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_On 21 October 1969, Mr. Roger Louis ALAUX, Jr.)
» was Interviewed and stated he was released from Active Duty with tho

2

AUS Army in the grade of 1LT on 22 January 1969,  Sometime prlor to December 1967,

vas-assigned to C Company, 1st Battalion, 20th Infan*ry, in Hawali as an Artil lery

Officer. 'Oan''1 Dccomber 1967 "he accompanned the unit to the’ Republlc of Vietnam,  _
where he served with C Company for a per:od of six months.  'He recalled parL1c1paL1n0
1n thc comba p sault migsion on the. v1llage of Mv Lai (4) durlng March 1968 and qLaL
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on the even:ng prior Lo the ﬁiSSloq, the.unit weq located at Lz DOLtle. CPl
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PEDIR Ty the Commanding Officer, held a briefing which lasted 30 minutes or so aad was
someyhat longer than the usual nission- Brieflng ALAUX stated that from this briefin
there was no doubt in his mind that CPT MEDINA issued orders t$ the company to destro
everyth:ng and everybody in the v1llage. He stated- "”“TT“Tﬁnogcaiod ‘thatrz-clearance
had been received from "higher up" and that also the Vietnamese National Police had
reported the village being cliuXetely VO . Further, that the National Police had
physically moved out all the villagers but the villagers later returned. He stated
that CPTNINATZaVE The ifpression thatthe villapors had heen warned many times to
clear out of.the area, At any rate, the village was suspected of being a stronghold
of the 47th VC Battalion and a VC supply point. TIIDTRAT21s6TIRAICALEA " Ehat =11 the D
exces$ive food and rice was to be destroyed 'nLAUX stated there was ne question that
TPT-MEDINA.had . recelved c¢legrance-frow "higher up" to destroy the v1llave wvhich was a
thorn in everyone' s 51de, 1nc1ud1ng the Vietnamese Forceq.

ALAUX stated that to understand the members of the unit at the time of this
mission, it was necessary to provide a little background information. He said that
several=units, including Vietnamese Forces, had attempted to clean out the VC in this
particular area several times and that there were always a high rate of casualties.
He stated that C Company had had many casvalties and this was their first opportunity
to search out and destroy the VC. He indicated that the morale of the unit was low,
and short]y prior to this mission, the ‘unit had encountered a mine field where 15-18
members of the vnit had been injured or killed. He described CPlfY:DIKL'”'F1*er;vf i
veing-a Ypep'italk-and not the usual type of brlefln i RS T r;;;,h; T
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ALAUX stated ‘that the following mornlng he denarted LZ Dottie by hellcopter with
the Command Group. He believed the Command Group was with the first air lift and
consisted of himself; CPT MEDINA; MURRAY, the CO's RTO; MARVIN, ALAUX's RTO; CAPPLZZA
the senior medic; CPT.Ullllam RFRNS -and SGT PUU, the CO s interpreter.Vo.:“ s

sz Billy H. THOMPSON __» WANT TO MAKE.THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:
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They landed in a dry rice paddy about 100 meters on the western side of the
village. He stated the Conmand Croup stayed together while the remaining
elements of the unit arrived at the landing zone. Then the first and sccond
platoons formed on line and moved into the village with the third platoon and
the Command Group remaining in reserve in the rice paddy area. ALAUX estimated
that this formation time took 30-45 minutes considering the ferrying time of
about 15 minutes from LZ Dottic to the village area. ' ' '

‘on the village, although hc was aware that there was some firing on the village
from-a 105mm Battery located on L7 Uptight. He stated that this Artillery suppor
was from D Battery of the 196th Infantry and was directed and controlled by Task
Force Barker and the Battalion Headquarters. He stated that he did not call for
any further artillery support after arriving at My Lai (4) and had no knowledge
as to how many artillery rounds were delivercd on the village. ALAUX advised
that his RTO, PFC MARTIN, could have been awvare of the number of rounds delivered
inasmuch as MARTIN was continually monitoring the radie and such information
_would probably have been relayed to C Company. He did not recall hearing any

jnformation as to the number of artillery rounds fired on the village.

. ALAUX advised that he was not aware of the extent of artillery preparation
:11

Command Group. ~He indicated that there were some 15-20 people dead and scattered
along the trails of the village and indicated that he did not know who shot and
killcd these persons. ALAUX stated that he carried an ¥-16 rifle and about 10
magazines of ‘ammunition and did not fire his weapon during this assault, He stated
that to the best of his recollection, he Jid not-observe the members of the Command
Group firing at any of the Victnamese civilians. ALAUX stated that the length of
time that it took to clear the village was approximately one hour. le stated

that initially there was extensivewgmqllmggms_ﬁiggir@gt“;hagmgpe firing stopped.

ALAUX stated that he moved out of the rice paddy into the village with the {

He could not recall hearingnaﬁfﬁﬂlblNA“iSSUe-a"cease“fire”order}fﬂgwé¥ér,3he
stated that it was possible such an order was given after the Command Group
entered the village area. ALAUX was of the opinion that all the dead persons he
observed had been killed by small arms fire tather than artillery fire. He stated
that he did not see any of the villagers being shot and they appeared to have
been shot by the two lead platoons by the time he arrived in the village proper.
He described the dead persons as ranglng from babies ‘to old men and women.

ALAUX recalled one incident involving a Vietnamiése male wherein somcone in
the Command Group might have killed one of the villagers. Somewhere near the
center of My Lai (4) this male was running away from the village and SGT PHU,
CPT TEFINA™s interpreter, yelled for the Vietnamese man to Stop. The man continued
to run and was chased by CPTMIDINA; SGT PIU and saeveral other members of the unit
whom ALAUX could not identify. The man was then shot by someone; possibly from
the group, although ALAUX could not state who shot this individuval. VWhen
questioned as to whether or not the man could have been shot by CPTQMEDINﬁBof
SGT PHU, ALAUX replied that he did not think so and stated it would be highly
unusual for the CO to shoot anyone. He stated he did pot know who had shot and
killed this Vietnamnese. .
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ALAUX stated that PHU did nat openly disapprove of the v1]1agers belng
killed, but that it was his personal opinion that PHU was very unhappy with the
situation at My Lai (4)., He stated that he thought most of the unit was re~
morseful about the number of persons killed in the village. ALAUX stated thatg>
he saw in a combat mission report that 128 Vietnamese had been killed and as
far as he knew, this was an actual physical count of the dead bodies. He

- said that he did not see this many dead bodies, although he might have seen

as many as 50, ) _ :
T/ ’ ot

- ALAUX stated that he did not recall sceing 2LT CALLEY during this mission.
He denied seeing a ditch or area wherein a large group of bodies had been killed
" He stated that he did observe one group of dead Vietnamcse laylng along a trail
leading from the south of the village, These persons appeared to have been shot
by small arms fire; however, he could not offer any explanations as to how they
were killed. ALAUX estimated that there were about 12 persons in the group of
pecple, r anglng from babies to old men and women.

s

ALAUX was aware of CARTER being shot in the foot. He could not recall if
the Command Group was notified of CARTER's injury or just happened to come upon
the scene, He arrlved in the arca-where CARTER was shot about 3-4 minutes after
the shooting. He stated CARTER was treated by CAPPEZZA and subsequently evacuated.
Be advised that CARTER had shot himself but he did not know if it had been
accidentially or intentionally. He stated he had no reason to believe that CARTER
shot himself intentionally. : : ' .

Upon further questioning, ALAUX related that on one prior occasion, approxi~
mately February 1968, he was aware of an incident wherein 217 CALLEY had allegedly
"killed 2 Vietnamese man. He stated that after he heard shooting, he came upon a
well -located in a small Vietnamese village somewhere to the south of LZ Uptight.

At this time7ADIO, »SLEDGE, CALLEY, MARTIN, and several other persons were
“present. He stated that he asked what happened and was told by someone that a
VC had been captured and thrown into the well and then shot by LT CALLEY. ALAUX
stated that he did not observe this man being shot and his information was only
hearsay He thought that it might have been MARTIN who told him that CALLEY had
killed the man in the well. = ALAUX stated that he was aware of no other incidents
allegedly involving 2LT CALLEY. He stated that CALLEY appeared to be a conscienti-
ous person who did his job fairly well., He thought that CALLEY had a disciplire
problem with his platoon and expanded on this by saying CALLEY appeared to be the
type of person who wanted to be a "good guy." He stated that CALLEY called most
of his men by thelr first names and this secmed to create an undesirable relation-
ship between him and his men. :

ALAUX stated that he obs erved CARTER being medivaced by helicopter; but
that he did not see any other helicopters landing in the area. He stated that
he heard from someone that an OH23 bubble type helicopter landed on one of the
trails in or near the village. He also heard that the pilot reportedly landed

" the helicopter to tell some members of C Company to stop all the killings. ALAUX

could not furnish any additional information about this helicopter and stated he
did not know which members of the unit were involved. He denied seeing a ditch
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or &trea at the west of" g villaoe where a 1afoe group oF v1]]aoers had bee1 kllled
He stated that the shooting was over with very quickly & . he was of the opinion
that most of the people were killed within the first 30-45 minutes of the assault
mission. He indicated.that he thought most of the unit was remorseful about what had
~happened, and ALAUX stated that he thought you ¢ould ot .put the blame on any one
person but it was a combination of the situation and a morale of the company at fhc
time. He denied belng qucstioned by anyone about the mission after returning to 17
- Dottie and was unable to offer any additional 1nformat10n about: the mlqsion.
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ALAUX sLated that he wou]d not make a written statement. He stated he be-
: lieved it was wrong to order someone to combat, give them orders to destroy a village
-and then try to take some sort of disc1plinary action against them, He stated,

;therefore, that he would not be willing to. voluntarily testify in any courts- martiai

AFF DAVIT - ; ' !

RN R"l 11'\1 ]_1 THQMDSO\'I e HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS ST}'—TE-

MENT WHICH DEGINS ON F'AGE 1 AND ENDS ON PAGE J‘[‘__. I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE. COHTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT
MADE BY ME.” THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. | HAVE IRITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAYE INITIALED THE BOTTOM DF EACH PAGE
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. | HAVE MADE THS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REHARD \'uITHOUT THREZAT
OF PUHNISH!? -TE'.N'I AND \'.‘ITHOUT COERCION UNLA‘:‘JFUL INFLUENCE OR UHLAVWFUL IHDU"EMENT. 1 :
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