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OF WHICH | AM ACCUSED OR SUSPLCTED, HE NaS ALIO 11FORMED WE OF My RIGHTS, !
L UNDERSTAND THAT | HAVE T UL RIGHT TD REMAIN SIUZNT AND THAT ANy STATEMINT | MAKE MAY g ¢
(USED ASEVIDENCE AGLINGT MU IN A (3 iMAL TRIAL. ‘ PMAKE MAY g ;
b SNOEASTAND THAT L AL T U S RIGHT T CONSULT WITH COUNSEL AND TO MAVE CTUNSEL PREZZY ;

WITH ME DURING QUEZSTHORING, | RMas LN SOLGs = »c=z-.§

& LAT Y QW FXN/rEuse C COUNTEL Wi, . F T AFFO T 2
ME AT LD ERFENEE MEGF ] AN G SLITOTO THE B I OF WLITARY JUSTICE, AZS5:4TED COUtisE:
MAY BEE “!'LITARY COUMSEL SF vy Own CSHIICE IF HT TASDOMNARALY AVAILABLE, ' h
FUNDERSTALD TRAT EVEN iF | DECIDE TO AUGVER QUESTISNS NOW WITHOUT HAVING SOUNSEL PRESS wT

FIMAY STOR ANSWERING QUESTION AT ANY TIME. ALSD, ! MAY REQUEST COUNIEL AT ANY TIME 2 URING QUESTIOH S

V(1)) (DO NOT) wANT COL ST, ' ‘

1 (L‘Q) (BOWNET) WANT TO 142 &5 A STATEMENT AND A9l dares Rohe 2t Revothos s
ANSWER GUEITIONS. (Fianatese of Porest e Tewue stiznad)
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g PART 1. S0RH STANGHENRT .
1, rnes__gobeﬂn-'- Bflnqthf.‘-ld WANT 7O MAKE THE FOLLSNING S'TATEP-‘.'.-".N;L'NDER

OATH:In Apr 1987, I was @ss1gnad to € Co, Ist 8Bn,|20th Inf in Hawaii 2nd accompanied
the unit to Viet Ham on 1 Dec 67. I was dischargad from the Arav in <ne grade of
PFC on § Qct 68, I recall the combat assault missicn on the viliage of My Lai (¢)
near "Pinkville”. At that time I was a member of the first plaicon ans assistant H=cl
machine gunner to Robert HAPLES who wes the gunner. L+t CALLEY was r olateoon leager
and I was in SGT BACON 's squad. _

A —————— . apan *

. The briefing;
for 4 years.
if we saw

mber if he

‘Prior to this mission, CPT HEBLIA, the €O, held a briefing at LZ Dot:
lasted 30 - 45 minutes. CPT 'ZDIHA said rno one had been in the vwilla
The ARV couldn't get in and it was classified ag a \C village, He ¢
anyone they would probably be carrying a pack or|a weapon., I can't rz-
said to dastroy the food and animals, bui he didi.no: give an order tc xi11 the pzonle.
Thats about all I remember and I think most of tHe company was at the sriefing. Al-
though CPT MEDIMA didn't say to kill everyone inithe village, I heard guys talking
-and were of the opinion that evaryone in the village was to be killed., At this time
we had had a 1ot of casualties from a minefield and everybody was przTiy well shook
up. I do not recall any briefing from Lt CALLEY or Sgt BACOi!.
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~He left the next morning for the village. I was lon the first air 1ist. I was armed
with a .45 cal pistol and 2-3 hend grenades. I also carried 400~6CO reounds of 11-€0
anmunition. KIPLES and I were the only ones assigped to cur gun. " e landed in a dry
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STATERENT OF JAMES R. BERGTHOLD, TAREH AT NIACARA FALLS, N.Y. DiTED 3 NOV 69 CONTyI

~fce paddy on the west side o7 the village. I would say 20-25 reters from the edus »,
the villege., I remonter artillery rounds ox loding 25 we landed, They were hAittinns
mostly in the landing area to ciear the area. I didn't see any Vietnamase as we lange
but I do remember the helicopter qun ships firing into the viliaga., 1 don't know
what they were shooting at. There was quite a bit of firing from the helicenters,

Ve landed and MAPLES Jumned out, I jurmed out right after hi. and found that the
helicopter was still zhout o feet in the air. e scramdled aietnd some as MiPLES
Tost iis helmot. e ¢ot on line with the second nlatoon and s*zrted going on the viji
I didn't see any pecnle at first and not untg avier we were in the village., As

far as I know there wasn't anvone shocting at|ine or the other neeple in the company,
As socn as I enteved tha viliaze 1 shot a cowlwith my .45, The cow was Taying down
and may have been siot. Later on Ishot a couple of pigs that voere running lcosa in
the village, ' _

nE

Somevhere in the villaca I saw a group of Vietnamese men and woren standing in a
clearing., It appeared that these people had Heen roundod Up But I can't rerember
who was there. 1 passed by these peopie and ontinuad on withous Paying much at-
tention. I am certain the peopie were alive. '
About the middla of the village T was with tip ES. Vo came vzen a hut and so~vone
shot into the hut., I wsnt in alona, I think PAPLES was tp front. When I aot in
the hut T found 2-3 kids that wEre not injured: and an old vomar that had a 7]
serinusly injursd in both lece.
then I shot and +31ed the ran 25 an
he 1nan in the chz <
ut him out of iis miserd,
time. I think the woman and
gone when I camz cut of the nut,

rhased the woman & chitcren out of the hut and

¢ of merey., I was 5-6 feat avay and I shot
man was coing to die apvway ana I did this to ;
I know thera was no one else in the hut at thi
were pushed on through the village as thay wer
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up with MiPLE
d heavy sot but
A Vietnamesa man,
10 shoot thz man
ok his M-70 and trada:s
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After 1 had shot this man I moved on through the village. I join
We came upon zhout 4 man from the second platcan. One was blord
I can't remenier his name, They were standing in front of a hy
maybe in his fifties, care out of the hut. Ore of the four sai
and one refused. Thay the blend, hzavyset g1y who had an H-79

it for an i-16 from the auy who wouldn't shoot, and shot the Vieinamese in the head.
I remember seeing half his head shot off and his brains flying 211 over the place.
Then the mother and two children came out of the hut and this szie olond, heavyset
guy shot them too. These 4 guys ware all caucagian and 1 don't racall who they were.
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Then MAPLES and 1 pushed on through the village, We were not skooting our M-60,

As ..e got to the other edge of the village, we hit a clearing and there was one nouse,
sort of by itself, Lvervbody in the arez startid shooting., IV.7LES might have fired
the M-60, I'm not sure. e saw @ man run from the tree 1ine to ine house. Every-
body really blasted the house and there was quite a few !4-79 grenades fired into

the house. I assume the man was killed but I don't know as I gicn't go into the
house. _
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[ estimats it took my sovad 30-8n Rinutes to go through the village. As faf as
recall I saw 6 paople doad as | Went through, ‘ -

Lt ]

Q: Did you see anyﬁékoups of dead Vietnamese
S A No. Only the man, woman and two children,

Q: Can you describe the group of Vietnanicse you say alive in the village?

A: There was 10-15. T can't say exactly how many. Thev were standing as i+ they
had been breught theye, T don't know about the children, but 1 know there wzs mEn
re.

and wopren, They wara ¢1) alive. [ don't resarber who from tha coipany was tha
Q: Could these People hava been chot?’

Not when 1 saw them. Later I don't Know,

Ia

Q: Did you heap anything about 4 ditch, or peeple béing killed at a ditch?
A:

Yes, Later on | heard that a group of peeple had been rounded up'and taken to
a ditch whesre they had been shot, '] didn't seg this ditch and 1 don't know who shot
these people,

G: Did you see 3 nelicopter land in the village?

. Ho I didn't, I heard that ore Tandad betuapn Sgt MITCHELL and a child, 1 heard
thet HITCHELL was 23ing 1o shoot t4is child and| the chopper landed to stop this,
This is cnly hearsay and I didn't see it, ’

Q: Did you see CARTER after he had been injured?

A No, later on that day I heard that he had been shot but I didn't see it and don't
have any details.

Q: During this mission, did you see CPT MEDINA, LT CALLEY op SGT MITCHELL?
A: Not until that ﬁight when we set up for perimeter ang got re-supplied.

Q: It was stated by MAPLES, that you shot a Vietnamese in the head with a .45,
Would you like to corment on this? e -

DA Yes. I did not shool” any Vietnamese in the head. I shot only one person and
that was the man in the chest., I feel he is talkiing about the 4 men from second
platcon who shot the man in the head which I have already described,
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STATLHENT OF JaMEs R, BERGTHOLD, TAKEM AT NIASARA FALLS, N.Y. DATED 3 nov €% Continu:
. Q: Can you describe MEADLO béigg injured? N
A: Yes. This was the next worning. First platcon had cone un Hi1l 85, mcanig |
was point man and carried tha nine detecter. |Ha vent un CK but LT CALLEY, who was
behind him, was pushing him and he went down & differant wWay. He stepped on a mine
going down the Hill. [ was 75-18p meters away and MAPLES and 1 had sat up the
macnine gun. 1 heard MZADLO scream that fod Had punished him for what he'd done
: the day before in the village and that Sod would punish Lt CALLEY too. '
Q: Do you know what HEADLO had done in the villaga? -
A: lo.
Q: . Pid you ever see LT CALLEY shoot anyone?
A: Yes, 1 can't remember the date hut it was| before fy Lai (4). e were woirking
out of LZ Untignt ond it was at a Tittle village ricap Upticht. 1 had captursd 3
man working in the rice peddy. I teook him to Lt CALLEY to check him out. This
was at a path outsids the village at a well, Avter a fow wuastions CARTER siarted
baating the man up. {iep CARTER and someerne {ifaybe MEALLO) threw the man in the well,
Then LT CALLEY caimz over and looked in the well shot the 2N with his }4-16.
Q: Was this man a VC?
"+ 1 don't think so. I think he was Just & plain civilian farmer,
Q: Did you throw any grenades? ‘ .
A: Ho.
Q: How much emmunition did you fire?
A: I don't remember for sure but maybe one ctip for my 45,
Q¢ How about the i4-607
A: I can't remember for sure byt the only possible time he fired was at the manpz
in the hut at the edge of the village. This would have been maybe 100 rounds,
Q: Can you recall any other persons being killed in the village?
“AsNo. T
Q: Did anyone question you about this mission dfter you went back to LZ Dottie?
A: Hot that I remember, f
Q: Is there anything else you would like to add to this stateient?
A Mo, \ ]
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AFFIDAVIT

;J _‘l,hrqs ﬁn.‘q ."-—3- ."‘-ﬂ" ,.. ?"C‘E HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATE-
MENT ¥WHMICH BEGINS OX P& TE T AND .'.-.!«"5 oM ‘7"'-'3F._ » VFULLY UMNDERSTAND THE CONTECHNTE CF THUE ENTIRE STATEWEYLT B
MBI MADE BY WE. THE STATEMINT IS TRUE, | RAVE INTT TALED ALL CTXRREZTIONS AMD HAVE I ITHALTD TvZ sorToM or CACH PAG
CONTAINING THZ STATEMEST, | HAVE MACE TH'S STATEMENT FRESLY ¥ ITHTZUT HOPE OF GE ‘\!:FiT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THIEATH
“JOF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHGLT COCRCICH, UNLAWFUL INFLUEBHCE E, OR UKLAWFUL INDUCEMF'NT‘
/s/ Jeres Pobert Bercthold
(Signature of Person Making Statenicns)
WITNESSES:
‘ Sybserited ond sworn to befare me, ¢ person authorizad by Inw
f6 oiminipter oatits, this 3¢}  day of _ilavembhap .19 AC
ot _lipgara Falls, MNew York
ORGANIZATION QR ADDRESS /.S.! Bj_] l..-' Ji‘ Ihoﬁ.lnﬂon
(Signatuce ol Person Adraitiivtering Oath)
—Billy. H._Thompson ¢
(Typed J'-B-m.- of Herser Ad=inlstering Onlﬁ)
ODRGANIZATICH OR ADDRESS Erticle 125 {b) (H neney
e
* (Authority To Adminlsier Galls)
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