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Ue Vhat's Pinbkvilley
A. Pinville Is o villeze that i further out to the cast along the coast
thal 1s cupposedly VO iniested.

V. what do you reon by supposediy?
A« This ds whal we were told. We recelved scne pretty heavy action fron
Pirtoville.

Qe Have you ever heard of ry Lot (L)
A ICS 1 hﬂ\-rc-‘o

. Vhat doos sy Lol (L) meon to you?
Ao By Lai (b) is just a village to mo.

€. How I worldd Like to talk aboub on or about 156 arch 1966, what was
you nission that day?
A. We werc aucigned OFCUT that doy to Task Yoree Barker.

Q. Vhat's OPCOu?
A, Operatlon contzrol. Vo were to recon for theonr, and give then eny type
of support froa cur gunships and the shaiks that were cut therc,

Q. Would you go over tho 16Uh of fiowveh and tell us what exactly you dld
that doy eud whot How sz on the grouwnd?

Ao A1 Qoy?

you gov in yonr gonship, toolk off, aud landzd.

the cress that were i‘lvlng, but I was in the hlgh gunship
wat 200 fost. Tha low gunship which was o flex syston,
0123, and tho pilel of which was tugh Bucu Thonpeon.

Q. PFrca the tine
A. X dm't Ltor
which flew at b
had n-~60ts, was

M

Q. Which govchip were you in?

A+ I was in the high chip.

Q. How hipgh was this?
A. ftbout 200 feob. St could have bezn batweon 150 to 200 fest.

Q. You were at approximately this altitude tha entire mission?
A. The entire nmission. I started fiying this position in ths morning.

Q. vhat time?
A. I can't rozenber the time right now.,
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, ten o'clock, or what?
5.4 wes avound ninzethirty.

Yot

LTI Vi F . B A IR T
Ao TL oo w0,

(]

M 4
"

-

Ue Yo ¢ o cr oct.tion cround ning or nine-thirty?
Ao Pighe,

e Voo oo ~ognoeinticn vhat dild you do?

Ao oo o ot o- pecra dn the area as thoy told uvs to. e wers told
to scroon <L edd pog A eny VG lelt ol area or anyons else left the
area. Juot o o oovang Lng arca.

e vanl Cid o oot

=t

Ao Mot oor 0, e szuoen ertdllery proporation golng 1
holico, oo,

1 prior to the

do  vhuve vien the ertdllery prepavatlion concontrated? Waz it on ihe

1o, 4t v crncontrated on the 12 or tho landing zene which Is located
off Lo the 1o:ii. 1t eevdd bs slightly northeast.

Qe And -0 0t did youn sea?
Ao X ool elidlory prop.

Q. Di¢ you o oy ople seremning and running ovt of tho vlllege?

A. T ecoun:o e onovoush ciietch of the area, what itv logked like to mo if
ive

you Iiln.

Q. At Lhir ¢ T oworld Iikoe tho witnzss to nake a rough sketch of iy Lal

(h).

{ihs wiv . o iz a rouzh sketeh of sy Lal (L), and the Article 32
Officer roaie b ot hahdbit 1)

A. Unls i¢ » L oreuch draving, so nayba 1 cen explain this thing to
vou. CF7 w0 0 oovluns Pinlwille. The river hsere ds the (umang pi river
which c~ur fv tbeconst, There 18 a 1ttle villsge xlght hors and

I ocen't ve T o m e righi now.  On the southwest sidz is ueng ui.
My Laf Lo Jv e 1tle village set off frex the side of ths road. There
was 2 1:v0 - . . ohit stielss in my rind, because there was a VO flag
flyivg vl-on srove w2 uvsed to always go back and try to tsle this flag
doom. o Lot Dootiore, and there ds a road that runs all the way up to
Pinkvidle.

Qo kow evovtoitvon say off this main road is ry Lal (L) in meters?
Ao Tttty betheon 80O to 1000 mabters.
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e HFow what did 7 Lol (W) look like frem the 23r? %23 1t one central
villoge or vere thoro soveral huts scatterod oround?

A. There wore hots seatbtered eround. It vas a typlezl Victnamese villag
Wiuh & bun zh of 1livilo huls.

Q. That doss tho (h) dnddeate after ty Lal?
A« Joconldn't tell you. Xt was Just & way of dderdifying the village.

Qe ¥bat Qoes-a typlezl Vietnmaose village look Yike?
A. On the nducions ve fler, o typlenl villose was £2ll with no shops and
Just tho hutc, cod peasanbs with black pajeas.

Qs Weore thove trails or reads raming through 1t?

A. There were troils renndrg throvgh it end I rowsiber rice paddies
surrovndirg this perticular villoge with a troacn Jing elso arouad the
vilisge. They noy hsve used the trench for defecation. You could ses
this fron the Id. :

{. Viould you indicate tho L7 on ths diagram?
{Tho witnoss indicated ths landing sone on the diagrem. )

Qe Oa yowr diegrea you indlented the L% to the northeast of the village?
A, That's the way it seemad in ny :dnd. It was off to tho northoast.

Q. Hou let's get boek o the artdllery proparation. You saw the artillsry
prep aad whiot heppencd after thaty

A. ruout tuo minates afer the artillesy prep, the helicopters came in

and let off ccag of the forces fron Tosh rovce Darker.

Q. VWhore were you in respect to ths L4v

A. Vo gtayed right hore. Yo orbited out here to tho wast of these little
mounds here. vz could Bse what vzs going in and gpot individuzlas wio
wero lenving by this yoad sad ccming down this recd here whe were trylng
to toke off touard ke south.

Q. You havo indicated that you were to the south of the village. vias the
Lg fairly easy Lo sea frem your position?
A. No trouble 2t all. The treecs weren'’t very high angd there were nostly

rice paddics.

¢, Were you looling while the troep shlps came in or was your concentration
on saaybhing else? I'™ just wondering how much of the lift you szw and

how nany pocple you saw coadng in. ]

A. I didn't sce that 211 come in, because I was going back and forith towring.

I ssw nost of thor land.
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Uo VWaal wers nou ¢ 0w when you vere flylng?
Ao WMo vere B oD ond <cx:cu¢nv and makiry sure the people dilda't
leave 4 40 1 xili:wrg t~mnlo, o poupjﬁ With weapons. Now the sharis

froa the 2900 o0 over hove and orbiting.

U Laande oo 24vet atrelo on thlis dlagrem indlcating that thle is

L
approviialots 0 0 Contnin Ldvingoton was £lylng. Wonld you indlcate
whorg the o0 0 0 fJ“iv~?
A. Tho bt o ;l ~ {overd the east. They nade a preparvatory gun
ran yiehl Yoo, U s ‘OA for ths sharks before the CA camo in.

We S you 1030 Lo chovks fived on tho Lsy
Av L ddd rot ro L Utoa fire ab that particular tinez, but they did ciie over
here and vore ertiting over here.

Q. Lo you keve ooy ddea if they fired iunto the village?

" A. Moo

Qe pld yoa ot ooy tice five dnto the village?
Ay Necetives vr dudn't fire eny rounds at all. I don't beliove the
On23's did el ihicr. - :

Qe bFhet ¢hd »ou oo alfter the troops got off the chipe?

Ao Ui toorro oo ont nore or less ¢a line tovard the villaze of sy Lod.
vhen thoy (ol oo tie villegse, a grovp of people, old nan, wonen and
ehlldron, ot ot Aeoving the village becanss the artilisry prea scared
thene S0 ih, ot rtod heading dovm this read out of the villaze toiard

Pinvillo. Lo b the vord frey ovr loteh 2nd whether he tallied to tha

people cno o provnt Toden't knowr, becanse he was on a different fox mike
Lrequoncy.

AP A you I-ve e vndeaticns with the troops on the ground?

A. L dicntt Y svit. Since we had the 0423, the (0) ship stayed on the.
g:ou‘d SIS tnoccrrunleation with the ground troops, and the gunships
Btu 1 i.ﬂ s d ey . gt

[

noLinAnny V.I | S

Q. So you rar-ontdly never had any contact with the treops on the groundy
A. I did:'v t.10 15 anyone on the ground.

Q. Yhon want | R e ete '

A. Wiowere told 1o o deim and soe 3£ the people were carrying weapons
or vhil <7 vioe Aunarently scuesno communicated with thes sharis,
becuu

Loorlovas stated a gan run ¢ovm tha rozd.

-
.
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Wothlen uny cioa {ho roady

Ao Uhigy poin ot oo to the west from Pinkville, They had mini-guns
or flex oyLt-y cn 1w helicopters, and there vere people laylng on the
road from 4r 1oty Lo tho right.

Qo Could yev o iig trirhlp rele this runy
Le Thoi's oo cllvontive.

Qo Ui you roo trilets leave the hellcopter and strile peopls on the

groundy

Ao Lofirs ‘L‘.';T':y'-

Yo 00 you thin thl wnile they vrere roliing this gun run that scae of
the bullels 1oz nove struck the village ditcelfy
A. fo,

Y. 8o you go prople getting killed, probably civilisns being killed by
this cnoroy
Ae That's oliiva,

Qe Uhat A3 2on 05 and dov

A« Thon wo s cre 40)d Lo go ¢wm end take a look and sce it we conld sce
any Vo. o Uhcoooa thy 0083 pilst was t21d to look for Vi Wwespons and
geb a boly covnts iin called brek end soid that he hamn't scen X Waapany
dately; bul Xl ) codid wo dien't have any ccrmminicalions with the gunships.
Y Thenadt bForoonede

Ae Then ve sl Dying arcund and by this time the troops were in
tho villone, (ol thore vere bodies in ths trenchzs that surrounded the
villzoe.  whoro wors bodlea laying in the bvraonches.

e koudd you dnlicale with a blue pen where you pe the bodles?
A« There vire a tiach of trees on the outzlde of this trench line right
here. :

Qe You drttiotod bl trecs to the east of my Lai (h).

A rhetls 210t ) een recall right now. I rencabered that we recalled
and rooanced at thed Lirs about the old biblical story of Jesus turadng
water dric tino.  Uho treach had a grey color to it, with the red blood
of tho in'ivicnds layine in it.

b

-~ e
.

Q. You ars 1oliirnoolout fhe diteh around my Lal (b)Y
As Yes, tlouo Wery bidies laying in it.
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Q. vhen ol L1 aout todlos, how many were therct

Ao They vers tow ne rovs Lo cownt, but L woeuwld gucss there were beotweon
35 and t0. Jt'u beed to give a count.

Ce how lon rnd oo wins the diteny

Ae JLowerdd ooy ot 1oL KGO rvters long and at ]on(' four feet wide at
the top. 1t Ll ef croled doim.

Qo Were Ldo bodics ecacentrated in any certain position or wers they

- sprecd outly

Ao Thoy vero o ond oub the dengtn of tne ditch, and as yov can see here,
the troach 10 - o0 s alrost dae ecast and a little bit to the scutheast.
This is vicre U0 bodles were, the naJordity of them were.

s

Q. Could yeu wo drndividuals or I should say individuzl bodies close
enough to CT"L!.';}: L tho woundst  Could you tell if they were artillery
vowdsy

Ao ko ) could nol,

Y. tould ret iz vhat you did nexty
As ve stavidd 1"l;c":1@; around, and we recelved a call frem thz dlov ship
on the prooad fn7n0 ing ws thot he had talked to the lsader on the ground.

U. Ara you ‘..' g ahoul tho 0237

A. Ycs, Lhe J c 1led us back In a very disgruntled attitude.

Y. Wwhat do you niean by disgruntledr

-

A. He vaus nvuly

Q. pld you t-1'% to hin drectlyy
A. That'lo ol

LI
Il

Q. VWhat vere Ninovopdsy
A, Ul crnclounr s 1oean't tell you, bub he said that he talked to the

gador ¢ Ll .o ol dad had dnformed them that there was a 1ittle child
bleeding anl ¢rians over by the trench line. By this trench lins here.

Q. Ao o 1:'"‘-1_-* Liny the trench line to thoe casty
A. Yes. ne loiaoan a licubenant cone up there and empiy his clip into

tha chll»i.. R 1 rean that he had fired more than five or six rounds
into tho il

Q. Ho fircd a olin of amandtion into a Jittle ehildy
A. You.

o Ahayoadator ol
Ac Py b v ) ;-!. R ‘}J]do
Page 7 of __ 11 pazes
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Tl ON CAUPATL LiL AN we LLVanusTON rAKEN AT FORY HOOD, aias uiiBy )
sl Gl Loy

. Who 15 hov
A. The 0423 pilel.

DG: I vould 1iks to pone rn objection to this line of questloning, beeause
L thir this 35 3004 hercony as far as adulssible evidance. Captain [dvingston
can only t.. 1ify to whst he saw end not to what he heard.

ADt  Vbat 1'% fa2int here ds noting the copversatlon that was cavried on
betueon Vi Lo Lidols, this ds Just talk. You ney continue.

A. Ho salc UL U e wns enothor Jittle ebild which he couldn't tell
Whothcr 24 w0 0 bor op girl thav way laying next to hisg pavents who were
suppossdly CLeady b noor a negro scrgeant algo fire a clip from his p-16
Into the ciiid. o

Qe  CW2 'Ihe cuon wvan relaying these messages back to you all the time?
A+ That's on - fyrica. Ezch dime this happened he just gob madder and
nadder tellio; us vhah happened doyn theras,

¢. - Whea you core tolidng Lo o2 Thoipsen vhere were you flyineg?
A. We wvere civelins tho aren in our orvils off to the soubhszast of the

willagze, of7 dn ‘n's nrea hore.

Qe Hour foraco 002 vhonpoon of £ the ground? .
Ae Ho wou loul €0 feov of f the ground and just hovering arownd which

!

means thel ke in oot statlonzry or about four kaobs.

Yo Was cver & onvaship or slick under your conbrol called in to land on

the groundr

AL Ko bthere rnewer wian,

d. vhal }’:_ nad Lhent

Al Aftor UMl loolineidoent, he was thoroughly bitier. no landed and told

his guraness, oo C2nr pamer and the erew chief, to wateh ths GI'z and to

fire 3£ 1L ool toivard this cther kid. He spobted another kid and dida't
o ! ‘. r] e . ", 4 ' -
know vl aw s A glel or boy laying next to two bodies. He assumsd

4t was hls pcolts,

Q. M2 you oo any ef thisy

A. 1 savy !fillgﬂ§- 1o landed his aireraft, got out of his alrcraft, talkad
to seroar, [ooivdwp a body, got in his 23, and took off.

Q. At no i veru olher hellcopters called in to pick up other bodiss?

Page 8 of __ 1) pages
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Ue  Then ity
Aoiowe plettol v wiin 0u23 ond departed the area.
vwas a boy 1o G ni wideh has a hospltal,

Yo Lid you eV Ic:
Ae Yes L odid.

Kty ookt

Qu lﬂ.d
A. HNo.

you refvoi and o back Lo iy Lalt

Qe You vorve only
&, Yes.

WG Whoo L2 Tt
A. Moy, mou thol L could discerne

1 oo blaslr man frem a vhite many
3 d’-Ln" it.

Y. Could wou s
A, If 1 sronil i

o Bab wvou coul ity dn
A. Ho.

Lhis particular instance?

A0:  Thout's 27 4ho cusstd
right w24y yo, b ownld )

Headguasuors U ooy senmondar?
Ao That'u corrouc.

boforb this!
rort noody

Q. Vhat veve your duties
A afore L opeu Losa ot

Ql !JI..H’v ."U“L nral,
A 1 wan Cnned f,;.-‘ Cunapny Gommander.
Q. Wbal boiioMiaonw

A. The 5/..h dnlinioy.

Q. st rxviorod rivislont
A. Yeou, rir.

(A vas oo roeal sitcholl
Ae Yoo b v

Q. uhat e ﬁ‘mfﬂdﬂr was Sergeant iitehelly
Ao Ho o s leader. He 43 a real fine
Sergeant L.t - e “he S h of Jhnuany 1569.
the 7727 LI U S A
Ho 35 o ¥

R I

& 1 have about ny Lei (L).
ile to get into the present.

FORL #0UD, THOAS AT

we took the chlld which

inouy tal for approximately twe hoursy

snon imdad, were you eble to see the Gi's on the groundy

Ifdt Is a11
Are you the

a mzuber of your ccrpany?

leadar. 1 have knowm
Since we were both in

rber gebting into scne conversations with hin,

11 poges

Baearc i
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2 ki th.1L ot

Ue vhat is

aplnion of Sorgeant mitehell as a person?
Ao In vhos

s
o ‘¢
LX} 44

"

Q. 2 you forl in vour ovm opinton that Sergeant ritchell is capable
SO Elllin: a Jwope musbor of civilians?
A. DNo.

U. You con'l el
A, 1 doa't 7c-2 ik
kill, clv¢73“U-J.

At Sevgeant iitchell is the type of person that would

U. o you ko Sergoant pitchellls fanilyy '
A. Berpomnt sitencll ds nparried end I know that she is expeeting. Ab leasi
she was tirce woiky ago. uid she have ity

Accuscd: 9.

. You don't el that Serpeant tiltchell is capable of killing a Jarge

niraboer of elviliznay
A. o,

40: 1 have rno furtncr questions.
(westions by the defense counsel)

W. TYou flow over the village of sy Lai ().

'A. YCL} L]
€. W¥hat typo of vesctation was in the village? |
A. vinat typoe of vesciation are you talking about?

Q. was 1t a fiat terrainy
&. It was o flab terrain. it was g flat, rich, farming zrea.

Q. were Lhere a dob of yrees around ths village?
A. Tharoworo ulte a fow trees but nos enouzh that your vision of the
area vondld ba d

Llurrod,

Q. At ths Lin2 you vitnossed this gunship run by the helicopter that was
ghootiny ¢ivilirns on the road, how far was this frea ry Lai (L4)v

A. 1t was olr to ihe southvest.

e "1‘ ‘)
u. HO b w3l - M~
A. The lengih of tbo read is abouu a thousand meters or two thousand meters
a’.ﬁly.
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2 Dy I

Wo o You sald 00 yom sy trenchos aboub four foet wids on the top. lsn't
that kina or g oo0s '

Ao They vern'i vy wlde. A pan could Jwap over it if he wented to.

We AL the f1 Fovoenw therpnon land his helicopler by the dlteh and pick
Up a cnided, s 00 en hodles dn the diteh?

Ao You oo oo,

Qo I5d yov pviics I8 thore was a body of a man with a white garment on
in the it
At I:O- ’

We  You Joot &0t opoticet
Ao L aiada'y .o,

e At onpz iz on the ground, did you see Sergeont sritchell?

A Moo You Cou't e who people are on the ground valess you know
prior vho {1y oy You don't pick a persen out from 200 fest in the
air.

Yo dE that sheons the holoil you were hoverdng?
A. o oy 1'L Lovowing ve were orbiting. M. Thonpson was hovering shout
25 foab oli 4ie ol

Qe Whatl avo G-t piteh2ll's datles here at Forl Hood?
Ao Borgiind il is a platoon sergeant in the 3rd platoon.

']

. J'n whats rodon 1o Serpeont nitchsll a gosd leadert

A 1‘“1-‘1 foovds constanbly the besb. #is acticns while in the
field e 7ol nlo o vehieloes in the molor podd are outstanding. His
pcopla Baespio ot for Saegeant mitehell which is the rost innortanu

thinz, 5oy 2)li 0k he ig a food leadsr.

e 0 yous pooelrial recamandations, did you raccrinend Sergeant mitchell's
retentdon, D L ovicor

A. Yoo oo

pC: Y have no Yercthee cuestions.

0As L hovoono Caoilor guastions. Uaptain Iivingston you are excused. Ycu
should z.. vin o juur testirony with enyone except counsel or the accused.
You will = = oo witnossss to dlscu his testirony that he has given
or driuvn.. LU vt anyone othor then counsel or the as cused. If anyone
atto to v Lo ing testirony you have given in this case, you should
male tis 2oresooonesy knoun to iyself end Captain Powdish. You are
eXCUIide .
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