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wITNESS: BACON, L.G., sSéTT_,ff

DATE OF TESTINONY: 16 December 1969

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A-

fCOUNSEL‘. None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968 Squad Leader of the
Second Squad, 1lst Platoon,,c/ /20 B

l;. PRIOR TRAINING IN RULES (b} LAND WARFARE.

(995-36 57) _
- Jwt . well trained in -the Geneva C@
o warfare (pg. 58) .

. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS

a. MEDINA s brleflng,__’

" ‘ Captaln MEDINA assembled the entlrehcompany. E
__”told them they were going into the My Lai-area and that %
.. 48th VC Battalion had establisned its headquarters the

w[utlllzlng My Lai as. a base of operatlon.. Their missie
7T to kill all vec, VC. sympathizers and anmmals, destroy
S ‘"_‘jsupplies,-and burn ‘the hamlets (pgs. 4;5). It was BACD
o understanding that, everyOne wag: VC! 1n;My Lala ‘Howev,
“term VC sympatn$$er did not. meah women’, ‘children, 'a

- MEDINA lnstructed

.men: (pg. :5).

ey

hat ClVillanS be sent



.b. BACCN'S expectations.

BACON expected to be outnumberéd by two and

‘one-half to one (pg. 6) and anticipated a real fight

- (pg. 7). He and his men were knowledgeable of the

casualties that a/3/1 and B/4/3 had sustained previously.
The word "Pinkville" instilled fear (pg-. 10). Everyone,
including himself, was frightened (pgs. 6. 10) .

ea of a fire fight in a

rehensive of women and:

this on his

B BACON did not like the id

village complex because he was app

children being killed. He did not want
conscience ©OI his men's (pg. 8, 9).

BACON's sguad was to tie in with the second :

to go through the ' a

S

atoon's right flank. They were
jillage, gather up the populace and send them to )
CcALLEY did not give any e

Lieutenant=CALLEY (pgs. 10, 11).
ders regarding shooting VC or sympathizers (pg. 11). It
never kuspected that CALLEY would execute the non<.

ombatants (pg. 9)- =+
P .. ~
ASSAULT ON MY LATI. o , : .

.
i

a. Location of the LZ.

. Thezizjwas 100~125 meterSjﬁestﬁgf the village.
ﬂBACON‘s squad was on the first 1ift which had nine ships '’
¥ (pgs. 12, 13). The platoon had only'two-squads (pg..61.1; 

‘As they approached the LZ, ground to air fire was thought

to be heard (pg. 19).

. b. Actions after disémbarking.-

- He déployed his men on line in a ditch 50_t6f75f  
meters from thehxillage.r They saw a VC with a helmet and
rifle. He was engaged, putndt hit (pg. 14). The 'squad

stayed in position gecuring the LZ until the seqond,lift_
ame in (pg. 15). e R R
o The then moved through’fhe:village;‘but
losf.contact with other units. and ,even with gome of .
“pecause of the thick vegetation@‘gInijving”from the

did not utilize assault fire or

illage, they ‘
: 29). From about 100 meteérs away, ‘
s MITCHELL, squad;ieade:-dffthe1first_.__37"
_BACON to halt his _.é’q;ﬁ;’fa;d.and'Set wp a
from their position 100 meters east of .

~ suM ARP

Lol R
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Co some time: duri

~ heard it hollered out:
killing (pgs. 51, 32} SON. 44
body count;""safter_thefope;gt‘qﬂ_. o ”
He did not report any enemy KIA during th Jopetration

(pgs. 427 45). The platoon leader reported enemy kills

to the CO (pg. 42). BACON and his men were not too concerned
over numbers of enemy killed. Theirchncern was their own -
‘gafety (pgs. 46-48) . S TR o :

of My Lai (4), BACON
; ce to stop the
g .large -

4. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. .

o At My Lai (3), MEDINA assembieafﬁhe company and
gaid, "pon't repeat anything--sayjanything about what

~fappened in My Lai because.therezle_an_inVestigationn‘ .
': oing on" (pgs. 37, 50) « o a AT

A senior officer did not talk to, BACON or his group .
P Dottie on their return-(Pgw-38)@f” ACON was never .. L
| “%mteergated and never gave a statement (pg.. 52)-

5. OTHER INFORMATION.

§ T a. BACON had been in the uniteféf~26;mbnthsfandi_ L
iemained assigned to the battalion;gntii;?ﬁuHQMember 19684 .
4 b, on 17 March, they moved squth to the Son Tra Khua'
'ﬁgiver. Then the unit turned and headed pback to the north. :
®Hn the 18th, they proceeded north'gnd were extraeted near ;_5;@3

My Lai (1) around 1400 or 1500 hours (pg. 36). ' RENESS
‘ V ) T . Lot .- b

ﬁ% c. On the 17th or 18th, they{daptured four NVA - o ‘
o including twoO officers in My Khe (2) (pgs. 38, 39). My Khe R
¥ (3) and (1) were uninhabited and burned. My Khe (2) was ° SO

# also burned (pPg- 40) . S _ co "

d. The troops were curieus*abeut the helicopter o ﬂ*dfffif;”
landing in front of the infantry because_it was unusual © . e
(pgs. 43,-44). : - S _ S

' e. BACON left the unit for 'RER on 18 oI 19 March.
He returned on 1 April and shortlywthereafter he was
,hospitalized with malaria (pg. 44). On returning, he
worked in the pattalion 54 section qu.‘SO). S

sum ab® 1721

o @acom '
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£. BACON did not t#txlk.wi'th ‘anyone from his unit
(C/1/20) subsequent to his return to CONUS. He refrained:
from talking about it because of MEDINA's orders (pg. 50).
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. EXHIBIT

"-NOTEQ

. KUMBER DESCRIPTION PAGES
- M-2 MACV Card. "Nine Rules" ‘Wit had not seen. 56
T MACY Gard, ' Enemy 1n N B : =
M=-3 vour Hands" : 1wit had not seen.: 56
MACY Card, Gulde for : ‘
‘M-4 commanders"” Wit had not:seen. 56
- Wit identifiled as _
“P=1 rerial photo of My Lai My Lai (4). 12
' Introduced 1nto
2=49 Photograph of CALHOUN evidence. 1
i S ITntroduced i1nto
£-50 Photograph of HENDERSON evidence., 1
o - 1 Introduced lnto
P=-51 Photograph of McKNIGHT evidence, 1
' Introduced lnto
p-52 - |Photograph of KOTOUC evidence. 1
P-1 as annotated by _ '
witness o - 13, 63
Wit identified o _
Map 6739 1T as My Lai (4). 1,12
' [ Entered into the : '
Map 6739 IT (small scale)| record. 1

_ (ﬁACON)
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| J%(The_hearlng re‘on enéd_at,09l7}hours, 16

" RCDR: g The followrng namad persons are present- LTG
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRAT, : <) ﬁTWILSON, COL ,
FRANKLIN, . and_MAJ LYNN.u .

Sir, I have some ‘exhibits that. need to be
entered this morning. Pictorial Map number 6739, Roman
numeral II, Scale 1:25,000 -is recgived into evidence as >
MAP-~4. A 1:50,000 scale map of ‘the same number is recelved
in evidence as Exhibit MAP-5. Three-by . four-inch black
and white photographs of 1nd1v1duals are received 1nto_"'
evidence as follows: o

Exhibit 49 is CALHOUN Exhlblt 50 is HENDERSON
Exhibit 51 is MCKNIGHT, Exhibit 52 is KOTOUC, Exhibit -
53 is BLACKLEDGE. Let the record show that those exhlblts
are preceded by P. Do you have anythlng to add, srr?

I0: As a matter of record,'I would llke to state
that as per a discussion Saturday: evening, General YOUNG
did have an opportunity overnlght,t@ see if he could re-
call any incidents or any activities which took place,.
based upon the information which®had been called to: his
attention during the day on Saturday " He did report . -
here in person on Sunday toO Mr. WEST and me that he .
could add nothing to the testlmony Whlch he had glvenlﬂ,
the prev1ous day. _ 7 . ‘ S

RCDR: Sir, the next w1tness is Staff Sergeant L G. _
- BACON.. RIS C

. (SSG BACON, ' Company 4, :
 4th Battalion, lst Training Brlgade, Fort Campbell,_-
Kentucky, U.S5. Army, was called as a witness, was
‘sworn, and testified as follows-)

I0: | Sergeant BACON, before we proceed w1th any |
'-questions,_I-shall inform you of several matters.ﬁ3j‘.

: This 1nvestlgatlon was dlrected jointly by . S

the Secretary of the Army and t the Chief of staff, Unlted e

- “States Army for the purpose of determining facts. and S
" making recommendations concernlng two matters:

(1) the adequacy of prlor investlgatlons and
inqulrles 1nto,‘and subsequent revlews and reports w1th1n 4

. (Bacon)
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|s now commonly referred to
March 1968, and

_thé chain of command, of what

as the My Lai incident of 16

P (2) possible_gugprejsion or withholding of
4information by any person ‘who had a duty to report and to
furnish information COncerningithis,inciﬁefﬁ;m-*.

_Those are the two,m%tters. - This investigation
is not being conducted to investigate all the facts and
circumstances as to what happened at My Lai. It ig di-

- rected at those specific purposes which I have just stated.

T have had made available to me and have
reviewed prior official statements obtained in other o
official investigations of the My Lai incident. And I ‘ T T
m.ght add, we have also had made available to us a S o 3

 ¢opy of your previous testimony.

o Your testimony this morning will be taken under . -'_gg
‘ghth. A verbatim transcript will b¢ prepared. A tape B
gecording is also being made in addition to the verbatim
notes being taken by the reporter. ... ‘ ' o

o although the general clagsification of the - o ;
report will be confidential, it is ,possible_that the .
testimony or parts of it may, at a later date, become : LT
& matter of public knowledge. T '

There are several people in this room who may

k you questions. On my immediate right is Mr. WEST,
o is an Assistant General counsel of the Department of
fhe Army. He has been designated as my deputy. " The two : :
@ficers on my right are Colonel WILSON from the Inspector = R
jCeéneral's Office and Colonel FRANKLIN from the Office of | U
- g'the Deputy Chief of gtaff of Operations. All three of - .
~ $these individuals are my assistants, and they may direct _ AR
questions to you in my behalf. On my left is Mr. o L e
MACCRATE, and on your left is Mr. WALSH. Mr, MACCRATE . ST

and Mr. WALSH have volunteered to serve as legal counsel Co
to assist me and other members of this investigation team. . e
in_the.conducting of this investigation. ‘They, too, may ask SRR
fyou questions. However, I have the responsibility of weighing
the evidence and making the finding :

s and recommendations. ' .
_ . You are ordered not to ‘discuss your testimony -
in this investigation with others, including other wit-

. nesses for this investigation, except in the performance . - .

 AEP =21

(BACQN)” ;f _fﬁ. ” 3 2
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of official duties or as;you-may.be_required so to do )
before a competent judipibl;flegislative, or administra- . .
tive body. Ingaddition;§you'are'cautioned that if you =~ -
are subject to the ordergissuediby.the military judge in: , :
the general court~martial case of the United States V. ' o

- Calley, your appearance in no way changes the applica- ' \
pility and/or the effect of that order.. - :

Do you have ady questiohs at this time? o _“-,'w

A. . No, sir, 1 don't..

Q. Sergeant BACON, would you indicate youf duty
assignment on the 16th of March, 19687

A, . gir, my duty assignment was squad leader,

second squad, lst Platoon, c/1/20, Americal Division.

Q. And how long had you been with this unit?

A. Sir, I had been with this'uhit approximately ;.

26 months. _ .- ' a . - |
Q. vou were evidently with it when it formed in ~ .
Hawaii? : R B |
A, Just after it formed. |
Q. ' And how long after the 16th of March did you

stay with the unit? : I ‘ _

A. T was in the unit until the 26th of November,

Q. With Charlie Com]_ia-ny? :

A. Right, sir. I was assigned to Charlie Company =

but T worked in the headquarters, S4 section. .

Q. of the battalion? |
A. . Right, sir. o L | o o
Q. Sergeant BACON, I would like to explain a little | !

about our investigation in greater depth than I indicated
in giving you the initial instructions. We are going to
investigate these two matters to determine the adequacy of

[

the investigation and the review, and we are also going to =

. g | (BACON) . 3 .' - App =21
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“;check to see 1f there was any poss1 le sup ress1on of
‘information concerning this ‘incident as wa indicated = = .
in the instructions that I had .given to you.  One of the
things which we must also da- is to determine what hap-
_pened in order that: we can . haﬁe the basis for our inves- : -
tigation and our report. q conseguence, we have already
talked to a great number of people. . We have already read
a large amount of previous testimony which|had been taken
by Colonel WILSON, ané in subsequent Cib 1.vestlgatlons
which are going on at the present time.: Wé are going to
talk to a vast number of other witnesses. so that we can
put together specrflcally what happened. I want to let '
you know the importance of this investigation. " This is"
-the 1nvest1gatlon of the operational aspect of the My
Lal incident and the reporting and reviews: of it.

_' Would you explain the orders whlch were issued
ko you, starting from the highest unit to the lowest unit..
~That is, did you receive any direct. orders, you yourself,"
: rom the task force or the brlgade,Mfrom the company, .
\ _from your platoon leader, in that o‘der? o

V‘ \j%. Well, sir, I never received any orders from R e
\ “gask force or battalion level. It came: from. company level. R
éQn the 15th of March, the company commander told--ﬁh.‘_. R

(Interp051ng) Who did he tell thls to? g

Captaln MEDINA told the- entlre company-«,:h”

=(Interposing) He had the entire gompany. .

-ssembled?

nght, sir. He told us we were going into
the My Lai area and that the 48th VC Battalion had
established headquarters there and was operating from -
this village; and that we were to kill all the VC and’
NVA, VC sympathizers, and the animals; destroy all the _
food; and burn the hamlets down to keep them from llVlng in
jthese quarters again.

. Q. . When he said to klll all the VC sympathlzers,
R R AT § that mean to you?

At the time, sir, I understood that all the R
e there, or anyone that was there, was a VC :
~hacause of the 48th VC Battalion being in there. To ‘

.'(hthN) ‘ 4 : | APssng;l.}
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g

my knowledge, th‘y-_ad been dropplng leaflets and util-
izing psychological warfare to notlfy the people of our
coming, or something of thls nature, and so everyone
there was a VC.. - . S

Q. : Had you been told that they had dropped leaflets?
A, | I have seen leaflets dropped in this area. |
Q. . In the immediate precedlng period, these

leaflets gave information concerning the fact that we
were comlng 1n, or something to that effect7

A. ' Yes, sir, Because, prior to this, I know

the 48th was there waiting for this order to be given

to us. A Popular Forces lieutenant told us that the R
48th was there, and he showed us the. dlrectlon that they SR
came into the village area. : :

Q. Now, when jou say My La1 Vl;lage, what do You f; afﬁfff
mean by My Lai Vlllage? o RTINS
S

A, My Lai (4) Vlllage area,. $1r.

Q. | You are just talking actually about the hamlets
of My Lai (4), or could it have been the entire My Lail
Vlllage complex? : : L

A. No, sir. At the time he showed us on the Ce
map 1t was not the My Lai complex area. . SRR R

Q. In your-lnterpretatlon of killing the VC
"sympathizers, would this have included old men? Would = .
it have included women? Would it have included babies, = .
young children? : o R -

A, No, sir.

Q. : State. again, spec1flcally, Just what you 3
were told to do in the village, so I can -have it flrm :
ln my mlnd and the other members as well ' |

A, " We were told that we were going to the’ v1llage

~and that the 48th VC Battalion was there, that we would -
klll all vC and Nva, VC sympathlzers, animals such .as. cows

'*7_(Bﬁé8ﬁ) R | *5hv=.u*#-
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Q0 What additional ihsfzic
A;' : After'thLamgQQ§$plappon’léaééf.énd'myself'and
- the other squad, leader, we yfhaﬁﬁtwo_squads-at the
time=- T S OSII L
Q.. - (Interposing) Youfohly had twcisquads? fﬁ‘?5
A . Right, sir. | | B
Q, In the platoon? - ‘;f ﬁ
Av Right, sir. 2 R
Q- Aad you were the second squad leader? L '.i
A, Right, sir. He told us that if there were any L
ﬂpeople there we would gather them up and send them to him, g ‘
f%gd he would send them to the rear as he did in other L
erations—-to be interrogated by the interpreter that Jg;?'
company area--company headquarters. ' , —
How did he state that? = = ' IMJ. D ;»r~f
He stated, sir, that we_wéfe_ to gather the_. o ' g

, send them to him, and he would: take care of
hem there as usual. And "as usual” would be to send
fhem to the rear where the company' gommander had the
interpreter to interrogate the people, sift.

with respect- to the enémy,
what did you expects.to f£ind -
£ My Lal (4)? -

0. Now, specificnlly,
?Mased upon what you were told,
fwhen you arrived in the area ©

FA. Well, sir, I expected to find a larger unit
than my company, with supporting units from the NVA Army., .
the North Vietnamese Army., there, and actually dug in to

the area.

0. How many people would you say that you are

referring to?

A Well, sir, the information'that I was told:

when I first got to Vietnam was that a VC battalion carried

200 and some people. So there was the battalion and they
were slightly reinforced. There was close to 300 people.

That would be outnumbering our company approximately two

and a half to one.

(BACON) 6 ‘APP T-21 ..
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‘A.

men?d

" about the mines and how many times they had been, shot
at in that area. R B R A

-‘Q,' ' Your squad was_on;guard'duty that night,_as -.”»;ﬁf

" A. 'All the platoons had areas of responsibility,

. stood what I Had td“do in the morning on the operation. -
" g.. . You indicated, Sergeant BACON, that you

 in your squad? .

Q.  So ﬁ,_wé¢§f§¥9§¢ting‘that when you deployed . |

from that helicopter you were immediately going to be in .. .

a first-class fire:fi%ht;ais.thaticorrect? L
Y S R T N SO ’

Q. ' Now, going back to the

: ! 5 ‘ %@@¢,whén.thé instruc-
tions were issued to you. What wasithe '

‘attitude of the .,

A. The attitude of the men, sir, was that they = . :
were pretty scared just from the word Pinkville. This .\ |
was the area we.were operating close to. Tiere were L
mines, and we had picked up a lot of casualties in that*
area. Our sister units, A/3/1 and B/4/3, had sustained
a lot of ecasualtties atid k{lled personnel in this area, .
and you could see the fear in the men's eyes. I also .|
was scared myself, because I was supposed to go on R&R
in a few days. I was really scared. ' o s

Q. How was this_fear;showm_by_the men?

A. . Through their éxp#essibns; and saying,that i
they were going into the Pinkville area. They talked

Q. ‘Was this a general feeling by your squad and ¢
by the other men the platoon? Were they sitting around -
talking about it that night? T

A. - At the time, sir, I went back to the bunker . .=
area and had my men draw ammunition, all the necegsary . -
anmunition for the next days' operation~--and you could . - . o
hear them talking and muttering about the situation. " -

perimeters, and later on that evening we were pulled off
in a staging area to the rear of the perimeter. I went,
‘to a bunker just beyond the area where we had thg briefing
at, and I went in there and went to sleep becausit I under-

N
Q. : only
"had two squads in the platoon. - How many men did you have .

. FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



I had no more than ni

Q. pid you have thém'oﬁél
two fire teams? [ o

Right, sir. Tdid. T

A, -
Q. ) What were the namesﬂéfkyégf ﬁwo firé team
leaders? _ . :
A. @i One was Roy WOOD, air, and Oné wasfHUNTER.
Q. | Were tﬁey sergeants? |

No, sir. They were spec.{{s.

COL, WILSON: Sergeant,.you stated previously in the dis-
egarding the handling

sgion with your. platoon leader T

cus: ) :
of #he civilians: "I don't go for killing women and o
and I don’t think thatlthe-pEOPle with=- -

chijdren mysélf,

in my squad would go for kill
no geason at all., So I told the platoon leader that

we fould round up. 2ll the people and I would :gend my.

sple to you; sir, because I don't know who 18 yc and
#is not vC." Do you remember_that'discussion'with C
‘platoon leader? o L |

ingﬂwomen;and‘chilﬁren for

I remember some of it, sir, because I know

i his village area, and all villages over in Vietnam,
th#t they just have women and children in the village.
T didn't like the jdea~-1 imagine as much

the idea,
nyone else. would like~-of shooting any children oIr

wq; n, because I have a wife and sons myself. This is -
& reason why I stated what I did about going into

jis village. : o

| u were suspicious tha
n and that these people mig

T Then yo t there would be .=~
is type of actio ht be shot?

e

women and children in the
shoot women and
not -

There would be
: ~and I did not want my men to
ildren and old people, whether they were VC or

o Q.  gpecifically, what was your interpretation of ' .
what your platoon leader meant when he said: "You round them .-
up and send them to me. and I will take care of them"? = i

(BACON) - g | pos gl
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~A. Theré, sir
was going to opéerate
ated before.
him with an escort,

Lh

Q.

A. Because, sir,
in the villages and in the area.
“had any kind of arrangements to mg
there--civilians out of there, sug
And I did not want to have it on j
conscience of any of the men in my
killed some innocent child or woms
in a fire fight between us and thg

Q. You would say., then, t}
this statement to your platoon leg
picions that may have been created
them to h1m he was going to execu

A. No, sir. To my unders
it to him in that manner.
When did you say'it

MR MACCRATE:

it
A.o NO,

sir. The night be

fi . o
Q. . What difference did ya
to the men muttering and talking

their attitude that night and the

o i 5 “.'a.'.‘m'}-’:-.' . .
{80k OFFICIAL USE

I was under
is operatlo

We would pick up civi
and he would a

company commander for 1nterrogat1c

Why dld you, then, rais
killing women_ and chlldren at this

I know th
and I did not know if: they

the night before or during the|

the 1mpre551on that he -
n like we usually oper-
ilians and send them to:
lso send them to thei“
n. . X

e this question about
t1me7 ‘

ere is women and chlldren

bve the people out of -
¢h as women and chlldren.J
1y conscience, or on the
; squad, that we had .
:n by going through there
s VC or NVA. R

1at you were not maklng
nder because of any sus-u;
4, that when you sent .
te them° ,

tandlng, I dld not say

BACON? Was”'“

' Sergeant R
on 16 March?'k

operation
fore, sir. March 15th,]f'
uw find, as you listened
about tomorrow, between *

ir attitude going into . -

any other combat engagement? Tha
or frlght, expectation, about wh
Was anything really diffe
.other nlghts when you wen
4 é';‘f:'!r'

A

it peoples
s pbility of them gettin
£% - théy have to go home.
talked about, that t
other frlends dld.

Q. Was it dlfferent thls
Isn't this the kind of t

before any engagement?

(BACON) 9
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rent thils particule
t 1nto ther combat assaults'>

) The majority of the p ople were scared, and R
“ the idea of the word Pinkville igself put fear in these .- -
hearts and in their minds® because of a possi-’

g killed an wounded real bad, and

This is one of the things they.
hey mlght get killed llke thelr__

hlng that would be talked about

JSE ONLY

re is a certain scare . ¢
t is coming the next day.

ar night from -

nlght from other nlghts?.

T




A,

Not neoessarllx,JSLr, because we have never

~had any experience in gormg‘agalnst a battalion with

- overwhelming strfength against our company before.
thls was the first tlme.__. |

 fact,

‘0.
A.
‘I0:

?A.
‘and in

Q.

it the
squad?

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

tup against, in strength?

_.been involved in any major activity, asiq
};booby traps, prlor to this tlme7

concerning what your squad was supposed

and be the left flank squad. of the )
Wlth the 24 Platoon-- FINTE

rlght pla.toon'p

COL FRANKLIN.
~and when Lieutenant CALLEY got you Squa< :
- did you get your squad together and glve them an order?:

:_tEACON) APP T-21 "

In

This was Lhe'l'rges_ force you had ever gone=

nght sir.

or your company

Had your platoon, your squad,
le from mines and

'a blockidg'foroe
to .see

Sir, we had bheen utlllzed as
search and clear operations in this area,

if we could search and find the VC in these hamlet. areas
" around My Lai and Quang Ngai and the Pinkville area.’
“» This is the only operatlons that we actu

ally went on, 31r}

What were your 1nstructions, Sergeant BACON,‘,
to do? Was- '

right squad, the left squad, was

Sir, we were supposed ‘£ gonlntofthe"Vilidge'
latoon,;and_tie in -

(Interposing) Your PlatCOhiWas whaﬁr;theﬁgﬁT"”

‘Left flank platoon, sir. We |were. supposed to

tie in with the squad on our immediate left, of 24

Platoon,
lage searching the houses in the villags ‘
all the people and move them over to Lieutenant CALLEY

and continue on through the v1llage unt1
word on llnes, ‘ O

We were supposed to go through the vil-

sir.
and bring out.

l_we got further
sir. o S

‘Were you told to push rapldlf through the prid'

'v1llage, push the VC out on the other s:de’.

fNo, sir.

Captain MEDINA. talked to

10
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it to be a rear ©- . -
And also, what was the actlon you were”supposed to :
take when in the V1llage° B R A

.: L L

the whole company, i
1 leaders together, . . -



.CIA;;USE ONLY

i g

_‘ab o A, v Right,us I taLked to my squad, sir, in

e regard to the. operatloni;tself., and|I talked to my men
' and told them that they would gather |the people up and
move them=--I would have‘some people move them to Lieu-
tenant CALLEY if we came in contact with any civilians,

and this is exactly what I dld._

Q. ~ What dld Lle tenant CALLL! say about shooting -
the VC and the VC sympa hlzers? Dld he _repeat anythlng K
about that, sergeant° “}u___ RIS _ |

A. _ No, sir. He dldn't.

Q. How about you when you were talking to'your
squad? : T
A. No, sir. I didn't say anything too much about

shootlng the VC's or NVA or.anythinq like that.

pid your squad ask. you any questions at that .*f-fiﬂf

Q-
_time? Did they ask you about certa_n thlngs°
A. ‘ Not that I recall,:sir. o o
Q. - You mentioned that you h'd been down in that
area before. Had C Company ever been around My Lai, or:
were you just at a blocking p051tio. to the north of
pinkville? ‘ R
A. . We were working the_are_ close to My Lai-(4f;=lﬁ75]'”
sir. O A SRETI T
Q. "How close? _
A. Approximately 200 to 300 meters, 51r, ‘and we
. by the name of Spec—'

.~ had a man killed close to that ares .
ialist WEBER, and we also were pinned down 1n that area,‘¢g3ﬁ o

81r, close to the village of My Lai (4).
you run down there 1nfe[;ﬁzfe

Q. How many operations did
1_the My Lai (4) area? S
A I can't say:s SLr;'eXactly how many.ijt w&éﬂq;:;’
.'quite a few down through that area. B ;"‘f‘g”-fﬁ
ﬂ flght when you were

4'#.Q. : Did you always. get in
. down there, or just sometlmes? '

rﬁj.A._ ' ”h The majorlty of the time we were down in this:gv_”.ﬂ
. area, sir, we were getting VC. sniper rounds or somethlnnglﬁj;,
~"would happen of thls nature.g_ . o o

LR

" (BACON) I R KN .
SRR FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



Yo Sérgé&@thAddﬁ;fyhm

 you gave your squad on the han
“.all you told your squad?

That is all, sir,

cedures that we had operated under before
a.standard operating procedure, going thr
and having teams search it, and the other

'secure the area for the men that are sear

Jets while the remainder of the squad mov
 fain point, until the other two people mo
‘with them.

Qe . pid you give any instructions
‘ d ployment of your M-60's?
sir.

A Right,

%his operation so that I could have more

“#y Lai (4). Locating it on the map~--hexr
41:25,000--and here it is on the aerial p
the photo equals about 100 meters. Y
of My Lai (4) here and see the ¥
rhe village--another road with t
it leading from the south centra
down to Highway 521. There is a

jhe north flank of the village, east and
horth-south road which joins with 521.

@ the south Hill 85. You can notice where

fhe air assault took place somewhere to

and then .subsequently on up toward My L2
Pinkville area. S -

A. Correct, sir.

(BACON) 12

| focused. on
dling of ciyilians.

.f (I0 requested copies'of Exhibi
Sergeant BACON, I have here ar

10t0.

you can see on the air photo and on the map,
Lai (4) and the operation proceeded throug

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONL&"
: . !

.the,instructioné

»

A. hat Ivhad to tell the squad.
T told them that we would be operating under similar pro-

, This had been

squad stay on

the line and have one or two men, approximately one man,

ching the ham- .
ed up to a cer-
ved up in line

concerning the

8 I told the M-60 man, the gunner, -
“+hat he would stay with me, sir, at all times during g

control over him,

acrial photo of
it is on your
One inch

u can see the

ad coming along~
1@ houses along—,
side of the
other road. coming

bff to the east and going into 52]1-~-another road across

west; also, &
Highway 521, which
and down to
it starts going

% up by the start of the terraces in the area. Do you
4 recognize that as My Lai (4)7? ' :
A. Yes, I do, sir. D
Q. It is our understanding, Sergeant BACON, that

the west of My
ugh the village
i (1) or the

Is that.

ough the village -

ts P-1 and MAP-4.)

 APP T-21
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Q. _,
would llke for you “to
activities from the time you land
you moved out of the My Lai (4)
afternoon, toward the area where
up with Bravo Company to laager f
gubsequent to this 1nterrogatlon
that you sit down with Gélonel WI
so that you will be ‘le to take
annotate it properly to indicate
photo where these various inciden
identify them. This would be comg
map which you made as part of the
gave to Colonel WILSON. Do you ur]
I have 1nd1cated7

_ (Exhibit P-l as annotat
1ater admltted into ev1dence as Ex

A.‘ 'nght, sir.
Q.  Now, would you
A, Slr,'where we landed tc

there is a ditch line that runs pr
'50 to 75 feet from the village. (
off the LZ, my sgquad deployed alor
west of thls area-- T

':Q.
'east of the LZ, but on the west s:

A. Right, sir. We then st
noticed, my machinegunner noticed

Q. (Interp031ng)
"your judgment, how far was the LZ
v1llage7 :
.tth; It was no more than 10
Q. And you were on the f1
A Yes, sir, I was on the
Q. The first 1ift? =~
‘AL ‘ 5Right, sir.

and what was inciaded_

. (BAcCON)

give a .verbal

‘the spots on the aerial

) the west of My La1(4),'*

Once the helicopters moved

(InterpOSLng) To thé west or to the east-

-with a rifle and a steel pot on——;

Let me ask you a questlon.

on the first 1ift?

'f;}13ﬁc'

i1 description of your"
d until such time as
ea, generally in the "
harlie Company marrled R
r the night. WNow,.. .

ere, I am going to ask. .
SON or another officer
ne of these photos and

s took place, and so .-
arable to the sketch :
testimony which you
\derstand, now}‘What'

ed by the w1tness was
hibit P-173.) L

please’_ -

etty close, approxxmately

1g this 1ine Just to the’

de of the v111age?
,ayed there, and I
an 1nd1v1dua1 runnlng

In:
from the edge of the

) to 125 meters(.eir.;fﬂ
rst fllght?"?"h

flrst lift to the LZ,‘sir-j“f

SE ONLY
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A Well, sir,
,ﬁlrst 1ift, and they consdsted
2d Platoon. : R

there were :
“of both

‘e nlnéThéIidqgters on the
my platoon and the
[T ':'_"

ing to a short
thing that sounded like fir
At this time a
gunships firing their rockets
came to my mind that this was
in on. So, once we
side and three on t
.left to the LZ,
. approximately 50 to
‘where I deployed my men
est of the company coming
iven to us to move out.
achinegunner hollered:
nd a rifle.”
an individual go aroun
‘a steel pot and a rifle,
"pf the hut. The machine
‘ing up, but his round
hey were too high.
few rounds, and they also wen
pack £o the platoon leader:
and a rifle running
We walted there for a short
given to move out..

da.
'iﬁfthe.hedgerow an

' Right, sixz,

i Qe _Would you just

% this, about the area you we
ﬁ}‘ o
R -Right,_Slr.‘

 How long did you

©(eacon)

Q. Did the company gom

flift? ' . ﬁ~..

j‘éi 1 don't_remember-—;_don‘ﬁ'beli
landed on the LZ--before»wenL'ﬂdgd_on_the

final approach’ to the LZ,
e coming up to
11 the helicopters commence

landed, I got my men ©
he other side.
and I moved my men up on.
75 meters from the vi
on line, securing
into: the: LZ, ©
At this time, ]
"There goes one
As I looked around, facing
d the right s
as he went aro
gunner at the
s never hit the individual
They went over the ‘
t over the

toward the right cory
;period qu;ir

At that time you were still a
d the ditch on the west 8

make a mark th
re located in

:;your_squad.was deployed then?
I dan't_say‘by the_tiﬁe;ZSif

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONL

;nﬁhgréup come in with your o

ve 30. Once we
|LZ, we were com-
and I heard some- _
ards the helicopter.
firing. I heard R
ir miniguns, and it
hat we were coming
ut, four on one. .
icopters moved o
line along a ditech .
lage, and this is -
the LZ for the
until word was
st after my
ith a steel pot
him, I noticed
{de of a hut. He had
und to the right
gsame time was open=
because:
' I fired a
ut. I hollered
with a steel pot
ver of  the village.".
e, and the word was

and also th
a "hot LZ"

The he

"7 gee a VC

long, more or:iess;f
ide of;thg village? -

ere to indicate -
~-that is, where

L
staf»iﬂhthét“position?'*'

. 1t was not too

¥ ' e




‘Platoon, which was on my left, an
lst Platoon on my right. For a w 1le, because of the

long of a tlme,f.

Q. : Dld you,st Y éhere untll the second lift came in?

N ‘ e _he second 1ift came’ ln, R
sir. Tha@.the worg:; j t. -We moved straight .. .
into the.v lage aresa, smr, untll we got approximately =~ .
about center of this area right' in| here, where we located; ;

' some people. There was one old lady who was shot in her

left side. There was an old man. | He was shot in the leg, -
side, and in the shoulder. We colllected the people up; I .~ /.
had two men move the pecple to the| right. L

Q. How many people did you have at this time?

A. Nine or ten, sir. I had the people move to L
the right where Lieutenant CALLEY was. I could not see .
him at the time because of the thlck vegetation in the
v1llage. : '

Q. ‘Do you recall who it was, who took those
people and moved them to the right? o T

A. I believe, sir, one was PFC SIMONE. I don't

remember the other man's name, si .And at the time we .

continued to move on, and I lost- ontaot with the 24 Ly
the first squad of the

vegetation, I could not see- them. | I lost contact with

‘gome of my. men also because of th vegetatlon, for a

couple of seconds. Then I'made my men move in closer
to me, and we continued to go through the village. We

‘'got together there in this area right here (pointing .

to map) and moved out in two llne from the v1llage—- o

Q. (Interp051ng) what t1 e was it when you
~arrived at thlS point, approximately? .
A. I don't know exactly, élr. At least 2 to
3 hours, approximately. : ,
Q. l To go through thefvillage?
A. " Right, sir. B i
o s ' o R
Q. " So that could put‘it u% to~-- = |
A. ~ (Interposing) Close to 1000 or 1030, sir. L
And then we moved from the villag toward a tree line, approx--
imately 100 meters out front of e v1llage, and 1 got the - :
! I
I

(BACON) '7ug‘15 | APP T 21
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_;word from Sergeant MITCHELL, who was on my leftn-on'the'
.jarlght—hand side-~to hold my . s@uad up and set up a per- . . ..
_ﬂ;meter, and this 1S what I dl - I stopped ‘there-- ..

Q. (InterPQSLng) Indtcate ‘that on the map, if . |
- you will. Can you deilnrtely Laentify the area--. T A

A;* | {Interp031ng) No, str.,«__

Qe ‘But 1t was out about 100 meters ta;the cast | .
_oﬂ the village, as you recall it? 2 S ;.:;.-
nght, sir. And this is where I stopped my

s uad in this area. I was located from the left end of - | .
Ege squad itself, and I was wondering what happened to the :

-2k Platoon at the time that we got there.| I couldn't
“gee them, and I wondered where these guys |were. At the .
‘Bame time I noticed individuals runnlng down:a trail to -
_There were six mem runnlng down a trail to my

(Interposrng) What kind‘of'men?;tEriehdlygprl;“

1 could not see them too good, sir._fffh

.Were they part of your own combat organization":”

: ' - No, sir. Thev were Vletnamese;fthey had blao,
ajamas on. Some of them did, as far as [ could see, . sil
nd I had my M~79 man shoot at them, but he missed them, and
hey continued to run. Also, at. the same| timeé, I noticed ' -
pproxlmately flve men running on the left hand 31de. "ijp

e
- Now, about where would they be Indlcate wheref
ou saw the six people running and where you saw the other
ive running. You were at this pornt at that time. Again, o
inch is about 100 meters. AT TR

o o I would say in this area rlght here,.sir‘(poinﬁ-f o
png to map) were the group of 51x of them,‘and-over.in.this_oﬁxﬂ

. (Interp031ng)- Put a mark there, if you w111 to
'SSLSt Colonel WILSON later on in talking to you. And g
which group was it that was taken under' ire? .

“'AQ-_ff7 ~ 'The group rlght here, 31r (porntlng to map)

| | FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



Q. . Now, up uhtll thls ti
you sent to your platoon leader?

Al
know.
at the most~"I don't know, sir.

Q. At this point, in the

by that time you said you had pi¢
which you sent over to yonrpratc

A, (Interposing) At the
of the village I picked. up  seme.
how many. Quite a few of ‘them, ¢

kids,

‘leader from there.

Q. - Well, where dld you p
up to this time? You said you h
Where did you pick up the others).
‘them to your platoon leader° o

: A.. The only thlng I can
_ﬁirst'group.that I plcked‘np.5
Q. Just one groupln:

hAQ:_ dThat is rlght, sir.

EQ. B - How many was that aga
A, . Between 16 and p0591b
j_remember, s1r.
”Q.j When you reached the
ou were. on the perimeter. about

. lage, you in
.5 MITCHELL?

FOR OFFICIAL

dq at untll we had further [,

E F‘

I would say approximat
It could have been less ay

and also some young ‘mefn . an(",
I picked up-~-that is where I sei the

ick up the other

edge of the v1llage;

dlcated that. you had a conversatlon

|usE ONLY

e, 51r, and they‘dlsap-.t‘

hdld you have %unch?

' here where we aﬁe.

The
d;thi';was where we ate at.

e, how many:peopie h@dh; B

4

rely 30, but I do
d it could--mayb

middle of the vi lageee "
sked up about nine or ten
bon leader-—' " PRIt R

tlme, 51r, in the mlddle
I don't know ex_ctly i

Eeoﬁle ':ﬁ.;r
ad icked up :about 30. .
and when dld youfsendjhﬁ;

‘tﬁe;

remember,ssir; is

in, as far -as you remember?fﬂ

13330.‘ I don t just exactly

or when
100 meters east of the vil- "
'wlth'Sergeant




_He'hblle:ed.to me}

Jmﬁﬂlfu_;t_«'nil'%!_:[n- '

"fWhg'e;w's he?

?:Ehe:twd hut

He was, standing by .
hand. Side‘r 8

£ the village, on the right-

Qutiin}ftbnﬁ_bf*tné-viiiaqe’or

y It was just on the edge of the
~tyo old huts. I can't say exactly on thi
‘hgllered for me to hold up my squad and t
ifeter there. I said okay. Aand I turned
W% squad up, and we got in a line; and I
uld wait there for a while, and we woul
ow. ) e

on the east end, Sergeant BACON, or when

. I saw a helicopter to my left

o my front, sir. T '

‘Where did he lahd?

. He landed in a tréefiihégf_IE
thig map. S

copter, went in
and flew off--t
later, sir, and landed in the same spot;
and three women and I believe twochildr
At the time he must have called a gunshi

ship

Cdrear.

Q. " Where was this spot to the be|
lection and orientation? Were you here:
74 (pointing to map) ? BT S

(BACON)

'sir, to hold my squad up, 8

When'you were on the'edge of

vour perimeter defense that you indicated
elicopter, an H-23, land anyplace in thi

How far from you was he? |
Approximately 50 meters}' Méyl
d he landed there between the trees, of

, and came back out. He ¢
he pilot did--he came bac]

picked the people up, and they both

f--FoRJOFFICIAL Ug3”0NLj  

G A

i

T

'near_the edge o
i-r_'" L

f
|
|

?
: o]

village, sir, by
s map. And he -

© set up a per- .
‘around and held ' . .
told them that we =~ .
3 alternate eating et

_béck to the rear

. . |
he village there,
you were out on
, did you see a
s area? - ;.

front, diteétiyr‘

°$,

|

|

|

1

NEE
A1

R

re less, maybe more.

st out of the heli-

he brought two m
en out of this hu
p in, sir. 'The gu
flew off to my: right

st of your recol-
or he re at the el

y




p
E

3t
%
k.
e

- shooting in this anea up here,’
and I dld not.exactl¥ know wha=

Q. °  Did you see ‘this H- 23

than the one that you have Jndlca
A No, sir. I didn't.

Q. ' Did he come back and 1

you were--where you had lunch?

A. ' Neo, sir. Not as I reg

Q. Sergeant BACON, in you

‘membex that I did not see any, s

noncombatants or 01Vl11ans that1

r‘
SEeiE ]

A, ' “It was: 'was here at
to be thth that area. It would
knowledge. He moved in this dire
both helrcopters._ I continued to
the flanks' bacapse I cotld hear s

H

prepared, you indicated that you
approximately 20 KIA in it. Woul
for us? _ L

A. I said that? _

Q. _Approximately'ZO_RIA i
aA. No, sir, I did not maP
Q. In this area where y01

the east edge of the village and
perimeter defense, did you see ai

A. ' No, sir. I didn't.
Q. I want you to think ¢
A. . (Interposing) I am th

Q. © In pa551ng through th

A, I did not see any kil
‘individual shot by an M-79. Aft
we were moving forward:kand he sa
the right of side of his .eye and
to move on--that is the. only per
v1llage, sir. ESUR

(BACON) 1

FOR OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL U

SE ONLY

thls point, so it had
be here, closest to my
ction--~off this way-~- -
watch'the front and
hooting. .I heard
6inting to map),
"‘rng on . up there.

land at any spot other -
ted? o

and anywhere near where . =

r statement that you

saw a ditch that had .
d you locate that ditch

n the ditch,
e that statement, sir.
L were, when you reached_:

where you set up your go
1y bOdleS of noncombatants°. 2

aal hard, now--

inking hard, sir. I re{“

iy .

vl

were being kllled°

> village, had you seen any

led, sir. I only saw one
er we searched the village
w this individual out. of .
he fired. We continued
son I saw shot in that

apP.T-21
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But you,

_noncombatants killed?
A?fw ﬁfN0} slrg"
Q. ' pid you_hearﬂwafter you turned 4

over to the platoon leader--did you hear an
+automatic or semlautomatlc?"

o At the tlme, before we’ had turne
iz, I had been hearing fire, also in the
s, left and right, so I cannot say exag

Yy, sir.

lfivestock around the village?

'Q: It is"a p0331b111ty, and also a
t_at the gunshlps were shootlng arogn@ﬂthe

,Q. g Dld you encounter any OEB
with your squad?

No, 51r._ I dldn t.

rn the VLllage, burn thn hootc

o (Interp051ng)
otches at all.

A, Because, sir, at the tlme we
-‘wﬂth mov;ng-~try1ng to move through the
sfiraid that if we had tried to burn the vi
hiive been 1mp0551b1e for the men in the 3d
& through the village and make a thorough
jotches before they came out of the other
. what their mlSSlon was: to search the Y
* ck it out.

No, sir, wg'did

Why dldn t you?
we
vi

e So, your squad, to your knowled
otches? TEETE

20
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d:|not  see any o d

ued after the tlme I turned them over oy

Would thlS be the kllllng of the animals and ﬂff*

hese civilians
xy;rapid firing,

d the civilians ' =

village on both
rtly if it con- .
not-eI can't.ﬁe

pdssibiiitY'}fgf_H
village area._fg b

hatsoever T

notfburh any R

re too concerned -
llage, and I was
llage--it would .
Platoon to o
search of the -
side. And this.
1llage and thoroughly

ge} burned;norl'ﬁf

_APP;ﬁezlfV




LST

spotted the people or something out
. down there and checked and found ou

A, . No, sir. I don't;i

. _(BACON) | R

e
T QNLY,

f,ﬁ_Or;hoﬁéeém__{

I don't know, sir.

No place excépt to my fro

Q. In that one location that you are talking'aboﬁt?‘;} ;i

A. - Right, sir.

0. pid ydu at any.timé;see_ﬁergeant MITCHELL or i
~anybody firing into a ditch? = | T T T AR A

A. - No, sir. I did not.

Q. 'Did you see the PeOPle_tQ;YOur front that'had?3ﬁi. s
run into the buildings or bunker or|whatever it was--a ' S
o extricate them? . .. o '

cave—fthat.the_helicopter_pilot landed t

A, : I did not see them at first, sir.

a few buildings in the area where he had landed, approx- .

area, and I guess he = .. 00
side the hut, and he landed :.
t if they were in there . .~

imately maybe three or four in that

‘and took off and came back again,;sir,

Q. - . Do you know where your platoon leader was'a£5 ;;;m1_J
- this time? R A LT ik

SORN o AR . pid you hear of_any.dohvérsainn bétweenrthéfi¢¥ fﬂ g
© pilot of the helicopter and your platoon leadepior'gnybody'Jfah“
Lo else in the company? JURE N IR R AR T IR T T
~¥ffA} 5 .i- I did not heér;énjﬂcdﬁveréation between the
pilot and my platoon leader. :There

‘;};thegword that a mortar had been kng _
“pur right flank. - That is;thefon;yfthing that_I_gan‘;ememj

. ‘ber, sir.

- FOR OFFICIAL”dsF ONLY |

’ Didathey_kili any.anima152'm '

' dhey killed--they shot a water buffalu, but he

t die, and_they_sﬁqtisqme hogs| - That is all, sir.
How is it the water buffalo didn't die? c

You did not see the H-23 [land anfwhere-near

nt, sir. That is all;"fj" T

. was one time. -We got
hcked out on'a hill-to:

There are .. '




¥Hd"Village that
{gqtion to determine
investigation of it? -

A No; gig;. I did not see anything that could be
helpful at all, sSifwe—- ay FURER I

ﬁRiMACCRATE:'JééEgeant BACON,{cah you estimate the number
of rounds that you yourself fired during the course of
moving through the village, from the time |of the landing

until you reached the far side. About 100 meters you ‘ .

indicated, beyond the village? - o ' ' S
: A ' It was not even a‘magaziné, sir. I had the R
j saffe magazine in my weapon when I reached|the end of the

village, so no more than nine or ten rounds at the most,
o | e | ;
|

What about the otﬁerfmembers of your squad?
, : | NeMOBES. ¢

‘A I can't say, sir,;bebaﬁse some| of them fired
.at the animals trying to kill them, so I can't exactly
_Bay, sir. | S | |

R Were you, at'any time, from the time of the _.ffﬂ”* L
“landing when you took your position j.ustEhort of the G
ar. side of the T

_willage, to the time you arrived on the £ B
J.village--this was the point you indicated in the vicinity R

f anyone who was in radio communication~~did you hear a R
adio operator at any time? LS -

- Well, no, sir.  The only thing that I had at
'the time was communication with my platoon leader through
a small regular radio set that we had that was issued to |
us from the company. . ' ' - _ ' ' o

¥ou_are talking about.a PRC-8 helmet radio?
‘Right, sir. | |
' g.. H f  And did you also have.é traﬁsmitter?
'Right, sir, I had a 1':_1:“a.ns'z=mit’tezr.'=
'Aha you.had the helmef-radio?u.
Yes, sir. S
And during the time of~y§ur movémeht,.Whicﬁ_-::

. is a.matter of 2 or 3 hours, you crossedthe village,
' were you in communication with the platoon leader?
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SR was¢in communlcatlon w1th the
Ilﬂ'd not get any calls from him, -

‘fj;at”all w1th the x

A,
_remember, slr..

 six, that Ildéﬁ},

0. ©  He did not speak to&you and you aid noff"”

speak to him?

ime, sir,. out loud,
f the platoon was -
d to the 2d Platoon
', too. That is the*
m, sir. : S

A, : No, sir. I hollered one’
to hold it up because the remainder
getting ahead of me, and I also talk
because they were getting ahead of m
only time I even hollered towards th

re in the village, you
etation, how dld you -
S were° : X

Q. - Well, this was when you w
hollered this way--in view of the ve
know where the other part of the unl

_ollered to my p01nt
ther portion of the: -

said to me. that they
.of us-wso at the tlme;

A, . - Because, 51r, I actually
man to see if they could locate the
platoon from our left flank, -and the
can't locate them, they must be. ahea
I hollered L

Q. -~ When you holleredhdid'yeﬁhget'any'respohse?ef;

A. I don't remember, 51r._.T ere_was_quite.a bitief
noise g01ng on. . Sl L G
Q. R I just wonder what a holler could produce at:f
that point? : : ‘ T

A, I actually don't remember|if I got a responsesdf”
~not, sir. ' ' . S : A

Q. Now, when you saw the helicopters land: firSt the
'H-23 then the gunship, did you observe the pilot or :someone
from either of the helicopters getting out of the he11c0pter7

-~ A, Right, sir., I saw either the pilot or the copllot
. of the helicopter walk with the peoplle to the gunshlp, sir; . ,;
‘. and talk to the individual on the left-hand side of the’ shlp
and tell him somethlng and put the people on the hellcopterﬁu
‘itself, - L
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A, | (Interposmng) I co
first squad to my right fLank S

Q.Efg How far away from you were they?

A. _f That would be hard to estlmate, s
say;exactly, offhand.

. FPifty meters or five hundred mete
“lative—-I am not trying to be exact, b

. Actually, I'd say about 10 maybe
M e a little bit more from where my men cg
them.

You'd say that the other squad w3

Right, sir.

What did you observe as to what 1t

At the time I notlced them, sir,

 gserve the front.

‘ithe‘other

%L.Orf“

s ofithe

ir. I can't

rs? What is
ut just how -

ind out.

15 meters. :
uld actually

s within 100 feet

hat squad was;'”

they were getting

reddy to sit down, getting in positlon where they could ob-

v a perimeter,_t00° Were they Stlll novin

No,'sir. They weren't moving.
were getting down. The rice paddies st

: 1.

The one time I notlced hlm, 31r,
.wa@ beside these two old huts. There was 3
hifl. That was the only time that I noticed
gund and started talking to one: of ‘my men
*“ters picklng up the people. S _

24
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Had they actually taken up a pos tlon? Were they

at this tmme?

The ones I could 2
lks were pretty f

Was Sergeant MITCHELL with thlS group to your right? %

was the time’ helﬁ'
n individual beside

him because. 1 turned
about the heli- aﬁ,-.-




Q. TG
0 ;'g i

away from you.was he? _

A, 1 would say'léo meters;'ma
Q. About the len%th of - a'foor
A. About the 1enqth of a foot

I0:
clarified.
operations?

I have a couple of things
- Who normally was with you

A, Sir,

, the RTO Qould_usually
leader. ‘

Q.

sir.

nght,

? So, you wouldn t normally

RTC, is that right?

A. No, sir. _ _
carried a small radio, with a hand re

(Interposing) He carried t
is

Q.
and the other one carried the 25,

cate with the company?

A, Yes, sir,

: ) and this is the
the platoon leader. =

19T

Q. You had no communication
that morning?

A. Not that I recall, sir.

Q. Who else was with h1m°
Sergeant MITCHELL within the platoon

a.

Of what squad? o

Firet.squad;

(BACON)
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ball fleld away from you? o

He had the_raéio_operator,_

be'talking with'theﬂpla;f:ﬁ
toon leader, but you would be pasamng

What happeﬁedmis

;at was the position of

‘He was a squad leader,‘51r

led you, about how farﬁ

ybe a llttle more, 51r.:o1a

ball fleld, sir.

that I would like to get
r platoon leader in

be with the'platoonﬁ";?;f.”'

then?

inﬁqrmationrthrpugh;thee ;

that the platoon leaderq;"_;
cejver== . 1 RO

he 8 and the 9, then, : B
that right, to communl--x B

way I communicated withtwt

ith Lieutenant_CALLEY-t




2 squad then? L i

MR WALSH:

#quad to. Lieutenant CALLEY were those. th

He1wasﬂa sqyad_L ac

AL Rigﬁﬁ;ﬁsifoﬁ..'

Q. ‘Who was the platoon sergeant?

Sergeant COWAN, sir. = |

. Where was COWAN?

AL I'dant_exactly know;'éif:&:He.

tokhe rear of the platoon at that time, 1
say for sure. : o

Was he on that operatibn.ﬁhat'c

Yes, he was, sir.

So, you and MITCHELL were the i

:@- _Right, sir.

A‘ff' . E

_ st squad, righ#7ﬁ 

t believe, but I

ﬁaé'someplaCé_'.'
lay ?
two squad 19#@9?6? :3

he course of moving

1 T think you#gaid that during t
+‘through the yillage you at some time got
£ your men.
- ’#ending personne
-gould send them on to

.people they would roun

Lieutenant CALLEY?

: No, sir. The people were put.|
would have to just send two men wit
of in small groups, because this would p
where I would have tc send one man. at a -
In a case like this here,
group as I remember. I sent two people

they were only old men,

i

young men..

S0, you are clear that' any

_one group and sent on with someone;you d:

”I:ngﬁighﬁgzsir;

Do you Hgcall if the fire t am leaders were
1 that they would round up to you and you .
d up directly to Lieutenant CALLEY?

h these people, instead

in this village we Xxan

wqmen,landjchild,enzand a couple of '

oi pedple sent by e o
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eparated from sone a

"Weze they sending

in.ﬁ group where T

t me in a situation
ime with the people.
into one
ith them because '

rected. T
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'*'fsAcoN)_*'

_;you went through the vrllage?

_TFQ' o (Interp051ng)
‘gspeaking of behind the. bunkers, or.
;Lthe old houses? . Cid

Q.
when you were moving

A, _ I dld nct
gir, I dld not know
Q. Did you see an

any time when you were assing throy
point where you got to the tree ling
A. No, sir, I dldn t.,,
COL WILSON: This tree line, 100 met
v1llage, was that a tree llne ‘coveri

A. I did not see any dltch
Q. To clarify &} eee.measuren
frontage? Were your two f%

as you moved through the Vh

A.

really pretty close. 1In factu
ing behind each other 1n therV‘i

Q' ' . About 10 to 15 meters wa.

A, - Right, sir.

IOt Did you encounter ‘in the ‘ :
v111age-—d1d you encounter much fortification‘materialj
bunkers—— S O
‘A,

bunkers and regular shelters.

. solid concrete--some of the buildi gS .
'_lage the only place that I could see--

- old houses, Sir.

Y flre from any dlrection
hclng directly towards me,

”“”rslland behind ycu at

(Interposrng} Slr, 1n31de the v1llage, there wer
Structures were made out o

Were these bulldlngs that you.
were . they Just some:; of

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

gh the village, K to the
and had lunch? S

ers to the east of the
ng a dltch?

s1r,'at that tree llne

It wasn't exactly" Wo flL ;u-:‘

village‘or‘euteide th

And outSLde”the Vvile~




Prettytﬁqéhfghe' ime| weren't they?
~ Some of tHEH % yodd the village, . =

fraw huts and

nly thing I
»- manner as the

buildings m&dg-ﬁf conctéfﬁﬁﬂ'y
“in the village, sir.

__}...ﬁ.. EE
.

#RANKLIN: Would you describe how you moved through? It

you a long time to get through this wvillage. It is not
ry big village. What were you guys dofing down there that
pok so long? ' ‘ C '

; Well, sir, in checking .out the buildings according
tg#he way you are supposed to check them,| it takes time to
¢heck out the village, sir. If you try to| run through a vile
Mige, you might end up getting blown up, sir. I wanted my s
people to take their time, and I didn't want anybody to get . - &
Jurt in this village, at all. I was scared of the fact that = 9.
"fhere was VC in the village and they had booby traps in the = v
hamlets, knowing that we were coming into |[the village.  Also,
ugge vegetation--at times we could not move too fast at all, -~ - )
“#ir, and we had to walk behind each other, and at times we had
#o walk over the brush itself, sir. 'And Hy moving this way, : i )
low and cautiously, this is probabl{,ﬁA ‘imain. reason why : S
L1 ag - S

t took us time to go through‘the-vi
 You were moving slowly then-=sgme mpving and some

‘dovering, is this correct? S IR

. Yes, sir. All of us were: moving at one time, sir,
ut we were all moving slowly. N S -

a. _ pid your men use fire grénades at all--throw them
‘inside the hootches or these little bunkers? . ' :

I.did not see any used inside the hootches or the

P fiﬁﬁﬁggsq sir. We dropped a couple of them down the wells
i © 4n case the VC or someone were down the wells. The concus=

‘sion would either knock them out or out o
shey were hidden in the well, 3

“Did.ybg l'ear a lot of“M~79 ahd frags'throﬁghout

£ the hole where

your flanks?

B ‘With the noise, you couldn't veally tell if it
L%as coming from the gunships or coming from the people. '
tou could hear machineguns shooting, grenades going off.

APP T-21
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Q. vou waere 2 or 3 hours in the village. pid
you hear fire and grenades at all after 2 or 3 hours?

A.  You hear them pretty well, constantly.

Q. Didn't this strike you as funny that there was
no oposition? Is this the way you guys normally went through
a village--2 or 3 hours of firing?

A. I was worried about my men's safety and my safety
and the accomplishment of the mission within my area and my
sguad. I was worried where the fire was coming from. I
thought it was incoming. I didn't know for sure if it was
incoming or outgoing; and 2fter the word had come that the
mortar had been knocked off this one hill, it really made
me think there was a possibility that the unit on the

right, B/4/3, was receiving fire or something. I didn't
exactly know, sir.

Q. When you moved from the initial tree line into
the village, you movecd with assault fire. Were you firing?

A, No, sir, we weren't.

Q. Then when you moved thrcugh the village, you didn't
move in a recon by fire, or did you?

A. No, sir.

Q. When you were east of the village, where you saw

those choppers, were your people firing or did anyone fire
out there? )

A. None of my people.

Q. pid anyone ever call a medevac? Did you see any
medevacs come in?

A. No, sir, I didn’'t.

Q. When you saw civilians that were wounded, what
would you do for them—--an old man or women? What would you
normally do?

A. - Well, sir, whether they are wounded or not, we
usually send them to the platoon leader. He would take care

(BACON) 29 " APP T-21
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of the matter from there. I don't know exactly what they
did from there because in most operations my concern was
the operation being accomplished.

Q. Did you have an ammo :resupply? When did you get
a res.upply of your ammo that day?

A. The ammo resupply. I can't exactly say what time
or how much ammunition--

Q. (Interposing) Do you remember giving your squad
a lot, or drawing a lot?

A, Prior to this operation, sir?

Q. No, after. Do you remember when you were resupplied
by that laager. Did it make any impression on you how much
ammunition you gave your people--M-79, M-607

A. The M-60, sir, I don't believe he got any, but I
am not so sure. The M-79 man--I had two M-79 men in the squad,
sir. I don't recall offhand whether they got any or not.

The men with the M=16, I don't think they got any ammunition
at all, sir. »

Q. Then they hadn't fired much at all?
A. No, sir.
I10: How many rounds did your men normally carry

into combat? M-16's?

A, After the first time we were pinned down, we
regularly carried seven magazines, but then after that a

man ran out of ammunition, and I had my men carry as many
magazines as possible on them, approximately 37 or so. and
my M-79 man would carry up to 50-60 rounds, sir.

Q. _ vou had those men loaded down pretty heavily then.

b, No, sir. They wanted to carry them because of the
situation that we had been into before.

Q. 1f they had 37 magazines with 18 rounds apiece,
that is 666 rounds? '

A | Right, sir.

(BACON) 30 APP T-21
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Q. That's guite a bit of amminition to be lugging
around?
A, Well, sir, if i: was going to protect my life, I

think I would lug it arocund, and the situatior I was in be-
fore-—like I said, my men ran out of ammunition. They were
more than willing to carry this much ammunition around, sir.

Q. Was this a normal thing in Charlie Company, that
the men would carry this amnount of cmmunition?

A. After this situation that we had run into, sir,
the people could determine within tlemselves and their squads
that they should carry more ammunition in order to protect
themselves, sir.

Q. Could you recognize enemy fire if wou heard it?
A. Right, sir. I believe I coulc, sir.
Q. You could recognize the destinctive crack of an

AK-47 or an SKS or the RPG and sO forth?

A, Right, sir. I could.

Q. Did you hear any of that going on that day?
A. The only time I heard firing, incoming firing,

sir, was the time I was in the chopper, sir.

Q. Other than that to your recollection--
A, ' (Interposing) I didn't hear any more firing.
Q. Do you remember any additional units or people

that came along with the company that day? Either U.S. or
Vietnamese.

A. I recall someone saying that there was National
Police with us, and an engineer unit, sir.

Q. How many people were in the engineer unit?

A. I can't say offhand, sir. I saw some of them
that night when we stopped. It was with Bravo Company, sir,
and I believe I saw eight or nine at that time.

{BACON) 31 " APP T-21
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Q. You probably had an engineer squad with the com-
pany?
A 3[? Possibly.
i
0. i When you were in the village, did you see any

National Police personnel, in the village, now, only the
village?

a. No, the only people I saw in the village were the
fer. Vietnamese I picked up, sir, and my sguad, sir.

Q. pid you sce any photographers?
A. No, sir. I did not see any photographers.

Q. Would you explain what you did for the remainder
of the afternoon. T take it we are down to about noontime?

A. ~Just around then, gir.

Q. Would you explain your actions for the remainder
of the day?

A. Well, sir, we proceceded on a
and then we came to a tree line. I decn

little bit further,
't exactly remember

on this map where it was, and we held up for a while because

of Bravo coming up to our right flank.

to my left, sir, and I checked the vill
ticed people in there moving around and
I had two. men with me, siv, and we went
collected all the male personnel in the

T went into a village
age, and I no-
running, sir. So
into this area and
re and we brought

S R TR oA T T TP AR My L

I sent them over to the
platoon leader, and he sent them to the company commander,
and then I rejoined my squad, sir, and my men came back
and rejoined the squad.

them over to the platoon leader. ‘

Q. How may of these people did you round up at that
time?

A, Approximately nine or eleven, as far as I can
remember. B ' ' '

Q. Nine or eleven, all military-age males?

A. Right, sir, they were.
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Q. pid you see anybody else there in the laager area?

A. I saw SOMe more prisoners; that's all. They were
classified as VC's.

Q. How many did they have, all told?

A. I don't exactly know, sir. Close to 17, but I can-
not say if it was exactly 17, sir.

Q. On the order of 17 men?

A, Right, sir.

Q. How do you arrive at a fiqure of 172

A. T started counting them at first, sir, then they

would start moving around, setting them up for the night. I
just Figured from there after I had counted soO far, close to
17 there in that area, sir.

Q. Did anything else happen in the laager area that
may have a bearing on the situa-ion that took place on My
Lai (4)7?

A. Not that I can recall, sir.

Q. Sergeant BACON, we are familiar with the fact that
charlie Company, the next day, moved to the south, generally
to the east of My Lai (5) and then south to the Song Tra Khuc
river, and then sometime in the afternoon again turned back
to the north, laagered maybe somewhere to the east of Hill 85,
and on the 18th proceeded to the north, generally to the area
of My Lai (1), and then later in the afternoon, sometime
around 2 to 3 o'clock, the company was airlifted out

to Fire Support Base Dottie.

A. Right, sir.
Q. Is that in accordance with your recollections?
A, Right, sir. It was close to My Lai (3) that we

crossed a causeway—-

Q. (Interposing) But you did go into this area up
here. Was this the area from which you were extracted (point-
ing to map)?
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A, Right, sir, right in here (pointing to map).

Q. pid you see any people there from A/3/17?

A. No, sir. I did not see anyone there from A/2/1, sir.
0. Were you in the first group that was extracted?

A, I don't exactly remember, sir.

Q. What kind of aircraft were you extracted in, do

you recall?

A. It was a Huey, sir.

Q. A Huey?

A. Right, sir., It was actually a troop carrier, as
T can remember, I believe so. I believe there were only one

aor two of them.

Q. Could you have possibly been 1ifted out by a CH-4772
A. No, sir, not a Chinook.

0. vou arrived back at the fire base. Did anybody

talk to you?

A. At the time when we got back there, I remember
someone saying: "Don't repeat any thing--say anything about

4

what happened at My Lal because there was an investigation
going on."

0. Who told you this?
A. our commander, sir. Captain MEDINA, sir.
Q. And he said there was an investigation going on

and not to talk about what happened at My Lai?

A. Right, sir. I didn't exactly know what he was
talking about. I just kept my mouth closed anyway. As far
as I know, there was an investigation going on, and it wasn't
my concern to tell anyone else about the situation at that
time.

Q. Wwhen you returned to Fire Support Dase Dottie,

was there a senlor officer there that talked to a group of you?

(BACON) , 37 APP T-21
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A I don't remember sir, pecause the main thing that

was on my mind at that cime, sir, was going on R&R, sir.

0. Well, if a senior officer had talked to a group
of people and you were amongst them, you——cven though you
were jJoing on R&R-—you probably would have recalled it,

woulan't you?
A. T would have, sir.

Q. So, did you ever have a senior officer com—

mend you for the operation, saying that it was a good opera-
tion, and asking if you had seen any thing unusual or if any-
pody was killing civilians? :

A. T don't remember, sir.

0. pid anything happen, Sergeant BACON, on the move- r—
ment down to the Song 7Pra Khuc River on the 17th and on the i
18th which had a bearing on what happened on My L.ai (4) on

the 16th?

A. sir, we moved down toward this river. We came

La

to the last village just next to the river, My Khe (2) .,

and the company went through the village and my platoon lead-
er left me to the left rear of the village. This area 1is
where one man came running out of a punker . He had red pants
on and a blue shirt, and one ©f my riflemen hollered "Dung lai®
to him and he just kept on rupning. So, he opened up fire

on the guy and missed him. 5o I told another man to go a—
head and see if he could catch him without shooting him to
see who in the world this man 1is; because everyone else was
out of the village as far as we knew. and all of a sudden,
four people ran out of a bomb shelter-—artillery shelters,
and they ran straight toward my machinegunner. So about five
or six of the men in my squad, plus myself, grabbed them

and we found medicine on the Jady--all kinds of medicine——
morphine, aspirin, bandages, and stuff like that. This one
man we found, he had the black pajamas but underneath the
pajamas were a dgray and a red uniform, SO T called up to

the platoon leader to try and get information from him. I
couldn't get in contact with him because my radio batteries.
were pretty weak, sir. S0, 1 sent the people up to the pla-
toon leader, the three men and the one lady, and I was in-
formed once my man cane back that the lady was a nurse in
the NVA Army, equal to a platoon sergeant, and that the one
old fellow that we captured was a colonel in the VC Army ,

.APP T-21 "’
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and algo that the 15-year-old kid that we captured was a
cadre from the NVA working with the 48th. Anc the othexr guy
was a lLieutenant in the 48th and the information people told:
us that these individuals did work around the My Lai area
and that they were in the My Lai area when we came in, sir.

Q. So you felt that you made a pretty good capture,
then?

A. Right, sir.

Q. pid you see anybody--were these individuals evac+
uated? ‘

A. Sir, I don't know exactly, but once we got down

to the area after the three men came back, we moved back to
where the company was assembled, close to the beach. They

had interrogated some of the people, and I moved back up,
after talking to Lieutenant CALLEY, back up to my squad and
set out a perimeter line. Then, I believe, the lady was evac-
wated, sir, by a helicopter. I don't know exactly how long

he stayed there, sir, and I don't know what happened to the
men, unless they were with the group of men that we moved
back into the next village with us, sir.

Q. With respect to the villages of My Khe (3), My Khe
(1), My Lai (1), My Khe (2), as you went through these ham-
lets, were these burned as well?

A. My Khe (3) and (1}, if I remember, when we first
went there was not pburned, but once we started moving away,
they were burned.

Q. Were any people in those villages?
A. No, sir. We did not see any in there at all.
Q. Wwhat kind of construction was it? Solid or tem—

porary hootches?

A. It was temporary hootches, sir, and solid con-
struction. We saw in one village, which was told to us by
the platoon jeader, they saw 50 "Bouncing Betty" mines in
that area, and 1 pelieve this was in My Khe (1), sir. They
blew them, and you could hear the shrapnel flying, and we
moved on down to the My Khe (2) and also in the area where
we found those three men and one lady that came out of the
bunker, plus the one that got away . sir.

(BACON) 39 APP T-21

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY




Q.
A.
Q.

A.

it wasn't burned because some of the structures were perma-=
nent structures, and this was also where we received two
rounds of fire while wc were in the village. I don't know
exactly where it camc from or anything, but I heard them.
14 came over our heads.

0

£,
Q.
A.
Q.

bl
il

BERGTHOLD,

leading the patrol was Lieutenant KELLY.

Q.
A.
Q.
2,
Q.

A,

exactly where I was supposed to set up, siyr—-—an observation
post that I was supposed to set up on the hill along with
PFC MEADLO, who had a mine detector, sir, and SP4 SLEDGE,
who was the RTO.

4 BACON)

This one down on the river.

+he south that there was a patrol which had moved to the
west toward the slopes of gill 85 and that this patrol
ran into some mines. Does this fit your recollection?
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Was the village of My Khe (2) also burned? L

Yes, sir. L[t was burned.

Yes, sir. The rear of it was burned. Most of

I understard that as Charlie Company moved to N

176

2ight, sir. I was patrol leader at +hat time, sir.
You were?

Right, sir.

92#

Who was in this squad with you?

gir, in the sguad at the time with me was PFC
sp4 COX, PFC SIMONE, SP4 CONTI, sp4 MAPLES, and
Lieutenant KELLY?

Right, sir.

Who is Lieutenant KELLY?

He is my platoon leader.

CALLEY?

CALLEY, sir. He was going to show me the place
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Q. Were those peonle with Lieutenant CALLEY from

your squad?

A. No, sir., DNone of them were from my squad, sir.

Q. Where were they Efrom--MEADLO and SLEDGE--what were

they assigned to?

A. Ssp4 SLEDGE was assigned as RTO. He was working
with the headquarters group of the platoon, and PFC MEADLO was
out of the lst Platoon, sir, the first squad, sir, and he

was acting as minesweeper man for the platoon leader. We
proceeded up the hill, sir, and we came to a fenced area. He
told me to keep observation to the rear of the company and

to let him know exactly what was going on to the rear so no
one would sneak up on the company 's rear. So, as he was go-—
ing down the hill, just before I sent in my men, I heard an
explosion. What had happened, Lieutenant CALLEY did not go
down the same way that he came ub. He went down a different
way to try to avoid some of the terrain that he had to go,

up at first, and he had--PI'C MEADLO had the minesweeper to
the front of Lieutenant CALLEY, and when I locked down the
hill PFC MEADLO was lying on the ground, hollering and
saying: "Why did you do it? Why did you do it?" Lieutenant
CALLEY told me to send a couple of men over to him to assist
him in getting PFC MEADLO in the helicopter, medevac'd. At
the time, the men had not gotten loads oftf yet, and I called
+o him: "Sir, I don't want to send the men down there, be-
cause their loads would be too heavy and they might touch
something, a mine or something of this same nature."” 50

I told my other two men, PFC LLOYD, and PFC KYE to assist Lieu-
tenant CALLEY in getting PTC MEADLO on the medevac because

it could not land because of the vegetation. PFC MEADLO
said, "I'll get even with you, sir. I'll get even with you
if it is the last thing that I do." He was saying that as

he was getting on the helicopter to get medevac'd out.

Q. What do you think he meant by that?

A, I don't know, sir. The only thing—wimpression~~I
can get by hearing people utilize the same terminology is
something like he was going to either do something to him

or say something against him or something. This is the
impression that I got.
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Q. Was he going to get even with him for what had
just transpired or perhaps--—

A. (Interposirg) For what had just transpired, sir.
He felt Lieutenant CAILEY was the cause of him getting blown
up. This is the idea of war, sir, itself.

MR MACCRATE: As a squad leader in the 1lst Platoon, did
you have to make the report in respect to KIA?

A. No, sir. This would come from the platoon leader
to the company commander.

Q. How did the platoon leader get the information for
his KIA report? :

A. Well, most of the time he would be moving around,
sir. The platoon being as cmall as it was, it would not take
much for him to move around the platoon area, to see Or ob-
serve someone shootlng an encmy soldier or something.

17R

0. pDid you in the course of any part of this 3-day =
operation have any KIA's that you knew about yourself? o
A. No, sir. I didn't that I can remember, Sir. .
Q. In the movements subsequent to your passing through

My Lai (4), did you yourself use any of your ammunition?
A, T don't think that I actually did, sir.

Q. This is right as you went south, then back north,
then lifted out on the 18th?

A. Right, sir.

Q. would that also have been true of members of
your squad? :

A. Except for the one time the man fired at this in-
dividual at My Khe (2)--he expended very few rounds-—-that is
the only time besides another man had discharged one round.
That is the only time that I can remembet, Sir.

Q. Do you recall any interpreters moving with your
company that day?

A, We had an interpreter that is assigned to the com-=
pany by the name of PHU and he is a sergeant in the Vietnamese
2rmy. This is the only one that I actually know of, sir. o
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Q. At any time was he moving in your vicinity dur-
ing this operation?

A. No, sir. He stayed usually with the command group;
t+hat would be with the company commander and the company com-
mander's RTO and the forwaxd cbservers, sir.

Q. pid you know a *ieutenant JOHNSON who was with
your unit that day?

A. No, sir.

0. Wwhen you got back to Dottie, was there any dis-—
cussion that you can recall about helicopters landing on
the 16th or anything about the aviators? pDoesn't the in-
fantry have a certain attitude about the fellow upstairs?
Don't they?

A. Well, sir. They were speaking in regards of the
helicopters landing in front of us, hecause they wondered
why in the world the helicopters l1anded in front of us, sir.
There could have been yCc in there, and it is our job

to check out areas to our front, not helicopters to land
and check out areas to the front. 1If there had been a fire
between, coming from in front of the helicopters. it would
have been totally impossible for us to fire at this heli-
copter to engage the enemy.

Q. Was there any fire coming from the other side of
the helicopter?

A. At the time, no, sir.

Q. There was no crossfire going on at all?

A, No, sir.

Q. o they just came down into an area where there

was no firing?

A. Right, sir. It was just a way of speaking-win
nilitary tactics you don't usually find this. I don't
know the exact reason why he came down. I know it was most
peculiar for him to land in a place such as that there. It
is not reasonable. T+ don't make any sense.
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Q. Did--were ycu aware of anyone being angry about
it? Or just curious about 1it?
A. Some people werc just curious about it, sir, and
wondered why the helicopter landed. That's all, sir.
Q. pid the discussion of that go on for quite a while?
A, Not as I remember, sir, because I left the unit
the next morning or that evening, that day.
Q. The 18th or 19th you left for D&R?
A. Right, sir.
0. when did you return to the unit?
A, I came back, sir, in March--I mean in April, and
I caught malaria after we went on an operation for 1 day.,
.nd I was in a hospital. I actually never rejoined the unit gg
as a part of the unit except for one other time I worked up -
there at LZ Ross for a while with the unit.
I0: How is it you didn't return until April when you :
went on R&R? Q
A, It was March when 1 left the unit, sir.
Qe But you lecft on the 18th or 19th--
A. (Interposing) Right, sir.
Q. and your R&R was how many days?
A. I didn't leave to go On R&R until the 22nd, sir.
There was a Mmixup, and they rescheduled me on R&R, and what
happened was that I was scheduled to go-—instead of the 22nd,
I was going to go on the 1lst of April and a captain from
tie division was going to go on the 22nd--what happened was
they had reversed it around and had put me on the 22nd and
the captain on the 1st of April, sir, and I had to stay up
there until the 22nd. I left Vietnam going to Hawaii. I
came back, and I had a little problem in Danang, the flights
getting off pecause of shelling the airport and stuff, and
I finally got out a few days after the 1st of April.
i MR MACCRATE: At fire base Dottie, did you ever recall see-
: ing chaplains oY visiting them? Did you yourself talk to
: the chaplains when they came through?
:
f. | o
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