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. SUMMl',RY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: FLYNN, James H. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 11 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Mortar Forward Observer, 
Attached to C/l/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING·IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

.The witness joined the 11th Brigade in August of 
1966 (pg. 55). He came from Hawaii with the unit and 
arrived in Vietnam on 4 December (pgs. 4, 55). On 
15 March 1968 he was attached to C/l/20 (pg. 4). He t 
did not recall receiving any training on the handling of , 
noncombatants (pg. 55). He never saw the MACV cards, 
"Nine Rules" and "The Enl:lmy in Your Hands" (pg. 55). 
He stated that at Duc Pho he did not receive any training 
on the handling of noncombatants (pg. 56). 

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The witness stated Ithat Captain MEDINA briefed them 
the night before the operation (pg. 2). They were told 
to "get anything that moved out there, cows, chickens, or 
anything" (pg. 2). The ,dtness understood this to mean that 
they were to kill women, children, and the animals (pg.2). 
The witness recalled thai: MEDINA was asked if they were to 
"get young kids" to which MEDINA replied "yes" (pgs. 3, 38). 
The witness received no ()ther briefings (pg .• 4). He stated 
that he th()ught that the men were "sort of happy to be able 
to get something" (pg. 5JI. He thought that they were going 
out for revenge (pg. 5). 
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3. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. Landing and initial movement. 

'l'he witness was on the second to the last lift 
with MEDINA and three other RTO's (pgs. 5,6). When they 
landed in a rice paddy inside the woodline, there was 
firing going on (pg. 6). When the lift was complete they 
started to move towards the village (pg. 6). Initially, 
they moved on the trail that goes along the southern part 
of the village of My Lai (4) (pg. 7). He recalled a 
helicopter notify~ng them of the presence of someone with 
weapons (pg. 7). He did not recall the route that they took 
then but he stated that he was with Captain MEDINA all the 
time (pg. 7). They_looked to the south of thevill~g~ of My Lai (4) 
for the weapon but the witness stated that they never found 
it (pg. 8). 

b. Movement into the village. 

The witness stated that they went up the north­
south trail which is in -the center of the village of 
My Lai (4) (pg. 8). He saw a large pile of bodies along 
the trail (pg. 8). He recalled encountering a girl lying 
along the trail and "playing like she was dead" (pg. 11). 
MEDINA kicked over the basket that she had and the witness 
stated that he thought it contained medical supplies \ 
(pg. 11). He stated that ShEl was'rtot hurt at all" and that 
he then saw Captain MEDINA shoother (pg. 11). He located 
the body as being along a rice paddy dike in the south­
western part of the village (pgs. 11, 12). The bodies that 
he saw as they walked along t~e trail were mostly of women 
and children (pg •. 12). There were between 15 and 20 bodies 
(pg. 12}. He did not know who shot the group and stated that 
the people were dead when thE¥ got there (pg. 12). The 
witness stated that he was the second man behind MEDINA and 
that MEDINA saw the bodies (pg. 12). MEDINA did not make 
any comment about them nor did he question anybody as to how 
they were shot (pgs. 12, 13). 

c. CARTER's medevac. 

As they moved up the trail they encountered CARTER 
(pg. 13). MEDINII. used the witness' radio to call for the 
medevac (pg.9). The witness did not think that the 
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helicopter which landed was a medevac chopper (pg. 9). 
He stated that there was an officer in the heli~opter 
but he did not know if the officer got out (pg. 10). The 
witness stated that he knew that Lieutenant Colonel BARKER 
was flying around the area of My Lai (4) that day (pg. 10). 
He knew this because MEDINA had talked with BARKER on the 
radio (pg. 10). The witness stated that "it could have been" 
BARKER who landed for the medevac (pg. 10). He also thought 
that BARKER made low passes over the village but was not 
sure (pg. 39). 

d. Ac,tivity in the village. 

As they continued up the trail the witness 
stated that he saw four Vietnamese walking (pg. 13). Someone 
shot at them but did not hit them (pg. 13). The Vietnamese 
ran away from the villag,e (pg. 14). MEDINA saw them being 
shot at and told the men to stop shooting (pg. 14). They 
moved through the villag,e in a northeasterly direction 
checking hootches (pg. 14). He recalled encountering an 
old man who was questioned (pg. 14). Further on they 
encountered two girls, between five and eight years old 
(pg. 14). The witness stated that they took the girls 
with them until they arrived at a different village where,' 
they left them with some other Vietnamese people (pg. 14). 
The witness recalled seeing a number of dead bodies 
in the center of the village around the hootches (pg.lS). 
He recalled one family consisting of a mother, a father, 
and three children lying out in front of a hootch (pg. 15). 
He also recalled seeing another bunch of dead bodies but . , 
did not remember where (pg. 15). He stated that he saw bodies 
in a gully which was on 'the outside of the village (pg. 16). 
He approximated the location as being to their right as 
they walked in a easterl:{ direction (pg. 16). While in 1 
the village MEDINA called all of the platoon leaders and) 
told them to stop the killing (pg. 17). The witness 
stated that this happened when they reached the eastern 
part of the village and stopped for lunch (pg. 17). MEDINA 
called them on the radio (pg. 18). He did not recall any 
transmissions about stopping the burning (pg. 20). The 
witness stated that he saw quite a few of the huts in the 
village being burned (pg. 20). 
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e. Reported body count. 

1S.l~&-* , ... 
301 

The witness stated that he believed he heard a 
transmission which came to MEDINA from the Task Force 
Barker TOC (pg. 18). The witness stated that MEDINA \ 
gave a body count of 307 (pg. 18). The witness did not 
know if MEDINA got the body count from the platoons.> 
and did not know where MEDINA got the figures (pg. 19). 
The radio of the witness was on the air-to-ground frequency 
and he remembered' a lBlicopter pilot calling Captain 
MEDINA (pg. 19). The witness stated that something was said 
about what was going on and MEDINA replied that he did not 
know (pg. 19). The witness did not know who made the call 
and he stated that either the Task Force Barker frequency 
or the gunship frequency was being used (pgs. 19, 20). 
He did not recall any further transmissions (pg. 20). 

f. The presence of a photographer. 

~.'he witness stated that he recalled Jay ROBERTS 
being present on the operation (pg. 21). The witness 
stated that he spoke with ROBERTS as they walked through 
the village (pg. 22). He stated that ROBERTS asked him if 
they always "did that when they went through the villages" 
(pg. 22). The witness told ROBERTS that he did not know 
because he had j~st gotten there the day before (pg. 22). 
He stated that ROBERTS left about noon (pg. 22). The 
witness identified numerous photographs (See Exhibit List, 
infra). The witness stated that ROBERTS moved on his own 
and did not remain with MEDINA's command group throughout 
the entire trip (pg. 22). The witness could not recall 
anyone else having a camera (pg. 22). 

g. Further movement and the night laager. 

The witness stated that they ate ~unch in the 
eastern part of the village (pg. 22). Thev then swept , 
through a rice paddy area (pg. 23). He remembered entering 
a village in which a lady was holding her young son 
and "jabbering about something" (pg. 23). MEDINA told the f 
interpreter to tell the woman to move down the highway 
(pg. 23). They laagered right inside a cemetery that night 
but the witness did not recall laagering with Bravo 
company (pg. 23). During the evening he remembered that 
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some Vietnamese were seen 500 meters away and were fired 
upon but were not hit (pgs. 23, 24). The witness recalled ! 
seeing National Police present (pg. 24). He st~ted that 
he saw the police interrogating the prisoners and he 
felt that "they treated them pretty rough" (pg. 24). There 
was an American officer with them at this time but he did 
not know who it was nor could he describe him (pg. 24). 
He recalled an American interrogating a Vietnamese and 
he stated that "they cut one guy's ear or cut his neck or 
something" (pg. 25). He stated that he also remembered 
seeing them chop one of the man's fingers off (pg. 25). ) 
~ was done by an American not by the National Police ) 
(pg. 25). The witness was standing five to ten feet 
away from the incident (pg. 25). The witness stated that 
the National Police then took the prisoners behind some trees 
and shot all but one of them (pg. 26). He estimated that 
ten prisoners were there in the beginning (pg. 26). The 
witness stated that the prisoners were picked up about 
mid-afternoon when they met with B Company (pg. 27). 

h. Visiting officers. 

The witness stated that he recalled a lieutenant 
colonel landing in a helicopter (pg. 28). He did not know 
who it was and could not remember if the person spoke with 
MEDINA (pg. 28). The helicopter waited for the officer 
(pg. 28). The witess could not say if only one officer 
got off (pg. 29). He did not know if the National Police 
came on the same helicopter or not (pg. 29). 

4. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The witness stated that neither MEDINA nor anyone 
else spoke with him about what happened at My Lai (4) 
(pgs. 29, 30). He did recall MEDINA informing them that 
they were having a brigade investigation (pg. 30). MEDINA 
told them "not to say anything about what happened" and 
also told them that only he would talk about it (pg. 30). 
The witness had the impression that they were not to say 
anything to any investigating officers (pg. 30). He did 
not recall whether he was told this before or after the 
extraction (pgs. 30, 31). The witness did not recall the 
~elicopter being met by an officer at LZ Dottie (pg. 31). 
The witness did not recall any discussions among the men 
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after the incident (pg. 23). The witness was not questioned 
by anyone and the mly thing he heard about an investigation 
was what MEDINA had told them (pgs. 33, 34). 

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. The witness described MEDINA as a strict officer ~ 
who "knew his job real well" (pg. 32). He felt that 
MEDINA had control of the company during My Lai (4) 
(pg. 32). He felt that the reason so many people were ( 
killed was because the men had been told the night before ~ 
to "shoot them all" (pg. 32). 

b. The witness heard nothing about any killings 
which may have taken place in Co Lay (2) (pgs. 32,33). 

c. The witness described the attitude of the men .in ~ 
the company towards the Vietnamese as being" shrewd" (pg. 34). 
He stated that the men did not like the Vietnamese and 
were "rough on them" (pgs. 34, 35). He stated that he knew 
there was a lot of raping going on in the village 
(pg. 35). The witness stated that when they captured the 
two Vietnamese and the nurse he saw people putting cigarette 
butts in the elastic of the prisoner's pants while the 
Vietnamese had their hands tied (pg. 35). The witness 
stated that he did not see any ".rapes and did not heal:" 
of any occurring at My Lai (4) (pg.35). He could not 
recall who was talking about rapes (pg. 36). 

d. The witness stated that the biggest percentage 
of the unit did not smoke marijuana (pg. 39). He did not 
observe anyone under the influence of marijuana that day 
and he did not think that anyone was (pg. 39). 
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1970.) 
(The hearing reconvened at 1335 hours, 11 February 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: The hearlng will come to order. 

RCDR: The following persons are present: Major ZYCHOWSKI 
and MAJ COOP. 

The next witness is Mr. James H. FLYNN 

(MR FLYNN was called as a witness, and sworn, 
and testified as follows:) 

will you state your full name, occupation and 
address? 

A. James H. FLYNN, I am a sprinkler installer, t 
Plain View, Minnesota. ~ 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Mr. FLYNN, have you read our Exhibit M-57? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you have any questions on that exhibit? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Mr. FLYNN, have you received a letter from the 
military judge in the court martial case of United States 
v. Calley or United States v. Mitchell? 

A. No, I haven't. 

Q. Mr. FLYNN, for the record, were you a member of 
the Army on 16 March 196B? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

(FLYNN) 

Yes, I was. 

What was your duty assignment on that day? 

I was a forward observer for a 4.2 mortar. ~ ir 
What unit were you with? 

I was with C/l/20. 
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Q. And that was C/I/20 Infantry? 

A. I was attached to them. 

Q. 
Barker? 

And at this time, they were a part of Task Force 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Mr. FLYNN, when did you first hear of a planned 
assault on My Lai (4)? 

A. The night before we went there. 

Q. The night before? 

A. Yes, sir,. 

Q. Would you tell us, the best that you can recall, 
the briefing that you received? 

A. Well, the night before it got dark, Captain MEDINA 
got us in a big group outside and he told us that we are go­
ing to go in that My Lai area, My Lai (4), and we were 
supposed to get anything that moved out there, cows, chickens, 
or anything. 

Q. You were supposed to do what? 

A. We were supposed to get everything that moved. 

Q. 
there? 

By "get everything,'" what are you referring to 

A. Women, children, cows, and pigs and anything 
that was out there. 

Q. What I'm trying to get at is what do you mean by 
the word "get" cows, pigs, women, children, everything. 

A. 

Q. 
'kill 
that 

We were supposed to kill them. 

Your understanding, then, was that 
women, children, cows, pigs, animals, et 
correct? 

you were to 
cetera? Is 
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Yes, sir. 

I assume this brie fing took place, then, at LZ 

Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recall anything else about this briefing 
that you received from Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Were there any questions that came up from the 
members of the company with reference to this briefing? 

A. Well, there was a couple of guys that ask if we 
were supposed to get young kids or anything like that. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

They asked this of Captain MEDINA?~ 

Yes, sir. 

What was the reply? ( 

He said, "yes," we were supposed to get eVerything.~ 
Get everything? 

Yes. 

Approximately how long did this briefing last? 

I would say about 10 or 15 minutes, along in there. 

Q. Do you know if there was a meeting of the platoon 
leaders and platoon sergeants with Captain MEDINA prior ·to 
the briefing that Captain MEDINA had with the company or 
after? 

A. I wouldn't know. 

Q. Did you receive any further briefing by your pla-
toon leader or your platoon sergeant? 

A. No, I was on my own out there. 
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Q. You were on your own then? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In other words, after the briefing by Captain 
MEDINA, you had no other briefing? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you recall if there was a memorial service 
that was held sometime prior to this briefing on 15 March 1968? 

A. I'm not too sure if there was one. See, I had 
just come to LZDottie the day before that. 

Q. You had just arrived the day before? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When did you arrive in country, then? 

A. December 4th, the same time the unit got there. 

Q. But you did not actually become attached to C 
Company, then, until the 14th of March? 

A. The day before we went to My Lai (4) • 

Q. The day before, or 2 days before? 

A. The day before. 

Q. The date you actually had the briefing then, the 
15th? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You actually joinea C Company the 15 th of March, 
the day of briefing and the day prior to the operation on My 
Lai (4)? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What would you say was the mood of the men on the 
day of the 15th? 
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A. Well, they were -- I thought they were sort of 
happy to be able ·to get something that -- well, they had been 
losing a lot of men out there, I guess. We lost a real good 
sergeant out there, so I think they were ready to sort of pay 
revenge for that. 

Q. 
ing? 

A. 

Q. 
revenge? 

Was this brought. out during Captain MEDINA's brief-

He said now they had a chance to get revenge. 

He did say this is a chance for them to get 

A. Yes, he did. 

Q. In other words, then your feeling was that this 
was the opportunity for the company to get back at the VC 
for what they had done to the men of the company? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Can you recall anything else which may have i:rans-c=) pired on the day of the 15th? 

(I.) 

Ul 
(,0 

o 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Let's now go to the day of the 16th, the day on. 
which the assault took place. Do you recall what the mood 
was of the men during the lift? 

"' Well, everybody was quiet as I suppose any ord-
inary lift would be. 

Q. Do you recall what lift you were on? 

I was on the last lift, well, second to the last 
h.'Ct? 

Q. 'Do you recall who was with you on this lift in 
the chopp"r? 

A. Yes. Captain MEDINA and his RTO's were on there 
with him and me. 

Q. Just the three of you, then? 

(FLYNN) 5 APP T-355 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

T 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No, there were four. I believe there were about 
three other RTO's with radios with him. 

Q. Okay. When you landed in My Lai (4), would you 
explain what took place then? 

A. Well, we jumped off the helicopter. We got down 
right away. We didn't know if anybody was shooting at us or 
not, then we heard all kinds of shooting going on inside the 
wood line. We landed in a rice paddy. Inside the wood line, 
there was all kind of firing going on. We didn't know if any­
body was shooting at ,us so we got down and waited until every­
body else got in. Then when everybody else got in, we started 
moving in towards the village. 

Q. After this time you were with Captain MEDINA 
the entire time? 

A. 

Q. 
observer. 
MEDINA? 

Yes, I was with Captain MEDINA all day long. 

What was your job? I realize you were the forward 
What was your association in this case with Captain 

C] 

.;:t­

Ln 
('0 

A. As I said, I was the "four-deuce" forward obser- 0 
ver, but I was out of range. We couldn't use the "four-deuce" 
at all, because we were out of their range. So I had my radio 
on air to ground frequency, from the helicopter to the ground, 
awl I was acting as one of his RTO's. 

Q. so, you had a radio with you? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Mr. FLYNN, I show you an aerial photograph of 
My Lai (4) and the immediate area. This is entered in the 
record as Exhibit P-l, and I also show you a map here which 
has a scale of 1:25,000, and it is entered in the record 
as Exhibit MAP-4. 

(MAJ ZYCHOWSKI oriented the witness on the map.) 

Mr. FLYNN, would you indicate on the map, approx­
imately where' the LZ was? 

A. Well, if I have my directions correct it was 
right, I believe right around in there. 
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Q. You mentioned tha't you got out of the chopper and 
you took cover, that you did not know if you were being shot 
at or not but you did hear firing in the village. Is that 
correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Okay. Would you continue from there? 

A. Well, as we were going along here we got up when 
the last lift come in, I believe on this trail right in here. 

Q. The tl:ail that goes alon,) the southern part of 
the village of My Lai (4)? 

A. I think we thought we Haw somebody with weaponH 
some place. I can't remember if it was up here or right here. 
I believe a helicopter called in and said somebody was over 
there with weapons and they had got them. So we came over: 
in here some place trying to find the weapon.' 

Q. Here is the highway down here. Do you recall 
going somewhere, perhaps down in this general direction? 

A. I can't remember. I stayed with Captain MEDINA 
all the time. 

Q. In other words, you don' ,t recall the rout,e you 
took then from the time you landed at the LZ, as to Where 
you went at that time? Is that correct? 

A. 
way. 

Q. 

I don't think Captain MEDINA went down that high-

Well, where do you think you did go from the LZ? 

A. We started going up, just checking over and he 
was seeing what was going' "11. 

Q. Do you recall though that the pilot radioed in 
about some weapons some place? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But you don't recall where it was? 
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A. It was on the right. over here some placc." because 
we went. over here looking to see if we could find it. but we 
never found one. 

Q. You never found 'the weapon then? 

A. No. 

Q. You are indicating on the map, then, that this is 
sout-.h of the village of My Lai (4). Is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. Would you continue from there. 

A. As we got up on this, I believe it was this trail 
right here, if it's a pretty wide t.rail --

Q. (Interposing) You're now indicating the north-
south trail which is in the center of the village of My Lai (4)? 

A. Yes. There was a 
I believe. 
got shot up 

big pile of bodies right in 
here some place, 
through somebody 
the deal was. 

And well, after we had done gone 
here. He shot himself whatever 

Q. Do you recall his name? 

A. No , I didn'·t know hi s name. 

Q. This was a man by the name of CARTER. Did you 
see him --

A. (Interposing) Yes, I used my radio to call in 
for a chopper. 

Q. You used your radio? 

A. I used my radio to call for a medevac and we --
and I can't remember exactly what the ordeal was'N 

Q. Do you recall who you called to for this medevac? 

A. NO, I don't. 
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Q. Were you still on the same frequency that you 
were on or did you change frequencies? 

A. We changed frequencies. 

Q. Did you change the medevac frequency? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. Did you make contact with the medevac? 

A. I can I t remember. See, Captain MEDINA was talk-
ing on the radio. 

Q. He was talking on the radio too, then? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you recall what he was talking about? Was he 
calling the medevac too, or calling for choppers to come in? 

o A. Well, he was calling for a medevac off my radio. 

Q. Oh, off your radio. I 'thought you said you call-
ed for the mGdevac? 

A. No, he used my radio. 

Q. So Captain MEDINA actually used your radio to call 
for the medevac? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you recall seeing this chopper come in and pick 
up CARTER? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Was it a medevac chopper? 

A. I don I t think it was. 

Q. Do you recall who was in the chopper, whose chop-
per it was? 
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A. No. I think it was a major or somet.hing. 

Q. A major? 

A. ,some officer, I think. 

Q. There was an officer in the chopper? 

A. I believe so, if I remember correctly. 

Q. Did he get out of the chopper? 

A. I can't remember. 

Q. Did you know Lieutenant Colonel BARKER? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know if he was flying around the area of 
My Lai (4)? 

A. Yes, he was. 

Q. How do you know? 

A. Well, Captain MEDINA had been talking to him on 
the radio. 

Q. Well, how do you know he was right over My Lai (4) 
at the time. 

A. He was flying around it. 

Q. He was flying around it, in this case communica-
ting with Captain MEDINA? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. could it by any chance be his chopper that came 
down and picked up CARTER? 

A. It could have been. 

Q. But you are not sure of that? 
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A. No. 

Q. Later on, I'JI have you try and trace your route 
as best you can recall on ·this map. I'll also show you' some 
pho·tographs and ask if you can recognize anything about these 
photographs, as far as personnel, terrain features, and so 
forth, and see possibly, if we can plot those on the map. 

Okay, I would like to go back to the north and 
south trail where you iI~dicated you saw a group of bodies 
located. Could you explain this in a little more detail? 

A. Well, as we were coming down, I just seen a 
group of dead bodies. I think it was back here some place 
where we went to look for those "gooks" with weapons. We 
were walking along the trail and I remember there was a girl 
there laying along the trail. She wasn't dead or anything 
she was playing like she was dead. Captain MEDINA kicked her 
basket over, and I believe she had somt' medical supplies in 
there. I think that was the same body. She wasn't hurt at 
all. 

Q. Did anything happen to her? 

7!. ... Yes, she was shot. 

Q. By whom? 

A. I think it was Captain MEDINA that shot her. 

Q. Did you see him actually shoot her? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were you actually facing him and facing the girl 
when the shooting took place? 

A. I can't remember. 

Q. Where was the location of this girl in comparison 
to that of the bodies that you had observed? 

A. Well, it was back in here along the rice paddy 
dike some place. 
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Are you pointing to the sClut:hwcstern part of the 
Is that correct? 

Yes, sir. 

Then from there you walked over to the north-south 
this is where you observed the bodies? 

Yes, sir. 

Approximately how many bodies were there? 

I'd say there was at least 20, between 15 and 20. 

15 and 20? 

Yes, sir. 

Do you recall their ages and sexes, by chance? 

There was mostly women and kids. 

Women and kids? 

Yes, sir. 

Do you know who shot this group? 

No, sir. They were dead when \rye got there. 

How close were you to Captain MEDINA up to this 

A. Well, I was usually about the second man behind 
him, I believe. 

Q. So you were close to him, then, when you saw 
these bodies? Is that correct? 

A. I believe I was, sir. 

Q. Do you know if he saw these bodies? 

A. Yes, he did. 

Q. Did he make any comment about them or say anything 
about them? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he question anybody ,as to how they got shot? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Okay. From the time you left the bodies there, 
is this where you went then to see CARTER, who had shot him­
self? 

A. Well, it was about the same time. 

Q. About the same time. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long was it after you had called for the 
chopper that it came in? 

A. I can't recall. 

Q. Do you recall th.e approximate area where the chop-
per landed? 

A. Well, it wasn't too far outside the tree line in 
the rJ.ce paddy. 

Q. 
there? 

A. 

Q. 

Again, this is off the north-south trail then, 

Yes, sir. 

All right would you continue? 

A. Well, I think this is the trail or something go-
ing right in here or probably a rice paddy dike or something. 
I remember there were about four people walking as we were 
going up there. I don't know who it was, but somebody started 
shooting at them. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

(FLYNN) 

Do you know if they hit them? 

No, they didn't. 

In this case, they were southeast? 
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A. They were running away from the village. 

Q. Village of My Lai (4). Let me ask you this, did 
Captain MEDINA see them shooting at them? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

He had to. 

Did he say anything at them? 

Yes, they were told to stop shooting. 

He told the men to stop shooting? 

Yes, sir, at ·that particular group. 

Q. Okay·. After CARTER was evac' d do you recall the 
route you took? 

A. Yes, we started going in the village a little bit. 

Q. You are now moving in a northeasterly direction? 

N 
U) 
(Y) 

co 
A. We went through the village up in here, and check- D 
ing out hootches and stuff like that. In one of the places 
they found an old man in there. He was alive and everything 
and they were trying to ask him where the VC were. 

Who was "H,ld ng t.hi. s? 

A. Different people. He was real old and all crip-
pled up and they couldn't get nothing out of him, so they 
just let him sit there. Further on up I can remember get­
ting two little girls. They were about, I would say, both of 
them were between 5 and about 8 or 9 years old. I remember 
·ve took them with us. Some place else we got to a different 
village and we left them off with some other Vietnamese 
people. And I remember after we got up to here, they didn't 
shoot any people up in here at all. 

Q. You are referring now to the eastern part of the 
village of My Lai (4)? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I would like to go back a little bit. Other than 
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the group of bodies you saw on ·the north-south trail, did you 
see any other bodies or any other shootings or killings that 
took place in the village? 

A. In the inner part of the village aroun~ the 
hootches and places like that, I can remember seeing a lot 
of dead bodies in there, like families. I can recall one 
family. There must have been a mo·ther and father and three 
kids lying out in front of the hootch. I can remember one 
place but I can't remember where i·t was. There was a bunch 
of dead bodies in there. 

Q. From the time you started traveling from the north-
south trail in a northeasterly direction, you did see a num­
ber of bodies scattered throughout the area? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Could you estimate the number you observed along 
this route? 

A. No, sir. I can remember going some place sort 
of a brush hill. I can't recall where it was. I was looking 
for it but I can't recall where it was. There was a lot of 
dead bodies. You look down there and there are all kinds of 
dead bodies lying in there. 

Q. NOw, this is outside of the. village'? 

A. Well, I believe it was. We were going up some 
it was right up in here somewhere, I think. 

Q. Now, we can come back to that in just a minute. 
As you came to the eastern part of the village did you take 
a break there at all? 

• A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
saw in the 

A. 

(FLYNN) 

Yes, we broke for dinner • 

Broke for dinner? 

Yes, sir. 

I'm trying to associate this group of bodies you 
ditch. Was this after dinner or before dinner? 

It was before dinner. 
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Q. Before dinner? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The best you can recall, then, it was inside the 
village here? 

A. That we took the break? 

Q. 
it. 

No, where you saw this ditch with the bodies in 

A. Yes, well, it. was just off--running out of the 
village some place. 

Q. You saw this ditch as you were walking ·through 
the village then? 

A. On the outskirts. It wasn't inside the village, 
the gully wasn't with the dead bodies in it. But I can't 
recall where it was or anything on the map. 

Q. Okay, it was outside the village, then'? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you recall an approximate direction that it 
was located as you were traveling through the village? 

A. I believe it was off to the right someplace. 

Q. As you were walking through, it was off to your 
right someplace? 

A. I think it was. 

Q. Perhaps later on we will try to place this on a 
map, if we can, as we go through it. A·t that time you were 
with Captain MEDINA, did you hear any transmis(~ions about 
orders given by him to stop the killing or stop the shooting, 
other than this one incident where you mentioned you saw th,e 
three people running down here? ..; 

A. Not until we got into the village, because I caJ 1 
remember after that, he was talking on the radio to, I be1~'eve, 
it was Lieutenant CALLEY and he had told him to stop all t~e 
shooting, and he called all the platoon leaders and told them--

(FLYNN) 16 APP T-355 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

l 

o 

o 



w 
CD 
<:'.11 

C) 

o 

FOR OFFICIAl. USE ONLY 

all of the platoons--and told them to stop shooting. 

Q. You think he talked to I.ieutenant CALLEY? 

A. All of the platoons. He called everybody and 
told them to stop shooting. 

Q. 
killing 
it was? 

A. 

Q. 
part of 

A. 
break. 

Q. 

He told this to them on the radio, to stop the ~ 
or stop the shooting. Do you know which of the two 

Was it stop the killing or was it stop the Shoo·ting? 

It was stop the killing. t 
This was just when you had reached the eastern 

the village of My Lai (4)? I 

That's right, before we stopped for ~ur lunch 

About what time would this be? 

A. I couldn't say for sure. We usually broke for 
lunch right around noon. 

Q. After he had made this transmission to all of the 
platoon leaders. Is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. From that time, what was the time lapse before 
he had all the platoon leaders gather around and where he 
mentioned the same thing? 

A. I can't remember if he talked to them during 
lunch break or not, but that was about the only time he would 
have talked to them. 

Q. Do you recall all the officers that were called? 

A.-. NO, sir. 

Q ¥ . ;). Do you recall their names? 

No, sir. 

Do you know Lieutenant CALLEY? 

A. Yes, I do. 
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Q. Did you recognize him there? 

A. No. 

Q. How do you know they were the platoon leaders? 

A. What do you mean? 

Q. This meeting where Captain MEDINA told them to 
stop the killing? 

A. He called them Qn the radio. 

Q. After he called them on the radio, did you say he 
also called them to a meeting later on? 

A. 

Q. 
he had 
all of 

A. 

Q. 
then? 

A. 

No. 

I misunderstood you. I had t.he impression that 
called them on the radio, and then later on, he called 
the pla·toon leaders together? 

NO, sir. 

In other words, he just called them by radio, 

Yes, sir. 

Q. While you were with Captain MEDINA did you hear 
any transmissions that came to him from the TOC at Dottie, 
Task Force Barker's TOC, in reference to a body count? 

A. Yes, I believe I did. 

Q. Do you recall what was said? 

A. All I heard was a body estimate. He said--well, 
before we stopped for lunch b:..eak, I remember he said there 
was 300; I believe it was 307, or something like that. 

Q. 3017 , 

A. Yes. 

Q. Would you say that this was an approximate number? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recall if Captain MEDINA got a bOdy count 
from the platoons? 

A. 

Q. 
then? 

A. 

I can't recall. 

How did Captain MEDINA come up with this figure 

I don't know. That is wha't I wondered then. 

Q. Do you recall any other transmissions that may 
have come over the radio? 

A. Well, I can remember once--my radio was on the 
air to ground frequency and I can remember, once, a helicopter 
pilot called him up and I didn't know what he had asked him. 
I believe it was about what was going on or something like 
that. 

Q. A helicopter pilot was calling Captain MEDINA? 

A. I believe. 

Q. You don't recall what he said? 

A. It was something about what was going on or some-
thing like that, and Captain MEDINA said he didn't know. 

Q. You don't recall who this may have been? 

A. No, sir. Well, it was a helicopter, I know. 

Q. Could it have been Colonel BARKER? 

A. I don't know.' 

Q. Could you have recognized Colonel BARKER's voice 
over the radio? 

A. The only way I would have recognized that was 
which radio it came offoL All the RTO' s were together. 

Q. At this time, you did change your frequency? 

A. To that medevac. I changed it when Captain MEDINA 
called in the medevac and then changed it back to the old frequency. 
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Q. This frequency, then was from the chopper pilot 
to Captain MEDINA, then? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In this case, he would have had to be on Task 
Force Barker's frequency? 

A. Either that or gunship. 

Q. In order for him to communicate with Captain 
MEDINA he would have had to be on Captain MEDINA's frequency? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recall any other transmissions? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. 
burning? 

Did you hear any orders come out about stop 'the 

A. No. 

Q. Now, let me go back somewhat here. 
going with Captain MEDINA through the village, 
and 2nd Platoons had already gone before you? 

A. Yes, sir. 

As you were 
both the 1st 
Is th'lt aorr.,,..,t? 

Q. 
burned? 

Did you see any of the huts in this village being 

A. There was quite a few being burnt. 

Q. You already heard the order once, where Captain 
MEDINA told the platoon leaders to stop the killing. Did he 
also mention anything about stop the burning? 

A. I can't recall. 

Q. What made Captain MEDINA give this order to stop 
the killing? 
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A. I don't know. 

Q. Was there any specific incident that occurred, or 
did he get a radio call from someone telling him about these, 
or what? 

A. I can't recall, sir. 

Q. In other words, the only thing you can recall, 
then was just Captain MEDINA giv~ng this order over the 
radio to the platoon leaders to stop the killing? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You don't know what caused him to give this 
particular order? 

A. No. 

Q. Since you were with him so close, we would assume 
then, that he saw these bodies too. Is that correct? 

A. Well, he had to. I mean, they were right there 
in plain sight. 

Q. In adclition to yourself and Captain MEDINA and 
t:he RTO' s was there anybody else in the command group that 
you can recall by name? 

A. You mean his RTO's? 

Q. Other than his RTO's; other personnel that stayed 
with the conunand group. 

A. Well, I knew the medic guy. I can't recall his 
name. 

Q. Do you recall a PIO man and a photographer going 
along on this operation? 

A. Jay ROBERTS, and I didn't know the other guy. 

Q. You mentioned Jay ROBERTS. Did you know him 
personally? 

(FLYNN) 21 APP T-355 

I FOR OFFICIAL USE ONI,Y 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was this from past aBsocia'tion? 

A. Yes I sir. 

Q. Did you talk to him at all during your route 
through this village? 

A. Yes, I believe, I did. 

Q. Was there any conversation brought up about the 
number of bodies or number of killings that you had observed? 

A. I believe I was by him that I was asked if we 
always did that when we went through the villages, and I told 
him I didn't know because I had just got there the day before. 
I believe I only talked to him once that I can remember, 
because he left about noon or a little bit before. 

Q. Did he stay with you throughout your entire route 
through the village or did he move in another direction? 
Did he accompany you throughout the entire trip with Captain 
MEDINA's command group or did he go on his own? 

A. I believe he wen't on his own, sir. 

Q. Other than this PIO man, this photographer that 
accompanied ROBERTS, do you recall anyone else that may have 
been taking pictures there in My Lai (4)7 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Anybody else that you can recall that had a camera? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. After you ate lunch there in the eastern part of 
the village of My Lai (4), do you recall what your actions 
were from there? 

A. I remember we had those two little girls with us 
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and we started sweeping on through this rice paddy area right 
in here. Where is the Pinkville area on here? 

Q. Well, it is actually located over here further. 
The map over there could show you a better picture. 

A. I believe we come through here (indicating on 
Exhibit MAP-4). 

Q. What do you recall about that day, that afternoon? 

A. Well, I remember we got in one of the villages and 
there was a lady there. She had a young son, holding it in 
her arms and she was jabbering about something. I didn't 
know what she was talking about or anything. Captain MEDINA 
told the interpreter to tell her to go down the highway or 
some place down there and go towards--I don't know if it was 
Quang Ngai or what. 

Q. You don't know what she was talking about? 

A. No. 

Q. That night you laagered in near a cemetery. 
you recall this? 

A. Yes, right inside the cemet.ery. 

Q. Did C/l/20 marry up, with Bravo Company? 

A. Bravo Company was down across the rice paddy, 
sweeping way down across, and we were going through 
the villages and stuff. 

Q. 
16th. 

A. 

I am referring now, to the evening of the 
Did you marry up with Bravo Company? 

I don't think we did. 

Do 

Q. 
that 

Is there anything that took place that evening 
you can recall? 

A. Well, I can remember that we--well, we saw some 
Vietnamese. Must have been 500 meters away or something like 
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that. I remember they took the machingun out there and 
tried to shoot at them, but they didn't get "them. 

Q. From the time you left My Lai (4), until you 
laagered in for the night was there any more shooting or 
burning of villages or huts? 

A. I couldn't say for sure. i 
Q. On the evening of the 16th do you recall seeing 
any National Policemen there? 

A. 

Q. 
suspected 

A. 

Yes. 

Do you know if the company had captured any } 
VC or NVA? ~ 

Yes, they had. 

Q. Did you see the National Police interrogating ~ 
the prisoners? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you see anything transpire, as to how they 
were treating them or anything else of this nature? 

\ 
A. Well, "they treated them pretty rough. \ ) 

Was there an American officer with them at this Q. 
time? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

(FLYNN) 

Yes. 

Do you know who he was? 

No, sir. 

Could you describe him? 
'l 

NO, sir, I couldn't. 

Did you see him do anything? 
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A. Well, I don't know if it was him, but I remember ~ 
seeing somebody interr.ogating one guy. Well, I was standing 
there watching him and they cut one guy's ear or cut his 
neck or something and I ..:emember seeing them chop one of 
his fingers off. 

Q. Who was doing this? I 
A. I don't know. 

Q. You don't reoall who did the chopping or the 
cutting of the ear or neck, then? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. • 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
after that? 

(FLYNN) 

No, sir. It was an AmeriCan~ 
Pardon. 

It wasn.'t 

It was not 

a National Police or anything.~ 
the National Police? 

NO, it was an American. 

It was an American? 

Yes, sir. 

Do you recall what rank he may have been? ~ 
No, sir. 

How close were you to the 

Between 5 and 10 feet. \ 

scene? .~ 

And you don't recall who it was? 

NO, sir. 

Had you seen him before? 

NO, sir. 

Do you know what happened to these 
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A. Well, they were shot. 

Q. They were shot? 

A. I believe. 

Q. Shot by whom'? 

A. I think it was by the National Police, 
but I can I t say, because I know the Na·tional Police took them 
behind some trees and stuff, took them off a ways from where 
we were. 

Q. At this time was it dark or light? ~ 
A. It was still light. \ 
Q. Do you know approximately, how many of these 
prisoners were shot? 

A. All but one of them. \ • 
Q. All but one. Well, how many is all? 

A. I believe there was 10 of them there to start 
with. 

Q. 10? 

A. I think so, if I can remember. There was one that } 
said he was something like a preacher or something like that. ) 

Q. On the day of the 16th, now, do you recall if the 
company was visited by anybody from Task Force Barker, the 
brigade, or the division? 

A. Well, yes, some officers came down. 

Q. This was on the 16th, now? 

A. Yes, sir, I believe. 

Q. Was this in the morning or afternoon? 
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It was in the afternoon. 

In the afternoon? 

Yes, sir. 

Where was the company located then? Was it just) 
My Lai (4), or were you near the laager area, or ~ 

(!) 
It was nearer the~ A. It was closer to some village. 

laager area than it was to My Lai (4). 

Q. Nearer to the laager area? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recall who this may have been? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Could you describe what took place? 

A. Well, we had taken a break about mid-afternoon, 
and along the way they picked up a bunch of prisoners. 

Q. 

A. 

Q • 

A. 
believe it 

Q. 

Who is "they"? 

I don't know where they came from. 

The company had prisoners? 1) 
Yes. And we met up with a different unit. I 
was from B Company from some other unit. 

B/4/3? 

A. Yes, sir. And then we were right outside of some 
little village or some pluce and, well, we were standing 
there; we were taking a long break, and at that time they were 
interrogating those prisoneres. I saw one. He was an officer, 
I know, the guy that was interrogating one and had a knife by 
his ear, up in here (pointing to his ear) and was trying -to 
get stuff out of them. I remember he put his finger over a 
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piece of board and took a knife and chopped it off. ~ 
Q. The American officer did this? ~ 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you say that you don't recall who this 
officer was? 

A. No, I don't, sir. 

Q. What I was referring to prior to this chopper 
that came down when you were visited by somebody from Task 
Force Barker or the brigade or the division. I wanted you 
to relate what happened there. What could you recall about 
this particular chopper coming down? Would you describe 
the rank of the person or who he was? 

A. 
colonel. 

Q. 
colonel? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

I wouldn't know. He was either a major of a 

Major or a colonel, or a major or a lieutenant 

Lieutenant colonel. 

You don't know who it was, then? 

No, sir. 

What did they do; talk to Captain MEDINA, or wha't? 

I can't say for sure. 

Q. And you say this happened from the time you left 
My Lai (4) and before you got to the laager area for the night 
when their chopper landed? Is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did the chopper stay on the ground or did it 
take off? 

A. Stayed on the ground, I believe. 
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Q. Was it just one officer that got off? 

A. I can't say. 

Q. How far away were you from the chopper? 

A. Maybe 50 meters. 

Q. 50? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You don't recall anything else? 

A. No, sir. They brought in a bunch of National 
Police. I can't say if any of them came on that same chopper. 
I know they brought in a bunch but I can't say how many there 
were, either. 

Q. This chopper that brought the major or lieutenant) 
colonel in also brought some National Police in with them? \ 

A. 
not. 

Q. 
from 'rask 
landed at 

A. 

I can't remember if it was that same chopper or 

But you don't recall or recocynize 
Force Barker, brigade, or divi.sion 
this time? 

NO, sir. 

aDY officer 
that. may have 

Q. Okay. We know that from other testimony that the 
company then moved down south to the river and then you more 
or less came back on up and that you were then extr21c·ted on 
the 18th of March. Do you recall this? 

A. I think I do. 

Q. Do you know where you were extracted to? Did you 
go back to Dottie? 

A. I can't say for sure, sir. 

Q. Before you left did Captain MEDINA or anybody 
else have a talk with you about what occurred at My Lai (4)? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q. Nobody told you anything about it? 

A. I don't remember if it was outt:here that I was 
told or no·t, but Captain MEDINA told us that they were having 
a brigade investigation. 

Q. Going to have a brigade investigation? 

A. Something like thaL An investigation about what 
happened and he told us not to say anything about what hap­
pened and that he was the only one that should talk about it. 

Q. He was what? 

A. I believe he said he would talk about it. 

Q. He would talk about it but for the rest of you 
not to talk about it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he indicated that in the event you were ques-
tioned by someone that you were --

A. (Interposing) Yes, sir. 

Q. How did you understand this? What was your inter-
pretation of what he told you? Let's say that if the investi­
gating officer or some officer came to you and ask you what 
transpired, what was your understanding? What were you -to say? 

A. I can't remember, sir. 

Q. Was it your impression, then, that you were not 
to say anything or --

A. 

Q. 
talking? 

A. 

Q. 

(FLYNN) 

(Interposing) Yes, sir. 

Only that Captain MEDINA himself was to do the 

Yes, sir. 

Now do you recall if this happened before you were 
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extracted from there or after? 

A. I can't say, sir. 

Q. When you arrived--indications are that you arrived 
back at LZ Dottie, was your chopper met by any officer there? 

A. I can't remember, sir. 

Q. You can't recall if any officer talked to you and 
asked you what actions took place at My Lai (4)? 

A. Nobody asked me about it. 

Q. You don't recall any officers meeting you out at 
the pad and questioning anybody as to what they saw at My Lai 
(4) or what happened there? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. This briefing that Captain MEDINA gave you, you 
don't know if it took place prior to your being extracted on 
the 18th or if it took place at LZ Dottie after you arrived 
there? 

A. I can't recall, sir. 

Q. Your understanding then, was that you were not 
to discuss this with anyone? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Let me just ask you then, assuming that you were 
questioned by some officer about what took place at My La{ 
(4), what would your answer have been? 

A. Well, I don't know what I would have said. 

Q. Well, what was your understanding? This is what 
I'm trying to draw out of you? 

A. I probably would have just answered questions. 
I wouldn't have come out and said, you know •••. 

Q. You wouldn't have told them what took place there 
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in My Lai (4)? 

A. Well, if I would have had to answer qU('stcions 
but: I wouldn't come out and 1:ellthem. 

Q. In other words, you would have answe:r:cd the 
questions if they were i'lsb"d of you, but you wouldn't have 
volunteered? Is this correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I'm going to ask you a number 
tions. A lot these are st,'::i.ctly opinion 
it will actually call for your opinion. 
ficer was Captain MEDINA? 

A. He was pretty stric,t. ~ 
Q. Strict? 

of general ques­
-type questions and 
What kind of an of-

A. Yes, sir. 
well and everything. 

Well, I thought he knew his job real \ 

Q. We have heard this from a number of vli tnesses who 
indicated the same thing. He was strict, but ye-t, he knew 
his job quite well. Anything else that you can relate about 
Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, not really. 

Q. Would you say that he had control of the company 
during My Lai (4)? 

A. 

Q. 
would you 
killed? 

A. 
them all. 
that until 

Yes, I think he did. 

If he had control of the company, then what 
say was the reason why so many women and children were 

Well, they were told the night before to shoot 
And I don't think there was any attempt to stop 
around noon someplace. 

Q. Did you hear anything at all about any killings 
that may have taken place down in Co Lay (2)? I am now 
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referring to that of B Company's operations? 

A. No. 

Q. We had some testimony where some people thought 
something occurred down in B Company's area of operation 
or perhaps that when the companies got together, some infor­
mation may have been exchanged between the personnel and so 
forth, but you didn't hear anything? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. NOw, thi s incident was not reported to the Depart-
ment of the Army until sometime ago and it was not known to 
t:he public for sometime. Could you give a reason why it was 
not reported before this? 

A. Well, probably everybody wanted to forget about 
it, I would think. 

Q. 
back 
it? 

What was the attitude of the men when they arrived 
at LZ Dottie after this operation? Did they talk about 
Was there a discussion of any type? 

A. No, sir, I can't recall. 

Q.' In other words, did you talk to anybody about it 
after you got back? 

A. No. 

Q. The subject was just dropped completely? 

A. Well, guys talked about it, yes, but --

Q. (Interposing) Well, that's what I was referring 
to. What was discussed, basically? Do you recall? 

A. I can't say fOl: sure, sir. 

Q. To your knowledge was there an investigation of 
My Lai (4)? 

A. You mean brigade investigation? 
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Q 0 Any ·type of investi.gation? 

A. Right after it happened'? 'I'he only thing I heard 
abl'llt i-t was when Capt.ain MEDINA t.o1d us not to say anything 
abou-t it. at all and t.hat f s all I heard about it. un·ti1 this 
here came up. 

, Q. Again, this investigat:ion that Captain MEDINA was 
refor:r.ing to I did you say he men-tioned that this was a brigade 
investigati.on being conducted? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
talk about 
about it? 

A. 

Yes, sir. 

Were you questioned by anyone? 

NO, I.wasn't. 

Other than what Captain MEDINA told you, not teo 
it, did anybody elso tell you to keep quiet 

I 

No, si.r. 

. Q. What was -the attitude of the men in C Company 
toward the Vietnamese personnel? 

A. It was a pretty shrewd att.itude. 

Wha-t do you mean? 

A. You mean how they 1i.ked them? 

Q. Yes. 

A. They didn't. 

Q. They didn't like them? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Would you elaborate on that a little bit? This 
is an opinion, I realize. 

A. Well, they jus-t didn't like them. 

Q. Well, do you recall any discussions or actions 
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toward the Vietnamese personnel? 

A. Well, they were pretty rough on -them. 

Q. In what way? 

A. Well, I just know there was a lot of raping going 
on in the village when they went out and stuff like that. I 
can recall that in that one down in Pinkville, I believe it 
was, we captured this one officer and nurse and one other guy, 
I believe it was, and they picked on him quit_e a bit. 

Q. Was this on the day following the My Lai operation, 
the 17th, or was this another operation that you are talking 
about? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 
their 
hands 

Q. 

A. 

NO, it was the same operation. 

What do you mean they picked on them? 

Well, they 
pants and stuff 
tied. 

put cigarette butts in the elastic of 
like that and the Vietnamese had their 

Who was doing this? 

Well, I couldn't say for sure. 

Q. You say you saw them put cigaret-te butts in the 
rUbber by their trousers? 

A. Yeslsir. 

Q. You mentioned a rape a while ago. Was there any 
raping done at My Lai (4)? 

A. I don' -t think so; not -that I he ard of anyway. 

Q. But you did hear of rapes prior to this? 

A. Oh, yes. 

Q. Did you see any rapes? 

A. No. 
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Just talk among the men? 

Yes. 

Do you know who was talking about it? 

No, not really. 

Q. So in other words, you don't know who was doing 
the raping or anything else; that it was just talk among the 
men? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In other words, one GI wouldn't tell another that 
he raped somebody? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. But just the talk that rapes were taking place? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know if this was reported at all to Captain 
MEDINA at anytime, about the rapes? 

A. I don't believe so, sir. 

Q. What was his feelings about rapes? 

A. Well, I wouldn't really know. 

Q. Why do you think, in your opinion, the shootings 
and so forth and everything that transpired in My Lai (4) 
actually occurred? 

A. Why they did? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, we were told that they had received infor-
mation that it was a VC village. 

Q. And? 
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A. Well, I guess they had guys lost in there quite f.h. 
a bit, and this Sergeant COX I know, I think it was tha·t e 
village, he was around there and around Pinkville, and he got 
killed there and there was some pretty popular peJple in our 
company that were killed that night. Probably just feelings 
about that area. 

Q. In other words, the information that you had re- 1 f'J\ 
ceived, that this was a VC or NVA area? )~ 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The fact that: some of the men had been killed 
prior to this time? 

A. Well, I wouldn't say that's why it took place or 
anything but it would be easier for the men to do it then, 
I would think. 

Q. In your opinion, why do you think it happened? 

A. We were . ordered to do it. \ 

Q. Pardon? 

it. \ l~. We were ordered to do 

Q. Again, this is based on the order that Captain 
MEDINA gave you, that women, children, cows, chickens, and 
pigs and so forth were to be killed? 

A. Yes. 

~ 

Q. You definitely did hear Captain MEDINA say that,~ 
especially about the women and children to be killed? 

A. Yes. 

Q. If I recall, I asked you this question previously; 
this was a question that was asked him. 

A. I believe it was, the night before we went on 
the assault. 

Q. The night of the 15th at the briefing, then? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. You think somebody did ask him -- about women 
and children? 

A. I think so. 

Q. If this included women and children? You think 
it was asked, and his reply was, yes it did include them? 

A. Yes. He just said everything and in the brief-
ing he said men, women, and children. 

Q. Did he indicate where he got his orders from 
or were his orders from his superiors? 

A. Well, he said it come down from intelligence that 
it was a VC village and who were we to question it? C) 

C":J 
Q. What did 
was asked, did this 
feeling about this? 

you think about this when the question ~) 
include women and children? What was your \:? 

'lP.f\ ~ 
They )'.eI A. Well, we felt it was a complete VC village. 

were holding up enemy in there. 

Q. Just because this was supposed to be a VC Village) 8'\ 
do you think that the women and children should have been ) ~ 
killed? 

A. Well, the way I looked at it we were ordered to 
do it. 

Q. Well, you mentioned that you don't recall receiv-
ing any fire. These people that you saw laying dead, women 
and children, were they armed? 

A. No, not unless somebody got the weapons from them 
before we got there. 

Q. In other words then, the fact that women and 
children were killed really didn't phase you that much, 

A. No, not really. 

then?~® 
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Q. In other words, your feeling was this is a VC ) 
village and thesQ were VC women and children in that village? 1 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The newspapers have indicated to some extent that 
there may have been a marijuana problem in the company, or 
another name for marijuana would be that of pot. What is 'your 
opinion of this? Was there a problem? 

A. Well, the biggest percentage didn't, smoke it that 
I could see. 

Q. 

A. 

• 
You say tlle biggest percentage didn't smoke it? 

I don't think so. 

Q. From your observations of t:l1e 16th, would you say 
that anybody was under the influence of marijuana? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you observe at any ,time anyone being under 
the influence of marijuana? 

A. You mean that day? 

Q. Yes. 

A. That day, no. 

Q. Getting back to My Lai (4), you mentioned that 
Colonel BARKER was flying over the area and he was communicat­
ing with Captain MEDINA. What was the altitude of t:his plane? 
Was he high, was he lOW, or what? Do you recall? 

A. He wasn"t really high and, well, he wasn't really 
low either. 

Q. 
village? 

A. 

Q. 

(FLYNN) 

Do you recall him making any low passes over the 

I believe it was him that did. 

But you're not sure, then? 
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No, sil:'o 

Q, You don't r.'ccal1 whct.her a chopper may have come 
ire low and then a radiQ transmission :from the chopper Lo Captatn 
MEDINA? 

A. 

Q. 
Is Ule.re 
anything 

A. 

Q. 

1970.) 

1970.) 

No. 

Mr. FLYNN, I have asked you a number of questions. 
anything else that you can recall from My Lai (4) or 
that we haVEm I t discussed and comes Lo mind? 

No, I don'L believe so. 

Okay, the heaTing will recess. 

(The hearing recessed at 1455 houn;, 11 February 

(The hearing reconvened at 1505 hours, 11 l"ebruary 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: 'rhe hearing will come to ord,~r. MAJ ZYC!lOWSKI 
is pl:esent. 

Mr. FLYNN, Lhis port.ion of the inLurview will be 
dealing wi·th the aerial photograph on which we I 11 t.ry to ploL 
the route tha·t you t.ook t:hrough Uw village of My Lai (4). I 
will have you look at some photographs and see if you can iden-· 
tify or recognize anything on 1:hese photographs and possibly 
plot Lhem on this map, bl'dore you is the aerial pho'cograph 
of My Lai (4) and its surrounding area. Going back to t.he 
16th of March, 1968, would you indicated on this map the 
approximate area of t:he LZ'? 

A. Right back here. 

Q. If I recall from your previous testimony, you 
mentioned you got out of the helicop·ter and you scatt:ered 
throughout. the area. When you landed, I assume then, tha·t 
the other platoons were already going into the village? Is 
that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. How long did you stay out here in the LZ before 
you proceeded to My Lai (4)? 

A. 

Q. 
group? 

A. 

Q. 
you took? 

About 5 to 10 minutes. 

And you were with Captain MEDINA and the command 

Yes, sir. 

From the LZ would you indicated the route that 

A. Well, we come right up in here and we started 
coming down the trail. 

Q. You went into about the center and you went in 
a southerly direction on the western portion of the village? 
Is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. We took this trail up to here. 

Q. Prior to getting t.O the north-south trail did 
you state you went some place here to look for some weapons? 

A. Yes, sir. While we were on our way up there we 
got a call from one of the choppers. There was a "gook" with 
a weapon over here. The whole command group, all the platoons 
were up ahead, so the command group told us to come down here 
to see if we could find those weapons. We didn't find any, 
so it was over here beyond the rice paddy. There was a girl 
lying down with a basket, and Captain MEDINA looked over 
there 

Q. (Interposing) Point 1 would be the approximate 
area where Mr. FLYNN and the command group went and attempted 
to find the weapons that were reported to them by the heli­
copter pilot. Is that co.!. .... ect? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Also this is the same area where you saw Captain 
MEDINA shoot this girl. Is that correct? 

A •... Yes, sir. 
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Q. You stated this in yom: previoun testimony? 

A. Yes. 

Q .• 
did not 

This is where you looked for the weapons but you 
find the weapons. Is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you find any bodies in this area? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many bodies were there? 

A. There weren't very many. 

Q. I'm referring down here where point 1 is. 

A. Well, I'd say tha·t at least four down in there. 

Q. Four down in here? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But you did not find the weapons? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Point I, this area. was marked by the chopper pilots 
wi·th smoke? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was there any communication with the pilots and 
Captain MEDINA while you were at this area? 

A. Well, yes, sir. We were trying to find out where 
they had seen those weapons and we couldn't find them at all. 

Q. This information then, was passed on to the chop-
per pilots? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you hear any transmissions coming back from 
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