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Apr 1967, 1 was assigned to € Co, 1st B

F the unit to Viet Ham on 1 Dec 67. 1 was discha
PFC on 8 Oct 68. I recall the combat assault n
near "Pinkville". At that time I was a member
* machine gunner to Robert MAPLES who was the gun
and I was in SGT BACOH 's squad.

FOATIE [

Prior to this wission, CPT MEDINA, the €0, held
lasted 20 - 45 minutes. CPT MEDINA said no one
The ARVH couldn't get in and it was classified
anyone they would probably be carrying a pack o
said to destroy the food and animals, but he di
Thats about all I remamber and I think most of
though CPT MEDINA didn't say to kil everyone i
and were of the opinion that everyone in the vi
ve had had a Tot of casualties from a mineficld
up. T do not recall any briefing from Lt CALLE

lie left the next morning for the village. I wa
with a .45 cal pistol and 2-3 hand grenades. I
oomunition.  HAPLES and T were the only ones as

ANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING S5TATEMENT UNRER

s 20th Inf in Hawaii and accompanied
rged from the Army in the grade of
ission on the village of My Lai (4)
of the first platoon and assistant M-60 ]
ner. Lt CALLEY was my piatoon leader

a briefing at LZ Dottie. The brieving:
had been in the village for 4 years.
as,a VC village. He said if we saw .
r a weapon. I can't remember i7 he
d not give an order to kill the people,
the company was at the briefing. Al- E
n the village, I heard guys talking
T1age was to be killed. At this time
and everybody was pretty well shool
Y or Sgt BACOHN.

5 on the first air list. I was aried
also carricd 400-600 rounds of i}-60
signed o our gun, We landed in a dry
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STATERIRT OF JANES R. BERGTHOLD, TAKEW AT NI/
rice paddy on the west side of I
the village. 1 remember ap
mostly in the landing ar
but T do ‘remember
vthat they wer

the village.
tillery rounds exp
ca to clear the area.
the helicopter gun ships fi
e shooting at. There was Gguite @
Me landed and MAPLFES Jumped out.
helicopter was still
Tost his helmat,
1 didn't sec any

I jumped ol
about 6 feet in the air,
He got on Tine with the secor
people at first and not unts
far as 1 know there wasn't anyona shooting at
As soon as 1 entered the village I shot a cow
and -may have been shot. Later on Ishot a coupl
the village.

-
{

group of Viet
that these people had b
I passed hy these peopie and g

I am certain the peopie were alive.

[a)

Somewhere in the village I saw
clearing. It appeared
whio was there,
tention.

About the middle of the village I was with MAP
shot into the hut., 1 went in alone. I think
the hut I found 2-3 kids that were not injured
0und in the side and an old man ihat had been
chased the woman & children out of the hut -and
act of mercy. 1I-was 5-6 feet away and 1 shot
man was going to die anyway and 1 did this to |
I know there w

were pushed on through the village as theoy were

After T had shot this man I moved on throu
He came’ upon about 4 men fr
I can't reinewber his nane.

maybe in his fifiies, came out of the hut.
and one refused. “They the blond, hcavyset quy
it for an =15 from the
I remember sceing half

Then the n

They were standing

Then MAPLES and I
As e got to the
sort of by itself.
the M-60,
body really bla
the house,
house.

other edge of the village, we

I'm not sure. Ve saw a man run from
sted the house and thep
I assuine the man was kille

E£0) Aeinaaa

Toding as

ring into the

e or the other people
‘;
e of pigs that

namese men and
een roundecd up b
ontinued on without paying much at-

_ES.
IAPLES was up

the man in the chest.
out him out of his mise
as no one elise in the hut at this

gh th
om the second platog
One
guy who wouldn't shoot,
his head shot off and hij
other and two children came out of th
guy shot them too. These 4 guys viere all cauca
pushed on through the Vil]age,

Everybody in the area start

e was quif
d but T dq

Foene
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GARA FALLS, N.Y. DATED 3 MOV 69 CONTINUED,

20-25 meters from the
we landead,
I didn't se

would say odge of

They were hitting

¢ any Vietnamese as we landec
village. 1 don't know

bit of Tiring from the helicopters,

t right after him and
We scrambled around soma as MAPLTS

d platoon and started going on the viila
arter we were in the village. As

in the company.
The cow was laying down
vere running loose in

found that the

fith my .45.

omen standing in a
ut I ean't remember

We came upon a hut and someone
front. When I got in

and an old woman that had a Flesh
seriously injured in both legs, I

then I shot and killed the man as an

I figured the

ry. As far as
I think the woman and children
> gone when I caime out of the hut,

: Tiine.,

e village. I joined up with MAPLES.

n. One was blond and heavy set but

in front of a hut. A Viethamese man,

o7 the four said to shoot the man

who had an 1-79 took his M-79 and traded
and shot the Vietnamese in the head.

s brains flying all over the place.

e hut and this same blond, heavyset

sian and I don't recall who they were,

Ve were not shooting our M-60,

hit a ciearing and there was one house,
ed shooting. MAPLES might have {ired
the tree 1ine to the house. Every-

te a few M-79 grenades fired into

on't know as I didn't go into the
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STATERERT (F JAFES R. BERGTHOLD, TAKEN AT NIA

I estimate it took my squad 30-60 minutes to
recall I saw 6 people dead as I went through

Q: Did you see any groups of dead Vietnamase
A: No. Only the man, woman and two children

vt There vias 10-15, I can't say exactly hou
had been brougnt there.
and women. They were all alive.
Q: Could these people have been shot?

A:r Kot when I saw them. Later I don't know.

Un Gr?i-"fﬁb"ii. USE Gty

GARA FALLS, N.Y. DATED 3 NOV 69 CONTTHUED

go through the village. As far as I

?

Q:  Can you describe the group of Vietnamese you saw alive in the village?

many. They wvere standing as if they

I dun't know about the children, but I know there was men
I don't remamber who From-the company was there.

Q:  Did you hear anything about a ditch, or people being killed at a ditch?

A: Yes. Later on I heard that a group of pe
a ditch where they had been shot. I didn't s
these people, .

ople had been rounded up and taken o
ce this ditch and T don't know who shot

J:  Did you sec a helicopter land in the village?

A: flo 1 didn't. I heard that one landed bet
that MITCHELL was going to shoot this child ar
This is only hearsay and I didn't see it.

gen Sgt MITCHELL and a ¢hild. I heard
id the chopper landed to stop this.

Q: Did you see CARTER after he had been injured?

A: Mo, later on that day I heard that he had
have any details.,

been shot but T didn't see it and don't

Q: During this mission, did you see CPT MEDIHA, L.T CALLEY or SGT MITCHELL?

A: Not until that night when we set up for perimeter and got re-supplied. .

Q: It was étated,by MAPLES, that you shot a Vietnamese in the head with a .45.

Hould you like to comment on this?

A Yes,
that vas the man in the chest,

- ,Page 3o 5
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I did not shoot any Vietnamese in the head.
I feel he is talking about the 4 men from second
platoon who shot the man in the head which I have already described.

I shot only one person and
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STATEMENT OF JAMES R. BERGTHOLD, TiKEN AT NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y. DATED 3 MOY 69 Continued

Q:
A

Can you describe MEADLO beiné injurad?

Yes. This was the next morning. First platoon had goné up Hill 85, MEADLO

was point man and carried the mine detector.| lle went up OK but LT CALLEY, who was
behitnd nim, was pushing him and he went down|a different way. He stepped on a mine
coing dowm the Hitl. 1 was 75-100 meters away and MAPLES and I had set up the
macnine gun. T heard MEADBLO scream that God had punished him For what he'd done
the day before in the village and that God would punish Lt CALLEY too.

Q:
A:
Q:
A

Did you ever see LT CALLEY shoot anyone?

Do you knov what MEADLO had done in the village?

o,

Yes. I can't remember the date but it was before My Lai (4). Ye were working

out of LZ Uptight and it was at a Tittle village near Uptight. 1 had captured a
wlworking in the rice paddy. I took him. to Lt CALLEY to check him out. This

as et a path outside the village at a well. |After a few questions CARTER started
beating the man up. Than CARTER and somzone (maybe MEADLO) threw the man in the well.
Thaa LT CALLEY came over and Tooked in the well shot the man with his f-16.

.

A

P Bl D o e A =

A

Has this man a VC?
I con't think so. I think he was just a JTain civilian farmer.
Did you thyow any grenades?

Ho.

How much amnunition did you fire?
I don't remember for sure but maybe one clip for my .45,
How about the M-607

I can't remember for sure but the only possible time he fired was at the maps

in the hut at the edge of the village. This would have been maybe 100 rounds.

Q:
A:
Q:
A:

Az

Can you recall any other persons being killed in the village?
NO.
Did anyone question you about this mission after you went.back to LZ Dottie?
ot that I rememwber, |

Is there anything clse you would like to add to this statement?
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b Jemas—Robort-. Beygikold

HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO KE THIS STATE-

I‘ENl YHICH GEGIHS o1 PI\C‘ i AND LND‘: ON PAGE
| MADE 0y KE, THE STATEMENT IS TRUE,
COWNTAINING THE STATEMENT,
CF PUMISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION,

WITHESSES:

t HAVE IMIFTALED ALL CONRE H
| HAVE MADE THIS STATENMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAY
UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR UHLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

e “Niagara_Falls, New York

I FULLY UAPERSTAHD THE CONTEMTS OF THE EHTIRE STATEMENT
LCTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE DOTTOM OF EACH PAGE ¢

/s/ James Robert Bergthold

(Sigrature of Person Making Stetemont)

Subsceribed and sworn te beforc ma, a person avthorized by law

_ to adminlstar oaths, this _3d  day of '_ﬂoavﬂmb_e_r . V9_69

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS

/s/Eilly_H. Thompson

(Siguature of Person Administering Outly)

—Billy_H. Thompson

. (Typed Name of Porson Adminlstering Osth)

ORGAMIZATION OR ADDHESS

_Article 136 (b) {4)_1CH]

{Authority To Administor Qaths)
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