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PL"&jgO> , R bli f Vi t DATE 6 JTIME I FILE Nl)l.'O". , .. epu 0 0 0 nam 24 Dec 9 ·1~44~~0~.~-;;;;_~~~~~~!!!._j LAST NAME. FIRST NAME. MIDDLE NAME SOCiALS-ECU'RtTYACCOUNT NO. GRADE WELLS, Coy Loe CW2 
ORGANIZATIPN OR AQDHESS 

Det D, 8th MP Group (CI), APO SF 96243 

SWORNSTAT:cE~'M~E~H~T~ ______ ___ 1 •• _+_________________ WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATE.MENT UNDER OATH: 

INVI~SrIGA1·0R'S STATEllENT 

eL.JC[l 24 December 1969, at 1115 hours,.Jl.SG Kenneth Lar!L.!!Q])GES, , B Co, 5t~60th Inf, 3rd Bde, 9th.lnf Div, APO SF 96371, appeared at this office for interv ew, per my request. A.fter furnishing personal data .it Has decided to have a brea for lunch. After lunch, at 1145 hours, we returned to the office and in the pr~sence of PFC John T. &\PAllA , a clerk assigned to this office, r advi~ed HODGES that he was suspected of the destruction of inhabitants, animals, crops, and buildings at 1-::; Lai (4) on 16 Bar 68, alld that he was further suspected of the rape of one unidentified Vietnamese female in a sub-hamlet of 1I;y Lai (4) on that s~e day. I explained hio rights to cOlmeel, retained or appointed, his right to sil nce, to have counsel present during interview and that he could halt the interv: ew at any time to seek or consult counsel. HODG2S stated that he understood his ri hts, and that ,:hile he did not desire to seek counsel at this time, he also did no desire to execute a waiver certificate, HODGES agrEled to discuss the matter under nvestigation verbally ,Ii thcut the benefit of counsel. He then furnished the follow ng information concerning his knowledge of the military operation conducted by Co ,1/20 Inf, 11th Lt Inf ~le, Americal Div on 16 Mar 68 - commonly referred to as he Pinkville Operation. 
H lms assj:1;:ped to the 2nd Platoon of that Co as Squad Leader for the 1 st Sq. During the br6~fing by the Company Commander, CPT ~lEDINA, they were toilld that they could' xpect the area to be heavily mined alld booby trapped, that there ,Iere no friend: ies in the area) that they had all been Harned and had. left the area. Every­one en ountered would either be· a VC or a VC sympathizer and. would either be carryll g a weapon or equipment, He did not hear allY me.;tion of destruction of the villag or inhabitants. They ,lere told that they were to clear the a.rea of any VC. He Call1ot recall whether it wa.s to be a "search alld clear" or a "search and destroy" miSSigI and does not recall if those words were used at all. In the subsequent brtitlI g by his Pla.toon Leader, Lt BROOKS (whom he read in the paper in late July 69 as laving been killed in action sometime prior to Jul 69) alld by the Platoon Sergew t, SGT BUCHAllAN, they ,mre told only to take enough supplies alld 8.l1'.mo to last tte full day until they could be re-supplied at the bivouc that night. He WaR not in~tructed to take extra ammo. He did not have the impression that they were going to take any revenge on this village and said that they had not been in action against this village before, although they had been engaged in firefights in the 

same g' neral area. ill s platoon was in the first lift and arrived in the urea whil·3 the artillery was sMiIl in progress and could see the ilr.pacting rounds about fiftJ meters to t?8 NE of 1 he hamlet of Ny Lai (4), The artillery ceased and thA gun ships made then passes, then the slicks carrying tho troops set down, The 1 st Platoon was also on Ci.;J,i, 
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tLYChe fir t lift. They formed on line with the 1 st platoon after landing. The 2nd pla oon was on the north end of the line as it faced and moved to the east to ard the hamlet about 200 meters away. His Squad was on the northern end of he line. As they 8llproacned the hamlet, his squad was sent to a sub­hamlet bout 200 met.ers to the 1I'W of I,[y Lai (4), and searched it f'or VC, tunnels or weap They found no VC or equipment there, the 30 or so inhabitants had gat ered themselves toset.her near the center of' the clump of houses and they we e not killed but. left there. lIe and his squa.d t.hen moved through the north 01' r.1ost 'e~~;e of' ].;y r.-:i (4), penetrating only about. 25 or 30 meters into the hamlet. The:,' swept to the east and encountered about 7 houses. Some of these houses ,Iere set afire by his squad but he doesn't know the identity of anyon that set firos. He saw no member of his squad shooting at any of' the inha i tants and except for one male who ran and failed to stop and whom he fired at fron a dista11ce he did not shoot anyone. He also saw unidentified memb8rs f' his squad tm'ow dead ani~~ls into wolls, but did not see them kill any ani:' s. Fu:rt'har he Goes not recall being inst.ructed to kill animals and pollut.e ells. J:is squad rdceived no fire and except for single rounds fired into bw',' ers or t.'..:J1ll0ls, he saw no membor of his squad f'ire allY shots. Just . priop to taking a lunch brec . .k he heard a cease fire order being passed dOlm -about th n all fj.ring stopped. He continued the Slwep until1 all houses in hi s AO \{ re SG[,l'CllCd. They took no captives, nor did they kill any. He did encount.e about 3J bodios of men, Homen and a feH children who he thought to have bee killed either by artillery or by rockets or mJni guns from tho gun shipE;Q 
Aft.· l' tho lW1Ch break, the sl-Ioep was resumed and his squad moved on to Ny La! (5) .nd ].;y I,ai (6). He did not go bo.ck int.o Ny Lai (4) since the 3rd platoon which 1m dod in q18 2nd lift had come in and "ere covering the rear, moving toward h' s pla toCC!. 
He f aw Lt 8COXS and SGT BUCHANAN throughout the operation. Saw CPT MEDINA once, vo y breii'ly from a distance in Ny Lai (4). He did not see LT CALIZY after LZ Dottie u:ltl1 lat.er that night. 
Oth r menbel's of his squad ,:ere BmllITNG, whom he thinks also fired at the funning I at a distance \d th h:i.Jo, BRO'JSSARD, HcEHREN and TRl VIIW. DELGADO }laS in a ~ifforc~lt squad, EitO~nl \-Jas either in or ncar his squad. TORRES was a member of his squad but he thinks 'l'RlVIi:O joined )-,im the fol1Ol,ing day. He d'd not see anyone killing unarmed civilians nor did he knol-l of any such actions. After tlw operation "as over, he heard people discu3sing the f'act that many peop e had beon killed in the operation. He hGI~d that }~lillLO had made some stat ment to the effectthat they had "done wrong" after M}~ADLO has lost his foot fall wing dE-Yo He never considered that crimes had occured but is of the opinion n w that they could have. 
He d d not see any ditch with bodies, nor did he see a helicopter land. HOD(; 'S declined to anslwr ouestions about "hether he observed any rapes in the sub-h nlct m,[ of' }t' Lai (4) -and refused corment on "hether or not he had raped an;r ne. EG also refused to make any comment "hen informed that a menber of his sq' ad had 1l11edged that he raped a Vietu&lllGse female in that sub-hamlet. 1I0DG·S dee1ined to reduce his coripents to the form of a ';I'itten statement. End f' statewent. ('~L i,1 
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I, _ Cr-'7' L 1 :~:sLS..- ILL (J HAVE READ OR HA~E HAD READ TO 1.11::: THIS STATE-

MENT WHICH BE\GIt~S ON PAGE 1 AND ErWS ON PAG'E '1. I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT 
MADE BY ME. T~E STATEMeNT IS TRUE. I HAVE INiTiAtED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE 
CONTAINING THb STATEMENT. I HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT 
OF PUNISHMEN1, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT. 

t! £) 'f ~ /t((: Cr:7 
(SltJr;£turo of POtlton Makln{J Stattoment) 

WITNESSES: 

ct!m;:I.:T ~~:\.C":<':9..~!.c!':~C~<\ __ . ___ -=-__ --_-
Sublcrlbed and sworn to be for. me, Q perl on outhorlzed by low 

to admlnl.flH Doth., this --2.4.~P.r o,f -L.r:C • t9~ 
.f 

ORGA.NIZATION R ACDRESS 

(Typed N4me 01 Penon Adminllltotln{J Oath) 

'P1' 1:'(, (1.l).i4). 1'';'1.1S';-1(ct.,9t-_______ _ 
(AurJlOrfty To Admlnftltcr Oaths) 
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