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US Army in t}le grade of lLT on 22 January 1969.' .So'nietim,,'prfo·j'· ,to Dc'cemberl967; . he"" I 
"as· assigned to C Company, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, in Hm,a"ii as an Artillery 
Officer. " On' 1 Deceinber 1967', 'he iI:ccompimie'd''tlle''uriit to the' Republic of. Vietnam, . " .' 
~lh'ere he served with i:; Company foi.aperiod of six months. 'He 'iecalied'part{~ip'at'i;ig' 
in thC:c'oillba.t 'assault mi'ssiori .·ou·.the·. village of'Ny Lai(4Y:during' Narcn 1968 a'nd'~tateq 

~ "10" subs tan t i ally as fallows: .. -.. . .. ___ . "._. ___ ... ,~_ .. ". _ ....... _ .. _. _ ::_:~~~ ~.:~:_~.: _.:_:~: _~:~'~::'f. _~~'~~: .~:.~ .. ,:.~ .. ~,~ .. :~:_ ... !.'1:; :-, .~ .. 
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On the evening prior to the missiO'<l the unit was located at LZ DotUe. CPT 
C ;'=:0nT."·~>the COjlhClandins Officer, held a bri'efing which lasted 30 minutes or so and «as 
, som"j,,)lat longer than the usual missiQnbdefing. ALAUX stated that from this briefing, 

,. there Has no doubt in his mind that CPT }IEDINA iss1Jed orders t<l> the company to desuoy t .eve~,)~thi.l1g and everybody in the. village. He stated ':""'=:·;'';·ill:d~;C8S''d·.·th''.t''e.d''''l'nJ'cq 
~ had be.en rec.eived from "higher uplt and that also the Vietnamese National Police had· 

I reported the village being cC'.;-l.Ctdy·Vc';. .. Further, that the National Police had 

.... '"'. p;lysical1! ~move~.ou.t __ al~ ... ~~". villa~,,~rs but the.,villagers later returned. He ~tated 

(I tnat CPT r. "DIN!, gaV02.tlJel",pl:cs·S'i'Oll .. that·:the-:vlll.:'fgc1"s :b .... ad.: .. b.,,een "an.,ed many .. t.lme .. s .. t. o. 
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clear out of the area. At any rate, the village was suspected of being a stronshold 
of the 47th VC Battalion and a VC supply point. If:J:UIN::::alsO''-liidTcated-tllat211thc) 
excesilive food and rice "8S to be destroyed .. ALAUX stated there was no question that 
'~PT m:rnNA .. had rec91vedc1ec"an~'i:frolu_l'higQ.er up" to destroy the Village Hhich Has a 
thorn in everyoile ,'s side; including the Vietnamese Forces. . 

t
·".:,· ALAUX stated that to understand the members of the unit at the time of this 

miSSion, it was necessary to provide a little background information. He said that 
several-,units, including Vietnamese Forces, had attempted to clean out the VC in this 
particu'lar area several titles and that there Here all'lays a high rate of casualties. 
He stated that C Company had had many casualties and this .Has their first opportunity 
to search' out and destroy the VC. He indicated that the morale of the unit vlaS 10"/, 
and shortly prj'or to this' mission, the.unit had encountered a mine field Hhere' 15-18 
members of the unit had been injured or killed. He described CPT-:::;::IJI::L'sbri.efinc; ,'.:;1 
'cj_ng- -?_ .'_~pCp'l_~ -~'.tGlk:.::and not, the us~al' ty'pe' of briefing. ::~. ~'''''' :.,' ~.,~ (.: ~~ .. 1:':' • r', . 

." ,. . , ..... - ",- .. ' !~'":; :;!:~-:~f..,: .:',.: 

ALAUX stated that the follm-ling morning he departed LZ Dottie by helicopter with 
the. Command Group. He believed the Command Gropp Has "'ith the first air lift and 
consisted of himself; CPT NEDINA; HURRAY, the CO's RTO; ~l"R'i'IN, A1~AUX's RTO; CAPPEZZA, 
the senior medic; CPT. HilHam KEP~"S; ,and SGT PHU, the CO's interpreter .. 
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They landed in a dry rice paddy about 100 meters on the I,estern side of the 

village. He stated the Command GrOtlp stayed together. while the 'remaining 

element~ of the unit arrived at the landing zone. Then the first and second 

platoons formed on Hue and moved into tb.e village with the third platoon and 

the Com~and Group remaining in reserve in the rice peddy area. ALAUX estimated 

that this formation time took 30-45 minutes considering the ferrying Hmo. of 

about 15 minutes from LZ Dottie to. the village area. 

ALAUX advised that he ~Ias not aHare of the extent of artillery preparation ~ 

on the village, although he Ims aware that there was some firing on the village 

from' a 105nun Battery located on LZ Uptight. He stated that this Artillery support 

was from D Battery of the 196th Infantry and was directed and controlled by Task 

Force Barker and the Battalion Headquarters. He stated that he did not call for 

any further artillery support after arriving at My L21 (4) and had no knol,ledge 

as to hOH many artillery rounds>lere delivered·on the. Village. ALAUX advised 

that his RTO, PFC HARTIN, could have been a,wre of the number of rounds delivered 

inasmuch as HARTIN Has continually monitoring the r,~dio and such information 

. would probably have been relayed to C Company .. He diLd not recall' hearing any 

information as to the number of artillery rounds firEOd on the village. 

ALAUX stated that he moved out of the rice paddy into the Village "ith the I 
Command Group .. He indicated that there "ere some 15-20 people dead and scattE:red ) 

along the trails of the village and indicated that he did not know who shot and 

killed these persons; Al,AUX stated that he carried an N-16 rifle and about 10 

magad.nes of 'ammunition and did not fire his weapon during this assault. He stated 

that to the best of his recollection, he did not.observe the members of the Coml".anc1 

Group firing at any of the Vietnamese civnians. ALAUX stated that the length of 

time that it took to clear the village was approxir.mltely one hour. lIe stated 

tha t initially there >las extensive small arms fire, ]but tha t the firing stopped. 
,- • (-;;"'-r-"---~--':-' "_.'" '--'-'-.,.-.• "_ •. - .- •.. -- .. --- --. "."",." .. -- .. - ... -........ ---..... --- ... -'. 

Be could not recall hear1ng "Pl'H,"IJINA 1Ssue a ceas€,'~f1re:' order; hOI"ever,.' he 

stated that it Has possible such an order Has given after the Command Group 

entered the village area. ALAUX was of the opinion that all the dead persons he 

observed had been killed by small arms fire rather than artillery fire. He stated 

that he did not sec any of the villagers being shot: and they appeared to have 

been shot by the two lead platoons by the time he arrived in the village proper. 

He described the dead persons as ranging from babies to old men and women. 

ALAUX recalled one incident involving a Vietnar;,;ese male ,"herein someone in 

the Command Group might have killed one of the villagers. SomeHhere near the 

center of My 1.ai (4) this male >las running m,ay frem, the village and SGT PHU, 

Cpf··,·;tDiRA'·s interpreter, yelled for the Vietnamese 'man to stop. The man cpntinucd 

to run and was chased by CPT,.V::DINk.~ SGT PHU and sE!"eral other members of the unit 

whom ALAUX could not identify. The man vias then shot by someone; possibly from 

the group, although Al,AUX could not state who shot !::11is individual. Io.'hen 

questioned as to ~Ihether or not the man could have been shot by CPT~.'·f::DI"A')o£ 

SGT PHU, ALAUX replied that he did not think so and stated it would be highly 

unusual for the CO to shoot anyone. He stated he did not know who had shot and 

killed this Vietnanlese. 
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ALAUX stated that PlIU did not 9Pp.nly disapprove of the vil1ager~ beln8. 

killed, but that it was his personal opinion that PHU ",as very· unhappy with the 
situati.on at Hy Lai (l,). He stated that he thought most of the unit was re- f 
morseful about the number of persons killed in the Village. ALAUX stated that 
he saw in a combat missi.on report that 128 Vietnamese had been killed and as . 
far as he knew, this was an actuar physi.cal count of the dead bodi.es. He 
said that he did not see this manY' dead bodies, although he might have seen 
as many-. as 50. 

.j 

ALAUX stated that he did not recall seeiug ZLT CALLEY during this mission, 
He denied seeing a ditch or area ~]herein a large group of bodies had been killed, 
He stated that he did observe one group of dead Vietnamese laying along a trail 
leading from the south of the village. These persons appeared to have been shot 
by small arms fire; hOHever, he could not offer any explanations as to ho\ol they 
were killed. ALAUX estimated that there Here about 12 persons in the group of 
people., ranging from babies to old men and women. 

ALAUX was al>are of CARTER being shot in the foot, He could not recall if 
the Command Group Has notified of CARTER' s injury or just happened to come upon 
the scene. He arrived in the area·"here CARTER was shot about 3-4 minutes after 
the shooting. He stated CARTER Has treated by CAPPEZZA and subsequently evacuated, 
lIe advised that CARTER had shot himself but he did not knOl, if it had been 
acci.dentially or intentionally. He stated he had no reason to believe that CARTER 
shot himself intentionally. ., 

Upon further questioning, AI"AUX related that 01\ one prior occasion, approxj-· 
matel), February 1963, he was aHare of an incident wherdn 21,1: CALLEY had allegedJ.y 
killed a Vietnamese man,· He stated that after.he heard shooting, he came upon a 
well located in a small Vietnamese village som""here to the south of LZ Uptight. 
At this time ,:'" 'DTO ,.}SLEDGE ~ CALLEY, HARTIN, ar\~ several other persons "ere . 

. present. He stated that he asked what happened and was told by someone that a 
VC had been captured and throHn into the ",'ell and then shot by LT CALLEY, ALAllX 
stated that he did not observe this man being shot and his information was only 
hearsay. IIe thought that it might have been MARTIN Hho told him that CAI"LEY had 
killed the man in the well. ALAUX stated that he was a"are of no other incidents 
allegedly involving 2LT CALLEY. He stated that CALLEY appeared to be a conscienti­
ous person "ho did his job fairly well. He thought ~hat CALLEY had a discipline 
problem ,dth his platoon and expanded on this by saying CALLEY appeared to be the 
type of person "ho ."anted to be a "good guy." He stated that CALLEY called most 
of his men by their first names and this seemed to create an undesirable relation­
ship between him and his men. 

ALAUX stated that he observed CARTER being medivaced by· helicopter; but 
that he did not see any other helicopters landing i.n the area. He stated that 
he heard from SO~\leone that an OH23 bubble type helicopter landed on ·One of the 
trails in or near the village. He also heard that the pilot reportedly landed 
the helicopter to tell some members of C Company to stop all the killings, ALAUX 
could not furnish any additional information about this helicopter and stated he 
did not knot, "hich members of the unit Here involved. He denied seel.ng a ditch 
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or &rea at the west'of ~ village where a large group ~'" '~i1i~gers h;ci"be'en' killed. 
He stated that ·the. shoob.ng was over wi~h very quickly ... he was of the opinion 
that most of .. thepeople were killedw;lthin. the first .30,-:.45' mi..nutes of the assault' 
mission. He indicated ::that he thought most of th~ unit was remorseful about 'what had 

.:·happened, and ALAUXstated that he thought you could n'ot .put the.blame. on anyone ... 
person but it ~as <I combination of the situation and a morale of the company at the 
time. He denied being questioned by anyone about the mission after J;eturning to LZ 
Dottie and 1'3'S unab~e to .offer any additional information aboutJhe mission.. . . 
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ALAUX stated that he would not make a written statement. He stated he be·. 
lieved it .I,as wrong. to order someone to combat, give them orders to destroy a village 
·and then try .to tak~ some sort of disciplinary actj.on against them, .... He stated, .' . '.' 
,therefore, that he. would no.t be willing to. voluntarily testify in allY .courts-martial 
or other,judicial proceedings .. _ !~:';;::;:'_:~ i-:;r;:: i~:··"I.~(;;:.<':T·:· C:,·;: ';;_'f.~ .;:'.:::p: ·.·.~:_~·~~L~'.: 
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