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The second session of the Article 32 Investigation conducted by LTC Haseley' 

reference charges against SSG !(enneth Hodges convened at 1305 hours, 9 April 

1970, Bui 1ding 41, Fort :'1cPherson, Georgia 303.30. Present for this session 

were: 

a. Govts Representative - CPT Robert Demetz 

b. Defense Counsel - CPT RobertK. Raulerson 

c. Accused - SSG Kenneth Hodges 
, 

d. Clerical Assistant - SP4 Gary E. France 

The Article 32 Investigating Officer opened the session .by reminding the" 

accused of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ. ,'i, 

Then, along with the Government's Representative and the Defense Counsel, they ., 
reviewed the minutes of the last session of 31 MarchinO .•. The Govet:nment's 

Representative brought up the aspect of civilian counsel to represent the' 

accused. The Defense Counsel stated that no civilian counsei' has. yet been, 

obtained, and the accused agreed to proceed without the aid of. c.ivil:l.an 

counsel. The Government's Representative asked of the Defense Counsel if all 
. '. 'I " < 

motions made at the previous session had 
",'\ '.' 

been attended to, and the Defense 

Counsel was satisfied that they had. .In addition,' the Defense Counsel wishes 

to call the two Trevinos, Roy and Fernando, which he will·confinu'.with the' 

Investigating Officer in the immediate future. ",' , 

Specialist 4 Leonat:d Gonzalez was then called as the first witness;' was 

sworn, and testified in substance as .follows. In' the questions posed by' 

the Government's Rept:esentative, the witness stated that he knew the' 
, , " ',: ':-,':' " 

accused, SSG Hodges, from the 2d Platoon of C /1/20 as a' squad leader during, 

the operation into the Pinkville area. He 'saw the accused at My Ld(5)anc;l 
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ft.:1S with him when he 

Hodges at Ny Lai(S)' 
i:" .,,',-" "<', 

of a hootch whilEl:'~iling 

"The witness saw SSG 

~~''.AlO('i;2lp~.r~.~'~i,~e,ly ten, feet coming out 

'waist. '" Also both Trevinos 

*E~,riE't~laUlese girl in, or near this hootch, 

but did see a girl in this vicinity uPQn returning from,a search through the 

village. From her appearance, ,chis girl had obviously been involved in 

sexual intercourse, clothed only in pajama tops and nude from the waist 

down. Moreover, the witness stated fhat, he didn't know how near to the 

aforementioned hootch he had seen'this girl, who was walking With an American 

soldier. In the Defense Counsel's questions, the fact arose that from the 

time the witness saw the accused leaving the hootch until they returned 

together to join the rest of the company, over two hours of time had 

elapsed. The witness didn't see the accused anymore inVietn~ because he 

was wounded and evacuated shortly thereafter. He, did, however, classify, 

the accused as a good soldier and good person to talk to. This girl wlohad 

been walking with another soldier seemed apparently to have been enjoying 
, " 

herself in that she had not been forced into walking along w~th him/nor did 
, ,'_., ' ' 

she seem to mind being half nude. The ~tness also knew Bunning ~ell,pe!;'h~pB 

even better than the accused, and theY,wflre close, but, Bunning wasn't in My 

Lai (5) at that time. Captain Demetz asked the Wit~ess" if the accused had 

said anything as he was leaving the ,hootch and pulling up his pants, but the 

accused had not said anything. Nevertheless, the Witness saw,a line similar 

to a chow line waiting outside theho;tcliand assumed it was a, rape, but the 

Defense Counsel objected, stating itmiglJ.t h~ve just been sexual intercouse, 
(.",' ,<, : 

not necessarily rape. 'The witness wail'i.excused, 'subject to, recall. 
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'I'he wi tnes~; heard 

it ill a f,roup that Torr~'G lIt .. :' 

From the C1D statement he k:c1 thOll :.1;t the. m3n c':,nin~ out of the hootch vms 

HX'Il\e<1, but: cou 1 <in' t be 

th~t these. group sessioflS \~~r'rc ("\f:',c'~: alOt'C or 1ess just Acarc talk,. and the 

\'Jitnc~1S wns qllicK to ag·rec. e"{cuseci. 

After a brief r"",,,,s, the fourth and last "itness, 81'4 Leonard R. Gonzalez, 

'V~3 .. cfi.1.1cd, '{olaf} nworn, ar:d testified in substance. as follo"Ws. Again the 

witness recognized Torr.·ce, hut contrary to the other witnesses, Gonzalez had.· 

been assigned to C/l/20 i.n }:ovemb!'T of 1.967/ so he was in the company and' 

preGent at My Lsi (4) on the dny of the operation, 16 March 1968. His duty':- "." 

-----_ ... _ .. -
' ", 

'. '; 1" ,"'" "'" 

assignment on that day was as a c,,·:,:dier. A~ t.l:.~~.£e·iu.t.dh<>-w-H-ne!ts .s~ated~;
:'" 

that he hadn't observed Torres At"":"b---~-t-t-i-m-e. Prior to the 16th of March, on:':' :," I 
, ''t Ii" ' I 't:J 

the evening before the operation, tbe company commander, Captain Medina,had 

told the men of his company that: they would be going through the small hamle~, 

"killing anything and everything we see" for "revenge". The witness was SU1:I.! ". 

"" -, , 

·that Captain Medina had said this operation was for revenge, although there 
.. 

were no actual orderS_~l noncombatants, but to shoot everyth!ng~ The 

witness also stated that Captain Medina had received orders to kill everyone <, 

. 
. 

intbe' village that remained, because an announcement had been made over 

public address system and via notices dropped fzom aircraft warning all 
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Ar.:tde from these instructlon8 f~'(\f(l Cnpta"i.n Mo(l:i.na, the wttneso could not;. 

rer.all any other instruc t i.()n~ ["'ren ht~ p 13 to·".m leader, I.-i. ~'t1tcn.Q.!.lt Brool{s; 

th<:~ operation into My llai (/~), hut the i..,,~ttYln.:,;s \Vns in the second squad and 

,Hdn't know what squacl the tlccuse-l 'NilS In, or hin _'oh at th?t time. Hhen they 

\-.Tf~nt into the operation,;:1. area, t':1e lancH.l}g %.onG was cool. They recelved 

uo hosti.le fire after landing or ctlrinr; th0. oper;1tiou. Small arms fire wns __ -'--,-_" __ W'_ 
heard. No c"'Jualtics by booby trnps or land :01incs ,rere seen to go off in the 

nl'ea the "Ii. tness covered, and no res istance f1"Om anyone. 

own story about how they went through the vIllage, the witness statod that -, 
,.,"-,---,-,-----

Torres had been there. GOf,znlcz had observed no firing after the £i,rst roun'; 

~f th~~ (after they got on the ground) h6d gone off when it hit a baby:l,I:1,' 

the he,~d because 'he had turned arotlnd and got sick. Once aga:l.n, the witnes~ 

stated that Torres was there. When he turned back around he saw about 15'.' 

bodies. At this point it was diseovered by the Investigating Officer 
" , 

, ",;.; :"l' 
wItness didn't know the difference: bet"een legal and illegal orders. After a"" 

brief discussion of that, the hanging incident was brought 

could not specifically say that Torres had hanged a man or that c:bts man had 

been hanged., When the witness was questioned by the defense counsel. he 

stated that Captain .Medina had been a very strict commanding officer, and' 
. '''', 

actually ,1id give .these orders to kill. He only had a vague recollect1~n 'of' 

the datails in. the alleged hanging incident. The witness agreed that the 

CID might have~osBlbly helped put words in the witness's ~outh due'to his 

prob~ems,con1prehending the English language connected with being unabletq-

\: 
" ;-. 

" remernbe~; On the' Goverrunent f s side of the questioning, the wf.tnessrecalled,.-
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T'ho -
'r,>J£W :r~l c"!oue p::co:d.mity to his, on1" thl'~~0 or fou~~ fl'nn down the line, oneof 

(be man 1
f) neck. The man vIaS bcln~_; t.at'ried ins;("~e the hc,otch. The'tvitness 

cUlild-n't tell Wright and Hutaon B~)/l\~t bec~ur;e the; looked so mnch alike. to hl~l 

::;0 h'_~ didn't knoH which wns tort-lll- i n,?; thp mtlD. Put it looked like Torr-e.,S waR 

hilt.lng the man's wounded le,g w!.th tbe side o[ the hlade of his knife. The 

,.!1.tne~;s (lic1n't see Torres sccur~ the rope arollild the man's neck. And If Just 

lllin"t;es later" he couldn't say he S211 the man I s feet off the ground or that h'e 

wan llctl1ally hanging. He also stated that the Cl1Lftl.dn ' t really help hiJll 
,; 

~ ~:ember things, but read other statements from other people they ha'Lquestion:d. 

r[ r~c wished to emphasize that the statements presented today are more accurate" 

Chon the ern statement. He a 1so ,,,'sured the Government's Representative that 
,,',r 

he would testify under oath that Torres was carryIng thts man. Torres' 
,_: I - . 

pictllre wasn't in any of the 65 blnck and white photographs the crD showed 

the witness. The witness was excused. 

At this point, the Defense COt1I1S"1. requested time to go throughtthe crn 

statement of Gonzalez made On the 28th of February 1970 since the one 

previously mentioned had been the only one he had seen, and it was dated 

27 February 1970. 

The Investigating Officer then stated that the hearing would next meet at 

1330 hours on Tuesday, 14 April 1970, at which time all last requests for 

witnesses must be made and comments on anything either side requested and 

hasn't beer. available will be made. Just as the hearing was about to recess, " 
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