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.Q1(lH!~S, Joe (nonn} - Civilian 
roRGANIZATION OR ADDRESS 

f- I l'aaadena, T~ ZZ'202 . 
SWORN STATEMENT 

I, t.Toe GHIHES WANT TO MAKE THE FOLl.OWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH: 

~~- I completed llasic Training and AI'!' I.It Ft Polk, LA during Oct 67. After a leave, 
1 went to Hawaii "hel'e I joined C Company, 1st lin, 20th Infantry. lie left Hawaii and 
arrived in, the Uepublic of Vietnam on 1 Dec 67. There I was assigned as the Squad 
Leauer, 3d Sqd, 3d PIt. Ny PI t Lur wall VI' LACHOSS and my 1'1 t Sgt was SaT LOPEZ. 
Hemb<ll"s of my squad "ere ~Iichael TEnnY, DOllEUTY, DEl.J1 )Q:NE, PENDLJi'fON and PImllICK. Be-
cause of the number of changes, I can't really rec,"ll who "as in my squad at -the time. 

Late one afternoon in HI.!' 68, the company received a "pep tall," from cn H,;DlNl\, 
the Company COlilmander. lie told us that tho next morning \1e were going on an operlltioJ) 
in Hyl,ai, tbat we were supposed to engage a battalion of Viet Cong, who according to 
intelligence reports, "Cl'e there. He told liS to be preparccl for anything that might 
happen, that is, a real fight, and that anyone there "ould be enemy. I didn't con-
sider whether or not wOlllen or children would be in the village. After that brief ing 
we received specific instructions from the 1'1 t Ldrs as to time of departure, formation 
and equipmeut, etc. VI' LACHOSS made no mention of \(OllI.en or children as far as I can 
recall. Again, it "US my understandillg that this was to be a combat operat.ion. 

Early the next morning we left LZ Dottie and were CArd to NyLai(l,). I don't re-
call "hie" lift I was on, but I lmow "e landed just west of the village ILnd a couple 
minutes Inter my squad ltae instructed to search for a dead Vietnamese male "ith a 
weapon HOlJth of the west end of the village. Ive could not find him, but his 10ca tiOJJ 

WhS marked with smo),e by a helicopter and the weapoll 'o{ttS found by 'f!iiIltY. He gave it 
to SOiliCOOC, but I don't remember who it '''us. I did not Bee the Vietnamese IUall, nor 
do I recall "hat kind of rifle he had. About 45 minutes had elapsed since landing 
and the finding of the weapon. I believe 1st and 2d PIts hud already entered the 

i 
vi llage when my squad landed. 

After finding the "eapon "ewent bncI, to the vilLlge and entered someplace ill 
th1 south:""est corner. It "as in that "l'ea that 3 or I; Vietnwnese docuUlents were 
fou d by someone in my squad and I turned theU! over to someone else. l\fter nl> more 
thun one hour, \,'C left the village on the south side where we worked between the edge 
of the villll!\e and a di tch. \I'hil e in the village I hcaru some shooting from the east 
end, but did not see any dead. Some houses were burning and my squad burned some 
more. 

Outside the village, I did see CilRTEH med-evaqed and my squad provided security 
for that helicopter. I also observed a group of approximately 10-12 dead Vietnamese 
men, "omen and children laying on a tra:il running north and south on the south side 
of the village. I don't lmow who shot them or why. 

I do not recall what the time was, but it wuS afternoon "hen the entire company 
left HyLai (I,) and went to NyLni(5). 

I 
I 

Q: Upon entering NyLui(4), did the company ellcounter nny resistance? 
A: No. 
Q: Do you 1m ow of any orders to COIllmer1C!C or cease fireY 
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cpl> . 
• t: . I ollly recall n cease fire order. That Cllllle after lie had been in there (~jyLp.i (It) 

lllly"hcre from 3 to I, hours. I think the order came from CP1' Nl~nINA. I got it 
for my squad from either LT LACILOSS or SGT LOPEZ. I don't remember where I was 
when I got the order. The only shooting my squad did was when we first Inuded. 
The mell were shooting at SOlae people that wel'e quite a distance nwny, runninl~ 
south-west. 

Q: Do you recall a temple, pogoda or shrine in the villnge? 

A: No. 

Q:Do yO\! hnve nny documcnts or photogrnpha concerning HyLai? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you have any Imo"ledge ot' the villngers being warllcd to evacul\tc HyLai be­
cause of the impending nssaul t? 

A: No. 

Q: Did you see any US Soldier shoot a Vietnamese Nationnl at ~lyLai(4)? 

A: No. 

Q: Did your squad or platoon round up nny groups of Vietnamese? 

A: Hy D(juud didn't; I don;t knO\1 about the rest of the platoon. 

Q: Did you receive any instructions as to handling non-combntants? 

AI Not on this operation, as I remember. Usually though, \1e would gather them up 
nnd turn thcm over to the interpreter assigned to the company. 

Q: Did yOU see any Vietnl\tlese receive medical nid? 

A: No. 

Q: Did you sce or hear of the Vietnamese National Police killing prisoners? 

A: Yes. On the day we "ere in HyLai, after we had left and a couple of miles ll\my, 
I sn" a VietulUllese Policeman shoot a male prisoner with a rifle. Just prior to 
this I 8n\1 a US Soldier cut off the first joint of the little finger of thc 
prisoner's hand. I don't remember if it wus the left or right hand. I don't 
Imo" "ho the soldier "as. I think SGT SHAlL was wi th me at thnt time. Others 
were there, but I don't Imo" who they were. That's all I remember about that. 

Q~ "here did you see CPT ~lEDINA at HyLai(4)? 

A: At the LZ when we first got there, and later ncar the north-south t.rail at the 
center of the south side of the village. I never did see LT CALLJW. 
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: Can you cOllunent on IIny of the phot08 I have sho,'lD you? 
A: l'JlOto 1114 1001(s like the group of bc,dics I SIIW on the north-sou th trllil. The mlln 

ill the foregl'ound of #18 is DL'LI'ONg, a member of my squad. 'rhe wounded man ill #19 
is CMt'l'illt. 

Q: Do you recall any type of briefing softer the operation? 
A: I can't say for sure. I do.n' t remember. There mayor may not have been one. 
Q: Do you tmow of an investigation concernillg what happened lit NyLlli? 
A: Somm<her·e, after we were back lit LZ Dottie, I heard that there was supposed to be 

an investigation by someone, but thnt was the last of it. I ,/as neve r intervic,~'ed 
and I don't kuow of anyone that was. 

(/ : Ullon entering HyLai(I,) , did you observe casual ties or damaged buildings which may 
have resulted frolU arti llery or lIlort.or fire? 

A: Not that I remember. 
(I: 1I01i lIlany helicopters did you se.e lund at HyLui(4)? 
A: Just the one that piclted up CAH'1'EH. 
Q: lihat were your instructions or orders about reporting these types of incidents? 
A: I don't remember ever receiving auy. 
Q: Here you ever told not to cooperate with investigating officials concerning this 

cnse? 
A: Never. 
l/: ls st}3ere nnything that you would like to IIdd to 01' delete from this statement? 
~\ : No •. X X X X X X X X X X X X X X J;.'ND OF STA1'gHliN'.r X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

f-.-------- AFFIDAVIT ------ ---
,,~ GUHIES HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD REAO TO ME THIS STATE-

MENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND ENOS ON PAGE--1-.. I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT 
MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE 80TTOM OF EACH PAGE 
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. I HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT I 

0, ""0""'''. ,"0 ""o"no""o". "",,"eo, '" CO","". ""q~ '"X::'d 
-
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