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SWORN STATEMENT' I 
---,-,Ioliliiam C.-1t...rg:.:TI::S,-~-_________ , WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH, 

Un 16 Hal' 68, I ~rdS the Commanding Of1'icer 01' Jl Compt~ny, 3rd Bn, 1st Infantry and I 
held tha't position un'til approximately July 68 l.men I bo cams the S4, 3ra Bn, 1st Inf,· 
antryo I l:'otated 1'rom Viet-Ham on 215/2:-) Nov 68. 

On 15 Mal' 68, I balj,ovo in the middle of the af"tornoon, at LZ Dottie, I attended 
a briel'ing, hO,ld by LTC Frank Bll1:lKrm, regarding the operation to be held on 16 }f,ar 68 0 

As bOf1t as I can recall, 't.l1e spocU'ic assignments of tho units concerned lIas to be 
A/)/l (lilY unit) 1,'aS to os'tablish a blocking force north C?*' tho Song Diem Diem river; 
B/I/"3 'iUS to partioipate in a oomb"-t seep in the area 7Bi';~n the southeast of C"Comp--. 
!J.llY~ 1st Bn, ~th InfarrtrYf C/l/'?D i{aS to make n combat Imeep through the }!y J..ai 
complex of villagos. The intelligence estimates stated that both C/J./;20 and B/I'/"3 
cou.ld expoct to encounter heavy ros:ls'tanca during thai,r assau]:~so r don! t rocaJ.l tho I 

ellemy s'ijl'engtll report but it ',las an olement 01' sorno size of a VC battru.ion. I do not 
recall that BllRKEn said anything abou't killing the inhabitants of any of the vUlagoH

" nor of buming the huts, nor 01' killing tho l:tvestock, nor of destroying the crops 
found. As f'ar as I can recall tnese tllings ,;are not a part of allY Standard Opera'titlg 
l'ractice used by Task Force Barker. I dofinitely knoH that my unit had no standing 
instr'uctions in theSe regards. I do not recall that BARKER mMe any mention of 'the 
handling of VC prisoners. USllally any prisoners taken dur:l,ng any operation Wlre pas­
soa up through channels to the Task l'oroe Barlcer 82, Cl-'T KOTOUC~ 1'irs't name lIDrocnJ,lo{, 
I recaLl that the fol.Lowing persons 1--l9re at BAWilln·s briefing: cn KOTUUC, CPT i!;RlIES1~ 
l-mDIHA, CPT l!:arl HICHLES" and HAJ CALHOUN, 1'irst name unkno,m. I cannot recall any .• 
thing spaci.u'c about the briefing. ' 

On the morning of 16 Mar 6il, my unit, l,mich had spent the night in a bivouac 
area nor'tll of the Song Diem Diem ri\rer, moved into its assigned blocking position 
on the north b.<tnlc area of the rivor. !-Ie reached this position at 1'i:rst light 01' day. 
My Ullj:t; re)l~,lin(Ja in this pOSition all throughout the day. ~Te had no action 01' any 
kind; l,re Sall no one moving in our direction; He took no prisonerso This posi t:lon 
~/aS about 150() meters to the north of.' C/1/'£Js assigned assault aroa. I could not seo 
~Jhat l,ns happening in the area assigmld to C/l/~() beoause of the intervening treos 
and !'oliage. J1y l1',1tm.i,"t did not join up Hi"ttJ. C/l/;20 or B/4/"3 in any manner. 1-lhen I 
apP0ar(1d ba1"ore the Boara of Inquiry~,headed by GEN PEEIlB, I "as inl'ormed that 0110 of 
My platoons had secured the EIIC,'l?.!ID("':L7. from l'l11ich C/1/'4} ~IaS oxtracted the next dayo 

• I had, nor stU]' havc, no recollection 01' this action on the part 01", one 01' my pla't-
oonso ~ 

I have 1I0 kXIOv1odge 01" any "atrocity" incidents 1--1hich are alloged ·to have takeil 
'placo on 16 Nar 6tl 01' 'the next fe1-T days and this includes my unit, C/1/2fJ and B/1,/3. 
r have never heard 01' any such inci.dents occurring, other than .That I have read and 
heard abDu'~ recently in various media. I kno~1 nothing OI' uhattrannp:tred in 1'!y La~ 
\4) on 1b l-hr 6tl. 

",., I have no hearsay in:('omation about any such thing happening either. 
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~,..ATl;,MEN T (Continued) 

, I do not have any souvG;}iers 01" this opsration1 nor do I have any docwnon~s~ 
photographs or '~apa recordings of '~his opera.ion. 

I havo no knovr1edge 01' an investigation hav:LUg been conducted in Viet-Nam about 
the opera'tioll 01" 16 Hal' 615. I YJ.tOH that I was never questioned about 10 l-rhiJ.o I \,n.1.1 
in Viet-Namo LogicaJlYI I do not knoll 01" any type of invostigation being rfJii;l;;:5..'::"/C/" 
supprassod by anyolle. 

During '~he operatioll of 16 Mar 6tl, my unit necossarily "laS on the Task 1"orco 
Bark01' COIID1l3nd Radio Net, as WJ:Ll as being 011 its intogral net. 1 do no'~~ hOl-IGver, 
recaJ_l any'~hillg of tho traffic that l-las on the command not other than the OIlO messago 
SOIl'G by HICHLES to the ei"x'ect that his ExecuUve Ofi'icor, his f/2, had been killod. I 

~lICHLES I 1/2 ;laS LT Roy COCHRAN. I think he ;laS kilLed by a booby trapo 
, I do n,;)'1; bdieve that any of my radios uere set for trll1Tic betuaen ground units 

and helicopters. I do not recall hearing or monitoring any such traffic at all. 
Q; Is thero anything elsa that you want to add to this statement? . 
A: No, nothing·//II IIII I I 1/111 II IIIIIINUTI:IIfG J)'O'LWl1S/I I II I / I / I / I / I I I I I II (/1 II I I I I I I, 

---··',I».il !l.:~=U'~ JrtGGS AF::~ __ HAVE READ -o~ar;QPiJEI~iiiilfI'~s STA~ 
MENT WHICH DEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND ENDS'ON PAGE_~, , FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT 
M/IDE BY ME, THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE 
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. I HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THRf-AT 
OF PUNISHMENT, ANO WITHOUT COERC;:ION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, ~t.L .~FU.L INDUCEMENT,y' _ I 

~dJ/(:;l1<) £~#) _____ ._ 
• +~ -~ ~---(SJgntJt;;f" of Person "lall1'nllS,atoment) 
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