the time, s'irl. It was not too 
i 

",-1 

,i , 
(BACON) 
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A. We-'SllIoa¥e'Gli", ·!;J.,er:.e,_,,\U:l,til t se cond 1 if t came in, 
~ ir .~h~li1I. the wor·drl.l'l~ ~6"m~l1e We moved straight 
~nto they~tlage area, s~r, until got approximately 
about cen,t,er oE this ~rea right in. he.re, where we located 
some people. There was one old," who w.as shot in her . 
left side. There was'anold man. He was shot in the leg, 
side, and in the shoulder. We cted th(~ people up 7 I . 
hadl:wo men move the people to right. 

Q. How many people did 

A. Nine or ten, sir. I 
the right where Lieutenant CALLEY 
him at the time because of the th 
village. 

Q. Do you recall who 
peOple and' mov'3d them to the 

at this time? 

people move to 
s. I could not see 
vegetation in the 

, 'who took those 

A. I believe, sir, .one PFC SIMONE. I don I t 
remember the other man's name, And at the time we 
continued to move on, and I lost act with the 2d 
Platoon, which was on my left, the first squad of the 

. 1st Platoon on my right. For a ile, because of the 
vegetation, I could nbt see them. I lost contact with 
some of my men also because of vegetation, for a 
couple of seconds. Then I made men move in closer 
to me, and we continued to go tnrouan the village. We 

'got together there in this area ght here (pointing 
to map) and moved out in two from the village--

Q. 
. arrived 

A. 
. 3 hours, 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

(Interposing) What 
at this point, approxima 

I don't know exactly, ~dr. 
approximately. I 

! 
, 

To go through the villtge? 

Right, sir .• 
- I 

! , 

I 

I 

when you 

At least 2 to 

So that could put it ut to--

A. (Interposing) Close t~ 1000 or 1030, sir. 
And then we moved from the villag toward a tree line, 
imately 100 meters out front of t e'village, and'I got 

(BACON) 15 
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word from Sergeant MI'l'CHELL, '1"ho was on my left--on the 
right-hand sid7--~0 hQ~~ mY stuad up and ~Iet up a per­
imeter, and th~s ~s what I dif' I stoppe] there--

Q. (Inter'PQsinglIn4~c~te that o~ the map, if 
YO,u will. Can youdefinUe:):YiidentifY th area--

I • 

A~." (Interposing) NO,: sir. 

Q.~, 
~t 

o~ the 
But it was out about 100 meter 

village, as you recall it? 

A.,' Right, sir. And this is where 
sqHad, in this' area. I was located from 
tljl'')! squad itself, and I was wondering wha 

... ~ Platoon at the time that we got there. 
,$'ee them, and I wondered where these guys 
,same time I noticed individuals running d 
)ny front •. There were six men running dow 
',';ront-- " 

~. 
,iili vilians, 

(Interposing) Wha.t kil1q ,of me 
or what were they? 

to the east 

I stopped my 
he left end of 

happened to the 
I cou'ldn 't' 

were. At the 
wn a trail to 

a ,trail to my 

? ,Friendly. or .' 
i·i, 

. Z! I could not see them too gopd, sir. 

if Were they part of your own co . at organizat;on?i 

'ii~jamas on.NOso!~r~f ~~:; ~~i~ ~~e~~~::el ~~~ll:~e~~:iti 
"i~nd I had my M-79 man shoot at them, but· emissed them, ~ind 

.;:'hey continued to run. Also, at the same time, I noticed' 
,j:i'pproximately five men runni~g on .the lef -hand side. . 
, ,I 
i ! 

• Now, about where would they be. Indicate wher~ 
ou saw the six people running and'where you saw the othel:! 

;:, five running. You were at this point at that time. 'Agai~,. 
i\),l inch is about 100 meters. .,.. 

i~t. ,.' I would say in this .area righJ here, .sir (p'oin1;­
,~~a:~map) were the group of ,ix of thet,. ~d ~er in thi-

l~. (Interposing) Put a mark the~e, if you will, to 
,'" ssist Colonel WILSON later on in talkin<t to you. And ' , 
r; ;.rhich group was it that was taken under tire? 

~~ . ,t A. The group right here, sir (po}nting to map). 

(BACON) 16 APP T';'2l· 
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The ,m:.u'ge.u.Ije, sir, and they disap- ' 
~~~~~i.?~~yeq.at until we had further 

.did you have 1UnCh? 

A.. : . ThiiS 
menop~!1§Cj. up cne·~,r .. ~<.:-'ra."t 

here where we ate. The 
;"$!;;;~ii!ll'i\;';'~':'-: ... was where 'we ate at • 

. hO~ many people had Q. Now, up uptil 
you sent to your pla,toon I 

i 

A. I would s.ay approxim " 1rp ly 30, but I dom't 
know. 'It could have been less it could--mayb$ 15 

Q. AI: this point, in the middle of the vi . 1 age'. '-..... ~.' ',. 

at the most-"I don't know, sir. I' .. "'.! 

by that time you said yqu had pi d up about nin or. ten 
which you sent over to your. pla leader--. '. ," . 

A. (Interposing) l\t the 
of the village I picked up some. 
how many. Quite a few of tihejl\, 
kids, and al:3o some young men 
I picked up-·-that is where I 
leader from there. 

Q. Well, where did, yo.u , 
up to this time? You said 'you 
Where did you pick up the othe 
them to your platoon leader? 

time, sir, in 
don't know 
women, y.oung 

,,"couple of old 
them over to th 

middle 
cUy 
adies,' . 
men that. 
platoon 

ck up the other LeoPle 
picked up abou~ 30. 

and when did YOf send, 

A. The only thing I can ire,memU:.er ,sir, isi the' 
I 

first group that I picked up. 

Q. Just one group. 

A. That is right, sir. 

Q. How many was that 

A. Between 16 and. poss 
. remember, sir. 

as far as you remember? 
, : , 

I don ,'t, jus,texactly 

edge of the vi llCjl.ge, or ~h~n , •... 
100 meters east cpf ,the vil-

a convenlation .With ~ergeant 
i 

Q. When you reached the 
you were on the perimeter about 
lage, you indicated that you' 
MITCHELL? " I' ,.;, . 

i',' , ,':; 
API? T-21'.' 

\' 
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He hollered to me ,[ sir, to hoI my squad up, sif; 

:~~~~;~:::;J:<he two hut near the edga ! A. 
of, the village, 6nthe,rightihand sider s'r. i 

Out in" front of t~e viliage or back to the rear~ 
, I 

A.i It was just on the edge of the village, sir, by' 
two old huts. I can't say exactly on thi map. And he 
nillered for me to hold up my squad and t set up a per­
i~ter there. I said okay. And I turned around imd he ld 
m~: squad up, and we got in a line; and I Itold them that we, 
,w:tuld wait there for a while, and we would alternate eatin,g 
iliiow. 

;,b. When you were on the edge of he village there 
.on the east end, Sergeant BACON, or when you were out on 
i'~our perimeter defense that you indicate , did you see a 

'::telicopter, an H-23, land anyplace in,th's area? ' 

'r.. I s~w a helicopter to my left front, directly 
ito my front, s~r. 

, 

,. 

~It·· . :., his 
,:-(.:t· 

Q. Where did he land? 

o~ 
I 
, 

He landed in a tree line. It is hard to say 
map. 

"Q. How far from you .was he? 

.;,~. Approximately 50 meters. May e less, maY.be mo~ie .•........ ' 

';

""" d he landed there between the trees, g' t out of the hel',- ,'-' 
;". copter, went in, and came back out. He ot in his helico ter " 
"~ and £,lew off--the pilot did--he came bac . about 15 to 20' inutes 
j~T later, sir, and landed in the same spot; he brought two "l n' '. " 
.; and three women and I believe two childr n out of ·.this h9t ., .• ,' 
;;~At the time he must have called a gunshi in, sir • The ~n- ." 
,'~ ship picked the people up, and they both :f lew off tomy',,~ight, 

a:ear. " I ';'i 

;:~Q. Where was this spot to the best of your recoi-j 
~~lection and orientation? Were you here or here at thet~me . 
1:' (pointing to map)? 

.\!~i· . '.' . 
"'.'''1 (BACON)' 
',\1"" '" 
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Ir;,·· .' ,," ':,' , , 
A. It was--I, was here point, so it had 
tO'be within, that ,area. It wou be here, closest to my 
knowledge. He moved' in this Olrp,,,tion--off this way--
both helicopte~s.,' I: continued watch the front and 
thhe f~ank~, be,cl~\:l.S,e:I: ,co\.:ld hea~ '" ,ng. I heard 
s ootl.ng :tIl. thl.s at;ea up he,rei" """ ' nting to map), 
and I, did not ~xactl(~row wha:,~' ,;' " on up there. 

Q. Did you see, this H-23 
than the one that you have i lUJ.CCl 

A. No, sir. I didn't. 

Q. Did he come back and 
you were--where you had lunch? 

A. No, sir. Not as I 

Q. Sergeant aAC.oN, in 
prepared, yo~ indicated that 
approximately 20 KIA in it. 
for us? 

A. I said that? 

Q. Approximately 20 KIA 

A. No, sir, I did not 

Q. In this a;rea where 
the east edge of the village 
perimeter defense, did you see 

A. No, sir. I didn't. 

Q. I want you to think 

A. (Interposing) I am 
member that I did not see any, 

at any spot other' 

and anywhere near where 

statement that you 
saw a ditch that had 

you locate that ditch 

the ditch. 

that statement, sir. 

were, when you reached 
where you set up your 

bodies of noncombatants? 

hard, now--

ing hard, sir. I re-

Q. In passing through village, had you seen any 
noncombatants or civilians that WP~A being killed? , ' 

A. I did not see any KLL~,~U, sir. I only saw one 
r we searched the village 
this individual out of 

he fired. We continued 

individual shot by an M-79. 
we were moving forward'and he 
the right of side of hi~,eye 
to move on--that is the, only pe 
village, sir. ' 

I saw shot in that 

(BAC.oN) , 19 APP T-21 
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Q;~ 
i\{ 

". 
Was he 

A'~ I do n ' t re,al,ly, '.k;Il)¢l\\i; , 

Q. But you,. as a 
noncombatants killed? 

A. 

see any' 

Q. Did you hear--after you turned nn.,,,,,, civilians 
ov.er to the platoon leader--did you hear rapid firing, 
or"t ..... utomatic or semiautomatiC?,.1 

A. " At the time, before we had 
ove~', I had been hearing fire,' also in the 
si .• s, left and right, so I cannot say exa 
d,Kued after the time I turned, them over 
~~:Y' sir. ' 

q~l' Would this be the killing of 
:l,o.J!(vestock around the village? 

the civilians 
village on both 
tly if it con-· 
not--I can't 

animals and 

~at 
It is a possibility, 

the gunships were shooting 
an.d /1.1$0 a possibility 
a+"9~~13 the village area. 

o~~~~~",· 1.nm. ~hatsoever -. Did you encounter any 
squad? 

No, sir. I didn't. 

\'i,' 

Did your squad carJ:ty '11,};I;,; rp$ 
village, burn thl"! hoqtc~"lfl!1 

, , (,""" 

(Interposing) No, sir, W$ 
at all. ;.",-

Why didn't you? 

to 

burn any 

Because, sir, at the time we wp,~p too concerned 
moving--trying to move through ~ne' lage, and I was 

. .' 

that' if we had tried to burn t,pe lage--it would 
been impossible for the men in t;ne Platoon to'" 

through the village and maKe a search of the 
OOl'CCll" s. before they came out of. the side. And this , 

what their mission was: to search llage and thoroughly 
CK it out.", 

" \, 

, , " 

So, your squad, to. your kn6w 1", .. naP, burned. no' 
. " 

;., ... \i· .... t ... s? 
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A. Right" sir. 

Q. Or: houses .', kill any animals? 

A. 
did not 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
you? 

A. 

" I 
, '. ',,' , 'I' " -

~hey killed--'they shot a 
die, ,and they s~ot; some hogs 

I 

How is it the Hater buff 

I don't know, sir. 

You did not see the 

No place except to my 

ter buffalu, but he 
That is all, sir. 

didn't die? 

anywhere near 

sir. That is all. 

Q. In that one location tha you are talking about? 

A. Right, sir. 

Q. Did you at any time See 
,anyl;lody firing into a ditch? 

MITGHELL or 

A • No, sir. I did not. 

Q. Did you see the your front that had 
run into the buildings or bun~er whatever it was--a 
cave-:-that the helicopter pilot li!!IP~fed to extricate them? 

A. I did not see them at fi 
a few buildings in the area where 
imately maybe three or ,four in 
spotted the people or something 
down there and checked and found 
and took off and came back again, 

Q. Do you know where your 
this time? 

A. No, sir. I don't. 

'Q. Did you hear of any 
pilot of the helicopter and yourp 
else in the company? 

st, sir. There are 
had landed, approx­

area, and I guess he 
the hut, and he landed 

if they were in there 

leader was at 

sation between the' 
leader, ,or anybody' , ' 

A. I did not hear any' C('l,n"'~'I'sation between 
pilot and my platoon leader. was one time. " We go,!;,! 
the word that a mortar hadbeeh out on a hill to: 
our right flank. That is th~,only thing that I 
ber, sir. 

.'" (BACON) 
'21' 

FOR OFFICIAL 



, ,..i!~'j'l1!i' 
, ~' . ,\~"<:.j~:" 

:-,~~~j'1~' ~~ 
"~::!'f',' 

'~~~u feel would be;'n;, e,~~i1.\tI4;~1.';!J/;6i .What happened.j.n" ljty 

A. NQ~ .~r. I did 
helpful at all., sir·.~""·"'.,;,; ... ;.;., .. " 

",' 

lage that 
to determine 

stigation of it? 

that could be 

MR MAC CRATE : SeJ::gean~ BACON" can you est ilm."t-P the number 
of'rounds that you yourself f:ired during course of 
mQving through the village, from the timE, of the landing 
un;til you reached the far side. About 10 meters you 
itl:<dicated, beyond the village? 

A ' It was not even a magazine, I
·· 

s' e magazine in my weapon wh!en I re.ached 
V 'if lage, so no more than nin~ 0.1:: ·ten ro. un 
a • I I ' 

, 

I 

What about the other members 
I 

''!II.. I can't say, sir, .be'cause some 
.at the animals trying to kil~ them, so I 
say, sir. 

I had the 
the end of the 

at the most, 

your squad? 

of them fired 
an't exactly 

, .,¢l. Were you, at any time, from time of the 
'landing when you took your position just t of the 
village, to the time you airi ved on the. sid.e of the 

,village--this was the point you the vicinity 
{,Ij>f anyone who was in radio comm.unic1at::io:n-l-d.id you hear a 
"tadio operator at any time? 

.. A. Well, no, sir. The only 
'ithe time was communication with my p 
,iP, small regular radio set that we 
;;,~s from the company. . 

,/,~, 

' .. A. 

You are talking about 

Right, sir. 

And did you also have. a 

Right, sir, I had a transmi 

And you had the helmet radio? 

Yes, sir. 

that I had at 
leader through 
was issued to 

lmet radio? 

And during the time of your m~"Q'mQ'n+, which 
a matter of 2 or 3 hours, you crossed the village, 

you in communication with the pla leader? 
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A. 
platoon. 

"C~" ",' 
.. JI was. in com1n.unication with the 
·d.;i1dnot get calls from him. 

", ' 

Q. ¥.ou 
platoon.leadat:? M·,ti.~~~ti6n ' 
A. Not over the Ir,a,4io. No, 
remember, sir. 

Q. He did not speak to you 
speak to him? 

A. No, sir. I hollered one 
to hold it up because the remainder 
getting ahead of me, and I also 
because they were getting ahead of 
only time I even hollered towards 

Q. Well, this was when you 
hollered this way--in view of .. the 
know where the other part of the uni 

A. Because, sir, I actually 
man to see if they could locate the 
platoon from our left flank, and 
can't locate them, they must b~ a'neaa 
I hollered. . . 

. all with the 

, that I can 

you did not 

, sir, out loud, 
the platoon was 
to the 2d Platoon 

, too. That is the 
, sir. 

in the village, iou •. ' 
tation, how did you 
were? 

llered to my point 
r portion of the . 

said to me that they··· ... 
of us--so at the time 

Q. When you hollereadid you get any response? 

A. I don't remember,. sir. 
noise going on. 

was quite a bit. of ' .. 

Q. I just wonder what a nC:'.Ll.l'lr 
that point? 

could produce at 

A. I actually don't remember if I got a response or 
not, sir. 

Q. 
H-23 
from 

Now, when you saw the hel 
then the gunship, did you UU'~~'L 
ei ther of the helicopters gett 

: " 
, "i-":,< 

copters land, first the 
the pilot or.someone 
out of the .he.1icopter? 

A. Right, sir. I saw eithe the pilot or j:he·copilot 
·6f the helicopter walk with the ne,ot.li.e to the gunship ,sir, 
and talk to the individual on the· I side o£theship 
and tell him something and put the on the he licopter 

. itself. , '.: 
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~ ~',~:i~~'~i~i~ 
. '". 

I, 

Could you,·a;t.,;t:*,~!fi.4 ~.see,~ny .... 
the ground fO.rcesi,.' ,leit~e ,another c""",~,·t1 

I "')""" i';~;":;',!:':t::-',/r>:>j.'"". ' 

other 
t--

A. 
first 

(Interpos.ing) I cou.l;'"seeporl;:J.<JllIS 
squad to my ri~ht flank.;' :;:'. 

. '\y. 

Q. How far away from yO? were they? 

A. That would be hard to estimate, 
say\'jxactly, offhand • . ' 
Q. "'):' Fifty meters or five hundred 
the.·· ... · ... · .. ' .•... lative--I am not t.rying to be exact, much, ou could see is what I am trying to f 

::"', ' 

A •. ". Actually, I'd say about 10 maybe 
M~.'. e a little bit more from where my men 
seY them. 

Q,~ You'd say that the other squacl 
O~;YOu? , ;., 

Right, sir. 

Q. What did you observe as to what 
do.ing at that time? 

I can't 

? What is 
just how 
out. 

15 meters. 
actually 

within 100 feet 

t squad was 

At the time I noticed them, 
to sit down, getting in position 
the front. 

sir, they were getting 
they could ob-

Q~. Had they actually taken up a 
O~'i a perimeter, too? Were they still 

Ai!; No, sir. They weren't moving. 
~~l:ere getting down. The rice paddies 

. "1· 

Was Sergeant MITCHELL with this 

The one time I noticed him, sir 
beside these two old huts.: There was 

That was the only time that I nO~.wgU 
and started talking to one of my 
picking up the people. . 

tion? Were they 
at this time? 

ones I could 
were pretty 

to your right? 

was the time he 
individual. beside 

him because I turned 
about the heli-

: " .. , .,', 
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Q. 
away from 

A. 

Q. 

A. 
:J 

When 

I would .. say 
"I 

About the of 

About the leng-th of 

,0 LY. 

cal ed you, about how far 

little more, sir. 

field away from you? 

field, sir. 
:,J 
,;, IO: I have a couple of things hat I would like t:o get 
1 clarif~ed. Who normally was with you platoon leader in 

) .

..... \,"';;. :~erat~ons? Sir, the RTO would usually be with the platoon 
,;,',' leader. i" 

;;". ,i 

Q. He had the ra~io .operator, then? 
, 

A. Right, sir. 

Q. So, you wouldn I t nO:rrna11y 
toon leader, but you wou:).d be.J!>as.Sjin 
RTO, is that right? 

e talking with thepla:'" 
inf.Qirmation .th:rloug)h; the 

• A. No, sir. What hapPElnea.:!.s 'bl>l,at tn,e. pJ.atoon leiadi~!t' . 
carried a small radio, wi- th a hand r CE!~'\I'rEtt'''''''' 

.N 
-1= 

"'. 

Q. (Interposing) He carried 
and the other one carried the 25, is 
cate with the company? 

and the 9, then, 
right, to communi.-

A. Yes, sir, and this is the way I communicated with 
the platoon leader. 

Q. You had no communication ith Lieutenant CALLEY 
that morning? 

A. 

Q. 
Sergeant 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

(BACON) . 

Not that I recall, sir. 
I 

Who else was with him? what 
MITCHELL wi thin the Pla. toon~ 

He was asqua~ leader, si1' 
. . . I 

I 
Of what squad? 

First squad. 

was the position of 
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He was. 
squad then? 

A. 

Q. 

~. 
,c~ 

Q. 

Right, sir. 

Who .was the pl~j;.90~ !1,~Jtgeant? 
, ."'; 

Sergeant COWAN, si~. 

Where was COWAN? 

I don't exactly know, sir. He 
rear of the platoon at that time, 
say for sure. .. 

Was he on that operation t.hat 

Yes, he was, sir. 

So, you and MITCHELL were the 

Right, sir • 

t squad, right· 

was someplace 
believe, but I 

squad leaders? 

. ,<r 
~ WALSH: I 'think you~;aid. that during course of moving 
through the Jyillage YOll at some time got ated from some 

",~f your men. Do you ri,tcall if the .fire am leaders were 
_ending personnel that they would round to you and you· 
would send them on to Lieute~ant CALI.EY? Were they sending 
)?eople they would round up d~rectly to LiI<."t·",nant CALLEY? . 

:;', 

. 1\.. No, sir. The people were put 
Jwould have to just send two lUen with the 
;;of in small groups, because t.his .. t,qol,lld 

.. where I would have to send ope man, ~t a 
!~In a· case like this here, in this 
:igroup as I remember. I sent two people 
, were only old men, women,. and chi 

men. 

in a group wl1ere I 
. people, instead 
me in a situation 

with the people. 
we ran into one . 
th them because 

and a couple of 

So, you are clear, that),a~y. peillole· sent by your 
to Lieutenant CALLEY were ,those you collecteli·in 

group and sent on wi th someone,You dirA,<!t:90 

Right, sir. "',j, 

,]-.' 
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Q. Did your squ$.d receive fire from any direction 
when you were m6vtng.~hrUgh }~e vi.l.lJ.agt:!? 

A. I did not :t:eceive;al;ly "1;: :U.UI;J..H''l· 

sir. I did not know iflthe~e.)laS ". ." 
rectlytowards me 1':'" 

all in .the village •. 
I ":','1' 

Q. '. Did you see ~y heli s,land behind you at. 
any t~me when you were passing'f-h.,.,..,,,,,,h the village to the' 
point where you got to j::he tree and had lunch? 

A. No, sir, I didn't. 

COL WILSON: Thi.s tree line, 100 
village, was that a tree line cove 

to the east of the 
a ditch? 

A. I did not see any ditch, sir, at that tree 

Q. To clarify tre'lle. 111.1$··.a. ·.s··ux·eI11ents, what was 
frontage? Were your twp .~ir.~i);e <iI,!ns s t, . app:r.ox:imlat~eli1i 
as you moved through th~ Y:kil:lUiiitg.e? ' 

. ',? :·f··· " 
A. It wasn't ex:actly.'l;:Wo: .. ;Ei 
my squad in pretty close $0 :t .. couJ..d 

':.' 'I. 

t:eams. ! h~a 
try and contrGl.J; 

t<Dl. 5I11elt.ers'i '~:n:e:Y''''''W'e;J:;e It was no more th.an 
really pretty close. 
ing behind each other 

Of. .the:p e . .op,+e .... w. .6ir~~,w:i!l,.iL)-;:;"'; 
v~ -I-lIo,<i!iIDle ::W~~eff/l .. ·s:h!r. '. <,lIlY:"!",;',;'" 

Q. About 10 to 15 me te'rs, 
you went through the village? 

A • Right, "ir. 

IO: Did you encounter in 
village--did you encounter m1,lch 
bunkers--

Yi(Z>i1ll,rsquad}s 

village or outside 
fication I;l\aterial, .. 

A. (Interposing) Sir, the village , there WE~il!ii':.,,,,:,, 
bunkers and regular shelters. "'''''''+-''''''''5 were,\Uadeout 
solid concrete--some of the buildi And outsidethe .. V\il ... · , ' "':" :' :", 'f " 

lage the only place that I cC)uld 

Q.. (Interposing) Were the 
. speaking of behind the.bunkers, 
the old houses? 

A. 

(BACON) 

Old houses, sir~ 
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Pretty 

Some of' fli;§ttr'~~,~~~~;~~1it 
ly thine; I, , 

buildings , of 
, n the village., s.ir. 

JIi]lcANIKLIN: Would 
long time 
village. 

so long? 

you describe how you 
to get thre,ugh this 
What were you guys do 

weren't they? 

the village, 
aw huts and 
manner as the 

through? 
llage. It is 

down there 

It 
not 
that 

Well, sir, in chec~ing,out the ldings according 
, way you are supposed to check them, it takes time to 

l
eck out the village, sir. If you try run through a viI-

i ge, you mi9ht end UF getting blown up, I wanted my 
,P;. ople to take their time, and I didn't anybody to get 
ijurt in this village, at all. I was scar of the fact that 
ifti;here was VC in the village and they had b:c,ot,y traps in the 
hamlets, knowing that we were com;j.ng' village. Also, 
~e vegetation--at times we c<puld noj: too fast at all, 
li!/ir, and we had to walk behind each, and at times we had 
'1:10 walk over the brush itself', sir.' moving this way, 
,,,low and cautiously, this is probab 'r,eason why 
·a.t took us time to go through the 

'.-,'",»): I , ,1,:--:1 ',",1,' '~f,,';i', 

" ... 11.... . . You ~ere moving slpwly th~n-~ 
. "~ver~ng, ~s th~s correct? 

,moving and some 

Yes, sir. All of us were mr""rnn at one time, sir, 

we were all moving slowly. 

'~. Did your men use fire grenades 
";inside the hootches or these little 
- '1' 

. ::iJ ',l' I did not see any used inside 
"'~un'l\;,~,:;-s'l sir. We dropped a couple of 
~ case the VC or someone were down the 
i!jJ.' on would either knock them out or out 
~ey were hidden in the well. 

hootches or the 
down the wells 
Is. The concus­
the hole where 

frags throughout 

t. 
Di9- y'l!!lll !fear a lot of M-79 

" your flanks'? ' 

,.With the noise, you could;n't ally t.ell if it 
~as coming from the gunships or coming f the people. irou could hear machineguns shooting, qrertad.es going off. 

,~ 

" •• '.'.'."'. }./.'-;; (BACON) 
& . 
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Q. You were 2 or 3 hours in the village. Did 

you hear fire and grenades at all after 2 or 3 hours? 

A. You hear them pretty well, constantly. 

Q. Didn't this strike you as funny that there was 

no oposition? Is this the way you guys normally went through 

a village--2 or 3 hours of firing? 

A. I was worried about my men's safety and my safety 

and the accomplishment of the mission within my area and my 

squad. I was worried where the fire'! was coming from. I 

thought it was incoming. I didn't know for sure if it was 

incoming or outgoing; and after the word had come that the 

mortar had been knocked off this one hill, it really made 

me think there was a possibility that the unit on the 

right, B/4/3, was receiving fire or something. I didn't 

exactly know, sir. 

Q. When you moved from the initial tree line into 

the village, Y0U moved with assault fire. Were you firing? 

A. NO, sir, we weren't. 

Q. Then when you moved thrcugh the vj,llage, you didn't 

move in a recon by fire, Qr did you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. When yOl' were east of the village! where you saw 

those choppers, were your people firing or did anyone fire 

out there? 

A. None of my people. 

Q. Did anyone ever call a medevac? Did you see any 

medevacs come in? 

A. NO, sir, I didn't. 

Q. When you saw civilians that were wounded, what 

would you do for them--an old man or women? What would you 

normally do? 

A. Well, sir, whether they are wounded or not, we 

usually send them to the platoon leader. He would take care 
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of the matter from there. I don't know exactly what they 

did from there because in most operationB :ny concern was 

the operation being accomplished, 

Q. Did you havE an ammo ;':esupp ly'? Hhen did you get 

a ref '.tpply of your ammo that day? 

A. The ammo resupply. I can't exactly Bay what time 

or he·1l much ammuni tion--

Q. (InterpoBing) Do you remember giving your squad 

a lot, or drawing a lot? 

A. Prior to this operationi sir? 

Q. No, after. Do you remember when you were resupplied 

by that laager. Did it make any impression on you how much 

ammunition you gave your people--M-79, M-60? 

A. The M-60, sir, I don't believe he got any, but I 

am not so sure. The M-79 man--I had two M-79 men in the squad, 

sir. I don't recall offhand whether they got any or not. 

The men with the M-16, I don't think they got any ammunition 

at all, sir. 

Q. Then they hadn't fired much at all? 

A. No, sir. 

10: How many rounds did your men normally carry 

into combat? M-16's? 

A. After the first time we were pinned down, we 

regularly carried seven magazines, but 1:hen after that a 

man ran out of ammun.;tion, and I had my men carry as many 

magazines as possible on them, approximately 37 or so. And 

my M-79 man would carry up to 50-60 rounds, sir. 

Q. You had those men loaded down pretty heavily then. 

A. No, sir. They wanted to car:r;y them because of the 

situation that we had been into before. 

Q. If they had 37 magazines with 18 rounds apiece, 

that is 666 rounds? 

A Right, sir. 
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That's guite a bit of amrcunition to be lugging 

A. Well, sir, if i: was going to protect my life, I 

think I would lug it around, and the situatior I was in be­

fore--like I said, my men !:'an out of amr:1Unitic,n. They I-lere 

more than willing to carry this much ammunition around, sir. 

Q. Was this a normal thing in Charlie Company, that 

the men would carry this anount of 2mmunition,' 

A. After this situation that we had rlln into, sir, 

the people could determine within tl,cmselves and their squads 

that they should carry more ammunitJ on in ord"r to protect 

themselves, sir. 

Q. Could you recognize enem,) fire if 'IOU heard it? 

A. Right, sir. I believe I could, sir. 

Q. You could recognize the destinctive crack of an 

AK-47 or an SKS or the RPG and so forth? 

A. Right, sir. I could. 

Q. Did you hear any of that going on that day? 

A. The only time I heard firing, incoming firing, 

sir, was the time I was in the chopper, sir. 

Q. Other than that to your recollection--

A. (Interposing) I didn't hear any more firing. 

Q. Do you remember any additional units or people 

that came along with the company that day? Either U.S. or 

Vietnamese. 

A. I recall someone saying that there was National 

Police with us, and an engineer unit, sir. 

Q. How many people were in the engineer unit? 

A. I can't say offhand, sir. I saw some of them 

that night when we stopped. It was with Bravo Company, sir, 

and I believe I saw eight or nine at that time . 
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You probably had an engineer squad with ,the com-

Possibly. 

When you were in the village, did you sec? any 

Police personnel, in the villaCje, now, only the 

a. No, the only people I saw in the village were the 

fe" Vietnamese I picked up, sir, and my squad, sir. 

Q. Did you see any photographers? 

A. No, sir. I did not see any photographers. 

Q. Would you explain what you did for the remainder 

of the afternoon. I take it we are down to about noontime? 

A. Just around then, sir. 

Q. Would you explain your actions for the remainder 

of the day? 

A. Well, sir, we proceeded on a little bit further, 

and then we came to a tree line. I don't exactly remember 

on this map where it was, and we held up for a while because 

of Bravo coming up to our right flank. I went into a village 

to my left, sir, and I checked the village, and I no-

ticed people in there moving around and running, sir. So 

'I had two men with me, si~, and we went into this area and 

collected all the male personnel in there and we brought 

them over to the platoon leader. I sent them over to the 

platoon leader, and he sent them to the company commander, 

and then I rejoined my squad, sir, and my men came back 

and rejoined the squad. 

Q. 
time? 

How may of these people did you round up at that 

A. Approximately nine or eleven, as far as I can 

remember. 

Q. Nine or eleven, all military-age males? 

A. Right, sir, they were. 
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Q. 
Did you see anybody else there in the laager area? 

A. I saw some more prisoners; tha:,' s all. 'rhey were 

classified as Vc's. 

Q. How many did they have, all t:old? 

A. I don I t exactly knmv, sir. Close to 17, but I can-
not say if it was exactly 17, sir. 

Q. On the order of 17 men? 

A. Right, sir. 

Q. How do you arrive at a figure of l7? 

A. I started countinq them at fir:;t, sir, t.hen they 
would start moving around, se tting them U;:l for the night. I 
just fi(jured from there after I had counted so far, close to 
17 there in that area, sir. 

Q. Did anything else happen in the laager area that 
may have a bearing on the situa::ion that took place on My 

Lai (4)? 

A. Not that I can recall, sir. 

Q. Sergeant BACON, we are familiar with the fact tha·t 
Charlie company, the next day, moved to the south, generally 
to the east of My Lai (5) and then south to the Song Tra Khuc 
River, and then sometime in the afternoon again turned back 
to the north, laaqered maybe somewhere to the east of Hill 85, 
and on the 18th proceeded to the north, generally to the area 
of My Lai (1), and then la·ter in the afternoon, sometime 
around 2 to 3 o'clock, the company was airlifted out 
to Fire Support Base Dottie. 

A. Right, sir. 

Q. Is that in accordance with your recollections? 

A. Right, sir. It was close to My Lai (3) that we 

crossed a causeway--

Q. 
here. 
ing to 

(BACON) 

(Interposing) 
Was this the area 
map)? 

Eu·t you did go into this area up 
from which you were extracted (point-
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A. Right, sir, right in here (pointing to map). 

Q. Did you see any people there from A!3!1? 

A. No, sir. I did not see anyone there from A!3!1, sir. 

Q. Were you in the first group that was extracted? 

A. I don't exactly remember, sir. 

Q. What kind of aircraft were you extracted in, do 

you recall? 

A. It was a Huey, si~. 

Q. A Huey? 

A. Right, sir. It was actually a troop carrier, as 

I can remember, I believe so. I believe there were only one 

or two of them. 

Q. Could you have possibly been lifted out by a CH-47? 

A. No, sir, not a Chinook. 

Q. You arrived back at the fire base. Did anybody 

talk to you? 

A. At the time when we got back there, I remember 

someone saying: "Don't repeat anything--say anything about 

what happened at My Lai because there was an investigation 

going on." 

Q. Who told you this? 

A. Our commander, sir. Captain MEDINA, sir. 

Q. And he said there was an investigation going on 

and not to talk about what happened at My Lai? 

A. Right, sir. I didn't exactly know what he was 

talking about. I just kept my mouth closed anyway. As far 

as I know, there was an investigation going on, and it wasn't 

my concern to tell anyone else about the situation at that 

time. 

Q. When you returned to Fire Support Base Dottie, 

was there a senior officer there that talked to a group of you? 
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A. I don't rcme:nbcr sir,oecausc tbe main thing that 

was on my mind at that 'cimc, sir, was goin<) on R&R, ~·,ir. 

Q. Well, if a senior officer had ti'.lked to a group 

of people and you were amongst them, you--cven though you 

were 'Joing.on R&R--You probably would have recalled ,:Lt, 

woulcr, 't you? 

A. I would have, sir. 

Q. So, did you ever have a senior officer com-

mend you for the operation, saying that it was a good opera­

tion, and asking if you had seen anything unusual or if any­

body was killing civilians? 

A. I don't remember, sir. 

Q. Did anything happen, Sergeant BACON, on the move-

ment down to the Song Tra Khuc River on the 17th and on the 

18th which had a bearing on what happened on My Lai (4) on 

the 16th? 

• 

.::t-

A. Sir, we moved down toward this river. We came ~ 

to the last village just next to the river, My Khe (2), .., 

and the company went through the village and my platoon lead-

er left me to the left rear of the village. This area is 

where one man came running out of a bunker. He had red pants 

on and a blue shirt, and one of my riflemen hollered "Dung lain 

to him and he just kept on running. So, he opened up fire 

on the guy and missed him. So I told another man to go a-

head and see if he could catch him without shooting him to 

see who in the world this man is, because everyone else was 

out of the village as far as we knew. And all of a sudden, 

four people ran out of a bomb shelter--artillery shelters, 

and they ran straight toward my machinegunner. So about five 

or six of the men in my squad, plus myself, grabbed them 

and we found medicine on the lady--all kinds of medicine--

morphine, aspirin, bandages, and stuff like that. This one 

man we found, he had the black pajamas but underneath the 

pajamas were a gray and a red uniform, so I called up to 

the platoon leader to try and get information from him. I 

couldn't get in contact with him because my radio batteries 

were pretty weak, sir. So, I sent the people up to the pla-

toon leader, the three men and the one lady, and I was in-

formed once my man carne back that the lady was a nurse in 

the NVA Army, equal to a platoon sergeant, and that the one 

old fellow that we cautured was a colonel in the VC Army, 
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and ah,o that th,,, l5-year-old kid that we captured was a 

cadre from the NVA working with the 48th. And the other guy 

was a lieutenant in the 48th and the information people told 

us that these in:lividuals did work Clround the My Lai arGa 

and that they were in the My Lai ar~a when \ve came in, sir. 

Q. 
then? 

A. 

Q. 
uated? 

So you felt that you made a pretty good capture, 

Right, sir. 

Did you see anybody--were these individuals evac-

A. Sir, I don't know exactly, but once we got down 

to the area after the three men came back, we moved back to 

where the company was assembled, close to the beach. They 

had interrogated some of the people, and I moved back up, 

after talking to Lieutenant CALLEY, back up to my squad and 

set out a perimeter line. Then, I believe, the lady was evac­

uated, sir, by a helicopter. I don't know exactly how long 

he stayed there, sir, and I don't know what happened to the 

men, unless they were with the group of men that we moved 

back into the next village with us, sir. 

Q. With respect to the villages of My Khe (3), My Khe 

(1), My Lai (1), My Khe (2), as you went through these ham­

lets, were these burned as well? 

A. My Khe (3 ) and (1) , if I remember, when we first 

went there was not burned, but once we started moving away, 

they were burned. 

Q. Were any people in those villages? 

A. No, sir. We did not see any in there at all. 

Q. What kind of construction was it? Solid or tem-· 

porary hootches? 

A. It was temporary hootches, sir, and solid con-

struction. We saw in one village, which was told to us by 

the platoon leader, they saw 50 "Bouncing Betty" mines in 

that area, and I believe this was in My Khe (1), sir. They 

blew them, and you could hear the shrapnel flying, and we 

moved on down to the My Khe (2) and also in the area where 

we found those three men and one lady that came out of the 

bunker, plus the one that got away, sir. 
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Q. Was the village of My Khe (2) also burned? 

A. Y(!S, sir. It was burned. 

Q. .This one down on the river. 

A. Yes, sir. The rear of it was burned. Most of 

it wasn't burned because some of the structures wer<~ perma­

n"mt structures, and this >-las also where >-le received two 

rounds of fire while we were in the villa~e. I don't know 

exactly where it came from or allY thing , but I heard them. 

I~ came over our heads. 

Q. I understar.d that as Charlie C<)mpany moved to 

the south that there vias a patrol which had moved to the 

~Iest to>-lard the slope[, of Hill 85 and that this patrol 

ran into SOIT.e mines. Does this fit your recollection? 

1\ .• I(iqht, ~ir. I >-las patrol leader at that. time, sir. 

Q. You were? 

A. Right, sir. 

Q. Who was in this squad with you? 

A. Sir, in the squad at the time with me was PFC 

BERGTHOLD, SP4 COX, PFC SIMONE, SP4 CONTI, SP4 MAPLES, and 

leading the patrol was Lieutenant KELLY. 

Q. Lieutenant KELLY? 

A. Right, sir. 

Q. Who is Lieutenant KELLY? 

11. He is my platoon leader. 

Q. CALLEY? 

A. CALLEY, sir. He was going to show me the place 

exactly where I was supposed to set up, sir--an observation 

post that I was supposed to set up on the hill along with 

PPC MEADLO, who had a mine detector, sir, and SP4 SLEDGE, 

who was the RTO. 

I 
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Q. Were those people with Lieutenant CALLEY from 

your squad? 

A. No, sir. None of them WE" re from m:' squad, sir. 

Q. v/here were they from--MEADLO and SI"EDGE--what were 

they assigned to? 

A. SP4 SLEDGE was assigned as RTO. He was working 

with the headquarters group of the platoon, and PFC MEADLO was 

out of the 1st Platoon, sir, the first squad, sir, and he 

was acting as mines'tleeper man for the platoon leader. We 

proceeded up the hill, sir, and we came to a fenced area. He 

told me to keep observation to the rear of the company and 

to let him kno'tl exactly w;1at was going on to the rear so no 

one would sneak up on the company's rear. So, as he was go­

ing down the hill, just before I sent in my men, I heard an 

explosion. What had happened, Lieutenant CALLEY did not go 

down the same way that he came up. He went down a different 

way to try to avoid some of the terrain that he had to go 

up at first, and he had--PFC MEADLO had the minesweeper to 

the front of Lieutenant CALLEY, and when I looked down the 

hill PFC MEADLO was lying on the ground, hollering and 

saying: "Why did you do it? Why did you do it?" Lieutenant 

CALLEY told me to send a couple of men over to him to assist 

him in getting PPC MEADLO in the helicopter, medevac'd. At 

the time, the men had not gotten loads off yet, and I called 

to him: "Sir, I don't want to send the men down there, be­

cause their loads would be too heavy and they might touch 

something, a mine or something of this same nature." So 

I told my other two men, PFC LLOYD, and PFC KYE to assist Lieu­

tenant CALLEY in getting PFC MEADLO on the medevac because 

it could not land because of the vegetation. PFC MEADLO 

said, "I'll get even with you, sir. I'll get even with you I 
if it is the las t thing that I do." He was saying that as " . 

he was getting on the helicopter to get medevac'd out. 

Q. What do you think he meant by that? 

A. I don't know, sir. The only thing--impression--I 

can get by hearing people utilize the same terminology is 

something like he was going to either do something to him 

or say something against him or something. This is the 

impression that I got. 
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Q. Was he going to CJ<'t even \vith him for what had 
just transpired or perhaps--

A. 
He 
up. 

( Interposir.q) 
felt Lieutenant CAl LEY 

This is the idea of 

For what had ju"t transpi'red, sir. 
was the cause ai' him getting blown 

war, si.r, itself. 

MR MACCRATE: As a squad leader in the 1st Platoon, did 
you have to make the report in respect to KIA? 

A. No, sir. This would come from the platoon leader 

to the company commander. 

Q. How did the platoon leader get the information for 

his KIA report? 

A. Well, mos t of the time he would be moving around, 
sir. The platoon being as small as it was, it would not take 
much for him to move around the platoon area, to see or ob­
ser"'Je someone shooting an enemy soldier or something. 

Q. Did you in the course of any part of this 3-day 
operation have any KIA's that you knew about yourself? 

A. No, sir. I didn't that I can remember, sir. 

Q. In the movements subsequent to your passing through 
My Lai (4), did you yoursel.f use any of your ammunition? 

A. I don't think that I actually did, sir. 

Q. 'rhis is right as you went south, then back north, 
then lifted out on the 18th? 

A. Right, sir. 

Q. Would that also have been true of members of 

your squad? 

A. Except for the one time the man fired at this in­
dividual at My Khe (2)--he expended very few rounds--that is 
the only time besides another man had discharged one round. 
That is the only time that I can remember, sir. 

Q. Do you recall any interpreters moving with your 

company that day? 

A. We had an interpreter that is assigned to the com-
pany by the name of PHD and he is a sergeant in the vietnamese 
1rmy. This is the only one that I actually know of, sir. 
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Q. At any time was he moving in your v.~cinity dur-

ing this operation? 

~ A. No, sir. He stayed usual Ly with th,,, conrrnand group; 

that would be wi th the company comrna:1der and the company com­

mander's RTO and the forwaL'd observec-s, sir. 

Q. Did you know a :,"ieutenant JOHNSON who was with 

your unit that day? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. When you got bask to Dottie, was there any dis-

cussion that you can recall about helicopters landing on 

the 16th or anything about the aviators? Doe,m' t the in­

fantry have a certain attitude about the fellow upstair:3? 

Don't they? 

A. Well, sir. They were speaking in regards of the 

helicopters landing in front of us, because they wondered 

why in the world the helicopters landed in front of us, sir. 

There could have been VC in there, and it is our job 

to check out areas to our front, not helicopters to land 

and check out areas to the front. If there had been a fire 

between, coming from in front of the helicopters, it would 

have been totally impossible for us to fire e,t this heli­

copter to engage the enemy. 

Q. Was there any fire coming from the other side of 

the helicopter? 

A. At the time, no, sir. 

Q. There was no crossfire going on at all? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. So they just came down into an area where there 

was no firing? 

A. Right, sir. It was just a way of speaking--in 

military tactics you don't usually find this. I don't 

know the exact reason why he came down. I know it was most 

peculiar for him to land in a place such as that there. It 

is not reasonable. It don't make any sense. 
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Q. Did--were yeu a'e/are of anyone b"ing angry about 

it? Or just curious about it? 

A. Some people. were just curious about it, sir, and 
wond"red why the helice,pter land(~d. That '3 all, sir. 

Q. 
Did the discussion of that go on for quite a while'" 

A. Not as I remember, sir, because I left the unit 
thE'; next morning or that evening, that day. 

Q. 
The 18th or 19th you left for r.&R? 

A. Right, sir. 

Q. 
When did you return to the unit? 

A. I came back, sir, in March--I mean in April, and 
I caught malaria after we went on an operation for 1 day, 
und I was in a hospital. I actually never rejoined the unit 
as a paTt of the unit except for one other time I worked up 
there at 1,Z RosS for a while with the unit. 

10: 
!low is it you didn't return until April when you 

went on R&R? 

A. 
It was March when I left the unit, sir. 

Q. 
But you left on the 18th or 19th--

A. (Interposing) Right, sir. 

And your R&R was how many days? 
Q. 
A. I didn't leave to go on R&R until the 22nd, sir. 
There was a mixup, and they rescheduled me on R&R, and what 
happened was that I was scheduled to go--instead of the 22nd, 
I was going to go on the 1st of April and a captain from 
tIe division was going to go on the 22nd--what happened was 
tl,ey had reversed it around and had put me on the 22nd and 
the captain on the 1st of April, sir, and I had to stay up 
there until the 22nd. I left Vietnam going to Hawaii. I 
came back, and I had a little problem in Danang, the flights 
getting off because of shelling the airport and stuff, and 
I finally got out a few days after the 1st of April. 

MR MACCRATE: 
ing chaplains 
the chaplains 

(BACON) 

At fire base Dot·tie, did you ever recall see­
or visiting them? Did you yourself talk to 
when they came through ? 
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