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DATE OF TESTIMONY: 16  January 1970 

WXTNESS SUSPECTEV OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

'. I)~.EOPERATIONAZ, PLANS AND B R I E F I N G S .  

B ~ N N I N G  was not  incoun t ry  a t  the t i m e  of the  m i n e - :  
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SUMMARY or TESTIMONY 

WITNESS. 

DATE or TESTIMONY. 16 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: pentagon 

WITtmSS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL I None 

,"~ 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 196$. Riflaman, 1st Squad, 

2d Platoon, C/l/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

Although BUNNING received no training regarding the 

handling of 1'17 I S and noncombatants, he attended a 1<!cture 

type briefing on the subject (pgs. 65, 66). This took place 

either in Vietnam or Hawaii (pg. 66). The witness recalled '" 

b"dng given cards containing the same information als the 

MACV eards "Nine Rules" and "The Enemy in Your Hands" 

(1'95. 66, 67). He was not certain that he received those' 

,exact cards (pg5. 66, 67): 

2. I PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS; !. 

,a. MEDINA's order to kill everyone in My Lai. 

" BuNNING was not incountry at the time of 1:he mine., 

field incident, but was told about it on his return (pg. 3) • 

He did not recall the memorial service which preceded 

MEDINA's briefing on t~e 15th (pg. 3). MEDINA stated that 

the company was going on a search anddes,troy operation into. 

i j 

", My Lai (4) (pgs. 4, 30). They had taken a lot of casualties 

in this area and could not even return fire because it was 

not.. within their AO (pg. 30). MEDINA said .that this would be 

an ,opportunity to avenge the recent losses in tllis area of . " -, ~", 

, I' 

I 
I I ,,', 

operations (pgs. 4, 30, 31). ,MEDINA ordered the men to kill.' 

everyone in the village (pgs. 4, 30). They were t.o kill or: .. 

destroy everything there (pgs. 10, 31). MEDINA described the" 

,village as a VC stronghold (pgs. 4, 30) ,and told the men to 

expect quite a fight (pg. 30). MEDINA said that. the orders to 
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k i l l  everyone t a d  n o t  come from higher  a u t h o r i t y  (pgs.  4 ,  5, 
3 0 ) .  The o rde r s  from above had been r.e:eely to k i l l  t h e  enemy 
(pgs. 4 ,  5 ,  3 0 ) .  However, MEDINA to lE  t h e  company t o  t a k e  
t h r s  oppor tuni ty  f o r  revenge and k i l l  everyone (pgs.  4 ,  5, 
3 0 ) .  
Although t h e  ope ra t ion  was planned t o  t ake  p l ace  at t h e  t i m e  
when most of the  women would be a t  ma-rket, B U N N I f i G  d i d  n o t  
recall MEDINA exc luding  women and c h i l d r e n  from t h e  " k i l l  
everyone"0rder ( p q .  10). BLJNNING was under t h e  jmpression 
t h a t  MEDINA was going beyond t h e  o rde r  given him by h ighe r  
headquar te rs  (pg.  5 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  most of (:he other ' . ' ' 

men had t h e  same understanding o f  t h e  o r d e r  he  d i d  
would n o t  have gone i n  shoot ing  (pg.  7:l .  BUNNING was not  
shocked t h e  next  day because he  saw c x a c t l y  what he  thought  
had been ordered  (pg. 7). Some of t h e  men were shocked 
(pgs. 7,  8 ) .  The wi tness  understood t h e  " k i l l  everyone" 
o r d e r  t o  ex tend  t o  a l l  t h e  p l a c e s  t h e  company w a s  t o  g 
t h i s  ope ra t ion  (pg. 6 ) .  
ordered to  go i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and k i l l  everybody (pg. lo).' 

The men were t o  yo i n  shoot ing  a l l  t h e  way (pg, 5 ) .  

or they  . ,  

, ,  

The company never b e f o r e  had 

Other  in format ion  given o u t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n q .  

BUNNING was under t h e  impression t h a t  the 0perati.On 

b. 

wculd l a s t  t h r e e  days and t h a t  t hey  were t o  s e a r c h  and ' ,  

des t roy  eve ry th ing  from Ny Lai  t o  t h e  ocean (pgs.' 5, 30). 
MF:DINA s a i d  MY L a i  would be prepped by a r t i l l e r y  be fo  
went i n  (pg. 5 ) .  
a g a i n s t  i t ,  he d i d  n o t  s ay  t h a t  r a p i n g  would b e  all r i g h t  
( p g .  31!. 

A t  a b r l e f i n g  g iven  by BROOKS, BUCIIANON, o r  HODGES af ter  
MEDINA's  it was exp la ined  t o  BUNNING t h a t  t h e  boundary 
between t h e  1st  and 2d p l a toons  would be t h e  center o f  t h e  
vi l lage (pgs ,  6 ,  5 6 ,  5 7 ) .  The t h i r d  p l a toon  w a s  t o  follow 
behind s e t t i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  a f i r e  and making a body count 
(pg. 1 3 ) .  
after t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 7 ) .  

a l though MEDINA d i d  n o t  g i v e  an order 
, . 

H e  d i d  not say  anyth ing  abou t  It a t  a l l  (pg: 31), 

H e  d i d  n o t  remember BUCHANON b r i n g i r g b e e r  
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kill everyone rad not come from higher authority (pgs. 4, 5, 
30). The oreels fro," above had been ,",erely to kill the enemy 
(pgs. 4, 5, 30). However, HEDINA told the company to take 
this opportunity for revenge and kill everyone (pgs. 4, 5, 
30). The men were to go in shooting all the way (pg. 5). 
Although the operation waS planned to take place at the time 
when most of the women would be at market, BUNNING did not 
recall MEDINA exclueing women and children from the "kill 
everyone"order (pg. 10). BUNNING was under the lmpression 
that MEDINA WaS going beyond the order given him by higher 
headquarters (pg. 5 J. He believed that; most of {:he other 
men had the same understanding of the order he did or they 
would not have gone in shooting ipg. 7). BUNNING was not 
shocked the next day because he saw exactly what he thought 
had been ordered (pg. 7). Some of the men were shocked 

j 

:. I 
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(pgs. 7, 8). The witness understood the "kill everyone" 
order to extend to all the places the company was to go on 
this operation (pg. 6). The company never before had been 
ordered to go into a village and kill everybody (pg. 10). 

h. Other information given out at the briefing. 

B~N!NG Was under the impression that the operation 
wculd last three days and that they were to search and . 
d",stroy everything from Ny Lai to the ocean (pgs. 5, 30); . 
MF:DINII said My Lai would be prepped by artillery before they 
wont in Ipg. 5). Although MEDINA did not give an order .. 
against it, he did not say that raping would be all right 
(1'g. 31). He did not say anything about it at all (pg .31) •. 
At a briefing given by BROOKS, BUCHANON, or HODGES after 
MEDINA's it was explained to BUNNING that the boundary 
between the 1st and 2d platoons would be the center of the 
village (pg9. 6, 56, 57). The third platoon was to follow 
behind setting the village afire and making a body count . 
(pg. 13). Be did not remember BUCHANON bringing beer around 
after the briefing (pg. 7). 

3. ASSAULT ON MY LA!. 

a. Attack on the village of My Lai. 

(1) Adion after insertion. 

''', 

,,-, ,'­

" 

BUNNING came in ontbe second lift (pg • Sal', " .. > .'. 

After the platoon got on line it moved toward the northwelltern.:.' 
part of My Lai (pgs. 12,58) ,They were on the outer edge 
of the village (pg. 58). Five' or sil< men and women in the ... : 
field in front of the platoon were shot individually as the:~ 

" ; 
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p la toon  moved forward (pqs.  13, 1 4 ,  58, 59 ) .  
squad l e a d e r ,  t o l d  BUNNING that  h e  t o o  would have t o  f i r e  a t  
t h e s e  people.  When he  re fused  he  was moved n e x t  t o  
GONZALEZ on t h e  extreme l e f t  f l a n k  of t h e  p l a toon  (pgs. 12, 
1 4 ,  59 ) .  

IIODGES,, h i s  

GONZALEZ, d i d  n o t  do much shoo t ing  (pg. 161. 

( 2 )  A-. 

As t h e  p l a toon  came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  men 
were f i r i n g  a t  eve ry th ing  they  s a w ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  animals  
(pg. 1 5 ) .  Everyone was p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h i s  (pg. 1 6 ) .  
They d i d  n o t  t h e n , n o r  a t  any t i m e  du r ing  $he o p e r a t i o n ,  
rcceive any h o s t i l e  f i r e  (pgs.  1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  
moving through t h e  v i l l a g e  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  between t h e  ages 
of seven and n i n e  came running o u t  of t h e  hedgerow wi th  t h e i r  
hands o u t  y e l l i n g  "chop, chop" which meant t hey  wanted food.  
They were k i l l e d  by t h e  Americans (pgs.14, 5 9 ) .  BUNNING d i d  
no t  know who s h o t  them (pg. 5 9 ) .  He witnessed  t h i s  from a 
d i s t a n c e  of 30 to  40 feet (pg. 5 9 ) .  

As they s t a r t e d  , 

( 3 )  K i l l i n g  of group by SCHIEL's squad. 

BUNNING saw a squad l e a d e r  named SCHIEL a n d .  
f ive or s i x  of h i s  men t a k e  a Vietnamese family of e i g h t  
t o  t e n  from a hootch and shoo t  them wi th  an M-60 and M-16'S 
(pgs.  16 ,  18, 59) . 
and c h i l d r e n  who ranged i n  age between 4 and 50 (pgs.  16, " 

17, 5 9 ) .  
n o t  p u t  up any r e s i s t a n c e  (pq. 1 7 ) .  
people  SCHIEL t o l d  them s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  "I d o n ' t  want t o  do 
it, b u t  I have t o  because w e  were o rde red  t o  do it" (pgs.  1 6 ,  
5 9 ) .  
t h e s e  people  because he  f e l t  he was under o r d e r s  t o  do SO 

The group w a s  composed of men, women, 

These persons  did. n o t  have any.weapons and d i d  
P r i o r  t o  k i l l i . n g  t h e s e  

SCIiIEL w a s  t r y i n g  t o  make r ank ,  and he  probably k l l l e d  

. .  (Pg. 16) - 
( 4 )  Movement through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

I 
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platoon moved forward (pgs. 13,14, 58,59). HODGES, his 
squad leader, told BUNNING tilat he too would have to fire at 
these people. When he refused he was moved next to 
GONZALEZ on the eKtreme left flank of the platoon (pgs. 12, 
14, 59). GONZALEZ, did not do much shooting (pg. 16). 

(2) Actions on entering the village. 

AS the platoon came into thevil1age the men 
were firing at everything they saw, including the animals 
(pg. 15). Everyone was partiCipating in this (pg. 16). 
'rh"y did not then,nor at any time during the operation, 
receive any hostile fire (pgs. 16, 17), As they started 
moving through the village three children between the ages 
of seven and nine came running out of the hedgerow with their 
hands out yelling "chop, chOp· which meant they wanted food. 
They were killed by the Americans (pgs.14, 59). BUNNING did 
not know who shot them (pg. 59). He witnessed this from a 
distance of 30 to 40 feet (pg. 59), 

(3) Killing of group by SCHIE!.'s squad. 

BUNNING saW a squad leader named SCHIEL and, 
five or six of his men take a Vietnamese family of eight 
to ten from a hootch and shoot them with an ~1-60 and M-16's 
(pgs. 16, lB, 59). The group waS composed of men, women, 
and children who ranged in age between 4 . and 50 (pgs. 16, 
17,59), These persons did not have any. weapons and did 
not put up any resistance (pg. 17). Prior to killing these 
people SCHIEL told them several times, "I don't want to do 
it, but I have to because we were ordered to do it" (pgs. 16, 
59). SCHIEL was trying to make rank, and he probably killed 
these people because he felt he was under orders to do so 
(pg. 16). 

(4) Movement through the village. 

,. AS they moved through the village they 
methodical~ killed all· the people and animals they saw 
because this is what they had been told to do (pg. 17). 
The men were under good control from their platoon and squad 
leaders (pg. 15). They did not take the time to search hootches, 
bunkers, and tunnels or to burn the village.since these 
were the jobs of the third platoon (pg8.17, 18). About h 
three-quarters of tile way through the village' they saw a 
young male attempting to escape. BUNNING and HODGES both 
fired at the man, but it was HODGES who brought him down 
(pgs. 9, 60). This was the only time BUNN!NG fired all day 
(pg. 19). 
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m two VC. 

My Lai they 
been sho t  t o  t h e  

Th-. p la toon  , . ' 

t h e y  found two 
milikary-age males dressed  i n  black w i t h  webgear 

of which was a ca rb ine  (pgs. 11, 20 , 2 1 ) .  Af 
these bodies  and r e t r i e v i n g  the  weap3nsl t h e  p la toon  was; 
ordered t o  searck. t h e  v i l l a g e  of Binn Tay (pgS. 1 

' (2) R O S C H E V I T Z  k:il'Xs a group of  Vietnamese. 

A s  t h e  p la toon  moved i..nto the vill 

' 

- 

gathered t h e  people toge the r  . i n t o  a group (pg3 
ROSCHEVITZ, who ,had n o t  had 
)4-79 because 
to t r y  ou t  t h e  e f f e c t  of  h i s  'M-79 on one of these groups.  
(Pgs - 2 2 ,  6 1 ) .  
ch i ld ren  who were s i t t i n g  down and huddled 
2 4 ,  6 1 ) .  
several  rounds a t  these people which k i l l e  
of them (pgs. 2 2 ,  6 1 ) .  
f i n i shed  off by o t h e r  s o l d i e r s ' , w i t h  r i f i e s  (GgS; ,23,:. 6&f ..., 
B U N N I N G  d i d  n o t  know who t h e s e  soldi.ers were ,.(pg., 23) , , ' , , , S  
ROSCHEVITZ was s t and ing  on a s l i g h t  h i l l  bekween t h e  t?itness 
and t h e  Vietnamese, BUNNING'  

heard t h e  rounds go O f f  (pgs.  2 4 ,  2 5 ) .  
BROOKS, BUCHANON, OL' SCIIIEL:-saw t h i s  (pgs. 2 3 ,  25) 

PPort:unitY ' t o  f i re  h i s  
i t  d i d  n o t  wor 11 at close range,  wanted 

T h i s  group was, compo!;ed of 20 me 

A t  a d i s t a n c e  of 80 . t o  100 feet .ROS 

Those,who were.not  k i . l l ed  were ,. 

view of t h e  t a r g e t  was 
obscured (pg. 2 4 ) .  Howeve 

H e  d i d  not  kn? 

( 3 )  Rapes i n  Binh Tay witnessed  by BUNNING. 

B U N N I N G  saw HODGES t a k e  a g i r l  i 
H e  went t o  t h  and rape  h e r  (pgs .  2 6 ,  32, 6 2 ) .  

hootch where t h i s  was t ak ing  p l ace  and was 
the rape  (pg. 3 2 ) .  Perhaps G0NZALE:Z and MA 
.'also (pg. 2 7 ) .  
s o l d i e r s ,  two of  whom may have been DELGADO 
had s imultaneous r e l a t i o n s  wi th  a woman (pgs.  
BUNNING be l i eved  t h a t  t h e .  woman involved was 
raped by HODGES (pg. 2 6 )  made t h e r e  
t h e  v i l l a g e  he saw s e v e r  
wi th  whom they  were f o r c e  e r e l a t ions  

H e  wi tnessed  a second r ape  i n  which ' ' , th ree  

.. , .  

. ,  
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b •• ' Attack on the villi~ge of l3inh~. 

(1) Recovery of ~eapons from two vc. 

When they rea.Chedthe end of My j:'ai they 
received word that two vc with weapon!!, had been shot to the 
north of the village by gunships (pg" 60). Th;! platoon 
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moved to the north and in the rice paddies they found two . 
military-age males dressed in black with webgear and weapons, 
one of which was a carbine (pgs. 11, ;20, 21). After finding" 
these bodies and retrieving the weapons, the platoon Watl ..• 
orilered to searee the village of Einh Tay (pgs. 11, 21, .60)~ 

, "j '";1 ' 

. "";1' ' •• ' 

. (2) ROSCHEVITZ k'i..J:is a group of Vietnamese. "'. ':, 

gathered the p~~pi~e t;~:~~~~~~~d /~~~U~(P;!:l;r,i~~::';' ';:'1 
ROSCHEVITZ I who .had not had an opportunity to fire his .. " ·,"tl 
M-79 because it did not wo.rkwel1 at close range, wanted:' ., 
to tryout the eff~ct of hisM-79 on one of these groups... . ":;,::'~i 
(pgs. 22 I 61). Th~s group was, composed of 20 men, wom'~n,i:uld '.1 J 

children who wer~ sitting down and hUdd.led to.geth. e.r(pgs •. 22 .... ,; ',."'~'I 
24 I 61}. At a dl.stance of 80 to 100 feet ,.RObGHEVITZ fired \ ; ,: . .':\ 
several rounds at these people which ki;ned or wounded. most,;:: i 
of them (pgs. 22 I 61). Those ,.who Were not k'Uled were ,/;;'·:,;'i.!" ' 

I 

finished off by other soldiers with rifles C?gs., 23,. (ilr~.·;"'i 
BUNNING did not know who these soldiers were (pg. 23) •.. Sirice 
ROSCHEVITZ was standing on a slight hill bet"ileen the 'I-"!tness " 
and the Vietnamese. BUNNING's view of the target was,';:"". ' 
obscured (pg. 24). However, he saw ROSCHEVITZ fire.nnd i 

heard the rounds go bff (pgs. 24, 25). He did not. .know"i:, 
BROOKS I BUCHANON, or SCHIEL:~saw this (pgs. 23, 25) ." '. . ~:t',::,'"" 

.,; /' 

" J 

. (3) Rapes in Binh 'ra.y witnessed by BUNNING.;,~, 
. . :.: .~ >,-r·/ 

BUNNING saw HODGES take a girl into ahoot9h~:, ) ,i I 
and rape her (pgs. 26 I 32, 62). He went to the door ofthE{~::" :;, 
hootch where this was taking place and was able to observe ,.; .,'; i 
the rape (pg. 32). Perhaps GONZALEZ and MACBREEN' saw .this· ; ! 
'also (pg. 27). He witnessed a second rape in which 'three, "'1 
soldiers, two of whom may have been DELGADO and RODRIGUEZ, 
had simultaneous relations with a woman (pgs. 26, 27, 62) •. . 
.. BUNNING believed that the, woman inVOlved was the samep~rson 
raped by HODGES (pg. 26) •. :. AS they made there way thrQugh " .' 

.. the village he saw several g~rls grabbed by soldiers,:: . '.:, 
. with .whom they were forced.to have relations (pg. 26)~,:,,;.': 

,,',:X',:<>t':',: .". ~;, 
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;il 
Eo::n (as. 2 8 ) .  

i - - . 7 .  * : 1.. 3 3 ) .  

{pg. 6 2 ) .  
i:\ a l l  he s a w  approximately seven r a p e s ,  sane of which were 
u....- qn,,-a t - ~ y  6’1 Caucasians and some by Spanish Amer.icans (pg. 31) .  
Br’036S would n o t  have t o l e r a t e d  t h i s ,  and thus  it was done 
bellind his back (pg. 3 2 ) .  The wi tnes s  knew noth ing  about ’ . 

a ra=e involv ing  TORRES and JOLLY (pg. 35 ) .  

i n s t ances  t h e  m e n  s h o t  t h e  g i r l s  when they were 
H e  had a good view of these r apes ,  b u t  

%. ,,,,?: .. 3:: clsse as t h a t  in.*.olving HODGES (pg. 3 7 ) .  Even a f t e r  
L. L.?x> x P r r  to  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  came the rap ing  continued 

..i, .... c.y wera o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  he s a w  a couple of rapes  
From t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  o rde r  was given u n t i l  

However, he witnessed these a t  3 d i s t a n c e  (pg. 6 3 ) .  

( 4 )  The o rde r  t o  s t o p  the k i l l i n g .  

A s  they moved through Binh Tay they  k i l l e d  
The o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  platoon 

About halfway through t h e  v i l l a g e  BROOKS received 

everyone they  s a w  (pq. 2 2 ) .  
was n o t  as good i n  Binh Tay as it had been i n  My L a i  
(pg. 2 2 ) .  
an o rde r  from MEDINA t o  s top  t h e  k i l l i n g  (Pgs. 28, 6 2 ) .  
T h i s  o rde r  d i d  n o t  make sense  t o , B U N N I N G  because they had 
k i l l e d  so many people a l r eady .  
had k i l l e d  a l l  the people he thought  they  could g e t  away 
w i t h  (pg. 2 S j .  After tile o rde r  came Lhcy saved through 
t h e  rest d the v i l l a g e  without  k i l l i n g  anyone (pg.. 35). 
They ga thered  up a group of about 30 people and began moving 
them toward My L a i  ( 4 )  (pgs.  3 6 ,  6 2 ) .  
an o rde r  from MEDINA t o  r e t u r n  t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  immediately 
and BROOKS ordered  these people to  be r e l eased  (pgs. 3 6 ,  
6 3 )  .’ 

Perhaps MEIIINA f e l t  t h a t  they 
.. 

The p la toon  received 

( 5 )  Break for  lunch.  
‘ 

Afte r  r e l e a s i n g  t h e s e  people t h e  p la toon  went , 

to t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of My L a i  where they  marr ied up wi th  
t h e  rest of t h e  company and had lunch (pgs.  2 1 ,  37, 6 3 ) .  
IIo saw a burning hootch w i t h  bodies  under it near  t h e  p l ace  

. 

as t .  t o  a graveyard 

, , 

i j" 

I' ; 1, 

Ii 
I ;, , 

iii' 
ill 
: r .,. 
I 

In t:i<f" instances the men shot the girls when they were 
,~",~" (pg. 28). He had a good view of these rapes, but ,'",t ,:IS close as that in'.rol ving HODGES (pg. 37). EVen after 
U;,<' .:>:::,:er to stop the killing came the raping continued 
(~'g. ',CIl). From the point where the order lias given until 
~,;:(':i;' '''$A'''' out of the village he saw a couple of rapes 
(pg. 62). However, he witnessed thesB at 3. distancE> (pg. 63), 
:!:1 all he saw approximately seven rapes, some of which Were 
eO:1e by Caucasians and some by Spanish Americans (pg', 31). 
bf-OOKS would not have tolerated this, and thus it WaS done 
behind his back (pg. 32). The witness knew nothing about 
a rape involving TORRES and JOLLY ,(pg. 35). 

(4) The order to stop ~e killin~. 

As they moved through Binh Tay they killed 
everyone they saw (pg. 22). The organization of the platoon 
was not as good in Binh Tay as it had been in My Lai 
(pg. 22). About halfway through the village BROOKS received 
an order from~mDINA to stop the killing (pgs. 28, 62). 
This order did not make sense to BUNNING b!~cause they had 
killed so many people already. Perhaps MEDINA felt that they 
had killed all the people he thought they could get away 
with (pg. 28). After the ol.der Came they moved through 
the rest a the village without killing anyone (pg. 35). , 
They gathered up a group of about 30 people and began moving 
them toward My Lai (4) (pgs. 36,62). The platoon received 
an order from MEDINA to return to My Lai (4) immediately 
and BROOKS ordered these people to be released (pgs. 36, 
63). 

'(5) Break for lunch. 

After releasing thes~ people the platoon went 
to the northeast corner of My Lai where they married up with 
the rest of the company and had lunch (pgs. 21, 37, 63). 
He saw a burning hootch with bodies under it near the place 
where they ate (pg. 36). He estimated that this took place 
'at 1300 hours (pg. 63). He did not recall seeing any 
helicopters land during ·this tillle(pg. 64). He did not 
get ove,r to the 1st platoon's area, (pg .37) • 

c. Actions following My Lai., 

After lunch the cOffil?anymoved east to a graveyard 
where it joined B/4/3 for the night position (pgs. 39; 64). 
He did not observe any bodies along' the route of march , 
(pg.64). There were a couple of National Police at the 
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VC suspec t s  ., " 

( P P -  39 ,  4 0 ) .  ,. On the  1 7 t h  t h e  company b u r n e d  t h e  v i l l a g e s  
through which it proceeded and  CALLEY's p la toon h i t  a mine 
r e t u r n i n g  from a r.dssion on' a .hill (pg.  4 1 ) .  On t h e  18th  ~ 

two persons h i t  a mine and . ,  were medevac'd (pq. 4 1 ) .  

4 .  . INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

The company was e x t r a c t e d  on thr! 18 th ,  bu.t BU"ING*;. 
did  n o t  recall  HENDERSON a t  LZ Do t t i e  ask ing  ques t ions  a 
t h e  ope ra t ion  (pqs.  4 1 ,  ' 4 2 ) .  
t h e  My L a i  i nc iden t  by anyone (pgs. ~ $ 2 ,  4 4 ) .  MEDINA ' , 

gathered t h e  men toge the r  a t , L Z  Do t t i e  and t o 1  
there  w a s  going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h e  less they  . ' ,  

s a i d  t h e  b e t t e r  it would be (pgs.  4 3 ,  4 4 ) .  H e  t o l d  them n 
t o  w r i t e  home (pg. 5 5 ) .  BERNHARDT threa tened  
congressman, b u t  was warned n o t  t o  do SO (pq. 
no t  t ake  p l ace  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 52).1 I t  would have been 
unwise  f o r  him t o  do so (pg. 5 2 ) .  DUNNING be l ieved  t h a t  
was MEDINA's i n f luence  which kep t  the! men from d i scuss ing  
My Lai  o r  w r i t i n g  hone about it, and. t h a t  it w a s  M E D I N A ' s  
i n f l u e n c e  which kep t  t a l k  from g e t t i n g  around about  it 
(pgs. 54, 5 5 ) .  Except a t  . t he  b r i e f h g  giv,en by MEDlNA,. 

w a s  never t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about  t h e  ope ra t ion  (pg. 441,. 
Ife heard some rumors about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  on ,20 March' 
he was h o s p i t a l i z e d  for  malaria and d i d  n o t  r 
month (pg. 4 2 ) .  

H e  was never quest ioned about 

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Rape i n  C Company. ' ' 

Rape w a s  q u i t e  common i n  C Company 
f i r s t  B U N N I N G  had s topped several people i n  
b u t  h i s  l i f e  was th rea t ened  so he gave up 
it from occur r ing  (pg. 3 3 ) .  BROOKS near1 
BROOKS could no t  c o n t r o l  what t h e  men d i d  i n  
(pg. 3 4 ) .  
no a t tempt  t o  do so (pg. 3 5 ) .  

BUCHANON also t r i e d  t o  s t o p  it, but, HOD 

b.  A t t i t u d e  .toward Vietnamese. - 
Most of t h e  men d i d  no t  cons ider  t 

human, and k i l l i n g  them w a s ' j u s t  l i k e  k i l l i  
(pgs. 4 5 ,  4 6 ) .  One excep t ion  t o  t h i s  was 
GAFOLO who t r i e d  t o  make f r i e n d s  wi th  t h e  
6 6 ) .  , However, t h e  k ind  acts of GAFOLO an 
not  ove r r ide  t h e  bad acts e rest (pg.  4 5 ) .  

(Brakr TNG) 
, . ,  
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\ laager site, but he did not" see them kill any vc suspects 
(pgs. 39, ~O)';. On the 17th the company burned the villages 
through wh~ch ~t proceeded and CALLEY's platoon hit a mine 
returning from a nissionon a hill (pg. 41). On the 18th 
two persons. hit. a mine andweremedevac t d (pg. 41). 

4. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

The company ~Ias extracted on th(\ 18th, bu': BUNNING"·; 
did not recall HEclDERSON at LZ Dottie asking questions about: 
the operation (pgs. 41, '42). He was never questioned about 
the My Lai incident by anyone (pgs. 42, 44). MEDINA 
gathered the men together at, LZ Dotti.::! and told them that . .,. 
there was going to be an investigation and the less they . 
said the better it would be (pgs. 43, 44). He told them not 
to write home (pg. 55). BERNHARDT threatened to write his' 
congressman, but was 'darned not to do so (pg. 52). This did 
not take place at the briefing (pg. 52}.! It would have been 
unwise for him to do so (pg. 52). BUNNING believed that it···· 
was MEDINA t s influence which kept the men from discussing .. ' 
My Lai or writing honeabout it, and. that it was MEDIN~'s . 
influence Which kept talk from getting around about it 
(pgs. 54, 55). Except at the briefing given by MEDINA, h$, 
was never told to keep quiet about the operation (pg. 44). 
He heard some rumors about an investigation, hut onzo March 
he was hospitalized for malaria and did not return for·a 
month (pg. 42). 

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 
, '. . .. 

.'.' . 
a. Rape in C Company. 

Rape was quite common in C Company (pg.33) • At' 
first BUNNING had stopped several people in the act of rape, . 
but his life was threatened so he gave up trying to prevent 
it from occurring (pg. 33) •. BROOKS nearly ended it, but' 
BROOKS could not control what the men did in the field .... 
(pg. 34). BUCHANON also tried to stop it, but HODGES made 
no attempt to do so (pg. 35).. <,' 

- I', .'\"., " . 

b. Attitude.toward Vietnamese. 

Most of the men did not consider the Vietnamese 
human, and killing them was just like killing an old dog 
(pgs. 45,46). One exception to this was a hippie named. 
GAFOLO who tried to make friends with the villagers (pgs .45, , 

.65). ,However I the kind acts of GAFOLO and a few others could 
not override the bad acts of the rf!st (pg. 45),' . . 
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c. Use of marijuana in C Company. 

While marijuana was widely used in t;he company, it 

played no part whatsoever in this operation (pgs. 49, 50). 

, 

d. BUNNINGJs assessment of MEDINA. 

" MEDINA was the best CO," BUNNING had ever seen 

(pgs. 54, 55). MEDINA knew his·job and knEW how to qet . 

things done (pg. 55). He took good care of the men, and he 

never gave anyone a tongue-lashing unless they deserved it 

(pg. 55). C Company was a very rough outfit and it took a 

strong man to command it (pg. 56). 

e. Operations after My Lai'. 

After My Lai the company engaged in search and 

dest.roy missions as it had previously (pg. 49). 

" '", 

,',",., ." j" "'\' ' 

(BUNNING) 
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I MACV Card "Nine ~W~t'wasTssuecrETilsr--"-c-

l'I-2 Rules" . 

.... 

MACV Card "Enemy 
, 

Your ~n 

M-":\ Hands. 

P-l Aerial photo of My Lai 

. 

~-a Miscellaneous Scene 
.' 

• 

'(BUNI1ING) 

card or a card likE 
it. 

66 
I w~t was ~ssuea tn~~ -
or a card like it. 66 
The w~tness was 
oriented on map. 10,1 1 

;:. u 

l-Fosition of LZ. 57 ,.o;~ 

. 
. 

2-I'lace where he '. '; 

s aw--tnreechnaren 
shot: • 59 

3-Place where he 
sa1tl SCHIELS kill .. ' 

group of 10, 60 

4-Place where' two 
VC with weapons 
were found. 60 

5-Place where 
ROSCHEVITZ fired '" 

M-79 into qroup. 61 .. ' 
: .-

6-Place in' Binh ... ' . 

Tay where they re-
deived orde.cs to 
stop killLng 
people. 

8-Place where 
they ate luncn '. 

wit recogn~zea 
MEDINA. . 

I .62 

'. 
I 

. '. 

63. .>; 

d. 

64.· : 
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(MR B W N I N G  w i i s  c a l l e d  as a witn<?ss ,  was sworn, 

w i l l  YOU s ta te  your f u l l  name, ocaupat ion  and , ,, 

Dennis Mart in  BUNNING,  I am a rancher  the reabou t s  

and he  t e s t i f i e d  as fOllOWS:) 

res idence?  

A. 
r a i s i n g  pou l t ry  and chickens.  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(~'he hearing reconvened at 1030 hours, 16 January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The hearing will come to order. 

RCDR: The following named persons are present: HR WEST, 
MAJ ZYCIIOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

The next witm.'ss is Mr. Dennis M. BUNNING. 

(MR BUNNING was called as a witnnss, was sworn, 
and he testified as follows:) 

Will you state your full name, occupation and 
residence? 

A. Dennis Martin BUNNING, I am a rancher thereabouts 
raising poultry and chickens. . 

RCDR: What is your address, please? 

A. Raymond, California. 

MR WEST: Mr. BUNNING, before we get into any' questions, I .• "" 
want to give you some information about the nature and purpose' 
of this inquiry. 

This investigation was directed by the Secretary' 
of the Army and the Chief of Staff, United States Army, for 
the purpose of'determining facts and making findings and 
recommendations concerning: 

. , (1) the adequacy of the prior investigations 
into what is now commonly referred to as the My Lai incident 
of.16 March 1968, and 

. , 
, ,/ (2) the possible suppression or withholding 

I. of, information by any person who had a duty to report and 
f to furnish information concerning this incident. . 
'
i.,'"." -' " '.' .".'-' -., , . _, " , 

- - ,.', ,'0' i, "r\ $ "",' '-', " _ • _,' , 

i. We are not attempting to' inqutre into all aspects 
I: of what happened at My Lai, for example;' we' are not directly 

I
·' conc.erned with the possible crimina~ cjJ.llpability of anybody 

i" ·.,.for the things they did there that day.,that may have been. 

,I· ,~9. .};i~i,W~ii~ii 
I I ···.(BUNNING) 1'" . '" , 
I l \ ;",,~~t;!:{:!-',\:~\:-::\ (L:; 
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e have had mad l a b l e  t.o us and have rcv,.i.cwed 
i n  o the r  i nves t iqn t ions  of 
'you know , w e  have i.1 copy 
C I D  agent .  

ak*n under oa th ,  a verba- 
t i m  t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared and a tape  record ing  is being 

repor t e r -  

c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  however, it is poss ib l e  t h a t  lat '2r on, t h e  test-' 
imony, o r  p a r t s  of i t ,  may become a matter of publ ic  kncw-; , , 

ledge. 

w i t h  Others ,  i nc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  ' 

except as you may be asked or r equ i r ed  t o  do i n  connection ' ,  

w i t h  any admin i s t r a t ive ,  o r  j u d i c i a l ,  or l e g i s l a t i v e  hearing , '  

o r  proceedings. For  example,, t h e r e  is  a subcommittee of t h e  ,:', 

~ o u s e  Armed Serv lces  Committee which is t ak ing  some testimony 
&,out t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  and when w e  ask you no 
it, th i . s  of c0ur:;e d o e s n ' t  apply t o  them, becaus 
an o f f i c i a l  leg i - t imate  reason f o r  i n q u i r i n g  in to  

i n  t h e  case of  United States v. Cal ley?  

A. N o .  

Q. 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  you should not d i scuss  t h o  
t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  which 'might come up l a t e r  
mast ia l  t r i a l  f o r  CALLXY. 
accused w i l l  r e a l l y  ge t  a f a i r  t r i a l . ,  I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you . ,no t  
d i scuss  your testimony wi th  anyone. 
a wi tnes s  f o r  one of t h e  cases t h i s  would no t  
from doing so,  I'm s u r e  you apprec ia t e  t h a t .  

i n  add i t ion  to  the  v i m  no tes  be ing  taken by the 

The  gene ra l  c l a s a i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  w i l l  be 

We r eques t  t h a t  ybu not  d i scuss  you 

" 

1,' 

Have you r e c e i v  d, an o rde r  'from t h e  

I n  case you later r e c e i v e  it, it w i l l  be 

I n  o rde r  t o  he lp  i n  

Should you be asked to,be ., 

When were you d 

4 t h  or t h e  15 th  of 

I 

I 
I 

I • I 
, , 

j 

i 
" 

'I 
i 
! 

j i j 
I I I 
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.~ ~ 
. We have had ,aval.labl", t.O us and have reviewed 

prior officia.l statements obtained in other inv8'3tig1l.tions of 
the My Lui incidem: f . for examl?~~ as 'you know, we have u copy 
of the statement w);uchyou 9'ave 'tne C!D agent. 

"'Your testimony ~ill be takm under oath, a verba­
tim transcript will be prepared and a tape recording is being 
made in addition to the verbatim notes being taken by the 
reporter. 

The general clas3ificatior of our report will be 
confidential, however, it is passib18 that lat,r on, the test-' 
imany I or parts of it, may become a matter af I?Ublic kncw- " 
ledge. 

,-, : 
We request that you not dLscuss your testimony 

with others, including other witnesses in this investigation, ; 
except as you may be asked or required to do in connection ' ' 
with any administrative, or judicial, or legislative hearing 
or proceedings. For example, there is a subcommittee of the , 
House l',rroed Services Committee which is taking some testimony 
about the My Lai incident and.when we ask you not to,discuss 
it, this of CQUr:le doesn't apply to them, because they ha,ve 
an official legi-dmate reason. for inquiring into i.t~ _' ' 

Have you received an order from the military judge 
in the case of united States v. Calley? -;._ 

A. No. 
. "', 

Q. In case you later receive it, it will be an order' 
to the effect that you should not discuss the facts regarding 
the My Lai incident which might come up later in the court~ . 
martial trial for CALLEY. In order to help insure that the. ' , 
accused will really get a fair trial, I request that you not­
discuss your testimony with anyone. Should you be asked to be 
a witness for one of the cases this would not prevent you;," '. 
from doing so, I fm sure you appreciate that. . ;, 

t-1R WEST: For the record, Mr. BUNN ING, were you a me$er of 
the United States Army on 16 March 19681 ., 

A. ' Yes, sir. , 

When were you discharged? 

A. It was either the'14th or the 15th of Janua.ry ,'1969. 
, '; ".,',: ';, ,'i . 

". (BUNNING) 
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Q. 
1968'? 

~~hat Has your grade and assignment on 16 March 

A. I was a PFC, a rifleman. 

Q. And what platoon and so forth? 

A. 2d Platoon, C/l/20. 

Q. At that time was Charlie Company a part of Task 

Force Barker? 

A. Right. 

Q. Mr. BUNNING, when did you first hear of the plan-

ned assault on My Lai (4)? 

A. I believe it was a briefing the day before--was a 

briefing from Captain MEDINA. 

Q. Was this when he got the company together late 

in the afternoon? 

A. At LZ Dottie, right. 

Q. Do you recall a memorial service being held for 

some men of the company at some time before this briefing? 

A. No. 

Q. You remember there had been some men of the company 

hurt, and killed in a minefield. There were two or three men 

killed, I believe. There was a memorial service some time 

before this briefing? 

A. It's possible. 

Q. Some of our witnesses have remembered and some 

haven' t •. 

A. ' It's possible, I was gone':f~r 10 days, I don't 

remember the exact dates now, whether I was in country or riot, 

and I· know during the time I was gone otir company was in a 

minefield incident. So it was during this time, because .they 

told me when I got back that they ,had lost 16 men, 2wbunded 

and a couple killed in the minefield while I was gone. 
"",i 
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W e  have 'evidence t h a t  the company f e l t  very bad 
. ,  

, 

About t h e  loss of the people, axid a l s o  there had 
been a ceremony for t h e  men--a memorial ceremony. 

A. A formal one? 

Q. 
i n  t he  testimony a s  to j u s t  when it occurred. 
it on t h e  same afternpon, a l i t t l e  before  Cap 
b r i e f ing ,  others said, .no,  it was a day, a week-- 

A. (Interposing) Well, I was the re  
i f  it w a s  r e a l  informal, i t ' s  poss ib le  t h a t  
about it, because I d id  not  go .to it myself. . , 

Q. 
company during t h e  b r i e f ing  about the , . ,  next 
a s  b e s t  as  you remember i t ?  

A. As I already s t a t e d  i n ' t h e  CID 
he was t e l l i n g  us,   we^ w a s  goiug on a sear  
t i o n  and t o  that e f f e c t ,  you know, and i n  
and--that we were t o  go i n  the re  and kj.13., you k n m ,  .every-' 
th ing  t h a t ' s  i n  tnere--to be a VC strongllold--being it was 
out  of our normal area of operat ion and c 
operat ion,  t h a t  w e  could go i n  there .  H 
time we was going to go i n  the re  and cle 
because w e  operate r i g h t  across t h e  r 
time, and, " ~ ' v e  l o s t  q u i t e  a few men 
wounded and some k i l l e d  there--like-- 
I, ,,ir,gs -. 
t h e  main por t ion  of t h i s  village--was 
and k i l l  everyone i n  these  v i l l ages .  H 
order  did not come from higher t o  actua 
The order was more or less s t a t e d  to  k i  
t h e  enemy, but he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was, 
revenge thing. This was going t o  be 0 
on the  V i e t  Cong and t h a t  w e  was going 

Q. 
beyond t h e  order of higher-headquarters? 

Yes, they had a chaplain i n  and a g rea t  d i i fe rence  

Can you' t e l l  us what Captai 

. . 

6s u u ~  compa*y waa yoing t o  be 

Did you g e t .  t h e  impression t h a t  he. 
' .  

. .  

A. 
s t a t e d  tha 

(BUNNING) 

t a i n l y  agree it was, 
.t it wasn't t r u l y  d i r e c t e d  exa 
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Q. We have 'evidence that the company felt very had 
" ¥Qut thi.s. 

About th'" loss of 'tho 'people? 

Q. About the loss of the people, evd also the~e had 
been a ceremony for the men--a memorial ceremony. 

A. A formal one? 

Q. Yes, they had a charlain in and a great'dic:ference 
, in the testimony as to just wh(m it occurred. SQme mel\. put ' ' 
it on the same afternpon, a little before Captain MED1:~'s " 
briefing, others said"no, it Was a day, a week-- ' 

A. (Interposing) Well, I was there at that time and 
if it was 
about it, 

real informal, it's possible that I may have forgotten. 
because I did not go to it myself. ,,/' 

Q. 
company 
as best 

Can you tell us what Captain M;;;nINA told t:h~" '".' , 
during the briefing about the next day's ope)~ation'" " 
as you remember it? ' ,,' '; 

~ j 

A. Aa I already stated in the eIn information here--, , 
he was telling us, we, was going on a searoh and dest~oyopera-" ' 
tion and to that effect, .you know, and in this Pinkville area:' 
and--that we wore togo in thore and kill,' youknow,every­
thing that's in there--to be aVC stronghold--being i~wag , ",' 
out of our normal area of operation and ve were'und,'r special ' i 
operation, that we could go in there. He said thia was ,the 
time we was going to go in the:ce and cle'lllup the place" ' 'I 
because we operate right, across the rive'c from them all", the, ' 
time, and, "I've lost quite a few roen there," you' know, 'got i 
wounded and some killed there--like--course, too he said, ," i 
b",ir,gs a,; 0UL cow!,'''''1 Wd5; going to b.. the one to gO through ' ',~'" I 
the main portion of this village--was that we was,goin9to go ',' I 
and kill everyone in these villages. He did state that this 
order did not COIDe from higher to actually kill everyone.,! },', '/ 
The order was more or less stated to kill or take, you know, , , 
the enemy, but he stated that this was, you know, sort of a I 
revenge thing. This was going to be our chance to. get back I 
on the Viet Cong and that we was going to kill t~E!m off, , . 

Q. Did you get the impression that he, was going " ".,/i 
beyond the order of higher'·headquarters? 

Rightto'::~cektainlY agree it was, yes', because he II A. 
stated that it wasn't, truly directed exactly, as this, •. He put, 

(BUNNING) 4. 
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it  i n  so many words, you knoll, t h a t  t he  orders  wcre not d i r e c t -  
l y ,  go i n  and k i l l  everybody, but  they were t o  go in, you 
know, and t h a t  it was going t o  be a f igh t ing  zone, you know, 
because they be l ieve  we w a s  going t o  have opposit ion the re  and 
this--and t h a t  w e  were going t o  go r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  through it, 
you know, shooting all t he  way. 

Q. 
i n  the minefield? 

A. Y e s ,  he said-- 

Q. (Interposing) Would t h i s  have had a bearing on 
t h e  operat ion? 

A. 
it. d i r e c t l y  ox i nd i r ec t l l ' ,  b u t  he d id  say t h a t  due t o  our recent  
1c.sse.q t h a t  w e  w e r e  going t o  g e t  even f o r  these losses  a t  t h i s  

Did he say anything about the men recent ly  k i l l e d  

We:,U, it may--.I d o n ' t  know whether you would c a l l  

vi.llage. " 

Q. 

A. 
a r t i l l e r y  before w e  were t o  go i n  there .  

9. 
on t h e  v i l l a g e  or t he  landing zone, o r  j u s t  where? 

A. 
best knowledge and impression--it was t o  be t h e  whole area.  

Q- ' 

long t h e  operation was t o  l a s t ?  

Did he,  say anything about. a r t i l l e r y  preparation? 

Y e s ,  t he re  was--the place was' t o  be prepped with 

Did he i n d i c a t e  whether t h e  preparat ion would be 

I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  t o  be exact ,  bu t  my 

Did Captain MEDINA'give you any ind ica t ion  how 

Yes, I understand t h a t  

i ' 
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it in so many words, you knml, that the orders were not direct­
ly, go in and kill everybody, but they were to go in, you 
kno\~, and that it was going to be a fighting zone, you knoW', 
because they believe we was going to have opposition there and 
this--and that we Were going to go right straight through it, 
you know, shooting all the I"'Y. 

Q. Did he say anything about the men recently killed 
in the minefield? 

A. Yes, he said--

Q. (Interposing) Would this have had a bearing on 
the operation? 

A. We.11, it may--! don't know W'hether you would call 
it directly or indirectl:\", but he did say that due to our recent: 
l<,sses that W<~ were goin~i to get even for these losses at this 
v5,l1ag6. 

Q. 

A. 
artillery 

D;.d he sa:;, anything about. artillery preparation? 

Yes, there was--the place was'to be prepped with 
before we were to go in there. 

Q. Did he indicate whether the preparation would be 
on the village or the landing zone, or just where? 

A. I really can I t recall that to be exact, but my 
best knowledge and impression--it was to be the whole area. 

Q. Did Captain MEDINA give you any indication how 
long the operation was to last? 

A. The complete operation was' to last--it was a 3-
day operation. It was to start at this My Lai (4), and then 
go all the way to the ocean and work in that area, you know, 
and on the third day' we was to be lifted back out. 

Q. 
search and 
villages? 

Then was it your impression that it was to be 
destroy all the way through,to level all the 

A. This was in the .beginning,' yes, but on the 
second and third day, there was nobody,theTe. 

thi~9Sdidn 't: work out , ,"',i.,' ,Q. Yes, I understand that 
just right. 

(BUNNING) 5 
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Yes, it app l i ed '  t o  everyt.hing, you know, and-- 

( In t e rpos ing )  . I n  the area of opera t ion?  

Y e s ,  t h a t  same Q. 

SO he d i d  b r i e f  you somewhat after 

t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  how d i d  t 
what d i d  they  say? 
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A. 

Q. 

Q. 
places 

A. 

o. 
A. 

O. 
the 
one 

' .. ';/.'. ; 

'leah. 

Was that to apply or just to--

(Interposing) That was the impression. 
, 

I.t didn't just app.ly to 
too? 

Hy Lai (4) but to other 

Yes, it applied to everything, you know, and~~ 

(Interposing) In the area of operation? 

Right. 
, 

A. 

Do you know whether there was to be a meeting of .. ~ 

platoon leaders, platoon sergeants or whether there was, 

after the briefing. ,,: " 

You mean before the operation? :/' , 
" ,.'", , 

Q. Yes, that same evening at LZ Dottie? 
" . , .... , .1 I 

A. Yes sir, I'm quite sure there'wasto myknowledge~ ", / 

because as I recall we got briefed by .either ,the platoon i r 

leaders or sergeants or squad leaders ,or somebody. I We got ' : 

rebriefed that night, or either that night ,or early the next . 

morning. I'm not sure of the. exact times, becllusewe have so' 

many operations, but we were rebriefed and retold of the oper­

ation and in these briefings most it consisted of time o.f 

departure and flights and where you were to be and all 'of this~. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Your platoon leader was Lieutenant BROOKS? 

Right. 

So he did brief you somewhat after--
. ..../ 

A. (Interposing) Well, I don I t know for sure whether ,I 

it was him or Sergeant BUCHANON 0:1:' HODGES, you know , one of 

them, because when we have so m~ny briefings you .know,. you I 
can I t recall--swear which one of them was, but I know tha.t I 
day or that next' morning we were rebriefed by one. of.them~·· 

.-' .,'. . 

Q. What was the~oodof 
the briefing, how did they£eel 

. what did they say?' " 

(BUNNING) 6 
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A. 
or some 
mean? 

You mean were some of them 
wondering whether they should 

ready to go and do it 
do it, is that "hat you 

Q. Did they have the seme understaC1ding of tho orders 

that you had, for example? 

A. I would believe they did. I mean the operat:ion 

wouldn't go off as it did, if they didn't. 

Q. Can you remember anything they sa-id, at the time, 

that indicated this? 

A. Well, nobody made much comment, because you know, 

we was pulling guard and all, and we tried to get as much 

sleep as we can. After the briefing and eating you would 

feel like getting some sleep. So, I am not one to sit up and 

talk. I go to bed. When I get my chance, I sleep. 

Q. 
evenin<;!? 

Did Sergeant BUCHANON bring around some beer that 

A. I don't really know. We have beer rations, you 

know, every so often, but myself, I don't. drink beer and I 

wouldn't have the slightest idea whether he did or no·t.· I 

don ',t say I den I t drink beer, I Ir.c~n to Gay ! 1m net a becr 

drinker. I drink a can now and then. So he mayor he may 

not have brought some around. It's, you get it, you know, . 

supposed to get it every couple of days, K-rations, two or 

three cans per meal or something. 

O. '" Would you say that the men were keyed up for a 

real fight the next day, or--

A. . (Interposing) Well, you know', you've got real 

aggl:essive ones that were out for blood, you know, and you've 

got the ones that are not so mUCh, you know. And there were 

a few that were, I believe--that didn't really think it was 

going to happen the way it did. I mean, I.wasn't especially 

shocked the next day, because I knew this is what they were 

going to do. I mean, that's what they said they were going to 

do. so I expected it. But it looked to me as if ·some of them, 

you know, really--from where I was at--I.can't see very many 

people really. But from the reactions I got, they didn't all 

really expect that this was going to happenat·this scale, this 

large of a scale or this hard, you know •. ' But. I mean there 

was several of them that was, you know, 'what¥ou mi9ht consi­

der anxious to go do something, you know; like this. 
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Q. \1e11, we've had some witnesses in before who said 

that they really didn't understand it this way. 

A. vlell, it's possible that there were some that were 

confused. 

O. They r.adn't expected "'hat happened. 

A. 
when 
they 
that 

Yeah, 'cause it pppeared to me, you know, ,that 

we did get in there. tJat some guy" didn't knuw what' 

were really in-- you know, I mean they didn't realize 

this rea lly was happen;,ng. 

Q. Did you" ever see anyone go right to work? 

A. Yeah, you've always got the aggressive few that 

arc aggressive in one thing or another. 

Q. Going back to the briefing, did Captain MEDINA 

draw a map to indicate the platoon missions? .. ",' 

A. 
formal. 
n't draw 

I believe that if he did at all, it. was real, in- "t 

All this came to the platoon leaders, 'cause he would­

a map. We've all got our maps, you know.' , 

Q. We had ~>ne or tW() witne'sses who said he 'got down 

and he scratch(,d out something in the dirt, I suppose ,outlinin< 

the platoon areas. 
i'>'" 

A. This is possible, but he wouldn' t have'el~~r~t~d 

on i,t or gone to any great length, not that I can recal,l my-, 

self anyhow. Sometimes he has, you Jmow" gone, .;:ome right, ' 

out and really tell the people quite a bit, you know, / cause 

he was good in this way, I mean he generally let you know 

what was'gonna happen. But: most of the real technical fine 

poin'ts of sllowing where "'ere gonna exactly be, as:': reciall" 

came from our platoon briefings, either platoon or squad" ' 

whichever we did get that night. 
" '" i' 

"i,: t 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Mr. BUNNING, what squad wereyou.a'member' of? 

A. First squad. 
,',' 

, 
" 

was? 
, l/: 

Q. Do you recall who your squad leader 
,'co 

A. Sergeant HOD'G);S. 

, 
,,.1 ,;, '. 

Q. I understand that this was your,firstse<t,rch and 

destroy mission. Is this correct? 

(BUNNING) 
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A. 

Q. Y e s .  

A. You mean t h i s  mission was first i n  t h i s  a ioa,  yes ,  
but t h e  f i r s t  mission w e  had of t h e  search and destroy i n  our-- 

Q. (Interposing) Had you been on previous soarch and 
destroy missions p r i o r  t o  t h i s  time. 

A. 

0. 
scarch and c l e a r  a d  search a?d destroy? 
brought up a t  t h i s  b r ie f ing?  

A .  You mean t o  exactly what we were do. 1 don't 
r e c a l l  whether it exact ly  was brought o u t  i n  t h a t  form. 
mean, it may have been questioned, exactly what w e  were t o  do,  
because it was a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  from our normal operat ions,  
being t h a t  MEDINA sa id  t h a t  we're gonna k i l l  everybody i n  
there.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  exact questions t h a t  came up, b u t  
they could have been a question or two, you know, f o r  sone- 
body asking, i n  other words t o  d e f i n i t e l y  confirm t h a t  t h i s '  
is what he wantcd done. 
destroy missions. 
i n  t he  f i e l d  is a search and destroy mission. 

My f i r s t  search  and destroy mission? 

Three months worth of them. 

Did anlbody have a?y questions between t h e  two, 
Was t h i s  question 

I 

D c t  ;;e vent on l o t s  of search and 
That ' s  what they c a l l  every time out  

Q. 
o f  search and destroy and search and c lear?  

Just f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  what is your d e f i n i t i o n  

n, or opera- 
e r e  was 
d destroying. 

Q. A t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  was it b r  
v i l l age r s  would be there? I am r e f e r  
children? 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
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A. My first search and destroy mission? 

Q. Yes. 

A. 'lou mean this mission was first in this area, yes, 
but the first mission We had of the search and destrvy in our--

Q. (Interposing) Had you been on previous s"arch and 
destroy missions prior to this time. 

A. 

Q. 
search and 
bx-ought up 

Three months worth of them. 

Did an)body have a~y question~ between the two, 
clear &nd search a~d destx-oy? Was this question 
at this briefing? 

A. You mean to exactly what we were to do. I don't 
recall whether it exactly was brought. out in that form. I 
mean, it may have been questioned, exactly what we were.to do, 
because it was a little different from our normal operations, 
being that MEDINA said that we're gonnaki11 everybody in 
there. I can't recall the exact questions that oame up, but 
~ley CQuld have been a question or two, you know, forsome-· 
body asking, in other words to dcfini tell' oonfirm that this· 
is what he want~d done. But "'/e t',"cnt On lots: of search and 
destroy missions. That's what they call every time out: 
in the field is a searoh and destroy mission. 

Q. 
of searoh 

Just for olarification, what is your definition 
and destroy and search and clear? 

A. Well, we never had any·different stipulation. We 
never, to my knowledge, nothing was ever considered a search 
and clear mission. Everything was searoh and destroy, and . 
you didn't--to me it didn't mean what it was supposed to mean, 
'cause all we did was go out through there and look in the huts 
and ~ook allover and see if we could find anything and just 
search and all really. And destroy Was to mean anything 
that didn't belong to the Vietnamese, anything that was 
military, we was to destroy, or take back, or report it, 
or anything like this. Clear to my knowledge was always 
smeared together. We didn't say, okay we're going to this 

. village and search and c.lear, and we' rO"90in9 to·c,this village· 
and searoh and destroy. To me it was one ,mission or opera­
tion, was the same as the other one. I. mea:n i"t})ere was .. ,.. ' .. ' 
nothing stipulating the difference of oleatih.g,and destroying •. 

Q. 
villngers 
children? 

. ,,}.,' /,:~"'~'-";;'.." ,';.':, ' " c 
At this briefing was l.t brought,'.put.that the 

(BUNNING) . 
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A. . Well ,this is a:~lg question that when the ell) ... j :1' 
man ~Jas out he tried to press and get definite answers, and. 
I railll? clln' t swear to it, whether he said they will or will : ... 1 II 
not llQ there. I mean most of the women are always gone." They I 
go to market and everything else in the morning, and this j.s ....... ·, .• /1 
common fact. To my knowledge he did not say that the women 1 
and cllildren will be out of the area and we are killing. only .~, '.' I 
men, that is all that is. going to be there. This was not . 
stipulated. He just said we're killing everything in.these 
villages. . I 

fll 
I .1 

MR WEST~ Going back to the search and destroy missions~' 
Had the company ever before had orders to go in and kill 
everybody? . I 

A. No. . 
Q. You had no other occurrences like My Lai then,'.,.' 1 
where a lot of people were killed? " . ., '; 

A. On no large scale, no. There have bee:n missions :"":'- I 
when we're in places I where we were getting shot:. and stuff, 1.1 
and they have killed civilians, or Viet CQngsympathizE!t's.;;: ~,:;I 

Q. I was thinking if you were ever aware that the;li 
company was or had a deliberate plan to <]0 in .and wipeout;"", 
everybody? . ,;' 

No. There never was before. or after,' 'r" ,::1 A. 
. .... .. ... '; ",' I 

Q. Mr. BUNNING, we'll put in front of you an~nla:;t;ge":' " 
ment of an aerial photograph of the little hamlet of My Lai;. 
(4). My Lai (4) and the surrounding area (placingExhibit.1 
P-l before witness). You'll notice the center of the, photogral 
This is the village of My Lai (4) (indicating). You wil-lfinol 
it there on the map. Notice the stream line that comes.arounc 
there like this (indicating). You'll notice. the trailrunnin~1 
south of the center of the village down to 521 that's H:"righi! 
here, see? .. ..; ',' '; .:' i 
A. Right. 

, .. j 

.. .; 'I' : -\ '" 

, Q. And the landing zone is west of the village. Our· 
testimony is that 2d Platoon got on line with the,l;st.which 
was on the left. "" '. 

,'i, 
.j' ,', 

A. Where was the'landing zone at exactly-:,,"',: 
, ,".~:' ~' " '" _, - C'-" \ , ' • 

(Interposinq);rt ,was right in here (lddlbat.:l.ng)i 
paddy. "/c';'>;:: <,~' .' 

, , 

Q. 
the rice 

. (BUNNING) 
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This is west. The photograph is oriented so that this is 

north. The scale is 1 inch equals about 80 meters. Over 

there is the east towards the sea, toward the China Sea. 

A. That looks right. 

Q. 2d Platoon would be on the left; the 1st Platoon 

over here. 

A. Right. 

Q. Does this look familiar to you now? 

A. I was looking for a village or a cut right off 

here (indicating) to the left. 

Q. The platoon moved from My Lai (4) out into the 

field to pick up a couple of VC. 

A. 
with. 

We had moved through here (indicating), to begin 

Q. 
weapons. 

That's right after they went up in here to pickup 

A. Yep. 

Q. Here's the little subhamlet of Binh Tay (indi-

eating), where the platoon came later on • 

A. ' . How far is that in meters? 

Q. That would be about 400 and some. 

A. That's right. Actually, we had gone to here and 

then we back tracked back from here (indicating) and gone 

out in this area right here. Where those two men were shot, 

I believe, was right in this area right here. And from 

,there we went back in that village. . " 

Q. At this stage- we justwarit to get you oriented on 

the map and then we'll go through it." . Does this look famil­

iar to you now? 

"A. Yes. 
(:. ;';,"': 
. I",.:)' '/ ,,',. '_, . 

. ' ~, ' l;1- ' , ) ~ " 

Q. Would you tell us pleas~the~, Mr. BUNNING, what' 

you remember of the (wents that occllrred <lfter you were CA'd. 

l into the landing zone there (indica~,ing)' and got out. of the .. , 1 

; ):,~ "", 

", '.' (DUNNING) 
;.: :. 
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'-;;'·,'A. 

'"a!lel, then 
Well, . firstef 

we moved, up more 
all we were lining-up right here' 

or less on line. 
" "', , 

Q. Would you show us on the photograph just about 

how the platoon li!led up before you moved into the village? 

A. We had the 2d Platoo!l here and we stretched',.' 

just aJ:out from he.ce and I couldn't see the other end, so 

I coulc'n' t say how far 1st Pl"t,oon was to the other end of 

the vi:,lage, but they were to Gover the right flank of the 

villagu and we ,;ere to cover the left flank of the village. 

(Witne'ls marked ttle photograph as he talked.) 

Q. 
extend out 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Initially, did the li!le formed by the 

i!lto t\!'7 rice paddy for a!lydista!lce? 

This rice paddy? (i!ldicating)? 

No, to, the'!lorth, 

This way?,' 

Yes. 

No. We were right 

2d Platoon' 

;,1 

i ' , , 

Q. (InterpOSing) You were facing the' village? 

A. Right and we were right here(i!ldicati~g);on the· 

edge of it .. We were in a little bit of rice pad~y'right here 

because we're !lot up far e!lough--because we had a little bit 

right in front of us here. 

Q. If I remember your prior testimony correctly, ·.you', 

, . 

were over on the left flank. 
, " , ,. 

A. The complete left flank. Right at the beginning,' 

when we were on this line I may have been in be'tweentwo 

or three men. And then as we started to move into the 

village, HODGeS wanted a little more activity out of me, 

and I told him, "I wasn't going to shoot allY of these women 

and kids." Therefore he gave me the complete ,left,flank. 

l'.nd I was completely on the left, which through the 'whole 

operation, was along this little trail (indicating) on,the 

outside of the village and where I would be on, the trail 

and go in and out, like, this a little bit along the, ' 
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v i l l n g e  ( ind ic i l t i ng  a z igzag) .  But through this wholc 
ope ra t ion  except  f o r  maybe t h i s  f i rs t  50  f e e t  o r  100  f e e t  
I was;, o r  a f te r  t h a t ,  I was completely,  on t.he l e f t  f l ank .  

Q. G o  ahead and desc r ibe  then  what happened a f te r  
t h e  2d P la toon  g o t  on l i n e  there .  

A. W e l l ,  ,as I have s a i d  i n  our  o t h e r  s t a t emen t  t h e r e  
from CID t h a t  w e  s t a r t e d  moving, we  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  start ,  every- 
body was on a rough l i n e  and there was some men and women and 
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  any ch i ld ren  a t  t h e  t i m e - -  men and women most- 
l y  was o u t  i n  t h i s  area ( i n d i c a t i n g )  i n  these  f i e l d s  he re .  

Q. 
L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Right.  Right  i n  f r o n t  of us  and some maybe t o  . '  

t he  l e f t  of us  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and so they  j u s t  s t a r t e d  shoot- 
i ng  a t  t h e s e  people, and knocking them over .  

Q. The men of t h e  p la toon?  

A. Right ,  t h e  men of ou r  p l a toon  then ,  and I d o n ' t  
r e a l l y  recall whether ou r  p l a toon  started shoo t ing  f i rs t  o r  
whether 1st Pla toon  ove r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  s t a r t e d  shoot ing  
first. I t  w a s  a l l  about t h e  same t i m e ,  you know,'because 
w e  w a s  a l l  g e t t i n g  up on l i n e  and t h a t  was what t he  p l an  was. 

The f i e ld  r i g h t  i n  t he  north w e s t  corner  o f  My 

After we. got O i l  liiis, yet ready Lo 111oGe through,  we're moving 
, , t h rough  and k i l l i n g  every th ing  i n  f r o n t  of us.  

What w a s  t h e  3d P la toon .  t o .  do? 

The 3d Pla toon  would stay i n  t h e  rear for a whi le  

They were t o  come through 

. ,  

Q. 
A'. 
and then  a f t e r  w e  had gone through' w e r e  fol1owiP.g US, n o t  

. r e a l  c l o s e  though, b u t  behind us.  
and according t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  they  were to  count  bodies  and 

on of count ing bodies .  Do 

Y e s ,  d e f i n i t e l y  was 
the other, b u t  it w a s  

mean tha t ,may  be j u s t  what MEDI 

i' 
I' , 

,I 
ij 
!, ' , 
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ville,ge (indicating a zigzag). But through -Chis whole 
oper<:.tion except for maybe this first 50 feet or 100 feet 
I wa~l, or after that, I was completely, on t:he left flank. 

Q. Go ahead and describe then what happened after 
the 2d Platoon got on line there. 

A. Well, ,as I have said in our other statement there 
from eID that we started moving, we didn't really start, every­
body was on a rough line and there was some men and 'Ilomen and 
I don't believe any children at the time-- men and women most­
ly was out in this area (indicating) in these fields here. 

Q. The field right in the n,orth west corner of My 
Lai (4)? 

A. Right. Right in front of us and some maybe to 
the left of us a little bit, and so they just started shoot­
ing at these people, and knocking them over. 

Q. The men of the platoon( 

A. Right, the men of our platoon then, and I don't 
really recall whether our platoon started shooting first or 
whether 1st Platoon over here (indicating) started shooting 
first. It was all about the same time, you know,'because 
we was all getting up on line and that was what the plan was. 
I,fter we got on line, get ready to move through, we're mO\! ing 
through and killing everything in front of us. 

Q. What was the 3d Platoon to do? 

A'. The 3d Platoon would stay in the rear ,for a while 
. and then after we had gone through were fol10ld,ng us ,not 
,real close though, but behind us. They were to come through 
and according to the briefing they were to count bodies and 
burn'the village. 

"Q. ' 
were to 
this is 
,mission 

You know that we've been told before that they 
burn the village, this seems pretty settled. But 
the first time that we've been fold that they 'had a 
of counting bodies. Do youremerober this ,clearly? 

", ",'.,,:,_ ,;i,";;","/':~':"': 1'>:,\,:-,:,:' "',, "_:",j'i';"::" -",! 

A.' Yes, definitely was cl€illr;,<i"c13nnot say",it was 
',MEDINA or the other, but it wasclea:i:lY,told, at least in 
',a briefing that I was in, that th~y,~w'e,l;'e,to take a body count 
" and, burn the village. They may not'l1a,ve '., been told this , I 

mean that may be just what ~1EDINA tbldthe platoon leaders 
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0. T h i s  could ha  
or Sergeant  BUCHANON-- 

A. ." ( I n t e r p o s i n g ) .  O r  Sergeant  HODGES 
'it was the cha in  of corrmand, you know everyth.ing comes 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  p l ease  go ahead. 

A.  Well a f t e r  everybody s t a r t e d  sho 
vrhen w e  s t a r t e d  moving forward and t h a t  w a s  
as I can recall ,  when HODGES thought. t h a t  I 
shoot ing  as of y e t .  
t o  t h e  l e f t  f laiik and-- 

Q. ( I n t  s r p o s i  
these were V i e t n a m e s e  c 

A. W e l l ,  nobody is a 
h a t e  to ca l l  them c i v i l i a n  

Q. Vietnamese wh re i n  t h e  v i k  

A. They were Vietnamese i n  t h e  v i  
ou r  knowledge af ter  be ing  through t h e  w a  
are VC suppor t e r s .  

Q. What were they ,  men o r  women? 

A. Both, b u t  I d o n ' t  recall  any 
t h i s  f i r s t  i n c i d e n t .  There was p o s s i b l e  
i n i t i a l l y  r i g h t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And 
i n g  through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and as you can see t h i s  first part 
h e r e  i s  n o t  q u i t e  so  heav i ly  dense as la ter  on, and so I could 
see f a i r l y  w e l l  from t h e  l e f t  f l a n k ,  and w e  g o t  i n  maybe ,100. 
yards  o r  so and 3 kids- - I  b e l i e v e  it wa  
you know they  were anywhere from 7 t o  9 y e a r s  o l d ' o r  
something. They came running 
and they had t h e i r  hands ou t  
means they  want food, and some of our  
out  and shot  them down. . And 
I mean, because t h a t  w a s '  
k i l l  everybody as w e  

, 'Q. W e l l ,  when you 

. .  

And he' ass igncd  me to  

' .  

you mean? 
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and whht we were told. " 

o. This could have come then from Lieutenant: ElROOI':S 
or Sergeant BUCHANON--

A. (Interposing)·Or Sergeant HODGES because you know, 
,"it was the chain of command, you know everything comes down. 

Q. All right, please go ahead. 

A. Well after everybody started shooting here, that's' 
~Ihen we started moving forward and that ,vas probably, I think 
as I can recall, when HODGES thought, that I wasn' t.doing . any 
shooting as of yet. And he' assignud me to his leftfJank .or " 
to the left flank and--

Q. (Interposing) How many people were shot initially, 
these were Vietnamese civilians weren't they? 

A. Well, nobody is a oi vil ian in areas like this,. I .' 
hate to call them civilians., 

Q. Vietnamese who were in the village? 

A. 
our 
are 

They were Vietnamese in the village and all of· 
knowledge after being through t,he war I they·· definitely 
VC supporters.' ", .. ' ','./ ' 

'J v !: ~ 

Q. What were they, men or women? 
,; ,; 

A. Both, but I don't recall any children right' at 
this first incident. There was possible five or six killed 
initially right here (indicating). And then we started mov­
ing through the village, and as you can see this fir9t part 
here is not quite so heavily dense as later on, and sol could 
see fairly well from the left flank, and we got in maybe 100 
yards or so and 3 kids--I believe it was 3 come--children. 
you know they were anywhere from 7 to 9 years old or. . . 
something. They came running out through a hedgerow'.' , 
and they had their hands out hollering "chop chop" which 
means they want f~od, and some of our guys here come running 
out and shot them down. ,And then we continued on through. 
I mean, because that was the mission theoretically--was .. to 
kill everybody as we went'through the village. 

Q. Well, ~lhen you say:this stuff going on, what do . 
you mean? " 

. (BUNNING) .. AP~T":'16a I , 

FOR OFFICI~ USE ONLY I 
( 



. .  

A. 
a l l  thc animals. 

Q. 

A. 
havc seen t h e m  twice through t h e  whole th ing ,  where w e  would 
kind of hold  up and make s u r e  t h a t  everyone was s t i l l  on l i n e  
so nobody was--that w e  weren ' t  shoo t ing  each other. 
b e l i e v e  to  my knowledge from what I could see, he s tayed  
w e l l  i n  t h e  middle of ou r  p l a toon  l i ne .  

Q. 

They were shoo t ing  everybody w e  w a s  coming to, and 

Where w a s  L ieu tenan t  BROOKS and Sergeant  BUCHANON? 

I d i d n ' t  have v i s i b l e  s i g h t  of t h e m  here, I may 

And I 

I suppose t h a t  w a s  t o  m'aintain con t ro l .  

anyplace else. 

' pret ty  much l i n e .  

W e l l  he w a s  c o n t r o l l i n g  

shook t h h t  person  there. .  . .  

FOR OFFICIAL 
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A. They were shooting everybody we was coming to, and 
all U,C animals. 

Q. lfuere was Lieutenant BROOKS and Sergeant BUCHANON? 

A. I didn't have visible sight of them here, I may 
hnve socn them twice through the whole thing, where we would 
kind of hold up and make sure that everyone was still on line 
so nobody was--that we weren't shooting each other. And I 
believ~ to my knowledge from what I could see, he stayed 
well in the middle of our platoon line. 

Q. I suppose that was to maintain control. 

A. Yeah, I mean its 
where they generally are, I 
anyplace else. 

normal procedure and that's 
mean I have no idea of them being 

Q. Was the platoon kept under ~ood control during 
this time? 

A. From a platoon-size element? 
have control of his men? " .;' , 

You mean Qid BROOKS 

Q. 
Were the 

Yes, and Sergeant 13UCHANON,/'l.nd Sergeant HODGES. 
men running around on their own, or were they--

. '. '- '~" .' . ' 

A. (In·~;erposJ.ng) No I they: were well··organu:ed or 
controlled under squad size because BROOKS, he can't ~ee 
what I'm doing out here or what this man out here is doing 
(indicating), but through squad leaders and through the 
little radios we have, it was controlled and you can see a 
line as we were moving through here~ .'. You can maintain a 
pretty much line. 

,1 

': I 
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a s  going t o  do anyhow and 
NZALES was r i g h t  nex 
cause I generally wo 
Other than h i m  and I 
eep v i s i b l e  contact 
o n ' t  bel ieve he was 

see h i m  doing much 
Other than tha t ,  most everybody was shooting. ing. 

Q .  
volving SCHIEL and some'other members. What squad was 
in?  

A. SCHIEL was a squad leader ,  and I bel ieve it 
second squad, b u t  I never could keep them s t r a i g h t .  wh 
squads were Which, and I bel ieve it was second,squad, 
he was a squad leader. 

You told the'CID agent about an incident  in- 

Q .  W i l l  you t e l l  us about t ha t ?  

A. W e  was q u i t e  a ways i n  the v i l l a g e ,  I ' m '  not ' '  

r e a l l y  su re  how f a r ,  a t h i r d  of t he  way i n ,  or  something 
l i k e  t h i s .  But he  had not, y e t ,  t o  my knowledge, shot  any- 
body y e t ,  because him.and severa l  other  members of h i s  squad,  
were i n  f r o n t  o f  a p r e t t y  good s i z e  hootch or huts ,  and they 
had maybe e igh t  o r  nine people there.., , ,  Men, women,. and k ids  
and they all--most of them came out  of t h a t  hu t  probably one 
Paurily or g r o u p  tiiere, aria he was the re  nlostly in f ron t ,  an6 
he sa id  t h a t  he d idn ' t  want t o  do it. H e  s a id ,  you know, "I 
don ' t  want t o  do it, b u t  I have t o  because we were ordered t o  
do i t ," and he sa5d t h a t  about twice,  and then he s t a r t e d  ' , ,  

shooting, and so  did everyb0d.y e l s e  i n  a l i t t l e , g r o u p ,  t h e r e  
of f i v e  o r  s i x  men, and they s h o t  those people down. 
was the f irst  time t h a t  SCHIEL had shot  t o  my knowledge.,,' Be- 
cause he was,, well  2 guy that--actual ly  he was, you know, ' 

t ry ing  t o  make rank and t ry ing  t o  do what h e  w a s  supposed t o  
do. And being t h a t  w e  were t o l d  t o  do it, and i n . a  pos i t i on  
where h e  was, h e  couldn ' t  very w e l l  say W e l l  I ' m  not going to 
do it, because, w e l l  p r e t t y  soon he'd 
. leader  pos i t i on ,  and put  h i m  back down a t  t h e  bottom. 
he f i n a l l y  did s t a r t  doing it and t h a t  was the only time 
t h a t  a t  t h e  present  t i m e ,  that. I ever d i d  see him shoot i n t o  ,. 

,", 
' " 

And t h a t ,  
' 

i 
1 

knock him out  of squad. , 
So,  

a bunch of people. , i  

Q. 
h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  .... 

A. 
t o  my knowledge, 

And up t o  t h i s  time had the platoon 

. Well, l a t e r  I heard t h a t  somebody sa id  they dzd, but 
eard of any, or  kn 
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mean, everybody kne'>I what they was going to do anyhow and 
there w"re--well I think that GONZALES was right next to 
me, if not he was: right over--because I generally worked 

'right next to him, or with him. Other than him and I it's 
possibl·,--you know ,I couldn' t J<eep visible contact with 
everyon3 else all,the time. I don' t believe he was doing 
much shooting, atieast, I didn' t see him (loing much shoot­
ing. Other than that, most everybody was shooting. 

Q. 
volving 
in? 

You told the'CID agent about an incident in­
SCHIEL and some other members. What squad was S,CHIEL 

A. 
second 
squads 
he was 

Q. 

SCHIEL was a squad leader, and I believe its 
squad, but I never could keep them straight. which:: 
were which, and I believe it was second squad, but: 
a squad leader. 

Will you tell us about that? 

A. We was quite a ways in the village, I'm not 
really sure how far, a third Of the way in, or something 
like this. But he had not yet, to my knowledge. ,shot any ... 
body yet, because him ,and several other members of his squad, 
were in front of a pretty good size hootch or huts, and they 
had maybe eight or nine people there." Men, women" and kids 
and they all--most of them came out of that hut probably one 
fatt1ily o:c gl.'OUf! the.ce, and he was there nlostly, in front, and 
he said that he didn't want to dO it. ' He said, you know, "I 
don't want to do it, but I have to because we were ordered to 
do it," and he said that ab01.1t twice, and then he started , 
shooting, and so did everybody else in a little, group, there 
of five or six men, and they shot those people down. And that 
was the first time that SCHIEL had shot to my knowledge. Be­
cause he "as. well e. guy that--actually he \qas, you know, 
trying to make rank and trying to do what he WaS supposed to 
do. And being that we were told to do it. and in:a posit.ion 
where he was, he couldn't very well say well I'm not going to 
do it, because, well pretty soon he'd knock him out of squad, 
,leader position, and put him back down at the bottom. So, 
he finally did start doing it and that was the only time 
that at the present time, thai: I ever did see him shoot into 
a bunch of people. 

Q. And up to this time had the platoon received any 
hostile fire? ',-' 

A. . Well, later I heard that somebody said they did, but 
to my knowledge, I never heard of any, or knew of any during the 

16 
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Q. These people that SCHIEL and his men shot, did they 
put up any resistance? 

A .  No, nobody put up any resistance, except for one 
that I saw run, I wouldn't really call it resistance, but 
other than that nobody put up any resistance. They'd just 
stand there. 

Q. Did they have weapons? 

No, none of them in the village--the two that we 

a weapon. 

Q. Now this group of people, how many were there? 

This was no particular incident really, 1,mean 
that it was going on all the time, but that was the time that . '  

" I  get the impression t 

I 
I" 'I, . , . 
r 
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whole operation. 

Q. These people that SCHIEL and his mEm shot, did they 
put up any resistance? 

A. No, nobody put up any resistance, except for one 
that I saw run, I wouldn't really call it resistance, but 
other than that nobody put up any resistance. They'd just 
stand there. 

Q. Did they have weapons? 

A. No, none of them in the village--t.he two that we 
went out to check that the helicopte~ shot down, they both had 
a weapon. 

Q. Now this group of people, how many were there? 

A. In this group where SCHIEL was, anywhere from 8 
to 10, 8, or 9, or 10 people. 

Q. And what were their ages and sexes? 

A. Well, anywhere from 4, 5 years old to 50 or 
60 years old and every sex, male, female and kids. 

Q. A little later ori I'll ask 'you to get w~t~Major 
ZYCHOWSKI and mark a photograph like .this and locateapprox~' 
imately where this group was as well as the other important 
point that you mentioned. But, we won't stop for that now. 
Could you tell us then, what happened after this particular 
incident, after the platoon moved along? 

A. This was no particular .incident really, I.mean 
that it was going on all the time, but that was the time that 
I noted that SCHIEL did start shooting right there. We just 
.kept on moving through the village, and more of the same. I.' 
mean they was shooting all the people that were there to. be 
shot, and the animals. . . 

Q.'. .' I get the impression that.·th*Y'wE~re just:1l\~tb,odi7 
cally killing everything they came' to,': evary person; i every. 

animal--. . ... , .. ,.: . . ·:::,h"\iglii:M9f::'~'" ....... ' . " •.. /:~:";,,;: .. h. ....i 

·A.. .. (Interposing) That's ·what:. ,~.e ".w.ere told ,.and that's';'" 

. wha tthey were doing : .... ~? .'·7.;:~:i~!;iiJ;;i~,t::f;'i~/ . .:.;>, 
. Q. '. They didn't take time :·;.to:}l:l,urA·q,nyth~ng? ••.... ,.,: .... ,;: 
, :",' . f,~,::~-~t~~{Jr:\:~;::~3f~~~;>{_->~ , -- ' .. . t)\~,.,>"J- ',(, 

J A~ No~' we' did not. in this,::Y:;l:llage;;'1!i'_~._wen t :dgh~. , ......... . 

I 
:(BUNNn~G)" '. 17 ,;·~::,i'li1·.T~f\;:'· :-,':;;~';'f:'::1:~8"" 

,i. . FOR' O;~iCIAL USEJ':~~f~; , :. 
: ~,\-{ ';'i,; :'.,,;,/' - '.\ ," ' ',,,,,, e' 

~. 

f
A 

i.'.fI~ ~. ",' , 

' ... ,' ...... " ... . 

: ,"'. 
, ,~: , 
, ',. ". 

, '" 
.1; 
,1: " 
I' 

. 
1'.),_,' , 

.\ 



y take time to search the 

. , ; ,  

. ,  

Yeah, would be assigned to carry a.machineg 
being it wasn't our squad I don't know. In fact durh 

11 the time with 

' .  Are you sure? time the 1st 

The 1st Platoon 
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straight through it, because we were not supposed to, be­
cause tha other. was to come. through and do all the burning~ 
so to my knowledge-- . '., ...... .. . 

Q. (Interposing) Did'they take time to search the 
hootches, bunkers and tunnels and that kind of thing? 

A. Not really. 

Q. Or was it a pretty fast moving operation? 

A. It was relatively fast and anyplace there we '. 
suspectnd ,·or any wing, you k~ow, we were heavily loaded . with" 
grenade:.;, any thin;; we suspec1!ed or bunkers most every bunker' ,', 
or anything, a grenade was thrown in. So to be sure that·., :: 
there was nObody left to pop up and start shooting us from 
behind, or ~tart shooting the other people. 

Q. 
killed, 
ployed? 

Going back to SCHIEL and this little group they 
what was used to kill. them, ,.;'hat weapons·. wer~ em~,\';, i: 

A. Most everybody that was shooting had M-16's 
cept for one M-60 machinegun .. that was used.', '). . , 

Q. Do you remember who was using the 'M-60? ." 

A. No, I don't, because later on we hadspec!al ma-:, 
chinegun groups attached to certain squads, but at this' time 
we really didn't, we just had machineguns, you know.and~-" 

I 
• I 

I " ,; i 
i , I 

(Interposing) And maybe a fire team in the squad? , 'I . Q. 
, . , - , ~ ~ ~, 

. _ "',. /,r.;,,:',,:::n-': 

A. Yeah, would be assigned to carry amachin€!gun,randc/ 

being it wasn't our squad I don't know. In fact duril19'this . 
operation I don't even think our squad had an M-60. :~F .' i. 

'" ' ,'. , .',' '-f.. ·l. 

Q. 
time?' 

How many squads were in the 2d Platoon ,at 

;j ",'" I,," _.- " .~ 

, A •. ' We operated almost all . the time wi thfourl>quadS:, ,', ; , 
and there was four 'there. 

Q. Are you sure? At. this .time the 1st Platoon only. 
J ' ,,-_, 

had two squads. 

A. The 1st 
let's see--

(BUNNING) 

"',v'r,:"~:, ~:~::,-' 

Platoon?;}}duse 
• --;' ~ '"-1'.c', 
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them. 
squad l eade r  later,  I d o n ' t  know i f  he, w a s  squad l e a d e r  then .  

B u t  w e  had a--we had SCHIEL,'I d o n ' t  know LACROIX w a s  

Q. Do you remember see ing  G4RZA t h a t  day? 

A .  I c a n ' t  swear t h a t  I remember see ing  him for de- 
f i n i t e ,  I b e l i e v e  he w a s  t h e r e .  
any p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g ,  t o  make m e  remember he w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  
there. 

I mean, I had. no con tac t ,  or 

H e  was oux medic, I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  h e  w a s  t h e r e .  

. . :  
A. 
po in t ,  c l o s e  t o  th ree -qua r t e r s  of  t h e  way through,  somebody 
holleired t h a t  t h e r e  was somebody ranning off t o  t h e  lef t .  
And t h i s  was a t  a t i m e ,  when I had j u s t  walked i n t o  a hedge- 
r o w ,  and I w a s  walking completely on t h e  l e f t .  
p l -e te  v i s i b i l i t y  so when they  h o l l e r e d ,  Sergeant  HODGES and 
I r an  out t o  t h e  o u t s i d e ,  so w e  could see. 
1 0 0  meters away o r  t he reabou t s  w e  s a w  a man, a young man, a t  ,,, 
least  he  appeared t o  b e  young, i n  t h e  twen t i e s  or something, 
running away from us.  And HODGES s ta r ted  shoo t ing  a t  him, ' ' 

and h o l l e r e d  €or  m e  t o  shoot  a t  h i m  and g e t  him. I pu t  my 
gun on automatic  and I s h o t  a whole c l i p  a t  h i m .  While I 'did 
a l l  t h e  brass went i n  HODGES' f ace  and he c o u l d n ' t  shoot  any more, 
and I missed t h e  guy and then  HODGES, he drew a good bead t h e  
next  t i m e  and knocked h i m  down, and then  w e  went on back i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and cont inued on. 

W e l l , .  we continued moving through and then  a t  a 

, 

I had corn- 

And approximately 

.. 
: 
I 

J. 

I ' ,  

D i d  t h e  p la toon  move a 
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Q. 
i squad 
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(Interposing) Were you 'counting the weapons 
w~en you said four? 

I A. Right. 'but the \~eapons squad' it '5 more or less--

I later on I know weapons sqQad had a machinegun attached to 
them. But we had a--we had SCHIEL,' I don't k!1oW LACROIX was 
squad leader later, I don't know if he was squad leader then. 
To my knowledge, I'm almost sure we was organi4ed in four 
squads. Its possible that they may call it only three squads, 
being machineguns are shoved into a squad. 

Q. Do you remember seeing ~~RZA that day? 

A. I can't swear that I remember seeing him for de-
finite, I believe he was there. I mean, I had no contact, or 
any particular thing, to make me remember he was definitely 
there. He was our medic, I'm quite sure he was there. 

Q. Will you please continu€iwith the platoon ~s they 
moved through My Lai (4). 

A. Well, we continued moving through and then at a 
point, close to three-quarters of t;he way through, somebody 
hollered that tbere was somebody r,mning off to' the left. 
And tilis was at a time, when I had just walked into a hedge­
row, and I was ",alking completely on ,the left. I had 'com­
plete visibility so when they hollered, Sergeant HODGES and 
I ran out to the outside, so we could see. And approximately 
100 meters away or there,~outs we saw a man, a young man, at 
least he appeared to be young, in the twenties or something, 
running away from us. And HODGES started shooting at him, 
and hollered for me to shoot at him and get him. I put my 
gun on automatic and I shot a whole clip at him. While I 'did 
all the brass went in HODGES' face and he couldn't shoot any more, , 
and I mis sed the guy and then HODGES,.· he drew a good bead the 
next time and knocked him down, and then we went on back in 
the village and continued on. 

And that was the only time I shot at anybody other 
than animals. I shot some animals, but I do that at home all 
the time anyhow, that wasn't anythinif that I didn't believe 
was morally right or wrong. But that:tight there was the 

'only time I shot at any person and'I:;missed him, because he 
was still running good when I was through shooting • 

'.': '""::·:~i'-~»:~',, ' 
Q. Did the platoon move all,j,,;th~ .,way throug1) killing . 

:::::::~ they came across? 19"':~}f;{'(;??'AP:P ~-168 
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A. ' 'R igh t ,  and we , a t  l ea s t  I stopped, being 
I was on the l e f t  f l ank ,  cause see,  I run o l t  oi v i l  
foro anybody else dons.  ,And stoppecl i n  t h i s  area soiiie- 

r i g h t  here ( ind ica t ing  and e=rybody e l s e  goes t o  
tfw and, o f .  the v i l l a g e .  And 
f ac t ,  it may have been even j u s t  be fo re  we g o t  to  the end of' 
the v i l l a g e ,  or the end of the tree- 1in.e here, ( i n d i  
there w a s n ' t  v e r y  much v i l l a g e  a t  t he  end t h a t  I rec 
they  s a i d  t h a t  the h e l i c o p t e r s  had knocked down t w o  guys ove r  
here ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  w i t h  weapons so we-- as soon as we made t h e  ', 

the end of the v i l l a g e  w e  made su re  we made the end, w e  moved 
r i g h t  on over t o  check those  Out. 

ya rds  where the  bodies  were ,said t o  ,be,  and I always ' walk 'point  
That's where I ' m  a t ,  r i g h t  o u t . i n  f r o n t  i n ,  you know,' .not, a 
l i n e  bu t  a f i l e  formation,  and they were rad io ing  , f rom ' the  
gunships t e l l i n g  us where these bodies  were. 
kep t  going t h a t  way, and yo 

' ' high,  and you c a n ' t  see too 

And so, we j u s t  
know, t h e  r ice is three, 'foot 
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A. l Right, and We '~tbpp~d, at least I 3tofJped, b~:tng: ", 
X VIOlS on the left flank, cause see, I run out of village be-" 
foro :lnybody else does. ,And ,I stopped in this ar<?,,, s()mo~ 
pl;:'1ca right here (indicating)rand e'lerybody else goe::; to 
the and, of the village. And then, right at that time, or in 
f;Jet, it may have. been even just before we got to the end of', 
tho villzl<i1e, or the end of the tree line here, (indicating), 
there wasn 1 t ver:! much village at the end that I recall-- " 
they said that the helicopters had knocked dOHn b~o guys over 
here (indicating), with weapons so ";e-- as soon as we made the' 
the end of the village we made sure we made t:le end I we moved 
right on over to check those out. 

Q. That's to the no+th. out in the rice paddy there 
(indicating)? 

A. 
to my 
up to 

1970. ) 

1970.) 

10: 

Right, it was to the north and 200, 300 meters out, , 
knOWledge. It was quite a ways, it could have even been 
300, 400 meters out. 

", , 

(The hearing recessed at 1117 hours, 16 Jan.uary, 
. ',",;.4., '\ 

.-,'. ' 

(The hearing reconvened at 1135, hours, ,16 January , ' 

The hearing will come 'to order. ': 
.~ -, 

RCDR: The follo1ving persons are present: LTG PEERS}' 
MR WEST, MR MACeRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI 
and MAJ COOP. 

Mr. BUNNING you are reminded that 'yOU are under oath. 

MR i-lEST: At the time we recessed, Mr. BUNNING,Xbelieve.;, 
you were discussing the mission of the platoon, which \1asto 
move out into rice paddy to the north and possibly recover 
the weapons of two VC that had been killed by gunships. Would 
you go ahead and tell us what the platoon did?, 

A. We went out towardsfhe north in thedirection'to-
lNards where the bodies were, said to be, and I always 'walk point I 
That I s where I ' m at, right out, in front in, you know, ,not a 
line but a file formation, and they were radioing ,from' the I 
gunships telling us where these bodies were.' And so, we j~st 
kept going that way, and you know, the rice is three, foot II 

high, and you can 1 t see too good I and the gunships kept I 
circling around I and dropped a couple smoke grenades po:i.nting I 

, the place. And I saw exactly from where the smoke grenades I 



m x o ,  where t h e  bodies  were, so f i n a l l y  we made it t o  where ,  
t-ha bod ies ,  and each one of them had a weapon which--I d o n ' t  
know exac t ly  what kind of weapon. 
have been a c a r b i n e ,  bu?. the o t h e r  one was n o t ,  and they 
were bo th  i n  p r e t t y  good o r d e r ,  and a l o t  of weapons we 
kep t  a r e n ' t  i n  t o o  good a shape, bu t  t hese  were i n  
good shape. From there-- 

I th ink  one of t h e m  may 

p r e t t y  

A. You .nean how o ld?  

Men, women? 

young men. 

Yeah, they  d id .  .One of 

( In t e rpos ing )  To the n or northwest 

beings our o r i g i n a l  orders w e r e  t o  

r'OROl!'!,'ICIAL USE)· qrn,¥ 

",ero,where the bodies were, so finally we made it to where. 
tile bodies, and each one of them had a weapon whlch--I don't 
know exactly what kind of weapon. I tilink one of them may 
have been a carbine, bu:-, the otherbne was not, and they 
were both in pretty good order, and a lot of weapons we 
kept aren't in too good a shape, but tilese were in pretty 
good shape. From there--· 

Q. 

A. ' 

Q., 

A. 
.to be 

(Interposing) What were the VC? 

You cllean how e.ld? 

Men, women? 

Well, they were both men and were--both appeared 
military age,· you know like 20 or .21 years old; Just., 
men. ' '>\,\J young 

-, ," :,:~, 
'., ',j; j - ;;~, 

Q. Flow were they dresSed?· Any web equipment or .' . 
uniform at all? . " 

" 

. A. Yeah, they did • One of ' them had something that 
was, I believe it was even a pistol belt, you know, with a 
couple clips of ammo on it, and no big military packs or·ahy­
thing like this~ And I believe one of them was carrying a 
li'ttle bit of rice. And they wore just plain black. like all 
the· other people dress.· . 

Q. Go ahead and tell us what the platoon did next~ 
.\, -. , 

'. A., From there we--being they definitely came out of 
this village, which was right directly, which would be back 
to the left, which is--

'. -,' 

.' 0 •. (Interposing) To the north or northwest? 

A. From where the people were lying it wduld, be.h ., . 
, back'. to the west, and sa beings theY,came out of that village, 
;.. , .• we \-lere told to go on into the village and check out that 
, ,.' village, which according to tilemap·\and. things he:t'i;lappears 
i ·to be this village here, because it¥1Clsa fairly good she·' . 

... "village . (indicating Binh 'Tay, sul1hamletnorth of· the north-
. , west corner of My Lai (4»). Well,' we moved into ·there,' and . , . 

. beings our original orders were to ki.ll . everybody in our opera:" 
tien, they continued--I mean especiailybeing that we'd just ' 
got,· you know, two enemy out of this:Nilla~Je. They defini te:­
ly had just come running out of this.·.vHlage and these other 

;! 

i 

I 
i 

; 

people that were still back here',.were'~i.YoU: know, they knew., .. 
'they had juet come out, because th6l,Yc.ome,<right out of ,it. 

o -, , 1-',". '- --, - --ic. -- ~ : , 

"(llUlmlt-lG) 21 .. ",;:;,.;' 
'."". ,-, ' 
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so w e  continued and s t a r t e d  
ing  everybody t h a t  w a s  there. 

Q. of people who w e r e  assemb there. DO you remember 

A. " '  Yes, w e  weren f a r  i n  the v i l l a g e ,  
r e a l l y  hard t o  say t h e  exact f i g u r e  o n  i t ,  you know, there 
w a s  q u i t e  a few people ,  around 20 ,  or i n  t h a t  neighb 
of people t h a t  were grouped toge the r  and-- 

Q. 
platoon? 

go through t h i s  v i l . l ag  

You t o l d  t h e  CID,. agent  w1ia.t happened t o  a group , , 

( In t e rpos ing )  They'd been gathere6. up by 

A. W e l l ,  n o t  rea l1y"by t h e  p la toon ,  because when we 
g o t  i n  he re  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  no th ing  w a s  nea r  as w e l l  organ 
ed as when w e  wen t  through t h e  first. v i l l a g e .  
p a r t i c u l a r  formation any more, a t  l eas t  that  I saw. 
s t i l l  p r e t t y  well on t h e  l e f t ,  our first squad was, 
b u t  people were p r e t t y  w e l l  m i l l i n g  around. And w e  weren' 
going through t h i s  v i l l a g e ' a s  dead f a s t ,  you know, I mean,,, 
w e  w a s  t e a r i n g  up t h e  hootches and were l o o k i n q , f o r ' s t u f f ,  
be ing  w e  j u s t  got t w o  guys come r i g h t  Out of t h e r e .  We.,kn 
w e  had something going here,  at least  t 

and t e a r i n g  a p a r t  hootches and a l l ,  and se 
know, 2 or  3 h u t s ,  he re  probably ( i n d i c a t i  
o r  t he reabou t s ,  you know, p u t  them a l l  
t hen  one guy, he h a d n ' t  had. much p r a c t  
a 7 9 ,  be ing  7 9 ' s  d o n ' t  work good a t  poin t -b l  
t h a t ' s  what most a l l  ou r  f i g h t i n g  w a s  i n  t h  
So he  g o t  back and s h o t  a few rounds i n t o  
ple ,  which would wound most of them, and k 

Nobody had. 

B u t  anyhow as  w 

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  An M-79, t h a t ' s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
r i f l e  grenade-- 

' s  and M-79'g 

This  is t h e  on normally refer t 
llimeter grenade. 
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So we cont:i.n'lled and started to go through this village 1<111':­
ing everybody that was there. 

Q. You told the ell), agent what happened to a group '. 
of people who were assembled .there. Do you remember that? 

',- / ' 

A. . Yes, we weren't very far in the village, and it's 
re<\lly hard to say the exact figure on it, you know, there 
was quite a few people, around 20, or in that neighborhood,:. 
of people that were grouped together and--

:1 
f 

Q. 
platoon? 

(:Interposing) They'd been gathereCl. up by the",' 

A. . Well, not really "by the platoon, because when we" ::11 
got in here in this village, nothing was near as well Qrganii':'. ;1 
ed as when we went through the first village. Nobody had a'" " 'f! 
particular formation any more, at least that I saw. We were 
still pretty well on the left, our first squad was, you knClwi, 
but people were pretty well milling around. And we weren't; . 
going through this village' as .dead fast, you know,! mean, 
we was tearing up the hootches and were looking. for.' stuff, . 
being we just got two guys come right out of there. Wekne"!: 
we had something going here~at least thought we did.,.. ' '., :1' ',,<, : 

But anyhow as wewere':'-some of us were searching":; 
and tearing apart hootches and all, and several men got, you., . 
know, 2 or 3 huts, here probably (indicating) 20 people' 
or thereabouts, you know, put them all in one group. ,And. 
then one guy, he hadn't had. much practice or chance' to shoo't 
a 79, being 79's don't work good at point-blank range, andi 
that's what most all our fighting was in this area, you know.' 
So he got back and shot a few rounds into this group of peo­
ple, which would wound most of them, and kill a few of them--. 

'0 ,~ 

Q. (Interposing) An M-79, that's substantially a" 
rifle grenade-- . ~':., . 

A. 
. , 

(Interposing) Right, it's and M-79gre!ladelaunch~ 
er which shoots a small grenade. 

'.,' 
, .,., " 

10: 
". millimeter 

refer to asa. 40 This is the one you normally 
grenade. . .. ,i', . " .." 

A. Right, that's'.what'it's considered, they have. them . 
. also on the gunships, but:.:they' re a little different, ~because . 
. they got more powder in them.\,'They got a better·5IunuP·Xthere 
·to hold. them and-- .." ' ... ", . 
.. '. " 

. (BUNNING) <'~~(:.:.: ., 
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~ Q- ( In t e rpos ing )  Who f t h e  M-79? 

ROSCHEVITZ, and then !  a f t e r  he s h o t ,  I d o n ' t  know 
t h e  exact amount, he  shoc a couhle  rounds,  o r  t h r e e  rounds,  
o r  something i n t o  t h e  groLp, t h  n everybody t h a t  w a s  s tand-  
ing  r i g h t  around there, t h a t  wa t grouping t h e s e  people  to-  
gether--  s e v e r a l  men went aheadi and f i n i s h e d  k i l l i n g  every- 
body the re .  
climbed up on a l i t t l e  hi2.1 t h e r e  t o  shoot at: these people 
so he could g e t  h i s  r i g h t  range and where he wanted it-- 

I 
! A. 

I r e a l l y - - a l l  I no t i ced  w a s  how ROSCHEVITZ 

A. 
because as w e  s t a r t e d  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  be ings  w e  come from t h i s  
s i d e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  he  p r e t t y  w e l l  s t ayed  t o  the r ight-hand 
s i d e  a t  f i r s t  and worked across, t o  my knowledge. 
people  were ga the red  probably,  r i g h t  over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
because w e  worked t o  get  over  on the  l e f t  f l ank  aga in ,  and 
I b e l i e v e ,  some of them were our squad t h a t  w e r e  i n  on it, 
a n d ' t h e n  t h e r e  were some from t h e  squad nex t  t o  US, and-- 

( In t e rpos ing )  

I b e l i e v e  he was f u r t h e r ,  a l r eady  p a s t  these people 

And t h e s e  

That would have been SCHIEL'S squad? 

l ages ,  and hootches,  and s t u f f ,  no 
But  anyhow, I d o n ' t  t o  my knowled 
BROOKS or Sergeant  BUCHANON ox t 

I,. 

, 
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Q. (Interposing) Who the M-79? 

A. ROSCHEVITZ,and then: after he shot, I don't know 
the exact amount, he sho~ a couple rounds, or three rounds, 
or something into the gro~p, th~n everybody that was stand­
ing right around there, that wap grouping these people to­
gether-- several men went ahead and finished killing every­
body there. I really--all I noticed was how ROSCHEVITZ 
climbed up on a little hi:,l theree to shoot at: these people 
so he could get his right range and where he wanted it--

Q. (Interposing) ,fuo was this? 

A. ROSCHEVITZ, wich the 79, but I dO.ll' t know really 
who--some of the other guys we:r;:e at,anding around there, but 
I was over a little further away, 90in9 through some hootches 
",hile--when they finished shooting all them people of f. 

I • 

Q. So you don't know who finished them off •. 

A. No, but they were some members of our platoon, 
I don't know which squad. 

Q. Where was Lieutenant BROOKS at that time? 

A. I believe he was further, already past these people 
because as we started in this village, beings we come from this 
side (indicating), he pretty well stayed to the right-hand 
side at first and worked across, .to my knowledge. And .these 
people were gathered probably, right over here (indicating) 
because we worked to get over on the left flank again, and 
I believe, some of them were our squad that were in on it, 
and then there were some from the squad next to us, and--

Q. (Interposing) That would have been SCHIEL's squad? 

A.' r'm not su~e now whetheri t is or not in this for-
::;; mation, because I know we was still on the left and at the 
,.time 1'm not sure whether SCHIEL was there or not. But there 
,'f ,was members, maybe even a third squad there too I because! I', mean, When you go in there and people;'are going throughvil';';' .. , 
i' 'lages, and hootches, and stuff I nopody.:;stays exactly perfect. 
IF' . But anyhow, I don't to my knowledge,~\;'JmQw:wl;letherLieutenant .. 
\: •. BROOKS or Sergeant BUCHANON or theheadqllciiters section vis- . 
1 ibly. saw this or not'!j,5{:)I~IA'~t~/' ..• ' 

i : •• , Q. I was going to ask youal;>q'ijt,/A:h:lrgeant BifcFiAN6N~ 

,'~:,i:!;r:~~~~1r"t:~ . ',',"..' ,,; 
",23 ··,AP·PT··H8 
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(BUNNING) . , 
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ally, you kn 
n in either company- 
gether, you know; , '  

o you reme ,, hd was Lieutenan 
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A. Well, Sergeant BUCHANON generally I you kno\~, and; ,; 
the med:Lc-- this here l1ead!;i,uqrterssection in ei ther company- , 
size, 01: platoon-size, generally' stays together, you know, " 
I mean you've got the RTO,and, the platoon leader and plutoon' 
sergeant:. and then the medic, ,which is generally in this little, 

, {,;. 

group. . ;: .... >".. ,:_: -:,:,,'.: ... , :,'.:;:i3i;/}{"'::,~k~~,",- , .,' ," ' "" . 
Q. Do you remember FIELDS" he was Lieutenant BROOKS .< 
RTO on the company push? ;' 

'-',-, ': ,'; , . 

A. 
time--

Well we had a lot of RTO' s, he may have been qt the 

Q. (Interposing) He was here yesterday and said he' 
was, he carried a PRC-25. , ,.,~:::, '. ,. 

'.,;- ,}'.::'" 
A. ,'; Well, he did atone, time, I don't know whim, you,;, 
know, I mean we have so many RTOs. "" '", 

Q. 
was the 

-','- " . " 

Well he described 'this incident. His recollection 
group was sitting down when ROSCHji;VITZ--

: ". "",' .::: -::' .: .~, . 
A. (Interposing) They: were"cause:':',-theywere put to"::, ' 
gether, you know, in a group and they~ere"allhu,ddled down 
or huddled together., You know,' Lmean','Iwasn' ,t standing 
right there watching them shoot into it,'you,know, because' 
ROSCHEV'ITZ running around, hE;! was, you ,;might ,say, running, 
the shol<! of this thing, because he said he wanted ' to' use" 
the 79 and that's all. I mean I wasn I t in visible plain ...... " 

,','. , 

sight of even seeing ROSCHEVI'j:Z even hitting the people with' 
the 79. All I know is, frorn.what. he said, and how.hesaid,it' 
happened, you know, when la tel: on from when he hit ,it,. how.:>h~ . 

.' shot it in there, I mean you could hear the 79 rounds going,. 
off. He said his first one was, I believe, high and hemiss-' 
ed, and after that he said tl:i.e next. couple made it,.youiknow, 
right in the group. .' c. . '" .' 

i'I,;' ':':,;." .• '( 

Q. Well, from where you were could you, see,;the' peo:- ,I if 
pIe when he was firing onthem,and when the otherswere· 

- '. '.""" 

firing on them?" -;_ "> ii. 
I :~' I , '._, '\ :'. . '" 

A. No, I could not, because I'd already moyed.over .... 
. further into the hootch,I me.:inhe had them there,and he,' ' . 
. was standing on the hill ,and' the hill's not much b~ggertha.n . 
this table, you know, just\a::Uttle mound maybe ten feet high 

. at the mos t, it could be a: bunker • 

. ', ··:):;:l~ill;t{<:>i· ...... . 
••.. :.24 . (BUNNING) 
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Q. Did you see him f i r i n g ?  

A. Yes, I s a w  him f i r i n g  from t h e  h i l l .  

Q. But you c o u l d n ' t  see the t a r g e t ?  

A. 
I mean, he  made it p l a i n  t h a t  he w a s .  

N o ,  b u t  he  s a i d  he  w a s  shoot ing  i n t o  it, and 

Q. 

A. Yeah, he  s a i d  so. 

Did he  t e l l  you about  it l a t e r ?  

Q. 
FIELDS s a i d  t h a t  he could see t h e  group and I assume t h a t  
Lieu tenant  BROOKS was probably somewhere close by. 

A. H e  probably could have been. 

I: asked where L ieu tenan t  BROOKS w a s ,  because 

Q. But you d o n ' t  remember? 

A. N o ,  because n o t  here, i n  t once w e  move i n  
here 'cause,  you see, Lieutenant  BROOKS, when we was going 
t o  t h e  t w o  dead bodies ,  he w a s  r i g l i t  behind. W e l l  I w a s  
there, and maybe one o the r  guy and then  Lieutenant  BROOKS 
w a s  t h e r e ,  be ing  w e  had two dead bodies  o u t  t h e r e ,  t h a t  w e  
knew w a s  t h e r e ,  and the  gunship s a i d ,  t h a t  they  had guns. 
You know, he  wanted t o  be  r i g h t  there when we  g o t  t h e r e ,  
b u t  af ter  t h a t  h e  ha rd ly  ever  walked t h a t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
f r o n t  of  t h e  format ion ,  and on o t h e r  ope ra t ions  he has  
been maybe three men behind m e .  
months over  there, and I walked po in t  a c t u a l l y ,  u n t i l  I 
became squad l e a d e r ,  and a f t e r  t h a t ,  t hen  I only  walked 
point on n i g h t  ope ra t ions ,  because most everybody would 
a c t u a l l y  g e t  l o s t ,  and w e l l ,  L ieu tenant  BROOKS l i k e d  t h e  way 
I walked. He'd show m e  a map, show m e  g r i d s ,  where w e  was 
qoinq, n i g h t  o r  day, h e ' d  j u s t  say  j u s t  t a k e  m e  there, 

I walked p o i n t  for seven 

Oh, yeah, and he 'd  j u s t , ' s  over h e r e , ( i n d i c a t -  
eldom--he'd never 
c l i c k s ,  and 

i n g ) ,  and w e  wanted t o  go t h e r e  an 
even say anything,  w e  may be going 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

1 ,  you know, and I would-- 

I 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

, 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Did you see him firing? 

Yes, I saw him firing from the hill. 

But you couldn't see the target? 

A. No, but he said he was shooting into it, and 
I mean, he made it plain that he was, 

Q. Did he .tell you about it later? 

A. Yeah, he said so. 

Q. I asked where Lieutenant BROOKS was, because 
FIELDS said that he could see the group and I assume that 
Lieutenant BROOKS was probably somewhere close by. 

A. He probably could h.ave been. 

Q. But you don't remember? 

A. No, because not here, in fact oncu we move in 

I' here' cause, you see, Lieutenant BROOKS, when we was going 
to the blO dead bodies I he was right behind. Well I was 

/

" there, and maybe one other guy and then Lieutenant BROOKS 
was there, being we had two dead bodies out there, th~lt we 
knew was there, and the gunship said, that they had guns. 
You know, he wanted to be right there when we got there, 
but after that he hardly ever walked that close to the 

, ' 
;. 

front of the formation, and on other operations he has 
been maybe three men behind me. I walked point for Seven 
months over there, and I walked point actually, until I 
became squad leader, and after that, then I only walked 
point on night operations, because most everybody would 
actually get lost, and well, Lieutenant BROORS liked the way 
I walked. He'd show me a map, show me grids, w'here we was 
going, night or day, he'd just say just take me there; 
you know, and I would--

Q. (Interposing) ~ou could read the map? 

A. Clh, yeah, and he'd justshb~'me over here (indica,t-
ing), and we wanted to go there and veryseldom--he 'd never 
even say anything, we may be going 2 dt;'3 clicks, and 
even up to 4, 5 clicks. 
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And one night operation, I think 4 clicks, and the only, 

thing, when we got about half way, he told me I was getting 

a little too close to a village, and they were liable to hear' 

us. So we had to go out a little farther, in the rice paddy, 

to get around it, but he was pretty good on that, you knOl4. 

And he would just tell me take us there, that's where we 

want to go, and once in awhile we would hold up to make sure 

that everyone was caught but--

Q. (Interpo!:.ing) Would you tell us what happened 

after the group was shot? 

A. Well, right at or in that time there t was several,. 

people raping several women in this area and--

Q. You described one rape incident on the eIn state-

ment, w0uld you go through that please? 

A. Okay, I really don't know who it was, if that's 

the one you're referring to. There was three guys on-- ' 

Q. You mentioned HODGES. 

A. Sergeant HOnGES took one girl there, and drug her 

into a compartment, like in a hootch there, you know, and , 

hootches don't have doors or nothing, and you could see, and 

he raped one girl inside there. And then there was three 

other guys and one girl all at one time, as I stated in there 

too. . And there was--
' 

Q. (Interposing) You don't know who they were though?, 

A. No, I can't really say, like I stated in there, I, 

names one or two names, it could possibly have been them, but " 

I can't definitely say, because the chances of bringing in ' 

somebody that never raped anybody are too great, you know, to 

say I'm sure, or I believe that this person did it. 

(Interposing) Had been previously raped? 

Q. 
diers • 

Was i,t the same girl who was with the three 801-

A. I believe 

I keep remembering. 

you know I mean---

(BUNNING) 

it is,' to my knowledge, you know, what 

I can't remember which one comes first, 
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MR WEST: You s a i d  t h i s :  " F i r s t ,  I observed a Mexican- 
Iunerican having sexua l  i n t e r c o u r s e  wi th  a Vietnamese g i r l  
about 1 8  yea r s  old. 
unbuttoned. 
and IIODGES grabbed her . "  

A. 
Mexicsn-American--it may have been the t i m e  a l l  three of 
them were on t h i s  g i r l .  I ' m  n o t  sure .  

She was only  wearing a b louse  t h a t  w a s  
When he f i n i s h e d ,  t h e  g i r l  g o t  up t o  g e t  away, 

It may be even r e l a t e d  when I s a i d  tha t - - tha t  one 
! 

a l l  a t  the  same time. 

A. , ' Right.  

Q. You a l s o  s a i d  t h a t :  "Two of them may have been 
.. DELGADO and RODRIGUEZ"? . .  

'are not c e r t a i n .  

I t 's  p o s s i b l e ,  because 

FOR 'OFFICIAL us 
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Q. (Interposing} Well you indicate that, in your 
statement to the eID. 

~!R ,'lEST: You said thi£:.: "First, I observed a Mexican-
~nerican having sexual intercourse with a Viotnamese girl 
about 18 years old. She llas only wearing a blouse that was 
unbuttoned. When he finished, the girl got up to get away, 
and HODGES grabbed her." 

A. It may be even related when I said that--that one 
Mexican-~erican--it may have been the time all three of 
them were on this girl. 1'm not sure. 

Q. On that part of it you said this. "Either before 
or after HODGES raped her I saw three U.S. soldiers with her." 

A. It I s possible that those, three could even be at 
the same time I saw the one because as it was, I think that 
one of them started, and the other two got into the action 
all at the same time. " 

Q. I see. You said further. '~"One was having normal 
sexual intercourse,' while the other had his penis in her 
mouth, at the same time, she was fondling the penis of the 
third man"? 

A. Right. 

Q. You also said that: "'rwoof them may have been 
'DELGADO and RODRIGUEZ"? 

A. Yes. 
hate to say yes, 

This is when r got thinking afterwards. 
I know these are the men because--

I 

Q. (Interposing) I think you made it clear that you :, 
are not certain. 

A. 
: ! .. that One :i ,may, and 

Right~ Because there is too great a possibility' 
of them isn't and you can't--I mean, one of them 
one of them may not, or they ,both may,. ", 

F 1 ~ ' •.• 

I: 
II' 

Q. 
GONZALEZ 

You also indicated that MCBREEN and Leonard",' 
may have seen HODGES? <;,), ' 

-: ___ ~;l}·;'·<r _", __ . "';" .; -:",", ,:-, "-<." 
A. It's possible, because 'r.'know.>'we were all in the 

"same area there. I stayed prettycld~,e ,to GONZALEZ' through­
out this operation except for the last,<'tizile when we 'were ,,' 

: I"" '," ,," ,," ,'" ',I ,,:, , " -:',-~::j,:,~r~_~;i;'-~,:-~~<, C,I" z' r> (BUt-lNING) 27"'/Lc:;c M'J?,T-168' l:l! 
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g e t t i n g  ready t o  m ver  I am waJ.ki.ng 
po in t  w e  have a c e r t a i n  formation t o  fo1.low and GONZALEZ 
ended up on the  end. But nrhen w e  w a s  go ing  through a vj.1- 
lage or  something, GOMZALEZ and I were p r e t t y  good f r i ends  
and he would, i f  poss ib l e ,  you know--we would be next  to 
each o the r . .  

Q. 
several rapes?  

A. Right.  There were-- 

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  Can you desc r ibe  any 0th 
took p l ace  t h e r e  i n  B i n h  T&y? 

A.  W e l l ,  as far as any p a r t i c u l a r  d e t a i l ,  
A guy would j u s t  g rab  one of the  g i r l s  there and 
two inc iden t s  they sho t  t h e  g i r l s  when they g o t  d 
when w e  were about halfway through t h e  v i l l age . ,  i 
go t  word t o  q u i t  k i l l i n g  people.  - 

Q. tiow d i d  you hea r  about  t h i s ?  ' , '  ' 

A. 
BROOKS over the  company n e t  and he t o l d  us. 

Q : 
his words were? 

A. Not exac t ly .  H e  s a i d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  Captain MEDINA says t h a t  t h a t ' s  enough .shoot ing now. 
We have t o  q u i t  now. To m e  i t - d i d n ' t  make any sense. I 
cou ldn ' t  f i g u r e  o u t  why we had t o  q u i t  r i g h t  now, when MEDIN 
s a i d  w e  were going . to  go r i g h t  through. All.1 could eve r  
f i g u r e  o u t  w a s ,  he f igu red  he g o t  away wi th  as much as he I .  

probably thought we were going t o  g e t  away wi th ,  or some- 
~ i n g  l i k e  t h i s  , ' cause  , you know, 'we had a l r eady  k i l l e d  
q u i t e  a few'people  and be ings  the o r i g i n a l  o rde r s  were not 
t o  a c t u a l l y  k i l l  everybody there from BARKER--Colonel BARKER'S 
orde r s  were n o t  to--he d i d n ' t  say  go i n  and k i l l  everybody, 
you know. A t  least  t h a t ' s  the .way t h e  o r d e r s  came down to 
us ,  that he d i d n ' t  say it. 

Now, you s a i d  t o  the C I D  agent  t h a t  you observed 

AS c l o s e  as I can remember, it 

Did he y e l l  t o  everybody? .. D o  . you . ,  remember what 
- 
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getting ready to move out t because \,henever I am walking 
point we have a certain formation to follml' and GONZ,ALEZ 
ended "l.p on the end. But 'when we W(lS going through a vil­
lage or something, GONZALEZ and I were pretty good friends 
and he would, if possible, you know--we would be next to 
each other •. 

Q. NOW, you said to the CIn agent that you observed 
several rapes? 

A. Right. There were--

Q. (Interposing) 
took place there in Binh 

Can you describe any others that" 
Tci:y? 

A. Well, as far as any particular detail, you know. 
A guy would just grab one of the girls there and in oneer . 
two incidents they shot the girls when they got done. And·· 
"hen we were about halfl.lay through the village, is when we· 
got word to quit killing people. 

Q. Ho'" did you hear about this? 

" ,..',,' 
t, ,~ .... I 

... ~~~ ... ~~16S.I,1 
," 

(BUNNING) .; ·28 
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A. 

t h a t  h igher  a u t h o r i t y  hadn ' t  e x a c t l y  s a i d  t o  k i l l  everybody 
Q.  

and YOU j u s t  now mentioned Colonel BARKER'S name? 

A .  
MEDINA. 

Q. 
from Colonel BARKER? 

A. 

Q. Right? 

A. 
and des t roy ,  and t a k e  only t h e  enemy, and t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ?  

Q. 
meant Colonel BARKER? 

A. Right .  

Basing, which par t  is t h a t ?  

You s a i d  ear l ie r  t h a t  Captain MEDINA had s a i d  

W e l l ,  Colonel BARKER was one s t e p  up from Captain 

W e l l ,  i t ' s  your assumption then  t h a t  t h i s  came 

Not t o  k i l l  everybody you mean? 

You mean t o  j u s t  go through on a r e g u l a r  search  

W e l l ,  when you spoke of  h ighe r  a u t h o r i t y  you . . I  

i s sued  the o rde r s?  

A. 
o rde r s  f o r  t h e  ope ra t ion  which he g o t ,  no doubt from higher  
up, because he  w a s  ou r  t a s k  fo rce  l eade r .  

I am almost  s u r e  it i s .  I mean, he i s sued  the  

Was he  p resen t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

No. MEDINA went t o  h i m .  

What information you g o t ,  I t a k e  it, came from 

On t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

, l?OR OJPF'J:CIAL USE ONLY 

A. Basing', which part is that? 

Q. You said earlier that Captain MEDINA had said 
that higher authority hadn't exactly said to kill everybody 
and you just now mentioned Colonel BARKER's name? 

A. 
MEDINA. 

Well, Colonel BARKER was one step up from Captain 

Q. Well, it's your assumption then that this came 
from Colonel BARKER? 

A. Not to kill everybody you mean? 

Q. Right? 

A. You mean to just go through on a regular search 
and destroy, and take only the enemy, and to this effect? 

Q. Well, when you spoke of higher authority you 
meant Colonel BARKER? 

A. Right. 

Q. It was your assumption then that it was Colonel 
BARKER? You didn't actually know, did you, that he had 
issued the orders? 

A. I am almost sure it is. I mean, he issued the 
orders for the operation which he got, no doubt from higher 
up, because he was our task force leader. 

Q. 

, A. 

Was he present at the briefing? 

No. MEDINA went to him. 

Q. What information you got, I take it, came from 
Captain MEDINA? 

I A. , ,Right. That was the 'highestaIl¥ of our direct 
I~ information came from., " ' 
i:'" Jr' .: IO: . 
p: respect to 
I 
! 
I 

!' 

,', 

'A. " 

, Q. 

(BUNNING) 

;'i),"'~ :~;~_ -, _", " 
What specifically did Cap ta ill , MEDINA say with, 
the village? '" 

On the briefing? 

Yes? 
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A. 

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  I ' d  t o  hear  it anyvaay? 

A. Right.  H e  said i n  there, t o  the e f f e c t  t h a t  w e  
W C r c  t o  go i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  , a n d . i t  w a s  a V i e t  Cong s t rong-  
tlol.d, you know, and w e  a l l  knew.  it w a s  o u t  of our  area of 
oper'%tion. ,And w e  l o s t  a l o t  of c a s u a l t i e s ,  and had a l o t  ' 

of people k i l l e d  j u s t  across  from it ,  and w e  nex'er could ;: 
even f i re  upon t h i s  p l ace .  But l i k e  e a r l i e r ,  w e  would be 
r i g h t  next t o  i t ,  and g e t  s h o t ,  and a l l  w e  could do w a s  g e t  
u p  and run. 
of our AO. But ,  anyhow he said t h a t  w e  were t o  go i n  t h e r  
and it w a s  going t o  be a 3-day ope ra t ion ,  and w e  w e r e  t o  
k i l l .  everybody i n  there i n  t h i s  ope ra t ion .  And he  says  t h  
t h e  o rde r s  a c t u a l l y  come from..higher up, you know, and w e  
a r e  no t  t o  a c t u a l l y  k i l l  everybody, b u t  j u s t  enemy and suc  
i n  t h i s  o rde r .  
be l i eve  he s a i d ,  a l s o  s a i d  from higher  up, you know t h a t  
des t roying  something about t he  houses  and something, 
came from higher  up, t o  a degree of enemy bu i ld ings  
o r  enemy bunkers and s t u f f  l i k e , t h i s .  

saying t h a t  t h i s  d e f i n i t e l y  was going t o  be--in o t h e r  
w e  were going i n  h e r e  and w e  were going t o  have a f i g  
one th ing  tha t  he d i d  c la im too ,  which I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  hring 
ou t  before .  H e  d id  make it q u i t e  p l a i n  t h a t  we were to run: 
i n t o  enemy f o r c e s ,  which t o  my b e l i e f ,  we never d i d  
o r  r ece ive  any f i r e  t h a t  I know o f .  The two people 
never s h o t  a t  u s  t h a t  I know o f .  Anyhow, he s a i d  t h a t  w e  
were going t o  go i n  t h e r e  and k i l l  everybody i n  t h i s  y i  
and i n  t h i s  area, and . t he  ope ra t ion .  And he  s a i d ,  t h a t  
t h i s  was our chance, and w e  were 'go ing  t o  do it now 
revenge on all t he  people w e  p rev ious ly  lost. 

Well, l i k e  I a l r eady  . s a id  e a r l i e r - -  

W e  c o u l d n ' t  even shoot  back because it was out.. 

H e  says  t h a t ' w e  are going to  destroy--1 

. 
Also ,  ' cause  t h e  way.he put  it t o  us 

H e  said that: i n  j t hose  words, huh? 

I n ' t h o s e  words t o ' t h a t  e f f e c t .  Now, I W 
ose were h i s  exac t  words, b u t  they  d i d  mean 
i n g  t o  g e t  revenge on the--he d i d n ' t  c a l l  them.c iv  
I mean, it 

re enemy sup 
can see t h a t  when a 
a v i l l a g e  and are c a r r y i n  
t h a t  are back t h e r e ,  know 

is p o s s i b l e ,  a l though I 've ,se 
It may be fo rced  upon 

if 

i 
I· 
I 

I 

., < I i 
" "" (: f 

~lell, like I already said ea:dier-­

(Interposing) I'd like to hear it anY',1ay? 

T', :/1 
, 

.~ .• I' Q. i 
A. Right. He said in there, to the effect that we "1\1 
wcr.~ to gf) into this viJ.lage,and. it WilS a Viet Cong s·trong-- .... "t; i 
hold, you kno'.>r, and we all knew it was out of our area of· .. ·'··:);:1! I 
operation •. And we lost a lot of casualties, ano had a lot ,. '.;, I 
of people killed just across· from it, and we ne':er could I 
even fire upon this place. But like earlier, we would be . ".;. , ' ,,','''1, 
right next to it, and get shot, and all we could do was get " . 
up and run. We couldn I t even. shoot back because it was out; '[ 
of our AO. But, anyhow he said that vie were to go in there" . i 
and it was going to be a 3-day operation, and we were to'.. <"'/ 
kill everybody in there in this operation. And he says that',~:'~ 'I 
the orders actually come from-,higher up, you know, and we .. .'. - ~ 
are not to actually kill everybody, but just enemy and SUCh..i<',1 i 
in this order. He says that we are going to destroy..,-I • <. : " ,'" ,i 
believe he said, also said from higher up, you know that, "! ,' ..•..• ~,\,.II 
destroying something about the houses and something, that., 
came from higher up, to a degree of enemy buildings and· .", 
or enemy bunkers and stuff like this '" .'t! 

, Also, 'cause the way. he put it to us. it wa!'l< ..<,f/ 
saying that this definitely was going to be--in other words'~i 
we were going in here ar.d we 'Nere going to have a fight I is',' .. "~i 
one thing that he did claim too, which I really didn',t hring .,.'; I 
out before. He did make it quite plain that we were to run· ..il 
into enemy forces, which to my .. belief ,we never did see' any, . ,·,i 
or receive any fire that I know of. The two people that ran " 'I 
never shot at us that I kno"" of. Anyhow T he said that we ....• ··· ..•.• . .•. 
\-lere going to go in there and kill everybody in this village,< ... i 
and in this area, and the operation. And he said, that:.":.:' .• I 
this was our chance, and we were ·going to do it now, to get 
revenge on all the people we previously lost. . i.",', I 
Q. He said that in just those words, hUh?,,~ /. . ,I I 
A. In those words to that effect. Now, I won~t say; 
that those were his elmct words, but they did mean that we 
were going to get revenge on the--he didn't call them civi- , 

,lians. I mean, it was known and pretty well figured:!:bat:. c,' 

these are enemy supporters or enemy in this area. Anybody ... 
can see that when a'bunch of guys with rifles run out of 
a village and are carrying rice, they know them villagers 
that are back there, know that they just left with.· their· . 
rice. It may be forced upoo.tbese villagers, now., ~mdthis 
is possible, although I've seim,.them before when I knew,'it 
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wasn ' t .  We chassd as many as 30 guys o u t  of one l i t t l e  v i l -  
l a g e  :,,,nil everybody ran  o u t  w i th  weapons and every th ing  and 
you kn,xi t h i s  many--the v i l l a g e r s  just played dumb and w e  
c a n ' t  speak Vietnamese. 
t h a t  we were going to g e t  revenge f o r t h e  r ecen t  l o s ses  t h a t  
w e  had taken i n  this area of ope ra t ions .  

MR MACCRATE: 
wanted t o  do t o  t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  such.  as rap ing  t h e m  o r  o ther -  
w i s e  was p e r f e c t l y  a l l  r i g h t ?  .. 

A. 
l i k e  t h a t .  You mean, d i d  MEDINA say  t h i s  and-- 

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  Y e s  ? 

A. N o .  H e  d idn ' t .  t o  my knowledge. H e  d i d n ' t  say for 
us t o  go ahead and rape khe g i r l s  i f  w e  wanted to, or  nothing. 
IIe never  s t i p u l a t e d  don't: rape then ,  b u t  he never s a i d  go 
ahead. W e  were t o  k i l l  every th ing  and des t roy  every th ing  
and t h a t  was it. 

MR WUSH: Could as many as seven rapes  have t a k e n . p l a c e  i n  
that  v i l l a g e  no r th  of  t he  . .. main v i l l a g e  t h a t  you descr ibed?  ... 

A. T h a t  wouid sound l ike about the  r i g h t ' n d e r .  . .  I 
th ink  that  would be j u s t  a b o u t  r i g h t .  

Q. A l l  of t he  rapes  t h a t  you oberved, were they by 
Negro s o l d i e r s  or  were. there  whi te  s o l d i e r s  involved a l s o ?  . .  

B u t ,  anyhow he s ta ted ii. those  words 

. .  

Did he a l s o  make it appear t h a t  anything you 

No. This was never s a i d  t o  be a l l  r i g h t  or  anything 

. -  

A. 
w e r e  by Spanish-American. S e v e r a l  were done by those.  I 
wouldn't  say s e v e r a l ,  bu t  some. 
there w a s  a t  least two of them involved i n  t h a t  one. 
I say, I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  which one was involved where, 
b u t  I would say  t h a t  it w a s  all t h r e e  types  of people.  

I a m  q u i t e  su re  that  some were by w h i t e  and some 

1 know i n  one i n c i d e n t ,  
Like 

" : 

I!' . 
. i.:', 
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vlasn't. We chased as many as 30 guys out of one little vil­
lage <l,nd everybody ran out with weapons and everything and 
you kn,:M this many--the villagers just played dumb and we 
can't speak Vietnamese. But f anyhow he stated ii. those words 
that we were going ,to get revenge for'the recent losses that 
we had taken in this area of operations. 

MR MACCRATE: Did he also make it appear that anything you 
\vantcd to do to the villagers, such as rapinq them or other­
wise was perfectly all right? 

A. 
like that. 

No. This was never said to be all right or anything 
You mean, did MEDINA say this and--

Q. (Interposing) Yes? 

A. No. He didn't to my knowledge. He didn't say for 
us to go ahead and rape the girls if we wanted to, or nothing. 
lie never stipulated don' t rape the;ll, but he never said go 
ahead. We were to kill everything and destroy everything 
and that was it. 

MR WALSH: Could as many as seven rapes have taken place in 
that village north of the main village that you described? 

A. That would sound like about the right' number. I 
think that would be just about right. 

Q. All of the rapes that you Oberved, were they by 
Negro soldiers or were there white soldiers involved also? 

A. I am quite sure that some were by white and some 
were by Spanish-American. Several were done by those. I 
wouldn't say several, but some. I know in one incident, 
there was at least two of them involved in that one. Like 
I say, I don't know exactly which one was involved where, 
but I would say that it was all three types of people. 

MR WEST: Did you have a good view of this initial rape 
inoident that you describe? 

A. Well, relatively good • 
sick and not stand there and look. 
away if that's what you mean. 

It'~as ~nough 
Yoti mean--it 

to make you 
was, 30 feet 

You could see through th~:jdb6~ of the hootch? 
"''.':; " 
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What I was q e t t h g  a t  w a s  d i d  you have t h e  same:" 
kind of view of o the r  i nc iden t s  Of rdpe? 

Yes. There  were--maybe n o t  q u i t e  as close. In 
fact, when  HODGE?, was i n  the're I: even went i n s ide .  The , ' ;  
hootch was i n  one p a r t ,  and it went i n t o  another  back p a r t  
almost, and it's no t  real v i s i b l e  f r o m  t h e  ou t s ide .  But I 

, 

Ouring a l l  these  r apes?  Was he j u s t  going around 
and p a t t i n g  everyone on t h e  back? 

The  way you desc r ibed  it, it wasn't  behind any- ' ,  

one ' s  back. I t  just d o e s n ' t  make sense  t o  me t h a t  if anyone 
was t r y i n g  to s top  it t h a t  he d i d n ' t  know what was going on? 
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, , , 
On Sergeant HODGES? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Yes. ~ never 
raping the girl. He got 
I nevor stayed there and 
or nothing. 

stayed there--you 
her on the g'round 
watched him for 2 

could see him 
and all this, but 
or 3 minutes 

.,' , 
'''", ',' , .. " .' 

Q. What I was getting at was did you have the same .. ' .. 
kind of view of other incidents of r,lpe? .. '. 

A. Yes. There wern--maybe not quite as close. In 
fact, when HODGEi::' was in there I even went imlide. The, 
hootch was in one part, and it went into another back part 
almost, and it's not real visible from the outside. But I . 
did go into the first part and I had to ask him a question 
on what we were doing or something--I forget what the ques-: 
tion was I hut I did go to the door or in partway and I ...:' 
could see him plainly and I asked him some question which . 
:r really don't remember. It was something to. the effect'of 
our operations going through there. 

MR MAceRATE: What was Lieutenant BROOKScloingall this time? 
~ . ; 

A. In this village that we were in? < 

Q. During all these rapes? Was he just going around 
and patting everyone on the back? 

A. No. In fact, Lieutenant BROOKS was a real 
man, and these rapes almost had to be done behind his 
because he was one man that didn't tolerate it. 

good' 
back, .. 

J 

I 

I 
I 
i 
! 

Q. The ,'lay you described it, it wasn't behind any- .........•..... /i 
one's back. It just doesn't make sense to me that if anyone· . 
was trying to stop it that he didn't know what was going on? . 

" -~- " - .' -, - l 

A. Well, here is one thing. You can't stop it.' . I·' 
mean when vie first got over there--I mean these aren't'the 

. only rapes. You guys all know that. When we first got over 
there--I am strictly against molesting any women, or girl, 
or female sex. I mean it's not my nature and when we first 
got OVer there--the first 3 weeks or so we were at Qui Nhon 
receiving all our stuff, so it was a month after I before we .' 
ever got in the field, and probably another month later,. and' 
then people just started raping girls, you know.. ~ .;/. 

: > ,',-" 

';,",' -, 
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Q. 
o rde r  wiis passed .and then it a l l  stopped. 
nan t  BROOKS pass  the  o rde r  himself if he was so concerned 
about *is s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. To stop what? 

Q.  TO s t o p  the rap ing?  

A. No, t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  The r ap ing  s t i l l  went 

You toLd us  y o u r s e l f ,  a few minutes ago t h a t  t h e  
Why d i d n ' t  Lieute-  

on. 

Q. 

A. Yes. To s t o p  t h e  k i l  
a f t e r  w e  had been i n  t h e  f i e l d  a 
had been over  t h e r e  a couple of months, r ap ing  d i d  start .  
And being t h a t  I: a m  a g a i n s t  it, and I was t h e  b i g g e s t  guy' i n  
t h e  company--ROGCHEVITZ had about 5 or 6 pounds on m e ,  
b u t  ot,her then  tha t - - I ' ve  lost--from over  there I ' v e  lost 
2 5  pounds. 
s h o t ,  and 1 have gained m m e  back--but anyway I w a s  t h e  big- 
g e s t  yuy i n  t h e  company and when these guys f i r s t  s - t a r r ed  
r ap ing  t h e  g i r l s - - these  were yo 

The r ap ing  s t i l l  went on a f t e r  t h e  o rde r?  

I l o s t  15 from malaria, and 15 or so from g e t t i n g  

evqrybody goes by l a s t  names-- 
leave us  alone o r  w e  are going 

p la in  because ou r  condi t ior is  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.' 

Q. You told us yourself, a few minutes ago that the 
order \*i\S passed and then it all stopped. I'1hy didn't Lieute­
nant BROOKS pass the order himself if he was so concerned 
about this situation? 

A. To stop what? 

Q. To stop the raping? 

A. No, to stop the killing. The raping still went 
on. 

Q. The raping still went on after the order? 

i A. Yes. To stop the killing, but anyhow earlier, 

I
I . after we had been in the field a month or so, and after we 

had been over there a couple of months, raping did start. 

)' And being that I am agains.t it, and I was the biggest guy in 
the company--ROSCHEVITZ had about 5. or 6 pounds on me, 

I but other then that--I've lost--from over there I've lost 
25 pounds. I lost 15 from malaria, and 15 or so from getting 
shot, and I have gained some back--but anyway I was the big­
gest guy in the company and when these guys first started 
ruping the girls--these were young girls. Some were 15 and 
16 years old you know, and some we:>::e down as low as 13, .and 
maybe 12. I'd go up to a guy, ·cause. I am bigger than him, 
you know, and say, "You leave that girl alone." Well, this 
goes good for a couple of weeks, and.everyday or so, I would 
be pulling off two or three guys, and telling them, "YOU leave 
that:. girl alone." After a couple of weeks of this I had· 

.about 5 guys come to me and they says, .. "Look BUNNUiG"--
I" evqrybody goes by last names--they said, "Look BUNNING, you 
I. leave us alone or we are going to ki,ll you. 11 

I .... ' . Now, what can you do wi tha fact like this? What 
, . 'can Lieutenant BROOKS do ,when those people a,re out therta. 

raping. All that they got to do is shoot him. We had a" 
; . pretty rough bunch in the company. Our men were, and what 

.can a person do? People threatened to. write back to their 
Ii Congressmen about stuff, and other people"would threaten. 
I; them, you know. Just about anything. People wanted to coro-
I "plain because our conditions were even bad, and they have 

·1, been threatened that you don' t wri teyour Congressman nothing. 
/,You don't ever write to your Congressman, you know. What 

I
i' .ican you really do? I mean, we're sent over there, and no­
i:' . body really wants to go over there, and here is all this . 
II . ", stuf. f going on. I am against it all. . 
f( 

I: 
I. 
:1; 
,;i 
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All t h a t  I know to da te  is t h a t ,  I k i l l e d  one 
, !  g i r l  o v e r  t h e r e  wh ich  d e f i n i t e l y  was an enemy, and it w a s  fn '' 

a n i g h t  o p e r a t i o n  when we went o u t  t h e r e ,  
even know wha t  w e  were s h o o t i n g  a t .  
out t h e r e  and w e  were j u s ' t  s h o o t i n g  a t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  run 
from us.  
Out at n i g h t ,  and they  were d e f i n i t e l y  enemy, and t h a t  is 

I n  fact, we d i d n ' t  
M e  and a n o t h e r  guy was " 

I 

I t  w a s  a n i g h t  o p e r a t i o n ,  where nobody is allowed 

MR WEST: I take it t h a t  
f fo r t  t o  s t o p  it? 

, , 

i , , 
, , 

1 

, 
I 
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All that I know to date is that, I killed one 
girl over there which definitely WGlS iln enemy I and it ",ilS in 
a night operation when \,ewent out there. In fact, \~e didn't 
even know what we were shooting at. Me and another guy was 
out there and we were just shooting at everything that run 
from us. It was a night operation, where nobody is allo~led 
out at night, and they were definitely enemy, and that is 
the only person I ever killed that I know of, and I don't 
shoot my gun over there, or my weapon, until I have to. 
When we are shot at and stuff like this, but when you are' 
shot at you never see where you're getting shot from. You 
never see them, but what.can you do when you know that these 
guys are going to kill you~ Do you press the issue? 

Lieutenant BROOKS tried at the ver:y beginningWh~n 
he first took over the platoon, and he almos'c stopped rapes .' 
completely, you knO',>j, and I thought. he was going to be able' 
to make it and--for quite awhile I would say that there was 
nOlle of it going on because he was a good man ana. well, you 
can't control everybody all the tine. You set up your head­
quarters here, and Lieutenant BROOKS stays back here with· 
his headquarters section and one squad. The other two or' 
three squads go out there and operate. He has no control' 
over them. The squad leader is the only one that has control 
over them. What they rape and do out there is only among 
the squad. .He never even knows what happens,' so--there was 
other officers--we had one or two other officers--we even' . 
had one CO and he \Vas dead against it. I mean, .he said that 
he would prosecute them if he caught anybody raping and this 
slowed it down a whole bunch, but what can you do? 

'. ,If 

I can't say whether BROOKS saw or did notsee.anY~ 
body raped during this time. But he was a man that was '.,' ... ' 
against it, and he himself never took part and I know. thatl 
or at least I know for a fact that I never seen him taking , 
part. And to me, he was really a good man, because he tried' .. I 
to stop it,· and I don't know why he really slacked off,.or 
whether he saw that it was useless, or whether somebod:t : 
threatened him, too. I mean, what are you going to do if··. 
five people come up to you and say if you don't do this, we 
are going to kill you? What. can you do? You can I t shoot., 
them all, and if you do, then< you go to jail for that,: and" 
all we are over there for is fer 12 months, . and to get back 
home. .' . 

, '; 
",' 

... MR WEST: 
effort to 

I take it that s'ergeant HODGES wasn' t:m~king;'ariy 
stop it? .~.,c":: '.1 

~' 
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A. No. HE. kind  of l i k e d  it himsel f .  No, he wouldn't  
s top  it. Then, StirrJcnnt BUCHANON on t h e  o t h e r  hand--some- 
t imes has done it tha t  I know of--not raped. Stopped i t  I 
mean. 
bu t  he  wasn ' t  a mJn t h a t  was a l l  f o r  it, and I ' v e  seen h i m  
a t  times s t o p  men, and a t  o the r  t i m e s  I ' v e  seen  h i m  l e t  
them go ahead. 

Q. 
a mdn named TORRES and another  man named Joe T.  JOLLY? 
was supposed t o  have happened i n  t h i s  (indicai:ing) 2d Platoon 
area .  

H e ' s  never raped t h a t  I ' v e  seen myself o r  kilow o f ,  

D o  you remember see ing  a r ape  i n c i d e n t  involv ing  
T h i s  

A.  I t  c o d d n ' t  have happenea he re .  T n e r e  w a s  no 
t i m e  down i n  h e r e  t h a t  I know of. 
photograph, of My L a i  ( 4 )  TORRES is another  Spanish-American 
and he may have even been one of them i n  t h a t  t h ree .  
know. I t ' s  poss ib l e .  

(Po in t ing  to  t h e  aer ia l  

I d o n ' t  

Q.  

A. Yes. The mortar FO . 
Q. You knew ,him? 

A. To  a degree.  Right .  

Q. 

A. 
N o .  
contact w i t h  him, because he  s t a y s  w i t h  headquar te rs  again.  

Q. 
w e l l .  
r ece ived  t h e  o rde r s  t o  s top  t h e  k i l l i n g .  
what happened af ter  t h a t  w i t h  the p la toon?  

Joe  T.  JOLLY, as I remember i s  the FO? 

. .  

D o  you remember see ing  h i  

I c a n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  say i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  I a i d .  
I n  f a c t ,  even o u t  of t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  I never  had a l o t  of 

, . .  
Now, we've gone ove r  t h e  ,rape i n c i d e n t s  p r e t t y  

L e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  po in t  where L ieu tenan t  BROOKS 
Could you desc r ibe  i ; 

I 

" 

• 
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1\. No. H~ kind of liked it himself. No, he wouldn't 
stop it. Then, Snrgcant BUCHANON on the other hand--some­
times has done it that I know of--not raped. Stopped it I 
mean. He's never raped that I've seen myself or k,10W of, 
but he wasn't a man that was all for it, and I've seen him 
at times stop men, and at other times I've seen him let 
them go ahead. 

Q. Do you remember seeing a rape incident involving 
a man n~med TORRES and another man named Joe T. JOLLY? This 
Vias supposed to have happened in this (indical:ing) 2d Platoon 
area. 

A. It cOl11dn' t have happened here. There was no 
time down in here that I know of. (Pointing to the aerial 
photograph, of My Lai (4) TORRES is another Spanish-American 
nnd h~ may have even been one of them in that three. I don't 
know. It's possible. 

Q. Joe T. JOLLY, as I remember is the FO? 

A. Yes. The mortar FO. 

Q. You knew him? 

A. To a degree. Right. 

Q. Do you remember seeing him involved in a rape? 

A. I can't definitely say in this village, I did. 
No. In fact, even out of this village, I never had a lot of 
contact with him, because he stays with headquarters again. 

Q. Now, we've gone over the 'rape incidents pretty 
well. Let's go back to the point where Lieutenant BROOKS 
received the orders to stop the killing. Could you describe 
what happened after that with the platoon? 

After that, we were halfway through the village. 

Q. This. was Binh Tay? 

, A. Right. We were about halfway through it, so we 
just co'ntinued through it and we didn't kill anybody else 
then and-- I don' t even kno",. There may ha VEl been one or two . 
people killed. I know that one person went down a bunker 
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they a c t u a l l y  are i s  b 
bunker posit ion.  

Q .  
A. N o .  Right.  They are b0r.b shel t .ers  and then run 
i n  there for  p ro tec t ion  and--anyhow, w e  j u s t  continued throug 
t h e  v i l l a g e  and g o t  all t h e  people t o g e t h e r ,  who came Lack 
to the  f r o n t  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  heading through My L a i  ( 4  

Not a f i g h t i n g  bunker pos i t i on?  

A. Right.  There at t h a t  t i m e  we  had somewhere aro 
30 or more people grouped t o g e t h e r ,  and as I recall it.'BROOIZS 
c a l l e d  back up MEDINA aga in ,  and confirmed f o r  us  t o  come : ,  
back over h e r e  and W e  tu rned  those people  loose and we went 
back over  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ,  on Exh ib i t  P-1) . 

have been i n  r i g h t  h e r e ,  back i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  

Q. 
My L a i  (4)? 

( In t e rpos ing )  Indicat ing t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
. .  

. , 

.. , 
! ; 

, ,'I 
..; , 

, ,o' 

and wouldn't come "out and;$omeoody threw a grenade in, so 1: .. 
don' t kno" what happened to:him when somebody thrc,'l a gre- ' 
nade. ;\ bunker, they consider their little bomb shelter. I 
don 't k'10W if it .. is the proper' word for it or not. What 
they aotually are is bomb shelters. They are not a fortified 
bunker position. .. . .... ,w 

o. Not a fighting bunker position? 

A. No. Right. They are houb shelt.ers and then run 
in there for protection ar.d--anyho,. r we just continued thrQugh: 
the village and got all the people together, who came back 
to the front part of the village heading through My Lai (4)." 

Q. The south part of the village? 

A. Right. There at that time we had somewhere around 
30 or more people grouped. together, and as I .recall it BROOI<S' 
called back UP MEDINA agakn, and confirmed for us to come 
back over here and we turned those people loose .·and we went .: .•. ;.: 
back over there (indicaHngon ExhibitP-lJ • 

Q. A problem we've had is trying to determine j~~t .>1 
where the platoon went after it moved back to south from Binh· 
Tay and whether you went int.o My. Lai (4) again? .. ', ,: .' 

A. As I recall it ,'the only possible place w~ could' 'I 
have been in right here, ba?k in that position being",:-- ' .. ',.: I 

:; La' (4)? ~::::~PO::::: :::':t:: :::::·:::t~::~~r I 
eating lunch right next to a hootch burning, with dead bodies . I 
in it, and I don'ttnink--it's possible that that.could/.1ave),.:: 
taken place before we went out here (indicating), but"I«q«n tt i /:.; 

think it did, but. it is J?Ossible, so I can't :t;eal1y ,stiP.Ul.at;e;:/ 
that. To my knowledge I would almost state that wew-ent ... , '.' t 

. back to this corner again and ate lunch there. " , :,' :,>',: I 
,t ~', 

Q. 
at My Lai 

We' ve had testimony 'that you did . eat lunch back 
(4) someplace.;. 

. 't, -,' ,'" 

A. It would be this corner (indicating). I ,'can 't 
. remember if we ate lunch before or after we came back, but 
I.do know that the hootches were burning and we diC{u't set •. 

. (BUNNING) 
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e m  on fire. 
ause  it was a p r e t t y  good s m e l l  of t h e  bodies burning up. 

. WEST: 

So it would have t o  be when w e  came back, 

W e  w i l l  have a s h o r t  recess. 

(The hea r ing  reces'sed a t  1208 hours 

(The hea r ing  reconvened at. 1217 hou;:sr 1 6  January 19 

1 6  January 1 9 7 0 . ) , '  
.. 

L WEST: The fo l lowing  persons are p resen t :  M R  WES 
J ZYCHOWSKI I and MAS COOP. 

M r .  BUNNING, you are reminded you are  

I 
_ _ _  - . .~ 

ider oath. 
, 

Yes, sir. 

? WEST: Your r e c o l l e c t i o n  is t h a t  you ate lunch about on ' , 

ie n o r t h e a s t  co rne r  of My L a i  ( 4 )  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

I knolr w e  ate lunch t h e r e  i 

D i d  you move t o  t h e  sou th  a t  a l l  and down i n  

.fore or a f t e r ,  1 am no t  s u r e  o f .  

3rhaps the  1st Pla toon  area or anyvrhere i n  t .hat  area? 

When I ate  lunch I was s t i l l  completely over  
E r e  ( i nd ica t ing )  which would be on t h e  no r th  of t h e  western 
nd of it and w e  never moved. 
l a toon ' s  area. 
oved ou t .  

.., , When t h e  p la toon  came back from Binh 
0 anymore or did t h e  p la toon  go through anymore or My Lax 

,. , 

No. 

I w a s  never once i n  t h e  1st 
W e  never moved through it, even when we 

4 ) ?  

,. AS f a r  as I can remed 
he t ra i l  and walked r i g h t  to t h e  
i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
!. 

i. Right .  W e  se t  up a 
: i nd ica t ing )  on t h e  end. I b e l  
Aatoon was  he re .  Most l i k e l y  
:he rear o r  t h e  back ha l f  of t he  p 

Were you v i s i t e d  a t  
m y  officers of t h e  t a s k  fo rce  

. ,  

D i d  you set  up a .per i  

, ,  

i 
I 

I 

I 
/
;hem on fire .• 
'cause it was 

!!'lR WEST; We 
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So it would have to be when we came back, 
a pretty good smell of the bodies burning up. 

will have a short recess. 

A. I knou we ate lunch there and \~hether it was 
before or after, I am not sure of. 

Q. Did you move to the sout\'l at all and down in 
perhaps the 1st Platoon area or anywhere in that area~ . 

I' A. No. When! ate lunch I was still completely over 
here (indicating) which would be on the north of the western 

I" end of it and we never moved. I was never once in the 1st I ' 
Platoou's area. We never moved through it, even when we 
moved out. 

j. Q. 
do anymore 
(4) ? 

When the platoon came back from Binh Tay, did you 
or did the platoon go through anymore of My Lai 

r' A.· As far as I can remember we came right back on 
, the trail and walked right to the corner of this thing 

f;: ~~ndiCating:~d you set up a. perimeter? 
I II, 

i fl' A. Right. We set up a perimeter guard right here 
ii' (indicating) on the end. I believe we was here and another 
: I>: .' platoon was here. Most likely the· 3d . Platoon was back at 
i I:~ the rear or the back half of the pe,rimeter. 
& ,. . . 

; i Q.. Were you visHed at My Laij4) that morning by 
/1 "any officers of the tasl~ force or the,brigilde or the division? 

.1 I ' ... 
, J (BONNING) 
~ 
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A. Out i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

see any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  

I can remember. I bel ieve the re  
was Some i n  the  air, b u t  none on the  ground t h a t  I know of. 

0. 
copters? 

A. Right. I t  would have t o  be a hel icopter  becau 
I don ' t  remember any small planes on t h i s  One. 

Did yo,& know colonel BEERS, Lieutenant Colonel 
who was the commander of t he  1 / 2 0 ,  the  b a t t a l i o n  co 

When you say i n  t h e  a i r ,  do you mean i n  he l i -  

mander? 

I have m e t  with h im,  bu t  I don ' t  know-- A. 

9. (Interposing) You know him when you 

1 did then, b u t  I couldn't  Swear t h a  A. 
recognize him now. 

I understand. You kn him by s i g h t .  
see him the re  t h a t  day or t he  day following? ' , 

Q. 

Well, t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  hard t0 , reme 
has landed i n  t h e  f i e l d  severa l  t i m e s . '  I . d o n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  
A. 

r e c a l l  t h a t  he did land on t h i s  operat ion,  and 1 can ' t  
t h a t  he d i d n ' t  land, b u t  I d o n ' t . r e c a l 1  seeing him.. 

Q. Charl ie  Company? . .  

, .  

. ,  
' ;  

1 )  . ,  

, ,  . .  

, ,  

NO. 
' ' 

.) I '  , 
I > .  

B u t ,  you have seen him land before  and 

H~ doesn ' t  v i s i t  Charl ie  Company becau 

because for some reason o r  another-- 

( Interposing)  
t h a t  Charlie Company was with Task Force Barker? 

YOU mean' t h a t  we did not  l i k e  him? 

Did t h i s  happen during , fh  ' 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

I 
I 

;. 

/ 

I 
/ 

" . 
, I 

. FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Out in the field? 

Q. Yes? Did you see any visiting officers that 
morning at all? 

A. No. Not that I can remember. I believe there 
. was some in the air,. /;lut none on the ground that I know of. 

Q. 
copters? 

When you say in the air, do you mean in heli-. 

A. Right. It would have to be a helicopter beoause, 
I don't remember 'my small planes on this one. " , " 

Q. 
BEERS who 
mander? 

Did YO'.l know Colonel BEERS, Lieutenant. colonel 
was the cdmmander of the 1/20, the battalion co~, , 

A. I have met with him, but I don't know--
';-. 

'f. 

Q. (Interposing) You know him when you see him? 

A. I did then, but. I couldn't swear t.hat I could 
recognize him now. '.' . 

Q. I understand. 
see him there that day or 

, . . 1 

You knew him by sight •. oi4 you, '. 
the day follOWing? ' 

A. No. Well/that's really hal:"d to remember. He 
has landed in the field several times.' I don't definitely 
recall that he did land on this operation, and I can't say 
that he didn't land, but I don't.reoall seeing him.,; 

Q. But, you have seen him land before and visit' 
Charlie Company? 

A. He doesn't visit Charlie Company because Charlle 
Company doesn't like him. He visits the CO, MEDINA or,WhO­
ever the CO is, and tells him about OUr operation orders; 
because for some reason or another-- " ' 

Q. (Interposing) Did this happen during the time 
that Charlie Company was with Task Force Barker? 

A. You mean that we did not like him? 

Q. No. When' he oame to visit, was this during ·the 
time wh~n the company was with Task Force Barker? 
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A. I don't think so because, we were not under his 

direct control anymore, and 1 don't think he did. 

Q. You don't recall him appearing that time? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you recall what Charlie Company did for the 

rest of that day, the 16th? 

A. Well, as I remember we moved--that's west? 

Q. East? 

A. We moved east and as far as I know we just moved 

out here several hundred meters and set up. I don't remem­

ber going through any more villages. I know there was no 

more killings or any of this, but we moved several hundred 

meters east and possibly even south. I might recognize it 

on a bigger map? 

I1R WEST: Let the record indicate that the witness is 

examining Exhibit MAP-4. 

A. 

Q. 
the 
for 

A. 

Q " 
, . 

I believe that it would be almost directly east. 

We have had evidence that the company moved to 

east and joined up with Bravo at the 4/3 and laagered 

the night around the graveyard? 

Right. 

Does that fit into your recollection? 

A. ' Yes, but I can't remember for sure whether we did, 

have them on our perimeter or not. I can" t say for sure if, 

we did or not. You know when you set up a perimeter, you , 

make a pretty big perimeter as it is, but it was in a grave­

yard and looking in the map I am quite sure it was to the 

'east and maybe to the south just a little bit. It was in 

that direction. 

Q. That afternoon or that evening, did you see any 

National Police? ' 

, ,A. Yes. We had--wha t '5 considere,d 'National Police. 

We had Vietnamese soldier interpreters, ari,d we'hadsomebody 

that was popular force. I don't know if you' call them 
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t they were Popula 
had one o r  two of them wi th  us.  
we took men and he ld  t h e m  i n  t h e  form of cap t ive  t o  become 
our  po in t  men and a s  I remember--being as I walked p o i n t  I 
w a s  i n  charge of one, s e e , . a n d  I had t o  shove t h i s  guy ou t  
i n  f ront  of m e .  As I recall they t o l d  m e  t o  make su re  t h a t  
t h i s  Vietnamese s o l d i e r , d i d  no t  g e t  t o  h i m  because h e  would 
k i l l  him--that h e  would k i l l  t he  guy w e  had, see. 
p l ace ,  o r  one t i m e  I seen h i m  and one of t h e m  walk up t o  one 
of the o the r  ones,  and w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  him and g o t  q u i t e  m a d  
and had t o  be almost l i t e r a l l y  sepa ra t ed ,  so t h a t  he wouldn ' t  
bea t  t h i s  guy up. 
s t a . r t  ask ing  them informat ion ,  and w e  don't know what t h e y  
are saying o r  nothing,  b p t  by bea t ing  them, t h e  
more information and what they want so we--we 
don ' t  know whether they  were p o l i c e  or Popula 
w h a t  they  were, bu t  w e  had . seve ra1  d i f f e r e n t  kinds wi th  usr  
b u t  w e  d i d  have--whether it was t h a t  n i g h t  or t h e  next day': 
I c a n ' t  remember €or  s u r e ,  b u t  w e  d i d  have them t h e r e .  

Q. Did you see any of t h e  prisoners k i l l e d  by any o 
t h e s e  men? Did you see t h a t  o r  hea r  about? . .  . . . 

A. One of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  k i l  
s o l d i e r ?  

(1. Yes? Nation olice,  or P 

A. No. I d idn '  W e  wouldn ' t  l e t  
because he  might do it. 

Q. 

A. N O ,  n o t  t h a t  he k i l l e d  one. ' ,  

Q. Along i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  d i d  yo 
o f f i c e r s  from Task Force Barker? 

A. I c a n ' t  rea say  whether  I d i  

Afterwards,  t hey  were--wellr 

At one 

They can t a l k  t h e i r  language, and they  

, , 

' 

You never heard  t h i s ?  ' 

poss ib l e .  

Q.  Did you know Captain KOTOUC? 

j 
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I 
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the National Police or not, but they were Popular Force. We .' I 
had one or tW(' of them with us. Afterwards, they were--well,~1 
we i:ook. men and held them in the form of captive to become,': 
our point men and as I remember--being as I walked point I til 
was in charge of one I see t, and I had to shove th is guy out ' ''/j 
in front of, me. As I recall they told me to make sure that I' 
this vietnamese soldier, did not get to him because he would " 'I 
kill him--that he would kill the guy we had, see. At one 
place, or one time r seen him and one of them walk up to one 
of the other ones, and was talking to him and got quite mad' '! 
and had to be almost literally separated, so that he wouldn't 'I' 
beat this guy up. They can talk their language, and they 
stClrt asking them information, and we don't know what they , 
arec saying or nothing, b)lt by beating them, they get a little,! 
more information and what they want so we--we did have--I, ',~i 
don J t know whether thEcY were police or Popular Forces or ' ),1 
what they were, but we had 'several different kinds with us, 
but vie did have--whether it was that night OJ:' the next day; '~I 
I can't J:'emernber for sure, but we did,have them there. 

Q. Did you see any of the prisoners killed by any of' 
these men? Did you see that or hear about?, 

A. 
soldier? 

One of the prisoners killed by a South Vi~tnamese, ' I 
" : .. 

J 

Q. Yes? National Police, OJ:' Popular Force,or'what?1 

We wouldn't let him get near ours I A. No. I didn't. 
because he might do it. I 

Q. You never heard this? ' 

A. NO, not that he killed one. " 'i 

, ", ' I Q. Along in the afternoon, did you see any Vtsitirig , 
officers from Task Force Barker? ",<1,<0 ./ 

A. 
possible • 

I can't really say whether I did or didn't. ,It's: 

'c > I 
Q. Did you know captain KOTOUC? 
Force Barker? 

A. I did not know him. 
don't know him. "j~, 
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Mostly t h e  next  day when w e  moved almost t o  t h e  
sou th  and, I b e l i e v e  a l i t . t l e  b i t  eastward. 
b i g  water o u t  t h e r e  and it w a s  q u i t e  wide. 
there  t o  h e r e ,  and through t h e s e  next  v i l l a g e s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
and t h e r e  wasn ' t  anybody i n  them. There w a s n ' t  even anybody 
i n  there, or any animals ,  o r  anything so w e  went from--we 
ovcrnighted and went up t o  h e r e ,  t o  t h e  water and sometime 
dur ing  whi le  w e  were here or going t o  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
Lieu tenant  CKLLEY took h i s  p l a toon  over t o  one of t h e  h i l l s  
i n  t h e  area 
on it. And 

There w a s  some 
We moved from 

How about t h e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  you went 
through? Anthing happen t o  them? 

They were a l l  burned, wherever w e  went through. 

Is t h a t  where you s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t ?  

j t r acked .  There w a s  some t a l k  t h a t  w e  w e r e  going to  spend it- 
i n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n ,  and f d o n ' t  swear t h a t  we  d i d n ' t .  
should be  logged i n  t h e  army book. 
I know w e  d i d  go q u i t e  a ways back i n  t h e  same d i r e c t i o n .  

I t  
A l l  o f  our  p o s i t i o n s  are. 

'~ . Now, when you were l i f t e d  
were you taken?  

I believe it w a s  back 
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Q. Do you recall the events of the next 2 days;' 
I the 17th and 18th? 

I 
I 
I 

A. Hostly the next day when we moved almo:;t to the 
south and, I believe a little bit eastward. There was some 
big water out there and it was quite wide. We moved from 
there to here, and through these next villages (indicating), 
and there wasn't anybody in them. There wasn't even anybody 
in there, or any animals, or anything so we went from--'we 
Qvernighted and went up to here, to the water and sometime 
during while we were here or going to here (indicating) 
Lieutenant CALLEY took his platoon over to one of the hills 
in the area to see if we could have an overnight position 
on it. And all I know is they went up one way and came down 
the wrong way because they ran into a mine coming down and 
that is just what I heard. 

Q. 
through? 

How about the little villages that you went 
Anthing happe~ to them? 

A. Well, we burned them as we went through them. 
They were all burned, wherever we went through. 

Q. Is that where you spent the night? 

I: A. As I recall we went to the water and almost back 
i. tracked. There was some talk that we were going to spend it 

in the same position, and I don't swear that we didn't. It 
should be logged in the army book. All of our positions are. 
I know we did go quite a ways back in the same direction. 

Q. Do you recall what happened the next day? 

A. The next day the main thing we did was to walk out 
and get picked up and I recall as we walked out in my squad 

!, we lost two guys from one mine which was GONZALEZ and TREVINO. 
They didn't die to my knowledge, but they was just wounded. 

J 
," Q. I ;; , They were medevac'd out I take, it? 
1-: " 

Right. r A. 

I 'Q.' Now, when you were lifted out by helicopter, where 
, "1tlere' you taken? , ',' , I ' 

I ,A. I believe it was back too'ottie. I mean, 
i,picked up and taken so many times • 1 believe it was 

, I 

I I .--. F 
I'; -

. ,', 

we get 
Dottie. 
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