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PFC on 8 Oct 68. I recl1ll the combat assault ission on the village of ~ly Lai (4) . near "Pinkville". At that time I ViaS a member of the fil'st pla_toon and assistant 1-1-60·; .: macirin~- gunner to Robert r~APLES I'lho vms the gUi nero Lt CALLEY lVas my platoon lCclder 

I: l1nd I 1'!ilS in SGT 81'.C01l 's squad. 

Prior to this mis~ion. CPT MEDINA. the CO. hel a briefing at LZ Dottie. The briefing' li\sted 30 .- {,S nrinutes. CPT f1EDIHA silid no on had been in the village for fl.- years. The ARVN could!)'t get in and it was classified as,! VC village. He said if we saw anyone they ViOLIl d pl'obab ly be cal'ryi ng a pack or a weapon. I can't remember 'j file sidd to clestl'oy the food and animals. but he did not give an order to k-ill the people. Tilats about all I remember and I think most of the comrany l'IUS at the br'jefing. Al­though CPT r'iEDINA didn't say to kill everyone i 1 the vinage. I heard guys talking 

t 
and 11ere of the opirdon that everyone in the vi 1age l'taS to be killed. At this Unle • vie Ili\d had a lot of casualties from a minefield and everybody was pretty well shool( up. I do not recall any bri efi ng from L t CALLE or Sgt GACOtL 
He left the next morning for the village. Il'la on the first air list. I ViaS armed v:ith a .4S cill rristol and 2-3 hl1nel grenades; I also can'-jed 400-600 rounds of i1-60 , ,·-;It!llition. IVYLES and I were the only olles as igned to our gun. He landed in a dry : ".···L ,I ~"-;:I:-~'~"- '"I-i" {. _.- -.------.--eN' ~-;-;;;;-;~;~-;; T,;;-;;-;;:;::;;;:;-;NT I -.-----. -~.\. 
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STATH:mr OF Jfl.!,iES IL [lEi{GTIIOl.D, TAKEN liT NI GIIRII FIILLS, N. y, DATED 3 NOV 69 COIHH!UE[), 
I'ice raddy on the 1'leSt side of the v'illage. I I'IOu1d say 20,·25 meters from th2 eclge of the village. I remember 1l1'tillcry rOlJlids ex lading as \'IC landed. Thcy were hHt'ing mostly in the landing area to c'leal' the al'ea. I didn't see any VietnalTlese as 1'10. lander but I do 'I'Cill211lber' the helicoptcl' ,gun ships firing into the v'illage. I don't know I':hat they I'lere shooting «to There I'las quite bit of fil"ing from the IlClicopters. 
I·!e landed and I"IIPLES ,iumped out, I jUlllped a rt right after him and found that the hel'icopter I'las still about G feet in the ail' He scrambled around SOlll8 as HIWL[S lost his heli!12t, \ole got on line Ilith tl,e sec nd platoon itnd started go'in(j on the v'i'lla I didn't sec ilny people ilt 'f'il'st and not unti i1'i'ter I'!e I'lore 'in the vil'lage, lis far ilS I I~IW;'I tllcrc I'iasn't anyone sliooting at me or the other people in the cOlllp«ny, lis soon as I entereel the vi11i198 I shot a co',: vliiil lilY .45. The COI'/ was laying dO','/I1' and may hilve been shot. Later' on !shot a coup e of pigs that I'!el'e running loose in the vi 11 age, 

SOln0.llil'C1'2 in the villi.lQe I sa\'! il group of Vie Jlilm2Se lIlen a,nel I'/Oillen standing in a c1car'infl. It 'appcared that these people had cen rounded up but I c::an't remember I'liio \'ia~; there, I passed by these people und ont'inucd on I'lithout paying much at .. t~ntion, I ani cel'tain the people were alive, 

About tit" mi dell e or the vi 11 age I \'las I'ri th l,lP,P ,ES. fie callie lIpon a hut and SOlll20ne shot 'into the hut, I went in alone. I think VIPLES \\'as up front. Hhen I got in the hut I fOUile! 2·-3 kids "that I'lere not injured and an old I'loman thv,t had a flesh ,ound in the sid2 and arl old man that had been seriously injured in both legs, I chased the 1'1011JC1n 8. clrildl'en out of the hut 'and then I shot and k'il'led the man oS an (let of 1!121'C,)'. Il'las 5-6' feet a:'I(\Y ilnd I shot -he man in the chest. {fi gurecl the man I'I(IS 90'ing to d'ie an,)'I'iil,)' and I d'id this to ut him out of his misery. lis far as I knm'l there I/aS no one else in the hut itt tlri time. I think tile 1'lOman and cil'ildren I'!el'e pushed all through the v'i 11 age as they 1'121' gone when I eW2 out of the hut, 
After I had shot this man I moved on through tl e village. I joined up vrith l,l.l1PLES. He cam8' upon about 4 men from the second plato n. One I'las blond and heavy set but I can't reme1,'bel' Iris name, They \'/ere stand-ing in front of a hut. A Vietnamese man, maybe 'in his fifties, cam2 alit of the hilt. On of the fOllr sa'id to shoot the man and aile refused, 'They the blond, heavyset ,fPY 1'1110 had an 1'1,,79 took his f'1-·79 and traded it for an i'I-15 from the guy I'lilo I/ol/ldn't shoot, ane! shot the Vjetn~mcse -in t.he head. I remcm~er seeing half his head shot off and his bl'ains flying allover the place. Then the mother and hlo children carne out of th hut and this sa,m2 blond, heavyset guy shot them too, Th(~se 4 guys Viere all cauca ian and I don't recall who they I'/ere. 
ThE'\] :'lf1PLES and I pushed all throllgh the village, He were not shooting Ollr 1'1-60. lis \ie got to the other edge of the village, I'le it a clearing nnd there I'laS one house, sort of by itself. Evel'ybody in the area startd shooting, NP,PLES might have fil'ed the 11-60, I'm not sure, I'!e saw a man run from he tree 1 i 112 to the house. Every .. body really blasted the house and there was qui 'e a few N-79 grenades fired into the hOllse. I assume the man was killed but I d n't knol'! as I didn',t go into the hOllse, 
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I estimate it took Illy squad 30',60 minutes to go through the vn lage. As far as, I 
recall I S(1\'1 6 people dead as I I'lent through 

Q: Di d you see any groups of dead V'i etnam'"s ? 

A: No. Only the man, I'lOlllan and hlo childl"el . 

Q: Can you describe the group of V'ietnam8se you saw alive in the v'illage? 

II: There Vias 10-15. I can't say exactly 110\., many. They vlere stand'ing as if they 
had been broug~t there, I don't know about, he children, but I know there was lIlen 
and \"IOtJl2n. They 1'12rO a 11 a ,'j ve. I don't reI"; 2mber \Iho from" the company was there. 

Q: Could these people have been shot? 

II: Not \'Ihen I sm'l them. later I don't kno\'I. 

Q: [)'id YOLI heal' anything about it ditch, or p ople being killed at a dHch? 

A: Yes. Later all I heard that a 
a dHch \"there they had been shot. 
these people, 

group of pe ple had been rounded up and taken to 
I didn't s e this ditch and I don't know \"Iho shot 

~: Did you see a helicopter land in the vill ge? 

A: 110 I didn't. I heard that one landed beh~en Sgt MITCHELL and a ~hild. I heard 
that I1HCIIELL \'laS gCii ng to shoot t!l'j s chil d al d the chopper 1 anded to stop th'j s. 
Thts is only hearsay and I didn't see it. 

Q: Did you see CARTER after he had been inju ed? 

A: No, later on that day I heard that he had been shot but r didn't see it and don't 
have any d2tails. 

Q: During this niiss'ion, d'id you see CPT rr,[oHA, LT CflllEY aI' SGT r,lITCHEll? 

A: Not unt'il that night vlhen VIC set up fOI' per'jmeter and got re-supplied. 

Q: It vias stated.by t,lAPlES, that you shot a Vietnamese in the head \'Iah a .45. 
I-Iould you like to cor,lment on this? 

A: Yes. I did not shoot any Vietnilmese in th- head. I shot only one person o.nd 
that was tile man in the chest. I feel he is t ,lking about the 4 men from second 
platoon \'Illo shot the man in the head \'Ihi eh I h ve already descri bed. 
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STMEf'iEI!T OF JA;/itS R. BEllGTilOLD, TAKEN AT NI GA/;A FALLS, N. Y. DATED 3 NOV 69' Continued • 

Q: Can you describe MEADLO being injured? 

1'.: Yes., This \1aS the next lllornin9. First 1atoon had gone! up Hill 85. MEADLO 
\','os point man ilno cnl'l'icd the mine detector. IIc! I'lent up OK but LT CALLEY, I'lho 1'luS 

bchilld him, was puslling hinl and he went dOWI! a different way. He stepped on a mine 
sc)'i n0 dm'lll the Hi '11. I VIc1S 75-100 meters aI'l y and WIPLES and I had set up the 
machi ne gun. I heard NE/\/lLO scream that God had puni shed him for I'!hat he'd done 
th" day befol'e in the v'il'lage and thvt God I'! u'ld punish Lt CALLEY too. 

Q: Do you knol'! I'lhat nEJ\DLO had done in the ill age? 

A: 110. 

Q: Did you ever see LT CALLEY shoot anyone? 

A: Yes. I can't remember the elate but it \'Ia before My Lai (~). He I'lel'e working 
out of LZ Uptight and it WDS at a little villagG near Uptight. I had captUl'cd a 
~:~Ii I:ori~i n9 'i n the ri ce paddy. I took him, to L t cr',LLEY to check him out. Thi s 

as at a /lilth outside the village at a I'lell. After a fCI'1 questions C{IRTER started 
beilting tile 1:1iln lip. ih21l CARTER and SOlli2onc (maybe MUIDLO) thre\'1 the man 'in the I'lel'l. 
Thcil LT CP,LLEY carn9 over and looked 'in the 1'12 1 shot the man I'l'ith Iris 1,1-16. 

1: lias tlds m~n a VC? 

l\: I dOll't tll'ink so. I th'illk he l'iilS just a lain civ'il'ian farmer. 

Q: Did you thl'O\'1 any grenades? 

A: Ho. 

Q: Holt mllch anliilUil'iti on d-i d you fi re? 

A: I don't rociembol' for sure but maybe one c i p for my .45, 

Q: How about the M-60? 

p,: I can't remember for sure but the only po sib'le time he fired I'las at the man' 
in the hut at the edge of the vi 11 age. Thi soul d have been maybe 100 rounds. 

Q: Can you recall any other persons be.i ng ki 1 ed in the vill age? 

A: NO. 

Q: [)'id anyone question you about this missio after you v!enLback to l.Z Dottie? 

{I: liot that I remcmber. 

Is there ililythillg clse you would like to -del to th'is statement? 

{\: ti~. 

r {- . 

r r. 
" .J 
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