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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY =~

@sTNESS:  BUNNING, Dennis M.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 16 January 1970

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A
COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rifleman, lst Squad,

2d Platoon, C/1/20.

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND ﬁARFARE.

Although BUNNIN
. handling of PW's and noncombata
type briefing on the subject (pgs

_either in Vietnam or Hawaii (pg. 66).
belng given cards containing the same information as the
MACV @ards "Nine Rules" and "The Enemy in Your Hands"

in that he received those

nts, he attended a lecture
. 65, 66).

. (pgs. 66, 67). He was not certai
. axact cards (pgs. 66, 67).

2. ¥ PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. ‘'

;,?é.“ MEDINA's order to kill everyone in My Lai.

R T BUNNING was not incountry at the time of the min
" field incident, but was told about it on his return (pg.
. He did not recall the memorial service which preceded
MEDINA's briefing on the 15th (pg. 3). MEDINA stated tha
 ‘the company was going on a search and destroy operation i
. My Lai. (4) (pgs. 4. 30). They had taken a lot of casualt
“in this area and could not even return fire because it wa
not within their A0 (pg. 30). MEDINA said that this woul
:'an ‘opportunity to avenge the recent losses-in t
" operations (pgs. 4, 30, 3.
" everyone in the village (pgs. 4,
. destroy everything there (pgs. 10
.village as a.VC stronghold (pgs.
. expect guite a fight (pg. 30} .

30) .

’
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- this area of
_MEDINA ordered the men to ki
‘They were toO kill oxr: - - s
31) .., MEDINA described the "

G received no training regarding the |

This took place
The witness recalled
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4, 30), and told the men to - -
MEDINA said that the_orders to - '




‘this opportunlty for revenge and kill everyone {pys. 4, 5,

" part of My Lai (pgs. 58). They were on the outer edge: -

. field in front of the platoon were shot 1nd1v1dually as theu‘

T T et i
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kilﬁ e#eryone rad not come:from higher authority (pgs. 4, 5,'
30) .- The orders from above had been rerely to kill the enemy
(pgs. 4, 5, 30). However, MEDINA told the company to take

30}. The men were to go in shooting all the way (pg. 5).
Although the operation was planned to take place at the time
when most of the women would be at mavket, BUNNING did not
recall MEDINA excluding women and children from the "kill
everyone“order (pg. 10). BUNNING was under the impression
that MEDINA was golng beyond the order given him by higher
headgquarters (pg. 5}. He believed that most of the other :
men had the same understanding of the order he did or they .’
would not have gone in shooting (pg. 7). BUNNING was not o
shocked the next day because he saw exactly what he thought ='ngw9:£'
had been ordered (pg. 7). Some of the men were shocked P
(pgs. 7, 8). The witness undexstood the "kill everyone" S R
order to extend to all the places the company wWas to go on. -~ . =&
this operation (pg. 6). The company never before had been
ordered to go into a v1llage and kill everybody (pg. 10}

-b. Other information given out at the briefing.

... BUNNING was under the impression that the operation
weuld last three days and that they were to Search and L
destroy everything from My Lai to the ocean (pgs. 5, 30). S
MEDINA said My Lai would be prepped by artlllery befora they SSRTE
went in (pg. 5). Although MEDINA did not give an order = .-
against it, he did not say that raping would be all right | .=
{pg. 31)., He did not say anything about it at all (pg.- 31).3'-
At a briefing given by BROOKS, BUCHANON, or HODGES after.
MEDINA's it was explained to BUNNING that the boundary
between the lst and 24 platoons would be the center of the .
village (pgs. 6, 56, 57). ~The third platoon was to follow .
behind setting the village afire and making a body count ..
{pg. 13)}). He did not remember BUCHANON brlnglngbeer around
after the briefing (pg. 7).' ; B

3. ASSAULT ON MY LAI.

a. Attack on the village of My Lai.

(1) Action after imsertion.

BUNNING came in on Ehe second 11ft (pg. 58},
After the platoon got on line it moved toward the northwester

of the village (pg. 58). Five or six men and women in tha-
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platocon moved forward (pgs. i3, 14, 58, 5%). HODGES, his
squad leader, told BUNNING that he too would have to fire at
these people. When he refused he was moved next to
GONZALEZ on the extreme left flank of the platoon {(pgs. 12,
14, 59). GONZALEZ, did not do much shooting (pg. 16)}.

(2} Actions on entering the village.

As the platoon came into the village the men
were firing at everything they saw, including the animals
{pg. 15). Everyone was participating in this ({(pg. 16).

They did not then,nor at any time during the operation,
receive any hostile fire (pgs. 16, 17). As they started
moving through the village three children between the ages
of seven and nine came running out of the hedgerow with their
hands out yelling "chop, chop” which meant they wanted food.

- They were killed by the Americans {pgs.l4, 59). BUNNING did

_ not know who shot them (pg. 59). He witnessed this from a
distance of 30 to 40 feet (pg. 59). :

(3) Killing of group by SCHIEL s squad.

BUNNING saw a squad leader named SCHIEL and o
five or six of his men take a Vietnamese family of eight .- = !"
to ten from a hootch and shoot them with an M~60 and M-16's .
(pgs. 16, 18, 59). The group was composed of men, women, ' PR
and children who ranged in age between 4 ~and 50 {pgs. 16, =~
17, 59). These persons did not have any weapons and did
‘not put up any resistance {pg. 17). Prior to killing these
people SCHIEL told them several times, "I don't want to do -
;. it, but I have to because we were ordered to do it" (pgs. 16,
[ 59).. SCHIEL was trying to make rank, and he probably killed
: " these people because he felt he was under orders to do so
(pg. 16) .

(4) Movement through: the viliage.

'As they moved through the village they
metnodlcalhrkllled all' the people and animals they saw
because this is what they had been told to do (pg. 17).

e The men were under good control from their platoon and sgquad TS P
- leaders (pg. 15). They did not take the time to search hootches, -
' " bunkers, and tunnels or to burn the village since these _ cnel
were the jobs of the third platoon (pgs.:l7, 18). About h
. three-quarters of the way through the v1llage they saw a
.. young male attempting to escape. BUNNING® and HODGES both
 fired at the man, but it was HODGES who brought him down .
{pgs. 9, 60)., This was the only time BUNNING flred all day

|\ 'l (Pgt 19).
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the rape (pg. 32).

~ ralso {pg. 27).
.soldiers, two of whom may have been DELGADO and RODRIGUEZ,

%+ had simultaneous relations with a woman (pgs. 26, 27, 62)U_
. .BUNNING believed that the: woman involved was the same: person E
“ . raped by HODGES {(pg. 26). -As they made there way- through Aok
v, " "the village he saw several’ glrls grabbed by soldiers.
fJWLth whom _they were forced to have relations. (pg.,28).

- (BUNNING)
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b. Attack on the VLilage of Blnh Tay.

‘->(1)- Recoverg,of weapons from two VC.

B when they reached the end of My Lai they 5 o
recelved word that two VC with weapong had been shot to the K
north of the village by gunships (pg. 60). The platoon . ... -
moved to the north and in the rice paddles they found two . @ i .
military~age males dressed in black WLth webgear and weapons, ..
one of which was a carbine {pgs. 11, 20, 21). After: flndlng‘fﬁ
these bodies and retrieving the weapons, the platoon was ..
ordered to search the village of Binh Tay (pgs. 11, 21“250T

:12}. ROSCHEVITZ kLlls a group of Vletnamese,eﬂ

 As the platoon moved into the vxllage they
gathered the people together. into a group (pgs. 22, 60).
ROSCHEVITZ, who had not had an opportunity to fire his |
M-79 because it did not work well at close range,. wanted
to try out the effect of his M-7% on one of these groups, '
(pgs. 22, 61). This group. was composed of 20 men, women, and
children who were sitting down and huddled together (pgs.! ‘
24, 61). At a distance of 80 to 100 feet. RO:CHEVITZ fLred
several rounds at these people which kllled or wounded mos
of them (pgs. 22, 61). Those.who were not killed were’
finished off by otner soldlers with rifles (pgs. 23, 61)
AUNNING did not know who these soldiers, were (pg. 23).5;5
ROSCHEVITZ was standing on a. sllght hill between the- LS
and the Vietnamese, BUNNING's view of the target was:
obscured (pg. 24)}. However, he saw ROSCHEVITZ fire . an
heard the rounds go off (pgs. 24, 25). He did not. know*if?
BROOKS, BUCHANON or SCHIEL;Saw thi" (pgs. 23, 25) ;

{3} Rapes in Blnh Tay witnessed by BUNNING._.

_ BUNNING saw HODGES take a glrl lnto a hootch-
and rape her (pgs. 26, 32, 62). He went to the door of ‘the

hootch where this was taking place and was able to observe-
Perhaps GONZALEZ and MACBREEN:saw. this

He witnessed a second rape in: which three.

.‘4_"‘-‘: -',. :




f!f_ c;,fActions following My La

" (pg. 64). There were a couple of National Police at the

o tmpeituey
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In two instances the men shot the girls when they were

Sone {vg. 28). He had a good view of these rapes, but

¢ ¢close as that inwvolving HODGES (pg. 37). Even after
vler to stop the killing came the raping continued

. 33). From the point where the order was given until-

» were out of the village he saw.a couple of rapes

. However, he witnessed these at a distance (pg. 63).
he saw approximately seven rapes, some of which were
by Caucasians and some by Spanish Americans {pg. 31).

X% would not have tolerated this, and thus 1t was done
behind his back (pg. 32). The witness knew nothing about

a rape involving TORRES and JOLLY (pyg. 35). o

o A
Faws k.

(4) The order to stop the killing.

As they moved through Binh Tay they killed
everyone they saw (pg. 22). The organization of the platoon
was not as good in Binh Tay as it had been in My Lai = =
{(pg. 22). About halfway through the village BROOKS received
an order from MEDINA to stop the killing (pgs. 28, 62). :
This order did not make sense to BUNNING because they had

killed so many people already. Perhaps MEDINA felt that they:f-f

had killed all the people he thought they could get away - -.
with (pg. 28). Aafter the order came they moved through

the rest of the village without killing anyone (pg. 35). '
They gathered up a group of about 30 people and began moving

them toward My Lai (4) (pgs. 36, 62). The platoon received \A 1'

an order from MEDINA to return to My Lai (4) immediately .
and = BROOKS ordered these people to be released (pgs. 36,

-{5) Break for lunch.

After releasing these people the platoon went;f'
to the northeast corner of My Lai where they married up with

the rest of the company and had lunch (pgs. 21, 37, 63)., = .
‘He saw a burning hootch with bodies under it near the place’ -

where they ate (pg. 36). He estimated that this took place

~at 1300 hours (pg. 63). He did not recall seeing any .. -

helicopters land during -this time (pg. 64). He did ndt” v;**'

“get over to the lst platoon's area (pg. 37).

He did not observe any bodies along:the route of march - . .

ST T e
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N After lunch the compaﬂfmeVéd‘eést5to a'gré§¢Y5fdff;ﬁt‘
_where it joined B/4/3 for the night position (pgs. 39, 64).7 0
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i_thumaﬂ,'and killing them was just like killing an -old. dOg

”IGAFOLO who tried to make. friends with the villagers. (pgs. 45,;

1aager sxte, but he dld not see them kill any VC suSpecto :
(pgs. 39, 40). _On the 17th the company burned the v1llages
Lhrough which it proceeded and CALLEY's platocon hit a mlne
returning from a nission on'a hill (pg. 41). On the lBth
two persons hlt a mine and were medevac‘d (pg. 41).

4. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT.

The company was extracted on the 18th, but BUNNING’ st
did not recall HENDERSON at LZ Dottie asklng guestions about
the operatlon (pgs. 41, 42). He was never questioned about
the My Lai incident by anyone (pgs. 42, 44). MEDINA o . . §
gathered the men together at LZ Dottie and told them that" PRI |
there was going to be an investigation and the less ‘they - i
said the better it would be (pgs. 43, 44). He told them not .
to write home (pg. 55). BERNHARDT threatened to write his.ﬁwa;“
congressman, but was warned not to do so (pg. 52). This did .
not take place at the briefing (pg. 52).7 It would have been fﬁ*” :
unwise for him to do so (pg. 52). BUNNING believed that. 1t Vﬂ‘ﬂ'”'
was MEDINA's influence which kept the men from dlscu551ng
My Lai or writing home about it, and that it was MEDINA' s
influence which kept talk from getting around about it - e
(pgs. 54, 55). Except at the briefing given by MEDINA, he
was never told to keep quiet about the operation (pg. 44).
He heard some rumors about an investigation, but on 20 March =
he was hospitalized fox malarla and did not return for ar \ﬂ""”
month (pg. 42) S e e : A T

5. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. Rape in C Company.

Rape was quite common in C Company (pg. 33).
first BUNNING had stopped several people in the act of rape,
but his life was threatened so he gave up trying to prevent ,
‘it from occurring (pg. 33). BROOKS nearly ended it, but' L
BROOKS could not control what the men did in the field -

{(pg. 34). BUCHANON also tried to stop it, but HODGES made
. no attempt to do so (pg. 35) , , =

. b. Attitude .toward Vletnamese._

Most of the men dld not conSLder the Vletnamese
7.(pgs. 45, 46).  One exceptlon to.this was a hippie named.

'65). , However, the kind acts of GAFOLO and a few others could
['not overrlde the bad acts: of the rest (pg.-45) ‘

St APR T-168
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a in C Company.

yse of marijuan

c. Us
While marijuana was widely used in the co
played no part whatsoever in this operation {pgs

ot of MEDINA.

d. EQNNINGES assessme

MEDINA was the best CO:
54, 55). . MEDIMA knew his Jjo
55). He took gond care of the

(pgs.
hing unless they

things done (pg.
never gave anyone a tongue-—las
(pg. 55} - C Company was a very rough au

strong man to command it (pg. 56) .

er My Lgé;

e. Operations aft

After My Lail the company engaqg
t had previously (pg. 49)-

Jdestroy missions as i

(WUNNEING) .

Bl
o

mpany, it

. 49, 50).

v BUNNING had ever seen
b and knew how to get

men, and he S

deserved it :
tfit and it took &

ed in search and - ..
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT o o
NUMBER _DESCRIPTION © O NOTLS
MACV Card "Ninpe TWit was issued this
M-2 | Rules” - : - lcard or a card like
MACV Card TEnemy 1in Your| Wit was issued this
M-3 Hands. or a card like it.
- The witness was

p-1_ aerial photo of My Lai - |oriented on map..

' 1-Fosition of LZ.
2-Place where he
gaw threé chitldren
shot.
3-place where he
SaW SCHIELS i A
group of 10:

— 4-place where two
yvC with weapons
were found. '
5"P1ace where
ROSCHEVIT?Z fired
M~79 into_group.
6-Place in Binh
Tay where they xe-
ceived orders to
stop killing
people. '
g-bPlace where S
they ate Tunch. |« 0

PR ~ Wit récognized
v P8 Miscellaneous Scene - MEDINA.

:ffﬁijUNHING)
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EXHIDITS

ENHIBIT | |
NUMBER __ DESCRIPTION . NOTES | PAGES

S Wit recognized
p-14__ }Miscellaneous Scene |pUSTIN. = 64
p~1 as annotated by 2dmitted into
p-120__lthe witness evidence. 65
i
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MR WEST:

RCDR:
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(The hearing reconvened at 1030 hours, 16 January

The follow1ng named persons are present:
and MAJ COCP.

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI,

residence?

A.

RCDR:

A'

MR WEST.
want to glve you some information about the nature and purpose s

The_neit witness is Mr. Dennis M. BUNNING.

(MR BUNNING wis called'as'a witnnss, was sworn, -'fv
and he testified as follows:) S

~ The hearing will cOme'tohorder.

MR WEST,

Will you state your fulllname, occupation and -

Dennis Martin BUNNING I am a ranrher thereabouts -
raising poultry and chlckens. . . .

What is your address, please?

Raymond Callfornla.‘g

" Mr. BUNNING, before we get into any questrons,:If"

of thlS 1nqu1ry.v,,

i

A ,“,‘;_

i ‘.‘
(A

This 1nvest1gat10n was dlrected by the Seoretary
of the Army and the Chief of Staff, United States Army, for
the purpose of 'determining facts and making flndlngs and f

(1)

(2)

s SR We are not attemptlng t_
;‘of what happened at My Lai,

',concerned with the possible crimina
- for. the thlngs they dld there that. day that may have been

wrong. o

N“thUgNInG)ﬁy

-recommendatlons concerning:

el the adequacy of the prlor 1nvestlgat10ns
into what is now commonly referred to as the My Lai 1nc1dent

of 16 March 1968, and

the p0551b1e suppre551on or W1thhold1ng

E of 1nformat10n by any person who had a duty to report and f~“5’
p to furnlsh 1nformat10n concernlng thls 1nc1dent.__d

lnqulre 1nto all aspects“”'
for eyample, ‘we ‘are not ‘directly .
1. culpablllty of anybody S

P S S SR e
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- accused will really get a fair trial, I request that you. not’ "
- discuss your testimony with . -anyone. Should you be asked to, be v
‘a witness for one of the cases this would not prevent you. t

,,MR WEST: For the record, Mr. BUNNING, were you a’ member*of ﬁ}
- the Unlted States Army on 16 March l968° SIS RN

"A.. . Yes, sir.

SEUR oL,

We have had made’” avallable to us and have rOV1cwed
priox of11c1al statements obtained in other investigations of
the My Lai incident, for example as you know, we have a copy
of the statement wnlch you gave the CID agent.

Your testlmony w1ll be taken under cath, a verba~
tim transcript will be prepared and a tape recording is being -
made in addition to the verbatlm notes being taken by the

reporter.

The general classificatior of our report will be
confidential, however, it is possible that latzr on, the test—
imony, or parts of it, may become a matter of public kncw—""l

ledge.

We request that you not discuss your testlmony S
with others, including other witnesses in this 1nvest1gatlon,-;
except as you may be asked or required to do in connectionm’ ¢
with any administrative, ox 3ud1c1al. or legislative hearing o
or proceedings. TFor example, there is a subcommittee of the . " .. i
House Armed Services Committee which is taking some testimony \
about the My Lai incident and when we ask you not to .discuss @ i
it, this of course doesn't apply to them, because they have ' .~
an off301al legltlmate reason for 1nquir1ng 1nt0 1t. ,,;- R

Have you recelved an order from the mllltary judge e.
in the case of Unlted States V. Call@g? o b Lok o

A. . . ‘ No‘

0. - In case you later receive it, it will be'an'order"

to the effect that you should not discuss the facts regarding -
the My Lai incident which might come up later in the court=" .
martial trial for CALLEY. In order to help insure that the

from doing so, I'm sure you appre01ate that.

e

When were you dlscharged° | '_ m*lgﬁ R

FOR OFFICIAL.USE ONLY
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Q. What was your grade and_assignment on 16 March

A. I was a PFC, a rifleman.
Q. and what platoon and so forth?

A. 2d_P1atoon,.C/1/20.

Q. At that time was Charlie Company a part of Task
Force Barker? '

A. Right. | R
Q. My . BUNNING, when 4did you first hear of the plan— ,‘"'W
ned assault on My Lai (4)7? | | ' ] S

A, ' T believe it was a briefing'the day beforeQQWés ai1f
briefing from Captain MEDINA. L : : L

Q. Wwas this when he got the“¢6ﬁpany-£ogétheflété o
in the afternoon? .. S s N A R

A. . At LZ Dottie, right.

Q. ’ Do you recall a memoriél“ééfVicé being held'fof '_
some men of the company at some time before this briefing? - - .

A._£5t7 f No.

Q. -~ .. You remenber there had been some men of the company
hurt, and killed in a minefield. There were two O t+hree men -

killed, I believe. There was a memorial service sOme time .
pefore this priefing? R : S R

A; “ff-_' It's poss{ble.
Q. . ' Some of our witnesses have remembered and some = o

-~ Syl

f‘ .A;ﬁ :-f1‘.ItiS“pOSSible,:i WaS gon ,fof?idﬂdays;.i d0hit'f'.__3, :
‘remember.the exact dates now, whetherﬁI,Was in COuntry“dr'nqt,fﬂ,;,
‘and.I-know;duringfthe_time 1 was . gone OUT company was in a Ly

. minefield incident. So it was duringfthis'time, because‘thngTff 1
- told me when I got back that they,had{lost_le men, 2gwbundedja :
"~ and a couple killed in the‘minefieldr,hilejl was gone.. ..l

';!L' - .':: {'},?;"fia_ti'iP.ii.,l'.?.iff‘-}*)_'." . ' o3
.< ' ' FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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We pave eVLdence that the company felt very bad

Qe
 'about thizg.

v
'
H

ﬁta;7ffi‘ About the 1oss of the people?

oy ' f :Q. ' " About the loss of the people, and also there had
; .*'_been a ceremony for the men-—-a memorial ceremony.,_

A, A formal one?

© Q. ' Yes, they had a chaplaln in and a great dixference
o . in the testimony as to just when it occurred. Some men put .
b - it on the same afternoon, a little before Captain MEDINA' i
' . .brleflng, others said-no, it was a day, a week-= i

A. (Inter9031ng) Well, I was there at that time and
if it was real informal, it's possible that I may have forgotten A
about it, because I dld not go to it myself. : ‘

§ Q. Can you tell us what Captain MuDINA told the f
; company during the briefing about the next day s ope;ation
: ~as best as you remember it? _ R Y

A. ' As I already ‘stated in the cID 1nformation here--.3
'he was telling us, we was going on.a seaxch and destroy- ‘opera-~
" tion and to that effect, you know, and in this Pinkville area e
_and--that we were to go in there and kill, you- know, every—--

thing that's in there-~to be a VC .stronghold--peing it'was ;

out of our normal area of operatlon -and we Were under apecial e
operation, that we could go in there. He said this was, the'fg‘“
time we was going to go in there and clean up the place,. ="

because we operate right across the river from them all, the
T time, and, "I've lost quite a few men thesre," you know,’ got
) wounded and some killed there--like-~-course, too"he gaid, . i«

beings as ouUr CUNPENY was going to be the one. to. go through ar

the main portion of this village--was that we was going to.go i

and kill everyone in these villages. He did state- that thzs
_order did not come from higher to actually kill evervone,

The order was more or less stated to kill or take, you know,:

the enemy, but he stated that this was, you know, sort of a .
‘revenge thing. This was going to be our chance to get back

on the Viet Cong and that we was 901ng to klll them off

ik e At L ARl Ay e e o s o

Q. pid. you get ‘the 1mpre551on that he was going
" beyond the order of. hlgher\headquarters? RNy ;

L a. " Right to-—certalnly agree it ‘was, yes, because he .
S stated that it wasn't truly dlrected exactly as this. He put g

(BUNNING)

*'FOR'OFFICTAL USE ONLY .

e AR i

i A en o
- .




i G

' FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

it in so many words, you know, that the orders wocre not direct-
ly, go in and kill everybody, but they were to go in, you

know, and that it was going to be a fighting zone, you know,
because they believe we was going to have opposition there and
this-~and that we were going to go right straight through it,
you know, shooting all the way.

Qo

pid he say anything about the men recently killed

in the minefield?

A.

Q.

Yes, he said--

(Interp051ng) Would this have had a bearing on

the operation?

AI

it directly or 1nd1rect13. but he did say

Well, 1t may-~I don't know whether you would call

losses that we were going to get even for these losses at this.

v:llage.
Q. Djd he say anvthlng about artillery preparat;on?
A. Yes, there was--the place was to be prepped w1th:"

artillery before we were to go in Lhere.

o Q.
on the village or the landing zone, or just where?

A,

pid he indlcate whether the preparation ‘would be

I really can't recall thaL to be exact, but my

best knowledge and impression--it was to be the whole area,

Qo

A,
., day operati

go all the

ii_and_on the

search and

:villages?

”fglgust rlght.

(BUNNING) .

pid Captain MEDINA give you any indication how

‘_,long the operation was to last?

The complete operation was to last~-it was a 3-
on. It was to start at this'My Lai (4), and then
way to the ocean and work in that area, you Lnow,
third day we was to be llfted back out.

Then was it your 1mpression-that it was to be .

destroy all the way through,.to level all the

-'*l" o !'\‘-I . - Lo : .
5 AL - This was in the beginnlﬁé;ﬁfeé; but on the SR IRt
' second and third day, there was nobody'there.___ s
q. dldn't work out

Yes, I understand that th1n

.A?ffTiiEﬁt

e
S .
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that due to our recent
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A. . Yeah.

-1eaders or sergeants oOr squad. leaders, oOr somebody., We- got' ':é
“rebriefed that night, or either that night: or. early the next ::,

A. _ nght.
Q. So he did brief you somewhat after~-lfgff?
'A. °  (Interposing) Well, I don't know. for sure whether‘

- it was him or Sergeant BUCHANON or HODGES, you know, - one of
- them, because when we have so many briefings -you ‘know, you-'

;~e*day or that next’ mornlng we were rebriefed by one of them._}e

fQ. bf . What was the mood of the men in your platoon after

.- the briefing, how
© . what did they say?

~ (BUNNING)
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Q. , Was that to apply or just to--—
A. L. (Intexpoalng) That was the 1mpress10n.;'

Q. S It dldn't just apply to My Lal (4) but to othefhlfh
places too? - _ .‘? o o

A "f.; Yes, it applled to ‘everything, you know, and_;jhkf.”‘ru
Q. en;_(Interp051ng).aIn the area of operatlonj | SR 3:?
A.  Right. e . o
Q. - Do you know whethet there was to be'a'neetinélﬁé?ng.?ﬁ
the platoon leaders, platoon:sergeants or Whethe;ltherﬁ,wﬁsgf T“ﬁf

one after the briefing.

A. “:'You mean before the operatlon?

Q. - -Yes, that same evening at LZ Dottle?
A. . Yes sir, I'm qulte ‘sure there was to my knowledge,jf}

because as I recall we got ‘briefed by either the platoon_,é*- L

morning. 'm not sure of tne exact times, because. we have 80 .|
many operatlons, put we were rebriefed and retald of the oper-TI
ation and in these briefings most. it consisted of time of . i
departure and flights and where you were to be and all of this.

Q. o Your platoon leader was Lleutenant BROOKS?}”

4

can't recall--swear which one of them was, but I know that’

did they:feel about the next days operatlon,
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A, You mean were some of them fEady'to go and do it
or some wondering whether they should do it, is that what you
mean? . o - L :

Q. Did they ha%e the seme undersfanding of tha orders
that you had, for example?-

A. - 1T would believe they did. I mean the operation
wouldn't go off as it did, if they didn't. .

Q. Can vou remémber anything they:éaid, at the time,
that indicated this? .

A. Well, nobody made much comment, because you know,
we was pulling guard and all, and we tried to .get as much
sleep as we can. After the pbriefing and eating you would
feel like getting some sleep. So, I am not one to sit up and
+alk. I go to bed. When I get my chance, 1 sleep. .

Q. ' Did Sergeant BUCHANOR bring around some beer that
A, . . I don't really know. We have beer rations, you
know, every sc often, but myself, I don't. drink beer and I |
wouldn't have the slightest idea whether he did or not. 1
don't say I don't drink beer, I mean to oay I'm nct a kecr
drinker. I drink a can now and then. So he may or he may

not have brought some around. It's, you get it, you know,

. supposed to get it every couple of days, K-rations, two or
.three cans per meal or something. s -

Qe ' Would you say that the men were kéyed up for a
. real fight the next day, or-- - '

A.* " - (Interposing) Well, you know, you've got real

. aggressive ones that were out for blood, you know, and you've ..

got the ones that are not so much, ¥you know. 2nd there were '

.a few that were, I believe~--that didn't really think it was

going to happen the way it did. I mean, I wasn't especially

shocked the next day, because I knew this is what they were

° going to do. I mean, that's what they said they were going to

- do, so I expected it. But it looked to me as if some of them,

you know, really--from where 1 was at--I can't see very many =~ - .

people really. But from the reactions I got, they didn't all Vool e s
" really expect that this was going to happen-at’'this scale, this ~. .

. large of a scale or this hard, you know: . But-I mean there = -

“'wag several of them that was, you know, ‘what you might consi-
der anxious to go do something, you know,; like this.’ :

7 Y APP T-168 |
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‘well, we've had some wi,

Qc
that rhey really didn't understand it this way.

A.

confused. _ _

Q. They hadﬁ’t expected what happened.

A. Yeah, 'cause it cppeared toO W&, you kncw,';hat

. when we did get in there, tlat some guys didn't know what’

they were really in-—- you kpow, L
that this really was -happen:.ng.

Q. _ pid you ever see anyone go right to yo;k?;f_f{
A. veah, you've always got the aggressive few;éhat.*y E

are aggressive in one thing or another.

Q. coing back to the priefing, di¢ Captain MEDINA
draw a map to indicate the platoon missions? - g e
A. 1 pelieve that if he did atfall}‘iﬁfwastréérfih— R

formal. All thig came to the pla

n't draw a map. We?ve_all got our maps, you know. © -

Q. we had one or two witnesses who sdid'hefgat'down"‘ﬁ
and he scratched out something in the,qirt;tI supppse,outlinins

the platoon areas. C

A rhis is possible, but

on it or gone to any great length, not that I can recall my-=..

self anyhow.

what was gonna happen. But nost

points of showing where were gonna exactly be, as i recall, .

came from our platoon briefings,

whichever we dia get that night. :

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Mr. EUNNING,'what squad we;ejydq‘é“memp

A. First squad.

Q. Do you récall who you
A. Sergéant'ﬁbﬁﬁﬂs.

o ¢ understand that thi

destroy mission.

(BUNNING)
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viell, jt's possible that there were some that @éré":

Sometimes he has, You know , . gone, come right . . -
out and really tell the people quite a bit, you know, ! cause .
he was good in this way, I mean he generally lat you Know < i

Is this correct?

tnesses in before who said a2,

mean they didn’'t realize

toon leaders; 'cause he would-

3‘ B "..A“ o o e o
he wouldn't Héve-éiébéfﬁted“ﬁ
of the real_technical;fine']

either platoon o;‘sguad,a,-,

r squad ;eadéijﬁéS??

s was your '




"',v1llage and search and c¢lear, and we're: g01ng towthis village .

7_'ch11dren?

'FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY = R

A, My first search and destfoy mission?

Q. Yes. -
A. You mean this mission was first in this area, yes,

but the first mission we had of the search and destroy in our--

0. (Interposing} Had you been on preV1ous SOdrCh and
destroy missions prior to this time. :

A. . " Three. months worth of them,

Q. pid anybody have any questions between thz two,
search and clear znd search aad destroy? Was this guestion
brought up at this briefing? .

A, You mean to exactly what we were to do, I don't
recall whether it exaetly was brought out in that form. I :
mean, it may have been guestioned, exactly what we were to do,. .
because it was a little different from our normal operations, -
being that MEDINA said that we're gonna kill everybody in
there. I can't recall the exact questions. that came up, but .
they could have been a question or two, you know, for some--
body asking, in other words to deflnltely conflrm that this’

is what he wanted done. 2ut we went on lots of search and
destroy missions., That's what they call. every time out

in the field is a search and destroy m15510n.

0. . Just for clarification, what 1s your deflnltlon'
of search and destroy and search and clear? j

. A. - Well, we never hagd any-dlfferent stipulation. We
never, to my knowledge, nothlng was ever considered a search
~and clear mission, Everythlng was search and destroy, and

you didn't--to me it didn't mean what it was supposed to mean,*
'cause all we did was go ocut through there. and look in the huts
and lock all over and see if we could find anything and just

- search and all really. BAnd destroy was to mean anything

that didn’'t belong to the Vietnamese, anything that was L
military, we was to destroy, or take back, or report it, PR
or anything like this. Clear to my knowledge was always
smeared together. We didn'’t say, okay we're going to this

and search and destroy. To me it was one mission or opera- .
. tion, was the same as the other one. T mean'ﬁthere was.. ..
L nothlng stlpulatlng the dlfferenCe of’ clearlhgfand destroylng.a

o At this briefing was it brough Lt
villagers would be there? I am referring now t women and

oo(eumnine) o *'f,,§ 1 |
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‘A. i Well thlS is a blg guestion that when the CID
man was: out he trled to press and get definite ans WEers, and
I really can't swear to it, whether he said they will or w111 &
not be there. I mean most of the women are always gone. They-f-
go to market and averything else in the morning, and this is
common fact. To my knowledge he did not say that the women

- and =hildren will be out’ of the area and we are killing. only
men, that is all that is g01ng to be there. This was not - Y
stipulated. He just said we're killing everythlnglln‘these_ o f

MR WEST: " Going back to the search and des troy m1581ons. o
Had the company ever before had orders to qo 1n and k111 o

P e oot i e R e W o N e R

= everybody?
A SRR . ' Ve e 4
} 0. : You had no other occurrences llke My Lal then

where a lot of people were . killed? _v;‘_ _”_;“ ,__y

b A. On no large scale, no. There have been missmons“$
: when we're in places, where we were getting shot and stuff, -
? and they have killed c1v111ans, or. Vlet Cong sympathlzers. '

! Q. | I was thlnklng if you were ever aware that the
i company was or had a dellberate plan to go in and wipe out
everybody? ERER S R

. A. No. There never was before or after.;f

Q. Mr. BUNNING, we 11 put in front of you an enlarge~
ment of an aerial photograph of the little hamlet of My: Lai' :
(4). My Lai (4) and the surrounding area (placing Exhibit-
P-1 before witness). You'll notice the center of the: photogra
This is the village of My Lai (4) (indicating) . - You" wlll £ing
it there on the map. Notice the stream line that comes: arounc
there like this (indicating). You'll notice the trail runninc
~ south of the center of the v1llage down to 521 that“s ltﬁrighf

here, sea?

it L U P i 8 e 4w A A b i SN g T e L S i e e ai e
SN PR P - Y

et

e B

A, Right.

o ?ﬁ;?fQ. ' And the 1and1ng zone is west of the village.‘Ourﬁ
s"“]_:-';.'*f-test:n.mony is that 24 Platoon got on line w1th the,lst which‘
.. : was on the left. o _ o - _ i

1and1ng zone at exactly-

fi;A;.-‘-' Where was the

,;f:Q}. o (Interp031ng),1t was right in here (indi at& g),l
L _the r1ce paddy. ‘ JETPTEE i

" (BUNNING) |
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This is west.
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north.

A.

Q-
over here.

A.

Q.

A.

here (indicating) tO t

The sca
there is the east towar

The photograph is oriented so th
1e is 1 inch equals abou
ds the sea, towa
That looks right..

24 platoon would be on the 1

Right.

Does this look familiar to ¥

1 was looking for a village

he left.

The platoon moved from

0.
field to pick up @ couple of VC.. =
A. We had moved through here (i
Q. That's‘riéht after they went
weapons. : .
A. Yep. ‘
Q. Here's the little subhamlet
cating), where the platoon came later O
A ‘How far is that in neters?
L Q. That would be about 400 and
A. That's right. Actually,

My Lai (4) out into the

we had gone

at this is
t 80 meters. Over
rd the China Sea.

eft; the 1lst Platooh

ou now?

or a cut right off . ,_'

ndicating),'td béginf'f7”x

up in here to piék ﬁP' I}

of Binh T

(indi-
Nne. . .

ay

some.

to here:aﬁdC‘-u

“then we back trac
out in this area

ked bac

k from here

(indicating) a

nd gone

right here.

where.

I believe, Was right in this
_Ithere_we_went back 1

area right here.

o
iar to you
75{ ' |
.Fd:fitlc

o you L€

- the’ﬁap and the

o ember of the events that o

n that village.

oriénted“oq‘

£o6 ‘get you S
' 100k famil-' =~

e just want'
throughfit;iinoes this

At this stage W
n we'll go

now?

‘Yes. N PR e
BUNNING, what |
eca'd
£ the

- Mr.

n,
d after you wer
}..and got out. ©

AP

1 us please;;he
ccurre
there (indiqating

Wouid you tel

anding zone
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helicopter. == i 'f

; F: TR .
-.jﬁdandjthen_we movedyug more Or less on line.
‘a. Would you show us on the photograph just $b6ﬁ£ ?¥,{. '
: A. We had the'Zd Platoon here ana we Stretcﬁed;th
" the village, but they wexe to cover the right flank of the -
- wvillage and we were to cover the-left_flank_of-the village. =~
" (Witness marked the photograph as he_talked;)"ff g

Q. Initially, aia the line formed by the 2d flatddn'”,Q
extend out into thg.rice paddy for anybdistancle, o e

Qe “Nd?’téjghéihbﬁth,}i" ) SR
A ”This'wéyaf“ﬂ,,s"”"
.. Q_-_ zesr’ S

U e wewere mght
" A. Right:ana'ﬁe were right here (indicétiﬁé):ﬁahftheﬁ@ih
Q. 1€ I remember your prior tesﬁiﬁbnj'cdrréctlygﬂybﬁ7

" were over on the left flank.

and kids." Therefore he gave me the completewleftnﬁlank;-

~ (BUNNING)

all we were lining-up right ﬁeré'j '

Well, first of _

how the platoon lined up before you moved into the village? -

just srout from here and I couldn't see the other end, 80O _7‘” 
I couldén't say hov far 1st Platoon was to the other end of

Q. <1ntefp¢giﬁg)"y°u‘wefe facing the villageZ “i: .
edge of it. We were in a little bit of rice paddy right here
pecause we're not up far enough--because we had a 1ittle bit.
right in front of us here. IR "--Zr:.*'ﬁ}”"l.rif

i

A. The complete left flank. Right at the,beginning,;f
when we were oOn this line I may have peen. in between two . R R
or three men. And then as we started to mqveginto-the o
village, HODGES wanted a little moxe activity out of me,
and I told him, m1: wasn't-going tO shoot any,ofythese‘women

pnd I was completely:on the left, which through.the“whole"*-ﬁ
operation, was along . this little trail (indicating),dnfthefff
outside of the village and where I would be,on;thentrail5 ‘
and go in and. out 1ike this a little‘bit,along;the'ﬁ.ieﬁ
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Vlllcge (indicating a 21gzag) - But through this whole
operation except for maybe thls first 50 feet or 100 feet
I was, or after that, 1 was completely, on the left flank.

Q. Go ahead and describe then what happened after”
the 24 Platoon got on line there.

A, Well, as I have said in our other statement there

from CID that we started moving, we didn't really start, every»h'

body was on a rough line and there was some men and women and .
I don't believe any children at the time-- men and women most~
ly was out 1n thls area (1nd1cat1ng) in these fields here. :

Q. The fleld rlght in the north west corner of My
Lai (4)7? - _
A, nght. nght in front of us and some maybe to

the left of us a little bit, and so they just started shootF 5f~

ing at these people, and knocklng them over.
Q. _ The men of the platoon? oK |

A, nght, the men of our platoon then, and I don't
really recall whether our platoon started shooting first or
whether lst Platoon over here (indicating) started shooting
first. It was all about the same time, you know, because’ _
we was all getting up on line and that was what the plan was.

After we got on line, get ready (o “thove Lnrough, we're mleng -

‘_through and killing everything in front of us.

| '7Q,‘~_ . What was the 3d Platoon to do°

?f_A.ffﬁ '~ The 34 Platoon would stay in the rear for a whlle
" 'and then after we had gone through were followinrg us, not .
_real close though, but behind us. They were to come through

'*  .and according to the briefing they were to count bodles and

Q“burn the v111age.

S P " You know thit we've been ‘told before that they
- were to burn the village, this seems pretty settled. But:
"this is the first time that we've beeén told that they had a
@m1551on of countlng bodles. Do you~remember thlS clearly?

#

sz.' aTR Yes, deflnltely was clear 1 cannot say it was.”
_MEDINA or the other, but it was: clearly +old, at: least An

ia briefing that I was in, that they *
and burn the village. . They may -n

¢ been told this, I

‘1“:3. |
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’e;to take a ‘bhody- count;p;t

mean ‘that may be JUSt what MEDINA 1d the Platoon leaders | fhw‘“”
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anad what We were told

G. Thls could have come then from Lleutenant BROOIS
or Sergeant BUCHALON-— T _ N ’

! A - gi (Interposing) . Or Sergeant HODGES because you know,'

§ it was the Chaln of command, you know everytblng comes down.,,x
Q. U t All right, please go ahead. . ‘7 u‘
A. . Well after everybody started ShOOLlng here, ‘that s"

i
i
!
. L]
R
1
I

when we started moving forward and that was probably, I think -
as I can recall, when HODGES thought that I wasn't doing’ any’ ;
shooting as of yet. Aand he’ a551gncd me to hlS left ‘flank . or
to the left flank and-- _ LA ﬂ}\&

Q. o (Intzrposing) How many . people were shot 1n1tially,_?”
these were Vietnamese ClVlllanS weren’ t they? ;_;f;ggh:w e

A. . Well, nobody Ts ‘a olv111an 1n areas 11ke thia,iI”wa
hate to call them ClVllldnS-;;“, o v e P

Q. : "f Vletnamese who were 1n the v111age?

A. They were vletnamese in the V1llage and all of

our knowledge after being through the war, they definltely
are VC supporters. o _

Q. What were they. men or women? .
cod A. Both, but I don't recall any chlldren rlght at
;o this first lnc1dent. There was possible five or six- kllled

) !
f?ﬁ lnltlally right here (indicating). And then we started. mov-éfi
(" ing through the village, and as you can see this first part
' ~ here is not guite so heavily dense as later on, and so I could
see fairly well from the left flank, and we got in maybe 100 -
vards or so and 3 kids--I believe it was 3 comevﬂchlldren
you know they were anywhere from 7 to 9 years old'or .- .
something. They came running out through a hedgerow.JHrfﬁ“']\,
- and they had their hands out hollering "chop chop" which ' i -
o means they want food, and some of our guys here come running
i cout and shot them down.  And then we continued on through.
1 mean, because that was the mission theoretlcally-—was to
iﬁ'if_klll everybody as we went through the v1llage. T:~~ g

'\v. o

... you mean? : v e e

¥ (BUNNING). vl
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i {_whether he were issuing orders to

5{;ﬂA.-.‘7_v (Interposing)’ Well I ;
; “Ldlrectlve person._ I mean, he dozs

‘\3t-{ﬁdwwxng;:;j~~
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a. They were shooting everybody we was coming to, and
all the animals. _

Q. Where was Lieutenant BROOKS and Sergeant BUCHANON?

A, ‘I didn't have visible sight of them here, I may
have seen them twice through the whole thing, where we would

kind of hold up and make sure that everyone was still on line

so nobody was——-that we weren't shooting each other. And I
believe to my knowledge from what I could see, he stayed
well in the mlddle of our platoon line.

Q. I suppose that was to malntaln control.

A. o Yeah, I mean its normal procedure and that s

where they generally are, I mean I have no idea of them belngj

anyplace else.

Q. Was thefplatoon_kept uhée:fqood control duringh:"
this time? P PRI ST T T
A. From a platoon—51ze element'> 'Yoo mean'did'BRQoKan"

have control of hlS men?

Q.. ‘f Yes, and Sergeant BUCHANON;and Sergeant HODGES..-'
Were the men running around on thelr own, or were theyn—h_

A, (Int erp051ng) No, they Were well-organlzed or;
controlled under squad size because BROOKS, he can't see
what I'm doing out here or what this man out here is doing
(indicating), but through squad leadérs and through the _
little radios we have, it was controlled and you can see a g
line as we were moving through here.w You can malntaln a
pretty much line. n, -

3 Q.‘Vnﬂ“.f- How about HODGES what was he d01ng7

A.:_?ﬁ' f: Well ‘he was controlllngiusimost of "the tlme, tell—‘ D
-ing us what to do and stuff llke this-and he was d01ng some Tg;313f=j

efshootlng there, too.

= Q.‘ L | 1 was thlnklng mostlyfabou ,uperv1alon and

7!shoot that person there._J; mean

" ' FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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<" mean, everybody knew what they was going to do anyhow and’’ ", .
“+ 7 there were-~-well I think that GONZALES was right next to w7 .7’
“me, if not he was.right over--because I generally worked & |
“pight next to him or with him. Other than him and I it's -
"possible~-you know, I couldn’'t keep visible contact with W'
" everyon: else all the time. I don't believe he was doing. ‘-

“'much shooting, at least.l didn't see him deing much shoot-
ing. Other than that, most everybody was shooting.,- .= 7

' Q. You told the CID agent about an incident ip=

! " yolving SCHIEL and some other members. What squad was SCHiEh:'

S

\ T R SCHIEL was a squad leader, and I believe fts '
E .. second squad, but 1 never could keep them straight, which %
' squads were which, and I believe it was second .squad, buti. -
he was a squad leader.. - T L IR

Q. . Will you tell us about that?

A. We was qﬁife a ways in the village;.i'm’ndt’ﬂ-ﬁff';‘”
really sure how far, a third of the way in, or something

' body yet, because him and several other members of his squad .
were in front of a pretty good size hootch or huts, ‘and they

fawily or group there, and he was there mostly in front, and '

3f ' ," he said that he didn’t want to do it.  He said, you know,‘“I"7f
o : don't want to do it, but I hzve to because we were ordered to

$ .. do it," and he said that about twice, and then he: started :
: ‘ shooting, and so did everybody else in a little group, there - :

cause he was, well & guy that--actually he was, you know, . ‘.
trying to make rank and trying to do what he was supposed to .
do. And being that we were told to do it, and in.a position -
where he was, he couldn't very well say well I'm not going to . -
do it, because, well pretty soon he'd knock him out of squad. :
leader position, and put him back down at the bottom.. So, .
he finally did start doing it and that was the only time s
that at the present time, that I ever did see him shoot-into

a bunch of people, =~ = S ‘

Q. And up to this time had the platoon received any
hostile fire? = 7 & ' B U DARTINE'E SR
A, - Well, later I heard that somebody sald they aid, but
to my knowledge, I never'heard of any, or knew of any during the

T U BPP T-168 -
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o ' 1ike this. But he had not yet, to myuknowledge,'Shotianyhffdgﬂ'"

v . " had maybe cight or nine people there.. Men, women,, and kids = = .
: *  and they all--most of them came out of that hut probably one "

: -~ of five or six men, and they shot thase people down, Andjthat;”ﬂ
Do ~ was the first time that SCHIEL had shot to my knowledge. ' Be-.




{Qfeshot, and the animals.

‘ (BUNNIN(‘)
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whole operation.

Q. These people that SCHIEL and his men shot, did they
put up any resistance?

A. No, nobody put up any resistance, except for one
that I saw run, I wouldn't really call it resistance, but
other than that nobody put up any resistance. They'd just
stand there. : :

Q. pid they have weapons?

A, - No, none of them in the village--the two that we :
went out to check that the hellcopter shot down, they both had
a weapon.,

Q. Now'this group of people, how many were there?

A. In this group where SCHIEL was, anywhere from 8 j,
to 10, 8, or 9, or 10 people. :

Q. And what were thelr ages and sexer?

A, Well, anywhere from 4 5 years old to. 50 or

60 years old and every sex, male, female and klds.' ‘_f:
Q. - A little later on I'll ask you to get Wlth Major _
72¥CHOWSKI and mark a photograph like thisg and locate ‘approx-
imately where this group was as well as the other important
point that you mentioned. But, we won't stop for that nowa. .
Could you tell us then, what happened after this partlcular'

'1ncldent, aftex the platoon moved along7

) A-,TT*. This was no partlcular 1nC1dent really, I mean-{r_
" that it was going on all the time, but that was the time that -

I noted that SCHIEL did start shooting right there. We just

“ - kept on moving through the village, and more of the same, I . '

mean they was shooting all the people that were there to, be

(Interp051ng)

what they were d01ng,‘_x s

In‘ B :

| FOR OFFICIAL USE'ONLY
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7j:t1me?

'ﬂ_fand there was four there,
_ffo. s ' Are you sure?
“- had two squads.
r]af;et!s’seefm-

| (sunnING)

: , 'Ii‘
- FOR OFF ICIAL USE ONI.Y

stralght through it, because we ‘were not supposed to, be—
cause the other was to come. through and do all the burnlng,'

so to my knowledge-—-

}’ ‘ " L ohe
Q. ' (Interp051ng) pid- they take time to search the BRI
hootches, bunkers and tunnels and that klnd of thlng? -

A. _“;;Not really.
0. : 'i}.Or was it a prettj fast m0v1ng operation?
A. "rﬁsIt was relatlvely fast and anyplace there we J?“

suspected, or anything, you know, we were heavily loaded. with\
grenades, anything we suspected or bunkers most every bunker
or anythlng, a grenade was thrown in. 50 to be sure that®
_there was nobody left to pop up and start shootlng us from
behind, or start shooting the other people.. Sy

Q. S Golng back to SCHIEL and this little group they
killed, what was used to klll them, what weapons were em-;

A, . Most everybody that 'was shootlng had M~16°s ,
cept for one M—GO machlnegun that was, used : e

0. . Do you remember who was u51ng the M—GO?

"R, 1 : No, I don't, because later on we had speclal ma-«
chinegun groups attached to certain sqguads, but at this time.
we really dldn't, we just had machlneguns, you know and—-g*

Q. __t} (Interp051ng) And maybe a fire team 1n the Squad?i
A - Yeah, would be assigned to carry a machinegun,

- being it wasn't our squad I. don't know. In fact durin this.
' operatlon I don't even thlnk our squad had an M—GO.-

"Q} . How many squads were 1n the 2d Platoon at that

H A.

A, .7 - The 1st Platoon?
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Q. e (Interp051ng) Were you countlnq the weapons
squad wnen you sald four? _

A, Right, but the weapons squad 'it's more or less—-
later on I know weapons sguad had a machinegun attached to
them. But we had a~-we had SCHIEL, I don't know LACROIX was .
squad leader later, I don't know if he was squad leader then. @ -
To my knowledge, I'm almost sure we was organized in four S e
squads. Its possible that they may call it only three squads,gf
being machineguns are shoved into a squad.

Q. E Do you remember seeing GARZA that day?

A. I can' t swear that I remember seeing him for de~ S
finite, I believe he was there. I mean, I had no contact, or:. '~
any particular thing, to make me remember he was definitely
there. He was our medic, I'm quite sure . he was there, e

Q. Will you pleasa contlnue W1th the platoon Aas they
moved through My Lai (4). o

A, ' Well, we continued moving through and'thenvat a-
point, close to three-quarters of the way through, somebody
hollered that there was somebody running off to the left. .. -
And this was at a time, when I had just walked into a hedge~-
row, and I was walking completely on the left. I had com- *
plete visibility so when they hollered,; Sergeant HODGES and
I ran out to the outside, so we could_see, And approximately
100 meters away or thereabouts we saw a man, a young man, at , -
least he appeared to be young, in the: twenties or something,
running away from us. And HODGES started shooting at him, ;
and hollered for me to shoot at him and get him. I put my
. gun on automatic and I shot a whole clip at him. While I did .
i all the brass went in HODGES' face and he couldn't shoot any more,
« .and I missed the guy and then HODGES, -he drew a good bead the
i next time and knocked him down, and then we went on back in
the v111age and continued on. o ' Lo

v - “And that was the only tlme I shot at anybody ‘other
s . than animals. I shot some animals, but I do that at home all
.-the time anyhow, that wasn‘t anything that I didn't believe-
‘was morally right or wrong. But that right there was the-

‘only time I shot at any person and I. ‘missed him, because he
‘rfwas Stlll runnlng good when I was. through shootlng.

ﬂQ.\.«f ~ Did the platoon move al ':ay through kllllng

ag everybody they came across? ,,;1,

Cmwame it t
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'you go ahead and tell us what the platoon dld7 A

wards where the bodies were said to be, and I ‘always ‘walk ‘point
‘‘That's where I'm at, right: out in front in, you know; not a :
2 line but a file formatlon, ‘and they were radioing from the
e gunshlps telling us where these bodies were. And so we. just
- kept going that way, and. you know, the rice is three. foot
"+ high, and you can't see too good, and the gunships kept
_“j‘c1rcllng around, and dropped a couple smoke grenadés 901nt1ng
'.the place. And I saw exactly}from where the smoke grenades G

T . ' ': BN ‘P‘%" i FATSL e
 FOR OPFICIAL USE..

A. : ft' nght, and we s opped at least I toppcd boing i
I was on the left flank, cause. see, I run out of village he- =" =
fore anybody else does. . And I stopped in this area some- .
place right here {indicating)j~and everybody else goes to T
the ond of the village. And then, right at that time, or in =~ "%
fact, it may have been even just before we got to the end of . = ¥
the VLllage, or the end of the tree line here, (indicating), .
there wasn't very much village at the end that I recall-=-. -~ -
they said that the helicopters had knocked down two guys over

here (indicating), with weapons so we~~ as sonn as we made the -
the end of the village we made sure we made the end, we moved 5

rlght on over to check those out.

Q. © That's to the north, out in the rlce paddy thEreje»“‘.f
(1nd1cat1ng)° - e

A. - nght, it was to the nerth and 200, 300 meters Out,'”f‘
to my knowledge. It was quite a ways, it could have even been .. -
up to 300, 400 meters out. : ' ST 7y

(The hearing recessed at 1117 hours, 16 Januaryf

1970.) | L _ :
(The hearing reeoﬁvehed_at;1135,hdﬁre,fiﬁiJéﬁhé?Yff@fr

1970.) ' '”.Ht ._"“7?:‘?-7'44'%uﬁ”s e

I0: o The hearing will come to order; " .

RCDR: The following persons are present. LTG PEERS,

MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, MAJ ZYCHOWSK1-5”
and MAJ COOP. B T e

Mr. BUNNING you are remlnded that you are under oath.
MR WEST: At the time we recessed, Mr. BUNNING, I believe . :
you were dlscu551ng the mission of the platoon, which was to
move out into rice paddy to the north and possibly recover
the weapons of two VC that had been killed by gunshlps.- Wouldj

A, : We went out towards the north in the dlrectlon to-Jf

(BUNNINGJ ””‘_‘ﬁdti*“

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY




‘AL . Ny Yeah they aid. One of them had somethlng that

the other people dress. d B B | : K
Qf p¢;:. Go ahead and tell us what the platoon did next..jffﬁ
:ﬂQ{A.an,j; From there we~wbe1ng they deflnltely came out of

~this wvillage, which was rlght dlrectly, Whth would be back
Fpto the left, whlch is—-- wr T

];Qt~ﬁf,_ff (InterPOSlng) To the north‘or northwest? i*;f

.;_1A’"~» “. From where the people were lying it would be RIS
" back’ to the west, and so beings they came out of that village,i”g
.- we 'were told to go on into the v111age and check out that '
“wvillage, which according to the map sand ‘things here. appears
.to be this wvillage here, because it ‘was a fairly- good size”
T;v;llage (1nd1cat1ng Binh Tay,,subhamlet ‘north of the north~
g_west corner of My Lai (4)). Well,! we: moved into there, and 5
- . beings our original orders were to'kill everybody in .our. opera-
.- tion, they continued--I mean espec1a1;y being that we'd . just . :.
L got you know, two enemy out of this village. They deflnlte--
~+ ly"had just come running out of this
{| =7 . people that were still back here:wer
"fothey had just come ‘out, because they‘

" ' FOR OFFICIAL USE QNLY

wera, where the bodies were, so finally we made it to where. ...
the bodies, and each one of them had a weapon which--I don't
know exactly what kind of weapon. I think one of them may
have been a carbine, but the other .one was not, and they

were both in pretty good order, and a lot of weapons we -
kept aren't in too good a shape, but these were in pretty
good shape. From there-- : : '

Q. ' (Interposing) wWhat were_the ve?

A, -T° You mean'how_old?
Q.. Men, women?
A, Well they were both men and were~-both appeared

to be military age, you know like 20 or 21 years old. Just,,”h
young men. - SR , T

Q. - How were they dreSSed° Anf web'equipment drt;Tﬁﬁgj
uniform at all? : g ;‘ - ;:_p,

was, I believe it was even a pistol belt, you know, with a'” =

couple clips of ammo on it, and no big military packs or. any-hit,f
thing like this. And I belleve one of them was.carrying a - -

little bit of rice. 2And they wOfG,Juat Platn b;ac 1+$eta11_§°”'

1llaqe and these other
you know , they knew

meRW) ‘L)w5_tff¥;21¢
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- know, 2 or 3 huts, here probably (1nd1cat11g) 20 people

R T A T i Foman 22

‘.rlfle grenade——

.ﬁfﬂﬁIO- LA This is the one- you normally refer to asa 40 .
'-,;;mllllmeter grenade. : R

R Y . Right, that's what 1t s con51dered, they”have them
fjfalso on the gunships, but’ they re a little different
“" they got more powder in them.“' :
*oto hold them and-- :

i -‘(BUNNING)'

S,
T sl N

USE ONLY

So we contlnued and started to go through this village kille - -
ing everybody that was there.__. R T
0. - You told the CID agent what happened to a group
of people who were assenbled there. Do you rtmember thaL?

A. “.Yes, we weren't very far in ‘the village, and it's. ...
really hard to say the exact figure on it, you know, there: fe
was gquite a few people, around 20, or in that nElghborhood,‘;;J
of people that were grouped tOgether ang-- _ CINE AN

0. o (Interp051ng) They d been gathered up by the U
platoon° s . , :

A. . Well, not really by the platoon, because when we %?*
got in here in this village, nothing was near as well organlz~
ed as when we went through the first village. Nobody had a "
particular formation any more, at least that I saw. We were’ o
still pretty well on the left, our first squad was,. you know,gﬁﬂi
but people were pretty well milling around. And we weren't'
going through this village as dead fast, you know, I mean,
we was tearing up the hootches and were looking. for stuff,-nrg
being we just got two guys come right out of there. We knew :
we had somethlng going here,‘at least thought we dld 3 e

But anyhow as we were-«some of us were searchlnq
and tearing apart hootches and all; and several men. .got, You

or thereabouts, you know, put them all in one group. .And . 5l
then one guy, he hadn't had much practice or chance to: shoot ‘g
a 79, being 79's don't work gcod at p01nt-blank range,.and ; .
that's what most all our fighting was in this area, you: know.¥f;
So he got back and shot a few rounds into this group of peo~ ..
ple, which would wound most of them, and kill a few of them-—l

Q. (Interposing) An M—79, that's substantlally a’

YA, (Interposing) nght, it's and M‘79 grenade'launch~;i
er which shoots a small grenade., _ :

.xbecause .

FOR OFFICIAL, USE ONLY
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0. “(Interposing) Who fired the M-797?

A. ROSCHEVITZ, and then| after he shot, I don't know
the exact amount, he shouv a couble rounds, or three rounds,
or something into the group, thén everybody that was stand-
ing right around there, that was grouping these people to-
gether~- several men went ahead| and finished killing every-
body there. I really--all I noticed was how ROSCHEVITZ
climbed up on a little hill there to shoot at these people
so he could get hls rlght range and where he wanted it--

Q. (Interp051ng) Who was thls°

A, ROSCHEVITZ, wich the 79, but I don't know really
who~~some of the other guys were standing around there, but
I was over a little further away, going through some hootches
while-~when they finished shooting all them people off..

Q. So you don't know who finished-them off.

A, No, but they were some members of our platoon,
I don't know whlch squad ! v

Q. Where was Lleutenant BROOKS at that tlme?  ;‘“ S

A. I belleve he was further, already past these people
because as we started in this village, beings we come from this -
side (indicating), he pretty well stayed to the right-hand
side at first and worked across, to my knowledge. And these
people were gathered probably, right over here (1ndicating)
because we worked to get over on the left flank agaln, and

I believe, some of them were our squad that were in on it,

and then there were some from the squad next to us,.and—w

: 0. “;t}- (Interp051ng) That would have been SCHIEL s squad° o

”:fA.?"if;' ~ I'm not sure now whether 1t is or not in this forf'

mation, because I know we was still on the left and at the

‘time I'm not sure whether SCHIEL was there or not. But there
~was members, maybe even a third squad there too, because I
~.mean, when you go in there and people:are going through V11~.N='1”
-~ lages, and hootches, and stuff, nobody stays exactly perfect.l;ﬁff
.. But anyhow, I don't to my knowledge :
. -BROOKS 'or Sergeant BUCHANON or the _ead ua ters sectlon v1s-;a
j,ibly saw thls or not | ot R

now whether Liéutenant .

I was 901ng to ask you é
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was the group was 51tt1ng dow when ROSCHEVITZ

sight of even seeing ROSCHEVITZ even hitting the: people with
the 79. All I know is, from. what he said, and ‘how he.saidiit
_happened, you know, when later on from when he hit- it, how'h
‘shot it in there, I mean you: could hear the 79 rounds going‘
‘off. He said his first one.was, I believe, high and he missg~-
ed, and after that he said’ the next couple made 1t, you know‘
5r1ght in the group. ' 5 -

i' er S ' Well from where'you were could you see the.pe -
- "ple when he was flrlng on them,.and when the others were f
ﬂ,;flrlng on them? x A

““A. . * TNo, I could not} because 1'a already'mOVed;over
“ ' further into the hootch, I méan he had them there,. and he ;.7
;. .was standing on the hill ‘andithe hill's not much: bigger: than L
" this table, you know, just?
- ‘at the most, it could be a*bunker.

use oNLY

A. BN Well, aergeant BUCHANON generally, you know, and
the medic~- this here headguarters section in either company=
size, OX platoon-51ze, generally stays together, you know, . .. -
I mean you've got the RTO and. the platoon leader and platoon '
sergeant and then the medlc hlch is | generally in thle 11tL1e ;‘.1
group. : SAREE NN o . |

Q. _Do'you remember FIELDS he was Lleutenant BROOKS'
RTQ on the company push’ P . _ R

a. Well we had a lot of RTO's, he may have been At theﬂf

Q. | ”ﬁ(Interposing) 'He:ﬁas here yesterdaYhand Said;héﬁ”“;f
was, he carrled a PRC—25. ‘ ';_~a_.rf(_“; -

A. Well he dld at one,_tlme, I don' t know when,
know, I mean we have so many RTOs._ o bt :

Q. ' . Well he descrlbed thls 1ncident.- Hls'recollectlonfﬁ

A. L (Interp051ng) They were 'cause,-they were put to~"
gether,- you know, in a group, ‘and: they. were::all huddled down.?

or huddled together. . You: know, ‘I-mean; I wasn't standing " %}
right there watching them shoot lnto ity “youiknow, because
ROSCHEVITZ running around,: ‘he- was, you. mlght say,lrunnlng‘-
the shtow of this thing, bacauge he sa1d he wanted to:use :
the 79 and that‘s all. I mean I wasn't in visible: plain

et h

1ittle mound maybe ten f igh
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0. | Did yoﬁdSee him firing?

A. Yes,'I”saw him firing from £he hill,

Q. But yod eouldn‘t see theitarget?

A. ' No, but he said he was shdeting into it, and.

I mean, he made it plain that he was..

Q. | Did he tell you about it later?
A, . Yeah, he_said $0. |
Q. " I asked where Lieutenant BROOKS was, because

FIERLDS said that he could see the group and I assume thatJ
Lieutenant BROOKS was probably somewhere close by.

A, | He probably could have been.
Q. But you don't remember? ‘
A, No, because net-here, in“faet once we\move‘in'

here 'cause, you see, Lieutenant BROOKS, when we was. going
to the two dead bodies, he was right behind. Well I was 1
there, and maybe one other guy and then Lieutenant BRCOKS -
was there, being we had two dead bodies out there, that we
knew was there, and the gunship said, that they had guns.
You know, he wanted to be right there when we got there,

but after that he hardly ever walked that close to the

front of the formation, and on other operations he has

been maybe three men behind me. I walked point for seven
months over there, and I walked point actually, until I
became sgquad leader, and after that, then I only walked
point on night operations, because most everybody would
actually get lost, and well, Lieutenant BROOKS liked the way -
I walked. He'd show me a map, show me grids, where we was
going, night or day, he'd just say just take me there, '

you know, and I would-~ .

Q. ej; '.ﬁ (Interp051ng) You could read the map°"

A.- ' on, yeah, and he'd just sh"

' FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY =
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me over here (1ndlcat—'

. ing), and we wanted to go there and- very seldom~~he'd never
.. even say anything, we may be 901nq 2 or: 3 cllcks, and :
"~ even up to 4, 5 ¢clicks. : ‘ L .
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" And one night operation. 1T think 4 clicks,

thing, when we got about half way, he told

and the only . ...
me I was getting EE

a little too close to a village, and they were liable to hear

 us. S0 we had to go out a 1jttle farther,

in the rice paddyr -

to get around it, but he was pretty good on that, you know.

Well, right at or in that time

A.
people raping several women jn this area and--

You descriﬁed one rape incident on the CID state- §~f

Q..
ment, would you go through that please?

‘And he would just tell me take us there, that's where we L
_.want to go. and once . in awhile we would hold up to make aure '
that everyone was caught but-- ' . Lo

there,_was.several?l.ﬁ

A. okay, I really don't know who it wés,'iflthat5a;kfjf“ o

the one you're refer:ing‘to. There was three guys on—~

Q. You mentiohéd'HODGES..

A SergeantTHODGES took one girl'theré, and dru§ h§f{w:“jT
into a compar tment, 1ike in a hootch there, you know, and . - '
i you'could see,‘and_Jlf_.

hootches don't have doors Or nothing, and
he raped one girl inside there. and then

other guys and one girl all at one time, as I stated in there

too.  And there was—<

i

there was three =~

Q. (Interposing) :You aoﬁ’t know who‘th§y wefe_£hoﬁ§h?:

" A, No, L can't really saY}=1ike 1

names one OT two names, it could possibly

stated in there, I . ..
have been them, but .

I can't definitely sa¥:s pbecause the chances of bringing in

comebody that never raped anybody axre too

great, you know,;té‘

say 1'm sure; or I bhelieve that this person aid it.. . .o

1 keep remembering.
you know 1 mean—--

(BUNNING) gt 26
'FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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Q. I couldn't tell from your CID statement'whethermﬂf

the girl that HODGES raped-- B R, AREI

A. ' (Interposihg) Had been previodsly'rapéd?” B
Q. Wwas it the same girl who was with'thefthfée_Sinf;;ﬁf
diers. o e e DR
A. 1 believe;it:isf to my knowledge, you_know;-what;;

1 can't remecmber which one comes first,

TIPS

‘1 59 :399“¢7169f

L SR

T e

Q. (Interp0ﬁing) Would you tell us what happened '
- after the group was shot? L
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0. " (Interposing) Well you indicate that, in your
statement to the CID, - : _

MR WEST: You said this: "First, I observed a Mexican-
American having sexual interxrcourse with a Vietnamese girl
about 18 years old. She was only wearing a blouse that was
unbuttoned. When he finished, the glrl got up to get away ,
and HODGES grabbed her,"

A, It may be even related when I said that-chat one
Mexicen-American--it may have been the time all three of
them were on thlS glrl I m not sure,

Q. On that part of lt you sald this. "Either before .
or after HODGES raped her I saw three u.s. soldiers with_her."

A. It's possrble that those three could even be at -
the same time I saw the one because as it was, I think that
one of them started, and the other. two got 1nto the actlon:z'

all at the same tine. N

0. I see., " You said further;fi“One was hav1ng normal
sexual intercourse, while the other had his penis in her

mouth, at the same time, she was fondllng the penls of the A RN

' thlrd man"? C . , TSI

A.';'juj" nght.

Q. ' You also said that: "Two of them may have‘been
'DELGADO and RODRIGUEZ"? Coen SRR

'th.,"-w'  Yes. ThlS is when I got thlnklng afterwards.-'I

"’ hate to say yes, I know these are the men because-- :

f*ffare not certaln.

'Q._v S (Interp051ng) I think you made it clear that you

;‘A..'rf‘ ‘Right. Because there ie tbo great a poésihiiityv“ -

that one of them isn't and you .can’t--I mean, one of: them L

t ',maYr_and one of them may not, or theY;bOth maY'r;L;'

:fQ. s You also indicated that_MCBREEN and Leonard "
;‘GONZALEZ may have seen HODGES° ' - 3

y.f?A.-ffflf' Te's p0551b1e, because; nék,;We were all in the_f?ﬂ“
[ -same area there.” I stayed pretty. cldse to- GONZALEZ through-

out thlS operatlon except for thevl t e when we were e

”Q,(BUNNING)7f
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got word to quit killing people.

A, Not exactly. He said somethlng to the effect

~figure out was, he figured he got away with as much as he.

f us, that he didn't say 1t.;“

“LQ-Q. ' When you say - thlS, are you ba51ng thls on some~
: thlng Captaln MEDINA sald the day be fore? e Lo

.. (BUNNING)
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e

gettlng ready to move out, because whenever I am walklnq
point we have a certain formation to follow and GONZALEZ
ended vp on the end. But when we was going through a v11-' ,
lage or something, GONZALEZ and I were pretty good friends '
and he would, if poessible, you know--we would be next to o

0. - Now, you sald to the CID agent that you observed
several rapes° ' ;
A, " Right. There were=--

0. S (Interposing) Can you describe any others that

took place there in Binh Tay°

A. Well, as far as any particular detall, you know.'f,,
A guy would just grab one of the girls there and in one- Qr,rf

two incidents they shot the girls when they got done. And: :
vhen we were about halfway through the v1llage,.1s when we

0. How did you hear about thlS?

A. As close as I can remember,'lt came to Lleutenant
BROOKS over the company net: and he told us.ﬂjfy' ‘ L _

Q. : Did he yell to everybody° Do you remember what
his words were? _ . R Rt Ly

that Captaln MEDINA says that that's enough "shooting now.f S
We have to quit now. To me it didn't make any sense., I ‘= — °
couldn't figure out why we had to quit right now, when MEDINA

said we were going to go right through. A1l I could ever' e

probably thought we were going to get away with, or some-f
thing like this, 'cause, you know, we had-already killed
guite a few people and belngs the original orders were not -

~ to actually kill everybody there from BARKER--Colonel BARKER'S

orders were not to--he didn't say go in and kill everybody, '
you know. At least that's the: way the orders came down to

APP'T-168.
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A.

Q.

Basing,
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which part is that?

You said earlier that Captain MEDINA had said

that higher authority hadn't exactly said to kill everybody
and you just now mentioned Colonel BARKER's name?

A. Well, Colonel BARKER was one step up from Captain
MEDINA.
Q. Well, it's your assumption then that this came

from Colonel BARKER?

A. Not to kill everybody you mean?
Q. Right? '
A, You mean to just go through on a regular search

and destroy, and take only the enemy, and to this effect?_

Q. Well, when you spoke of hlgher authorlty you
meant Colonel I?,ARKER'>

A. nght.

g. It was your assumptlon then that it was Colonel
BARKER? You didn't actually know, did you, that he had

issued the orders?

" A. I am almost sure it is.

orders for the

"up, because he

S o.

S0l

‘I'ﬁean he issued the
operation which he got, no doubt from hlgher
was our task force leader. : :

Was he present at the brleflng?
ilfA.\Lf'e' No. MEDINA went to hlm.
What information you got, I take it, came from

o Captain MEDINA?

| A.-f’ff - Right. That was the hlghest any of our dlrect
‘ Alnformatlon came from, i L

,:ro-J’“Hlaz wWhat spec1f1cally did Capt

- MEDINA say witnf;
i _reupect to the v1llage° T

On the br;ef1ng9

" 'Yes?

'FOR OFFICTAL USE ONLY
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Q. He said that in ]ust those words, huh°
A " In those words to that effect. Now, T won‘t say

- were going to get revenge on the--he didn't call them . c1v1—
;lians. I mean, it was known and pretty well figured that =
.. these are enemy supporters. or enemy in this area. Anybody

" a village ard are carrying rice, they know them v1llagers
w-rthat are back there, know that they just left with their .
~i.rice. Tt may be forced upon:these villagers, now, and thlS
s 1s pOSSlble, although I ve,seen;them before when I knewdlt

e e

A : ”Well llke I already sald earller—-

Q. '[(Interpoalng) I d llke to hear 1t anyway?

A, ) Right He said in there, to the effect that we o
were to go into this village, .and. it was a Viet Cong strong~ °
hold, you know, and we all knew it was out of our area of . i
operation. .And we lost a lot of casualties, and had a lot '
of people kllled just across from it, and we never could 3
cven fire upon this place. But like earlier, we would be -
right next to it, and get shot, and all we could do was get -
up and run. We couldn't even shoot back because it was out;
of our AO. But, anyhow he said that we were to go in there
and it was goxng to be a 3~day operation, and we were to i
kill everybody in there in this operation. And he says th
the orders actually come from-higher up, you know, and we =
are not to actually kill everybody, but just enemy and such
in this order., He says that we are going to destroy-~I .
believe he said, also said from higher up, you know that -
destroying something about the houses and something, that
came from higher up, to a degree of enemy bulldlngs and
or eneny bunkers and stuff llke thlS. . L

»

Also, 'cause the way he put it to ub,‘lt was :
saying that this definitely was 901ng to be~-in other words,
we were going in here and we were going to have a. flght, s
one thing that he did c¢laim too, which I really didn? t hring
out hefore. He did make it qulte plaln that we were to ‘run .
into enemy forces, which to my belief, we never did .see any,-r
or receive any fire that I know of. The two people that ran
never shot at us that I know of. Anyhow, he said that we.
were going to go in there and klll everybody in this v11lage,
and in this area, and the operatlon. “And he said,’ that’ SR
‘this was our chance, and we were going to do it now,’ to_get
revenge on all the people we prev1ously lost, e T

that those were his exact words, but they did mean that- we "

can see that when a bunch of guys with rifles run out of .
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Q. (Interp051ng)

and that was it.

. were by Spanish-American.
I say, I don't know exactly which one was involved where,
but I would say that’it was all three types of people.

MR WEST:
‘1nc1dent that you descr1be9

. .At ' Well,
?f,_away 1f that s what you mean.

i?f‘Qtﬁ,'v ,l you could see through.the door of the hootch?

f;T(BUNNING)j. . 3
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wasn'’t, We chasad as many as 30 guys out of one little vil-
lage and everybody ran out with weapons and everything and
you know this many--the villagers just played dumb and we
can't speak Vietnamese. But, anyhow he stated ii. those words
that we wexre. going to get revenge for - the recent losses that
we had taken 'in thls area of operations.

MR MACCRATE: Did he also make it appear that anything you
wanted to do to the villagers, such as raping them or othex~
wise was perfectly all rlght°

A, No. 'This was never Sald to be all right or anythlng
like that. You ‘mean, did MEDINA say this and-~-

Yes°

A, No. He didn‘t to my knowledge. He didn't say for
us to go ahead and rape the girls if we wanted to, or nothing.
e never stipulated don't rape them, but he never said go
ahead, We were to klll everything and destroy everythlng

Could as many as seven rapes have taken place in

MR WALSH:
that village north of the.main village that you described?

A, That would sound like about the rlght number. I
thlnk that would be just about rlght.- :

0. ‘ All of the rapes that you oberved were they by
Negro soldiers or were there white soldiers 1nvolved also?

A. | I am quite sure that some were by white and some
Several were done by those. I
I know in one incident,

wouldn't say several, but some.
Like

there was at least two of them involved in that o©ne.

Did you have a good view of thls 1n1t1a1 rape

It was enough to make you
You. mean——lt was 30 feet

relatively good.
sick and not stand there and lookg;

. ‘AEP”T~168

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY




DT A i, 7 L e iy e

w2 et i 8T e e e g e s s L

T L s T I e P PR M - e e R e T

A, ' Well, here 1s;one thlng. You can't stop it.a:

‘only rapes. You guys all know that. When we first got, over:TV
“there=~I am strictly agalnst molesting any women, or girl,’

"got over there--the first 3 weeks or so we were at Qui Nhon
. recelving all our stuff, so it was a month after, before we . .~
. v ever got in the field, and probably another month later, and”&
: ‘J,then people just started raplng glrls, you know.‘ R

: '}.(BUNNI&G)

v R
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A, 5‘.On Serceant HODGPS° ‘
Q. *‘-Yes.
A. o Yes. T never stayed there--you could see him

raping the girl. He got her on the ground and all this, but
I never stayed there and watched him for 2 or 3 minutes R

or nothing.

Q. ' What I was getting at was 4id you have the sameﬁf‘f:-:
kind of wview of other incidents of rape? : AR

A. ﬁ Yes. There were~--maybe not quite as close. -In" .. . .J
fact, when HODGES was in there I even went inside. The | -
hootch was in one part, and it went into another back part .
almost, and it's not real visible from the outside. But I .
did go into the first part and I had to ask him a question: .
on what we were doing or something--I forget what the quesg=.:
tion was, but I did go to the door or in part way and I ,ja
could see him plainly and I asked him some question which". .5
I really don't remember. It was somethlng to. the effect ofgfya‘}f
our operations going through there. ‘ ‘ ‘.ﬁfh‘ .

ir

MR MACCRATE- What was Lleutenant BROOKS d01ng all thls time?

A. In this vallage that we were 1n°

0. During all these rapes? Was he just 901ng around '
and patting everyone on the back? , ,

_‘ '.;,

A. No. In fact, Lieutenant BROOKS was a real gcaa%-‘_
man, and these rapes almost had to be done behind hls back. o
because he was one man that didn't tolerate it. S

Q. The way you described it, it wasn’t_behind any=- "~
one's back. It just doesn't make sense to mé that if anyone v .
was trying to stop it that he didn't know what was, g01ng °n°;f“ﬁ

J':‘ [N

mean when we first got over there~-I mean these aren't the’

or female sex. I mean it's not my nature and when we first




"after we had been in the field a month or SO,

3_ you know, and say,

- that girl alone.”
- ~about 5 guys come to me and they says,'"Look BUNNING"~--"
" everybody goes by last names--they said,
“,1eave us alone or we are going to klll you.

f’(BﬁNnrNG){”ig;‘rf,"---___'; 33
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0. You told us yourself, a few minutes ago that the
order was passed and then it all stopped. Why didn't Lieute-
nant BRQOKS pass the order himself if he was so concerned
about this situation?

A. - To stop what?

Q. To sroé_the.raping?u

AL No, to stop the killing.lﬂThe raping still went
on. . | | : ,

Q. _ The raplng still went on after the order?

A. | Yes. To stop the kllllng, but anyhow earller,

and after we
had been over there a couple of months, raping did start.

And being that I am against it, and I was the biggest guy iny . e9.w

the company-—RO“CHEVITZ had about 5 or & pounds on me,

but other then that--l've lost-~from over there I've lost

25 pounds. I lost 15 from malaria, and 15 or so from gettlng
shot, and I have gained some back--but anyway I was the blg—.*
gest guy in the company and when these guys first started
raping the girls-~these were young girls. Some were 15 and

16 yvears old you know, and some werxe down as low as 13, and’
maybe 12.  I'd go up to a guy,
"You leave that girl aleone." Well, this
goes good for a couple of weeks, and everyday or so, I would "
be pulling off two or three guys, and telling them,  "You leave
After a couple of weeks of this 1 had

. ‘s".i",

Now, what c¢an you do w1th a fact 11ke thls? What

‘;rcan Lieutenant BROCKS do when those peoPle are out there
“raping.
" pretty rough bunch in the company.
;. .can. a person do?
uVCOngressmen about stuff, and other people would threaten
. them, you know.
;jplarn because our conditions were: even ‘bad, oL
“-been threatened that you don't write your: Congressman nothing. ...

--You don't ever write to your Congressman, you know. .
i can you really do?
o ibody ! really wants to go over there,
. 'stuff going on.

All that they got to do is shoot him. We had a‘n_r
Qur men were, and what =
People threatened to write back to their =

People wanted to. com~
and they have

- Just about anything. -

What
we're sent over there,
*andfhere is all thlS
I am against it all

I mean,

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY-
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‘he would prosecute them if he caught anybody raping and’ thls _

‘body raped during this time.  But he was a man that was.

- part. And to me, he was really a good man, because he trled “”
to stop it, and I don't know why he really slacked off,. or :
‘whether he saw that it was useless, or whether somebody:

- Five people come up to you and say if you don't do° thls,,we B
s+ are going to kill you? What can you do? You can't ShOOt‘j‘”"
»-them all, and if vou do, then’ you go to jail for that, and -

. all we are over there for 1s for 12 months, and to get back

-[hhome.

MR WEST:
ﬁﬁ.effort to stop it?

' FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY S
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. All that I know ‘to date is that, I killed one"'
girl over there which definitely was an enemy, and it was in-
a night operation when we .went out there. In fact, we didn't .‘
even know what we were shootlng at. Me and another guy was *
out there and we were just: shootlng at everything that run °
from us. It was a night operation, where nobody is allowed
out at night, and they were definitely enemy, and that is .
the only person I ever killed that I know of, and I don't
shoot my gun over there, or my weapon, until I have to, e
When we are shot at and stuff like this, but when you are: '
shot at you never see where you're getting shot from. You
never see them, but what can you do when you know that these :
guys are going to kill you’ Do you press the 1ssue? _ -

SR

T T e

Lleutenant BROOKS tried at the very beglnnlng when
he first took over the platoon, and he almost stopped rapes . - !
completely, you know, and I thought he was going to be able o
to make it and--for quite awhile I would say that there was "~ "}
none of it going on because he was a good man and well, you : -
can‘t control everybody all. the time. You set up your head— o
quarters here, and Lleutenant BROOKS stays back here with -
his headguarters section and one sqguad.  The other two or’
three squads go out there and operate.: He has no control
over them. The squad leader is the only one that has control
over them. What they rape and do out there is only among - .
the squad. .He never even knows what happens, so--~there was o
other officers—-we had one or two other officers—-we even'
had one CO and he was dead against it. I mean, he said that L

slowed it down a whole bunch, ‘but what can you do?

e
I can't say whether BROOKS saw or dld not see any-*”"

5
PER

against it, and he himself never took part and I know. that;ygv?
or at least I know for a fact that I never seen him taking * '

SRS LA

threatened him, tcoco. I mean, what are you going. to do 1f

(BUNNING)




"Q;Ifff::' ThlS was Binh Tay?

cu(BuwNING) 35
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A. No. He kind of liked it himself. No, he wouldn't
stop it. Then, Sergeant BUCHANON on the other hand-~-some-
times has done it that I know of-~not raped. Stopped it I
mean. He's never raped that I've seen myself or kaow of,

but he wasn't a man that was all for it, and I've seen him

at times stop men, and at other times I've seen him let

them go ahead. S S '

Q. Do you remember seeing a rape incident involving
a man named TORRES and another man named Joe T. JOLLY? This

was supposed to have happened in thlS {(indicating) 24 Platoon

area.

A, It conldn't have happened here. There was no
time down in here that I know of. (Pointing to the aerial
photograph, of My Lai (4) TORRES is another Spanish-American

and he may have even been one of them in that three. T don't .

know. It's possible.

Q. . Joe T. JOLLY, as I remember is the FO? -

A, Yes. . The mortar FO. :

Q. You knew him?

A. : : To a degree. Right. | |

Q. - Do you remember seeing hlm-involved in a rape?
A, I can't definitely say in this village, I aid.

No. In fact, even out of this village, I never had a lot of
contact with him, because he stays w1th headquarters again.

Q}"ff' " Now, we've gone over the ‘rape incidents pretty

‘well, Let's go back to the point where Lieutenant BROOKS
“received the orders to stop the killing. Could you describe

what happened after that with the platoon?

"A. . After that, we were halfway through the V1llage-¢e

!

AL nght We ware about halfway through 1t, 0 we_il R

just continued through it and we didn't kill anybody else

,"then and-~I don't even know. There: may:- ‘have been one ox two%ﬁ[f
. people killed. I know that one person went down a bunker L

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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‘ “A.. : Right. Being due to the fact here that I rememberf

/" that. To my knowledge I would almost state that we_went
. *}Tback to this corner agaln and ate lunch there.5¢'

x;”;Qd - We've had testlmony that you dld eat lunch back
g';at My Lal (4) someplace%* - ‘ Sy L

“A.fﬁ _ It would be thls'corner (1ndlcat1ng)

'*.51 do know that the hootches were burning and we dign’ t set

xT;f(BUNNiNG)‘

‘?fFoéVQFFICiﬁE;;SEpONLXﬁeh

and wou’ dn t come: out and somebody threw a grenade in, ”o £
don't know what happened to-him when somebody threw a qre~'f(_,
nade. A bunker, they cons:der their little bomb shelter, _1'¢f
don't kKiow if it.is the proper word for it or not. What =

they actually are is bomb shelters. They are not a fortlfied

bunker pos;tlon.;

Q. IE:Q Not a flghtlng bunker p031t10n9

A. S No. Right. They are boub shelters and then run.dt
in there for protection and--anyhow, we just continued through
the village and got all the people together, who came back::

to the front part of the Vlllage heading through My Lai (4).'“"

Q. The south part of the v1llage°

B. o nght. There at that time we had somewhere around
30 or more people grouped together, and as I recall it BROOKS
called back up MEDINA again, and confirmed for us to come

back over here and we turned those people loose and we went
back over there (1nd1catJng on Exhlblt P- l).pg,o ;_”,

Q. S A problem we've had is trying to determlne just ':’
where the’ platcon went after it moved back to south from Blnh
Tay and whether you went 1nto My Lal (4) agaln? RN

A. " As I recall 1t, the only p0551b1e place we could
have been in right here, back in that 9031tlon be1ng~~

Q. _ (Inter9051ng) Indlcatlng the northeast corne <of
My Lai (4)? L ; s

eatlng lunch rlght next to a hootch burnlng, w1th dead bodles

think it did, but it is 90531ble, so I can't really_stlpulate

I can’t ,
remember if we ate lunch before or after we came back, but

APP T-168 -
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:hem on ¥ire. So it would have to be when we came back, PR
‘cause it was a pretty good smell of the bodies burning up. ‘};"iE

MR WEST: We will have a short receSS;th _
(The hearlng recessed at 1208 ‘hours, 16 January 1970. ) ‘;;
(The hearlng reconvened at 1217 hours, 16 January 1970 )

MR WEST: The folIQW1ng persons are present- MR WEST,
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COQP. o

Mr. BUNNING, you are reminded you are still
under oath. .

A Yes, sir.

MR WEST: Your recollection is that you ‘ate lunch about on
the northeast corner of My Lai (4) (1nd1cat1ng) :

A, I knov we ate lunch there and whether it was
_before or after, I am not sure of. : .

T T A e R e R, T
- T e oL R SN TR & R N I Lt £ S

. Q. Did you move te the south at all and down in
g'perhaps the 1lst Platoon area or anywhere in that area?

=

- A. No. When I ate lunch I was still completely over -’
¢ here (indicating) which would be on the north of the western
“ end of it and we never moved. I was never once in the lst.

© Platoon's area. We never wmoved through it, even when we -

i moved out. -

e
£

Erysra—
v s

A
e

i Q.“- fun When the platoon came back. from Binh Tay, did you“

-Q do anymore or did the platoon go through anymore of My La1
‘ (4)? _ v
A, As far as I can remember we came right back on:“f

the trail and walked right to the corner of this thlng
(1ndlcat1ng). _

-i-Q.__'d} " Did you set up a, perlmeter?

[fj“A-”;1’“ : nght. We set up a perlmeter guard rlght here ‘
fl; - (indicating) on the end. I believe we was here and another
. platoon was here. Most likely the 3d.Platoon was back at
;f'the rear or the back half of the perlmeter.

%V; Q,_,= ' Were you vlswted at My La . a):that mornlng bY L
‘-fjany offlcers ¢f the task force or the brlgude or the d1v151on?

S P Ab S S
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"A. ~  No. NdﬁithaE_I can remember. I believe there’
.was some in the air, but none on the ground that I know ofy =
0. When you say in the air, do you mean in'hé11~}?'“

A, Right. It would have to be a helicopter becausa;;‘

Q. Did you know Colonel BEERS, Lieutenant COlonel

hmander? _
R Y I have met with him, but I don't kndw;-7p3f
Q. (Interposing) You know hlm when you see: him?

- A. ' T did then; but I couldn t swear. that I could
' see him there that day or the day following?

. recall that he did land on this operatlon, and I can't say

"FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A.  Out in the field?

Q. ' Yes? Did you see any visiting officers that‘r:
morning at all?z? - T R

copters?

I don't remember any small planes on this one.

BEERS who was the commander of the 1/20, the battallon comrf

recognize him now,

Q. I understand: You knew him by slght. Didfybngr;'

A. No. Well, that's really hard to: remember. lHa”i”
has landed in the field several times.’' I'don't definitely

that he didn't land, but I don't recall Beeing hlm.

Q. But, you ‘have seen him land before and viait
Charlie Conpany? . RN

A. He doesn't visit Charlie Company because Charlie
Company doesn't like him. He visits the CO, MEDINA or. who=-.
ever the CO is, and tells him about our operation ordera,

because for some reason or another—--

‘, 'w‘ *,

Q. (Interp031ng) pid this happen during the time
that Charlie Company was with Task Force Barker?

A, You mean that we did not like hlm?

g. No. When he came to visit, was thlS during the NS
time when the company was with Task Force Barker? G

(BUNNING) 38
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A. ) I don't tﬁink go 5ecausé, we were not under his
direct control anymore, and 1 don't think he did.

Q. - You donft recallnhim appearing.that time?

A, No. :‘ | _. -

Q. ' Do you récall what Charlie Company did for the
rest of that day, the 16th? )

A, ;_  Well, as I remember we moved-fihat's west?

Q. | East? -~ . o

A. Wwe moved east and as far asiI xnow we just moved

out here several hundred meters and set up.- I don't remem-—
ber going through any more villages. I know there was no
more killings or any of this, but we moved several hundred

on a bigger map? _ ‘
. MR WEST: Let the record indicate that thé-witness-is
examining Exhibit MAP-4. ' R

a8 beliéveithat it would be almost directly cast.

Q. We have had evidence that the'cbmpény ﬁoved;tof_‘_
the east and joined up with Bravo at the 4/3 and laagered .
. for the night around the graveyard? EE . :

:A.'ll; Right;
'ﬂQ;ﬁﬁAH] ~ boes that fit into YOur recollédﬁibh?.'
A Yes, but I can't remember for gﬁré whether we did.

- have them on our perimeter or not. I can't say for sure if .
Lowe did or not. You know when you set up a perimeter, you .
. make a pretty big perimeter as it is, but it was in a grave-

.yard and looking in the map I am quite sure it was to the o
' ‘east and maybe to the south just a little bit. It was in
"*. that direction. ' e

‘;Q;- ) That afterncon or that evening;:did~§ou see ahy‘ o
/" National Police? : FER D ¥

AT Yes. We had—-what'é'considefedwﬂatibhai=Pdlicé:ff
We had Vietnamese soldier interpreters,-andlwe“had'somebody 'f
‘that was popular force. 1 don't know if you call ‘them

. (BUMNING) . L 39 VAPP,TFiGQ
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meters east and possibly even south., I might recognize it L S
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Q. ' You never heard this?
A. No, not that he killed one. =

- Q. along in the afternoon, did you’ see any v1sit1ng'
officers from Task Force Barker? L T
A, I can't reallyfsay‘whether T did‘or'diant.TﬂIt's
Q. : Did you know Captaln KOTOUC9 He'was:thé'SZVof Tea

,,_T:A. i I did not know h;m. His name:is,faﬁii;ar bﬁt'l
e don t know him. | EPRR :

- (BUNNING)
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the National Police or not, but they were Popular Force. We &
had one or two of them with us., Afterwards, they were--well, %,
we ook men and held them in the form of captive to become’

our point men and as I remember-~being as I walked point I
was in charge of one, see, and I had to shove this guy out

in front of me. As I recall they told me to make sure that:
this Vietnamese soldiexr. did not get to him because he would '
kill him-~that he would kill the guy we had, see. At one
place, or one time I Seen him and one of them walk up to one
of the other ones, and was talking to him and got quite mad £
and had to be almost literally separated, so that he wouldn't §
beat this guy up. They can talk their language, and they ;
start asking them information, and we don't know what they b
are saying orx nothing, but by beating them, they get a llttlej;

more information and what  they want so we~--we did have—~I ek
don't know whether they were police or Popular Forces or ' . !
what they were, but we had-several different kinds with" us, _;
but we did have--whether it was that night or the next day
I can't remember for sure, but we did have them there.

0. Did you see any of the prisoners killed by any off
these men? Did you see that ox hear about? AL R '
A. One of the prrsoners k111ed by a. South Vietnamese_
soldier? . , R Lo RONPTURN o

0. - Yes? Natlonal Pollce, or Popular Force, or what?3

a. No. I dldn’t .We wouldn't let h1m get near oursﬁ
because he might do 1t. R A T

Force Barker?
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- were you taken?

,ﬂfn}*ﬁi%5h" I believe it was back to
'swpicked up and taken so many times.'

Ceume) . om;
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Q. Do you recall the events of the next 2 days;-
the 17th and 18th° : :

A. Mostly the next day when we moved almost to the
south and, I believe a little bit eastward. There was some
big water out there and it was quite wide., We moved from .
there to here, and through these next villages (indicating),
and there wasn't anybody in them. There wasn't even anybody
in there, or any animals, or anything so we went from--we
overnighted and went up to here, to the water and sometime
during while we were here or going to here (indicating)
Lieutenant CALLEY took his platoon over to one of the hills
in the area to see if we could have an overnight position

on it, And all I know is they went up one way and came down
the wrong way because they ran into a mine coming down and
that is just what I heard.

Q. How about the little v111ages that you went
through? Anthing happen to them? :

A, Well, we burned them as we’ went through them.
They were all burned, wherever we went through.

Q. Is that where you spent the night? _

A. As T recall we went to the water and almost back

tracked. There was some talk that we were going to spend it
in the same position, and I don't swear that we didn't. It
should be logged in the army book.

“ Q. .. Do you recall what happened the next day?

~ A. . The next day the main thing we did was to walk out

and get picked up and I recall as we walked out in my squad
we lost two guys from one mine which was GONZALEZ and TREVINO,

-?'They dldn t die to my knowledge, but they was just wounded.

They were medevac'd out I take Atz
A O nght. |
hﬁib:7f,»=;-_ Now, when you were llfted out by hellcopter: whereg f;'

ottle.
A § belleve 1t was Dottle.

N
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" All of our positions are. .
I know we did go quite a ways back in the same direction. S

I mean, we det . - "7
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