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OATH: In {>,pr 1967, I I'Jas assi9nr~d to C Co, 1st [In, 20th Inf in Hal'laii 2~j ac(:o"'Di;:nied ! the unit to Viet Nom on 1 Dec 67, I I'las dlsch1!.r ed from the Ar:~y In :~e graerc of ,1_, PFC on 8 Oct 58, I recall the combat assault mi sicn on ~le village ~f ~~ Lal (d) near "Pinkville", At tilat tirre I I'las a 1:~2;nbor 0 the first platcDn aC,J assisti',nt ::-E: i machi ne gunner to Robert ;:APL iOS \·:ho I'/as the gunn r. L t CALLEY \'105 t:'v platoon 1 eaGer i and I was in SST BACOil 's squad. I , 'Prior to this mission, CPT i:EDI::Jl, the CO, held briefing at LZ Cot';ie. The brlefln,,: lasted 30 - 45 r.1inutes. CPT ;:::DIllA said no one ad been -in the villa;: for 4 yeal's, , The !\fri;l couldn't get in and it \'Ias classified a a VC village, He ,~i;; if Vie sr..'J i anyone they \'lOuld probably be carrying a pack or a v:ec,pOll. -I can't r"C'.OocDer if ile I said to destroy the food and anir.1als, but he did not give an order to ,;111 the people, : Thats about all I remembel' and I think most of t e cO!i;pany \·/as at the :,rlefing, ;.1- : though CPT I-IEDli!A didn't say to kill evel'yone in the village, I he C', j'(j ;uys talking ! and were of the opinion that everyone in thG village \'/aS to be kille~, At this tbe II ~Ie had had a lot of casualties from a minefield nd everybody \'laS pre:ty \'/ell shook up. I do not recall any ori efi /1g from L t CALLEY or Sgt SACOH. 

\-Ie left the next morni ng for the vi11 ege. I 
with a .45 cal pistol and 2-3 hend grenades. 
ammunition, j{',PLES' and I "Jere tile only ones 

1'/aS on the first air list. I \'Ias ar:r,cd i 
I 0150 carri ed 400-600 rounds of i',-60 I 

assigned to cur gun, :';e landed in a dl'Y , 
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-ice pncidy on the \'Iest side of the village. I Nould say 20-25 ;:'eters from th~ P.(!<J'~ s' the vill<:ge. I l'br,I~I1'ber artillery rounds ex lading zs I'le lar,t1::d. They l'len, !1ittir'l mostly in the landing area to ciear the al·ea. I didn't see any Vietnar:~se as \/E lanc,' but I do remember the helicopte",gun ships fil'ing into the vil12,;e. 1 (:on't kno\'l what they l'Iere shooting at. Tili:rC \'las quite a bit of firing fro::] the hp.lice;.lters. 
He landed and I'::J'LES jL,m~ed (l~t. Iju::;ped,o t right iJfter hL~ and found tili!t the helico~tcr \'ras sti 11 about 0 feE't in the air. !'!c scrambled <!,'()',:r,d sone 1IS :·:;?LES lost his helmC!t. l'le Got o~ lin~ \~ith the sec rd platoon and st~rted going on be vii i, I didn't see any peccle at fir5~ and not lInti a;'t~r \,.'t~ I'lere );; the villiJQe . .',s far as I kno','1 there I'lasn't an·'C,ne shootiny at i~e 01' the othel' ~"0ple in tiie con;~any. As soen as I entc>'cd the vi 11 ,'::" I sho~ a CO\'l Iii til my .45. Tho: COI'I \~as 1 il,Yi Il~ do',';)' and ma:.' ~a\'e been Si'lOt. Later on Ishot a coup e of pi g3 that ',i,2:'e running 'Io~sc 'in the villi1ge. 

Somel,;hel'e in the villap I Sil\,! a group of '!ie 1 na,"es€: ,"cn and \'!OFi.:l1 st1lnding in a cleari,~;. It appeared that thQse people had Lei;n rOlll'lhd up b\lt i can't r~I:2~;b~r ~Iho \-las there. I passed by these people and ontinucd on \'Ii L,o!!. paying much at­tention. I am certain ,the people \'Iere alive. 

About the ni ddl:: of the vi 11 ege r \'las I'd th IV,? ES. ' .. :e came l'Den a hut and so'"cone shot into tile hut. I I'lent in alone. I think '"n,PLES I'las Up fn',,:. !':hen I Qot in th~ hut I fOllnd 2-3 kid3 that ~!re net injured and all old wo~~n :~at had a ~lesh \'/ound ifl the sicj~~ and 2n old li,a:! tjlat ndd been sc~~ioUsly 'jnjlw:=::: in both l(·S~-. I r~ased the ~o~an & thil:ren out of the hut end then I shot anJ ~illed the ran es an t of mercy. I \':35 5-6 feet 3';';~1y and I shot r.c nan in the c:';?s t. 1 fi sur:·j the romn 1'/aS goi ng to oi e any'.'/ay and I di d thi s to I ut him out of hi s ,,;i ser~'. !\s Ti'r c,s I kno\'l there \'las no one else in the hut at thi time. r think the \'loman and c:lildren were pushed on through the vi llage as they \'IeI' gone \'/hen I ca:::2 Ollt of thc hut. 
After'I had S!lot this man I moved on through tie village. I joined up \'lith !~PlES. \ole can'!' upon ahout 4 r.:2n from tile second plato n. One \'las blo~d and heavy set but I can't rer'·er;,Jer his name. They \'Iere standing in front of a ii'.;t. A Vietnar,2s~ n~an, c maybe in Ilis fifties, ca~e out of the hut. On of the four said to shoot the ~an and one refused. Th2Y tr,e blond, heavyset g'JY \':ilo had an 1-1-79 t:ok his ',1-79 and trad2~ it for an j',-;6 from the guy \'Iilo l'Iouldn't shoot, and shot the Ifie::l~;;,ese in the head. I remi::n1ber seeing half his head shot off and hi brains flyin9 1:il over the place. Then the mother and hiO children came out of th hut and this sc;;e blond, heavyset guy shot the:n too. These 4 guys I':ere all cauco. ian and I don't recall \'iho they \'{ere. 
Then :,lAPLES and I pushed on through the vi 11 age t'le \'/ere not shooti ng our 1·1-60. As ;Ie got to the other edge of the vi 11 age, \'Ie it a cl eari ng <,,',d there \'loS one house, sort of by itself. Eve"ybody in the area start'd shooting. :,:;',hES might haVe fired the H-60, 1'," not sure. !':e sa\'l a man run from he tree line to t~e house. EVf:ry­body really blasted the house and there lias qui e a fel'l :·'·,79 gr"r.?des fired into tile house. I assume the man \'las killed but I d n't know as I didn't go into the house. 
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STAW·lEi:, c;'- ,)I,:·:ES P.. CERGTHOLD, TAW: AT ill ,SMA F!\lLS, N.Y. Di\TED 3 :iOV 69 CJi;r I::l!E I estir.l:.te it teak my squad 30-60 minutes to go thl~ough the village. As far a:; I recall I sal>J 6 paop'le d2ad as I I'lent through. 
Q: Did you see any"groups of dead Vietnamese? 
A: No. Only the man, l'Ioman and h!o childl'en. 
Q: Can you descl'ibe the grolli' of Vietnur.lcse 'ou sa\', alive in the village? 
A: There \':as 10-15. I ,can't ;.a:: exactly hO\'1 many. The'.' I':ere standinn as if the'l had been brcuoht t!1~1'E'. I don't kl~avi about tl e c:lildr2i1', but I i:ncw thel'e I'las r,~i1 and \'iO;:'e~. Tiley W2re (;11 alive. I don't rC'::' ~;ber'\"ho from the cOlilpany \;as there. Q: Could these p~Dple llilve been shot? 
A: /lot \':hen I saw tht'Cl. Later I don't kno\'!. 
Q: Did you hear anything about a ditch, or pe rle being killed at a ditch? 
A: Yes. Later on I heal'd that a sroup of peal le had been rounded up and taken to a ditch \':l\ei'e they hud been shot. I didn't S'2 this ditc~1 and I don't knOl'1 rlho S:lOt 
these peap 1 e. 

Q: Did you see a helicopter land in the villa e? 
, ilo I didn't. I heard that one landed bet>:,'e'~ Sgt r·~Irc:lELL and a c!)ild. I hscrd tr.et ::ITCH~LL ',las pins to snoot t:-.is child and the chopper landed to stop thi~. TI;',s is cnly hecrsay and I didn't see it. 
Q: Did you see CARTER after he hDd been injure? 

.. A: No, later on that day I heard that he had b( en shot but 1 didn't see it and don't have any ,details. 

Q: During this mission, did you see CPT r'lEOWA, LT CALLEY or SGT HITCHELL? 
A: Not until that night I'!ilen \'Ie set up for peri:n~ter and got re-supplied. 
Q: It I'tas stated by l'lAPLES. that you shot a Vie namese in the head Nith a .45. Hould you like to COr:1ment on this? 
A:' Yes. I did not shoot- anY-Vie-tnainesein the ead. I shot only one pel'son and that lias the Ir.an in the chest. I feel he is tal in9 about the 4 ffien from second platoon wilo shot the man in the head \,thich I hav al ready described. 
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STATGlElIT OF JJlJ,j"S fl. BERGTHOLD, TAKEr! AT NIJ\SfIR/\ FP.LLS, N. Y. ['.',TED 3 NO\' (;9 Conti;v~: 

Q: Can you descri be r'jt:ADLO bei 119 i njul'ed? , 
A: Yes. Til,is I'las tile next Irorning. First D atcon had none u!) Hill 85. nE~.DLO 11as point man and carl'ied th:!! Inine'detector,' He I'i~nt up-OK but LT CALLEY, \'/bo I'I1\S behind him, I','as pushing him and he \'lent dO'im ,different \':ay. ;,(> stepDed on a ,"in~ going dO\':n the Hill. I "~las 75-iCO I;\eters al'!a; and :'i,\i'LES and j had set up the mach; ne gun . . I heard :'~E!-\DLO screiJm thrJt r,od 1 ad pvni shed hi:~ f::r \·:hat he I d done the day before in the village and t.hat God 1'10 ld punish Lt CALLEY too. ' 
Q: Do you knOl'l 'Ilhat ;.',EIIDLO had done in the vi] T age? 

.. . 
A: 110. 

Q: ' Did you evel' see LT C.~LLEYshoot anyone? 

A: Yes, I can't r"""e:nber the date but it I'/as before tt,y Lai (4). I'!e \':ere ",!oi'~~ir.g out of LZ Uptight 2nd 'it Vias at a iitt1e I'illa;~ nrc,,!, l!pt~~1t. 1 hild c~lptur',ci a man I'lorking in th"! \'ice pad'!::, j took him to t Ci,LlEY to chec!: hi~l out. Tio15 \'185 at a path o(Jt5id~ ~(.h~ 'rilluqe at a '.':ell. rTtcr a rc~': c:u.=sticns C;\r<TER ~.tZ':,..ted b ~'tl'llg tll~ 11"11 u~ '1'\"'11 ~ilDT[', 'Ild SO"'°Of," II'a"j)'" ""r.I~"1 0)' HI"'" +I'e r.'all l'~ "'11" "~1' 
-.;... "I,;; III iJ. He ...... '. ; Ct d ........ \ . J ... 'IL.. .i .. n.. ...11 ''';' ..... ' I, It t· ........ j. Then IT CJ\LLEY ca:r2 over and looked in the He1 shot tile l'l:m ';/ith his ),;-16. 

Q: lias thi s man a VC? 

I don't think so. I think he was just a pain civilian farl;;er. 

Q: Did you tlirovl any grenades? 

A: No. 

Q: Ho,;; much emmunition did you fire? 

A: I don't remember for sure but maybe one cl i for my ,45. 

Q: How about the M-60? 

A: I can't rer.lember for sure but the only poss b1e time he fired \'laS at the man, in the hut at the edge of the village, This 1'10 1d have been naybe 100 rounds. 
Q: Can you recall any other persons being kill d in the village? 

A:-nO. 

Q: Did' anyone question you about this mission fter you I'/ent back to LZ Dottie? , 
A: f10t that I remember. 

Q: Is there anything else you I'louid like to ad to this statement? 

A rIo, 
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/5/ ,al1'eS P.obe.:-t B:!:stho 1 d 

I WITNESSES: 
(SJjJtllJture 01 Penon MIII;cin.d Stal"IIICnr) 

S b.c:'i~!,d and sworn to behr. ma, 0 per,oa Clulhor';':a:..d by Jn~ 

fo ot!mlnl ter (tollls, this .3.d_rJay of -1.b.';..er;Jher , 19 r;c 
0' t!i 'naJ:a"Eall"JL!s~, ..Jtt!J·re~'''·L!_\L'Qur:r.JS:k _________ _ 
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