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_ '" ,During t-l1'e period December 1967 thrwghHay 1968 I was attached -to Co:npany : 
C, 1st Battalion, 20th Infa"lt:ry-, nth Infantzy Brig~de,A]'1EHICAL Division, in Vietm"4. 
'Hy parent unit, Has Battery C, 6th Battalion, nth Artillery, also of the AHEHICftL 
Division. I carried a PRC-25 radio for the Artillery For\'lard Observer. Usually 
this was Lieu-tencnt ALEUX. I also worm d with Sgt KERN, I'Tho was the Recon Sergeant. 
I,e I-I:>rked ,\'rlth the co:nmand group whenever we were out. 

, Dclring the sprirt~ of 1968, ~/e went on an operaticn in HyLai(h). I remember it 
,:a5 right, around St Patrick's day. ' ;1:' attended tro 'coqany bri'efing till nig,1-Jt befoN 
,the operation. This Has at LZ Dottie. Captain I,JEDINA gave the briefing. It ~Ta~ a 
}X!p talk'- \'Ie had recd ved 'sniper fire from the' village and lie had losses as a re-
Sulf of VC activity around the vill'l.ge and this 'was pointed out. During the briefing 
]-fSDlNA said sCiJethineabo-..t going- into the 'village and "killing eVdything that 
moved," or \,'Ords to that effect. All of the unit offi cers were at this briefing. 
There ,laS no briefing from a'1yone else that I recall. Scmeore from Battalion might 
have been there becaUse I recall sooeone standing with J.!EDINA ;,hen he gave the talk. 

Too mxt day we ~Tere flovll'l to HyLai (h) in a chopper. Ive landed 011 the si de of 
the village away fro!ll the ocean. I 11a5 in the 1st or 2d lift of choppers. I was 
armed \lith an 11-16 rifle. Captain HEDJ}IA ,laS accom;:an:i£d by his UTO's: Fred \'rrm3R 
ani PWL. lrun;LAY might ha ve been there also but he m.ts sed some operat ions because 
of rralaria, but nO>i that l've thought about it, I am sure he was there. Also \-11th 
the c cilpa"ld group was Hick CAPEZZA. I think KE.~ \'las out with ore of the pIc,tOODS. 
There were two PIO' 5, a Sergeant and an SP-4 ~lith the ccrnmand grol.p. I kno" that 
the Executive Officer and the First Sergeant were not on this operation. 

There w<),s 'an artillery preparation of 69 rounds before we landed. To the best 
pi' roy knC'(,/ledge, none of the rounds strick in the village, There 11ere no rounds fired 
;into the cOl:lfl"g;nd group and I saw no signs of resistmce in the village. After'Te 
;Landed lYe m9ved hehind other US troops thrrugh the village. 

Afte;,- We lanied and pefore ,Ie got very far into the village, Captain I,ZDDL.\. 
P!3gan to C.'1{;;l8 after C\ V:ietllil-mese I'lho was fleei.l'lg frolll the village. All the rest 
Qfthe COmr.'"md <!roup ran after th~m ~(), but we couldn't keep up so well because 1<", 

Were ;running tl1'1:'EUgh a paddy with a fadio on my back. I heard shots fired from 
!'klere H:<:DHJ,iI. lr(l,~ (ami. it had to pe from his rifle because he was alone there) and 
~'Then I got lJP ii9 "mere l1e w?-s, }iEIJ.j:NA l'laS sta'1ding over a Vietnamese he had just 
Ilhot. There w""e tW9 l;>ubble~(;hoppers ;in the imrre di<t e area. I don 't recall "nether 
C!r' not the (jeild V;i.etnflE-e Se l'laS ",' man 0'1:' a woman. ALEUX was there at the t lrrB and 
had arrived Pefore l did. \'~D!,r;lR~ !?4U:L, and maybe MillRAY' were there also. 

Q. Oth~r w:i i;.m sses have stated that this Vietnamese was shot earlier and that the 
choppers had LErmd the girl with snoke so someone could co:ne to her and give her 
first aid and that j,GDINA shot her after he frund her wounde<L, Hould you conu:ent 
on this? 
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• 
Sti'tement of Hr MARTIN, taken at ~~9,desto, Cal., 16 October 1969, rontinuE,,:l 

J.. .1 recall nOli that you rrentic:n it th et there ~,as smoke from the choppers th'ere. 
I had seen someone running from him during the ch ase. We ran 150 or 200 yards after 
the person. It ~ras' my impression that a VC was escoping and the c hoppers popped sm:Jke 
to guide us to the VC. HEDINA's rifle !il'e I'ras a burst of autor.latic fire. I think' 
m fi red quite a fel" bullets am I recall thin king that enough blllets h3.d been fi rod 
to kill a person. 

• 
Q. W1Bt I:appemd then? 
A. I left with HEDINA and the others and we ~,ent backinto the villigl. 
While ~ie ~,ere out by the body in the paddy I had he1!I'd quite a bit of rifle fire 
from the v illa/;e. I ~ralked behind HEDINA. Our or del' or ma rch "ras l<lli:DINA, 
and \'[Dl,:ER, PAUL, and HURRAY, then Lt ALEUX, and I, am then the Hedic. I saw 
dead Viet!l9.mese all over the place. I estimate I Sali 100 dead people in this 
villa,ge and this I'/aS on a strightl:ine march thrrugh the >lillage. I didn't go 
in and out or around trying to f:ind bo<;lies. I aloo saw a, lot of slaughtered 
cattle. The people I sal; h3.d been shot lli th 11-16 rifles. I saw no \\ounds I 
cornidered caused by artillery fire or shrapr.el or high explosives. I did hear 
grenades going off in the dugouts the Vietnamese used for banb shelters. 

Q. v!as YtEDINA in ymr s jght at all times? 
A. I vras wi ththe romrrand group at all times and cnly lost si /tlt of him \<ben he 
went around a corner or so rmthin g like that. 
XX . 
Q. Did ycu see mDt-ER kill anybody? 
A. I did not see 1'1IIT'iER kill anybody. He took a lot of photographs of bodies 
<ilr:ing var ious oFeraticns and I considered this peculiar. 

Q. Do you knm; if anyone had a ce:nera ~ri th them during HyLai(4)? 
A. l·(sDINA alliays carried a litUe camera in his mmo box. Lt ALEUX carried a' 
good camera "Ii. th him. I knew the PIa people took 5 ane photog:caFhs. I do not knO\ol 
anycne ehe ",ho might have taken photograP'ls dur:ing HyLai (4). , 

Q. Did you see anyone take an old man out of a hut and bring him to the Command:ing 
Officer (1·3DINA) for questic:ning and then shoot the old man? 
A. I did!! 't see th at.. I have seen HEDINA hit Vietnames e when quest;iioning then, 
blt never sa", him kill anycne in the course of interrogation. 

Q. Did yoo see anyone kill anyone that day. 
A. Yes, I saw fi-va or ten guys kill Vietnamese, but I can't gi. va sp ecific incidents. 

Q. v/here were yO). \'men CARTlC..>t shot himself in the foet? 
A. vIe were east of \;here CART.ffi was,when he shot himself and Ivalked ~Iest thrOlgh 
the village for 3-4 minutes to get to I .. here he was. VIe all sat around "hile CAPEZZA 
treated C:"'"" OARTiffi. 

Q. Just about this time, a litUe boy - about eight or nine years of age -- llalked 
down the patch and someone from the comrre.nd group shot him. Did you see this? 
A. No I did no~ see this. I realized l;hile we were \orc.lking tlTough the village 
that a slaughter "of civilians was g:>ing on and it was pt'etty horrible, but I don't 
recall specifics. 
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Statement;. of Hr HARTL1>l, taken at J.!odesto, California, 16 October 1969, continued 

Q. If yeN. Iene',", there was a slaugl1ter go:ing on, wouldn't l>!EDINA, of necessity, 
reach!ld the sane conclusion?·, 
A. ALEUX and I reached this c en clus ion during th e march through NyLai (h). Common 
sence indi cat es that he Sal1 that civilians. -- hOmen and children dead and dying __ , 
and must ,have sem people getti~ shot. He must have kno~m that his soldiers were 
killing the civilians in HyLai(4). ' 

• 
Q. On the far side of l1yLai(4) was an irregation ditch "hich served as the scene of 
a mass execution. There were 50 or more people forced into the dit ch and executed. 
Have yw any knol'lledge of this' incident? 
A. Someone from conurand group -- I believe 1i[]J1·!ER - told Ire there were bodies 
piled ore on top of another in the ditch, but I didn't look into the ditch 
and ~lasn't present when the people were killed. 

Q. Earlier in the sa.'lle day SOIlE civilians were executed in a group inside the 
village. Do you h6.ve any knowledge of this incident? 
A. I know ncthing about this. 

Q. Have yeN. ever seen CALLEY molest, kill, or harm anyone? 
A. I have seen him beat Vietnamese on several occasicns while cpestioning them. 
These beatings involved real physical damage - broken teeth; that sort of thing. 
The people l,ere al Hays farIll3rs and people like that lie foun:! en patrols and were 
questicn:ing. Also. before J.!yLai(h) at about the end of January or the first of 
Febmary 1968. we l'lere I·;crkine; out of LZ Uptight on a Plamcn Patrol. I was RTO 
for KEID! or ALEUX -- I am pretty sure it was AIEUX aleng that tine. CALLEY and 
sone others had aman they questioned and they had him spread over a well trying to 
get sone information from him. "ihen he didn't ansHer then, they forced hi:ninto the 
well. TjoJ~'l much I kna", from ~lho.t people said to me. I "JaS sitting behlea."} thirt;'t·-
five and fift.y feet from the l1ell. I sal" the group of people around the well. I 
th:ink I walked over there and sal'l that a suspect was being q\.l(>stioned and then, rG.ther 
than Hatch, I walked away. I saw CALlEY fire into the well, ~1ith his 11-16. I reme.nber 
CALI:t,Y was yelling questions at the mn. After he fired. I wall<J3d over to the well 
and looked in and saw a man's bod,y in the well. 

Q. "iho else was around when thi s took place? 
A. CALLEr ~JaS there. CA...'lTER was around the area. I remember him KX hitt:ing sanec:ne 
in that vicinity himself. GRZESIC was there. but not right at the IfeLl. Sgt l1ITCHJ:;LL 
should have bem there, but I dcn't remenber specifically seeing him there at that tir..e. 
CALLEY's RTO mould have been there also. 

Q. Was there an investigaticn afteI' HyLai(4)? 
A. I was never questioned, but I did hear the chopper pilots had complained about 
the incident ~rith lEDI:lA and the perron he killed. I never heard of any investigatim 
andno one ever toJd me to keep cpiet about thematter. I did not report the rr£ltter to 
anyone because I had a year to do with those people - the people in the oompany -- and 
felt tlut the company sheN.ld stick together. 

Q. During HyLai(4) did YeN. see anyone molested by the Vietnamese Natior.?l Police? 
A. Yes at the er,d of the day (afteI' NyLai(h» we walked into a ce:neta:zy and set 
up a pe~imeter. ~le jo:ined another canrany. as I recall. When I f:irst saw the 
National Police they had three or fOlr Vietnamese in custody. The Vietnamese police 
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,state,lent, of HI' HA..'tT1t,r, ta.l<:en at Hodesto, California, 16 October 1'769, eor:tinued 

~ , 

sho~ three of these people mee each. I was twenty-five or thirty feet from 
the Vi~namese when they were shot end I 5al'1 a pistol drawn and then I started 
watchmg. While I watched, I saw one Vietnamase ranger holding a Il'eapen. Then 
he kept questioning the men end I looked aW3(f. I heard a shot and looked around 
and saw that the Vietnamese Ranger or Policeman had just shot one of th e Vietna;ne5e. 
Then the Vietna:nese police shot two' more people. It was all in a rel ati vely close 
time span that the three were s hot. I den't recall now ~mat kind 0 f \'18apon I,/as used 
for sure, but knOll' that it ~lasn't an 11-16. The Vietnarr.asewere put in a ditch and 
then sorreone said, ",some boqy shculd go finis h them 0 ff." We could h ear moaning from 
the di tdl and I remember one of them moving -- everyom in the ccmrrand grcup ,rent 'over 
there an:! sm'l this -- and s aneone made a remark about how cruel the Viet.'1ameee police 
~Iere, to l'ound but not kill these suspects. One of our people -- as I recall -- it 
was vlIll-lC;R, went over lti. th his H-16 and finis hed them off by shooting them Hi. th his 
riDe. I went over and looked in the ditch a few minu.tes later and all of thee 
Vietnamese in the ditch were dead. Other I'd. tre sses were GRZ£SIC and PHU. 

Q. Did !·:EDINA see this ? 
A. I think he \-las right th ere, talking with another CDptain or officer; someone 
outside the C<ll1pl!V. There ~rere tl''!) other outsiders -- I think HI people there. 
These Vietnamese were killed by ;IIDl'lER as an act of mercy because they had bem 

unded -- shot through the head -and ~Iere goin g to die in an hoor or so anY"my. 

Q.In HyLai(4) -- what were the proportion of lOOn a.'1d women and children among 
the dead? 
A. There 1-rere six cr seven men of military age, a grotp of older men, and then 
the rrajority of the dead vlere 1',<:Jl1l3n and children. 

Q. D.!rbg theoperat ion was the "ord passed to stop killing ci vilians ? 
A. Yes. Just before lie found the two li tUe kids an order wa.s put out to stop 
let killing, but I don't recall tmo p~ the ~Ioid out. As I recall, it was at the 
end of the HyLei (4) operation. 

Q. Were huts burred in HyLai(4)? 
A. I believe everything ~as set on fire. I set fire to 2-3 huts and then my 
lighter ran out of fuel. I sali }:EDINA set fire to SCl:le huts inHyLai(4) also. 

Q. Did yru fire yo.!r weapen? 
A. Yes. I fired one shot in frm t 
Salf that its guts ~re hanging out. 

of a pig to make it move, but it didn't and I 
I di d not throw eny grenades. 

Q. ros any medical care fumis.'led the Vietnamese? 
A. Not that I salf. All the Vietnamese 'I sa~l lfere dead. 

Q. Do yeu lmOlr anyth5.:1g else -- anything at all - which might be corsidered crio:D.nal 
or improper ~hich took place in Vietnam ~ihil e you were there? 
A. Yes. A couple 0 f days after HyLai (4) J,!EDINA was al'ray and Lt JENSZ:I \'/8.S acting 
comlJll.nding officer. VIe were out in the field and some lOOn captured a Viet Cong nurse 
and brOlght he: in. Before he asked her cnything, JE:mZ:,j hit her very hard in the 
face and then asked he: sene questiens in Er.glish and continued to strike her very 
hard in the face. I got a cJ.oth am poured water on it to bathe her head. I ~s 
told that the men ~[ho captured her IRd raped her before they bro..l~r to'tb..e 
L ' t J..', ..t. "d ., t .... nll'''lT '.- .li .l.'. - Lhree ' .... 0 c-·tU·~~l .1.- ..... _ .,,-t!,l ... 1.eu cH;§,.n""" ..I. ~·,ra.s ",O...I.C vna_ vv .. ~J.~o.(~ uJ.. vl.,c: 1..0 ~""l ,;:1iJ _~~~'t:.: f) •• .!...-...:. 

I am not sure it was CmTI .. no--e;rptured the gJ..I'1. At soce stage the g~rl's blouse 
was opened or ta%en off because I remember seeing her breasts. There had been s ane,;ne 
with her \\hen she was first sighted, and I don't lmow if he esceped or was captured or 
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. St.<.te::lent of l·ir HARTIN, ta%en at l'i9,desto, CaJ.., 16 October 1% 9, rontinued 

~hat happ'md to him. I think the girl ~/aS evacuated by helicopter. 

Q. At ore t:in.-e CONTI I'lUS allegedly seen carrying t his girl over his shrulder. 
At this time, the girl's blouse Ilas off an:! she I-JaS unconscious. Can you account 
for this? 
A. No. I renember him bringing he'!" cbl-Ill from the hill and sm ,ras being pulle d 
and she Ilas conscio~s thenp as IrecDll. I never Sal'l her uncorBcious myself. 
I put the Hater en her head she 11as groaning. I beiieve PAUL poured sane Ilater 
too. 

, 

along, 
Uhen 
on her 

Q. "/hat els,a do you kn::nr about COUn? > 

A. He Ilas rieput ed to ha ve beeh"""'Involved in raping an d looting. He Has reputed to 
belong to a group of people -- four or five guys - I'mo did this sort of thing. 
One felloH:in the grolp I heard "/as SnrmE. Another one Ilas SIl1O!'JZ's best frIend -
an Italian from l!e\~ York City ~;ho stepP'd on a mine and later died. Th9re ~;ere 
fi ve or six §.lys in the can~ny Hi th h9lrrets decorated Hi th braids of h?ir they 
had cut from girls' heads. CGN'l'I was one of the people with his helmet so decorated 
end I believe SL;:::NE ~Tas ancther. 

Q. Is there a.'1ything yoo w~ \'..ould like to add to this statement or to have deleted 
from this stat ement? 
A.There \'lere instances in the compa.'1y of people cutting off the fingers of dead 
VC or the mrs and also of kicking out g:>ld teeth, but I can't identify any of these 
people by mine or more defir.itely locate the incidents. 

Q. Do you have anything further to this staterrent? If there anything you \'lish 
dele ted fro m this statement? 
A. Yes. Having read the statement I would like to add that I think KERN was lath 
us ilien the Natior.al Police exer.uted the Vietnamese in the CP area. There were more 
~litnesses than those mentioned in the statement, but I can 't recall \'Iho else I-JaS 
there. 

Q. Is there any other mange? 
A. Yes, con:eming the VCnurse: PAUL and I both -- I think - got th9 \'/ater and 
poured it on the girl. This was to stop the gooaning. The girl was kept with the 
OP group that night but was not evacuated by helicopter liar because she escaped 
ch.trirg tre night. 

Q. Are there any other changes or corrections? 
A. No there are not. 

\ 
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AFr ')AVIT 
I, Louis B. Hartin HJWE READ OR HAVE HAD REAO TO ME THIS STAT 

MENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND ENDS ON PAGE 6 . I FUL.L.Y UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT 
MAOE SY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVE INiTTACEo ALL CORRECTIONS ANO HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH FA 
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. I HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THR 
OF PUNISHMENT. AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNL.AWFUL INFLUENCE, OR UNLAWFUL INOUCEMENT. 

Wl.tJJ>- ~ .. MrUJt/iv 

.WITN ESSES: 
($J~nllturo 01 Peraon M.s.klnll Sta/omont) 
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