
On 13 Febcuary 1970, HAPLES Has intervieHed at Freehold, "eH Jersey and stated 
substAntially as follo\<ls concerning his ,dtnessing BERGTHOLD shoot and kill an elderly 
Vietn<J11~>2:~r,,;e H).;<.n. At the bcgillu:i..ng of thE! assault operatJon Dt: the 'vest end of Ny Lai 
(I,), he Dnd BEJZGTHOLD came t'pon a hooch from "lhich an elderly man, Homan and t,·,o or 
three children exited. lie (EAPLES) Has standing approxi.mately tHenty to tHenty-f:!-ve 
feet fro:ll the: entrance ·of the hooch and sn\:J the elderly Ul..-:ln con~e '\valld.ng out. Hithout 
P1.Jvoc2tion on the part of the Vietnamese man, BERGTHOLD, [It a distance of five or six 
feet, facing the man, shot and killed him by blOl'iing off the top of his head Hith a t 
caliber .45 pistol. The man did not appeRr to be HDundE,d as he "las walking and acting 
in a nonml "'anner prior to the shooting. I 

As the elderly Vietnam8se '~oman an<1 the children came out of the hooch, the 110m2.n .! 
. . 

\vas cryinr, and c"am-2 over. to him (NAPLES) and shmved ldm that she had been. 'i·lol.mdt:~c1 in . j 

the left ,orn. Ile did not knOll hOI'} the ,·roman received the Hound in hOl:·' arm. To the r. 
I.' best of his knoVlledge, the Homan and the children ,",ere gathered l-'ith other villagers 

and marched on through th" villag". 

HAPLES stated that he does not r"call of anyone shooti.ng into or throur;h the 
hooch before or after the man, Homan and childr"n came out nor does he recall of BERG­
THOLD or <:nO'one entering th" hooch at any time. He further stated that he did not en­
ter the hooch <:nd did not hear shots fired from Hithin it. 

NAPLES conclud"d by saying that he had no knoHledge of BERGTHOLD shooting a 
\'lounded Vietn<lu:cse man as an act of mercy. . 
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I, ., __ 1}:,.rXL1.1_._;;J'. __ ~i':I~i.ii __ ~ __ ._~. ______ .. ___ HAVE ':£/,,0 OR HAVE HAD REAO TO ME THIS S1'", E· 

MEt!T WHICH liF.G1NS o:~ PA'Gf:: 1 AND Er~OS Ot~ P}\GE._2_' I FULLY UNDERSTAtlD THE CONTENTS OF THE Er~TIRE ST"TEMEtH 
nADE DY t.l~. THE STl,TEr.~[NT IS TRUfo. 'H/,VE INfTI/ILE[) ,1\LL COrHIEC"ilOHS AI~f) HAVE INlTlALtO THE (lOTT"OI.l OF E/.CH PA('.E 
cO:nAINING HIE S"ATEr,1EI~r. I HAVE /·!AOE TII!S srATEMD:T FREELY \'IITHOUT HOPr: QF BENEFIT OR REWARD, \'/lniOUT 

'OF PUNrSH~.lENT, '''~D ""THOlIT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INrL.UEtlCr:, OR UNL?lJt_INDUCEMENT. ._ ~ 

__ - __ '::d.a&1iiff) __ i2£4d-
S/ITNESSf;:S: 

(SllIrlotu:o 01 Pcn~otl Ma.klnl1 StlltCtJlOnt) 

Subscrlb!lt! and SWOfl\,.Io herfore m"FC'll.t:!orsM authorized Ly J(j~O - 1 q • euruary - I 
to odmlnl!OIc, oolhs, tfds r __ doy (J{ .___ • • ' 19 __ 

ot ~_Washington !-!?s._. ___ _ 
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