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Un 16 Mar 68, I was tho Commanding Ofticer of A Company, 3rd Bny lst Infantry and I
held that position wntil approximately July 68 when I bocame the S4y 3ra Bny, lst Inf-
antry. I rotated tfrom Viet-Nam on 2:/2v Nov 68,

On 15 Mar o8y, I boliove in the middle of the afternoon, at LZ Dottle, I attended
e briering, hetd by LTC I'rank BaHKER, regarding the operation to be held on 16 Mar 63,
As bast ws I can recall, tho specific assignmeats of the units concernsed was to be
8/5/1 (ny unit) was to establish a blocking force north of the Song Diem Diem river;
| B/s4/3 vms to participate in a combat seep in the area 8 the southeast of C_Comp--
| any, 1st Bay, 20th Infantryg G/1/20 was to make o combat swesp through the My Jai
complex of villages, The intelligence estimates stated that hoth C/1L/20 and B/4/3
could expect to encounter heavy resistanco during their assaulise. I don®t reeall the
eneny strengih report but 1t was an element otf some slze of a VO battalion, I do noi
recall that BARKEH said anything about killing the inhablitants of any of the villages,
nor of buening the hutsy nor ot killing the livestock, nor of destroying the crops
found, As far as I ecan recall these things wore not a part of any Standard Opsrating
Practice used by Task Force Barkers I definitely know that my unit had no standing
instructions in these regards, I do noi recall that BARKER made any mention of the
handling of VG prisoners. Usually any prisoners taken during any oparation were pas-
sea up through charnnels to the Task Ioree Barker 82, CYT KOTOUC, first name unrecsllec
I rocall that the following persons were at BAHKER*s brietings CrT KOTOUG, CPT LRNEST
MEDINA, CFT farl MICHLES, and MAJ CALHCUH, rirst name unknowm. I cannot racall any--
thing spacitic about the briefing, ‘ -

Oa the morning of 16 Mar 68y my unit, which had spent the night in a bivouac
area north of the Song Diem Diem river, moved into 1ts assigned blocking posiiion
on the north bank area of the river. Wo reached this position at first light ot day,.
My unit remained in this positlon all throughout ths day., We had no actlon or any
kinds we saw no ona moving in our direction; we took no prisoners, This position
was about 1500 meters to the north of C/1/Xs assigned assault area. I could not see
vhat wae happening in the area assigned to C/1/20 because of the intervening trees
and foliage. My iflthit @id not join up with C/1/20 or B/4/3 in any manner. Vhen I
appsared batore the Beard of Inquiry, headed by GEN FEERS, T was intormod that one of
ny platoons had secured the EXXIERIMTY trom wiich C/1/20 ws extracted the next day,
., T had, nor s%ill have, no recollection or this action on the part ot one or my plat-
[o1axh 2P [

‘ I have no knovledge or any M"atrocity' lncidents which are alleged “to have taken

‘place on 16 Mar 68 or the next few days and this includes my unit, C/1/20 and Bf4/ 3.
I have never heard ot any such incidents occurring, othor than vhat I have read and
heard about recently in various media. I know nothing or what “transpired in My laa
" (4) on 16 Mar 68,
e I have no hearsay informaticn about any such thing happening either.
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. I do not havo any souveniers of ‘this opsration, nor do I have any docwnonis.
| §° photograrhs or fape recordings of this oparations ‘ J
| I have no knouledge or an investigation having been conducted in Viet-Nam about
~ the operation of 16 Mar 68, I know that I was never questiioned about it vhidle I vas
‘in Viet-Name Logically, I do not know of any fype of invostigation being IILimmsi K-
supprassed by anyona, ’ ‘
DPuring the operation of 16 Mar 68, my unit necessarily was on the Task Yorco
Barkey Cormand Radio Net, as well as being on its integral net, 1 do noly, howaver,
recall anything of the traffic that wms on the command net other than the one nessage
sani by MICHIES fo the etvect that his Executive Officur, his #2, had been kiliod, '
MICHLES* #2 was LT Roy COCHRAN, I think he was kilied by a booby trap.
> I do not bulieve that any of my radios were set for trattic betwsen ground units
and helicoptors, I do not recall hsaring or monitoring any. such traffic at sll,
Q¢ Is thero anything elsa that yon went to add to this statement?

At Mo, nosings/////1/1/1/ 11111711111/ NOTHING OLLOWS/////11111111711111111111111017)

. - . AFFIDAVYIT ‘ o
1, WilTiam Co HIGGS : HAVE READ OB AR RS RO, THIS STATE-
MENT WHICH DEGINS ON FAGE 1 AND ENDS‘ON PAGE 2 . I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT

MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. i HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT

OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWF UL INFLUENCE, OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT% ,
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(Signature of Per;on\ﬁﬂll/lng Statemant)
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