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This statement is made-ito document: the reinterview of Mr. Robert Earl MAPLES, ﬁ
, 40 1/2 Avenuve A, Freehold, New Jersey, for the purpose of obtaining addi-‘;
tional information concerning MAPLES' knowledge of and/or participation in tha Coubat i
! Assault Operation at My Lei (4), Republic of South Vietnam, on 16 March 1968. b

echment, Washington, D.C.

On 13 Tebruary 1970, MAPLES was interviewed at Treehold, New Jexsey and stated
; substantially as follows concerning his witnessing BERGTHOLD shoot and kill an elderly |
Vietnamese man. At the beglining of the assault operation 2t the west end of My Lai
(%), he and BERGIHOLD came upon a hooch from which an elderly man, woman and two 6r

- three children exited. le (MAPLES) was standing approximately twenty to tventy-{}ve
feet from the entrance of the hooch and seaw the clderly man come walking out. Without
 provocation on the part of the Vietnamese man, BERGTHOLD, at a distance of five or six
' feet, facing the man, shot and killed him by blowing off the top of his head with a
caliber .45 pistol. The man did not appear to be wounded as he was walking and acting ;
. in & normal wanner prior to the shooting. 3
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As the elderly Vietnamese woman and the children came out of the hooch, the woman
was crying and c¢ame over.to him (MAPLES) and showed him that she had beeun wounded in "¢
the loft arm. He did not know how the woman received the wound in hewr-arm. To the
best of his knowledge, the woman and the children were gathered with other villagers
and marched on through the village.

MAPLES stated that he does not recall of anyone shooting into or through the
hooch before or after the man, woman and children came- out nor does he recall of BERG-
THOLD or anyone cntering the hooch at any time. He further stated that be did not en~
ter the hooch and did not hear shots fired from withln it.

MAPLES concluded by saying that he had no knowledgo of BERGTHOLD shooting a
woundad Vietnamese man as an act of mercy.
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R S —_ i
MEHT YWHICH LEGINS ON F’J"\GF § AND ENDS ON PAGE 2 « PFULLY UNDERSTAHND THE COMTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT H
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