o

WITNESS STATEMENT

TR T4
PMG J; tho proponent agancy is Offico of The Pro OUL)]- 3

For use of this form, sce AR 195.10. TH

A9:545011,

8 brea}
the pre
I advi:
crops,
of the
that sg

intervd
his rig
did not
under i
followd
by Co (
to as 1
He
During
could g
friendl
one eng
carryin
villags
-He cann
mission
bréd fin
69 as h
Sergear
last th
not ins
going t
against]
same ge
Hi

interview, per my request.
¢ for lunch,
bsence of PFC John T. SAPARA

sed HODGEZS that he was sugpected of the

1me dayo
to silence, to have couns
thts, and that while he did not desire to
b, 1/20 Inf, 11th Lt Inf Bde,

* was assigned to

PLACE e
Saigor, Republic of Vietnam 24 Dec 69 | 740 %
LAST NAHSE; FE!OS; Nﬁ:g. MIDDLE NAME SOCIAL SECURITY ACCOUNT NO, GRE‘E[S_—
ORGANIZATIDON OR AODRESS ]
Det D,| 8th MP Group (CI), APO SF 96243
SWORN STATEMENT
', . WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH:
INVIISTIGATOR'S STATELENT
GL“J&1 2/, December 1969, at 1115 hours, S5G Kenneth Larry HODGES, » B
Co, 5th/60th Inf, 3rd Bde, 9th .Inf Div, APO SF 96371, appeared at this office for

Arter furnishing person

al data 1t was decided to have
After lunch, at 1145 hours,

we returned to the office and in
» & clerk assigned to this offlce,
destruction of inhabitants, animals,
and buildings at My Lei (4) on 16 Mar 68, and that he was further suspected
rape of one unidentified Vietnamese female in a sub-hamlet of My Lai (4) on
I explained his rights to coungel, retained or appointed, his right
el present during interview and that he could halt the
ew at any time to seek or consult counsel, HODGZS stated that he understood
seek counsel at this time, he also
desire to execute a waiver certificate, HOD ES agreed to discuss the matter
nvestigation verbally witheut the benefit of counsel, He then furnished the
ng information concerning his knowledge of the military operation conducted
Americal Div on 16 Mar 68 - commonly referred
he Pinkville Operation.
3 the 2nd Platoon of that Co gs Squad Leceder for the 1st Sge
the bréafing by the Company Commander, CPT MEDINA, they were todid that they
xpect the area to be heavily mined and boobyy trapped, that there were no
ies in the arca,that they had all been warned and had left the area. Every-
ountered would either be a VC or a VC sympathizer and would either be
g a weapon or equipient. Ke did not hear any me:lion of destruction of the
or inhabitants. They were told that they were to clear the area of any VC.
ot recall whether it was to be a "search and clear" or a "search and destroy
and does not recall if those words were used at all. In the subsequent
g by his Platoon Leader, Lt BROOXS (whom he read in the paper in late July
aving been killed in action sometime prior to Jul 69) and bty the Platoon
t, SGT BUCHANAN, they were told only to take enough supplies and ammo to
e full day until they could be re-supplied at the bivouc that night. He was
tructed to take extra ammo., He did not have the impression that they were
o take any revenge on this village and said that they had not been in action
this village before, although they had been engaged in firefights in the
neral area. .
s platoon was in the first 1ift and arrived in the aree whils the artillery

By

was still in progress and could see the impacting rounds about fifty meters to the
NE of the hamlet of My Lai (4). The artillery ceased and the gun ships made their
passes,| then the slicks carrying the troops set doun, The 1st Platoon was also on ;%
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é&ithe first 1ift. They formed on line with the 1st platoon after landing,

2nd platoon was on the north end of th
east toward the hamlet atout 200 neter
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¢ line as it faced and moved to the
S away.
As they avproached the hamlet, his squad was sent to a sub-
hamlet gbout 200 meters to the KW of My Lai
Or weapdns.

His Squad was on the northern

(4), and searched it for VC, tunnels

They found no VC or equipment there, the 30 or so inhabitants

had gathered themselves together near the ceater of the clump of houses and
they were not killed but lert there,
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cifferent squad, EROWN
his esquad bubt he thinks

He also refused
nad had alledged that
5S declined to reduce
of statement. @sed/

e and
i (4), pencirating
They swept Lo the east and encountered about 7 houses,
houses were set afire by
of anyong that set fires.

his squad then moved through the
only about 25 or 30 meters into
Some

his squad but he doesn't know the identity

He saw no member of his squad shooting at any of

(?dwftl

al

ol

» women and a few children who

r the lunch break, the gveep was resumed and hisg
nd My Lai (6)s He did not go back into My Lai (4)

ded in the 2nd 1ift had come in and were covering the rcar, moving

aw Lt ZRCOXS and SGT BUCHANAN throughout the operation.
y breifly from a distance in My Lai (4).
Dotltie until later that night.
r menbers of his squad were BUNKING, whom he thirks also fired at the
an at a distance with him, BROUSSARD, MeLREEN and TRIVILO,
vas elther in or near his squad,
TRIVIIO joined him the following day.

id not see anyone killing unarmed civilians nor did he know of any such
After the operation was over,
Lle had been killed in the operation.
ement to the effectthat they had "done wrong" after MSADLO has lost his
He never considered that crimes had occured but is of the
0w that they could have,
id not see any ditch with bodies,
ES declined to answer

8 and except for one male who ran and failed to stop and whom
at from a distance he did not

of his squad throw dead ani
any aninals,

pollute wells,
into bukkers or tunnels, he
taking a lunch br
about then &ll firing stopnad,
e searched.
encounter

shoot anyone. He also saw unidentified

rals into wells, but did not see then kill
Further he does not rec

lils squad roceived no fire and except for single rounds fired
saw no member of his squad fire any shota,
esX he heard a cease fire order beirng passed down -
He continued the
They took no captives,
about 20 bodies of men
have been killed either by artillery or by rockets

1 being instructed to kill animals and
Jugt
sweep untill all houses in

nor did they kill any, He digd

he thought to

or mini guns from the gun
squad moved on to My
since the 3rd pletoon

Sﬁww CPT MEDINA
He did not see LT CALLIY

DELGALO
TORRES was a

he heerd people discuzsing the fact that
He heard that MEADLO had made

nor did he see a helicopter land,

ouestions about whether he observed any rapes in
rrlet N of My Lai (4) and refused comment on whether or not he had

to make any comment when informed that a member

he raped a Vietnamese femzle in that sub-hamlet,
his comments to the form of a written statement,

PAGE 2 of 3 PAGES,




" -
" '

.‘.ub.G:‘.wnN-AENTPrzmm?:.;omce:1959-343783;454 Lo

STATEMENLT (&ontinuad)

-

{ AFFIDAVIT

L

£oT L ITLLS

ey

HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATE-

HMENT WHICH BE
HMADE BY ME, T
CONTAINING TH
OF PUNISHMENT|

HE STATEMENT IS TRUE.
E STATEMENT,

GINS ON PAGE | AND ENDS ON PAGE o]

VP HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT
» AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

— + LFULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTEN TS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT
I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE B0TTOM OF CACH PAGE

(/7535/ %/5(2‘ l/?

WITH s (ngr)z:ure of Poraon Making Statoment)
THESSES: .
Subsesibad and sworn to bafore me, o person outhorized by fow
AR T AR R ALY to adminlster caths, this DL of __TEO L1962
7 1 ¥ e
”‘_)"‘E‘ TGy T ean- g at Sairon, Ronuhilipe of Vetnam
' 7 »""'") - s . .‘,"/
ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS '/;//" : S Sk
i 1 K/AC‘/(."" R PR tibar e
— (Signature of Persan Administering Oath)
PAUL W, JOIms(
Lrin Tnuna :
¢Typed Name of Person Administering Oath)
ORGATLZATLON ¢ ray LET. 426 (RY(A) UCHT 1069
¥ N B ~ - A3 T L
"\i AN (Authority To Admintater Qaths}
el - -~
INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT !
C/ L L'L PAGE 3 or q PAGES
+ KA TN PR St

5"!‘




